




Possible Changes in IP Laws 
From Page 1 

These amendments are aimed at ma 
king intellectual property (IP) protec 
tion easier across industries. The Mini 
stry of Commerce and Industry thro 
ugh its departments, has begun stake 
holder consultations to discuss possible 
changes to IP laws. One such consulta 
tion was held on September 26 which 
saw participation from several sectors 
includingfashion. 
Kaustubh Sinha, partner, Adhrit Le 

gal, who attended on behalf of the Fas 
hion Design Council of India (FDCI), sa 
id the Centre is taking inputs from indu 
stries where IP is a critical asset. Va 
rious issues were deliberated, 
including suggestions to reduce time 
bound processes, " he said. 

Currently, registering designs nder 
the Designs Act typically takes six 
months to a year, he said. 

Unlike industrial design, copyright 
protection is automatic from the mo-
mentawork is created but only if it is re 
produced fewer than 50 times, a restric-
tion that has created a lacuna for the fas 
hion industry he added. 
The FDCI is preparing recommenda 

tions, among them a plan to cut the de 
sign registration timeline from up to a 
year to just a few months. "In industrial 
design, the process itself becomes the 
enemy" said Sinha. "When a designer 
creates a product, they cannot afford to 
waita year before launching it." 

PAST RULINGS 
InAugust, the Delhi High Court granted 
an ad-interim injunction to fashion de 
signer Rahul Mishra after parties were 

accused of copying motifs fromhis Sun 
derbans collection. 

Earlier this year, the court ruled in fa 
vour of Louis Vuitton, restraining Del 

hi shop owners from selling counterfeit 
handbags and belts. Other designers 
such as Tarun Tahiliani, Anita Dongre, 
and Manish Malhotra have also secured 
injunctions in the past. 
However, for many designers, the real 

struggle begins only after securing pro 
tection. Tracking infringements, issu-
ing notices, and pursuing litigation is 
resource-heavy. Gupta underlined that 
the challenge lies more in enforcing the 
rights than registering them. He called 
for faster takedown mechanisms, pro 
active platform cõoperation, and easier 
IP support for small creators, stressing 
that protection should be �accessible to 
all who dream."9 
Lawyers agree that judicial rulings, 

while important, rarely solve the pro-
blem on the ground. Priyanka Khimani, 

an IP lawyer, said landmark judgments 
help build jurisprudence but their im-
pact at the street or supply-chain level 
remains limited unless backed by susta-
ined enforcement." Even after a desig-
ner wins in court, she noted, fakes often 

continue to proliferate online, in Tier 2 
and 3 cities, and in unregulated mar 
kets. 
Industry leaders argue that structural 

fixes are needed. Sunil Sethi, chairman 
of FDCI, said piracy and counterfeit 
flash sales are a growingmenace and as 
kedfor a system that allows for ex-parte 
orders and local commissioners to act 
swiftly. He suggested a forum akin to 
consumer courts where snmaller desig 
ners could resolve disputes quickly, rat 
her than being priced out of justice. 
Despite the gaps, some seepositive mo 

mentum. "Recent judgments are game 
changers as this now allows the indust 
ry to be treated from just a craft to comn 

mercial IP assets," said Safir Anand, se 
nior partner at Anand and Anand. "Co 
unterfeiters now face the risk of fast ta 
kedowns. Platforms are being put on 
notice. And this sends a positive signal 
to the global luxury industry, makingfo 
reign entities more confident about in 
vesting in Indian designs knowing their 
rights will remain sacrosanct." 
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HOWA WATCH KEEPS TIME 
MAINSPRING OR BATTERY:Thisis where 

itall starts. When you wind the crown 
(or, when your wrist moves, or when a 
battery sendsa pulse), it tightens the 
mainspring, which isa coiledstrip of 
metal (or,activates the circuitin 
quartz), storing energy 
GEARTRAIN:A series of gearS carries 
this energy-like a relay-from the 
mainspring to the hands, converting 

raw power into controlled motion 

HAIRSPRING:A delicate spiral spring, it 
regulates the balance wheel to control 
the speed of the gear train and, thus, 
the watch's hands 

ESCAPEMENT, BALANCE WHEEL & 
HAIRSPRING: The escapement releases 
the energy in tiny, regular bursts. At 
the same time, the balance wheel and 

make sense to pour money into proprietary flood of chean im 

hairspring swing backand forth, set 
ting the pace and keeping time steady. 
Watchmakers must control notjust 
friction but even the airflowW around a 
balance wheel, which can affect timing 

JEWELS:Synthetic rubies are placed at 
friction points where gears turn. They 
act as bearings, reducing wear and tear. 
Ahigher jewel count (sometimes 17 or 
25) isn't fancy decoration. It means 

Ients-tie noi 

TYPES OF 
MOVEMENTS 

MANUAL-WIND: Needs 
daily winding, loved by 
enthusiasts for its old 
School craftsmanship. 

Eg:Omega Speedmaster 

AUTOMATIC: Self-winds 
with wrist movement, 
has a smooth sweep of 

seconds hand. 
Eg: Rolex Submariner 

QUARTZ: Battery 
powered, fairly acCCurate 

and relatively afforda 
ble. Itgives a 

ticking motion. 
Eg:Citízen Eco-Drive 

more moving parts are supported, 
often in more complicated watches 

DIAL TRAIN& HANDS:Finally, gears 
connect everything to the hour, minute 
and second hands 

ROTOR (IN AUTOMATICS):A semi-circular 
weight that spins with wrist motion, 
winding the mainspring as you go 
about your day 
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How Alaska Pollock Became Part of International Disputes 
FOOD FABLES 

VIKRAM DOCTOR 

The last column was about how the 
Filet-o-Fish sandwich helped 
McDonald's appreciate the need to 

their menu to local tastes, 
while sticking to their promise of 
cheap, standardised and hygienic 
food. But that's only half the story. 
The Filet-o-Fish could only become 
a global hit, thanks to a supply-side 
revolution in one of the mostremote 
places in the world. 

This is the Bering Sea, which 
divides America and Asia. The 
continental margins that border it 
aresparsely populated, but the sea is 
full of fish. Specifically, Alaska 
pollock, a cousin of cod, which 
breeds in hugenumbershere. It was 
always fished in the Aleutian 
islands, one of the few inhabited 
places here, but the difficulties of 
operating in the harsh open sea 

meantit was o1 of the world's last 
majoruntapned fsheries 

World War II changed that. At the 
war's end, Japan was starving and 
the victorious Alied Powers 
realised they had aresponsibility to 
change that, not not least to prevent the 
country falling to the Communist 
wave that was rising in the rest of 
Asia. American wheat flooded the 
market, popularisingproducts such 
as ramen noodles, but for protein 
they looked to the sea. WWIIinnova 
tions, like the LORAN (Jong range 

navigation) radio system used by 
the navy, Oscould plastic 

be repurposed for 
deep sea 
filaments for strongnets. 

The Bering Sea lies north-west of 
Japan and the country had long 
fished pollock, but mainly for its 
'golden eggs. In Billion DollarFish, 

Kevin MBailey's history of pollock. 

Fishing boats 
docked at a harbour 

he explains that it loses its 'fresh-
ness' quickly, and old pollock 

to develops a particularly bad taste". 
This problem could now be solved 
by another 20th century technology, 
mass-scale refrigeration. Gigantic 
factory ships were built that could 
process pollock immediately after 
being caught, creating frozenblocks 

of ready-to-cook fish. 
Refrigeration also gave a boost to 

the old Japanese practice of prepar 
ing surimi, a fish paste that can be 
shaped in different 
refe rererences to 

srhe 
oldest 

back to 1115 
CE, but post-WWII the process 

became industrialised. Bailey 
writes that pollock was ideal 
for surini "because of its low 
lipid content, whichallows the 
congealing of proteins to make 
the gelatinous substance, and 
because of its bland 
taste and pure white 
flesh". If you have 
eaten cheap 'crab legs' 
or fish sticks, you have prob 
ahly eaten pollock surimi. 
The Japanese weren't the ones 

chasingpollock. Russia also desper 
ately needed protein, and by the 
1970s they had started edging out 
the Japanese from the Bering Sea. 
But chasing pollock brought them 

close to Alaska, an uncomfortable 
situation as Cold War tensions 
increased. Russian factory ships 
were accused of spying and the 
Americans realised they needed to 

counter byin 
creasing pollock 
fishing in the 
Bering Sea. The 

problem was that, while they 
could catch pollock, they didn'thave 
the factory ships to process it. 
Bailey describes how this led to a 

surprising co-operation. American 
ships caught pollock and 
transferred it to Russian ships for 
processing. Since Cold War 

embargoes prevented direct 
payment, c ComplexX barter systems 
developed, where in return for 
processed pollock, high-value fish, 
such as salmon, was given to the 
Russians, who could sell itfor cash 
Ready-tO-cook pollock products 
started appearing ìn . a American 

supermarkets and McDonald's 
began using them for Filet-0-Fish. 

This history is worth remnem 
bering when seafood has again 
become part of international 
disputes. The US tariffs are 
taking a particular toll on 
Indian exports of shrimp. 

Meanwhile, seafood imports to 
India face a standard 30 per cent 
tariff, which is why imports tend to 
be only for luxury items, 
salmon and tuna. This may also ex 
plain why Filet-o-Fish is often una 
vailable in India -and not sold in 
South India at all. Could an exemp 
tion for American pollock per 
suade President Trump, whose 
standard McDonald's order is two 
Big Macs and two Filet-o-Fishes, to 
give Indian shrimp some relief? 

as 



s iiS COgnac Brand 
the Next Hermès? 
For years, Louis XIl has had 
an unusual problem. 
The maison hasn't had 

enough of its $4,600 Cognacto 
meet growing demand and 
it's impOssible to create more. 
Each distinctive decanter 
contains hundreds of eaux 
de-vie- some a century old 

so even if the Rémy 
Cointreau brand were to 
dramatically increase the 
amountof spiritit distills and 
ages, it would take 
decades to have 

-significantly more 
stock to sell while 
retaining the ultra 
premium Cognac 
label's quality. 

Its solution: 
Exquisite porcelain 
plates. "The vision 
for Louis XII is to 
be a true luxury 
brand, 1ike 

Hermès," executive 
director Anne 
Laure Pressat says 
of the extension. 
"No one is asking 
Hermès, 'Why do 
you do makeup?" 
When they first 
started, they were 
saddlemakers. Now 
they do everything. And the 
vision for Louis is the same, to 
bealuxury brand assuch that 

goes beyond Cognac.'" 

PICS: NYT, GETTY IMAGES 

restaurants around 
the world. 

If you've eaten 
ata Michelin 
starred 
restaurant, 
there's a good 
chance you've 

eaten off 

Pressat, previously director 
of innovation for Louis XII, 
has a keen sense of what 
collectors are looking for and 
how to expand. It'sa strategy 
led by gastronomy and honed 
through lavish dinners at top 

To create the dinnerware 
collection, Louis XIII 

partnered with JL Coquet, an 
historic house in Limoges, 
France, renowned for its 
extra-white porcelain and 
voluminous designs. If you've 
eaten at a multi-Michelin 
starred restaurant, there's a 
good chance you've eaten off 
its Hemisphere collection. 

JL Coquet's 
Hemisphere 
collection 

JL Coquet crafted 
two designs inspired 
by Louis XIII. The 
first collection, the 
Soil Is Our Soul, 
focused on the terroir 
by usinga3D scanner 
on the grounds of the 
do maine and 
imprinting the 
contours of the earth 
onto the edges of the 
porcelain plates. 
Each piece was 
glazed. Ittook three to 
four weeks to create 
each plate, including 
15 steps by. 40 
artisans. 
The Seco nd 

collection, Light of 
Time, took 20 steps 
and includes a first 

for the porcelain house. Louis 
XIl wanted to focus on light 
and transparency, so JL 
Coquet designed plates that 
are so fine, they let light shine 
through them. They also 
Carved facets on the 
underside of the lip to echo 
the shimmering effect of cut 
crystal, Cognac classes. 

Bloomberg 



States ban cough syrup after 
tests detect toxic chemical 

Shruti Tomar, Senjuti 
Sengupta, and 
Aparnesh Goswami 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

BHOPAUJAIPUR/BIKANER: Sam 
ples of a cough syrup believed to 
have led to the deaths of eleven 
children in Madhya Pradesh 
showed high concentration of 
toxic chemicals, officials in Tamil 
Nadu, where the company's man 
ufacturing unit is based, said on 
Saturday- prompting several 
states to hurriedly announce bans. 

The contamination 
detected in Coldrif syrup manu 
factured at a facility in Kanchee 
puram district. Madhya Pradesh 

Drug Controller DK Maurya said 
the concentration of diethylene 
glycol, or DEG, was found to be 

was 

THE ADULTERATION 
WAS DETECTED IN 
COLDRIF SYRUP 
MANUFACTURED 
AT A FACILITY IN 
KANCHEEPURAM 

48% compared to the per 
missible limit of just 0.1%. "The 

ncentration is extremely dan 
gerous," he said. 

A team from Tamil Nadu's 
Food Safety and Drug Adminis 
tration department had con 
ducted an inspection at the phar 
maceutical company's facility 
last week and collected samples. 
The results were announced on 

Saturday. 

"Test samples have been 
found adulterated. We have 
sought an explanation from the 
manufacturer. Until further 
orders, the production will be 
stopped at the facility," a Tamil 
Nadu drug administration offi 
cial told PTL "Until the company 

gives us a satisfactory explana 
tion, the production at the fac 
tory will be halted." 

Tamil Nadu banned the sale of 
Coldrif with effe
t from October 
land ordered removal of stocks 
from the market. Rajasthan, Ker 
ala and MP separately 
announced they had banned the 
medicine. Diethylene glycol is a 
colourless, viscous liquid witha 

sweet taste, commonly used in 
industrial products such as brake 
fluids and antifreeze. ’P2 
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BHOPALUJAIPUR/BIKANER: Sam 
ples of a cough syrup believed to 
have led to the deaths ofll children 
in Madhya Pradesh showed high 
concentration of toxic chemicals, 
officials in Tamil Nadu, where the 
company's manufacturing unit is 
based, said on Saturday 
prompting several states to hur 
riedly announce bans. 

The contamination was 
detected in Coldrif syrup manufac 
tured at a facility in Kancheepu 
ram district. Madhya Pradesh 
Drug Controller DK Maurya said 
the concentration of diethylene 
glycol, or DEG, was found to be 
over 43% compared to the permis 
sible limit of just 0.1%"The con 
centration is extremely danger 
Ous, "he said. 

A team from Tamil Nadu's Food 
Safety and Drug Administration 
department had conducted an 

inspection at the pharmaceutical 
company's facility last week and 
collected samples for testing. The 
results were announced on Satur 
day. "Test samples have been 
found adulterated. We have 
sought an explanation from the 
manufacturer. Until further 
orders, the production will be 
stopped at the facility." a Tamil 
Nadu drug administration oficial 
told PTI on Saturday."Until the 
company gives us a satisfactory 
explanation, the production at the 
factory wil be halted." 

Tamil Nadu banned the sale of 
Coldrif with effect from October 1 
and ordered removal of stocks 
from the market. The syrup has 
been supplied to Rajasthan, Mad 
hya Pradesh and Puducherry, the 
official said. Rajasthan, Kerala and 
MP separately announced they 
had banned the medicine. 

Diethyiene glycol is a colour 
less, viscous liquid with a sweet 
taste, commonly used in industrial 
products such as brake fluids and 
antifreeze. But it often contami 
nates pharma products, especially 
cough syrups. DEG has also been 
used illegaliy as a cheap substitute 
solvent in drug manufacturing due 

The contamination was 
detected in Coldrifsyrup 
manufactured at a facility in 
Kancheepuram district PT 

to its similar physical properties to 
safe pharmaceutical ingredients. 
Inadequate international regula-
tions and lackofanalytical testing 
methods contribute to such adul-
teration, according to scientists. 
When consumed, it causes 
abdominal pain, vomiting, kidney 
failure and can lead to death 
within 8-24 hours of high-
dose exposure. 

MP announces ban 
Within hours of receiving the 
Tamil Nadu investigation report 
on Saturday morning, Madhya 
Pradesh chief minister Mohan 
Yadav announced a statewide ban 
on Coldrif, calling the deaths 
"extremely tragic". 

"The sale of this syrup has been 
banned throughout Madhya Pra 
desh. The sale of other products of 
the company that manufactured 
the syrup is also being banned," 
Yadav said in a post onX. 

"The syrup manufacturing fac 
tory is located in Kanchipuram, so 
after learning of the incident, the 
state government asked the Tamil 
Nadu government to investigate. 
The investigation report was 
received this morning, Strict 
action has been taken based on the 
report," he added. 

Yadav saida state-level investi 
gation team has been formed. The 
announcement came on the day 
the state reported deaths of two 
more children allegedy after they 
consumed the medicine. 

Yadav also announced that the 
families of the deceased will 
receive ex gratia worth 25 lakh 

and that the state would cover the 
entire medical expenses of chil 
dren still under treatment. 

Meanwhile, Chhindvwara super 
intendent of police Ajay Pandey 
said that an FIR has been regis 
tered against the Kancheepuram 
unit, local doctor Praveen Soni, 
and one other individual on char 
ges of culpable homicide not 
amounting to murder, as well as 
under relevant sections of the 
Drugs and Cosmetics Act. 

Kerala health minister Veena 
George said on Saturday the state 
Drugs Control department sus 
pended the sale of Coldrif follow 
ing reports from other states that 
flagged issues with one batch of 
the syrup.hiaye 

Apreliminary inquity revealed 
that the lagged batch was not sold 
inKerala, but the drugs controller 
instructed inspectors to com 
pletely stop distribution and sale 
out of concern for safety, George 
said. The drug is being sold 
through eight distributors in Ker 
ala, all of whom have been 
instructed to halt operations. 
Instrucions have also been issued 
to suspend the sale through medi 
cal stores. 

The confirmation represents a 
dramatic turnaround from Friday, 
when the Union ministry of health 
and family welfare stated that lab 
oratory tests detected no DEG or 
ethylene glycol (EG) in cough 
syrup samples. 

The tragedy may have been 
compounded by prescription vio 
lations. In 2023, the Director Gen 
eral ofHealth Services sent aletter 
to all states stating the Coldriffor-
mula should not be given to chil 
dren under four years of age. 
Despite this advisory, doctors in 
Chhindwara prescribed the medi 
cation to young children, said an 
official ofhealth department. 

Ofthe nine children who died in 
Madhya Pradesh, seven were four 
years old or younger, while two 
were five years old-all below or 
barely above the age threshold 
specified in the 2023 warning. 

Second syrup still 
under investigation 
MP Drug Controller Maurya said 
19 samples were collected in total, 

6-year-old dies 
in Raj, probe on 
JAIPUR: A six-year-old 
boy died in Rajasthan 
on Saturday after he 
allegedly consumed 
Dextromethorphan HBr 
cough syrup, officials 
said. Churu district chief 
medical and health offi 
cer (CMHO) Manoj 
Sharma said, "The child, 
Anas (6), was brought to 
the Churu district hospi 
tal on Wednesday night 
as he fainted after hay 
ing the Dextromethor 
phan cough syrup. He 

was.being treatedat the 
paediatríc thírd unit." 

The child was 
referred to Jaipur's JK 
Lon Hospital on Satur 
day after his health dete 
riorated. He died hours 
after his arrival in the 
Jaipur hospital, the offi 
cial said. "His parents 
gave hima cough syrup 

four to five days back for 
cough. When condition 
of the child deteriorated, 
he was admitted in 
Churu hospital on 
Wednesday and then 
referred to JK lon hospi 
tal on Saturday," JK Lon 
Superintendent,: 
Dr RN Sehra, said. HTC 

with 13 currently being tested by 
MP authorities. Reports for four 
samples have been received. while 
the remàining are still under examination. A second cough 
syrup, Nexa DS manufactured in 
Himachal Pradesh., is also under 
investigation."The report of Nexa 
DS, another suspect syrup, is still awaited," Maurya said. 

Regarding distribution, Maurya said the Coldrif syrup appears to have been supplied only in the Chhindwara area and has not been found in other districts. "But we have alerted all the drug inspectors to monitor its pres ence," he added. 

Rhythma Kaul 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The national drugs 
regulator has ordered inspec 
tions at all manufacturing units 
across the country that produce 
19 medicines banned by certain 
states following the deaths of at 
least 12 children in Madhya Pra 
desh and Rajasthan allegedly 
linked to contaminated cough 
syrup. 

DRUGS REGULATOR t 
ORDERS INSPECTION 
AT UNITS MAKING 19 

BANNED MEDICINESPE 

The risk-based inspections, 
initiated on Friday across six 
states, aim to identífy gaps that 
led to the contamination and 
suggest process improvements 
to prevent such incidents in 
future, the Union ministry of 
health and family welfare said 
on Saturday. 

The ministry confirmed that 
drug samples collected from the 
Coldrif cough syrup manufac 
turing unit in Tamil Nadu tested 
positive for diethylene glycol 
(DEG) levels exceeding permis 
sible limits, providing the first 
concrete evidence of contami 
nation. 

"On request of MP govern 
ment, Tamil Nadu FDA had 
taken samples of Coldrif cough 
syrup from manufacturing 
premises of M/s Sresan Pharma 
in Kanchipuram, Tamil Nadu. 
The results of testing of these 
samples were shared with us 
late evening yesterday, October 
3, 2025. The samples are found 
to contain DEG beyond the per 
missible limit," the ministry 
said. 

Shi 

A multidisciplinary team of 
experts from the National Insti 
tute ofVirology, Indian Council 
of Medical Research, National 
Environmental Engineering 
Research Institute, CDSCO and 
AIIMS Nagpur continues to ana 

lyse various samples and factors 
to assess the cause of deaths in 

and around Chhindwara in 
Madhya Pradesh. 
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THE NA MY 
1uo0ò cOUNTRY 

MY LENS 

KASHMIR'S MUSTARD BLOOM 

BORDERS OF MY COUNTRY 

AMITAVA CHANDRA 

STATE: WEST BENGAL 

Blooming mustard 
fields in Kashmir 
valley create a serene 
and colourful spring 

landscape. 

HT is featuring the best 
images received for the 
My Country, My Lens' 
contest in Page One Plus 
daily. The top three 
entries in each category 
will be published 
separately. 
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{THE BIG PICTURE} 

Imprint of the people in 
shaping the Constitution 

Or tebsk Asse bg inág's Consi 
in cÑs tve stosy. showing 

2 elzE reise We disUared that indians 
rom aross the subcontinent were deepty 
enzzzed with Consitution-making and 
detated it Contrary to the common wis 
dom, many Indians knew what they were 
2Eting Based on their expectations of a 

Tansiormative order, they organised into 
aion to make constitutional demands, 
Lars0ated the Constitution into their own 

languagas, challenged the Constituent 
Asembt. and offered new ideas. In this 
HAS ner made efforts to educate the 

HNs of the Assembly. And most impor 
nrSMd ownership of the Con 

and made it their oWn. 
Te inian Dubic understood that the 
ST KaS gong to change their lives. 

Ee her concems. For 

Kaliattt, caste was per 
5RK DoTTATnt determi 

ISsrTe 2nconomic status. 
SiTEOI SUIDTising that 

pubic stTuggles 
RnmSÍmion's Doten 

HIaiair nange me social 
HZ RRi m c2STe. The ndian 
TDEingi made constitu 
TT2asat inyoked old and 
IEV Deive Iientities. 

omaT uUDer c2SteS Wbo had 
eTiVed cetturies of hegemony, 
IIDW DSeTed themselves as a 
minIE in DEed of protection. 
Srreiuied 25E grops demanded 
gu22mees for full rights and spe 
ial aiiralrOteions for their 
aforceETL beheving tat the Constirtion 
wOin be enough. The vast majority of 

the popuaion, wbo identified themseBves 
sbacikward czstes". questioned the exist 
ing coBonial ciassifications of caste and reli 

Tand asserted their right to gion altogether 
define themselves. Strikingly, all castes, 
groups and communities used constitu 
tional language to advance their claims. 

was 

largest demographic group in India � the 
millions of people who belonged to what 

described : as the backward classes 
was claiming minority status. The secretary 
of the Backward Classes League reminded 

the Constituent Assembly that the popula 
tion of the backward classes, which 
included among other professions fisher 
men, barbers, milkmen, and washermen, 
was 170 million � or more than half of 
India's population at the time. They com 

Rohit De 

Indians understood that electoral democ 
racy and democratic majority would be 
insufficient to protect their rights. Even the 

REFLECTIONS 

Ornit 
Shani 

bers they should have 
170 seats. They began to struggle 
for their rights from outside the 
Assembly. Numerous letters from 
different backward caste organisa 
tions-among them, the Kashyap 
Rajput Mahasabha in the North, 
the Vannikula Kshatrias from 
Madras, and the Baisya Kapali 
Jubak Samiti from Bengal-
arrived, demanding representation 

and guatingt that the Constitu-B 
tion recognise "economic and 
social backwardness" by caste, 

these.represenave 
of the backward 

i both the ideal of an indi-
vidual liberal subject and the notion that 
backward castes exist onty within the Hindu 
religion. ndeed, claims for addressing back 
wardness were not limited to Hindus. For 
instance, the Punjab Provincial Saini Sabha, 
which claimed to represent at least 10 mil 
lion Sainis (primarily an agricultural caste 
in North India), demanded guaranteed rep-
resentation to all Sainis, be they Hindu, 

ikh, or Muslim, The president of this orga-

castes 

plained that there were no repre 
sentatives of the backward castes 
among the ministers or in the Con 
stituent Assembly, dat least 

n by num 

Focusing solely on the Constituent Assembly and its debates erases the intense engagements ofIndians with the making of the Constitution 
HTARCHVE 

and obscures the critical role of the public in turning the Constitution into a living document and an open site of struggde. 

nisation pointed out that it would be impos 
sible for any member of a backward caste 
community to get a party ticket or be elected 
in Punjab, an area dominated by Jat Sikhs. 

Board argued Similarly, the Central 
that the Bene-Israeli Jews, a group within 
the larger Jewish community and number 
ing around 25,000 at the time, should con 
tinue to be considered an intermediate and 
minority community. Indeed, the Jewish 
identity of Bene Israelis was often ques 
tioned by other Indian Jewish communities, 
and they faced discrimination because of 
the darker colour of their skin. 

Similarly, the All India Momin Confer 
ence, which represented Muslim weaving 
castes, not only challenged the authority of 
the Muslim League to speak for them, but 
also sought special representation and safe 
guards given their economic and educa 
tional status. 

Finally, backward caste groups presented 
a powerful critique against upper-caste 
dominance, articulating demands for eco 
nomic, political and educational constitu 
tional guarantees to transform it. Thus, the 
backward Nayi Brahmin community, a 

caste of barbers, argued that the entirety of 
the colonial State, from "the ordinary tehsil 
officer to a judge of the Privy Council", was 
omnosed of a "microscopic minoy " of com 
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the upper castes. They, therefore, 
that every citizen be given "land free of cost 
for construction of house and cultivation". 
They also asked for a regular uniform for all 
students, and that backwardcaste students 
be given uniforms free of cost. In the spirit 
of socialism, they demanded roti-kapda 
makaan but differentiated themselves from 

the Left parties, which they criticised for not 
being led by members of labouring castes. 
They doubted the future of a country that 

aspires to be a democracy "where 3 Crores 
(30 million) of people (upper caste Hindus) 
with power and competence consider 340 
million backward caste, untouchables 
(Achut), Muslim, Christian and adibasis as 
impure". An independent democratic gov 
ernment, in their view, could "exist only 
when every citizen thinks himself to be a 
part of government and thinks its legislation 
as his own". 

Focusing solely on the Constituent 
Assembly and its debates not only erases 
the intense engagements of Indians with the 

making of the Constitution but also 
obscures the critical role of the public in 
turning the Constitution into a living docu 
ment and an open site of struggle. 

Rohit De teaches at Yale Untversity and 
Ornit Shani at the University of Hatfa. 

The views expressed are personal 
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Whyfarm portals are becoming 
easytools for scamsters 

SIMPLY 
HARYANA 

DEEPENDER DEsWAL 

HE state govern 
ment's digital initia 
tives in agriculture, 

such as the Meri Fasal 
Mera Byora (MFMB) portal 
and schemes like Bhavan 
tar Bharpai Yojana (BBY), 
are increasingly being mis 
used by fraudstersturn 
ing these platforms into a 
"blessing in disguise" for 
Scamsters. 

Earlier this week, farm 
ers from four villages 
Hassangarh, Gurana, 
Litani, and Badhawar in 
Hisar district-filed com 
plaints with the CM lying 
squad, alleging that their 
land details were fraudu 
lently registered on the 
MFMB portal for bajra cul 
tivation by individuals 
based as far away as Nuh 
district. Acting on the com 
plaints, the squad initiated 
an inspection of agricul 
ture department records 
and began investigation. 

Modus operandi 
The motive behind the 
fake registrations is to 
claim government funds 
under schemes like the 
BBY, which provides Rs 

575 per quintal as com 
pensation over the base 
price ofRs 2,200 per quin 
tal for bajra. The amount 
is credited directly to the 
account linked to the 

MEMB portal. Fraudsters 
have managed to upload 
their account details on 

land owned by unsuspect 
ing farmers, thereby 
diverting the compensa 
tion and crop loss relief to 
their own accounts. There 
are mainly three, portals: 
MFMB (meant for crop 
registration); e-kharid 
(procurement details äre 
uploaded by. agencies); 
and e-kshatipurti (meant 
to upload crop loss data). 
The two online portals, e 
kharid and e-kshatipurti, 
are in sync with the 
MFMB portal. 

In one such case, a 
farmer from Litani was 

unaware that his länd had 
been registered for bajra 
cultivation by someone in 
Nuh. Similarly, compensa 
tion meant for genuine 
crop loss has also been 
diverted through account 
registrations. 

Experts say that these 
digital loopholes have 
been exploit�d repeated 
ly: Though a similar scam 
was exposed two years 
ago, the recurrence of 
such incidents has again 
brought the reliability of 
the portal system into 

AV HAF 

question. 

Scam detected in 2023-24 
On January 8, 2024, the 
police in Bhiwani district 
arrested six persons for 
fraudulently uploading 
their personal details on 
the MFMB portal to claim 

bajra. This was in connec 
tion with a case regis 
tered at Siwani police sta 
tion on May 10, 2023, 
based on a complaint by 
the CM flying squad. The 
FIR had named 185 
accused. The scam came 
to light when a farmer 
from Dariyapur fileda 
.complaint that prompted 
an audit of land records. 

According to the Rev 
enue Department, bajra 
was sown on 1,097 acres at 
Dariyapur in 2022, where 

as the MFMBportal 
showed registration for 
3,343 acreslikely 
intended to fraudulently 
claim BBY compensation. 
Though the investigation 
is still on in the case, the 
probe was reportedly 
hampered due to lack of 
coordination between the 

police and the agriculture 
department. 

Wider scope of scam 
Dr Ram Kanwar, an agri 
culture expert who exam 
ined the 2022-23 matter, 
estimated that a fraud .of 
about Rs L,12 crore may 
have been committed at 

Dariyapur alone, with 
compensation under BBY 
averaging Rs 5,000 per 
acre. Similar irregularities 
have been found at Miran 
village, where bajra was 
SOwn on 902 acres accord 
ing to girdawari records, 
but the MFMB portal 
showed registration for 
1,923 acres. 
Widespread discrepan 

cies have also been 
reported in other dis 
tricts, including Bhi 
wani, Jhajjar, Palwal, 
Rewari, and Mahendra 
garh. Hesuspectsthe 
total scam may be over.a 
hundred crores. 

Disbursements under BBY 
In 2022, the government 
disbursed Rs 390 crore to 
2,76,620 faYmers under 
BBY, while in 2021, Rs 439 
crore was paid to 2,42.518 
farmers. Mahendragarh 
district topped the list, 

receiving Rs 91.70 crore 
for 67,002 farmers in 2022 
and around Rs 100 crore 
for 56,075 farmers in 2021. 
The government had not 
offered BBY in 2024 to 
bajra farmers when agen 
cies procured the produce 
on MSP 

This year, there is regis 
tration of bajra on about 
12 lakh acres in Haryana. 
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Heavyarials, tardty lilting 
choke Ambala mandi 

t 

Labourers weigh paddy at the Ambala Cantonment grain market on Saturday. TRIBUNE PHOTO 

NITISH SHARMA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

AMBALA, OCTOBER 4 

Heavy paddy arrivals cou 
pled with tardy lifting have 
left the Ambala Canton 
ment grain market with lit 
tle space for fresh arrivals. 
Due to the lack of space, the. 
farmers can be seen waiting 
for their turn to offload 

their produce. 
As per the data procured, 

over 1.3 lakh quintal paddy 
stocks have arrived at the 
grain market. Of it, over 1.1 
lakh quintals were. pro 
cured by procurement 

agencies till Saturday 
afternoon. Of the total pro 

I cured stock, 33,200 quin 
tals have been lifted from 
the grain market. 

Last year, 3.6 lakh quintals 
of paddy had arrived at the 
grain market here. A farmer 
from Fazalpur village, Aman-
deep Singh, who reached 
Ambala Cantonment grain 
market with his produce, said, 
"The gate pass for my produce 
was issued on October 1. It 
was procured on October 3 

due to higher moisture level 
and shortage. of space to 
offload th� produce. Tbday, I 
brought more produce and it 
is yet to be purchased. The 
government should make 
Some arrangements so that 
farmers are not forced to wait 

due to lack of space." 
Harnaik Singh, a, farmer 

from Kesri village, said, "I 
have been waiting for nearly 
two hours to offload my pro 
duce as the commission 
agent has no space left. Due 
to tardy lifting, a number of 
farmers are waiting for their 
turn. The government should 
improve the lifting." 

Similarly, Krishan, 
farmer from Khaira village, 
expressed disappointment 
with the yield and cuts being 
imposed due to higher mois 
ture and quality issues. 
Farmers have suffered 

heavy losses this year and 
the yield has been just 
around 18-22 quintal per 

acre against the yield of over 
30 quintal per acre last year. 
Acut of Rs 25 per quintal per 
point, in case the moisture 
level is detected above 17 per 
cent, is being imposed. 
Another cut of Rs 200 a quin 
tal is being imposed if the 
quality of the grain is on the 
lower side due to false smut 
disease." he added. 

Neeraj Bhardwaj, secre 
tary, Ambala Cantt grain 
market, said, "The arrivals 
have been on the heavier 
side and the lifting is gath 
ering pace now. Nearly 
12,000 quintal stock is being 
lifted daily. The agencies 
procure produce with 17 per 
cent moisture but a large 
number of stocks arrive 
with moisture content up to 
22 per cent. So, the stock is 
kept for drying, leaving no 
space for the produce of 
other farmers. All efforts 
are being made to improve 
the lifting." 

YERA 
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ir CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 4 
nd During the kharif procure 

ment season 2025-26 in 
Haryana, payments totalling 
Rs 543.66 crore have been 
directly transferred to farm 
ers' accounts, ensuring time 
ly payment of MSP 
Paddy is being procured 

from farmers registered 
on the Meri Fasal Mera 

Byora portal. So far, paddy 
has been procåred from 
63,356 farmers registered 
on the portal in the state. 

e A spokesperson for the 
Haryana Food, Civil Supplies 
and Consumer Affairs Depart 
menttoday said that8,92,943.07 
metric tonnes (MT) of paddy 
had arrived at mandis across 
the state, while 3,10,821.24 MT 
had already been lifted from 
the mandis. The total quantity 
of paddy procured stands at 
7,20,025.68 MIT: 

r. 

1e 

et 
to 

Kharifseason: 
543.66 crore 
paid as MSP 

W 

TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE 

The Food and Civil Sup 
plies Department has pro 
cured the highest quantity of 
paddy since September 22, 

during the ongoing kharif 
season. The department has 
procured 4,25,680.39 MI, 
HAFED 2,09,796.67 MI, and 
the Haryana State Warehous 
ing Corporation 84,548.61 MT 
of paddy. Farmers have been 
urged to bring their produce 
to the mandis only after dry ing and cleaning. 
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Over5l. tonne paddy radcs 
gran makets, 96%lifted so lar 
MMOHIT KHANNA 

PTTAL 0CTOBER 4 
in a mnaor respite tor the food-hit farmers in Punisb, he pace of paday procu ment is gradually improving athough Top arrivalremains 
so Arhtiyas have expressed atisfaction over the ongoing ing and payment process. Around 96 of the total po 
�uce prOcured so far has been 
Htei by the agencies. 

Harbans Singh Rosha, 
president of the Khanna 
Grain Market Arhtiyas 
Association, said out of 
nearly seven lakh bags that 
had arrived so far, over six 
lakh had already been lift 
ed and payments made to 
the farmers. 

"So far, over 5,14,036.61 
metric tonne (MT) paddy 
has arrived in the mandis, of 
which over 4,81,967.08 MT 
(96 per cent) has been lifted 
by procurement agencies. 
Around Rs 923-crore pay 
ments have been released to 
farmers, while Rs 743 crore 
dues are pending," he said. 

Rosha said the govern 
ment's decision to start pro 
curement from September 
15, instead of October 10, 
had helped stieamline the 
process. "Generally, pro 
Curement starts around 

October 10 and picks up 
pace by October 15. This 
often delays harvesting and 
triggers panic harvesting 
and als0 results in farm 
fires. This year's early start 
has helped both farmers and 
arhtiyas" he added. 

However, the situation in 
Patiala's grain market is not 
as snooth. Pawan Kumar 

Around R923-crore payments released to farmers 

Labourers arrange paddy at the Jalandhar grain market. TRIBUNE PHOTO: SARABJIT SINGH 

Ina positjve development, 
no farm fire has been 
reported in the state for 
the past five days 

Singla, chairman of the 
Patiala Arhtiyas' Association, 
said the forecast of heavy 
rainfall had triggered panic 
among farmers, who harvest 
ed their crop in a rush. 
"Much of the crop that 

reached the mandi over 
the past two days has a 
high moisture content. We 
are reluctant to load such 
stock into gunny bags and 
are trying to dry it first. We 
have requested farmers 
who have storage space to 
hold back their produce 

NO FARMFIRE FOR FIVE 
The air quality index (AQI) 
has remained in the satis 
factory range in all major 
cities of the state 

DAYS 

until it dries properly. 
before bringing it to the 
mandis," he said. 

Bringing paddy with 
high moisture could lead 

to dispute with lifting 
agencies, though the over 

all lifting and payment 
procesS remained smooth, 

he added. 
Farmer leader Balbir 

Singh Rajewal, however, 

said the farmers in Dhari 

wal towh of Gurdaspur 
had raised complaints 

against rice sheller opera 

The total cournt offam 
fires stands at 95 until 

October 4; Amritsar tops 
the list with 55 incidents 

tors. "They alleged that 
OWners were sheller 

demanding cut ranging 
from Rs 179 to Rs 300 per 
quintal for lifting paddy 
with moisture content 
above the permissible lim 
it of 17 per cent," he said. 

"We have flagged the 
issue with the Gurdaspur 
district authorities. These 
farmers are already reel 
ing under heavy losses S 
due to floods and must 
not be exploited at this 
time," he added. 

B 
t 
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Farmers to get 73 per litre incentive 
for milk sold to private cooperatives 
lo strengthen rural economy, CM launches 'Doodh Protsahan Yojana, freigt subsicdyscheme 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

SOLAN, OCTOBER 4 
Himachal is the first state 
in the country wherethe 
state government is pur 
chasing cow milk at the 
rate of Rs 51 per litre and 
buffalo milk for Rs 61 per 
litre through the Himachal 
Pradesh Milk Federation. 
Chief Minister Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu made these 
claims while launching the 
Doodh Protsahan Yojana 
and a freight subsidy 
scheme at Darlaghat in the 
Arki assembly segment of 
Solan district today. 

He said that under the 
Doodh Protsahan Yojana, 
the farmers registered with 
private milk cooperatives 
and selling milk to them 
would receive an incentive 
of Rs 3 per litre, which 
would ba directly credited 
to their bank accounts in 
the DBT mode. The farmers 

would also receive an 
instant SMS notification for 

which a special portal had 
been developed through the 
Himachal Pradesh NIC. he 

HIMACHAL PRAL 

Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu hands over a.cheque to a 
milk producer at-Darlaghat in the Arki constituency on Saturday. 

added. "The state govern 
ment is making special 
efforts to strengthen the 
rural economy of the state," 
he claimed. 
The Chief 

deseribed the day as his 
toric for the state's live 
stock farmers and dis 
bursed Rs 1.45 crorevia 
direct benefit transfer 

Minister (DBT) to 8,000 livestock 

farmers associated with 
two private milk coopera 
tives, namely the Gau 
Amrit sSamiti, Paplota 
Samiti and the Amrit 
Dhara Samiti at Darlaghat 
of Solan district and the 
Kamdhenu Samiti and the 
Kehlur Doosh Samiti of 
Bilaspur district for July 
and August. T'hey were 
also provided Rs 1.59 crore 
as transport subsidy at the 
rate of Rs 3 per litre, which 
was Rs 1.50 per litre earlier, 
thus esténding a substan 
tial financial benefit of Rs 
18.24 crore every year to 
the community. 

Sukhu also disbursed Rs 
28.80 lakh to eight self 

help groups under the 
Rajiv Gandhi Van Sam 
vardhan Yojana and Rs 
34.20 lakh to 10 progres 
sive milk producers of the 
Kamdhenu Hitkari 
Manch, Namhol. He also 
launched a mobile phone 
app for the convenience of 
truck operators. 

Rural women, who had 
gatheredin strength, exhib 
ited enthusiasm as the 

Chief Minister rolled out 
one scheme after the other 
to strengthen their econo 
my. He said, "The freight 
subsidy for milk collected 
by private cooperatives has 
been increased from Rs 1.50 
per litre to Rs 3 per litre, 
benefting thousands of 
farmers. Milk processing 
facilities are being expand 
ed through MilkFed." 

He said, "To provide 
maximum marketig 

opportunities, a campaign 
to constitute milk coopera 
tive societies was kick-stat 
ed in June this year and 
320 milk cooperatives have 
been established so far. 
The aim of the government 
is to form a milk coopera 
tive in every gram pan 
chayat having significant 
milk availability" 

Health Minister DR 
Shanil, Agriculture Minister 
Chaudhary Chander Kumar 
MLLAS Sanjay Awasthi, 
Ramkunmar, MilkFed Chair 
man Budhi Singh Thakur 
and Wool Federation Chair 
man Manoj Thakur were 
present on the occasion. 



Premises offive pharma firms in Solan inspected 
amples of two cough syrups lifted for lab analysis 
AMBIKA SHARMA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

SOLAN, OCTOBER 4 
Fiye pharmaceutical compa 
nies manufacturing Coldrif 
and Nastro DS cough syrups 
in Solan district have come 
under the scrutiny of the drug 
authorities after seven chil 
dren in Chhindwara district of 
Madhya Pradesh died, after 

consuming Coldrifsyrup con 
taining toxic industrial chem 
ical diethylene glycol (DEG). 

This cough syrup was marn 
ufactured by Tamil Nadu 
based Sresan Pharmaceuti 
cals. Since five firms based 

in Solan and Baddi also sup 
ply these cough syrups to 
hospitals In Madhya 
Pradesh, the drug authori-
ties today conducted a risk 
based inspection of their 
manufacturing facilities. 

State Drugs Controller Man 
ish Kapoor said, �Athree-mem 
ber team comprising a drug 
inspector from the state drug 
authority and two from the 
Central Drugs Starndard Con 
trol Orgarnisation conducted a 
risk-based inspection of five 
firms in Baddi and Solan on 
Saturday. The team is assesS 
ing the status of compliance of 
their manufacturing5 facilities 
as per the revised Schedule M 
as well as the Good Laboratory 

PROBE ON, SALES PUT ON HOLD 

66The drug authorities of six states, including Uttar 
Pradesh where these cough syrups have been sold, 
have also been directed to put on hold their såle. The 
firms, too, have alerted their manufacturing chains to 
suspend the distribution of syrups till the 
investigation is completed.99 

Practices (GLP) norms." ts 
"The CDSCO oficials have 

drawn the samples of two 
cough syrups, Nastro DS and 
Coldrif, which are under inves 
tigation, and sentthem for a lab 
oratory analysis," Kapoor said. 

1b ensure public safety, 
these five firms have givena 

en undertaking of put-
ting on hold the sale of six 
oral liquid products manu 
factured using PG and sor 
bitol till the lab tests con 
firm their purity. 

Manish Kapoor, sTATE DRUGS CONTROLLER 

"The drug authorities of siX 
states, including Uttar 
Pradesh where these cough 
syrups have been sold, have 
also been directed to put on 
hold their sale. The firms, 
too, have alerted their manu 
facturing chains to suspend 
the distribution of syrups till 
the investigation is complet 
ed," said Kapoor. 
A probe by the Madhya 

Pradesh drug authorities 

revealed that propylene glycol 
used in the manufacture of 
the Coldrif cough syrup was of 
non-pharmaceutical grade 

and it was neither tested for 

the presence of DEG and EG 
and nor for its concentration 

in violation of the norms. 
It was found grossly defi 

cient in compliance.with the 
norms, following which thÇ 
Tamil Nad° drug authorities 
stopped the firm's manufac 
turing, sale and distribution 
channels. The presence of 
DEG in cough syrups has 
been a contentious issue. In 
2020, 12 infants had died and 
six were rendered disabled 
after they were given a con 
taminated cough syrup 
manufactured by Kala 
Amb-based Digital Vision. 
An investigation into the 

matter had revealed that 
cough syrups used industri 
al grade toxic DEG. 
DEG and ethylene glycol 

(EG) are found as adulterants 
in propylene glycol (PG) and 
sorbitol, which are used to 
manufacture cough syrups. 
PG and sorbitol are inactive 
ingredient, used to dissolve 
active ingrecients tOmanufac 
ture cough syrups and do not 
have any medicinal value. 



f 

n 

Every grain will be procured at MSP: Rana 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

YAMUNANAGAR, OCTOBER 4 
Haryana Agriculture and 
Farmers' Welfare Minister 

Shyam Singh Rana today 
reviewed ongoing paddy 
procurement and ifting 
process at the Saraswati 
Nagar grain market 
Yamunanagar district. 

in 

He directed the oficials of 
the Rood. Civi Supplies and 
Consumer Affairs Depart 
ment, HAFED and other pro 
curement agencies to ensure 
that farmers do not have to 
face any inconvenience in 
selling their produce. 

"The government will pro 
cure every single grain of 
paddy from farmers at the 
Minimum Support Price 
(MSP)" Rana said. 

He emphasised that the 
state government was fully 
committed to safeguarding 
farmers' interests and ensur 
ing smooth procurement and 
lifting operations across all 
grain narkets in Haryana. 

Rana said he was personally 
visiting grain markets across 
the state to monitor the pace 
of prourement and lift 
ing.<He instructed oficials 
to make prompt arrarmge 
ments wherever delays were 
reported so that farmers were 
not forced to keep their pro 

Minister reviews lifting operations, issues directions to officials 

Agriculture anid Farmers' Welfare Mini_ter Shyam Singh Rana inspects paddy in Yamunanagar. 

duce in the market yards for 
long periods. 

He urged farmers and 
commission agents to coop 
erate with the administra 
tion to facilitate the smooth 
lifting of paddy. The minis 
ter also advised farmers to 
bring clean and properly 
dried paddy to the markets 
to ensure timely procure 

ment at MSP by govern- transportation. He directed 
ment agencies. that adequate facilities such 

as drinking water, sanitation, 
electricity and cleaniness be 
maintained in all procure 
ment centres. 

During his visit, Rana 
checked the moisture con 
tent in paddy using testing 
machines. He interacted 

with farmers and traders to 
understand their concerns. 

Rana also reviewed reports 
on paddy arrivals, purchas 
es, lifting, gate passes and 

The minister said Haryana 
was the first state in the 
country where the maxi 
mum quantity of crops was 
being procured at the MSP 
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Farmers seek loan waiver, legal 
guarantee for MSP atstate meet 
ANIL KAKKAR 

SUNDAY 50CTOBER 2025 

Kisan Sabhagensecy calls Centre, state govt 'double engne ofsuffering 

SIRSA, OCTOBER 4 

Al India Kisan Sabha Gener 

al Secretary Biju Krishnan 

today criticised the BJPled 
Central and state govern 

ments, calling themn "double 

engine of suffering". Speak 

ing at the sabha's public rally 
at the Bhattu grain market in 
Fatehabad district, he said 

heavy rains and floods had 
devastated crops across 

northern India and famers 

should be paid Rs 50,000 per 
acre compensation, besides 
fair relief for labourers. 
The 15th two-day state con 

ference of the sabha began 
today. The rally was chaired 
by state president Balbir 
Singh and coordinated by 
state secretary Sumit Dalal 
and district president Vish 
nudatt. The conference will 
continue on Sunday at 
Aggarwal Dharamshala. 

"This is a govermment for 
the rich," Krishnan alleged. 
Policies are made for corpo 
rates while farmers and 

workers face ruin. If MGN 
REGAjobs cannot be provid 

A farmer leader addresses a gathering at Bhattu grain market in Fatehabad. 

ed, unemployment allowance 
should be given to workers" 

he added. 
Krishnan also criticised the 

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana, claiming that it profits 
insurance companies, not the 
farmers. He called for full loan 
waiver and legal guarantee for 
Minimum Support Price 
(MSP) to ensure economic 

security for the rural poor: 
Dr Inderjit Singh, national 

vice-president, reminded the 

audience that "750 farmers 
Sacrificed their lives to force 
the government to withdraw 
the three farm laws. He con 
demned recent jail warnings 
to farmers over stubble 
burning. 

Former Rajasthan MLA 
Balwan Singh Poonia ques 

tioned the government on 
reported Rs 14.5 lakh crore 
loan waiver for corporates, 
but not for farmers, "Cocaine 
worth Rs 36,000 crore was 

seized at a port, yet drugs 
were reaching the youth. We 
must unite and ight this 
menace," he said. 

CITU state vice-president 
Surender Malik and Khet 
Mazdoor Union leader 

Ramkumar Bahbalpuria also 
addressed the rally. 

District president Vish 
nudatt welcomed all leaders 
at Bhattu and pledged to con 
tinue the struggle for farmn 
ers' rights. 

e 
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6lakh MIpaddy purchase 
target for Yamunanagar dist 
TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE 

YAMUNANAGAR, OCTOBER 4 

HAFED Managing Director 
Mukul Kumar today took 
stock of paddy procurement 
work and other arrangements 
at the Vyaspur grain market. 

He talked to farnmers and 
commission agents and 
checked the moisture content 
in paddy. Kumar said keeping 
in mind the interests of farm 
ers, the state government had 
started paddy procurement 
from September 22 and the 
work was going on smoothly in 
all grain markets ofthe district. 

He added that this year, 
about 6 lakh metric tonnes 
paddy purchase target had 
been set for the district. 

The MD stated that the 
government had fixed the 

price for Grade-A paddy at 
Rs 2,389 per quintal and for 

1 Common Grade paddy at Rs 
2,369 per quintal, 

Kumar said all necessary 
arrangements were made in 
all 13 grain markets of the dis dis-

HAFED MD Mukul Kumar checks the moisture content in paddy 
with a machine at the grain market in Yamunanagar. 

trict before the purchase of 
paddy. He enquired from the 
department officials present 
in the grain market about the 
facilities like electricity, clean 
water and toilets. The MD 
appealed to the farmers to 
bring their paddy to the mar 
ket only after drying it, so that 
they could get a fair price for 
their crop at right time. 

Vyaspur SDM Jaspal Singh 
Gill said that 9,114 MT of pad 
dy had been procured at the 

Vyaspur grain market till 
October 3. He added that goy 
ernment agencies, including 
HAFED, Haryana Warehous 
ing Corporation and Food 
and Civil Supplies Depart 
ment, were purchasing pad 
dy in the district. 

"The administration has pro 
vided all facilities at grain mar 
kets. Farmers and commission 

agents also expressed satisfae 

tion with the arrangements," 
the SDM said. 
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