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L.a Nina may bring
colder winter to
north, say experts

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: North India, includ-
ing Delhi and the national capital
region (NCR) may see a colder
winter this year according to
meteorologists , who attribute
this to La Nina conditions thatare
expected to prevail from October
to December.

“We can expect La Nina condi-
tions to set in during the next few
months. We will soon issue a fore-
cast on temperatures for the post
monsoon season,” said M Moha-
patra, director general, India
Meteorological Department.

La Nina refers to the periodic
large-scale cooling of the ocean
surface temperatures in the cen-

tral and eastern equatorial Pacific
Ocean, coupled with changes in
the tropical atmospheric circula-
tion, including changes in winds,
pressure and rainfall patterns.

Typically, La Nina brings cli-
mate impacts that are the oppo-
site of El Nino (which refers to the
warming of oceans), especially in
tropical regions.

There’s a 71% chance of La
Nina during October-December,
National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration said last
week. Thereafter, La Nina is

favoured but chances decrease to

54% in December-February .

A weak La Nina emerged last
December but did not sustain.
From early December 2024
through February 2025, below-
average sea surface temperatures
(SSTs) persisted in the east-cen-
tral and central Pacific.

‘A La Ninamay mean a colder
winter in Delhi and NCR.

“We cannot say winter will be
severe but it may be marginally
colder...Though there is not a
major correlation between La
Nina and severe winters, we can
say that winter will not be warm

BUT EXPERTS SAID
THAT DUE TO
GLOBAL WARMING,
THE KIND OF
COOLING EFFECT
WHICH LA NINA
BRINGS NEED NOT
BE EXPECTED

and temperatures are expected to
be mostly below normal,” said
Mahesh Palawat, vice president,
climate and meteorology, Skymet
Weather.

To be sure, a La Nina doesn’t

necessarily mean a colder winter.

- “With La Nina we should
expect a colder winter — but with
global warming, that kind of cool-
ing need not be expected. Nowa-
days global warming is offsetting
the impact of El Nino and La Nina
on temperatures. La Nina nor-
mally cools the planet. The fre-
quency of WDs is higher and
associated atmospheric circula-
tion is also different,” said M Raje-
evan, former secretary, ministry
of earth sciences.

To be sure, naturally occurring
climate events such as La Nina
and El Nino are taking place in
the broader context of human-in-
duced climate crisis, which is
increasing global temperatures,
exacerbating extreme weather
conditions, and impacting sea-
sonal rainfall and temperature
patterns, the World Meteorologi-
cal Organization (WMO) has
warned.

Currently, night temperatures
are above normal by three to five
degrees Celsius over many parts
of northwest India and likely to be
above normal till October 4.

A fresh western disturbance is
also likely to affect western Hima-
layan region from October 4.
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‘Crimes against women fall |
5.7%, but still worst in India’
i ™ What NCRB data shows

Khatwani
Despite the drop in reported crime against women, overal criminal cases rose

htreporters@hindustantimes.com
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in Delhi dipped by 5.7% in 2023
While headline figures 072 14,247

All crimes
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compared to the preceding year,

even as overall criminal cases in

the city surged by 7.5% in the

same period, according to the

National Crime Records Bureau's dropped, the city still -

(NCRB) “Crime in India 2023" fared worst in India 0 3000 6000 9000 12000 15000
report released on Monday.

Despite the decline in );rime Assault with intent
against women, Delhi retained to outrage mqqesty
the grim distinction of being the 2,068
most unsafe “mega city” for
women for the third consecutive
year, the report showed. A total of
13,366 crimes against women
were reported in the national cap-
ital last year - more than double
| the figures of Mumbai (6,025) and
Bengaluru (4,870), the next two
cities on the list. NCRB defines
| “mega cities” as those with popu-
lations exceeding two million.

Crimes against women
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cases in 2022 and continues the

Despite the relative drop in num-
ber, the NCRB report underscored
Delhi’s notorious distinction of
being unsafe for women. :
Delhi Police data shows 13,439
cases of crimes against women
were registered in 2023, down
from 14,247 in 2022 and 14,277 in
2021 These include cases of rape,
harassment, molestation, dowry
harassment and dowry deaths.
Rape cases dropped by 9%,
from 1,212 in 2022 t01,094 in 2023,
while dowry deaths declined by
12%, from 131 to 115. Molestation
cases also dipped by 10%, with
1,814 cases in 2023 compared to
2,017 in 2022. Police credited
“active patrolling,” women's help-
lines and the expansion of “pink
booths” for the reduction.
However, crimes involving
children told a different story. The
number of rape cases under the
Protection of Children from Sex-
ual Offences (Pocso) Act surged
by 18%, rising from 890 cases in
2022 101,052 in 2023.
Overall, crimes against chil-
dren jumped by 31% in 2023,

Overall crime surge

Across categories, Delhi recorded
344,263 criminal cases in 2023
under both the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and Special and Local Laws
(SLL), the report showed. This
marks a 7.5% rise from 320,274

upward trend since 2021, when
306,000 cases were filed.

Street crime, particularly theft,
showed the sharpest increase in
the 2023 NCRB report. Delhi
Police registered 228,537 theft
cases in 2023, up from 206,650 in
2022 — an increase of 10%.

Kidnapping and abduction
cases also rose by 1.3%, with 5,715
cases compared to 5,641 in 2022.
The chargesheeting rate for kid-
napping remained dismal at just
6.6%. :

Murder cases, meanwhile,
dipped marginally - from 509 in
2022 to 506 in 2023. Yet-again,
Delhi still topped the list among
mega cities, followed by Benga-
luru.(206) and Jaipur (129).

Crimes committed by juveniles
decreased slightly, with 2,278
cases in 2023 compared to 2,340

the previous year. These mostly
involved theft, robbery and
assault. The chargesheeting rate
in such cases stood at 41%.

A surprising trend emerged i

cybercrime, Delhi saw a 40%

decline, with only 407 cases regis-
tered in 2023, compared to 685 in
2022, Most of these involved
banking and OTP frauds, extor-
tion and impersonation. The
chargesheeting' rate, however,
was low ~just 49%, which means
less than half cases end up in
court, the report showed.

Karn Pratap Singh and
Aaditya Khatwani

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi was the most
unsafe for road users in 2023
among 53 megacities across
India, according to a National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)
report published on Monday.
Data in the “Accidental Deaths
and Suicides in India” showed
that nearly four people lost their
lives and at least 13 were injured
every day in 2023. Delhi wit-
nessed 5,715 road crashes that
accounted for 8.2% of the total
69,910 such incidents reported
across the megacities during the
ear. With 4,980 and 3,653 road

s, respectively, Bengaluru
ennai held the second and
iInd positions on the list.
terms of fatal crashes, Delhi
saw the highest number of deaths
with 1,457 killed in 2023. For the
same year, Bengaluru, which
reported 915 road accident
deaths, ranked second, while Jai-
yur, which reported 848 deaths,
~was third on the list.
~ Tobesure, with over 15 million
| registered vehicles, Delhi nearly
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Delhi tops list in road |
accident deaths: NCRB

equals the combined number of
registered vehicles in three other
major cities - Mumbai, Kolkata
and Chennai, the Union road
transport and highways ministry
told the Lok Sabha during the
monsoon session in July.

The data for 2023 also marked
a decline from 2022 when the city
witnessed 1,461 deaths in 5,560
road accidents which left 4,713
injured, the NCRB report further
said. In 2021, Delhi reported 4,720
road accidents that claimed 1,239
lives and left 3,989 people injured.

The 53 mega cities included
Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chen-
nai, Indore, Jaipur, Hyderabad,
Lucknow, Ahmedabad, Amritsar
and others.

The NCRB's report showed
that, of the total deaths in fatal
road crashes in Delhi, two-wheel-
ers accounted for 622 deaths fol-
lowed by cars, which accounted
for 327 deaths. Among the 53
megacities, Delhi also topped the
list of deaths in road accidents at
pedestrian crossing in 2023.
While 159 people were killed in
Delhi, Durg-Bhilai Nagar city in
Chhattisgarh was second in the
list with 115 such deaths.

|
|
|
1




Govt may seel

Ayesha Arvind
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BENGALURU: The Supreme

Court’s landmark 2015 judgment

in Shreya Singhal vs Union of
India addressed a bygone regime
and cannot be “mechanically
applied” to the 2021 Information

Technology rules that demand

their own interpretative regime,

the Karnataka high court has
held, noting the vastly changed
digital landscape since the mile-
stone verdict.

In his 350-page judgment
passed last week but made pub-
lic on Monday, justice M Naga-
prasannaalso noted that during
the arguments in X Corp’s peti-
tion challenging the Union gov-
ernment’s Sahyog portal—the

judge dismissed the American
social media giant’s plea—the
Centre also hinted that it will
seek review of the 2015 verdict.
“The learned solicitor general
for the Union of India has sub-
mitted that...the Union is con-
templating to seek a review of
Shreya Singhal,” the order said.
Justice M Nagaprasanna also
said the top court’s 2015 ruling,
delivered when India had only

250 million internet subscribers,

compared to 980 million now, .

cannot be “mechanically
applied” to the 2021 IT Rules,
given the “complete change” in
intermediary regulation and the
near fourfold jump in internet
penetration.

“The judgment in Shreya
Singhal, predicated inter alia
upon the reasoning in RENO v.
ACLU, - cannot ' by ‘judicial

alchemy be transposed to the
present controversy.. Shreya:
Singhal spoke to the 2011 rules,

now consigned to history. The
2021 rules, fresh in their concep-
tion and distinct in their design,
demand their own interpretative

frame, unsaddled by precedents

that address a bygone regime,”
the HC said. P :
The observations were part of
an order that dismissed X Corp’s
petition challenging the Union
government'’s  Sahyog portal,
holding that social media con-
tent cannot be left unregulated
in the name of free speech and
that the system represents a
legitimate tool for ensuring digi-
tal accountability. Justice Naga-
prasanna rejected X's arguments
as “devoid of merit” and

THE KARNATAKA
HIGH COURT TOOK
NOTE OF CENTRE'S
SUBMISSIONS ON
THE ‘DRAMATIC

TRANSFORMATION
OF THE INTERNET

- LANDSCAPE SINCE

2015 WHEN THE
SHREYA SINGHAL
JUDGMENT WAS
DELIVERED

described the portal as an
“instrument of public good” that
serves as a “beacon of coopera-
tion” between citizens and social
media intermediaries in combat-
ing cybercrime.

In Shreya Singhal vs Union of
India, the Supreme Court struck
down the controversial section
66A of the Information Technol-
ogy Act 2000—which made it a
punishable offence to send
“grossly. offensive” or “mena-
cing” messages through digital
means, or to send false informa-
tion intended to'cause annoy-

2015 order review

ance or inconvenience—as
unconstitutional. It also read
down Section 79, holding that
intermediaries could be asked to
remove content only after a
court order or lawful govern-
ment directive.

That case arose under the 2011
IT Rules, which required plat-
forms to act on user complaints
or “actual knowledge” of unlaw-
ful content, a vague standard
open to misuse. Since then,
Shreya Singhal has been hailed
as a cornerstone of free expres-
sion in India and a key lever in
tempering prosecutorial
excesses in policing online
speech.

But the high court took note of
the Union government’s submis-
sions on the “dramatic transfor-
mation of the internet landscape
since 2015”. The court said the
“scale, reach, and influence of
social media platforms have
expanded manifold,” making the
context of the 2015 judgment
“substantially different from the
current digital environment.”

Justice Nagaprasanna also
highlighted that the 2021 Infor-
mation Technology (Intermedi-
ary Guidelines and Digital Media

Ethics Code) Rules were differ-
ent. Rule 3(1)(d) now directed
intermediaries to act only on a
court order or an authorised
agency notification, with
removal grounds tied to consti-
tutional limits on free speech.

The HC also made it clear that
foreign companies cannot claim
the fundamental right to free
speech under Article 19. Such
rights were reserved exclusively
for Indian citizens, and interme-
diaries like X Corp must comply
with India’s regulatory frame-
work if they wish to operate in
the country.

“The petitioner is not a com- |

pany incorporated under any of
the laws of the nation nor hasa
face in the nation. It is a faceless
company, with not even a legally
established office anywhere, in

the nation. Article 19 of the Con- |
stitution undoubtedly gives its |

protective umbrella only to citi-

zens...The petitioner being a

company, on the face of it, can-

not contend that there is viola-
tion of fundamental rights,” the
HC said, stressing that free
speech cannot be absolute; it is
regulated by the reasonable
restrictions in Article 19(2).



Chief Secy sets timeline for
curbing stubble burning

FIRs registered, fine Imposed in 3 cases reported sofar

CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 29
The government has intensi-

- fied its drive against paddy :

stubble burning ahead of the
~peak harvest season, with
Chief Secretary Anurag Ras-
togi chairing a comprehen-
sive review meeting on the
implementation of the State
Action Plan for Crop Residue
Management (CRM) today.

The Chief Secretary direct-
ed all departments to ensure
100% compliance with the
action plan and reiterated

the government’s zero-toler-

ance policy towards farm
fires. He underscored that
protecting air quality was not

only vital for Haryana but

also for the health of the
National Capital Region.

The Agriculture and Farm-
ers’ Welfare Department said
three cases had been reported
this season from Fatehabad,
Jind, and Kurukshetra. FIRs
have been registered and red
entries marked in land
records of the farmers con-
cerned. Environmental Com-
pensation charges have also
been imposed. — TNS




After floods, false smut damages
paddy crop; rlals down 25%

MomniT KHANNA
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PATIALA, SEPTEMBER 29

The initial arrival of paddy is
down by around 25 per cent

to last year. The reason: Over
12,000 hectares have been
‘hit by false smut (haldi rog),
while floods have affected
17,690 hectares across 140
villages in the district.

High moisture content has
further amplified concerns of
farmers. A dwarf virus has
also affected nearly 12,000
acres. Patiala Chief Agricul-

5. |

:

ture officer Jaswinder Singh
said dwarf virus had caused
widespread damage across
Punjab and Haryana.

Pawan Kumar Singla, chair-
man of the Patiala Arhtiyas’
Association, said, “A farmer
who brought 100 quintal paddy
last year is able to bring only
about 75 quintals this year”

Tarsem Lal, president of
the All-India Rice Millers’
Association, said the central
procurement agencies had
barred purchase of paddy
W‘lﬂl more than 17 per cent
| moisture content and had
| also issued strict norms

“Right now, arrivals are slow,
but once procurement picks
up, moisture and discoloura-
tion issues are bound to sur-

in the district as compared

face. The government should
initiate talks with the central
agencies to avoid gisrup-
tion,” added Lal.

Farm leader Balbir Singh
Rajewal said the goyern-
ment should relax norms !
and allow procurement of i
paddy with up to 21 per cent |
moisture.

Progressive farmer Pargat (|

Singh said false smut had

emerged asamajor challenge | |1 b

across Punjab and Haryana
this year.-“Globally, the dis-
ease can cause 3 to 70 per cent
yield loss depending on
weather, crop variety and
severity. It reduces grain
weight and germination” he
explained. He attributed the
outbreak to - prolonged
humidity (around 70 per
cent), temperatures ‘of 30-
35°C, waterlogging; excessive
use of nitrogen, delayed or
poor-quality pesticide appli-
cation and theﬁmgus abn]ny
to survive in weed.

“False smut is difficult to
control as  symptoms
appear late. Effective man-
agement requires integrat--
ed measures — pathogen-
free seed, resistant
varieties, balanced nitro-,
gen and timely fungi;:'ide
sprays,”’ said Pargat, who
has authored a book titled
“Beej se, beej ka safar”.

I, . T

BKU (Sldhupur] actlwsts stage a dharna in Bathinda on Monday TRIBUNE PHOTO: PAWAN SHARMA

Farmers protest outside DC office

' BATHINDA, SEPTEMBER 29
Farmers, under the banner of
the BKU (Sidhupur), staged a

protest over the issues of
" stubble burning and non-ful-

filment of their pending
-demands outside the DC
ofﬁce here on Monday.
““They said the satellites,
wh:ch cmxlaLdetect stubble-
burning within five minutes,
failed tonotice lakhs of acres

| of submerged crops, floating

—

corpses and damaged hous-
es. They alleged the corpo-

rate-friendly governments

had been framing anti-
farmer and anti-worker poli-
cies. Such actions could only
be resisted through collec-
tive struggle, they said. The
protesters were addressed
by union general secretary
Kaka Singh Kotda, district
president .Baldev Singh
Sandoha, district general

secretary Resham Singh
Yatri and others.

A meeting was held with the
Bathinda SSP on Monday,
who assured them that a meet-
ing would be arranged with
the Bathinda DC, Chief Agri-
culture Officer and other offi-
cials concerned on Tuesday at
1 pm. They said the protest
would continue until the dis-
trict administration accepted
their demands. — TNS
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Govt. of Uttarakhand

VIKSHIT BHARAT ==
'SHASHAKT U]TARAKHANU

We must make Swadeshi  our pride. Adopting It
shouldn't be limited to purchasing goods; it is every

Under the bold and visionary leadership of
i
citizen's duty to proudly promoteit. This will slrenglhe:

Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, we
are committed to the idea of inclusive

development while harnessin i f
g our nation's | jocal increase employment, and
nalumr . d . 2
|m"lensebggt:mia{lcgu::lijc'»lrgrrraulasrl]-sarllr'r\a?: 'm:?(e 10 the counlry's economic. progress. Every citizen
d should purchase Swadeshi goods during festivals.

a significant role in_the
and it is every citizen's

Modi ¥
Prime Minister

Uttarakhand a modet of progress, where every
individual can contribute meaningfully to national
prosperity and welfare.

This small step can play
country’s greater progress,
ibility to adopt it

N di

Pushkar Singh Dhaml
Chlef Minister, Uttarakhand

~ Organic products of Uttarakhand
are now the first choice of the world

|
House of Himalayas Provides global market to local produts ‘

Inspired by the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the Uttarakhand government under the leadership of Chief Minister |
* Pushkar Singh Dhami is promoting the advanced products of the hilly areas. Along with t.his,vmany initiatives have also been
started for their marketing. The launch of 'House this direction. Under this, high quality

of Himalayas' is an important step in
products of Uttarakhand have been prepared acco nd the world. These have emerged as 2

rding to the markets of the country a
ducts from the hilly region of Uttarakhand.

major brand of pro .
local

uring the Uttarakhand
Global Investors Summit
2023, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi launched the
‘umbrella brand' named "House of
Himalayas' along with other
projects. Now, p
manufactured by local groups will
be marketed under the unified
name 'House of Himalayas',

This innovative initiative aims 10
promote Uttarakhand's local
products globally. Known
previously as Himadri, Hilans, and
Gramya-Shri, these products will
now collectively shine under the
brand 'House of Himalayas',
showcasing the wonders of the
region to the world. This step is a
significant move to make
Uttarakhand's products vocal for

local and take them from
markets to the global stage.
Inspired by the vision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
Uttarakhand govemment under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami is promoting
the advanced products of the hilly
areas. Along with this, many
Initiatives have also been started for
their’ marketing. The launch of

important step in this direction.
Under this, high quality products of
Uttarakhand have been prepared
according to the markets of the
country and the world. These have |
emerged as a major brand of
products from the hilly region of ‘
Uttarakhand. b

[
|
'House of Himalayas' is an ‘
|
|

focusing on quality and packaging. .
wn is th e Superior Quality: The product line-up at the House of Himalayas are truly exceptional, known for their unmatched quallty and superior effectiveness.
This exceptional distinction set6 them apart from P cod i llable in the market. |

House of Himalayas so ;pe;la’l?

t { empnamzing on-{-tnnanced srang

f A gommit
thical Priority rience: By

10 ABSUIAn e of

© brand
/baoes ethical
Jimalayas mean ourcing and
pporting local
mmunities through 4
truly meaningful so ial
y

authentic experlences. They f
reach consumers only after j
going through high-quality
standards, Further,
certificates are also Issued
1o confirm their premium
quality

w“r P With the One D ’ Traditional Products of Devbhoomi awarded with special Gl Tag
i ot s Scheme, Uttarakhand's products are :
UTTARAKNAND G ‘mc“ng the world

UTTARAKHAND BITHCU BUTI

BHOTIYA DAAN OF UTTARAKHAND
Geographical Indication

(Gl) Crafts Products

Geographical
Indication (Gl) is a sign
used on products that

have a specific
origin and possess qualities or
a reputation that are due to that
origin. In other words, It is a
certification that Identifies a

UTTARAKHAND THULMA

Almora

Nettle. fibre is used to create a
range of products, including fabrics,
bags, and ropes. The nettle plant Is
abundant In the region, and its fibre
Is valued for Its strength and eco-

Thulma blankst are handwoven
by the Bhotiya community in
L d using sheep or yak

It Is a traditional handwoven
carpet made by the Bhotiya
ity In d

y

Handloom Products
ry

wool. These blankets are known

T)wselhnzrpels are known for their
wamth, d i warmt
Bakery Products oy urabllity, and Intricate fortheir th & durabllity. product as originating from a friendliness.
- - rticular region, where a given
“Temple mitation h s iy : ”
Cholai Product UTTARAKHAND LIKHA NAINITAL MOOMBATTI quality, reputation or other |
Fruit Processing (WOOD CARVING) (CANDLE) characteristic of the product Is UTTARAKHAND RINGAAL CRAFT
o essentially attributable to its .

. Aipan Craft
I

Wooden Craft

Mentha Ol

geographic origin.

The following craft products of

m Red Rice Uttarakhand have been awarded
Gl tag by the Office of the
7 Controller General of Patents,
Uttarakhand s known for its arlistic Designa and Xedemarks, Ringaal products are crafted from

type of local grass called ‘Ringaal
Artisans use It to create items like
mats, baskets, and ropes due 10 ts
strength and flexibllity.

Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT), Government of Indla:

Uttarakhand is famous for its
exquisite wood carvings seen in
architectural elements, furniture,
and decorative Items. Skliled

u-." Woolen Carpets
E

candles crafted in various shapes,
sizes, and colors. These candles
often reflect the region's cultural

artisans intricately carve wood 10 motifs and symbols.
create beautiful designs and motifs-
UTTARAKHAND AIPAN CHAMOLI WOODEN RAMAAN MASK UTTARAKHAND TAMTA PRODUCTS
. - " ‘

RANGWALI PICHORA OF KUMAON

o=

cal products: Prime Minister

If-reliant! i )
muodjmspundwcalm . With the
jucts, One District-One

[

|
» |
(e
Artisans in Uttarakhand craft |
various items like: utensils, /

akhand Government has taken this scheme
forward as “One:District Two Products™ U
leadship of Chief Minister ‘Pushkar Singh Dhaml.

ramme done in Mana Village near Badrinath
Dhaam Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has

the people of the ccount
L Products.

thelr
Due o this iremendous step, & big change
Inlocal econommy.

Ramaan masks are:carved from
wood and used In traditional folk
dances and cultural performances.
These masks often represent
deitles, animals, or mythological
figures.

Rangwali Pichora s a traditional craft
involving the creation of colortul
hand printed/handwoven cotton/
o silk/woollen shawis. The designs and ¢ chalk. It's usually seen on floors,
pattems showcase the rich cultu Wall, o courtyards during religious

heritage of les.

‘Aipan is a traditional folkart form
‘Involving the creation of Intricale
geomelric patiems using rice paste

decorative pleces, and religious
artifacts using copper. These ltems
are known for their ipuicate designs
and durability. 3





{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

