











ike most insects, butterflies are ASMILLIONSOFTHE gering 45 acres of these forests, in 1995-96.

not terribly good fliers. - (Monarchs are so small and numerous that
_ They often rely on wind cur- BUTTERFLIES their population is calculated by the area
&l rents tohelp them to their desti- GATHERED IN they enipy) ’
E% ren elp them to their desti- ; ey occupy.
nations. AsTising temperatures affect for- C AI IFORNIA IT WAS i By 2003-04, that area had fallen to

ests, vegelati ___andEarthsmasswewmd

2024- 25 they occupled just

. J'..h:: u-:’., e

i th‘ onl % b : bell. . stloss in Mexico has beenoneof s
tisn't the only one, but itis a good ell- the major causes of the decline,” says Les= "
wether of what is unfolding in the world of STREAM OR A SUMMER J

lie Ries, an ecologist at Georgetown Uni-
migratory insects, because few species RAIN. THEY DON'T MAKE -versity and head of the North American

have been studied so extensively, forso THAT SOUND ANY MORE Butterfly Monitoring Network.

long. The wealth of data gathered on these Herbicides for genetically modified
lepidopterans since the 1950s is crops made things worse in the early
giving researchers unique 1990s, she adds, by killing off the native
insight into how hard these milkweed that is the larval host plant for

butterflies have been hit, the monarch butterfly. “The most likely
There was a time when they culpnts unpactmg‘them now are insecti-
arrived in California in such large shea

numbers, one could hear them con-
gregate.

As millions of the winged things settled
in, after a 1,000-km journey from the
Rocky Mountains, it was said they made a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2008.
sound like that of a rippling stream or a LF : In California, a number of state parks

SUmMmer rain. serve as protected areas too.

Efforts are bemg made to stem the
loss. A 56-hectare Monarch Butterfly
onsphere Reserve was notified by
- Mexico in 1980, and declared a

They don’t make this sound any more. The dip has been simllar in the east- Across the US, organisations distribute
There simply aren’t enough of them. ern population, which flies 4,000 km  monitoring kits and citizen scientists set

The numbers that arrive in California  from the Rocky Mountains to the fir forests  up monarch waystations, complete with
now stand at 5% of what they were inthe  of central Mexico, says Emma Pelton, milkweed plants. These may help, but they
1980s, according to a 2024 report by the  senior conservation biologist at the Xerces  cannot, of course, replace the forest net-
Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conserva-  Society. works that supported this species over tens

tion in Oregon. These butterflies once covered a stag-  of thousands of years.
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Iill?mn vows to clear fields Of silt by
- Sept 24, launches T100-crore drive

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 13
The Punjab Government on
Saturday launched a cleanli-
ness drive for flood-hit areas
in the state, with Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann vowing
to make affected villages silt-
free by September 24.
Estimated to cost Rs 100
crore, the exercise has beenini-
tiated a day after the govern-
ment issued a standard operat-
ing procedure (SOP) for the
removal of silt from the fields.
The government has
allowed farmers to clear their
land and sell the silt deposited
by rivers without obtaining a
permit till December 31. They
are also not required to pay

any royalty. However, farmers

have expressed concern over
the expenditure they will have
to incur for the clearing of silt,
saying its sale would hardly
earn them Rs 2,000 per trolley
dueto its inferior quality:
Huge swathes of land have
been covered with silt in the
state as standing crops on
around 4.81 lakh acres were

essential to remove the silt to
makethe fields cultivable again.
He said’ the drive had been
launched for all 2,300 affected
villages and urban areas.
Mann said his government
had  constituted  teams,
equipped with earth-moving
machines and fractor-railers
for the purpose. He said as cat-
tle also died in the flooding,
their carcasses would be prop-
erly dispose of, for which fog-
ging would be carried out in
every village to prevent the
spread of diseases. He said
every affected village would
get Rs 11akh as initial amount
fo startthe drive, Mann said by
October 15, repairwork at pub-
lic places would be completed
while the cleaning of ponds

{5 OIZCR { ChiefMinister BhagwantMann
o | presented figures of the State Disaster
SDRFFUNDRECEIVED ” Response Fund (SDRF) receivedfrom | spent 33,820 crore out of it during
i the Centre from 2020-11 t0 2025-26.

SINCE 2010

“Punjab received 35,012 crore
fromthe Centre while the state

these 15 years,” he said.

would be over till October 22.
The Chief Minister added
that the state government
would set up medical camps in
all 2,303 flood-affected villages.
“In 596 villages, where Aam
Aadmi Clinics already exist,
medical camps, facilities and
medicines will be available,” he
said, adding that the govern-

| i . A - - ;s
No factionalism
in AAP, says CM'
caanpiGars: CM Bhagwant
Mann said there was no fac-
| tionalism in AAP, Reacting to
rumours about the change of
‘guard in Punjab, Mann said
| when he was hospitalised,

Farmerssansownershiprightswill
alsobe compensated: Minister

OUR CORRESPONDENT

FAZILKA, SEPTEMBER 13
Social Justice Minister Baljit
Kaur today said farmers till-

ment had arranged 550 ambu- | YouTubers suggested names | ing the provincial govern-
lances for the special campaign. | of four leaders who could | ment land for decades sans
‘ ownership rights shall alsobe

Mann said lakhs of animals |
had been impacted in 713 vil- |
lages.  “Neterinary doctors
have been deployed and a
special campaignis being run
for the cléaning and disinfec-

tion of animals,” he added.

replace him.

“People should be beware of
‘these persons and remember
that AAP national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal had said in
the Darbar Sahib that I will be

| the CM,” he said. — TNS

given compensation.

The standing crop on thou-
sands of'acres have suffered
extensive damaged due to the
flooding in Fazilka district.

She said the process has

been initiated by the district
administration to assess loss
of crops, houses and cattle
heads. She met several flood-
hit farmers in. Ram Singh
Bhaini village and reiterated
the resolve to provide com-
pensation as early as possible.
The minister said Healtn
Department officials had been
cautioned against spreading of
vectorborne diseases  and
they were taking necessary
action in this regard.

|




Kataria urges Punjab, Haryana to
find solution to Ghaggar problem

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

PATIALA, SEPTEMBER 13
Punjab Governor Gulab
Chand Kataria on Saturday
urged the state and neigh-
bouring Haryana to work
together to chalk out a strate-
gy to “solve long-pending
issue” related to the Ghaggar.

Kataria said this during a
visit to flood-affected villages
on the Punjab-Haryana bor-
der in Patiala.

Former Patiala MP and
BJP leader Preneet Kaur,
along with farmers from

flood-affected villagers, sub-

mitted a memorandum to
Kataria, highlighting the
grave situation caused by
the obstruction of the Ghag:
gar’s natural flow due to the
Hansi-Butana Canal.

The memorandum stated
that villages such as Sassi
Brahmanan, Sassi Gujjran,
Dharamhedi, Hashampur,
Bhagwanpur and Sassa in
Patiala . district had suf-
fered large-scale devasta-
tion. “Thousands of acres
of fertile farmland has
been submerged, forcing
farmers and residents to

face immense hardships.
The flooding has been pri-
marily attributed to heavy
silt deposition in the
siphons and embankments
of the canal, which has
blocked the natural dis:
charge of water,” it said.
Highlighting the long-
standing legal dispute over
the Ghaggar between Punjab
and Haryana, the Governor
called on both states to reach
a mutual agreement and
inform the Supreme Court so
that the 35-year-old  issue
could be settled and a lasting
solution to the problem

“achieved.

He alsoreferred to the need
for widening the river stretch
from Makraud Sahib to
Karail as well as the Hansi-
Butana Canal and its siphons
to improve water flow.

The Governor also held a
meeting with the district
administration, Army and
drainage officials, discussing
relief ~ and rehabilitation

measures.

He stressed the need to
strengthen the embank-
ments along the Ghaggar.
“There is a need to have a

.

detailed roadmap in place to
solve this problem of
floods,” said the Governor
before he inspected the
water flow in the river at
Sarala Headworks,

Kataria said Punjab had
suffered unprecedented loss-
es in these floods, even more
severe than those of 1988, He
said a special girdawari had
been launched to asgess crop
and property losses and laud-
ed the coordination among
the administration, police,
Army and local residents in
tackling the crisis.

Responding to a query,
Kataria said the Prime Min-
ister had sanctioned Rs
1,600 crore as immediate

'assistance for Punjab and

promised that the Centre
would extend further sup-
port once damage assess-
ments were finalised. He
emphasised the impor-
tance of real-time data on
dam water levels and tech-
nical measures to minimise
flood damage, while clarify-
ing that though siltation
may have reduced dam
capacity, “there is no threat
to their safety”.

Governor Gulab.Chand Kataria interacts witH'viIIagers in Séﬁgr’ll'ur‘on Saturday.




Now; farmers grapple with grain discolouration

ManAvMANDER

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

LUDHIANA, SEPTEMBER 13

After battling incessant raing
and flooding for weeks, farm-
€Ts are now grappling with a
new crisis — blackened pad-
dy grain and a surge in brown
plant hopper infestation.

The twin threats . have
emerged just as the paddy
Crop nears maturity, raising
fears of widespread yield loss
and financial hardship.

Experts from Punjab Agri-
cultural University (PAU)
confirmed that the damage
stems from an unfortunate
overlap of heavy rains with
the flowering period of
paddy crop and attack of
brown plant hopper has
been observed at a few
places in the state.

Dr Satbir Singh Gosal, Vice-
Chancellor of the PAU, said,
“Continuous rains have led to
higher moisture content. Fur-
ther, sudden spike in tempera-
ture has created ideal condi-
tions for fungal growth. The
grain is turning black and split-

addition, brown plant hopper

population has exploded. The

farmers must act swiftly”
Field reports from the

|
|

FUNGAL GROWTH

%% Continuous raing have
led to higher moistyre,
j Further, sudden Spike in
| temperature has Created
ideal conditions for fyngs|
| growth. The grainis turning
& | blackand splitting, which
# will severely impact both
8 quality and quantity, |n

| addition, brown plant
hopper population has
exploded. The farmers
| must act swiftly.

Field reports from KVKs indicate widespread discolouration.

Krishi Vigyan Kendras
(KVKs) indicate widespread
grain discolouration.
Agronomist Buta Singh
from the PAU said, “This
year, the flowering period
coincided with rains, creat-
ing havoc. It has led to
blackened paddy grain.”
Farmer Gurpreet Singh
from Sahabana village said,

“The grain has turned -
black. This will definitely
affect yield and market val~
ue, This has come as+a dou--

ble blow to farmers.” Adding
to distress, the PAU’s latest
survey has revealed a sharp

rise in brown plant hopper
population in the state. These
pests, which thrive in hot and
humid conditions, suck sap
from rice plants, causing
them to yellow, wilt and even-
tually die — a phenomenon
known as “hopper burn’.
The PAU has issued adviso-

Iy urging farmers to monitor

their fields by gently shaking
plants and check for. floating

hoppers. If infestation

exceeds five hoppers per

-plant, farmers have been

advised to use the PAU-rec-
ommended insecticides and
focus application at the plant

base for maximum effective-

ness. The compounded
impact of fungal damage and -
pest infestation threatens to
devastate yield in Punjab’s
key paddy producing-bels.
With grain quality deteriorat-

' ing and pest pressure mount-

ing, farmers face potential
financial ruin during this crit-
ical harvest window; said
farmer Harvinder Singh
from Samrala.

Dr Gosal said, “Timely
intervention and adherence
to expert guidance are crucial
to salvaging what remains of
this season’s crop.”
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Vehicles, crops damaged in Bilaspur cloudburst

Houses vacated following subsudenoe at Hamirpurwllage affected people await relief

Divesn KANwAR I Two killed in
HAMIRPUR, SEPTEMBER 13 Shimla mlshap
Several vehicles were dam-

aged due to a landslide trig-

gered by a cloudburst at
Gutrahan  village near
Namhol in the Naina Devi
Assembly constituency of
Bilaspur district in the wee
hours of today. The cloud-
burst led to flashfloods in a
nullah that swept a huge
amount debris to the road,
leading to a traffic jam and
damaging vehicles parked
on the roadside. At least two
vehicles were buried under
debris and vast agricultural
land and crops were dam-
aged due to the cloudburst.
However, no casualty was
reported in the incident.
Gushing floodwaters carry-
mng debns scattered all over
mur Singh, a villager whose
kand and crops were damaged.
The district disaster man-
agement authority sprang
inlo action to restore the
regd. Local villager Hoshiar
Singh saud that floodwaters
carTymg huge amounts of
detins swept away agricul-
=l Lind and  muck
extered somme houses, 1o,
Depty G

Vehicles stuck in |

debris, He added that crop
damage was being assessed
and relief would be provided
to the affected people after
the report was submitted.

Officials reached the spot
and took stock of the situa-
tion. The Public Works
Department begun remov-
ing debris to restore traffic
at the earliest.

Meanwhile, at least five
houses were damaged and
lwo of lhese were vacated

Ralie Foomar said that four
seticies were buned under

of sub-
nlﬂenr:e at Samtana Khurd
\111339 in Harmrpurdmtnﬂ

this  morning. Villagers
Amro Devi, Chintaram and
Roshan Lal said that their
land had sank in 2023, too.
A team of experts had col-
lected soil samples to deter-
mine the cause of subsidence
but the report was yet to be
leased. Chintram said that

village in Bilaspur on Saturday

vide immediate assistance
to the affected families. He
added that the local Patwan

had submitted a report on |

the damage caused.

The willagers said that
they vacated their houses
hut got nmhmg from the

due to heavy rainfall, their
houses had developed cracks
as the adjacent land was con-
tinuously sinking.

Rajendra Gautam, SDM,
Barsar said that the village
had been inspected and the
administration would pro-

as relief
They said that the contin-

ued rainfall was posing is a |

serious risk of more dam-
age to their houses. All
aﬂec\ed families  are

SHIMLA, SEPTEMBER 13
Two persons were killed
afer a Bolero Camper (HP
08A 2578) they were travel-
ling in plunged into a deep
gorge in Nerwa tehsil of
Shimla district on Friday
night. The deceased have
been identified as Prajwal
Tangraik (28) and Mangj
Banaik (27), both residents
of Diyalari village in Nerwa.
According to reports, the
accdent ook place after
the driver lost control over
the wheel when they were
on their way to Diyalari vil-
lage from Nerwa As a
result, the vehicle plunged
mnto 3 deep gorge, killing
both of them on the spol.
Local residents informed
the police about the inci-
dent, which recovered the
bodies with the assistance of
locals. The body were hand-
ed over Lo the bereaved fam-
ilies after a postmoriem at
the Crvil Hospital, Nerwa.
I:SPGJq;nL Sushant Shar-

on agri
ands;lwmmahoutss
kanals for their livelihood.
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Bring ground-mounted solar projects

under rural infra fund: CM to NABARD

SHIMLA, SEPTEMBER 13
Singh Sukhu today urged
National Bank for Agricul-
ture and Rural Development
(NABARD)  to consider
ground-mounted solar proj-
ects for funding under the
Rural Infrastructure Devel-
opment Fund (RIDF). He said
that suchplqwctswuuld help

government's
vision of ‘Green Himachal',
The Chief Minister asked
NABARD Deputy Managing
Director GS Rawat, who
called on him at his official
residence, to include electric
buses for the RIDF support.
He highlighted the unique
challenges of hill states and
called for separate norms for
them when annual state-
wise allocations were decid-
ed. He suggested to Rawat
that parameters such as for-
est cover, greening initia-
tives and ecological contri-
butions should be
He also asked the
NABARD delegation led by
Rn-al to assist the State
Planning Department in

developing robust and seam-
less supply and value chains
in the Fisheries and Animal
Husbandry Department

Reserve Bank of Indla Governor Sanjay Malhotra calls on Chisf
Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu in Shimla on Saturday,

from the farm gate to the
consumer to enhance farm-
ers' income, He emphasised
the need for refnrmm.g long-

tahlichad

ment to Primary Agricul
ture Cooperative Societies
instead of creating new
societies mderped.iml.hr

by
delegahnsmlernenhhty
to state governments to
make project-specific
changes during the execu-
tion phase of NABARD-
approved programmes,
NABARD officials high-
lighted challenges being
faced by cooperative soci-
eties due fo Section 118,
which limits their function-
ing. They also suggested to
the Chief Minister to assign
the task of milk procure-

isation of the
cooperauve societies.
Sukhu  assured the
NABARD delegation that its
suggestions would be duly
examined and, if found prac-
tical, would be integrated mto
the state’s development
strategy. The NABARD off-
cials, in tumn, assured the
Chief Minister that his sug-
Bestions would be talen upat
the highest level and effors
would be made to incorporas:

them into future guideline.



I

FORT WAYNE, SEPTEMBER 13
When Ukrainian immigrant
Alex Babich stands in his Indi-

tolook 35 ft into the sky, heisn't
just staring atasunflower Heis
looking at his roots — and his
future legacy. The flower, nick-
named “Clover” and’ con-
firmed on Wednesday by Guin-
ness World Records as the
tallest sunflower ever meas-
ured, stretches as highasatele-
phone pole.

Achieving the feat holds
special significance for the 47-

year-old Babich since sun-

World's ta]]_est sunﬂower bloo

flowers are the national flower
of Ukraine, Born and raised in
Ukraine, he immigrated to
the US at age 14 in 1991 after
the Chernobyl nuclear disas-
ter. Seven years ago, he start:
ed growing sunflowers as a
symbol of his love for his
home country.

Babich's first sunflower was
13 feet tall, then 15, then 18.
Quickly, he began asking
himself, “How far can we take
this?" Babich said the record-
breaking flower was the result
of “trial and error over years."
“It's one of my kids,” he said.

“You're out there every da
taking care of it,” Babich's m):
year-old son also had an
Important contribution that
earned the towering flowerits
name, He would climb onto
the scaffolding and place four-
leaf clovers on the sunflower’s
leaves, for good luck.

“I'm going to die someday,
but the stories of this flower
will live on,” he said. "My kids
will be telling this story to the
grandkids.” When measuring
day came on September 3,
Babich was nervous. About 85
people had gathered to watch,

including several master gar-
deners from a local university
and representatives from the
Allen County Department of
Weights and Measures, Babich
was on a WhatsApp call with a

representative from Guinness.

World Records.

A camera crew was filming,
and a drone flew overhead.
Even Icy D. Eagle, the mascot
of the Fort Wayne Komets
minor league ice hockey
team, was there, according to
Guinness. They used a 40-foot

cherry picker to measure the -

flower. Clover was 35 feet and-

inIndiana backyard as tributeto Ukzaine

9 inches, 5 feet taller than the
previous world record holder
in Germany. “It's very emo-
tional," Babich said.

"It's as good as it gets for
someone who grows giants,”
Growing up amid food short-
ages in Ukraine sparked
Babich's love for gardening.
His affection for. sunflowers
deepened after Russia's 2022
invasion of Ukraine.

“We just pray that the war will
end, that the killing will stop,"
Babich said. “We just hope this
inspires some peopleintheright
places. It's been long enough.”

The sunflower has long been a
national symbol representing
peace in Ukraine, and since
2022, it has become a symbol of
solidarity with the embattled
country. Inoneviral video clipin
the wars early days, a |
Ukrainian woman confronted a
Russian soldier; ultimately offer-
ing to "put sunflower seeds in
your pocket so they grow when
youdie” In 1996, ministers from
planted sunflowers at the
Pervomaysk missile base to
mark the country's nuclear
weapon disarmament. — AP
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