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SC rejects plea seeking CBI probe into cough syrup deaths

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Friday dismissed a petition
seeking a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) probe into
the deaths of at least 20 children
in Madhya Pradesh’s Chhind-
wara district reportedly caused
by the consumption of contami-
nated cough syrup.

* A bench of Chief Justice of

India Bhushan R Gavai and jus-

" tice K Vinod Chandran declined

to entertain the public interest
litigation (PIL) filed by advocate
Vishal Tiwari, following objec-
tions raised by Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta.

Although Mehta was not for-
mally representing any party in
the case, he submitted that the
issue did not warrant the
Supreme Court’s intervention
since the state governments of

Madhya Pradesh and Tamil

‘Wadu were already competentto ease. but I can say with confi-’

deal with it
“I am not appearing in this

MANY CHILDREN IN
MADHYA PRADESH
FELL ILL IN SEPT
AFTER CONSUMING
THE COUGH SYRUP,
COLDRIF, MADE BY
A TN-BASED FIRM

¢ dence that the states involved —
Tamil Nadu and Madhya Pra-

desh, are capable of taking all
effective steps,” Mehta told the
bench. He further remarked,

dren fell ill after being adminis-
tered a cough syrup called Cold-
rif, manufactured by Sresan

that the PIL petitionerisknown  Pharma Pvt Ltd, a Tamil Nadu-
for filing cases based on newspa-  based company. Within days,
per reports. “Please ask himhow  several developed acute renal
many matters he has filedapart ~failure, and 20 of them did not
from PILs,” he submitted. survive.

‘When the bench asked Tiwari Laboratory analysis later con-
about his record, he responded  firmed the presence of Diethyl-
that he had filed eight toten PILs  ene Glycol (DEG) in the syrup—
so far. The court then ily a highly toxic industrial chemi-
dismissed the'plea. #15 w5 iy - cal that can cause kidney failure

The tragedy in Chhindwara  and death, and is strictly prohib-
began when a number of chil-  ited in pharmaceutical use.
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ising the government’s vision of

NITI Aayog moots decriminalisation of several tax offences

Snehashish Roy
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Government think
tank NITI Aayog on Friday pro-
posed the decriminalisation of
several tax-related administra-
tive, technical or procedural
offences and recommended civil
and monetary penalties for the

same.
NITI Aayog, in a report titled

'Tawards fndta s Thx Transfor

offences (such as failures in
administrative notifications by
company liquidators or receiv-
ers), but continues to criminalise
35 actions and omissions across
13 provisions.

“All these offences are punish-
able with imprisonment and
fine, and for 25 of them, the Act
prescribes mandatory minimum
imprisonment terms. While
these measures are intended to
safeguard state revenue and

L deter evasion, the continuing;.
Bty ot : E

pounded by a presumption of
culpable mental state, signals an

ongeing reliance on criminal
law as a routine enforcement
tool rather than a targeted last
resort,” it said.

Under the NITI Aayog frame-
work, of the 35 offences, the 12
marked for complete decrimi-
nalisation include technical and
procedural lapses, such as delays
in filing statements, clerical
errors in returns, or failure to
furnish documents, which
would instead attract civil or
monetary penalties. The 17
offences classified as partially
decriminalised would retain
criminal liability only where

fraudulent or wilful intent is
proven beyond reasonable
doubt.

The remaining six offences,
involving serious misconduct
such as fabricating evidence,
concealing high-value income or
orchestrated tax evasion, are to
continue inviting prosecution
with proportionate punishment.

The think tank also placed
strong emphasis on reforming
the punishment framework.

~ It proposed removing the pre-
sumption of culpable mental
state, ensuring that the burden
of proof lies with the prosecu-

tion rather than the taxpayer.

Further, it recommended
abolishing mandatory minimum
imprisonment terms, allowing
judges to exercise discretion
based on the gravity of the
offence, whether to impose a
fine, simple imprisonment or no
imprisonment at all.

The paper also called for the
preparation of detailed Gui-
dance Notes for Prosecution of
Income Tax Cases, so that crimi-
nal proceedings are initiated
only after civil remedies have
been exhausted. “These struc-

amodern, user-friendly, and fair
tax administration. The focus is
to drive a transition from coer-
cive compliance to a model that
empowers taxpayers, differenti-
ates between error and fraud,
and deploys the criminal law
only when vital public interests
are at stake. Rationalised pun-
ishments, restoration of judicial
discretion, and targeted crimi-
nalisation will lessen the burden
on the criminal _;usnce system
while protecting fiscal interests
and upholding constitutional

tural reforms are pivotal forreal-  rights,” the report said.
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up at the same dull spots?
You're not alone. But India’s wine
scene has so much more to offer
than quick pit stops, From lively
festivals to hidden escapes, these
destinations turn every sipintoa

story. So why not try a proper )

grape getaway? Pack your bags, Picture rolling green vineyards, Insta moments. The views are

Jeave stress behind, and getready  lively tasting rooms, and a vibe endless, and the energy is

to sip, savour, and unwind in some that's instantly festive. SulaFestis  contagious.

of the country’s most stunning a sensory feast with music, food,

vineyard spots, and endless wine tastings tokeep  GROVER ZAMPA VINEYARDS
your weekend buzzing. Try the (NANDI HILLS, KARNATAKA)

SULA VINEYARDS (NASHIK,  smooth Sula Rasa or the bold Perched in Nandi Hills, Grover

MAHARASHTRA) Dindori Reserve, Perfect for first-  Zampa offers a peaceful escape

Sulaisthe OG of Indian wineand  timers, friend groups, and anyone  from city chaos, reminiscent of a

put Nashik on the wine map. looking to mix fun with serious European retreat with serene
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landscapes and manicured vineyards,
Using French techniques, their wines
impress even the most discerning
palates. Explore organized wine trails,
savor La Réserve reds or whites, and
enjoy the cool breeze with stunning
hill views. Perfect for wine lovers who
prefer serious sips, quiet weekends,
and picturesque surroundings.

FRATELLI VINEYARDS
(SOLAPUR, MAHARASHTRA)
Fratelli is intimate, authentic, and
quietly spectacular. A true wine
retreat born from a collaboration
between two Indian families and one
Italian family, the estate’s name
means “Brothers” in Italian. This

remote property invites you to explore |

its underground barrel cellar and
savor single-estate wines like Sette.
Staying on-site offers an immersive
experience where you can stroll the
vines, learn the craft, and sip wines
that reflect the passion behind them.
Itis ideal for those seeking a quiet,
focused escape from the crowd.

YORK WINERY (NASHIK,
MAHARASHTRA)

York Winery is the boutique
alternative to Sula, family-run and
effortlessly charming. Sitting near
Gangapur Dam near Nashik, it offers
sunset views that make every sip taste
better. The York Arros and Sauvignon
Blanc are crowd favourites and
perfect for a relaxed afternoon tasting,
Think romantic dates, chilled
weekends, or quiet wine appreciation.
It is small-scale, personal, and the
kind of vineyard where the pace slows
and the wine speaks.

FOUR SEASONS VINEYARDS
(SAHYADRI VALLEY,
MAHARASHTRA)

Luxury meets wine at the Four
Seasons Vineyards. With chateau-
style architecture, sprawling
vineyards, and grand landscapes, this
estate is made for indulgence. Stay in
the manor, explore vineyards with
modern wine-making technology, and
sample reserve wines that feel almost
cinematic. Every detail focuses on
quality and comfort, This is for those
who want a weekend of elegance,
learning, and exceptional wine. Four
Seasons elevates the vineyard
experience into a mini escape.
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Farmersbei

PARVEEN ARORA
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
KARNAL, OCTOBER 10
A shocking malpractice has
come to light in the ongoing
paddy procurement season,
where farmers are allegedly
being paid below the mini-
mum support price (MSP)
through a parallel ‘“kachi
parchi” (raw slip) system, while
official records showpayments
made as per the MSP

As per farmers, arhtiyas
and rice millers are issuing
raw slips at rates between Rs
100 and Rs 700 less per quin-
tal than the MSP, citing high
moisture content in the pad-
dy. However, government
transfers to farmers’ bank
accounts reflect the full MSE,
exposing an organised cut
being taken from the farm-
ers’ produce value.

In one case, a farmer’s pad-

epaid below

dy was procured at Rs 2,000
per quintal in Karnal grain
market, while the official
MSP for the season stands at
Rs 2,389 for A-grade paddy.
The total value of his 46 quin-
tals of paddy was recorded as
Rs 91,635 on the “kachi
parchi”, but Rs 1,09,296 was
credited to his bank account.
Now, he has been asked to
return the difference — an
amount allegedly to be
siphoned off by arhtiyas and
passed on to rice millers.
Leaders of the Bhartiya
Kisan Union (BKU) have
urged farmers not to return
the money to arhtiyas and
millers. Farmer unions have
condemned this as “systemat-
ic daylight robbery”, accusing
officials, arhtiyas and millers
of collusion. ‘“This is open
cheating in the name of mois-
ture deduction. It is an organ-

MSP

ised nexus involving officials
of procurement agencies, the
Haryana State Agricultural
Marketing Board (HSAMB),
rice millers, and arhtiyas —all
working together to cheat
farmers on the pretext of

“moisture content. I urge farm-

ers not to return the difference
amount between what is
shown on the “achi parchi”
and what is transferred to
their accounts,” said Bhadur
Singh Mehla, spokesperson of
the BKU (Sir Chhotu Ram).
He further said that on Fri-
day, they had to protest to
ensure procurement of the
paddy belonging -to a farmer

named Aman Mehla from

Baldi village, whose crop had
a moisture content of 17.4 per
cent. The miller initially
refused to procure the paddy,
citing high moisture, and
offered only Rs 2,200 per quin-

—=
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kachiparchi

R Er
tal, warning that no buyer
would come by evening,
“Trefused to sell it below the
MSP and went to the market
committee office to have the
moisture content officially
checked. I was shocked to see
itwas indeed 17.4 per cent, yet
they still offered me Rs 2,200
_per quintal. When BKU mem-
bers protested, my crop was
finally procured on the MSP”
said Aman Mehla.
Manjeet Chaugama, Indri
block president of the BKU
- (Charuni), said, “Several farm-
ers have complained that they
are being forced to sell their
produce at rates fixed by pri-
" vate millers and procurement
agencies. They are given
“kachi parchi” which. shows
the rate of paddy to be given to
farmers below the MSP, while
the actual amount transferred
to them is at the MSP ™
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DEEPENDER DESWAL

TRIRUINE NWPWS SPRVICE

HISAR, OCTOB ER 10
| After bajra and other Kharif
l‘icr‘ops. cotton farmers are
also not getting the mini-
' mum support price (MSP)as
traders cite poor quality of
the produce. The Cotton Cor-
poration of India (CCI),
which intervenes in the mar-
ket when prices crash below
the MSP has also not yet
started procurement, leav-
ing farmers high and dry.
According to farmers, they
have been facing massive
losses in the Kharif season on
account of the recent heavy
rains. “Now, whatever pro-
| quce we haveis alsonot being
by the government
agencies. We have no option,
but to sell it at throwaway
prices toprivate traders,” said
Dayanand Singh, a farmer of
Kirtan village, who had sown
cotton on two acres. Some of
his cotton crop survived
rains, and he was expechng
at least to recover his input
cost by selling it.
KAnother farmer, Mukesh
of Ladwi village, who
sowed cotton on four acres of
land, said his crop was

-ton sO

After bajra, farmers resort
o distress sale of cotton

washed away in the recent
rains. “But still, we were able

{o pluck someé cotton and

hoped to get reasonable
prices. But private traders
are offering around Rs 6,000
per quintal, which is totally
inadequate,” he said.
Furmer leaders demanded

thattheCCIshotﬂdstepinto

stabilise market prices of cot-
that farmers could get

theMSP.'Ihe Centre has fixed

| theMSPatRs7,860perquin—

tal for 27 MM quality cotton
and Rs 8910 per quintal for
superior 28 MM quality. But
farmers are being forced to
sell their produce at much
below the MSP, Traders, how-
ever, said the produce arTiving
in mandis was of very poor

 quality. They said prices could

crash further due to this.

An official of the CCI said
cotton at the MSP soon,
while adding that the quality
of crop had deteriorated due
to recent heavy rains. “The

- moisture content is still high

%n the cotton. Besides, we are
mtalkswi.th the government
zﬂg ly of rocuned il
pply of p cotton to
mills,” the official said.




Women agripreneur’ plan
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to be launchedpn Oct 15

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 10
In an effort to create women
“agripreneurs” in the state,
Punjab’s Food Processing
Department is all set to start a
new initiative to. mentor
women farmers and see them
through their journey to

agribusiness ventures.

The programme, named
“Business Bibas”, will be for-
mally launched from Punjab
Agricultural University on
October 15.

The women who enrol for
the programme will get an
opportunity to transition from
traditional cultivation to prof-
itable ventures that create sus- -

. tainable livelihoods and local

employment opportunities.
The programme is the
brainchild of Principal Sec-
retary, Food Processing
department, Rakhee Gupta
Bhandari, who says that
through this programme,

'Business Bibas'
Initative

will
decision-makers
and owners of ventures.
“Across India’s ryral land-
scape, farm women have long

SR
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women farmers

become

security, seed preservation
and household sustenance.
Yet, despite their deep
involvement in agricultural
operations, their participation
in decision-making and
enterprise creation remains
limited. This initiative aims to
empowen farm women with
entrepreneurial skills. This
transformation requires more
than just technical knowhow;

- it demands exposure to busi-

ness planning, market orien-
tation and financial inde-
pendence. Through
structured training and hand-
holding, farm women can
evolve into confident ‘Busi-
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ness Bibas’ —entreprenem.s
rooted in agriculture but driy.
en by innovation, quality ang
value creation,” she said.

Initially, women self-help
groups (SHGs) already
working in the field of agro-
food processing will be cho-
sen. “About 30 groups have
been called for the launch
T ARG
we -will assess how many
groups would want to scale
'up their activities to grow
into a full-fledged business,
They will then be trained in
identifying business oppor-
tunity, resource availability
and market analysis and
will also be imparted rele-
vant skills in business man-
agement and production,”
Dr KB Singh, director of
Punjab Agricultural Man- |
agement and  Extension
Training Institute told The
Tribune. He said they
would * also help the
agripreneurs do market
surveys, price trend analy-
sis; in digital marketing
and in exploring e-com-
merce platforms for the
sale of their products.
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Why cough syrUp IS proving fatal for kIdS

Brarresi SINGH THAKUR

NDIA is facing a repeat of past tragedies with the
death of several children after consumption of con-
has reported at least 20 fatalities passibly linked to the
adulterated Coldrif syrup — manufactured by Sresan

Phannabasedm'lhmﬂl\hch in the last month. Sam-

ing by the state dthe pres-

REUTERS

Nolessonsleamtfrom tmgcdles. systemic

¢ inertia that allows contamination in drugs:
to gounchecked — the lax regulatory system

- inthe countryis back in focus following a

spate of deaths, mainly in Madhya Pradesh

mofﬁspermwr‘ hylene Glyeol (DEG),

stance. The permissible limit is 0.1 per cent.

Mmmﬂdhmhdmduﬁmaﬂgﬁ

mwam@mmn:musmwﬂ
for child Rednex Ph

Rﬁm&mmmi’hﬂmsﬂdﬂﬁMmﬁm
s igated for DEG adulterati

bamlstmlmymmmadlMamdwm

ufactured by Digital Vision. After the Gambia incident -

msmmmdmmﬂmmmkmw
across the country, but deaths continue to take place.

SOLVENTS AND NORMS REGARDING USE

Sﬁaﬂmhmadaedmemmdﬂm&xr
syrups, and the Central Drugs Standard Cantrol Organi-
sation (CDSCO) has sought details about cough syrup
manufacturers from all states for 2 joint audit

‘The Lax drug regulatory system in the country is back
mmwmwmammsmmno;hx

riedly pointed to gaps in India’

Propyi (B}wxx!ﬂ’G)rstmedasas&lmtmﬂmmepma-
tion of paediatric liquid oral fi particul
mwmmmﬂmmmm

taken in small amounts, especially for children. They are
commonly used for making antifreeze material and
glues. Prof Dj bar Behra, wh. cti Fortis Hos-
pital, Mohali said, “The liver and kidney of infants are in
adeveloping stage. So, toxic DEG in cough syrup affects
them more significantly. They can't metabolise it.”

MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Firms using PG must test it according to Indian Pharma-

diarrhoea, inability to pass urine, headache, altered men-
tal state, andawtekadm-ym:rv“hwhmayleadwdeuﬂt
But the question is, do state regulators have enough
infrastructure to check whether firms are adequately
testing for the presence of DEG and EG? Batch testing
and in. = ity checks remain inadequate.

In Mwmmmmce.m reports of deaths surfaced,
Madhya Pradesh claimed that the syrups had passed_
testing, but later Tamil Nadu raised concerns. This
caused a delay in the response to seize the stock and
exposed variations in testing standards across states.

OnOctober 5, the Centre held a meeting with state and UT

officials. Dr Sunita Sharma, Director General of Health

Services (DGHS), highlighted the need for rational use of

cough syrup for the paediatric population. Dr Rajiv Bahl,

Secretary, Department of Health Research, stated that

children should not be prescribed cough syrups or any
b of drugs to prevent side-effects.

water-i drugs suchasp 1

ia (TP) or US Phar poeia (USP) fards before
ficall T.oensnmtheabsemecfbmandm

1 line, and dicl in pt formul:
Aﬂermﬁe\:PGsﬂ:enmwmebrusedsan&ug
manufacturing, It is also used in external preparations,
injecti les, and other dosage forms.

p testing.

The first documented case of cough syrup adulteration
with DEG in India was detected in 1972 when 15 children
died in Chennai, followed by 14 deaths in Mumbaiin 1086,
11in Bihar in 1988, and-’iﬁm&mmnm 1998,

PGi ilable both P .

It is manufactured in India and also imported mainly
from China and South Korea. Drag manufacturers are
mandated to buy pharma-grade PG from licensed sup-
 pliers or traders in sealed packaging. Suppliers have to
test it before sending it to drug cturers, who too
are supposed to test every batch before use.

WHY DEG AND EG ARE TOXIC
According to the WHO, Diethylene Glycol and Ethylene

use,
Gas Ch hy (GO is
mhﬁw*mmmm and con-

turer has to test finished products for the ab: of DEG
and EG. Als;mhﬂmrmhsmndhymﬁnnm
be regularly chech & d, the

pmduﬂmustbemmned;a{ebrmﬂedm&emam
DEG arid EG being mixed with PG to save costs may
\m-kﬁxcerwmrmmalappmmhnmﬂmmseof

WHERE REGULATIONS FALL SHORT
According to the WHO, both DEG and EG can prove dead-

Glycol (EG) are toxic subst used as industrial sol-
vents and antifreeze agents that can be fatal even when

Iy The ul efects include abdominal pain, vomits

Schedule M of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1945,
mmcmmmmmmm
produchonmdmahurcmuolwmmedember
28, 2023, to align domestic ph production stand
with global standards. He the timeli dend-
ed with conditions till December 2025,

*#s per Rule 74 of Drugs and Cosmetic Rules, drug man-
ufacturers must test raw material and the finished prod-
uet” says GL Singal, former State Drug Controller of
Haryana. Tt is the duty of inspectors to inspect manufac
turing facilities at least ance a year If regulation is weak,
MPike incidents will continue to happen,” he adds.

Public health activist Dinesh Thakur says the problem
lies with the drug regulator. “Why have they failed? It's
because of incompetence, corruption and lack of account-
ability,” he points out.
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NITI} proposes sdecriminalisation
of tax offences to transform system

TrBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEWDELHI, OCTOBER 10
In a significant push to reform
India’s tax system, NITT Aayog
has proposed decriminalising
12 tax-related offences under
the Income-tax Act, 2025, which
it deems administrative, techni-
cal or procedural defaults. The
recommendation is part of the
second paper in its “Tax Policy
Working Paper Series’, titled
‘ Towards India’s Tax Transfor-
mation: Decriminalisation and
Trust-Based Governance’,
released on Friday. -

The report outlines a compre-
hensive strategy to overhaul the
criminal provisions in the
Income-fax Act, aiming to foster
trust-based pgovernance and
reduce the burden on taxpayers.

‘4 MILLION NEW JOBS POSSIBLE IN 5 YEARS'

® india 's technology sector faces significant threat of Jﬂbdsplace—
ments by 2031 due to Al disruption but it also has the opportunity
to create 4 million new jobs in next five years, NITI Aayog said on
Friday in its report on ‘Roadmap for Job Creation in Al Economy'.

B The gwemmenttl'nnkmnk recommended launch of a national
Al talent mission — a nationally coordinated effort to transform
India into the Al workforce capital of the world.

identified, 12 should be fully
decriminalised and addressed
through civil or monetary penal-
ties alone, including a range of
administrative and technical
defaults,” the report said. It also
proposes that 17 offences should
retain criminal liability only for
fraudulent or malafide intent,
removing criminal sanctions for
good faith procedural lapses-
thereby distinguishing fraud
from honest error:

The report highlighted an
over-reliance on criminal sanc-

tions in the current framework,
with 35 distinct actions and
omissions classified as criminal
offences, many carrying rigor-
ous imprisonment terms of up
to seven years. It notes that the
existing law presumes a “cul-
pable mental state”, placing the
burden of proof on taxpayers to
demonstrate their innocence.
NITI Aayog argues the
approach  disproportionately
penalises minor, technical or
procedural  non-compliance,
often without distinguishing

between honest €ITOrS and
de]ibelateﬁmﬁ’lbaddressﬂus,
it proposes retaining crimina]
liahility only for cases involving
fraudulent or mala fide intent,
such as orchestrated taxevasion
or fabricating evidence. Fuor
minor infractions, it advocates
with civil or monetary penalties.
allowing taxpayers to correct
procedural defaults without fac-
calls for shifting the burden of

‘I‘-‘-
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proof from taxpayers to fax |

authorities, requiring the latter
to establish wilful or fraudulent
intent beyond reasonable doubt.
Further, NITI suggests
mum jail terms and introduces
judicial discretion to decide
between simple or rigorous
Imprisonment.
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Tribunal orders monitoring to curb

lllegal sand mining along

T

TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 10
The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) hasissued directions to
strengthen monitoring and
coordination to prevent illegal
sand mining along the Yamu-
na floodplains between Delhi
and Ghaziabad. The order fol-
lows hearings on three con-
nected matters, including a
suo motu petition.

The Tribunal took cogni-
sance of reports of some work-
ers constructing a road across
the river near Panchayara vil-
lage in Ghaziabad, connecting
itto Alipur on Delhi’s outskirts,
1o facilitate sand mining. Exca-
vators were being used on
floodplains beyond permitted
limits, and sand was being

Almsto protectﬂoodplalns between Delhr & GhaZIabad

The cases are listed for final hearing on October 29. riL¢

dredged in areas not allowed
under official leases, _
The NGT Bench noted that
an affidavit dated October 9
was filed by the Secretary,
Geology and Mining Depart-

ment, Uttar Pradesh, on behalf
of the Chief Secretary.
The District Mining Officer

- was directed to file an affidavit

detailing  compliance by
respondents. -

Yamuna

The Chief Secretary, Delhi,
was instructed to file an affi-
davit confirming nomination
of officers fora Joint Inter-State
Task Force. The Tribunal fur-
ther directed, “The Joint Inter-
State Task Force for monitor-
ing of mining actmh&; 1s
directed to make
Joint visits and hold joint meet-
ings and file at least one day
before the date of hearing
fixed, minutes of meetings and
action taken report giving

- details regarding action taken

to prevent illegal mining and
also to upload the same on the
websites of District Magis-
trates concerned, of Govern-
mentofNCl‘ofDeIhr_andGov
ernmentof UR” :
‘The cases are hsteé’fm final
heanngonOcﬁ)ba-& %

g . cdi s

PE EBUEBR AW




PM Modi launches key

agriculture schemes
with 235,000 cr outlay

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Saturday said that
the reforms in agriculture and
farming sectors undertaken by the
Union government in the last 11
years have begun to show results,
but for speedy development of the
country, these sectors will need to
be strengthened further.

PM Modi made the remarks
as he launched two major agri-
cultural schemes with an outlay
of 335,440 crore to boost pulses
production and improve the
farm sector growth in 100 low-
performing districts. The two

schemes — PM Dhan Dhaanya

=
o —

Narendra Modi

Krishi Yojana with an outlay of
124,000 crore that aims to trans-
form agriculture across 100 dis-

tricts: and a 1,440-crore Mis- |

sion for Aatmanirbharta in
Pulses — will transform the for-
tunes of millions of farmers in

India, he added. P2
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Modi launches two agri
schemes worth 35k-cr

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Saturday said
that the reforms in agriculture
and farming sectors undertaken
by the Union government in the
last 11 years have begun to show
results, but for speedy develop-
ment of the country, these sec-
tors will need to be strengthened

further.
PM Modi made the remarks

as he launched two major agri-
cultural schemes with an outlay
of 235,440 crore to boost pulses
production and improve the
farm sector growth in 100 low-
performing districts. The two
schemes — PM Dhan Dhaanya
Krishi Yojana with an outlay of
224000 crore that aims to trans-
form agriculture across 100 dis-
tricts; and n UL,440-crore Mis-
sion for Aatmanirbharta in
Pulses — will transform the for-
tunes of millions of farmers in
India, he added.

“Agriculture and farming
have always been an important
part of our development journey.
It is crucial that agriculture con-
tinues to recelve government
support as times change, unfor-
tunately, the earlier govern-
ments had left agriculturists and
farmers to fend for themselves.
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Agricultural Research Institute in New Delhi on Saturday.

They had no vision and the vari-
ous departments related to agri-
culture were working in silos,
which weakened the sector,”
Modi sald, targeting the earlier
Congress-led governments for
fafling to bolster the sector,
Recounting the efforts made
to empower farmers tn the last 1l
years, PM sald his government
has ensured that there is support
for the farmers from “the begj to
the bazaar” (seed to markets).
“For 2lst-century India to
achieve rapid development,
reforms in our agricultural sys-
tem were essential, and this
began in 2014. We changed the
previous governments’ careless

rendra Modi during an interaction with farmers at Indian

PMO

attitude towards agriculture. We
implemented countless reforms
and im for the bene-
fit of ali of you farmers, from
seeds 1o the market. " he said.
Commenting on the growing
aspirations of people, Modi sald
they are no longer happy witha
feaw accomplishments. "We have
1o keep making changes in every
sector and rcforms are a
must . The PM Dhan Dhanya
Krishi Yojna is inspired by the
aspirauonal district policies.
Farlier, the governments would
just declare districts backward
and forget about them but we
paid special attention to these
districts and called them aspira-

PM to visit Srisailam
Templeon Oct 16

HYDERABAD: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will be on a day's visit to
Andhra Pradesh on
- October 16 to have a dar-
shan of Lord Mallikar-
juna Swamy at the Srisa-
ilam temple in Nandyal
district, besides address-
ing a rally at Kurnool,
officials confirmed on
Saturday.
“A gathering of
around 3 lakh people
' from both Kurnool and
' Nandyal districts are
expected for the meet-
ing," BJP state president
PVN Madhavsaid. HTC

tional districts,” he said.

PM Modi also inaugurated
projects worth over 5,450 crore
and lald foundation stone for
additional works valued at
around 3815 crore in various sec-
tors, including agriculture, ani-
mal husbandry, fisheries, and
food processing.

He also paid tribute to Bharat
Ratna Jayaprakash Narayan and
Bharat Ratna Nanaji Deshmukh
on their birth anniversary.
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World n’t let critical

minerals go the oil way
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Energy transition must be fair, Zomewhapre ties for collabora:  deep pockets for ot oy DAt
equitable and just, leaving donand ing.Inshort acriticalmin- The world must sidestep this race to the
nobody behind. Th eral means different things to different con-  botom — with a rules-hased architecture for
0body n € stituencies, What is common. as the Quad  critical minerals, ‘This starts with changing
governance of critical Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Japan recog-  the framing from demand-and-supply :
. ] t Ivei nised, is the ransformative role these miner- towards oppertunities, risks, and platforms . Kok
minera § must evolve in als play in critical and emerging technologies.  for collab ) While the market can focus on technology choices, gove cansety and perf o
response to this context Energy transition must be fair, eq Four opp can be identified for s
and just leaving nobody behind. Th ppliers and the d ide. Thefirst  aks ata commereial scale, but must scale up  deal withabandoned mines. At the Balu CoP,  exploitation is needed. Moreover, while the
ance of eritical minerals must evolve in s in data transparency for countries and  R&D, recycling, and new processinghubsto  heads of government repeated the need for  market can focus on technology choices, gov-
ajor economies are scram- fesponse to this context. As the USand China  companies. For instance, India has developed  remain competitive in global value chains. ignty over natural resour-  er can set parameters and perform-
bling to develop their own  come to head over these key minerals, the  a public Nati dence Data Repository Fourth, yeling can create local  ces while also calling for fairjequitable distri-  ance standards to balance economic, social
Tesponses (o restrictions of  world cannot make the same mistake with  through which any mining comps Iy AT A~ d resil pply chains. This could sigr bution of benefits, responsible mining prac-  and 5 coun-
rare earths and critical min-  eritical minerals as it did with oil and gas. It lyse geoscientific data and propose mineral cantly reduce import dependence. For tices, social licence to operate, technology  tries should be supported to manage the
erals through domestic poli-  needs 2 plobal k toadd 4 ) phions. E: datamustbe  instance, recycling solar waste and modules  cooperation, and the need for diversification “resource curse” and, instead, build capital
cies and international deals.  and policy i . e d to improve d i and - can lead to the recovery of silicon, copper, tel-  of sources, reserves for economic diversification and
Near-term reactions will eventually nieed to We tend 1o think of critical minerals in  collect granular mineral exploration data,  lurium, and cadmium. India's recently This is where minilateral platforms are  value addition. Domestic governance of criti-
8ive way to long-term strategic action. In the three ways: Demand, supply, and bilateral he is collab plorati d Critical Minerals Mission has a erlylomerstasfurumo?dia]mam cal minerals should include clear and consist-
ENETEY ritical minerals deals through which demand and supply are and findingalterna-  specific focus on the circular yof  action. Some initt Iredy ging,  ent regulations, fair competi d pricing,
not go'the ol and gas way. matched. In this framing, a country either  tive sources, A G20 study found thatjust15  minerals. The Mineral Security Parnership (MSP)isa  and equitable sharing of revenues for com-
Most recently, Beijing has announced promises a significant supply of critical min-  eountries possess between 55-90% of global The above comes with risks, starting with ~ coalition of 14 economies accounting for ities and ies. Further, aly
tighter restrictions on exports of rare earths,  erals (such as Chile or Argentina), or gener-  reserves of critical mi ded for low-  arbitrary d restrictive local more than 50% of global GDP. India was the ‘miodels for risk-sharing and lowering the cost
The applications of copper. lithium, nickel, ates large demands for minerals (suchasthe  carbon tect gies. Di ion of sour- lations. A second risk Is that companies first non-G7 country to join the MSPand the  of capital should be explored along with
mbah.andrareeanhelemeulslnseja:m US EV manufacturing or India’s clean tech happen without efforts a!tnotablemmeasﬂyfmmpmjeaslﬂer objective is to include producer countriesin  active efforts f develog
els, wind turbines, electric vehicles, standal- and batlery needs). Such a lens can propelthe  in tech logy coop Oy hiisto  having invested heavily in capital expendi- Africa, Southeast Asia and South America, Finally, promoting a circular economy could
onc batteries, and semiconductors are well  race 1o grab mineral resources at the costof  have th lely for exph tue. Then comes the risk of inadequate phys- have also been exploring  create new job-intensive economic opportu-
known. [ d d is how iesand  others. For ssil energy, the Ory jonof  Virtual fthe Earth's crust canaksobe  ical infra ¢ (mining infr fure,  engaging with mineral iy i nities and redt damage.
companies define their criticality. For some,  the Petroleum Exporting Countries (Opee)  created mummmm railways and ports) to transport minerals a jaint effort rather than pursuing bilateral The raw materials essential for a net zero
itdepends on the strategic importance to key has tried to control supply while the Interna-  area of peration is in resp fTsh ‘without disruptions. mmm.m,mm.mm'smdm ‘world are critical not just because of the risks
Musu-lesandml‘abdlilyinﬂlcfacmfw tional Energy Agency has tried to provide exploration. To reduce risks, political supportis needed  of the G20 posed the Vol in securing th for the benefit '
ply risks. security for the historically major energy  The third PP ty is co-develop f 1o build trust in critical mineral supply  Principles for Collaboration on Critical Min- accrue to a few countries. Fair, transparent,
Others fear that criticali fromthe  demanders, namely advanced ‘mineral p ing technologles. Countries  chains. The world needs collaborative plat-  erals for Transitions. AfricahasaMin-  equitable and efficient global g rance of
risk of weaponisation. The threats are com- These paralle] regimes regutarly lock horns homew]argemim’aldeposksandnﬂnlng forms and rules of the road — at the mini- erals Strategy Group: a summit is due in Octo- i a ¥ for
pounded by a rising concentration in the pro- over the dynamics of energy markets, If eriti- companies havea mutual interest in develop- mum, a set of voluntary principles. In Sep-  ber 2025, our common sustainable future.
duction and processing of minerals, For oth- cal minerals go down the same route, export- ing, deploying and ferring ad 1 tember 2024, a panel on critical energy transi- All these efforts must i TR —
ers still, especially those with vast reserves, ers might impose restrictions to raise prices,  tech logies fi and prod tion minerals ded ally acceptable and adequate guardrails to Arnabha Ghosh is CEO of the Council an
promise ic devel wihile buyers will try to control minesand A recent au@anlg the Council on Energy, i in mineral value chains, the  foster A f rather Energy. Environment and Warer (CEEW)
For facing huge capital f supply. lting inty  Environment and Water (CEEW) finds that  need for a global traceability, ¥ thanunruly A degree of harmo- and Special Envay for COP30 representing
to prospect and develop mines, minerals wmldaﬂmselylmpmenmmmmmks India already ritical and y fi andfindsto  misad dards for opl and South Asla. The views expressed are personal
—_— )
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NEW DELMI: The slender-billed
curlew. a migratory shorebird last
recorded in Morocoo in 1995 has
been declared extinct by the Inter-
- national Union for Conservation
of Nature (TUCN). A paper pub-
lished in the journal Ibis
(November 17, 2024) confirmed
that the species is likely extinct.
The TUCN Red List update
includes reassessments of 1,360
bird species by BirdLife Interna-
tional. Nearly 1.256 (11.5%) of the
| 1L185 species assessed are glo-
' bally threatened. Overall, 61% of
bird species have declining popu-
| lations — increased from 44% in
o | 2016, the assessment states.
d |  “Fifteen years ago, the Slender-
it | billed Curlew Working Group
| (SBCWG) sent expert volunteer
- | observers out to scour suitable
h | habitats in some 30 countries of
n | the species’ non-breeding range
s | totrytoprove that it still existed.
3 | The paper published in Ibis last
P | year shows that we were too late,
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and the bird was probably already
functionally extinct at the time of
the last incontrovertible sighting
in 1995,” Nicola Crockford, chair
of the SBCWG and observer on
behalf of BirdLife International to
AEWA and the Convention on
Migratory Species (CMS) said ina
note in the Agreement on the
Conservation of African-Eurasian
Migratory Waterbirds.
Diospyros angulata, a species
in the same genus as ebony trees,
last recorded in the early 1850s
was also among six species
declared extinct by IUCN on Fri-
day. Three Australian mammals,
the marl, the south-eastern
striped bandicoot; and the Nullar-
bor barred bandicoot; as well as
Delissea sinuata, a plant native to
the Hawaiian Islands, were
assessed for the first time and
entered the Red List as Extinct.
Christmas Island shrew and a
species of cone snail were also in
the list of extinct species.
The most prevalent cause of
bird population declines is habitat
loss and degradation, driven espe-

{ Y 1T INCLUDES 172,620 SPECIES OF WHICH 48,646 ARE THREATENED WITH EXTINCTION

declining numbers:

cially by agricultural expaps'ton
and intensification and logging —
the foremost threats to birds at
the risk of extinction, [UCN said.
This update highlights Mada-
gascar, West Africa, and Centrg.l
America as regions where tropi-
cal forest loss poses a growing
threat to birds. In Madagascar, 14
endemic forest bird species have
been uplisted to Near Threatened
and three to Vulnerable, includ-
ing the Schlegel's asity (Philepitta
schlegeli), whose males have
vibrant blue and green face wat-
tles. In West Africa, five species
are now Near Threatened, includ-
ing the black-casqued hornbill
(Cera atrata), which is
also hunted and traded. In Central
America, forest loss has pushed
the tail-bobbing northern nightin-
gale-wren (Microcerculus philo-
mela) to Near Threatened.
“That three in five of the
world's bird species have declin-
ing populations shows how deep
the biodiversity crisis has become
and how urgent it is that govern-
ments take the actions they have

e 0 00 ¢

[UCN-

committed to under multiple cﬂ{lé "
ventions and agreements, sal
Dr lan Burfield, BirdLife's_Glﬂbaé
Science Coordinator (Species) am
Bird Red List Authority Coordina- ¥
tor in a statement. “The rf:stor&
tion of native forest habitat on
Rodrigues Island, facilitating the g
successful recovery of t:lh?‘
endemic Rod&g;:mrﬁg;
iti En ed in 1996 to
e
is possible mmugln partnership
and perseverance.

The TUCN Red List DOW
includes 172,620 species of which
48,646 are threatened w‘l}h
extinction. Some Indian species
are also doing poorly. “First-ever
TUCN Red List assessment for the
Indian Wolf (Canis lupus palli-
pes)! Now listed as Vulnerable
(A2ae; C1) —with only 2.877-3310
mature individuals left in the
wild. One of India’s most enig-
matic predators stands on the
brink — the time to act is now,”
said Bilal Habib, professor, Wild-
life Institute of India.
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PM bats for agri self-reliance,
unveils two T35K-cr schemes

Focus on cutting |mports of pulses, boostl ng growth iN100 districts

TRIBUNE NEWS 'SERVICE

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 11
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday launched
two major agricultural
schemes with a combined
outlay of Rs 35,440 crore to
boost production of pulses
and improve the farm sector
growth in 100 low-perform-
ing districts of the country.
Modi launched the schemes
Pradhan Mantri Dhan
Dhaanya Krishi Yojana and
Mission for Aatmanirbharta
in Pulses — during a special
event at the Indian Agricul-
tural Research Institute here.
He said the schemes were
designed tfo fransform the
lives of crores of farmers,
reduce dependence on
The Pradhan Mantri Dhan
Dhaanya Krishi Yojana, with
an outlay of Rs 24,000 crore,
aims to boost agricultural
productivity, and encourage
crop diversification and sus-
tainable practices. It also
seeks to enhance post-har-
vest storage at panchayat
and block levels, improve
irrigation facilities and
ensure availability of long-
term and short-term credit in

PM Narendra Modi interacts with farmers at Indian Agricultural Research Institute in New Delhi. pti

100 selected districts. The
Mission for Aatmanirbharta
in Pulses has an allocation of
Rs 11,440 crore and is dedi-
cated to achieving self-
reliance in production of
pulses. The scheme aims to

increase producﬂwty Ievelss E

and expand cultivation area.
It also focuses on strengthen-
ing the entire value chain,
covering essential compo-
nents such as procurement,
efficient storage and process-
ing, all while working to min-
Amjse post harvest losses

The two schemes, already |

- approved by the Union Cabi-

net, will be implemented from |
the upcoming rabi (winter) |
season till 2030-31. The PM
also inaugurated projects val- |
ued at over Rs 5,450 crore in i
commusn ON PAGE B
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PM bats for agri

self-reliance...

agriculture, animal hu.sband.m
fisheries and food processing
sectors, and laid foundation

stone for additional projects
worth around Rs 815 crore.

During his 30-minute
address, Modi attacked the
Congress governments for
not having any vision and
strategy for the growth of the
agriculture and allied sectors,
which weakened the farm
ecosystem.

He underscored that farm-
~ ers had a critical role to play

in realising the vision of a
 developed India (V iksit
Bharat) by 2047. “You (farm-
ers) have made India self-
reliant in foodgrain post-
Independence. Now, you
have a crucial role in making
India a developed nation
(Viksit Bharat). On one hand,
we have to become self-
reliant (in food), while on the
other hand we should pro-
. duce for the global market,”
?‘3 said, urging farmers to
ocus on crops that .
al demand. p S it
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Rana on visit to Kenya. holds talks on farm

innovation, technological cooperation

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 11
Haryana Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare Minister
Shyam Singh Rana is cur-
rently on a five-day official
visit to Nairobi, the capital of
Kenya, from October 9 to 13.
He is accompanied by a 20-
member Indian delegation.
The main objective of the
visit is to strengthen mutual
cooperation between India
and Kenya in the fields of
agriculture, horticulture and
agricultural products, as
well as to promote the
exchange of modern agricul-
tural technologies. '
During the wvisit on Fri-
day, the Haryana delega-
tion met senior officials of
the International Agricul-
tural Research Institute

and the International
Maize and Wheat
- Improvement Centre

(CIMMYT). The meetings

included extensive discus-
sions on innovations in
maize and wheat, agricul-
tural mechanisation,
strategies to tackle cli-
mate change and the
shared use of advanced
agricultural technologies.

It was agreed at the meet-
ing that exchange pro-
grammes should be initiat-
ed between agricultural
universities and research
institutions of both the
countries to enhance
mutual cooperation in agri-
cultural research, training
and development of new
technologies.

The delegation also visit-
ed the Kenya National
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (KNCCI) head-
quarters, where they held a
courtesy meeting with the
organisation’s CEO. and
had meaningful discus-
sions on export-import of
agricultural products, mar-

ket expansion and tirade
cooperation.

Agriculture minister said
this visit would open up new
opportunities for farmers of
Haryana. He said the objec-
tive of the Haryana Govern-
ment was fo connect farmers
of the state with global-level
modern agricultural tech-
nologies and implement suc-
cessful models so as to
increase crop productivity
and reduce costs. ;

He said, “India produces
all types of grains, fruits
and vegetables. This
diversity gives the coun-
try a unique identity in
the global agricultural
landscape. ‘India has
always played a leading
role in meeting chal-
lenges of the 21st century,
and its contribution to
global food security con-
tinues to grow.”

Rana said, “The hard
work of farmers and live-

stock breeders, along with
the government’s farmer-
friendly  policies, has
strengthened India’s agri-
cultural sector. Today, India
is the world’s largest pro-
ducer of milk, a leading pro-
ducer of coarse cereals, and
ranks second in the produc-
tion of rice and wheat.
India's contribution in
fruits, vegetables and fish-
eries is also remarkable.”

Rana expressed confi-
dence that this Kenya visit
would open new avenues of
cooperation between the two
countries in the field of agri-
culture and technical collab-
oration would benefit farm-
ers. He said, “Today, India
not only feeds its vast popu-
lation, but also supplies food
products to many countries
around the world.”

The delegation includes
agricultural experts, uni-
versity representatives and
farmers.
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Post MP kids' deaths, panel makes glycol
testmandatory forall syrup formulations

BHARTESH SINGH THAKUR
TIITRLING WIS BRI
CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 11
In the wake of 24 deaths of
children in Madhya Pradesh
allegedly due to cough
syrups adulterated with
diethylene glycol (DEG), the
Indian Pharmacopoeia Com-
mission has amended norms
and made it mandatory for all
oral liquid formulations to be
tested for impurities of DEG
and ethylene glycol (EG).

The Indian Pharmacopoeia
Commission is an autonomous
institution under the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare.
Commission Secretary-cum-
Scientific Director DrV Kalai-
sevlan has written to all state
drug controllers stressing
amendments to some mono-
graphs of the Indian Pharma-
copeia (IP) 2022, for effective
implementation.

“As per the amendment,
now, all liquid orals must be

DEADLY CONCOCTIONS

® Maiden Pharmaceuticals' four cough syrups, manufactured in
Sonepat, Haryana, were linked to 70 children's deaths in The
Gambia in 2022. In 2023, Marion Biotech's two formulations,
manufactured in UP, were connected to 18 deaj‘tswn

®As many as 12 children died in Udhampur in December 2019
and January 2020 due to adulterated syrups. The first docu-
mented case of cough syrup adutteration with diethylene glycol
in India was detected in 1972 when 15 children died in Chennai

tg:;"ted for DEG and EG impu-
rities, irrespective of whether
propylene glycol (PG) was

added to the formulation,”
said Haryana's State Drug
Controller Lalit Goel.

In aletter issued to all senior
drug control officers of Haryana
today, Goel instructed, “You are
hereby requested to bring this
mandatory requirement to all
your jurisdiction for strict com-
pliance. This amendment is
effective immediately.”

Sresan Pharma’s Coldrif
syrupis under scanner for chil-
dren’s deaths in Madhya
Pradesh, and the testing by the
Tamil Nadu drug controller
revealed 48,6 per cent DEG in
the sample, a toxic substance.
Meanwhile, two more formula-
tions, Rednex Pharmaceuti-
cals' Respifresh and Shape
Pharma’s Relife, both made in
Gujarat, are being investigated
foor DEG  adulteration.
Respifresh testing revealed

1342 per cent DEG, while
Relife sampling found 0.616
per cent DEG against the per-
missible limit of 0.1per cent.
Propylene glycol (PG) is

widely used in the prepara-
tion of pediatric liquid oral
formulations, particularly
cough syrups and analgesic
syrups. Both the Indian
Pharmacopoeia and the Unit-
ed States Pharmacopeia pro-
vide tests for the absence of
impurities in PG. The two
critical impurities, DEG and
EG, are toxic and potentially
fatal. But now, all oral formu-
lations need to be tested for
DEG and EG, regardless of
whether PG is added, using a
gas chromatography test.
However, former State Drug
Controller of Haryana, GL Sin-
implies that not just PG but
even if water is used a solvent
in oral liquid formulations, the
manufacturer has to go for gas
chromatography for testing
EG and DEG. It will impact
small scale sector pharma
industry as gas chromatogra-
phy equipment is expensive.”

{
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Over 60% of world’s rivers diverted or
dammed: b10d1vers1ty livelihoods at risk

Aprrx \DITI TANDON

THJBU'I\EN'E‘W‘B‘SEHVICE

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 11

A significant new report on
Saturday threw light on
heightened extreme climate
events across the world,
including in India, attributing
the disasters to enhanced
human activity and broken
connections in nature.

Nearly onethird of the
Earth’s land surface has
already been profoundly trans-
formed by human activity, leav-
ing ecosystems degraded and
fragmented, according to the
Global Land Outlook Thematic
Report on Ecological Connec-
tivity and Land Restoration. It
was launched at the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation
of Nature (TUCN) World Conser-
vation Congress in Abu Dhabi.

Rivers are being cut by dams
and urban growth is putting
food, water, biodiversity and

New report flags heightened extreme climate
events across India, uther nations

The repert says the movement of species and the natural flow
of water are under threat from increasing human activities.

Produced by the United
Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) and
the Convention on the Conser-
vation of Migratory Species of
Wild Animals (CMS), the study
shows that Earth’s landscapes
are interconnected like a living
mosaic, held together by the
movement of species and the
natural flow of water, nutrients

and energy. But today, these
lifeline networks of rivers,
forests and grasslands are
increasingly under threat, dis-
rupting and diminishing the
functioning of natural systems.
The report reveals stark find-
ings. More than 60 per cent of

the world’s rivers have been

diverted ordammed. It cites the
striking example of Asia’s

Mekong, which was once the
world’s most productive inlang
fishery and has now been frag-
mented by dams, disrupting
fish migrations and threatening
the food security of millions,
“Roads, railways and cities
continue to carve up habitats,
leaving only small, isolated
patches of nature behind.
Globally, the road network is
projected to expand _by 60 per
cent by 2050, putting even
more pressure OnN ecosys-
tems,” said the report, advo-
cating the need to balance
development \m‘rh ecology.

only for nature, but for people.
When these ties are broken. it is
the most vulnerable who suffer
first. This report shows that
restoring ecosystems means
restoring the links between
them. We must connect to
restore and restore to connect.”




 Sale, distribution of Coldrit

cough

p banned in city

Wasdeclared not ofstandard quality’, says officer

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 11
1  The Delhi Government has
banned the sale, purchase and
distribution of Coldrif cough
syrup after it was declared
“not of standard quality” due
to the presence of a toxic
chemical, according to an offi-
cial order issued on Friday.
Coldrif Syrup (Paraceta-
mol, Phenylephrine
Hydrochloride, Chlorpheni-
ramine Maleate), manufac-
tured in May 2025 by Sresan
Pharmaceutical Manufac-
turer in Tamil Nadu, was
found to contain 46.28 per
cent Diethylene . Glycol
(DEG), a chemical known to
be highly toxic to humans.

wis FOUNDTOC courm
" TOXICCHEMICAL

: fColdnf Syrup (Paracetamol,

| Phenylephrine Hydrochloride,
Chlorpheniramine Maleate),
‘manufactured in May 2025 by
Sresan Pharmaceutical
Manufacturer in Tamil Nadu,
was found to contain 46.28 per
cent Diethylene Glycol (DEG), a

A man shows a bottle of Coldrif - chemical known to be highly
toxic to humans :

cough syrup REUTERSFILE .~

i R A A

ers to ensure strict compli-

The authorities have direct-
ed all stakeholders to imme- ance and wide dissemination
diately halt the sale, purchase  of the advisory.
and distribution of the affect- The ban comes amid

ed batch and have warned
the public againstits use. The
government has also sought
assistance from all stakehold-

growing concern over the
circulation of adulterated
cough syrups in several
parts of the country.
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and said, Randhawawas adulha.
Both of us were reminiscing about
Randhawa Sahib. The word
dulha ‘instead of loro seemed
itable from the mouth of Gurcharanji.

-
I met Randhawa Sahib for the first time
through the novelist Sardar Nanak Singhji,
who took me to meet him. Randhawa Sahib
had written a letter to me about some land
issuie. I had thrown it away. I had no prior
‘hearsay that he was an influential, respected,

nothing more. That's all
It was a huge government room! It was a
clean room; unlike the typical dull and shab-
by office rooms. There was a flower vase on
_ the table with flowers in it. The chairs and
tables thing was cl ing
And on the other side of the table was Rand-
hawa Sahib, the (deputy) commissianer of

1

Groom of Punjap wh

GENIUS OF PUNJAB
by Ajeet Cour.

Aleph,
Pages 424,999

Deﬂlt&leramiymmunberssuchanmmct-
icand fascinating personality. A fair complex-
ion with a hint of pink, almost as if saffron
had been kneaded into white butter A glis-
tening forehead! Sparkling eves! Divine fea-
tures and a carved face! He seemed to be
m&eekgbdsqdp“t?dbym&lejangﬂn

Randhawa Sahib said, You did not respond
to my letter. I told you that I am developing

anew colony in Hauz Khas. Plots are being
sold. It's my heartfelt desire for all writers,
artists, and musicians to buy plots in Hauz
Ehas. The plots are being sold at a very rea-
sonable and affordable rate now — a 500-

" yand plot costs %5,000, But in the future, it

will bé worth lakhs.’ 3

1 replied, ‘Randhawa Sahib, I'm strictly
against owning land and property. Why
would I need land? Renting a couple of
rooms somewhere is enough to make a
home." “You are such a silly girl. You have no
gumption,” he scolded me affectionately.

‘Randhawa Sahib, it's true. I am not at all
wise. What can I do?’ He said, ‘If you have
any financial problems, I can pay for it now:
And you canjust pay me back in small instal-
ments, each month.’

What kind of person was he? I was sitting
befir ofa ; :
ment! I felt immense affection for him.

‘Randhawa Sahib, please give me some
time to think. “Yes, take your time. Amrita
Pritam has already bought a plot. So have
Kartar Singh Duggal and Bhapa Pritam

SRR RREIVEIL AR

Singh. Shanti Hiranand, the disciple of
BngmAkhta:hasa!mbwghtapmm
are not fools, you know' He bade me
farewell after offering his advice.

Rl

Randhawa Sahib was born on 2 February
1909, and we cannot denyy the fact that he dis-
played great maturity in his thinking and
wisdom, even in his youth, He was a govern-
mmnofﬁdnlwhohaiheldelﬁghmk.
ing posts. He was an expert in agricultural
innovations and was one of the initiators of
the Green Revolution. He even worked to
rehabilitate the people who had been dis-
placed from Pakistan to this side of Punjab.
==

An avid historian, his love for art was more
than just a hobby. He was always ready to
make sacrifices for artistic pursuits. He used
to roam around the villages in the hills in
search of miniature paintings from the Pun-
jab school in order to buy them. He

various books about the mini inti

When he became the commissioner of
Chandigarh, he marked every leaf and plant

0 decorated Chandigarh like a bride

with his name by personally taking care of
the green development of the city. The lanes
of Chandigarh are known even ioday
because of the lakhs of trees that were plant-
ed by him. Similar trees planted along every
lane, and the leaves and blossoms of those
trees, all seem towhisper the name of Rand-
hawa Sahib. Different types of flowers scat-
tered across different roads! The entire city is
decorated with different blossoms.
Randhawa Sahib was unusually, and quite
wonderfully, prudent. He was so fond of flo-
ra and fauna that he had an almost familial
bond with plants — as if they were his close
associates. The groom of Punjab decorated
Chandigarh like a bride with his own hands.
He built two grand museumns in Chandi-

him. Who else would have created these?
Whatever he has built is the pride of Punjab.
— Ercerpted from Blue Potter’' by
Ajeet Cour (franslated by Sushmind
Jeet Kaur) with permission from Aleph
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