










MSMEs face temporary credit blockage post-GST cuts Vaeshnavi Kasthuril & 
Nehal Chaliawala 
kvaeshnavi@livemint.com 

BENGALURU/MUMBAI: The 
recent cut in goods and services 
tax (GST) rates on several con 
sumer items is expected to 
block the working capital for 
stockists, distributors and 
retailers holding inventory for a 
short period, experts said. 

This is because such firms 
would have paid GST to their 
Suppliers at a higher rate under 
the older regime. However, 
when they sell their inventory to 
customers, they would receive 
tax at the newer, lower rate. So 
their tax liability would be less 
than the input credit they 
receive, blocking working capi 
tal as credit on their GST ledger. 

The impact will be acute for 
micro, small and medium enter 

GST 

prises (MSMEs) engaged in the 
distribution of consumer goods 
as they, along with retailers, 
typically operate on slim profit 
márgins of 3-5%. The blocked 
capital could take from weeks to 

"Inventory bought at higher 
GST and sold at concessional 
rates locks up credits that can 
not be recovered," said Kulraj 

The blocked capital could take up to a year to offset for a firm Ashpnani, partner at tax con 
depending on the size ofits inventory and margins. 
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upwards of a year to offset fora 
firm depending on the size of its 
inventory and margins, experts 
pointed out. 

their businesses, and these can 
be set off against future liabili 
ties. 

Companies get credits for 
taxes paid on inputs that go into 

The' accumulation of excess 
input tax Credit was an issue in 
the past, too, whenever the tax 
rate on any itemn was rational 
ized. However, considering 
rates have been sashed simul 
taneously for items across the 
board, this makes it a much big 
ger challenge, they said. 

sultancy firm Dhruva Advisors. 
"GST rationalisation is a wel 
come move, but unless refunds 
are allowed, dealers end up with 
stranded credits on stock 
bought at higher rates. The gov 
ernment must step in with a 
refund mechanism to ensure 

fairness." 
Consider this simplified 

example. A retailer selling 
household items like hair oil, 
shampoo, soap and toothpaste 
will have paid 18% GST when 
stocking up its inventory. 

Now, when they clear this 
inventory after 22 September, 
when the new tax rates comes 
into effect, customers will be 
paying only 5% GST on these 
products. 

If such a retailer has an 
inventory of 10 lakh, they 
would receive roughly 1.53 
lakh as input tax credit on this. 
However, assuming a 5% mar 
gin, their GST liability would be 
only 52,500 as against 1.89 
lakh under the older rates. This 
translates to about 1.05 lakh 
being stuck as unutilized input 
tax credit, which could take 
months to offset. 
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No desiltingever at Bhakra, capacity down 19% 
LALIT MOHAN 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

ROPAR, SEPTEMBER5 

As Punjab battles one of its 
worst floods in decades, it has 
come to light that the holding 
capacity of the Bhakra Dam, 
built upstream on the Sutlej, 
has reduced by about 19 per 
cent since its inception in 
1963. The primary reason, 
officials say, is that the dam's 
reservoir has never been 

desilted all these years. 
The revelation comes amid 

criticism of the Bhakra Beas 
Management Board (BBMB) 

for �failing to hold back 
water" in the Bhakra and 

Pong dams when heavy rain 

AWAITING HIMACHAL NOD FOR ACTION: BBMB 

BBMB says it's awaiting for more than a year HP Govts approval for desiting 

33.61 
MILLION 

cubic metres of sit 
was expected in 

dam annually 

39.01 
MILLION 
cubic metres 

the actual 
inflow of silt 

Wreaked havoc across Punjab 

recently. The release of addi 
tional water from the two 
dams, which have the làrgest 
reservoirs in the North, is 

Today's issue is of22 pages, r inciuding four page Delhi Tribune. 

74LAKH 6LAKH 
BILLION BILLION 

cubic metres was cubic meres the 
reservoir's original Current storage 
storage capacity capaciy, down19% 

being blamed for compound 
ing the situation in the state. 

The Bhakra reservoir, 
known as Gobind Sagar Lake, 

CONTINUED ON PAGE7 



No desilting ever at.. 
is one of the largest man 
made lakes in the country. 

Spread over 88 sq km across 

Bilaspur and Una districts of 
Himachal Pradesh, the lake's 

original storage capacity was 

7.4 lakh billion cubic metres, 
which has reduced to around 

6lakh billion cubic metres. 

The reservoir was originally 
expected to receive 33.61 mil-
lion cubic metres of silt annu-
ally, but the actual inflow has 

been 39.01 millien cubic 
metres. The reservoir's stor-

age ranges between the min-

uimun of 1,462 feet and the 

maximum 1,680 feet. Sources 

said in recent decades, the 

water level has never fallen 
below 1,540 feet. 

ways in Himachal. BBMB 
authorities said the inflow 
was likely to increase in the 
Coming years. About two 
years ago, the BBMB had 
proposed desilting of the 
reservoir near Bilaspur town 
and had even sent a proposal 
to the Himachal government, 
offering to pay it a royalty for 
the extracted material. 

The sources said the inflow 
decreased between 2015 and 

2017, but rose again from 
2018 onwards when construc 
tion began on four-lane high-

Bhakra Dam Chief Engi 
neer CP Singh said the BBMB 
had completed the formalities 

for the desilting and was 
ready to float tenders. How 

ever, as the reservoir falls 

within Himachal's jurisdic 
tion, the state's approval is a 

must. We have had meetings 
with the Himachal Industries 
Department, which which looks 

after mining. but their According to BBMB officials, 

the rise in construction activity 
and natural erosion in the Sutápproval is awaited for 

lej catchment areas in than ayear" he said. 

Himachal have contributed to 

the silt problem. Sources in the 
BBMB said the silt inflow par 

ticularly rose between 2003 and 
2015 when the Kol Dam was 

being constructed upstream on 
the Sutlej in Bilaspur: 

more 

The Chief Engineer also said 
the BBMB had submitted a 
proposal to the Union Ministry 

of Water Resources recom 
mending that dam silt should 
bemandatorilyusedinthe con 
struction of roads by the 
National Highways Authority 
of India. Studies by ITRoor 
kee have confrmed that dam 
silt is an excellent construction 

material" he said. 
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i315 crore overhaul 

for irrigation system 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 5 
The Haryana Government has 
taken a signifcant step to 
strengthen irigation system. 
In a meeting of the Irigation 
and Water Resources Depart 
ment held under the chair 
manship of Chief Minister 
Nayab Singh Saini, the gov 
ernment has approved com 
prehensive remodeling (recon-
struction and improvement) 

ed at a cOst of Rs 315 crore. 

be strengthened using mod 
ern technology to ensure a 
timely and adequate supply 

of irrigation water to farmers. 
As part of this project, 30 

canals would be rehabilitated 
and 24 water channels would 
be remodelled. He said this 
initiative would reduce farm 
ers' dependence on under 
ground water. 

work plan for minors across..Services..Circle,Bhiwani, 
théstate Under this, 54rerone projtt 
entprojects will beimplemento 

The CM said depth, width 
and structure of canals would 

It was informed that 41 

projects would be taken up 
under the Yamuna: Water 

ha Water Services Crale, 
Karnal, , and two projects 
under the Yamuna Water 

Services Circle, Rohtak. 
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Water level begins to decline 
in Tangri Ghaggar, Markanda 
Famers stare at losses|Markanda a concem in K'shetra 

NITISH SHARMA 
TRIRUNE NEWS SERVVCF 

AMBALA, SEPTEMBER 5 
After witnessing a heavy flow, the water level in the 
Tangri, Markanda and 
Ghaggar rivers have started 
showing a declining trend. 
However, the farmers, 
through whose agricultural 
fields the water is flowing, 
are staring at heavy losses. 

As per the report, a dis 
charge of 9,680 cusecs was 
recorded in the Tangri and 
12,480 cusecs and 27,123 
cusecs in the Ghaggar and Markanda, respectively, in 
Ambala on Friday evening. The breach in the Tangri 
at Shahpur village was 
plugged on Friday evening. 

The Tribune 
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Gurmeet Singh Majri, 
district president of the 
Bhartiya Kisan Union 
(Shaheed Bhagat Singh), 
said, �The breach in the 
Tangri has been plugged, 
but hundreds of acres of 
crops at Shahpur, Majri, 
Bara, Tharwa and other 
adjoining villages have 
been badly affected by the 
water. The government 
should get the girdawari 
done and announce ade 
quate compensation." 

Deputy Commissioner 
Ajay Singh Tomner said, 
"The three rivers witnessed 
a heavy flow. The major 
issue was with the Tangri in 
Ambala. The water level in 

EKSHATPURTI PORTAL OPENED FOR AMBALA 
As per the district administration, the e-kshatipurti portal has been opened for Ambala, and the farmers can register their claims for crop losses. 

WILDLIFE TEAM RESCUES CROCODILE 
A crocodile was rescued bythe wildlife department late on Thurs day night after it was spotted by some people near a rest house of the irigation department. Wildiife inspector Devender Kumar, who rescued the crocodile with his team, said it was shifted to the crocodile breeding centre at Bhor Saidan. 

the rivers has started 
decreasing and the situa 
tion is under control. The 
wáter from Punjab has also 
started entering the agricul 
tural fields of several vil 
lages in Ambala due to the 
natural slope. The situation 
is being monitored." 

"There are reports of dam 
age to crops, animals and 
houses,"" he added. 

Meanwhile, in Kuruk 
shetra, the heavy flow of 
water in the Markanda at 
Jhansa and Jalbhera heads 
and breaches at Naisi vil 
lage continued to be a mat 
ter of concern. The water 
was flowing above the 'high 
flood level' here. 

BKU (Pehowa) spokesman 
Prince Waraich said, "The 
Markanda continues to cre 
ate trouble for the farmers 
in Kurukshetra. Though 
the water level has started 

decreasing, the agricultural 
fields are already sub 
merged. There is crop in 
nearly 6,500 acres at 

Bibipur Lake, of which 
nearly 600 acres have been 
damaged by the overflow 
ing Markanda." 

Pehowa SDM Abhinay 
Siwach said, "An alert has 
been sounded for the vil 
lages along the Bibipur Lake 
and residents are being 
advised to stay alert and 
shift to safer places. There is 
waterlogging in agricultural 
fields, and the water hasn't 
entered residential areas. A 
close watch is being kept on 
the situation." 

Kurukshetra Vishram 
DC Kumar Meena 
informed that to protect 
the villages of Shahabad 
and Pehowa subdivisions 
from the Markanda, a proj 
ect would be submitted to 
the government. 

Meanwhile, a young boy, 
identified as Arun Kumar, a 
resident of Chanalheri, 
drowned in the Markanda 
at Bibipr Lake. His body 
was recovered and sent for a 
postmortem examination. 



Ghaggar 
PARVEEN ARORA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

KAITHAL, SEPTEMBER5 

The Ghaggar crossed its dan 
ger mark of 23ft early Friday 

Crosses dangermark in Kaithal 1200acres submerged in Sirsa 

Bing andana 
I touched 234 f near 

T village in Kaithal district, with 
a discharge of over 49,000 
cusecs. The surge sparked 
panic among residents and 
farmers but the authorities 
maintained the situation was 
under control. 

evening. 

Standing paddy crops on 
hundreds of acres across sev 
eral villages have been sub 
merged. Farmers fear that if 
water continues to rise in the 
Ghaggar, more villages would 
bethreatened."Everything we 

cultivated this season is under 
water. We do not know how we 
will recover. The government 
must compensate us" said 
Rajpal, a farmer: 

Farmers have been trying to 
drain their fields. Roads from 
Rattakheda Kadam to Mohan 
pur anda few others are sub 
merged but water has not yet 
entered residential areas. 

Guhla SDM Parmesh 
Singh visited flood-affected 
villages including Bhagal, 
Bhunsla, Rattakheda 
Kadam, Sihali, Paprala, 
Mohanpur, Maingra, Baupur, 
Kamhedi, Khambehra, Saro-
la, Rattakheda Lukman and 
Bubakpur. He assured vil-

Crop submerged in Dandota village of Kaithal district. 

lagers that while water had 
crossed the danger mark, the 
situation was "normal and 
under control." He said soil 
filled sacks were being used 
to strengthen weak points 
and JCBs and heavy machin 
ery remained on standby. 

The Block Development and 
Panchayát Officer is in con 
stant touch with sarpanches. 
Night patrols are being con 

�ucted and villagers are being 
advised to stay away from the 
river. Singh also promised 
uninterrupted power, drink 
ing water and medical facili 
ties. The Health Department 
has deployed two mobile vans 
and OPD services in flood-hit 

areas, while veterinary teams 
are guiding farmers on cattle 
care. Awareness camps are 
being organised to prevent 

ANIL KAKKAR livestock loss, said the SDM. 
Schools and anganwadi cen 

tres remained closed on Fri 
day. Deputy Commissioner Sirsa districtis facing a serious 
Preeti said the ad1ministration flood threat as the water level 
iscloselynontoriigthesituair Ghaggar river has crossed 
ion an t°ged atzens toene damar merkatgA 

avoid "unnecessarytravel, o "On Friday morning, the riv 
keep cattle indoors, and stay 
away from flood-prone areas. 

Keeping in view the increas 
ing water level in the Ghaggar 
Kaithal Deputy Commissioner 
Preeti ordered all schools and 
anganwari centres in Guhla 
subdivision would remain 
closed on September 6. 

Situation in Karnal dist 
Karnal: Around 7,500 acres of 
agriculture land across 21 vil 
lages in Karnal district have 
been .submerged, causing 
widespread concern among 
farmers. Farmers fear that 
their paddy and sugarcane 
crops may suffer extensive 
damage, with soil erosion 
reported in many fields. On 
Friday, water entered Kunjpu 
ra village felds, worsening 
farmers' distress. There has 
been slight relief as water has 
begun receding in the Yamu 
na and some affected fields. 
While the government is yet to 
release an official survey, the 
Revenue Department's initial 
assessment confirms nearly 
7,500 acres of farmland 
remain under water. 

SIRSA, SEPTEMBER S 

er's main stream breached 
embankments between Jho 
rarnali and Kelania villages, 
flooding nearly 1,200 acres of 
farmland. Crops and irigation 
motors were submerged, caus 
ing significant financial loss to 
farmers. While the main dam 

Fortunately, as the area is not remains safe and no major 

damage has been reported in'densely populated, no major 
loss of life or property was residential areas, the rising 

water has alarmed villagers reported. However, the situa 
and farmers alike. tion remains tense. 

The district administra 
tion has launched response 
efforts with local residents 
joining in in flood-protection 
activities. As of Friday morn 
ing, the water level at Sar 
dulgarh Point was 43,420 
cusecs, rising to 43,940 
cusecs by the evening. 

At the Ottu Weir, 21,700 
cusecs of water was recorded. 

All gates were opened to 
release water towards 

Rajasthan, where the situation 
is also worsening. 

Farmers have been hit 
hard. The flooded fields 
between Jhoranali and Kela 
nia have ruined standing 
crops and damaged motors. 

Water enters fields in Kelnia village of Sirsa after a breach in 
the Ghaggar embankment. TRIBUNE PHOTO 

Water from the Ghaggar has 
now reached the main dam 
between Jhoranali and Kela 
nia, cutting offroad connectiv-
ity to several villages. Roads 
connecting these areas to Sr 
sa have been submerged, iso-
lating villages like Dhotar, 
Dhani Limba and Kharian. 

Residents now have to take 
longer routes via Panjuana or 
Rania to reach Sirsa. This has 
especially affected daily com 
muters from Jhoranali who 
travel to Sirsa for work and 
essential needs. 

Sirsa Deputy Commissioner 
Shantanu Sharma and the 
SDM visited the breach sites 
and instructed officials to take 
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swift action. The administra 
tion has urged people not to 
believe rumours ciculating t 
on social media. Meanwhile. 
local farmers are working with 
soil bags and other materials 
to reinforce embankments. 

The administration 

deployed 24 monitoring teams 
along the riverbanks. Boats, 
pumps and other flood-control 

equipment have been posi 
tioned in sensitive areas. 

Villagers in nearby areas 
such as Ranga, Lahangewala, 
Farwai Kalan, Musahibwala, s 
and Gudiakhera are also wor 
ried. They report that several 
embanknments have weak 
ened due to continuous rain 
and rising water levels, caus 
ing seepage into their fields. 1 
Locals are demanding imme 
diate repairs to prevent a 
major flood. 



- State counts losses: 
3.47Lacres of paddy, 
Over 3.5lakh livestock 

RUCHIKA M KHANNA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICB 

CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 5 

As Punjab begins to pick up 
the pieces and start rehabilita 
tion work, the authorities have 
started assessing the scale of 
devastation caused by the 
floods that have ravaged the 
state over the past fortnight. 

Lakhs of acres of standing 
crops, including paddy, cot-
ton, maize and sugarcane, 
have been submerged under 
water that rushed down from 
the Ravi, Béas and Sutlej 
rivers. An estimated 3.6 lakh 
livestock, mainly cattle, along 
with approximately 18,000 
poultry birds are believed to 
have perished in the floods. 

Oficials indicate that hun 
dreds of animals may also have 

been swept away, possibly 
toward Pakistan, in the raging 
waters ofthe Ravi and Sutlej.sh 

According to available data, 
paddy crop on 3,47,601 acres 
have been impacted, primariy 
in Gurdaspur, Amritsar, Fazil 
ka, Kapurthala andTarn Taran 

districts. Cotton crops in 
Mansa, Fazilka and Muktsar 
have also been severely dam 
aged."These are initial assess 
ments by officials. The full 
extent of the damage will be 
known only after a special gir 
dawari (field inspection) is con 
ducted," said a senior official in 
the Agriculture Department. 

With no time left for re-sow 
paddy, farmers whose fields 
remain inundated will have no 
harvest this Kharif season. As a 
result, the Punjab Government 
is urging the Centre to revise 
Compensation norms to allow 
payments ofRs 50,000 per acre. 
Under current rules, only Rs 
6,800 per acre can be provided 

for crop damage due to natural 
calamities. The state govern 
mentadds another Rs8,200 per 
acre from its own funds, bring. 
ing the total to Rs 15,000 per 
acre. Since the state has over 
Rs 10,000 crore in the State Dis 
aster Response Fund, it has 
sought central permission to 
disburse additional compensa 
fion to farmers. 



OPINION -
Water will finda way, in India & Pak 

The Indus treaty held because it had rules about treating the waters of Punjab's rivers 

THE GREAT GAME 
JYOTI MALHOTRA 

ATER, 
everywhere, 
said the poet, a 

water 

line that is real 
ly a drumbeat 

in your brain as you look around 
the Mand area in Sultanpur Lod 
hi, where the Beas has burst its 
banks and flooded the paddy 
crop a story The Tribune is 

also following, on the loss and 
devastation of one half of its two 
crop agricultural cycle. 

Watching Punjab's rivers rise 
these past few weeks has been a 
lesson in both History and Geog 
raphy. We know that the conflu 
ence of two Persian words, Panj 
and Aab, gave rise to the port 
manteau word Panjab', mean 
ing the land of the five waters": 
it is attributed to Ibn Battuta, the 
traveller from Tangiers who is 
believed to have roamed this 
region in the 14th century. 

But here's the irony: Prior to 
Battuta, Punjab was known as 
Panchnad, a Sanskrit word that 
means the "land of the five 
rivers"a word that dates from 

the time of the Mahabharata, 
and which, even today, is the 
name of the river in Pakistan 

into which all five rivers of undi 
vided Punjab the Jhelum, 
Chenab, Sutlej, Beas and Ravi 

fall, before the one mighty 
portmanteau river pours itself 
into the Arabian Sea. 
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AFLOAT: As far as the eye can see, water and land have merged with the horizon. It's as if Geography 
is taking its revenge on History. TRIBUNE PHOTO 

wars and one limited conflict, 
because it had rules about treat 
ing the waters of Punjab's rivers. 

On the eve of Operation Sin 
door India shut down the sluice 
gates of the Baglihar dam on the 
Chenab in Jammu and 
announced that not a "'single 
drop of water" would be allowed 
to flow into Pakistan in retalia 
tion for Pahalgam. For the first 
time in decades, Jammu folks 
flocked to walk the dry Chenab 
bed and post Instagram pictures. 
Pakistani authorities reacted 
nervously, fearing the worst for 
their crops and human habitat.oe 

Three months later, it is Geog. 
raphy's turn to turn the tide on 
geopolitics. As Himachal 

Pradesh and Punjab experience 
their strongest monsoon in 
decades, the reservoirs in the 
Bhakra, Ranjit Sagar and Pong Ajnala. Kapurthala. Sultanpur 
damsthat give life-sustaining Lodhi. Ferozepur: Kartarpur 
water to all ofnorth India all year Sahib. The rollcall of Punjab's 
roundhave filled to capacity, towns that seem to be floating 
forcing officials to release water these days is giving rise to sever 
into Punjab's three eastern al memes among them, 
rivers in order to keep the struc- "bheegta Punjab;" a take-off on 
ture of the dam safe, But that'sudta Punjab." Flooding is so 

which has contributed to flood 
ing on both sides of the border? 

Meanwhile, common sense is 
replacing fury, India may have 
suspended the IWI but it has 
been sending water data to Pak 
istan via its high commission in 
Islamabad. That's because India 
understands its responsibility as 

The big story is that an upper riparian stateimagine 
what would happen if China, the the Bhakra dam has upper riparian in the case of the 

never been desilted Brahmaputra, which begins as the 
h Yarlung Tsangpoin Tibet, refused Snceitwas built to send water data to lower ripari 

in 1963.sc) an India? Shudder at the thought.T Let's ask the forbidden ques 
In any case, so much water tion : If these dams had been 

flows down the Chenab and the desilted over the years, would 
Jhelum in Jammu & Kashmir, they have been capable of carry 
especially during the monsoon, ing much more water, especially 
as much as 136.2 million acre at a time of extraordinary rain as 
feet (MAF) annually, that the has occurred this monsoon? 
rün-of-the-river Baglihar and Meaning, would Punjab's 
Kishanganga danms have no extraordinarily resilient villagers 
option but to allow the water to have remained home and dry? 
flow into Pakistan. That is why Perhaps it's time to put people 
suspending or holding the IWT front and centre, to treat Nature 
in abeyance doesn't mean much tenderly with kid gloves, to sep 
:on the ground the water as isarate her fom Politics, The rise 

MMow trom the hilsand atof dynasties and 
to the sea. The hills, in this case, 
happen to be the Himalayas and 
the sea, the Arabian Sea. Water 

inthe 

Note, then, how Nature (witha 
capital N abhors small men 
made divisions and partitions, 
either during 1947-when blood 
ran like water or after, as 
recently as April 2025, when in 
the wake of the horror of thenot all, Questions.on both SIdeswaPabtertets wont Pahalgam massacre,a fuioust the border are noW being 
India put the circa 1960 IndusTaised for example, should 

Waters Treaty (IWI) in abeyance. officials have not released water 
The IWT had held, despite two from these North Indian dams, 

Pakistan has been submerged. 
As far as the eye can see, water 
and land have merged with the 
horizon. It's as if Geography is 
taking its revenge on History. 

familiar markers on the Rad 
cliffe Line. Parts of the border 
fencing that divides India from 

THOIeHHOR THE DAY 

disdains maps and treaties and 
pacts. It will find a way. 

A larger question, however, has 
insinuated itself into the big pic 
ture, that of dam storage, rights 
and responsibilities. Udhampur 
MP and the influential junior 
central minister Jitendra Singh 
has blamed the IWT for denying 
India permission to desilt its 
dams on the western rivers 
(Chenab, Jhelum). But read the 
IWT carefully Singh's con 
tention is only partially correct, 
as the IWT only prohibits desilt 
ing during the monsoons; India 
is free to desilt at any other time. 
Moreover, the IWT is silent on 
desilting dams on the eastern 
rivers (Sutlej, Ravi and Beas). 
and as my colleague Lalit Mohan 
reports from Ropar on the news 
pages of The Tribune, the 
Bhakra Nangal dam's carrying 
capacity has been reduced by 19 
per cent because of the accumu 
lation of silt over the decades. In 
fact, the big story is that the 
Bhakra dam has never been 
desilted since it was built in 1963. 

If this is true about the Bhakra 

Nangal on the Sutlej, could it 
also be true about the Pong and 
the Ranjit Sagar dams, on the 
Beas and Ravi rivers, respective 
ly? Andifthis is true for all three, 
does it follow that dam officials 
had to release water from these 
dams this monsoonwhich 
caused the flooding in Punjab 
because they were concerned 
about protecting the integrity of 
the dam structure? 

empires, shape-shifting maps 
Nature follows her own rules: 
Let us respect them.ya 
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Floodwaters expose cracks inPnjabs governance 

RAVI KIRAN 
ASST PROF: GONTOOUEGE 

SRI MUKTSAR SAHIB 

HE unprecedent 
ed scale and inten 
sity of floods in 
Punjab witnessed 
this year under 

line the complex convergence 
of climatic shifts, infrastruc 
tural deficiencies and socio 
economic vulnerabilities. His 
torical data indicates apattern 
of severe inundations, with 
the 1988 floods having affect-
ed over 34 lakh people, fol 
lowed by the flood_ in 2023. 

As per a study by the Punjab 
Remote Sensing Centre. in 
Ludhiana, the flooding in 1988 
was mainly due to overflowing 
ofrivers, whereas in 1993, it was 
caused by breaches inriver and 
canal embankments. 

The, study. suggests that 
flood disasters can be reduced 
if they are managed properly 
and preventive measures are 
adopted. The natural drainage 
of the state is partially disrupt 
ed by canals, railway tracks, 
roads and cultivation on natu 
ral watercourses. This needs to 
be corrected. 

The cause of the Current dis 
asteris heavy rain, especiallyin 
the upper catchment areas of 
Himachal Pradesh and Jam 
mu & Kashmir IMD data 
showed an astonishing 1272 

per cent more rainfall in Pun 
jab over 24 hours, highlighting 
a changing cimatic pattern. A 
series of anthropogenic fac 

tors have compound�ed this 
meteorological event. 

The primary reason for the 
widespread flooding is a size 

able release of water from the 
major dams, such as the Ranjit 
Sagar Dam on the Ravi river 
and the Harik� headworks, on 
the Sutlej. 

While dam operators argue 
that these releases were neces 
sary to prevent serious struc 
tural failures, the flow of 
water- one release showing 
2.2lakh cusecs fromthe Harike 
headworks-flooded the near 

by villages and farmland. This 
highlights a majorweakness in 
local dam management, which 
seemsto favour structural safe 
ty over the welfare of commu 
nities downstream. 

Additionally the state's outdat 
ed and poorly maintained 
drainagesystem hascontributed 
to the catastrophe. The Sutlej, 
Beas and Ravi overlowed not 
just because of increased flow. 
but also due to their reduced 
capacity over time. 

Years of silt build-up, uncon 
trolled construction and devel 
opment on riverbanks and 
floodplains and the neglect of 
drainage channels have turned 
natural waterways into narrow 
paths. This is a aitical distinc 
tion, transforming anatural haz 
ard into aman-made disaster 

The destruction of natural 
drainage for urban and agri 
cultural use has lowered the 
land's ability to absorb water, 

QUICK CROSSWORDn 

UNCONTROLLED: Dam water releases were made without communication to dowmstream communities. ANI 

leading to quick runoff and 
localised flooding. 

The socio-economic impact 
of the floods has beenboth pro 

found and extensive. As per 
media reports, the 2025 floods 
have claimed at least 40 lives 
and affected over 2.56 lakh 
individuals across 12 districts, 
with 1044 villages severely 
impacted till now. 

Extensive devastation has 
occurred in the agricultural 
sector Paddy crop, a critical 
harvest, on over 3 lakh acres 

lies submerged. Farmers, who 
were only a few weeks away 
from a pojected bumper har 
vest, are now confonted with 
the harsh reality of complete 
crop destrucion. 

This not only imperils their 
livelihoods but also poses a 
threat to national food security, 
as Punjab is a major contribu 
tor of grains to the national 
reserve. Widespread livestock 
mortality has also been report 

The system of dam 
water releases 

duringpeak flow 
periods should be 

replaced with 
a dynamic, data 
driven approach. 

ed. which is a vital souce of 
income for rural households. 

The destruction of trans 
portation networks, bridges 
and residential properties, has 
resulted in losses worth thou 
sands of rores of rupees. For a 
state facing fiscal challenges, 
this disaster would burden the 
public exchequer further: 

The floods also present a 
potential public health crisis. 
Even after the primary flood 
waters have' receded, waterlog 
ging and stagnant pools 
become breeding grounds for 
mosqutoes, leading to a fore 
seeable surge in dengue and 
malaria cases. 

Contamination of potable 
water sources carries theriskof 

waterbome diseases ike 
cholera and typhoid. The long 
term presence of flood debris 
and destruction of sanitation 
infrastructure can worsen 
these risks. Addressing these 
challenges necessitates imme 

diate efforts, encompassing 
sanitation carmpaigns, provi 
sion of safe drinking water and 
publhc health initiatives. 

However, the management 
of the crisis has brought to the 
fore a significant deficit in 
inter-agency and inter-state 
coordination. Despite the pre 
dictable nature of monsoons, 
the absence of a centralised 
Commarnd structure for flood 
responsemeans that decisions, 

particularly concerning dam 
water eleases, were often 
made in isolation without ade 
quate communication to down 
stream communities. 

This lack of coordinated 
efforts among various state 
departments, inchuding iriga 
tion, revenue and disaster man 
agement, has compounded the 
chaos, impeding timely evacu 
ation and relief operations. It 
underlines the needfor aproac 
tive, long-term strategy that 
addresses the fundamental 
causes of the problem and the 
need for coordinated efforts. 

Firstly, a review of dam man 
agement protocols is essential. 
The current system of dam 
water releases during peak 
flow periods should be 
replaced with a dynamic, data 
driven approach. This should 
involve utilising advanced 
weather forecasting models 
and real-time monitoring of 
upstream water levels to facii 
tate phased and controlled 
water releases well before a 
potential crisis. 

Arthermore, beter coopera 
tion between Punjab, Himachal 
Pradesh and Jammu & Kash 

mir is imperative to ensure syn 
chronised water management. 

Secondly, a state-wide project 
for desiltation and restoration 
ofrivers and drainage channels 
is crucial. Encroachments on 
floodplains mustbe cleared sys 
tematicaly and a rigorous land 
use policy enforced to protect 
the natural bufers. Concur 
rently, a robust urban drainage 
system must be developed to 
managesufacerunoff, thereby 
preventing the increasingly 
common phenomenon of 
urban flash floods. 

Thirdly, the state must devel 
op a robust and farmer-centric 
crop insurance policy. The 
existing ad-hoc compensation 
model, while well-intentioned, 
is often insufficientand slowin 
reaching the most vulnerable 
farmers. Athorough insurance 
programme would offer a cu 
cial financial safety net against 
cimate driven crop failures 

and reduce the fiscal strain on 
the state during crises. 

Fnally, publicawareness and 
community-level disaster pre 
paredness programmes are 
needed. Empowering local 
communities with the knowl 
edge of early warning systems, 
evacuation procedures and 
first-aid skills can reduce the 
loss of life and property. Goy 
ernment schemes like Aapda 
Mitra' should be scaled up. 

The solutions are not simple; 
they necessitate political wil, 
financial commitment and a 
collaborative spiritto trans 
fom Punjab from a state that 
merely endures floods to one 
that is resilient to them. 
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New Wildlife (Protection) Rules to 
strengthen conservation efforts 

EXPLAINER 
PANCHKULA 

BHARTESH SINGH THAKUR 

HE Haryana Cabinet, which had w 
met under the chairmanship of 
Chief Minister Nayab Singh Sai 

ni in February 2025, had approved the 
Haryana Wildlife (Protection) Rules. 

Under the new rules, criteria have 
been established for obtaining vari 
ous types of permits related to the 
Wildlife Department. 

The rules were notified on Septem 
ber 2. The Haryana Wildlife (Protec 
tion) Rules, 1974, have now been 
repealed as they had become outdat 
ed in light of the present day require 
ments. The Haryana Wildlife (Protec 
tion) Rules, 2025, establish criteria 
and procedures for granting permits 
for wildlife education, scientific 
research and conservation of speci 
fied plants. 

Additionally, the rules specify 
detailed procedures and prescribed 
formats for the trade or commerce of 
wildlife animals, articles and trophies. 

What are the special provisions for 
reporting dangerous and diseased 
animals? 
According to the September 2 notifica 
tion, whenever any wild animals listed 
in Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protec 
tion) Act, 1972, are found to be danger 
ous to human life or are so disabled or 
diseased beyond recovery, any person 

may report the issue: to the Deputy Commissioner, the Divisional Forest 
Officer (Territorial), or the Superinten 
dent of Police of the relevant district, 
who will then submit in writing to the 
Chief Wildlife Warden. 

FILE PHOT 

The Chief Wildlife Warden shall then 
act in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 11 of the Act. Section 11 
grants permission to hunt such ani 
mals or to cause such animals to be 
hunted. Provided that no wild animal 
shall be ordered to be killed unless the 
Chief Wildlife Warden is satisfied that 
such arn animal cannot be captured, 

Under new rules, criteria established for obtaining 
various types of pemits related to Wildlife Dept 

tranquilised, or translocated. 
Schedule-I lists species that need 

protection because they are critically 
endangered, including tigers, ele 
phants and leopards. 

What is the procedure to grant 
permission for hunting or the use of 
wildlife for scientific or educational 
purposes? iat 

Hunting or the use ofwildlife for scien 
tific, educational or other special pur 
poses will now reguire prior approval 
of the Chief Wildlife Warden, with fee 
of Rs 50,000 for Schedule-I animals 
and Rs10,000 for other species and 
government clearance in the case of 
derivation, collection or preparation of 
snake venom for the manufacture of 
life-saving drugs. 

Any other cóndition laid down by the 
ChiefWildlife Warden in the permit, shall 
be binding, failing which the Chief 
Wildlife Warden may cancel any such per-
mithpermission. The permit issued shall 
be valid for the area specified and for a 
period as mentioned in the permit. 

What is the procedure for granting 
permission to use plants? 
Any person desiring to pick up, uproot, 
acquire, transport or collect plants from 
forest land orthe specified area must 
make anapplicatiôn to the Chief Wildlife 
Warden, whowill forward itto the govern 
ment with his recommendation. I 
accepted, the applicarnt shall have to 
deposit Rs 5,000 as fee. Forthe cutivation 
of any specified plant, the fee is Rs 5,000, 
ifthe application is accepted. For dealing 
in specified plants, the fee is Rs 12,000. 

What is the procedure for the reg 
istration of people holding arms 
licences within a 10 km area of sanc 
tuary or national park? 
Arms licence holders living within 10 

km of sanctuaries and national parks 
must register with the Chief Wildlife 
Warden with an appication fee of Rs 

1,200 and comply with mandatory 
reporting of any transfer, relocation or 
death of the licence holder. 

Whenever a licensee commits any 
offence under the.Act or the rules 
made thereunder, the Divisional 
Wildlife Officer shall enguire into the 
matter. Ifsatisfied that the licensee has 
.committed the said offence on more 
than one occasion, he may take such 
steps as he considers necessary to rec 
ommend the authority concerned to 
cancel his licence. 

What are rigorous controls over 
taxidermists licenced dealers? 
The new rules impose rigorous con 
trols on taxidermists, licensed dealers 
and the transport of wild animals, tro 
phies, inchuding the issue of serially 
numbered vouchers, monthly record 
submission and prior permission for 
movement within the state. 

What is the procedure to destroy 
seized trophies, plants and meat? 
The Chief Wildlife Warden or an officer 
authorised by the government, as the 
case may be, may, by order, incinerate 
such meat, uncured trophy, speciied 
plant or part or derivative thereof at 
such place and such date and time as 
mentioned in the order 

The incineration shall be conducted in 
the presence of a committee constituted 
by the Chief Wildhfe Warden for the pur 
pOse, consisting of the following mem 
bers: namely an oficer not below the 
rank of Divisional Wildhfe Ohcer having 

custody of such property; an officer not 
below therank of Veterinary Surgeon; an 
officer/official not below the rank of 
Wildlife Inspector and a representative 
of the Local Cram Panchayat. 
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