








SCsays no fundamental 
right to access WhatsApp 
Utkarsh Anand 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
on Friday ruled that there is no 
fundamental right to access a 
WhatsApp account, making it 
clear that the popular messaging 
platform cannot be held liable 
for violating constitutional 
rights as it is not a State actor. 

A bench of justices Vikram 
Nath and Sandeep Mehta dis 
missed a petition filed by two 
medical practitioners seeking 
restoration of their blocked 
account, observing that a writ 
petition invoking the court's 
extraordinary jurisdiction under 
Article 32 can be entertained 
only against the State or its 
instrumentalities, not against 
private companies. 

"What is your fundamental 
right to access WhatsApp? Is 
WhatsApp a State?" the bench 
asked senior advocate Mahal 
akshmi Pavani, who appeared 
for petitioners Dr Raman Kun 
dra and SN Kundra. 

When Pavani urged the court 
to direct WhatsApp to restore 
access to her clients' account, the 

bench declined to intervene, 
remarking that the petition was not maintainable. The judges noted the petitioners were free to 
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explore other remedies before 
appropriate forums, such as fil-
ing a civil suit or approaching 
the high court. 

The petitioners, who run a 
clinic and poly-diagnostic centre, 
had sought restoration of their 
WhatsApp account blocked on 
September 13, 2025, and pan-In 
dia guidelines to regulate social 
media platforms. 

Dr Raman Kundra, a paedia 
trician, said she had been using 
WhatsApp for over a decade to 
communicate with patients and 
share health updates. The 
account was blocked without 
notice, reason, or an opportunity 

to be heard, the petition stated. 
She alleged the blocking was 

linked to her sharing messages 
"upholding the core values 
enshrined in the Preamble of the 
Constitution". A review request 
was rejected on September 14, 
with WhatsApp informing her 
the block would continue. 

The petition described What-
SApp's action as "high-banded, 
arbitrary, and unilateral," argu 
ing it violated fundamental 
rights relating to equality, free 
dom of expression, and freedom 
to practise a profession. The 
blocking disrupted professional 

work, caused inconvenience to 

patients, and infringed upon the 
right to livelihood and free 

speech, it claimed. 
The petitioners contended 

that WhatsApp's "dominant 
market position" and its function 
as an essential communication 
service made its actions subject 
to judicial scrutiny. They argued 
that denial of access to a widely 
Ised digital platform effectively 

curtailed freedom of expression 
and the right to practise their 
profession. 

Beyond account restoration, 
the Kundras sought pan-India 
guidelines ensuring due process, 
transparency, and proportional 
ity before social media intermne 
diaries suspend or block user 
accounts. 

The bench remained uncon 
vinced, reiterating that What 
SApp, as a private entity, does 
not perform a public function, 
making a writ under Article 32 
inadmissible. When Pavani con 
ceded WhatsApp was not a State, 
the judges observed that even 
before a high court, a writ peti 
tion might not be maintainable. 

The court also remarked there 
were "other communication 
applications" available, referring 
to recently developed indigenous messaging apps for professional 
use. 



SC rejects plea seeking CBl probe into cough syrup deaths 
Utkarsh Anand 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
on Friday dismissed a petition 
seeking a Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CB) probe into 
the deaths of at least 20 children 
in Madhya Pradesh's Chhind 
wara district reportediy caused 
by the consumption of contami 
nated cough syrup. 

to entertain the public interest 
litigation (PIL) filed by advocate 
Vishal Tiwari, following objec 
tions raised by Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta. 

y A bench of Chief Justice of 
India Bhushan R Gavai and jus 
tice K Vinod Chandran declined 

Although Mehta was not for 
mally representing any party in 

the case, he submitted that the 
issue did not warrant the 
Supreme Court's intervention 
since the state governments of 

Madhya Pradesh and Tamil 
Nadu were already competent to 

deal withit. 
"I am not appearing in this 

MANY CHILDREN IN 
MADHYA PRADESH 
FELLILL IN SEPT 
AFTER CONSUMING 
THECOUGHSYRUP, 
COLDRIF, MADE BY 
A TN-BASED FIRM 

case, but Ican say with confi 
dence that the states involved 
Tamil Nadu and Madhya Pra 

desh, are capable of taking all 
effective steps," Mehta told the 
bench. He further remarked, 
that the PIL petitioner is known 
for filing cases based on newspa 
per reports. "Please ask him how 
many matters he has filed apart 
from PILs," he submitted. 

When the bench asked Tiwari 
about his record, he responded 
that he had filed eight to ten PILs 
so far. The court then summarily 

dismissed the plea. BONI AGNR 
The tragedy in Chhindwara 

began when a number of chil 

dren fell il after being adminis 
tered a cough syrup called Cold 
rif, manufactured by Sresan 
Pharma Pvt Ltd, a Tamil Nadu 
based company. Within days, 
several developed acute renal 
failure, and 20 of them did not 
survive. 

Laboratory analysis later con 
firmed the presence of Diethyl 
ene Glycol (DEG) in the syrup 
a highly toxic industrial chemi 

enscal that can cause kidney failure 
and death, and is strictly prohib 
ited in pharmaceutical use. 
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NITI Aayog moots decriminalisation of several tax offences 
Snehashish Roy 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: Government think 
tank NITI Aayog on Friday pro 
posed the decriminalisation of 
several tax-related administra 
tive, technical or procedural 
offences and recommnended civil 
and monetary penalties for the 
same. 

NITI Aayog, in a report titled 
"Towards India's Tax Transfor 
maion: Decriminalisation and 
Trust-Based Governance said 

the Income Tax Act, 2025, marks 
significant progress, omiting 13 

offences (such as failures in 
administrative notifications by 
company liquidators or receiv 
ers), but continues to criminalise 
35 actions and omissions across 
13 provisions. 

"All these offences are punish 
able with imprisonment and 
fine, and for 25 of them, the Act 
prescribes mandatory minimum 
imprisonment terms. While 
these measures are intended to 

safeguard state revenue and 
deter evasion, the continuing 

breadth of criminalisation, com 
pounded by a presumption of 
culpable mental state, signals an 

ongoing reliance on criminal 
law as a routine enforcement 
tool rather than a targeted last 
resort," it said. 

fraudulent or wilful intent is 
proven beyond rèasonable 
doubt. 

The remaining six offences, 
involving serious misconduct 
such as fabricating evidence, 
concealing high-value income or 
orchestrated tax evasion, are to 
continue inviting prosecution 
with proportionate punishment. 

Under the NITI Aayog frame-
work, of the 35 offences, the 12 
marked for complete decrimi 
nalisation include technical and 

procedural lapses, such as delays 
in filing statements, clerical 
errors in returns, or failure to 
furnish. documents, which 
would instead attract civil or 
monetary penalties. The 17tproposed removing the pre-
offences classified as partially sumption of culpable mental 
decriminalised would retain state, ensuring that the burden 
criminal liability only where of proof lies with the prosecu 

The think tank also placed 
strong emphasis on reforming 
the punishment framework. 

tion rather than the taxpayer. 
Further, it recommended 

abolishing mandatory minimum 
imprisonment terms, allowing 
judges to exercise discretion 
based on the gravity of the 
offence, whether to impose a 
fine, simple imprisonment or no 
imprisonment at all. 

The paper also called for the 
preparation of detailed Gui 
dance Notes for Prosecution of 
Income Tax Cases, so that crimi 
nal proceedings are initiated 
only after civil remedies have 

been exhausted. "These struc 
tural retorms are pivotal for real-

ising the government's vision of 
a modern, user-friendly, and fair 
tax administration. The focus is 

drive a transition from coer 
cive compliance to a model that 
empowers taxpayers, differenti 
ates between error and fraud, 
and deploys the criminal law 
only when vital public interests 
are at stake. Rationalised pun 
ishments, restoration of judicial 
discretion, and targeted crimi 
nalisation will lessen the burden 
on the criminal justice system 
while protecting iscal interests 

and upholding constitutional 
rghts, "the report said. 



Sip and explore India's bestve 
vineyard getaways 

Tired of searching "Wine 
Tours Near Me" and ending 
up at the same dull spots? 

You're not alone. But India's wine 
scene has so much more to offer 
than quick pit stops. From lively 
festivals to hidden escapes, these 
destinations turn every sip into a 
story. So why not try a proper 
grape getaway? Pack your bags, 
leave stress behind, and get ready 
to sip, savour, and unwind in some 
of the country's most stunning 
vineyard spots. 

SULA VINEYARDS (NASHIK, 
MAHARASHTRA) 
Sula is the 0G of Indian wine and 
put Nashik on the wìne map. 

Picture rolling green vineyards, 
lively tasting rooms, and a vibe 
that's instantly festive. SulaFest is 
a sensory feast with music, food, 
and endless wine tastings to keep 
your weekend buzzing. Try the 
smooth Sula Rasa or the bold 
Dindori Reserve. Perfect for first 
timers, friend groups, and anyone 
looking to mix fun with serious 

CONTACT US 
0124-4032162 
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Insta moments. The views are 
endless, and the energy is 
contagious. 
GROVER ZAMPA VINEYARDS 
(NANDI HILLS, KARNATAKA) 
Perched in Nandi Hills, Grover 
Zampa offers a peaceful escape 
from city chaos, reminiscent of a 
European retreat with serene 
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landscapes and manicured vineyards. 
Using French techniques, their wines 
impress even the most discerning 
palates. Explore organized wine trails, 
savor La Réserve reds or whites, and 
enjoy the cool breeze with stunning 
hill views. Perfect for wine lovers who 

prefer serious sips, quiet weekends, 
and picturesque surTOundings. 

FRATELLI VINEYARDS 
(SOLAPUR, MAHARASHTRA) 
Fratelli is intimate, authentic, and 
quietly spectacular. A true wine 
retreat born from a collaboration 
between two Indian families and one 
Italian family, the estate's name 
means "Brothers" in Italian. This 
remote property invites you to explore 
its underground barrel cellar and 
savor single-estate wines like Sette. 
Staying on-site offers an immersive 
experience where you can stroll the 
vines, learn the craft, and sip wines 
that reflect the passion bebind them. 
It is ideal for those seeking a quiet, 
focused escape from the crowd. 

YORK WINERY (NASHIK, 
MAHARASHTRA) 
York Winery is the boutique 
alternative to Sula, family-run and 
effortlessly charming. Sitting near 
Gangapur Dam near Nashik, it offers 
sunset views that make every sip taste 
better. The York Arros and Sauvignon 
Blanc are crowd favourites and 
perfect for a relaxed afternoon tasting. 
Think romantic dates, chilled 
weekends, or quiet wine appreciation. 
It is small-scale, personal, and the 
kind of vineyard where the pace slows 
and the wine speaks. 

FOUR SEASONS VINEYARDS 
(SAHYADRI VALLEY, 
MAHARASHTRA) 
Luxury meets wine at the Four 
Seasons Vineyards. With chateau 
style architecture, sprawling 
vineyards, and grand landscapes, this 
estate is made for indulgence. Stay in 
the manor, explore vineyard_ with 
modern wine-making technology, and 
sample reserve wines that feel almost 
cinematic. Every detail focuses on 
quality and comfort. This is for those 
who want a weekend of elegance, 
learning, and exceptional wine. Four 
Seasons elevates the vineyard 
experience into a mini escape. 
Neha Ravi Khandelwal 



FamersbeingpaidbelowWMSP through kachiparchi 
PARVEEN ARORA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

KARNAL, OCTOBER 10 

A shocking malpractice has 

come to light in the ongoing 
paddy procurement season, 
where farmers are allegedly 

being paid below the mini 
mum support price (MSP) 

through a parallel kachi 
parchi" (rawslip) system, while 
official records showpayments 
made as per the MSP 

As per farmers, arhtiyas 
and rice millers are issuing 

raw slips at rates between Rs 
100 and Rs 700 less per quin 
tal than the MSP citing high 
moisture content in the pad 

dy. However, government 
transfers to farmers' bank 
accounts reflect the full MSP 
exposing an organised .cut 
being taken from the farm 
ers' produce value. 

In one case, a farmer'spad 

dy was procured at Rs 2,000 
per quintal in Karnal grain 
market, while the official 
MSP for the season stands at 
Rs 2,389 for A-grade paddy. 
The total value of his 46 quin 
tals of paddy was recorded as 
Rs 91,635 on the "kachi 
parchi", but Rs 1,09,296 was 

credited to his bank account. 
Now, he has been asked to 
return the difference an 

amount allegedly to be 

siphoned off by arhtiyas and 
passed on to rice millers. 

Leaders of the Bhartiya 
Kisan Union (BKU) have 
urged farmers not to return 
the money to arhtiyas and 
millers. Farmer unions have 
condemned this as "systemat-
ic daylight robbery, accusing 
officials, arhtiyas and millers 

of collusion. This is open 
cheating in the name of mois 
ture deduction. It is an organ 

ised nexus involving officials 
of procurement agencies, the 
Haryana State Agricultural 
Marketing Board (HSAMB), 
rice millers, and arhtiyas-all 
working together to cheat 
farmers on the pretext of 
moisture content. Iurge farm 
ers not to return the difference 
amount between what is 
shown on the "achi parchi" 
and what is transferred to 
their accounts," said Bhadur 
Singh Mehla, spokesperson of 
the BKU (Sir Chhotu Ram). 

He further said that on Fri 
day, they had to protest to 
ensure procurement of the 
paddy belonging-to a farmer 
named Aman Mehla from 
Baldi village, whose crop had 
a moisture content of 17.4 per 
cent. The miller initially 
refused to procure the paddy, 
citing high moisture, and 
offered only Rs 2,200 per quin 

tal, warning that no buyer 
Would come by evening. 

Irefused to sell it below the 
MSP and went to the market 
committee office to have the 
moisture content officially 
checked. I was shocked to see 
it was indeed 17.Aper cent, yet 
they still offered me Rs 2,200 
pér quintal. When BKU mem 
bers protested, my crop was 
finally procured on the MSP" 
said Aman Mehla. 

Manjeet Chaugana, Indri 
block president of the BKU 
(Charuni), said, "Several farm 
ers have complained that they 
are being forced to sell their 
produce at rates fixed by pri 
vate millers and procurement 
agencies. They are given 
kachi parchi" which. shows 
the rate of paddy to be given to 
farmers below the MSP while 
the actual amount transferred 

to them is at the MSP" 



|Afterbajra, famers resort 

to distress sale of cotton 

|DEEPENDER DESsWAL. 
TRIBUNE NËWS SERVICE 

HISAR, OCTOBER 10 

|After bajra and other Kharif 

crops, cotton farmers are 

also not getting the mini 

mum support price (MSP) as 

traders cite poor quality of 

the produce. The Cotton Cor 
poration of India (CCD. 

which intervenes in the mar 

ket when prices crash below 

the MSP has also not yet 
started procurement, leav 

ing farmers high and dry. 
According to farmers, they 

have been facing massive 

losses in the Kharif season on 

account of the recent heavy 

|rains. Now, whatever prO 

duce we have is also not being 
purchased bythe government 

agencies. We have no option, 

but to sell it at throwaway 

prices toprivate traders" said 
Dayanand Singh, a farmer of 
Kirtan village, who had sown 
cotton on two acres, Some of . Some of 
his cotton crop survived 
rains, and he was expecting 

lat least to recover his input 
|cost by selling it. 

Another farmer, Mukesh 
Kumar ofLadwi village, who 
sowed cotton on four acres of 
|land, said his crop was 

washed away in the recent 

rains. "But still, we were able 

to pluck some cotton and 

hoped to get reasonable 

prices. But private traders 

are offering around Rs 6,000 

per quintal, which is totally 

inadequate," he said. 
Farmer leaders demanded 

that the CCI should step in to 

stabilise market prices of cot 

ton so that farmers could get 

the MSPThe Centre has fixed 

the MSPat Rs 7,860 per quin 

tal for 27 MM quality cotton 

and Rs 8,910 per quintal for 

superior 28 MM quality. But 

farmers are being forced to 

sell their produce at much 

below the MSP Traders, how 

ever, said the produce arriving 

in mandis was of very poor 

quality. They said prices could 

Crash further due to this. 

An official of the CCI said 

they would start purchasing 
cotton at the MSP soon, 
while adding that the quality 

of crop had deteriorated due 
to recent heavy rains. The 
moisture content is still high 
in the cotton. Besides, we are 
in talks with the government 
and ginning mills for the 
supply of procured cotton to 
mills," the official said. 



st 

ti 
W 

SS 

ed 
of 
r 

), 

en 

iab 

nt 
lic 

dy 

of 

1) 

h 

Women agripreneur plan 
to belaunched on Oct 15 

t 

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 10 
In an effort to create women 
"agripreneurs" in the state, 
Punjab's Food Processing 
Department is all set to start a 
new initiative to mentor 
Women farmers and see them 
through their journey to 

The women who enrol for 
the programme will get an 

of opportunity to transition from 
traditional cultivation to prof. 
itable ventures that create sus 
tainable livelihoods and local 
employment opportunities. 

agribusiness ventures. 
The programme, named 

"Business Bibas", will be for 
mally launched from Punjab 
Agricultural University on 
October 15. 

anage and rin profitablebeen thesilent, drivers of food 

Business Bibas' 
initiative 

Women farmers will 

become decision-makers 
and owners of ventures. 

UMMEED 

"Across India's rural land 
scape, farm women have long 

security, seed preservation 
and household sustenance. 
Yet, despite their deer 

involvement in agricultural 
operations, their participation 
in decision-making and 
enterprise creation remains 
limited.This initiative aims to 
empowen farm women with 
entrepreneurial skills. This 
transformation requires more 
than just technical knowhow, 
it demands exposure to busi-
ness planning, market orien-
tation and financial inde-. 

Through 
structured training and hand 
holding, farm women can 
evolve into confident Busi confident Busi-

"The programme is the 
brainchild of Principal Sec 
retary, Food Processingpendence. 
department, Rakhee Gupta 
Bhandari, who says. that 
through this programme, 

UMMEED HOUSING FINANCE PVT. LTD Registered office at: Unit 2009-14, 20th Floor, Magnum Global Park, Sect-58, Gurugram (Haryana)-122011") CIN:U65922HR2016PTCO57984. 
APPENDIX IV (See rule 8(1)] POSSESSION NOTICE Where£s. The undersigned heing tha 

ness Bibas Bibas entrepreneure 
rooted in agriculture but driy. 
en by innovation, quality and value creation," she said. 
Initially, women self-help 

groups (SHGS) already 
working in the field of agro 
food processing will be cho 
sen. "About 30 groups have 
been called for the launch 
nextweek AmongsttheM. 
we-will assess how many 

groups would want to scale 
up their activities to grow 
into a full-fledged business. 
They will then be trained in 
identifying business oppor 
tunity, resource availability 
and market analysis and 
will also be imparted rele 
vant skills in business man 
agement and production," 

Dr KB Singh, director of 
Punjab Agricultural Man 

agement and Extension 
Training Institute told The 
Tribune. He said they 
would" also also help the 
agripreneurs do market 
surveys, price trend analy 
sis, in digital marketing 
and in exploring e-com 
merce platforms for the 
sale of their products. 
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BHARTESH SINGH THAKUR 
Why coughsyrup is proing fatal for kics 

NDIA is facing a repeat of past tragedies with the 
death of several children after consumption of con 
taninatedpaediatric cough syrups. Madhya Pradesh 

has reported at least 20 fatalities possibly linked to the 
adulterated Coldrif syrup - manufactured by Sresan 
Pharma based in Tamil Nadu -in the last month. Sam 
ple testing by the state's drug controller revealed the pres 
ence of 48.6 per cent Diethylene Glycol (DEG), a toxic sub 
stance. The permissible limit is 0.1 per cent. 

Rajasthan reported the death of two children allegedy 
caused by Kaysons Pharma's Dextromethorphan Hydro 
bromide syrup, a cough suppressant that is not typically 
prescribed for children. Rednex Pharmaceuticals 
Respifresh and Shape Pharma's Relife, both made in 
Gujarat, are also being investigated for DEG adulteration. 

Several states have ordered the seizure of these four 
syrups, and the Central Drugs Standard Control Organi 
sation (CDSCO) has sought details about cough syrup 
manufacturers from all states for a joint audit. 

The lax drug regulatory system in the country is back 
in focus, and the World Health Organisation (WHO) has 
reportedy pointed to gaps in India's cough syrup testing. 

HISTORY OF ADULTERATION 
The first documented case of cough syrup adulteration 
with DEGin India was detected in 1972 when 15 children 
died in Chennai, followed by 14 deaths in Mumbai in 1986. 
11 in Bihar in 1988. and 33 in Gurugram in 1998. 

TOPICAL 

In 2022, Maiden Phasmaceuticals' four cough syrups, manufactured in Sonepat (Haryana), were linked to 70 
children's deaths in The Gambia. In 2023, Marion Biotech's two formulations, manufactured in Uttar Pradesh, were connected to 18 deaths in Uzbekistan. Additionaly, 12 children died in Udhampur in Decem 

REUTERS 

No lessons learntfrom tragedies, systemic 
inertia that allows contamination in drugs 
to go unchecked-the lax regulatory system 
in the country is backin focus following a 
spate of deaths, mainy in Madhya Pradesh 

ber2019 and January 2020 due to adulterated syrupsman 
ufactured by Digital Vision. After the Gambia incident. 
CDSCO Conducted more than 900 risk-based inspections 
across the country, but deaths continue to take place. 

SOLVENTS AND NORMS REGARD0NG USE 
Propylerne GlycolPG)is used as a solvent in the prepara 
tion of paediatric liquid oral formulations, particularly 
cough syrups and analgesic syrups. It is used to dissolve 
water-immiscible drugs such as paracetamol, diazepam, 
Oxytetracycline, and diclofenac in pharma formulations. 
After water, PG is the most widely used solvent in drug 

manufacturing. It is also used in external preparations, 
injections, capsules, and other dosage forms.D 

PGis available bothas a commercial and pharma grade. 
It is manufactured in India and also imported mainly 
from China and South Korea. Drúg manufacturers are 
mandated to buy pharma-grade PGtrom licensed sup 
pliers or traders in sealed packaging. Suppliers have to 
test it before sendingit to drug manufacturers, whó to0 
are supposed to test every batch before use. 

WHY DEG AND EG ARE TOXIC 
According to the WHO, Diethylene Glycol and Ethylene 
Glycol (EG) are toxic substances used as industrial sol 
vents and antifreeze agents that can be fatal even when 

Che ibine cuRIICR AM 0 SATURDAY | 11 0CTOBER 2025 

taken in small amnounts, especially for children. They are 
commonly used for making antifreeze material and 
glues. Prof Digambár Behra, who practises at Fortis Hos 
pital, Mohali, said, The liver and kidney of infants are in 
a developing stage. So, toxic DEGin cough syrup affects 
them nore significantly. They can't metabolise it." 

MANDATORY REQUIREMENT'S 
Fims using PGmust test it according to Indian Pharma 
copoeia (P)or US Pharmacopoeia (USP) standards before 
use, specifically to ensure the absence of DEG and EG. 
Gas Chromatography (GC) is recommended. 

PG has to be stored under proper conditions, and con 
tainers should be securely closed. Besides, the manufac 
turer has to test finished products for the absence of DEG 
and EG. Also, control samples retained by the firm must 
be regularly checked. If contamination is detected, the 
productmust be immediately recalled from themarket. 

DEG anid EG being mixed with PG to savë costs may 
work for certain industrial applications, but in the case of 
drug manufacturing, the mixing done purposely or 
inadvertentlycan be fatal. 

WHERE REGULATIONS FALL SHORT 
According to the WHO. both DEG and EG can prove dead 
ly. The harmful effects inchude abdominal pain, vomiting, 

diarrhoea, inability to pass urine. headache, altered mnen 
tal state, and acute kidney injury, which may lead to death. 
But the question is, do state regulators have enough 
infrastructure to check whether firms are adequately 
testing for the presence of DEG and EG? Batch testing 
and in-process quality checks remain inadequate. 

In the latest instance, when reports of deaths surfaced, 
Madhya Pradesh claimed that the syrups had passed 
testing. but later Tamil Nadu raised concerns. This 
caused a delay in the response to seize the stock and 
exposed variations in testing standards across states. 

RESTRICTING CONSUMPTION 
On October 5, the Centre heldameeting with state and UT 
officials. Dr Sunita Sharma, Director General of Health 
Services (DGHS), highlighted the need for rational use of 
cough syrup for the paediatric population. Dr Rajiv Bahl, 
Secretary, Department of Health Research, stated that 
children should not be prescribed cough syrups or any 
combination of drugs to prevent side effects. 

Schedule M of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1945, 
which outlines Good Manufacturing Practices related to 
production and quality control, was revised on Deceriber 
28, 2023, to align domestic pharma production standards 
with global standards. However, the timeline was extend 
ed with conditions till December 2025. 

"As per Rule 74 of Drugs and Cosmetic Rules, drug man 
ufacturers must test raw material and the finished prod 
uct" says GL Singal, former State Drug Corntroller of 
Haryana. "It is the duty of inspectors to inspect manufac 
turing facilities at least once a year: Ifregulation is weak, 
MPike incidents will continue to happen" he adds. 

Public health activist Dinesh Thakur says the problem 
lies with the drug regulator: Why have they failed? It's 
because ofincompetence, corTuption and lack of account 
ability" he points out. 
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NITIpropOses decriminalisation 
oftaxoffences to transform system 
TRIBUNENEWS SERVICE 

NEWDELHI, 0CIOBER 1O 

In a significant push to reform 
India's tax system, NITI Aayog 
has proposed decriminalising 
12 tax-related offences under 
the Inconme-tax Act, 2025, which 
it deems administrative, techni 
cal or procedural defaults. The 
recommendation is part of the 
second paper in its "Tax Policy 
Working Paper Series', titled 
Towards India's Tax Transfor 

mation: Decriminalisation and 
Trust-Based Governance', 
released on Friday. 

The report outlines a compre 
hensive strategy to Overhaul the 
criminal provisions in the 
Income tax Act, aiming to foster 

trust-based govenance and 
reduce theburden on taxpayers. 

Of the 35 criminal offences 

'4 MILLION NEW JOBS POSSIBLE IN 5 YEARS' 
India's technology sector faces significant threat of job displace 

ments by 2031 due to Al disruption but italso has the opportunity 
to create4 million newjobs in next five years, NITI Aayog said on 
Friday in its report on Roadmapfor Job Creation in Al Economy. 
The govemment thinktank recommended launch of a national 

Al talentmissionanationally coordinated effort to transform 
India into the Al workforce capital of the world. 

identified, 12 should be fully 
decriminalised and addressed 
through civil ormonetarypenal 
ties alone, inchuding a range of 
administrative and technical 

defaults," the report said. It also 
proposes that 17 offences should 
retain criminal liability only for 
fraudulent or malafide intent, 
removing criminal sanctions for 
good faith procedural lapses 
thereby distinguishing fraud 
from honest error: 

00000000000000000000000000000000000o002 

The report highlighted an 
Over-reliance on criminal sanc 

tions in the current framework, 
with 35 distinct actions and 
omissions classifiedas criminal 

offences, many carrying rigor 
ous imprisonment terms ofup 
to seven years. It notes that the 
existing law presumes a "cul 
pable mental state', placing the 
burden ofproofon taxpayers to 
demonstrate their innocence. 

NITI Aayog argues the 
approach disproportionately 
penalises minor technical or 
procedural non-compliance, 

often without distinguishing 

between honest errors and 
deliberate fraud. Toaddress this. 
it proposes retaining criminal 
liability only for cases involving 
fraudulent or mala fide intent 
such as orchestrated taxevasion 
or fabricating evidence. ROr 
minor infractions, it advocates 
replacing criminal sanctions 
with civil or monetarypenalties, 
allowing taxpayers to comect 
procedural defaults without fac 
ing prosecution. The report also 
calls for shifting the burden of 
proof from taxpayers to tax 
authorities, requiring the latter 
to establish wilful or fraudulent 
intentbeyondreasonable doubt. 

Further, NITI suggests 
removing mandatory mini 

mum jail terms and introduces 
judicial discretion to decide 
between simple or rigorous 
imprisonment. 

ft 
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Tribunal orders monitoring to curb 
illegal sand mining along Yamun 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 10 

The National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) has issued directions to 
strengthen monitoring and 
coordination to prevent illegal 
sand mining along the Yamu 
na loodplains between Delhi 
and Ghaziabad. The order fol 
lows hearings on three con 
nected matters, inchuding a 
suo motupetition. 

The Tibunal took cogni 
sance of reports of some work 
ers constructing a road across 
the river near Panchayara vi 
lage in Ghaziabad, connecting 
itto Alipur on Delhi's outskirts, 
to facilitate sand mining. Exca 
vators were being used on 
floodplains beyond permitted 
limits, and sand was beirng 

Aimsto protectfloodplains betweenDelhi &Ghaziabed 

The cases are listed for final hearing on October 29. FILE 

dredged in areas not allowed 
under official leases, 

The NGT Bench noted that 
an affidavit dated October 9 
was filed by the Secretary, 
Geology and Mining Depart 

ment, Uttar Pradesh, on behalf 
of the Chief Secretary. 
The District Mining Officer 

was directed to file an affidavit 
detailing compliance by 
respondents. 

The Chief Secretary, Delhi, 
was instructed to file an affi 
davit confirming nomination 
of officers for a JointInter State 
Task Force. The Tribunal fur 
ther directed, "The Joint Inter 
State Task Force for monitor 
ing of mining activities is 
directed to make requisite 
jointvisits and holdjoint meet 
ings and file at least one day 
before the date of hearing 
fixed, minutes ofmneetings and 
action taken report giving 
details regarding action taken 
to prevent illegal mining and 
also to upload the same on the 
websites of District Magis 

rates concerned, of Govern 
ment ofNCTofDelhiand Goy 
ernment of UP" 

The cases are listed for final 
hearing on October 29. 
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PM Modi launches key 
agriculture schemes 
with 235,000 cr outlay 
HT Correspondent 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar 
endra Modi on Saturday said that 
the reforms in agriculture and 
farming sectors undertaken by the 
Union government in the last 11 
years have begun to show results, 
but for speedy development of the 
country, these sectors will need to 
be strengthened further. 

PM Modi made the remarks 
as he launched two major agri 
cultural schemes with an outlay 
of 235,440 crore to boost pulses 
production and improve the 
larm sector growth in 100 low 
performing districts. The two 
schemes - PM Dhan Dhaanya 

Narendra Modi 

Krishi Yojana with an outlay of 
24,000 crore that aims to trans 
form agriculture across 100 dis 
tricts; and a 1,440-crore Mis 
sion for Aatmanirbharta in 
Pulses- will transform the for 
tunes of millions of farmers in 
India, he added. ’P2 



Modi launches two agri 
schemes Worth 235k-cr 

HT Correspondent 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar 
endra Modi on Saturday said 
that the reforms in agriculture 

and farming sectors undertaken 

by the Union government in the 
last ll years have begun to show 
results, but for speedy develop 
ment of the country, these sec 
tors will need to be strengthened 
further. 

PM Modi made the remarks 

as he launched two major agri 
cultural schemes with an outlay 
of 235,440 crore to boost pulses 
production and improve the 
farm sector growth in 100 low 
performing districts. The two 
schemes-PM Dhan Dhaanya 
Krishi Yojana with an outlay of 
R2A,000 crore that aims to trans 
form agriculture across 100 dis-
tricts; and a |1,440-crore Mis 
sion for Aatmanirbharta in 
Pulses will transform the for 
tunes of millions of farmers in 

India, he added. 
"Agriculture and farming 

have always been an important 
part of our development journey. 
0t is crucial that agriculture con 
tinues to receive government 
support as times change, unfor-
tunately, the earlier govern 
ments had left agriculturists and 
farmers to fend for themselves. 

PM Narendra Modi during an interaction with farmers at Indian 
Agricultural Research Institute in New Delhi on Saturday. 

They had no vision and the vari 
ous departments related to agri-
culture were working in silos, 
which weakened the sector." 
Modi said, targeting the carlier 
Congress-led govermments for 
failing to bolster the sector. 

Recounting the efforts madc 
to empower farmers in the last 11 
years, PM said his government 
has ensured that there is support 
for the farmers fromn he beej to 
the bazaar" (seed to markets). 

"For 21st-century India to 
achieve rapid development, 
reforms in our agricultural sys 
tem were essential, and this 
began in 2014. We changed the 
previous governments' careless 

PMO 

attitude towards agriculture. We 
implemented countless reforms 
and improvements for the bene 
fit of all of you farmers, from 
seeds to the market.." he said. 

Commenting on thc growing 
Aspirations of peoplc. Modi satd 
they arc ho longer happy with a 
few acoonplishments "We ave 
to keep making changes in every 
Sector and rcforms are a 
must..Ihe PM Dhan Dhanya 
Krishi Yojna is inspired by the 
aspirational disrict policies. 
Earlier, the governments would 
just declare districts backward 
and forget about hem but we 
paid special attention to these 
districts and called them aspira 

PM to visit Srisailam 
Temple on Oct 16 
HYDERABAD: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
will be on a day's visit to 
Andhra Pradesh on 
October 16 to have a dar 
shan of Lord Mallikar 
juna Swamy at the Srisa 
ilam temple in Nandyal 
district, besides address 
ing a rally at Kurnool, 
officials confirmed on 
Saturday. 

"A gathering of 
around 3 lakh people 
from both Kurnool and 
Nandyal districts are 
expected for the meet 
ing," BJP state president 
PVN Madhav said. HTC 

tional districts," he said. 
PM Modi also inaugurated 

projects worth over 5,450 crore 
and laid foundation stone for 
additional works valued at 
around R815 crore in various sec 
tors, including agriculture, ani 
mal husbandry, fisheries, and 
food processing. 

He also paid tribute to Bharat 
Ratna Jayaprakash Narayan and 
Bharat Ratna Nanaji Deshmukh 
on their birth anniversary. 
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{OVER THE HORIZON 
Arunabha Ghosh 
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World can't let critical 
minerals go the oil way 

Energy transition must be fair. 
equitable and just, leaving 
nobody behind. The 
governance of critical 
minerals must evolve in 
response to this context 

ajor economies are scram 
bling to develop their own 
responses to restrictions of 
rare earths and critical min 
erals thrOugh domestic poli 

.cies and international deals, 
Near-term reactions will eventually need to 
give way to long-term strategic action. In the 
clean energy transition, critical minerals can 
not go»the oil and gas way. 

M 
Most recently, Beijing has announced tighter restrictions on exports of rare earths. 

The applications of copper, lithium, nickel, cobalt, and rare earth elements in solar pan els, wind turbines, electric vehicles, standal-one batteries, and semiconductors are welI 
known. Less understood is how countries and 
companies define their criticality. For some, 
LdepenasS on the strategic importance to key 

s and availability in the face of sup 
ply risks. 

Others fear that criticality stems from the risk of weaponisation. The threats ts are com 
pounded by a rising concentration in the pro duction and processing of minerals. For oth-ers still, especially those with vast reserves, minerals promise economic development 

For companies facing huge capital expenses to prospect and develop mines, minerals 

come with apremium o yclarity, price 
consistency: wand opportunities for cliabn 
tion and risk-sharing, In short, a critical min 
eral means different things to different con 
stituencies. What is common, as the Quad 
Foreign Ministers' meeting in Japan recog nised, is the transformative role these miner 
als play in critical and emerging technologies. 

Energy transition must be fair, equitable 
and just, leaving nobody behind, The govern 
ance of critical minerals must evolve in 
response to this context. s the US and China 
come to head over these key minerals, the 
world cannot make the same mistake with 
critical minerals as it did with oil and gas. It needs a global framework to address sourcing and policy coordination. 

We tend to t of critical minerals in 
three ways: Demand, supply, and bilateral deals through which demand and supply are matched. In this framing, a country either 
promises a a significarnt supply of critical min 
erals (such as Chile or Argentina), or gener 
ates large demands for minerals (such as the 
US EV manufacturing or India's clean tech 
and battery needs). Such a lens can propel the 
race to grab mineral resources at the cost of 
others. For fossil energy, the Organisation of 
the Petroleum Exporting Countries (0pec) 
has tried to control supply while the Interna tional Energy horically major eneraY 

has tried to provide 
security for the 
demanders, namely advanced economies. These parallel regimes regularly lock horns 
over the dynamics of energy markets. If criti cal minerals go down the same rou eroute, export 
ersmighti 

REFLECTIONS 

at impose restrictions to raise prices, 

sources of supply. The resulting uncertainty 
while buyers will try to control mines and 

would adversely impact emerging economies 

with growing energy demand but without the 
deep pockets for a mineral rush. 

The world must sidestep this race to the 
bottomwith a rules-based architecture for 
critical minerals. This starts with changing 
the framing from demand-and-supply towards opportunities, risks, and platforms for collaboration. 

Four opportunities can be identified for 
both suppliers and the demand side. The frst is in data transparency for countries and 
companies. For instance, India has developed 
a public National Geoscience Data Repository through which 

lyse geoscientific 
ymnng company can ana 

a and propose mineral 
exploration options. Exploration data must be 
standardised to improve data consistency and 
collect granular mineral exploration data. 

The second is collaboration on exploration, 
exploration technologies and finding alterna 
tive sources. A G20 study found that just 15 
countries possess between 55-90% of global 
reserves of critical minerals needed for low 
carbon technologies. Diversification of sour 
ces cannot happen without conscious efforts 
in technology cooperation. One approach is to have reverse auctions solely for exploration. 
Virtual models of the Earth's crust can also be 
created using Al and remote sensing, Another 
area of cooperation is in responsible offshore 
exploration. 

The third opportunity is co-development of 
min neral processing technologies. Countries home to large mineral s and mining 
companies have a mutual interest in develop 
ing, deploying and transferring advanced technologjes for exploration and production. 
A recent study the Council on Energy, 
Environment Water (CEEW) finds that 
India already processes seven critical miner 

While tbe market can focus on technology choices, governments can set parameters and performance standards. 
als at a commercial scale, but must scale up 
R&D, recycling, and new p 

I value chains. BCOmpetitive in 
GcesSing hubs to 

1, mineral recycling can create local 
and resilient supply chains. This could signif 
cantly reduce import dependence. For 
instance, recycling solar waste and modules can lead to the recovery of silicon, copper, tel 
lurium, and cadmium. India's recently 
announced Critical Minerals Mission has a 
specific focus on the circular economy of 
minerals. 

ren 

The above comes with risks, starting with arbitrary nationalisation and restrictive local regulations. A second risk is that companies are not able to exit easily from projects after having invested heavily in capital expendi 
ical infrastructure (mining infrastructure, 
ture. Then comes the risk of inadequate phys-
railways and ports) to transport minerals 
without disruptions. 

To reduce risks, political support is needed to build trust in critical mineral supply 
chains. The world needs collaborative plat 
forms and rules of the road� at the mini 
mum, a set of voluntary principles. In Sep tember 2024, a panel on critical energy transi 
tion minerals recommended coordination on 
economic issues in mineral value chains, the 
need for a global traceability, transparency and accountability framework, and funds to 

deal with abandoned mines. At the Baku CoP. 
heads of government repeated the need for 
recognising sovereignty over natural resour 
ces while also calling for fairlequitable distri 
bution of bele to onerate, technolO8' 

, responsible mining prac 
tices, social 
cooperation, and the need for diversification 
of sources. 

likely to emerge as forums of 
This is where minilateral platoms ag and 

action. Some initiatives are already emerging. The Mineral Security Partnership (MSP) isa coalition of 14 economies accounting for 
more than 50% of global GDP. India was the first non-G7 couanroducer countries n 

y to join the MSP and the 
objective is to i 
Africa, Southeast Asia and South America. Quad members have also been exploring engaging with mineral-supplying countries a 
a joint effort rather than pursuing bilateral deals alone. .Also, in 2023, India's presidency 
Principles for Collaboration on Critical Min 

of the G20 proposed the Voluntary High-Level 
erals for Energy Transitions. Africa has a Min 
erals Strategy Group; a summit is due in Octo ber 2025. 

ally acceptable and adequate guardrails to 
All these efforts must ensure internation 

foster an environment of cooperation rather 
than unruly competition. 
nised standards for mineral exploration and 

.A degree of harmo 
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exploitation is needed. Moreover, while the 
market can focus on technology choices, gov ernments can set parameters and perform 
ance standards to balance economic, social 
and environmental imperatives. Source coun 
tries should be supported to manage the 
"resource curse" and, instead, build capital 
reserves for economic diversification and 
value addition. Domestic governance of criti 
cal minerals should include clear and consist 
ent regulations, fair competiton ana prica and d equitable sharing of revenues Tor munities and companies. Fu , alternative 
models for risk-sharing and lowering the cost 
of capital should be explored along with 
active efforts for technology co-development. 
Finally, circular economy could rinh intensive economic opportu 
nities and reduce environmental damage. 

The raw materials essential for a net zero 
world are critical not just because of the risks 
in securing them or for the benefits that could 
accrue to a few countries. Fair, t ,transparent, equitable and efficient global governance of 
critical minerals is a necessary condition for 
our common sustainable future. 

Arunabha Ghosh is CEO of the Council on 
Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW) 

and Special Envoy for COP30 representing South Asia. The views expressed are persornal 
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61% bird species face declining numbers: IUCN. 

P 

Jayashree Nandi 

The IUCN Red List update 
includes reassessments of 1.360 
bird species by BirdLife Interna 
tional. Nearty 1.256 (1.5%) of the 
IL185 species assessed are glo-

d baly threatened. Overall, 61% of 
bird species have declining popu-
lations-increased from 44% in 
2016, the assessment states. 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The slender-billed 

curlew, a migratory shorebird last 
recorded in Morocco in 1995 has 

been decared extinct by the Inter 
national Union for Conservation 

of Nature (TUCN). A paper pub 
lished in the journal Ibis 
(November 17, 2024) confirmed 
that the species is likely extinct. 

"Fifteen years ago, the Slender 
billed Curlew Working Group 
(SBCWG) sent expert volunteer 
observerS Out to scour suitable 
habitats in some 30 countries of 
the species' non-breeding range 
to try to prove that it still existed. 
The paper published in Ibis last 
year shows that we were too late, 

and the bird was probably already 
functionally extinct at the time of 
the last incontrovertible sighting 
in 1995," Nicola Crockford, chair 
of the SBCWG and observer on 
behalf of BirdLife International to 
AEWA and the Convention on 
Migratory Species (CMS) said in a 
note in the Agreement on the 
Conservation of African-Eurasian 
Migratory Waterbirds. 

Diospyros angulata, a species 
in the same genus as ebony trees, 
last recorded in the early 1850s 
was also among six species 
declared extinct by IUCN on Fri 
day. Three Australian mammals, 
the marl, the south-eastern 
striped bandicoot; and the Nullar 
bor barred bandicoot; as well as 
Delissea sinuata, a plant native to 
the Hawaiian Islands, were 
assessed for the first time and 
entered the Red List as Extinct. 

Christmas Island shrew and a 
species of cone snail were also in 
the list of extinct species. 

The most prevalent cause of 
bird population declines is habitat 
loss and degradation, driven espe 

cially by agricultural expansion 
and intensification and logging 
the foremost threats to birds at 
the risk of extinction, IUCN said. 

This update highlights Mada 
gascar, West Africa, and Central 

America as regions where tropi 
cal forest loss poses a growing 
threat to birds. In Madagascar, l4 
endemic forest bird species have 
been uplisted to Near Threatened 

and three to Vulnerable, includ-
ing the Schlegel's asity (Philepitta 
schlegeli), whose males have 

vibrant blue and green face wat 
tles. In West Africa, five species 
are now Near Threatened, incud 

ing the black-casqued hornbill 
(Ceratogymna atrata), which is 
also hunted and traded. In Central 

America, forest loss has pushed 
the tail-bobbing northern nightin 
gale-wren (Microcerculus philo-
mela) to Near Threatened. 

"That three in five of the 
world's bird species have declin 
ing populations shows how deep 
the biodiversity crisis has become 
and how urgent it is that govern 
ments take the actions they have 

committed to under multiple con 
ventions and agreements," said 

Dr lan Burfield, BirdLife's Gobal 

Science Coordinator (Species) and 

Bird Red List Authority Coordina 

tor in a statement. "The restora 

tion of native forest habitat on 

Rodrigues Island, facilitatng the 
successful recovery of the 
endemic Rodrigues warbler 
(Acrocephalus rodericanus) from 
Critically Endangered in 1996 to 
Least Concern today, shows what 

is possible through partnership 
and perseverance." 

The IUCN Red List now 

incudes I72,620 species of which 
48,646 are threatened with 

extinction. Some Indian species 

are also doing poorty. "First-ever 
IUCN Red List assessment for the 
Indian Wolf (Canis lupus palli 
pes)! Now listed as Vulnerable 
(A2ae; C1)-with only 2,877-3,310 
mature individuals left in the 

wild. One of India's most enig 
matic predators stands on the 
brink- the time to act is now," 
said Bilal Habib, professor, Wild 
life Institute of India. 
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PM bats for agri seli-reliance, 
unveils two T35K-cr schemes 
Focus Son cuttingimports of pulses, bocsting growthin 100 districts 
TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 11 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday launched 
two major agricultural 
schemes with a combined 
outlay of Rs 35,440 crore to 
boost production of pulses 
and improve the farm sector 
growth in 100 low-perform 
ing districts of the country. 

Modi launched the schemes 
- Pradhan Mantri Dhan 
Dhaanya Krishi Yojana and 
Mission for Aatmanirbharta 
in Pulses during a special 

event at the Indian Agricul 
tural Research Institute here. 
He said the schemes were 
designed to transform the 
lives of crores of farmers, 
reduce dependence on 
imports and increase exports. 

The Pradhan Mantri Dhan 
Dhaanya Krishi Yojana, with 
an outlay of Rs 24,000 crore, 
aims to boost agricultural 
productivity, and encourage 
crop diversification and sus 
tainable practices. It also 
seeks to enhance post-har 
vest storage at panchayat 
and block levels, improve 
irrigation facilities and 
ensure availability of long 
term and short-term credit in 

PM Narendra Modi interacts with famers at Indian Agricultural Research Institute in New Delhi. PTi 

100 selected districts. The and exparnd cultivation area. 
Mission for Aatmanirbharta It also focuses on strengthen 
in Pulses has an allocation of ing the entire value chain, 
Rs 11,440 crore and is dedi- covering essential compo 
cated to achieving self- nents such as procurement, 
reliance in production of efficient storage and process-
pulses. The scheme aims to ing, all while working to min 
increase productivity levelsvimise post-harvest losses. 

The two schemes, already 
approved by the Union Cabi 
net, will be implemented from 
the upcoming rabi (winter) 
season till 2030-31. The PM 
also inaugurated projects val 
ued at over Rs 5,450 crore in 

CONTINUBD ON PAGE6 



PM bats for agri 
self-reliance... 

agriculture, animal husbandry, 

fisheries and food processing 

sectors, and laid foundation 

stone for additional projects 

worth around Rs 815 crore. 
30-minute During his 

address, Modi attacked the 
Congress governments for 

not having any vision and 

strategy for the growth of the 
agriculture and allied sectors, 

which weakened the farm 

ecosystem. 
He underscored that farm 

ers hada critical role to play 

in realising the vision of a 
developed India (Viksit 
Bharat) by 2047. You (farm 
ers) have made India self 

reliant in foodgrain post 
Independence.Now, you 
have a crucial role in making 
India a developed nation 

(Viksit Bharat). On one hand, 
we have to become i self 
reliant (in food), while on the 
other hand we should pro 

. duce for the global market.," 
he said, urging farmers to 
focus on crops that have glob 
al demand. 



Rana on visit to Kenya, holds talks on farm 
innovation, technological cooperation 
TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE 

CHANDIGARH, OGTOBER 11 

Haryana Agriculture and 
Farmers' Welfare Minister 

Shyam Singh Rana is cur 
rently on a five-day official 
visit to Nairobi, the capital of 
Kenya, from October 9 to 13. 
He is accompanied bya 20 
member Indian delegation. 
The main objective of the 
visit is to strengthen mutual 
cOoperation between India 
and Kenya in the fields of 
agriculture, horticulture and 
agricultural products, as 
well as to promote the 
exchange of modern agricul-
tural technologies. 

During the visit on Fri 
day, the Haryana delega 
tion met senior officials of. 
the International Agricul 
tural Research Institute 
and the International 

Maize and Wheat 
Centre . Improvement, 

(CIMMYT). The meetings 

included extensive discus 
sions on innovations in 

maize and wheat, agricul 
tural mechanisation, 

strategies to tackle cli 
the mate .change and 

shared use of advanced 
agricultural technologies. 

It was agreed at the meet 

ing that exchange pro-. 
grammes should be initiat 
ed between agricultural 
universities and research 
institutions of both the 
countries to ernhance 

mutual cooperation in agri 
cultural research, training 
and development of new 
technologies. 

The delegation also visit 
ed the Kenya National 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (KNCCI) head 
quarters, where they held a 
courtesy meeting with the 
organisation's CEO. and 
had mneaningful discus 

sions on export-import of 
agricultural products, mar 

stock breeders, along with 
the government's farmner 
friendly policies, has 
strengthened India's agri 
cultural sector. Today, India 
is the world's largest pro 
ducer of milk, a leading pro 

ducer of coarse cereals, and 
ranks second in the produc 
tion of rice. and wheat. 
India's contribution in 

fruits, vegetables and fish 
eries is also remarkable," 

Rana expressed confi 
dence that this Kenya visit 
would open new avenues of 
cooperation between the two 
countries in the field of agri 
culture and technical collab 
oration would benefit farm 
ers. He said, "Today, India 
not only feeds its vast popu 
lation, but also supplies food 
products to many countries 
around the world." 

-The delegation includes 
agricultural experts, uni 
versity representatives and 
farmers. 

ket expansion and trade 
cooperation. 

Agriculture minister said 
this visit would open up new 
opportunities for farmers of 
Haryana. He said the objec 
tive of the Haryana Govern 
ment was to connect farmers 

of the state with global-level 
modern agricultural tech 
nologies and implement suc 
cessful models so as to 
increase crop productivity 
and reduce costs. 

He said, �India produces 
all types of grains, fruits 

This and vegetables. 
diversity gives the coun 
try a unique identity in 
the global agricultural 
landscape. India has 
always played a leading 
role in meeting chal 
lenges of the 21st century, 
and its contribution to 

global food security con 
tinues to grow."a 
Rana said, The hard 

work of farmers and-live 



d 

Post MP kids dealls, panel makes glycol 7 
testmandatoryfor all syrupformlations 

BHARTESH SINGHTHAKUR 
TRIUNI NIWS SIVICH 

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 11 
In the wake of 24 deaths of 

children in Madhya Pradesh 
allegedly due to cough 
Syrups adulterated with 
diethylene glycol (DEG), the 
Indian Pharmacopoeia Com 
mission has amended norms 
and made it mandatory for all 
oral liquid formulations to be 
tested for impurities of DEG 
and ethylene glycol (EG). 

The Indian Pharmacopoeia 
Commission is an autonomous 
institution under the Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare. 
Commission Secretary-cum 
Scientific Director DrV Kalai 
sevlan has written to all state 
drug controllers stressing 
amendments to some mono 
graphs of the Indian Pharma 
copeia (P) 2022, for effective 
implementation. 

"As per the amendment, 
now, all liquid orals must be 

DEADLY CONCOCTIONS 

Maiden Pharmaceuticals' four cough syrups, manufactured in 
Sonepat, Haryana, were linked to 70 children's deaths in The 
Gambia in 2022. In 2023, Marion Biotech's two fomulations, 
manufactured in UP were connected to 18 deaths in Uzbekistan 

As many as 12 children died in Udhampur in December 2019 
and January 2020 due to aduterated syrups. The first docu 
mented case of cough syrup aduteration with diethylene glycol 
in India was detected in 1972 when 15 children died in Chennai 

tested for DEG and EG impu 
rities, irrespective of whether 
propylene glycol (PG) was 

added to the formulation," 

said Haryana's State Drug 
Controller Lalit Goel. 

In a letter issued to all senior 
drug controloflicers ofHaryana 
today, Goel instructed, "You are 
hereby requested to bring this 
mandatory requirement to all 
manufacturing units under 
your jurisciction for strict com 
pliance. This amendment is 
effective immediately:" 

Sresan Pharma's Coldrif 

syrup is under scanner for chil 
dren's deaths in Madhya 
Pradesh, and the testing by the 
Tamil Nadu drug controller 
revealed 48.6 per cent DEG in 
the sample, a toxic substance. 
Meanwhile, two moe formula 
tions, Rednex Pharmaceuti 
cals' Respifresh and Shape 
Pharma's Relife, both made in 
Gujarat, are being investigated 
for DEG adulteration. 

Respifiresh testing revealed 
1.342 per cent DEG, while 
Relife sampling found 0.616 
per cent DEG against the per 
missible limit of 0.1per cent. 

Propylene glycol PG) is 

widely used in the prepara 
tion of pediatric liquid oral 
formulations, particularly 
cough syrups and analgesic 
syrups. Both the Indian 
Pharmacopoeia and the Unit 
ed States Pharmacopeia pro 
vide tests for the absence of 
impurities in PG. The two 
critical impurities, DEG and 
EG, are toxic and potentially 
fatal. But now, all oral formu 
lations need to be tested for 
DEG and EG, regardless of 
whether PG is added, using a 
gas chromatography test. 

However, former State Drug 
Controllerof Haryana, GL Sin 

gal, said, The addendunm 
imphes that not just PG but 
even if water is used a soBvent 

in aral hquid formulations, the 
manufacturer has to go for gas 
chromatography for testing 
EG and DEG. It will impact 
small scale sector phama 
industry as gas chromatogra 
phy equipment is expensive" 
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Over 60% of world's rivers diverted or 
dammed: biodiversity livelihoods at risk 
ADITI TANDON 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

NEWDELHI, OCTOBERI1 
A significant new report on 
Saturday threw light on 
heightened extreme climate 
events across the world, 
includingin India, attributing 
the disasters to enhanced 
human activity and broken 
connections in nature. 

Nearly one-third of the 
Earth's land surface has 
already been profoundly trans 
formed by human activity, leay 
ing ecosysterns degraded and 
fragmented, according to the 
Global Land Outlook Thematic 
Report on Ecological Connec 
tivity and Land Restoration. It 
was launched at the Interna 
tional Union for Conservation 
ofNature 1UCN) World Conser 
vation Congress in Abu Dhabi. 

Rivers are being cut by dams 
and urban growth is putting 
food, water, biodiversity and 
livelihoods atrisk unless urgent 
action is taken, said the report. 

New report flags heightened extreme climate 
events across India, other nations 

The report says the movement of species and the natural flow 
of water are under threat from increasing human activities. 

Produced by the United 
Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) and 
the Convention on the Conser 
vation of Migratory Species of 
Wild Animals (CMS), the study 
shows that Earth'slandscapes 
are interconnected like a living 
mosaic, held together by the 
movement of species and the 
natural flow of water, nutrients 

and energy, But today, these 
lifeline networks. of rivers, 
forests and grasslands are 
increasingly under threat, dis 
rupting and diminishing the 
functioning ofnatural systems. 

The report reveals stark find 
ings. More than 60 per cent of 
the world's rivers have been 
divertedor dammed. It cites the 
striking example of Asia's 

Mekong, which was once the 
world'smost productive inland 

fishery and has now been frag 
mented by dams, disrupting 
fish migrations and threatening 
the food security of millions. 

Roads, railways and cities 
continue to carve up habitats, 
leaving only small, isolated 
patches of nature behind. 
Globally, the road network is 
projected to expand by 60 per 
cent by 2050, putting even 
more pressure on ecosys 
tems" said the report, advo 
cating the need to balance 
development with ecology. 

UNCCD Executive Secretary 
Yasmine Fouad said, "Life on 
our planet depends on healthy 
land and water systems not 
only for nature, but for people. 
When these ties are broken,it is 
the mostvulnerable who suffer 
first. This report shows that 
restoring ecosystems means 
restoring the links between 
them. We must connect to 
restore and restore to connect." 
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Sale, distribution ofColdrif 
COugh syrupbanned in city 

Was declared not of standard quality, says offieer + 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER11 

The Delhi Government has 
banned the sale, purchase and 
distribution of Coldrif cough 
syrup after it was declared 
not of standard quality due 
to the presence of a toxic 
chemical, according to an offi 
cial order issued on Friday. 

Coldrif Syrup (Paraceta 
mol, Phenylephrine 
Hydrochloride, Chlorpheni 
ramine Maleate), manufac 
tured in May 2025 by Sresan 
Pharmaceutical Manufac 
turer in Tamil Nadu, was 
found to contain 46.28 per 
cent Diethylene, Glycol 
(DEG), a chemical known to 
be highly toxic to humans. 

cough syrup. REUTERS FILE 

WAS FOUND TO CONTAIN 
TOXIC CHEMICAL 

The authorities have direct 
ed all stakeholders to imme 
diately halt the sale, purchase 
and distribution of the affect 
ed batch and have warned 
the public againstits use. The 
governmnent has also sought 
assistance from all stakehold 

Coldrif Syrup (Paracetamol, 
Phenylephrine Hydrochloride, 
Chlorpheniramine Maleate), 

A man shows a bottle of Coldrif-chemical known to be highly 
toxic to humans. 

manufactured in May 2025 by 
Sresan Pharmaceutical 

Manufacturer in Tami! Nadu, 
was found to contain 46.28 per 
cent Diethylene GlycoB (DEG), a 

ers to ensure strict compli 
ance and wide dissemination 

of the advisory. 
The ban comes amid 

growing concern over the 
circulation of adulterated 
cough syrups in several 
parts of the country. 



AJEET CoUR 

HAPA Gurcharan Singhji nodded 
and said, Randhawa was a dhulha.' 
Both ofus were renminiscing about 
MS) Randhawa Sahib. The word 

dulha instead of larra seermed 
more suitable from themouth ofGurcharani. 
B 

Groom of Punjab who decorated Chandigarh like a bride 

*** 

I met Randhawa Sahib for the irst time 
through the novelist Sardar Nanak Singhji, 
who took me to meet him. Randhawa Sahib 
had written a letter to me about some land 
issúe. I had thrown it away.Ihad no prior 
acquaintance with him.. I just knew from 
hearsay that he'was an influential, respected, 
and refined man; some high-ranking officer, 
nothing înore. That's all. 

It was a huge government room! It was a 
clean oom, unlike the typical dull and shab 
by office rooms. There was a flower vase on 
the table with flowers in itThe chairs and 
tables--everything was clean and gileaming. 
And on the other side of the table was Rand 
hawa Sahib, the (deputy) commissioner of 

Poler 

THE BLUE POTIER: THE CREATIVE 
GENIUS OF PUNJAB 

by Ajeet Cour. 
Aleph. 

Pages 424. T999 

Delhi. One rarely encounters such a magnet 
ic and fascinating personality.A fair complex 
ion witha hint of pink, almost as if saffiron 
had been kneaded into white butter A glis 
tening forehead! Sparkling eyes! Divine fea 
tures and a carved face! He seemed to be 
some Greek god scupted by Michelangelo. 

*** 

Randhawa Sahib said, You did notrespond 
to my letter I told you that I am developing 

a new colony in Hauz Khas. Plots are being 
sold. It's my heartfelt desire for all writers, 
artists, and musicians to buy plots in Hauz 
Khas. The plots are being sold at a very rea 
sonable and affordable rate now -a 500 
yard plot costs 5,000. But in the future, it 
wil bè worth lakhs.' 

I replied, Randhawa Sahib, I'm strictly 
against owning land and property Why 
would I need land? Renting a couple of 

.rooms somewhere is enough to make a 
home.' You are such a silly gir. You haveno 
gumption, he scolded me affectionately. 

Randhawa Sahib, it's true. I am not at all 
wise. What can I do?" He said, If you have 
any financial problems, I can pay for it now. 
Andyou canjustpayme báck in smallinstal 
ments, each month.:' 

ew Denm 

What kind of person was he? I was sitting 
before someone of amagnanimous tempera 
ment! I felt immense affection for him. 

Randhawa Sahib, please give me some 
time to think.' Yes, take your time. Amrita 
Pritam has already bought a plot. So have 
Kartar Singh Duggal and Bhapa Pritam 

Singh. Shanti Híranand, the disciple of Begum Akhtar, has also bought a plot. They 
are not fools, you know' He bade me 
farewell after offering his advice. 

Randhawa Sahib was born on 2 February 
1909, and we cannot deny the fact that he dis 
played great maturity in his thinking and 
wisdom, even in his youth. He was a govern ment official who had held very hígh-rank 
ing posts. He was an expert in agricultural 
innovations and was one of the initiators of 
the Green Revolution. He even worked to 
rehabilitate the people who had been dis 
placed from Pakistan to this side of Punjab. 

An avid historian, his love for art was more 
than just a hobby. He was always ready to 
make sacrifices for artistic pursuits. Heused 
to roam around the villages in the hills in 
search of miniature paintings from the Pun 
jab school in order to buy them. He wrote 
variousbooks about the miniature paintings. 

When he became the commissioner of 
Chandigarh, he marked every leaf and plant 

with his name by personally taking care of 
the green development of the city. The lanes 

of Chandigarh are known even today 
because of the lakhs of trees that were plant 
ed by him. Similar trees planted along every 
lane, and the leaves and blossoms of those 
trees, all seem to whisper the name of Rand 
hawa Sahib. Different types of flowers scat 
teredacroSs diferentroads! Theentire city is 
decorated with different bloSsoms. 

Randhawa Sahib was unusually, arnd quite 
wonderfully, prudent. He was so fond of flo 
ra and fauna that he had an almost familial 
bond with plantsas if they were his close 
associates. The groom of Punjab decorated 
Chandigarh like a bride with his own hands. 

He built two grand museums in Chandi 
garh. One was for contemporary art and 
another for miniature paintings and old 
sculptures as well as modern artcollected by 
him. Who else would have created these? 
Whatever he has built is the pride of Punjab. 

- Ercerptedfrom The Blue Potter by 
Ajeet Cour (translated by Sushmindar 
Jeet Kaur) with permission from Aleph 
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