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ORISSA HC RULES } 

HCordernot following 
SCjudgment is nullity 
Debabrata Mohanty 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

BHUBANESWAR: In a ruling rein-

forcing judicial discipline and 

hierarchy, the Orissa high court 

has held that any high court 
order which refuses to follow a 

Supreme Court ruling or 
attempts to revive a decision 

already set aside by the apex 
cOurt is a "nullity" 

While dismissing a writ peti 
tion filed by the Odisha State 

Cooperative Bank, a bench of 

justice Sanjay Kumar Mishra on 

Tuesday said that "law declared 

by the Supreme Court is binding 

on all courts", and any deviation 

from it not only undermines 

judicial propriety but also con 
stitutes a grave legal error. 

The court was hearing a plea 
by Odisha State Cooperative 
Bank challenging an order of the 
Appellate Authority under the 
Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972, 
which had directed it to pay 10% 
interest on delayed gratuity to a 
retired employee, Managobinda 
Barik. The bank contended that 
a coordinate bench of the high 
court had earlier fixed the inter-

est rate at 6% and sought similar 

relief. 

However, Justice Mishra cate 

gorically rejected the argument, 

describing the earlier coordinate 

bench ruling as "per incuriam" 

-a judgment passed in igno 

rance of binding precedents and 

statutory provisions. The cOurt 

said such an order could not be 

treated as a precedent or relied 

upon to unsettle settled law. 

"A judgment or an order of 

the high court, which refuses to 

follow the decision and direc 

tions of the Supreme Court or 

seeks to revive a decision of the 

high court, which had been set 
aside by the Supreme Court, is a 
nullity," the court said. 

Citing Article 141 of the Consti 
tution, which makes Supreme 
Court rulings binding on all 
courts within the country, Jus 
tice Mishra said thatjudicial dis 
cipline demands strict adher 
ence to the apex court's interpre 
tation of the law. "When the 
Supreme Court decides a princi 
ple, it is the duty of the High 
Court or a subordinate court to 
follow that decision," the order 
said. 
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Sino-US trade 
détente, for now 
While it's a relicf for global markets, there is a 
warning in Donald Trump's mercantalism 

Imost a year after he won the presidency for a 
second time on the promise of turbocharging 
the US's trade, President Donald Trump has 

arrived ata deal with China. While the details 
are yet to be worked out, the quid pro quo seems to be 
a l0-percentage point reduction in US tariffs on 
Chinese goods to 47% in return for, in order of priority, 
China agreeing to ease rare earth supplies, agreeing to 
buy US soybean and cracking down on fentanyl 
production. The first is likely the most critical 
component of the trade truce between the world's two 
largest economies. Trump, in his characteristic style, 
has claimed a massive victory, while the Chinese side 
has dubbed the deal as proof that a complete Sino-US 
decoupling is in neither country's interest. 

Global markets, and more importantly, global value 
chains, will heave a sigh of relief with the deal. Rare 
earth supplies are essential in making anything that 
involves electronic components, whether rudimentary 
or cutting-edge. China almost completely dominates 
the supplies for these inputs. All major economies, the 
US included, have been trying to find an alternative to 
Chinese supplies; but that is not something feasible in 
the near term. 

The latest Sino-US deal also holds lessons for other 
economies, especially US allies. While Trump invented 
his protectionist rhetoric targeting China, it is not the 
country with the highest US tariffs anymore: India and 
Brazil have higher tariffs than China now. The fact that 
Trump has agreed to bring down the tariffs faced by 
Chinese goods by more than a third after China put a 
squeeze on rare earth supplies also shows that his 

+ style of mercantilism is best countered by reverse 
mercantilism for an absolutely critical input. Not all 
countries hold such a card vis-à -vis the US. 

Even more sobering is Trump's hyperbole; he called. 
his meeting with the Chinese president the G2 in his 
post on social media. This is not a term that exists, and 
Trump's use of it is clearly signalling that the rest of 
the world can very well be used as cannon fodder in 
the great power competition between the US and 
China. Everybody else, India included, should take 
note. The best response to such a geopolitical situation 
would be to strengthen domestic capabilities, both 
economic and extra-economic. 



Abumingissue 
Punjab's stubble stalemate continues 

ACH season in Punjab, the story repeats itself fields ready for the next crop, stubble lying 
ounlifted and tempers flaring. Farmers in Farid 

kot and beyond have warned they will be 
forced to burn paddy tesidle if immeoiate 

steps are not taken to clearit. Their anger is not unfound 
ed. Delayed baling, uncollected stravw and half-imple 
mented schemes continue to choke the system, despite 
repeated promises and allocations for stubble manage 
ment. The Punjab Government had asSured mechanised 
baling, subsidised straw management and timely inter 
vention. Yet farmers report broken balers, erratic diesel 
supplies and delayed payments under multiple schemes. 
With the narrow window before wheat sowing, they are 
trappedbetween time constraints and administrative apa 
thy. For smallholders, burning becomes not a choice but 
the only escape fronm mounting costs and official neglect. 

The Centre, too, cannot wash its hands of responsibili 
ty. Funds under crop residue management are released 
late, guidelines remain impractical and coordination with 
the state isperfunctory Politicalblame games have already 
begun, with Delhi accusing Punjab of deliberately creating 
smog in the capital. This claim is both absurd and self 
defeating. Instead offnger- pointing, genuine coordination 
between Punjab, Haryana and Delhi is essential. 

What Punjab urgently needs is not another aware 
ness drive but a working model: farmer cooperatives for 
biomass collection, decentralised pellet and biofuel 
units at the village level and real-time monitoring of 
stubble lifting. The technology exists; what's missing is 
urgency, accountability and political will, Every year, 
policymakers promise to end stubble burning. Every 
year, the fields burn anyway. Until both Central and 
state governments treat farmers as partners instead of 
culprits and act before the smoke rises, the war on pol 
lution" will remain a headline, not a solution. 



Paddy inflow from neighbouring 
States suspected in Kamal mandis 

Yield lower, but arrivals higher than expected; drive launched to trace fake entries 
PARVEEN ARORA 
TRIBUNE NEws SERVICE 

KARNALOETOBER 29 
"The unusually high arrival 
of paddy in Karnal's grain 
markets has triggered 

alarm among officials, with 
suspicions that large quan 
tities of paddy from Uttar 
Pradesh and other neigh 
bouring states are being 
brought in illegally and 
shown as local produce 
through manipulation of 
records and gate passes. 

As per official data, 
10,00,893 metric tonnes (MT) 
of paddy had arrived in vari 
OUs grain markets of the dis 
trict till October 28, exceed 
ing the estimated local 
production of about 8.37 
lakh MT The estimate was 
calculated with an average 
yield of 2.5 tonnes per acre, 
though several areas report 
ed a yield drop of &-10 quin 
tals per acre, officials said. 

Paddy has been cultivated 
Over 4.5 lakh àcres in Karnal 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Labourers dry paddy in Karnal grain market on Wednesday. 
PHOTO: VARUN GULATI 

-incuding 1.15 lakh acres of 
basmati and 3.35 lakh acres of 
non-basmati, the latter being 
procured by the government 
at the minimum support 
price (MSP). Even after the 
fall in yield, if we take an 
average yield of 2.5 tonnes 
per acre, the estimated pro 
duction of non-basmati vari 
eties stands at 8.37 lakh MT" 
an Agriculture Department 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

official said. 
With about 5% of non-bas 

mati paddy stillto be harvest 
ed, the gap between expected 
and actual arrivals is expected 
to widen further. Officials 
believe the misnmatch may 
stem from iregularities in the 
Meri Fasal Mera Byora' por 
tal and the use of fake gate 
passes to record paddy 
sourced from UP and other 
states as local. Three employ-
ees of the Karnal grain mar 

Subject : Transíer of Ownership in respect of Subiect: Transfer of ownersbio in respect of Housel |ket have already been sus 
|constructed Plot No 1429-E, Sector-57, Gurugram, bearing No -583, area 235 Sq. yards, situated in thependedby theHSAMB. 
|Haryana, consequent upon the death of Co-Owner residential Sector- 14, Gurugram, Haryanà in 
(SmtAsha Pandey.Late Smt. Asha Pandey Wio Dr.respect of ownership upon the intestate death of IHarish Chandra Pandey ,who was the CoOwner |Late. Smt Eva Ahluwalia who was the owner of thelmodus operandi. officials jsubject above cited property as per record has died subject cited property to the extent of 100% as per (on 26.062016 and she has left registèred Will No 45 record had died on 06.08.2024 and she had not letSsaid a nexus involving 
jdated 08.042013 registered at Sub-Registrar any registeredun-registered Will. (1) Mr. Devinder Gurugram in favour of her daughiter in Law Mrs. Singh Anluwalia Son of Sh. Labh Singh Ahlwaliaraders, millers, middlemen 
Rachna Pandey.Now, Mrs. Rachna Pandey Wio (2) Mr. Ajay Ahluwalia Son of Sh. Devinder Singhand some officials of pro Sh.Rahul Pandey Slo Dr. Harsh Chandra Pandey Ahiuwalia and (3) Miss Anita Ahluwalia Daughter of 
Ro Flat No 101, CGHS Plot No 21, Good Luck |Sh. Devinder Singh Ahiluwalia all Rlo House No 583Curement agencies and the Apartment, Sector -52, Gurugram intends to apply Sector- 14, Near Water Works, Gurugram HaryanaIHaryana State Agricultural for the transfer of the said property in her favour122001, intends to apply for the transfer of the said 

Explaining the alleged 

being the logal hr through egistered wil and has gpropertyin them favourhame being the legal heis.| Marketing Board (HSAMB) requested for re-allotment in the name of Mrs.any person is having any objection against the facilitates Rachna Pandey.f any person has any objecion| transter of the said plot, helshe can submit the racket. 
lagainst the transíer of atbove property, helshe can objecions in wriüng to the Estate Officer-4, HSVP.Traders buy cheaper paddy submit objecions in wrting to the Estate Officer-l Secior-14 Gurugram Haryana, along with supporing from UP transport it illegal-HSVP, Sector-34, Gurugram, Haryana, along with documents within 30 days from the date of supporting documents within 30 days from the date lpublication of this notice. Otherwise, the Estately to Haryana's mandis, of publication of this notice, otherwise the EstaleOfficer-ll may sanctionlapprove re-allotment of the Officer may accord permission to transíerl re- above said property as per HSVP/HUDA policy and allotment of the said property as per HSVP policy may not entertain subsequent claim, if any. 

and present it as local pro 
duce using fake farmer IDs 
and bogus documentation. 
Sometimes paddy 
unloaded directly at rice 
mills and gate passes are 
issued even when the crop 
hasn't arrived in the man 
dis" said a seniór official. 

The illegally sourced paddy is 
then allotted to millers, who use 
it to adjust Custom Milled Rice 
(CMR) allocations, earning Rs 
400-600 per quintal in profit, 
while the government suffers 
losses and genuine farmers face 
payment delays. The BKU has 
demanded a CBI inquiry into 
the unusually high arrivals. 

Deputy Commissioner 
Uttam Singh has deputed 
special teams to cross-verify 
field production with mandi 
arrivals. Two inter-state 
checkpoints have been set 
up at Manglora and Sher 
garh Tapu On the 

Haryana-UP border to stop 
illegal transportation. 

"Field verification of actual 
production with arrivals in 
grain markets is being con 
ducted by different teams. 
Physical verification of pad 
dy stockin rice mills is also 
being carried out against the 
allotted quantities. Action 
will be taken if any iregular 
ities are found," said the DC. 

loaded with paddy were 
Long queues of trucks 

seen at the border, as ofi 
cials, including DC Singh 

inspected checkpoints to 
and SP Ganga Ram Punia, 

ensure transparency. 



Fn firespeak agin, state 
sees 283 new casesinaday 

MOHIT KHANNA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

PATIALA, OCTOBER29 

Tbuchingyet another peak this 
season, a whopping 283 stubble 
burning incidents were report 
ed across Punjab on Tuesday, 
taking the total count to 1,216. 

Pollution control agencies 
began monitoring stubble 
burning from September 15 
and will continue their work till 
November 30. Oficials said 
farm fire incidents had surged 
sharply after Diwali. Of the 
1216 total cases, 1,008 
around 82 per cent -had been 
reported injust the past 12 days 
(October 18-29). 

The Cribune 
GURUGRAM THURSDAY 30 OCTOBER 2025 

Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann's home district Sangrur 
emerged the biggest polluter 
with 79 incidents, followed by 
Ferozepur (32) and Patiala (25). 
The bypoll-bound Tarn Taran 
district reported 43 farm fire 
cases, while Bathinda (19), 
Mansa (16), Kapurthala (12), 
Barnala (11) and Malerkotla 
(10) also contributed tothe tally. 

Cumulatively, Tarn Taran 
(296), Amritsar (173), Sangrur 
(170) and Ferozepur (123) 
have accounted for the bulk 
of the cases so far, according 

1,008 stubble burning incidents in just 12 days 

Stubble set on fire at Dolon Khurd village in Ludhiana. FILE 

to the Punjab Pollution Con 
trol Board (PPCB) data, as 
many farmers continue to 
defy government appeals to 
shun the practice. 

Cracking down on violators, 
the PPCB has registered 90 
FIRs and made 129 red entries 
since October 25. In total, 331 
FIRs and 405 red entries have 
been filed this season. The 
authorities have also imposed 
environmental compensation 
worth Rs 22.6 lakh, of which Rs 
14.8 lakh has been recovered so 
far. Based on trends from the 
past three years, Punjab has 

identified 663 hotspot villages 
across eight districtsSangrur 
Ferozepur, Bathinda, Moga, 
Barnala, Mansa, Tarn Taran and 
Faridkot which together 
accounted for 6,815 ofthe 10,909 
farm fires reported in 2024. 

Meanwhile, the air quality 
continued to hover around the 
poor category in most m�jor 
cities-Jalandhar (224), Ropar 
(106), Ludhiana (138), Mandi 
Gobindgarh (197) and Patiala 
(186). However, Amritsar (76) 
and Bathinda (78) showed 
some improvement, with AQI 
levels in the satisfactory range. 



Noreligjon allows degadation 
ofenvironnment: Justice Oka 
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 29 
As Delhi-NCR witnesses a 
spike in air pollution after 
Diwali, former Supreme Court 
Judge Abhay S Oka on 
Wednesday said no religion 
allowed or condoned degrad 
ing the environment. 

Unfortunately there is a ten 
dency to damage the environ 
mentinthename ofreligion.But 

if we examine the tenets of all 
religions, we will find that every 
religion teaches us to protect the 
environmnent and to show com 
passion to living beings. No rei 
gion permits us to destroy the 
environment or cause cruelty to 
animals while celebrating festi 
vals"Justice Oka said. 

Delivering a lecture on 

Clean Air, Climate Justice and 
We-Tbgether for a Sustainable 
Future" organised by the SC 
Bar Association, Justice Oka 
urged citizens to stop polluting 
activities in the name of rituals. 

The most crucial reason for 
our failure to protect the envi 
ronment is the failure of both 
citizens and the statetoperform 
their fundamental duty under 
Article51A ofthe Constitution" 

hesaid. He, however, refused to 
discuss cases on pollution he 
had dealt with, incuding the 
ban on firecrackers. His com 
ments came barely days after 
the SC relaxed the ban on the 
use of crackers in Delhi-NCR 
and allowed the use of green 
Crackers for Diwali.TNS 



India amongnations yet to submit 
climate action plans: UNreport 
AKSHEEV THAKUR 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 29 

As the countdown begins for 
the UN Climate Summit in 
Brazil, a National Determined 
Contribution (NDC) Synthesis 
report by the UN highlighted 
that scores of countries had fall 
en short of implementing ci 
mate action plans. 

According to the report, 
major emitters like India, 
Burope and China have not 
submitted their updated 
national plans on greenhouse 
gas emissions. Only 64 coun 
tries have submitted NDCs to 
the UN so far, setting qut how 
they will curb carbon for the 
next decade, it added. 

UN Climate Change Execu 
five Secretary Simon Stiell said 
through UN convened dimate 
cooperation and national 
efforts, humanity was now 
Clearly bending the emissions 

Emission curve 
getting reversed. but 

not fast enough' 
Curve downwards for the fist 
time, although it was still not 
fast enough. 

Core pillar of ensuring eco 
nomic stability and growth, 

jobs, health, and energy 
security and affordability, 
among mány other policy 
imperatives, in countries. 

The report said that whole-
ofeconomy, whole-of-society 
approaches evident in NDCs 
point to strong climate 
action as an increasingly 

However, it remains elear 
that major acceleration is still 
needed in terms of delivering 
faster and deeper emission 
reductions and ensuring that 
the vast benefits of strong cli 
mate action reach all countries 
and peoples," the report said. 

Market logic dictates that 
this clean energy transition will 
continue at great scale and 
pace. But an equitable global 
transition -where every coun 
try benefits from clean energy Of the 84 per cent parties 
and climate resilience that referenced capacity 
requires clear poliçies and. buildingin their new NDCs, 66 
plans, across every country and 
every sector, and more support 
for many nations, especially 
those that did least to cause this 
global crisis" he said. 

per cent indicated that NDC 
implementation is contingent 
upon receiving capacity-build 
ing support. Needs were 
identified across adaptation, 
mitigation and cross-cutting 
areas, including transparency, 
technology deployment and 
access to climate finance," the 
report said. 



PM2.5 claimed over 1.7m lives in India in 2022 
Aso led to losses amountingto about 9.5% of countrys GDP, says Lancet report 
SNEHA RICHHARIYA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 29 

More than 1.7 million people 
in India died in 2022 due to 
prolonged exposure to fine 
particulate matter (PM2.5), 
according to The Lancet 
Countdown on Health and 
Climate Change 2024 report 
released on Wednesday. The 
report links the deaths prima 
rily to emissions from fossil 

fuel comnbustion, highlighting 
air polution as one of the 
country's most severe health 

and economic burdens. 
PM2.5, particulate matter, 

smaller than 2.5 microme 

tres, can enter deep into the 
lungs and bloodstream, 
increasing the risk of heart 
and lung diseases, strokes 
and cancer. The report esti 
mates that India accounted 

Of the total deaths, around 
752,000 were attributed to fossi 
fuei-related pollution. Coa 
combustion was responsible for 
nearly 3,94,000 deaths, 
including about 2,98,000 from 
coatbased power generation. 
Emissions trom petrol used in 
road transport accounted for 
another 2,69,000 deaths. 

for nearly one-third of all 
global deaths caused by expo 
sure to the pollutant in 2022. 

Of the total' deaths, 
around 7,52,000 
attributed to fossil fuel 

752L DEATHS ATTRIBUTED 
TOFOSSILFUEL POLUION 

were 

related pollution. Coal 
combustion was responsi 
ble for nearly 3,94,000 

deaths; including about 
2,98,000 from coal-based 
power generation, Emis 

sions from petrol used in 
road transport accounted 
for another 2,69,000 deaths. 

The report also found that 
air pollution imposed a sub 
stantial economic cost on the 
country. Premature deaths 
due to PM2.5 exposure in 
2022 led to losses amounting 
to about 9.5 per cent of 
India's Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), or roughly 
USD 339 billion. These loss 
es were inked to reduced 
productivity, increaséd 

healthcare expenditure and 
missed workdays due to pol 
lution-related illness. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE3 
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