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CHANDIGARH, MAY 26

The Punjab Government’s
push for the direct seeding
of rice (DSR) has not found
much favour with farmers
as only 1,400 farmers have
opted for the direct sowing
- of rice on around 15,000
acres so far.

The sowing of paddy using
the DSR technique started
on May 15. The government
aim is to ensure that the tech-
nique is used for paddy sow-
ing on at least 5 lakh acres
this -year, against 2.53 lakh
acres last year. Ten days after
the direct sowing began, very
er farmers have opted for it.

Though - Agriculture

Only 1,400 farmers adopt DSR techniquet th]s season
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Department officials insist
that the number of people

going in for DSR will
increase substantially by the
end of this month, it seems
an uphill task. This is
because many farmers may
be.wanting to shift to bas-
mati varieties of paddy, in

the wake of the state govern-

ment’s decision to restrict

the use of hybrid non-bas-
matli  paddy  varieties.
Though basmati can also be
sown directly, farmers like to
opt for transplantation.

“With regular eight-hour
availability of power to run
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tubewells for irrigating
fields, and labour for trans-
plantation being readily
available, farmers prefer to
go in for paddy transplanta-
tion,” said Gurbakshish
Singh, a farmer from Nabha.

Officials in the Agriculture
Depaﬂmenfagreed that the
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area under basmati paddy
could increase this year as
many farmers were showing
interest in basmati varieties
that yielded high prices last
year. Of the 3243 lakh
hectares under. paddy last
year, 6.80 lakh hectare area
was under basmati paddy.
This year, it is expected to go
up to Tlakh hectares.

Agriculture Minister
as time for ftransplantation
nears, many mare farmers will
opt for DSR. “We are sure of
meeting ourtarget toget 5lakh
acres under paddy sownusing
DSR technique,” he said. The
farmers who opted for DSR

last year did notface any shot-

fallin yield, ke added
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| Inamove aimed at fostering
* innovation and solving key
* industrial challenges, Delhi
" Industries Minister Manjin-
. der Singh Sirsa on Monday
* announced the launch of the
Delhi Industrial Ideathon- -

2025, a flagship initiative
under the “Vikshit Delhi

' Sankalp’ and in line with the

. yision +of “Prime Minister
-Narendra Modi and Chjef
" Minister Rekha Gupta.

£

" The initiative, to be jointly

- conducted by the Depart- -

ment of Industries and DSI-
IDC in collaboration with

- leading educational institu-

tions, will bring together

- over 120 student teams from

30 leading institutions for a

1 two-day innovation sprint
- scheduled for July-August
- this year.

The competition will focus

" on developing solutions to
- real-world industrial prob-
d lems across four key sectors
. — traditional and village

To tackle sectoral
challengeswith
student mnovathn

mdustrles frontier technolo-
gies, green technologies, and
trade and logistics. .

“Delhi Industrial Ideathon-
2025 is more than just a com-
petiion — it is a platform
where the brightest minds of
the country will collaborate to
solve the pressing issues fac-
ing our industries. Like every-
where else, in industries, oo,
innovation is the solution,”
said minister Sirsa, emphasis-

ing the govennnent‘s com-

mitment to youth empower-

ment, entrepreneurship and

digital transformation.

Each participating team -

will comprise two to four stu-
dents,
female member and prefer-
ably from multiple  disci-
plines. The best entries will
be selected by a jury of four
experts — two from the
industry, one academician
and one government official

ot it

with at least one

Govt announces Iauhch of
‘Industrlal Ideathon-2025’

— based on parameters such
as innovation, feasibility, sec-
toral alignment and use of
emerging technologies.

A total prize pool of Rs 80
lakh has been earmarked for
the competition with Rs 20
lakh allocated for each sector.
The ideathon will award Rs 10
lakh to the winner, Rs 7.5 lakh

-to therunner-up and Rs51akh’

to the second runner-up. Top
performers will also receive

" mentorship opportunities and

potential partnerships with
government agencies for real-
world implementation.
Special focus areas include
using Al to assist MSMEs,
blockchain for rural subsidy
transparency, waste manage-
ment tools for sustainability
and smart dashboards for
trade logistics compliance.
The Delhi Government will
run a robust outreach cam-
paign across social, print and
radio media to ensure maxi-
mum visibility and participa-
tion, particularly encouraging
gender inclusion and multi-
disciplinary collaboration.
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A labourer dries sunflower seeds at New Grain Market in Ambala Cantonment on Tuesday. ;

wer harvesting gains pace,

\ farmers await procurement

\ Don’t want to sell to private players at cheaper rates

NITISH SHARMA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

AMBALA, MAY 27

The harvesting of the sun-
flower crop has gathered
pace, but farmers are still
awaiting the government
purchase at MSP. A num-
ber of farmers reach the
grain markets, just to get
their produce cleaned, and
later return as the pro-
curement of sunflower
seeds for the rabi market-
ing season 2025-26 will
begin from June 1. The
MSP for the season is Rs
7,280 per quintal.

The farmers said the pro-
duce was ready to be sold,
but in the absence of gov-
ernment purchase, they
had no option but to wait for
procurement to begin.

Sarpreet Singh from Lan-
da village, who arrived at the

Ambala Cantt grain market,
said, “My produce is ready to
be sold, but the procurement
is yet to begin. The crop was
looking good, but the aver-
age yield is around 6 to 7
quintal per acre. I was
expecting it to be higher. I
will wait for procurement as
I don’t want to suffer losses
by selling produce to private
players at cheaper rates.”
Oilseed farmer Diljeet
Singh said, “The farmers
don't have ample space to
spread the seeds in the vil-
lage for drying and cleaning.
The absence of labour is
another challenge in the vil-
lage, due to which we go to
the grain market to get the
produce cleaned. We will take
itback, keep it loaded in trail-
ers, and come again when
the procurement starts. The
farmers are forced to wait for

long to sell their produce,
and it also increases our
transportation cost.”
“Uncertain weather condi-
tions are a matter of concern.
Sunflower is a sensitive crop
and it gives you no time to
collect the seeds in case of
strong winds and rain. A por-

~ tion of the crop will be

washed away within a few
minutes and it will also affect
the quality of the produce,”
said Baljeet Singh, a farmer
from Chhorpur village.

The Deputy Director Agri-
culture, Dr Jasvinder Saini,
said, “Harvesting is going on
at a good pace. The crop is
looking good this year, espe-
cially in Naraingarh,
Shahzadpur and Ambala City
areas, with an average yield
report of around 10 quintals
per acre. No major crop loss
has been reported.”




Centre raises kharif
MSP, credit assistance

~ Zia Haq

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union Cabinet,
chaired by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, on Wednesday
approved a raise in minimum

| support prices (MSPs) for key

kharif or summer-sown crops,
increasing the rate for common

| paddy, the season’s staple, to

32,369 per quintal (100 kgs)
from 2,300 a year ago.

While fixing the MSPs, the
government has adhered to the
practice of setting the rates at a

- minimum of 1.5 times the cost of

production so that farmers get
50% returns over cost, informa-
tionand broadcasting minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said, brief-
ing reporters.

MSPs are federally fixed floor
prices that serve as a price sig-
nal for private traders and aim
to help avoid distress sale. The

THE CENTRE HAS
INCREASED THE
RATE FOR COMMON
PADDY TO 2,369
PER QUINTAL FROM
2,300 A YEAR AGO

government buys cereals, such
as wheat and rice, from farmers
at MSPs to build stockpiles for
food security and reserves for
the public distribution system,
under which nearly 800 million
beneficiaries receive free
monthly food handouts.

The nearly 3% increase in the
MSP for the commonest variety
of paddy is the lowest in three
years. India is the world’s sec-
ond-largest producer of rice and
its biggest exporter.

Among key pulses, the floor
price for pigeon pea or tur has

been raised by ¥450 to 28,000 a
quintal, while that of black
gram or urad by 400 to 7,800
per quintal. The MSP of green
gram (moong) saw a raise of
%86 to 8,768 a quintal for
2025-26 kharif season.

India expects robust summer
harvests after the state-run
weather bureau on Tuesday said
the country is likely to see sur-
plus monsoon rains for the sec-
ond straight year.

Plentiful rains drive up farm
output and rural incomes,
which help generate demand
for manufactured goods and
services. Agriculture, which
directly or indirectly supports
nearly half the population,
accounts for 19% of the coun-
try’s gross domestic product.

While farmers receive MSP
rates for big cereals bought in
large quantities by the govern-

continued on 315
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posed force structure, calling It ™a
mﬁim reform.” ¢

e ministry's response to a
pointed question on theaterisation
Was part of a report tabled by the
standing committee on defencein
Parliament.

“Deliberations on reorganisl
the armed forces into mregmunaﬁ
theatre commands are in progress
and currently being examined at
various levels before finalisation of
an optimal erganisational struc-
ture to meet the operational
requirements,” the report sald,

Thejoint structures would help
create and integrate nEw war-
fighting capabilities along with
faster assimilation of future tech-
nology and tactics, it sald. “The
concept of theaterisation seeks 1
mitigate the shortcoi ings of siii-
gleservice operntions and support
modern war fighting,” the report

added.

TherhiL‘fofdeferIc!:mﬁ[CE)S}
General Anil Chauhan s heading
the theaterisation drive.

The appointment of a (DS was
one of the maost significant recom-
mendations made by the K
Subrahmanyam-led Kargil Review
Comumittee (KRC) thatwas const-
tuted after the 1999 Kargil war to
examine various lapses and Sug-
gest measures o boost natienal

{ FROM PAGE 1 }

Badvel-Gopavaram village on
National Highway NH-67 to Guri
vindapud| on NH-16, covering 2
total length of 108 lan. It will be
executed under the Build-Operate-
Transfer model, with a total capital
investment of 3,653 10 crore.

The construction of the high-
way will significantly reduce the
distance between Badvel and
Krishnapatnam Port by 34 kam to
106 lem and cffectively shorien the

time by an hour, from 2.5
Tours to L5 hours, amounting 1o a
40% reduction In travel ime, the
government said in statement

Moreover, the project s
expected toalioviate on
existing NH-67 and NH-16, while
contributing o a reduction In both
vehicleopernting costsand carbon
emissions.

This highway will connect three
major industrial nodes of Andhra
Pradesh: the Kopparthy Node on
the Visakhapatnam-Chennal
Industrinl Corridor (VCIC), the
Orvalal Node on the Hyderabad-
Bengalur Industrial Corridoer
(HBIC), and the Krishnapatnar
Node on the Chennai-Bengaluru
Industrial Corridor (CBIC).

Union road transportand high-
ways minister Nitin Gadlerd said
the highway will also provide
acresstold Jeey cultural and socil
destinations, inchuding the Srikala-

" The project wil exte

security. In 2000, the KRC recom:-
mended appointinga CDS to pro- hastl Temple, Penchalakona
mEsingleLpuinrnﬁljmryadﬁmto Waterfall, Srisailam, Somasila
m&gﬂ‘ﬁmmmlmfﬂﬂﬂw \\'hmr{nll.&masulﬂ'ump]ﬁ,ﬂdar
inwarfighting. agiri Fort, Siddavattam Fort. and
A year later, a group of minis-  Viontimitta-
ters backed the appoinuncnxofa The government statement
CDS, who would bring about  added :hcprojectwithmmm
much needed joi gmongthe  will 1 about 2000000 lakh
three services and prigritise man-days of direct employment
defence ing. and 2,300,000 man-days of indi-
Thensedim‘amSmssumad mmmnymem_‘meprqeamn
b}‘semmlmnmimmsandpaﬂh- also induce additional employ-
mentary panels between and  ment ties due fo increase
2016, But successive inecmnmicscﬁuilyinﬂ:ewdmty
were unable to bui political con- ofthe proposed corridor. _
sensus around a (DS until Prime Modi said his government i5
Minister Narendra Modi  committed mnwelsa;e_ornm-
anno the post on August15, =rs\addingd1.al"thedmmnﬂhm
2018, by the Cabinet will boost the
General Bipin Rawat was Wﬂfﬁmﬁﬁaswtﬂlhepm-
apgomtedthrmunufs duction of crops .
on December 31, 2019, He was “The 4-lane Badvet—f_ﬂeﬂare
killed in a helicopter crash on Corridor, whose construction has
December 8. 2021. betn ay the Cabinet will
; benefit the development journy’
KHARIF MSP Andhra Pradesh and generate ev°
ment to build food reserves, they emfappamruuesfur&nyoumd
dlentnmtoseﬂmnyomerm ﬂles‘tatt."mpwjtdsrehwd o
mud.i‘dl‘_‘iamdm\fmdcminhﬂum Wﬂmmw
rates. Since 2019, severali qal  will boost growth, sustaimability,
fannmbunshavehmnzdmde- bw&'logﬁﬂﬁwﬁs:md maore. he
spread profests, seeking a legal said.
guarantee for MSPs- e ——
mr.aa:iuetalsamlsedﬂtmﬁr with inputs from
imuim cotton price by 8.3% o Soumya Chatterfee
7 d the iAn
;Hi%"ﬁff&“m”ms“”pﬂ BAIL TO INFLUENCER
100 kg / bathered,” It added.
lru-;eanSl’sarereslbed in The bench court also
markets, the profit margins of remarked an the man, asking,
farmers over the cost of produc- “Who gets influenced by such
thon are 1o be highest in people?
mseol‘peadmllletorbajra{&%} Saﬂion:!?ﬁofmeIPCrElrrsw
hymm{&‘ﬁ} the erime of rape.
peaor tur (39%). The judges made these obser-
n mwsomlgmaﬁﬁtm ils
Cahinet also a| pmwd the order, the bench rratter
L of the . m wasﬁtl'ormmimbn‘nLgiwnme
fied interest subvention scheme  accused’s prolonged Incarcera-
) for 2025-26 under which  tion and delay in framing char-
farmers can access short-term  BES
crop leans at affordable rates “pending consideration of this |
Kisan crodit ial leave petition, we find
memmrmwmz‘rzs this is a fit case where interim bail
will continue 12 provide & 1.5% pught to be granted to the peti-
interest subvention and will cost  tioner herein who is aged about
15640 core. 23 years as of now since he has
Under the MISS, farmers been in jail for over nine months
receive shori-term loans ofupto  (since 07.06.2024) and charges
ata ifybierest rate hawmiyer.hem[rmnedﬂlldnte.
of 7%, with 15% interest subven-  In the cireumstance, we direct
O tof discount) . Farmers who  thaf the petitioner be produced
metke timely 15 are éligi before the concerned trial court
ﬂ:ramhrrmofﬁ.whﬂ as early as possible and the trial
gnsdbemcropknma!an mtshal]re!uasemmuninmnm
irlerest rate of 4% hail subject 10 such canditions as
Infrastructure it may deem appropriate,” the
mabwwuﬁmmﬂmﬂ Supreme Court
ectivity, the cablnet has also The court alse restrained the
approved the de Iopment of & acensed from c?nmc:mg the
four-lane Badvel-Neflore highway — Comj 1 Lor ing his lib-
in the state of Andhri Pradesh. enywhﬂuom:mbnu.
nd from ___ Theobservationscame during
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Jasjeev Gandhiokand
Paras Singh

htreportars@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A day after the Delhi
high court directed the city gov-
ernment to formulate a policy
for the rehabilitation of commu-
nity dogs, chief minister Rekha
Gupta on Wednesday said a
long-term, inclusive solution
was in the works — one that
would involve all stakeholders
and respect both public and ani-
mal welfare.

“This is a problem for every-
one — the public and the voice-
less animals too,” Gupta said ata
public event, responding 1o a
resident's concern. “We are look-

ing to create a plaform which
will cater to residents as well as
those working for animals.”

She emphasised that the gov-
ernment would tread carefully,
noting the legal framework that
currently prohibits the reloca-

tion of community dogs. “There
are laws — dogs can't be kept in
shelters and they cannot be
removed from their streets. We
are searching for a long-term
solution, one that causes neither
residents nor animals any dis-
tress,” she added.

The high court, expressing
concern over rising dog bite
cases in Delhi, on Tuesday

directed the state to come up
with a plan to “rehabilitate”
community dogs at an institu-
tional level, suggesting a phased
removal from public spaces.
“A policy decision must be
taken by stakeholders to ensure
community dogs are rehabili-

%m‘

We are looking for
along-term fix, one
that causes

neither residents
nor animals

any distress.

REKHA GUPTA, Delhicm

tated and phased out from pub-
lic roads,” the bench of justice
Mini Pushkarna had said.
However, animal rights
experts have flagged this direct-
ive as being potentially at odds
with the law, Under the Animal
Birth Control (ABC) Rules, 2023
— framed under the Prevention

of Cruelty to Animals Act — dogs
cannot be relocated except for
sterilisation and vaccination.
Once treated, they must be
released back to the exact local-
ity they were picked up from.

“This is a mature stand by the
Delhi chief minister,” said Gauri
Maulekhi, trustee at People for
Animals (PFA). “No government
has worked on strategies to
resolve the issue scientifically —
starting with proper ABC imple-
mentation, designated feeding
points, and awareness.”

Sonya Ghosh, another animal
welfare activist, said the existing
77 veterinary hospitals under the
animal husbandry department
must be brought into the ABC
framework. “None is cgrrem:ly
used for sterilisation.”

Resident welfare associations

Govt to draft pollcy on community dogs: CM

T | =

(RWAs) too demanded a practi-
cal solution. Atul Goyal of URJA, |
an umbrella body of RWAs, said |
designated feeding points could
be a starting point. “The issue
has become divisive. Shelters
can be explored for extremely
aggressive dogs, but mass relo-
cation isn't viable.”

BS Vohra of East Delhi RWA
front agreed: “Mass sterilisation
and vaccination should be the
priority. Relocation will only
move the problem around.”

North Delhi RWA head Ashok
Bhasin said, “The MCD picks |
dogs from one place and drops
them elsewhere.”

Activist Sunayana Sibal said
ABC centres in Delhi were falling
apart. “Until the program is
implemented in true earnest
this issue will keep recurring,”
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HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Wednesday eased restrictions on
the quantity of wheat traders can
store, a move that comes in the
wake of plentiful harvests and pro-
curement of the winter staple.

Bulk traders can now stock
3,000 tonnes of wheat at a time,
while retailers can hold up to 10
tonnes of the grain, a government
notification said.

In February, the government

in case of wholesalers, while retail-
| ers were allowed to hold four
| tonne and these restrictions were
due for revision on March 31.

on stocks maintained by traders
brought changes to existing stock
limits at the time.

The government has enforced
restrictions on stock limits multi-
ple times since the outbreak of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict, which
had sent cereal prices soaring to
multi-year highs.

The Removal of Llcensmg
. A 4 y % -

had imposed a cap of 260 tonnes .

Union govt eases curbs
on wheat stock hmlts

Bulk traders can now stock
3,000 tonne of wheat, while
retailers can hold up to

10 tonne of the grain.

| Reqlﬂrementé, Stock Limits and

Movement Restrictions on Speci-
fied Foodstuffs (Amendment)

- Order, 2024 was first issued on 24
The curbs imposed in February

June 2024. It was revised on 09
September 2024 and next on 11
December 2024 before new limits
were set in February 2025.

Lowering stock limits is an
administrative measure taken to
help boost supplies when prices
are high.

The Centre has procured nearly
30 million tonnes of wheat till May
22, boosted by a good crop.
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An effeétivé&ei*edﬁalé |
Data Protection Board

arlier this year, the ministry of elec-

tronics and information technology

(MeitY) sought public feedback on the

draft rules for the implementation of
the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, At
present, stakeholder feedback is being consid-
ered, and the final rules await imminent
enforcement. Thus, it is important to under-
stand the effectiveness of the institutional
framework of the Data Protection Board
(DPB) established under the Act and opera-
tionalised through the rules.

DPB, an enforcement and adjudicatory
body. will receive complaints from individu-
als and references from the government, con-
ductinquiries, and impose penalties on orga-
nisations failing to comply with the Act's pro-
visions. The draft rules prescribe the
operational procedures for the implementa-
tion of the Act, but it is limited by the design
envisaged under the Act. The lean institu-
tional design and narrow scope of powers will
constrain what the rules can
achieve. Yet, there are three key
aspects that can enhance the per-
formance of DPB that can be
brought about through the rules.

First, the effective functioning of
DPB requires designing an institu-
tion with adequate independence
and functional autonomy, sufficient
expertise and capacity, and neces-
sary accountability measures. Insti-
tutional independence is based on
several factors, but a great deal can
be achieved through how its mem-
bers are selected and appointed.

mation Commission, among others, Instity-
tional independence is vital for public trust
and effective governance, and the selection
and appointment processes are foundational
to this.

Second, the need for transparency in
appointments, as well as the proceedings and
functioning of DPB, cannot be overstated. The
selection committees will evaluate candidates
based on qualifications in data governance,
dispute resolution, information technology,
and the digital economy, as required by the
Act, They will assess the integrity and practi-
cal experience of candidates too. To ensure
transparency, the committee's recommenda-
tions and a brief justification of each candi-
date's eligibility should be made public. Pre-
dictability and certainty in dispute resolution
will guide stakeholder decisions on approach-
ing DPB. It will also allow the study of trends.
effectiveness, and critically analyse DPB's per-
formance. One way to ensure this is to impart
maximum transparency to the reso-
lution process. This can be done h);
publishing orders and findings ©
DPB and their reasoning and ration-
ale, Periodic guidance on complex
issues relating to data privacy and
how DPB may respond to cONCerns
relating to any emerging technology g
would be invaluable but is poten-
tially outside the scope of the board's
current design. The rules could also
provide for the disclosure of minutes
of meetings to promote transpar-
ency in the decision-making process. -

Third, DPB should not suffer
delays in appointments and resolu-

The proposed rules empower the . o ! ; int-

Union government to establisha  Yaqoob ﬂonfsf ﬁ%ﬁhﬁﬁtﬁﬁiﬁﬁ :
i ittee to recommend men s ;

selection committee [ Ala m enforcement of the law and impede

DPB members, including its chair-
person. The committee selecting
the chairperson will be led by the
Cabinet Secretary and have the secretaries of
legal affairs and MeitY as well as two govern-
ment-appointed experts. Similarly, the selec-
tion committee for DPB members will be
headed by the MeitY secretary and have the
secretary of legal affairs and two govern-
ment-nominated experts. The composition
of such selection committees is often skewed
towards serving Union government officials.
While the involvement of the executive is
inevitable, a lack of diversity in the selection
committee can result in partisan and biased
appointments, A more diverse selection
committee could include members from the
legislative, judiciary, civil society, and other
stakeholder groups. This would align better
with principles of impartiality and ensure
the much-needed diversity of stakeholder
perspectives, There are enough examples of
this, such as the selection committees for
members and chairs of the Competition
Commission of India and the Central Infor-

policy decisions. They also lead to
backlog of appeals and complaints &
from the public, resulting in a trust deficit and
erosion of confidence in the institutional
grievance redressal mechanism. To ensure g
this doesn't happen, it would be useful for the
rules to stipulate that appointments with
respect to any future vacancy should be made
prior to the date of the vacancy to maintain
smooth operation of the board.

There is considerable potential for improv-
ing the institutional design of DPB through
the draft rules to create a more independent,
transparent, and reliable body. Institutions
responsible for protecting core fundamental
constitutional values, such as the right to pri-
vacy, must be independent to ensure effec-
tiveness and credibility, and strengthen the
trust of civil society, the market, and industry.

Gangesh Varma and Yagoob Alam werk with
Technology and Policy Practice at Sarafand
Partners, a law firm, The views expressed are

personal




Paddy MSP up by 69, )
ragi gets boost 0f3596

i S BOON FOR FARMERS

NEW DELHI, MAY 28 - Cop | MSP Increase
The Union Cabinet on 10526t @)

Wednesday raised the mini- . Paddy (Common)| 2,369 | 69
mum support price (MSP) T§.ai a7t
for paddy by Rs 69 per Paddy (Gra_de,}) peo ) O
quintal to Rs 2,369 per "‘9‘?3" (Hyhﬂd) 3699 | 328
quintal for the 2025-26 Bajra = | 275 | 150
kharif marketing season. Ragi = | 4886 | 5% i
Information and Broad- Maize = |2400| 175
casting Minister Ashwini ~
Vaishnaw told mediapersons
after the meeting that the
increase in the MSP of the
| kharif crops would ensure

.......................

remunerative prices to the
growers for their produce.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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The support price for ‘com-
mon’ and ‘A grade’ varieties
of paddy has been increased
by Rs 69 each to Rs 2,369 per
quintal and Rs 2,389 per
quintal, respectively.

Among other cereals, the
support price of ragi has been
raised by Rs 596 to Rs 4,886
per quintal, jowar by Rs 328
to Rs 3,699 per quintal
(hybrid) and Rs 3,749 per
quintal (Maldandi), maize by
Rs 175 to Rs 2,400 per quintal
and bajra by Rs 150 to Rs
9.775 per quintal for 2025-26.

The highest absolute
increase in the MSP over
the previous year has
been ~ recommended for
nigerseed (Rs 820 per quin-
tal) followed by ragi (Rs 596
per quintal), cotton (Rs 589
per quintal) and sesamum
(Rs 579 per quintal).

The support price for tur
has been increased by Rs 450

to Rs 8,000 per qui tal, urad
by Rs 400 to Rs 7,400 per
quintal and moong by Rs 86
to Rs 8,768 per quintal.

The increase in the MSP is
in line with the Union Bud-
get-2018-19 announcement of
fixing the support price at a
level of at least 1.5 times of
the all-India weighted aver-
age cost of production.

The expected margin 1o
farmers over their cost of pro-
duction are estimated to be
highest in case of bajra (63
per cent), followed by maize
(59 per cent), tur (59 per cent)

‘and urad (53 per cent). For the

rest of the crops, margin to
farmers over their cost of pro-
duction is estimated to be at
50 per cent, official sources
said. (With PTI inputs)
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Agri drive in 135 Sirsa villages from today

ANIL KAKKAR

SIRSA, MAY 28

A special agricultural
awareness campaign, the
Viksit Krishi Sankalp
Abhiyan, will be held in 135
villages of Haryana's Sirsa
district from May 29 to
June 12. Launched under a

technologies to help them
improve their agricultural
output and earnings.
According to Dr Sukhdev
Singh, Deputy Director of
Agriculture, the campaign
will involve experts from the
Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK)
and the Central Institute for
Cotton Research based in

Joint effort by the Central . Sirsa. Officials from various

and state governments; the
initiative aims at providing
farmers with updated
knowledge on modern
farming techniques, gov-
ernment schemes, and new

departments, including agri-
culture, horticulture, animal
husbandry, dairy, and fish-
eries, will visit the villages to
engage directly with farm-
ers. These teams will explain

different government
schemes and share useful
practices related to crop
farming, animal rearing and
fishery management.

The campaign-will be car-
ried out daily by three
teams, each covering nine
villages a day. Senior offi-
cers at both the national and
state levels.will monitor the
campaign's ' progress to
ensure its effectiveness.

Singh noted that the cam-
paign was being conducted
at” a crucial time, as the
Kharif sowing season was

ongoing. So far, the farmers
in Sirsa had sown cotton over
approximately
heectares, summer moong
over 1500 hectares and
groundnut over 400 hectares.
Paddy nurseries were also
being prepared in the region.
In areas where fields were
unsown or fertiliser were yet
to be-sprayed, soil samples

1,40,000

|

|

would be collected and serit -

- for lab testing to check soil

fertility. This will help farm-
ers make informed deci-
sions about crop and nutri-
ent management.
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 Glacier in Switzerlan i
collapses as experts -
| raise new concerns

- A glacier collapse in southern Switzerland
destroyed a village as experts flagged the
& nsmg concerns of global‘ warming

- Village flattened &

million cubic |
meters: Mass People
of debris that | evacuate

hit village | 1still missing

Warming threat
varying degrees of temperature fise
are set to push depletion of Glaciers
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A section of Birch glacier in the Swiss Alps broke off_ .

on Wednesday, causing a deluge of ice and mud* T

bury the Blatten village, which was evaruai : 'Erupl:: (tentr:in Andes,

. earlier. The landslide also buried the Lonza 3 gt 3 5 aftﬁ Tica, In l.'lﬁlii P
riverbed, raising concerns that the debris were™ (R lf 4 G0xi s |

 blocking a nearby river, and posing a flood risk:- : ; ; ; 7 RS T
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remains vulnerable . The world's glaciersmight . Indicators of climate 2 TS
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- STEPHANE GANZER, head of security -
in the southern Valais region i # A
&

:‘Incllds:ilnarc:ileel;‘o;a;ri:?:::arrga:;::pe. ; rislng 'QTP:;;EI: tdhan retl'&at allows us to see Southern Andes and Hﬂﬂﬂﬂh
volume disappear in 2023. Residents of lobal glacier : gz:::g:ﬁgvtu e:».pme, if _how l:|lmat_l3 is chang- I:‘i' 4 asx] =
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them was crumbling. Since then, they 05 glacier thaw will continue Kara uth Asia We
have only been permitted toretumfor | global e i it W fﬁr worse than visible in 157 -"{5?3 st)
short periods. In 2017, 8 people were temperature the risk of floodingand the mountains today. ¢ EEEETTY

| § - . - killed in alandslide near Bondovillage. | rises by 2.7°C © [andslides. i = Lilian Schuster, glaciologist e _]Em o




Research finds g]éciéfs far

Jayashree Nandi T

|etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Glaciers warldwide
are far more vulnerable to global
warming than scientists previ-
pusly estimated, with potentially
catastrophic consequences for
billions who depend on glacier-
fed water systems, according to
new research published in the
journal Science.

The dangers from such cli-
mate crisis-linked change was
evident on Wednesday. A mas-
sive rock and ice avalanche
from Switzerland's Birch glacier
thundered down a mountain-
side in Blatten, sending dust
plumes skyward and coating the
evacuated Alpine village with
mud, according to & news report
by AP.

The comprehensive study
reveals that only 24% of current
glacier mass would survive if
global temperatures rise by 2.7°C
—the warming trajectory antici-
pated under existing climate poli-
cies. However, limiting warming
t015°C could preserve 54% of gla-
cier mass, highlighting the critical

impartance of aggressive climate
action. The findings carry particu-
lar significance for the Hindu
Kush Himalayas (HKH), where

90 @
h'* r

o Ts ey SRR STt A
Aview of the glacier Palcaraju, in Huaraz, Peru. REUTERS
glaciers sustain river systems sup-  approximately 17%. “It is impor-

porting 2 billion people, Under
1.5°C warming, only 40% of the
region's 2020 glacier mass would
remain, plummeting to just 25%
at2C ing.

“Our study makes it painfully
clear that every fraction of a
degree matters,” said lead author
Harry Zekollari from Vrije Uni-
versiteit Brussel “The choices we
make today will resonate for cen-
turies, determining how much'of
our glaciers can be preserved.”

Regional variations within the
vast HKH system are stark. The
Central and Eastern Himalayas
face nearly 63% glacier mass loss
at 1.5°C warming, whilst the West-
ern region — encompassing
Hindu Kush, Karakorum and
Western Himalayas —would lose

® «

=

tant to note that thesé projections
are based on when the glaciers
fully adjust to warmed climate,
which can take hundreds of
years," explained James Kirkham,
a glaciologist and climate scien-
tist, based on the findings of the

While overall findings of the
paper are global and largely
apply to very large glaciers
around Antarctica and Green-
land, “the glacier regions most
important to human communi-
ties are even more sensitive,
with several losing nearly all
glacier ice already at 2°C", scien-
tists have said.

The European Alps, North
American Rockies and Iceland
would retain merely 10-15% of

TR, i, E
&0 @
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more vulnerable
to global warming than earlier estimates

their 2020 ice levels under sus-
tained 2°C warming. Scandinavia
faces complete glacier loss at 2°C.

Staying within 1L.5'C warming
offers a dramatically different sce-
nario, preserving at least some
glacier ice across all regions. Even
Scandinavia would retain glacier
ice, whilst the four most sensitive
regions would maintain 20-30%
of current levels, and the Himala-
yas and Caucasus would preserve
40-45%.

The research, ?:degy "IGlar:ier
preservation doubl imiting
warming to 1.5°C versus 2.7°C"
and conducted by 21 scientists
from leading institutions includ-
ing ETH Zurich, University of
Innsbruck and University of Bris-
tol, employed eight state-of-the-
art glacier evolution models
across-80 climate scenarios to
simulate long-term mass loss for
all glaciers outside the major ice
sheets.

“Glaciers are good indicators of
climate change because their
retreat allows us to see with our
own eyes how climate is chang-
ing," said co-lead author Lilian
Schuster from the University of
Innsbruck. “But the situation for
glaciers is actually far worse than
visible in the mountains today.”

The study’s release coincided

with the first global UN confer-
ence on glaciers in Dushanbe,
Tajikistan, underscoring growing

international concern over accel- |

erating ice loss.

Some regions, including the
Central Andes of Peru, Ecuador
and Colombia, plus East Africa

and Indonesia, appear to main- |

tain higher ice levels — but only
because they have already suf-
fered massive losses. Venezuela's
last glacier, Humboldt, lost its gla-
cier status in 2024, whilst Indone-

sia’s ironically named “Infinity |

Glacier” is expected to disappear

within two years. European |

losses continue mounting. Ger-

many lost one of its five remain- |

ing glaciers during the 2022 heat-
wave, whilst Slovenia likely lost
its final glacier decades ago.

The crisis has reached Nepal, |
where the Yala glacier in Lang- |
tang was recently declared “dead” |

— the first Nepalese glacier to
receive this designation. Glaciolo-
gists and local communities from
Nepal, India, China and Bhutan
gathered to commemorate its
loss, marking it with a memorial
plaque bearing words by author
Andri Snaer Magnason. Yala
becomes the first Asian glacier
and third worldwide to receive
such commemoration.
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Govt launches campaign to promote
dlalogue between farmers smentlsts

NEW DELHI, MAY 29

The Delhi Government on

Thursday launched the Viksit
Erishi Sankalp Abhiyan at
Dariyapur willage in the
North District, aiming to
bridge the gap between agri-
cultural scientists and farm-
ers through direct dialogue
and knowledge-sharing.

The initiative, part of a
wider nationwide campaign
by the Centre, seeks to
encourage the adoption of
modern farming techniques
and amplify the voices of
farmers in shaping future
agricultural policy.

Minister for Art, Culture,
Agriculture & DeveIopmmt
and Tburism, Kapil Mishra,
inaugurated the campaign and
emphasised the importance of
revitalising Delhi’s rural econ-

o{} dldlogue camps to be ergamsed across Lapltal
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WY 5, 3197,

Agncululre Mlmstar Kapll Mishra spealt.s attha launch af W:su Krfshl Sankaip Abhban in New Delhi.

omy. “Even [ was unaware that
Delhi had an agriculture min-
istry, but now the times have
changed. There are farmers in

Delhi, there is agriculture and ~ As part of the campaign, 50
now an empowered agricul- dialogue camps will be held
fure ministry is working
actively,” he said.

across Delhi, where scientists
will interact with farmers,

share new technigues and
record on-ground innova
tions and challenges. Mishra
said this feedback will be
used to inform policy deci-
sions at both the state and
national levels,

The minister also issued a
strong warning to those
involved in black marketing
of fertilisers. “Stop the black
marketing of fertilisers
immediately or the govern-
ment will not hesitate to take
strict legal action. Compro-
mising farmers’ rights wil
not be tolerated,” he said.

Highlighting the scale ofthe
national campaign, Mishr
noted that more than 2,000 sc-
entific teamns will engage with
farmers across over 700 dis
tricts, with the aim 6f reaching

1.5 crore farmers. — TNS
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l«lusl::E pired, Unused Opioid :
- Down the Toilet, says Regulator
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£y ] SIPR R giz: J’x 5 Initially, stateddrugs; control de-

g partments an concerned 7

CDSCO has DrEDarEd d [ S f‘b‘ﬂ ? : mists and druggists’ assgciat?;ﬁq
] oo NV may jointly launch Drug take |

listof 17 such drugsto back’ site or at designateqd si?e:

where people can drop expired or

he'D prevent danger unused drugs, which can be djg
to people and pets comentpeta | 2oo0ketons, thedo. |
cument said. ” o /
“U ] tiﬁc i posal
TeenaThacker xpired er

New Delhi: The drug
authority said unused

e apioid driugs and »
<t omes should
discarded to prev
and adverse hea]

shortlisted drug
Morphine Sulphate, Tapentadol,
'I‘ramadol—considered harmfu-

—and recommended them to be
disposed of.

To help prevent any risks to peo-
ple and pets at home, a list of 17
such medicines have been ‘prepa-
red by the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation (CDSCO).

A guidance document prepared
by CDSCO on discarding unused
and expired medicines showed
that there are a small number of
medicines that could be especial-
ly harmful and, in some cases, fa-

and expi-
ainkillorsg
be mandatorily
ent any misuse
th risks. It has

s like Fentany],

reguiatory  FOF Other drugsthatare

unused or expired, the
regulator asked themto
be collected by

Iaunching'drugtake
back' programmes

tal with just one dose, if used by
someone other than for whom it
was prescribed.

“The potentially dangerous me-
dicines should be flushed,” said a
personinthe know.

For other drugs that are unu-
sed or have expired, the drugre-
gulator asked them to be collec-
ted by launching ‘drug take
back’ programmes.

or expired drugs is considereq
one of the primary reasons for en-
vironmental pollution Used anti.

biotics which are often disposed of
carelessly seeps into soil and wg

ter bodies, eventually affectin ghu-
man life,” it further said.
CDSCO’s move follows a letter
from researchers, referring ap
article based on g study aimed at
assessing the extent of exposure
of active pharmaceutical compo-
unds (APCs) in the hy:

drologic cy-
cle in and around New Delhi

“The study stated the role of eco.
logical exposure due to the dispo-
sal of unused and expired phar-
maceutical compounds intoland-
fills and indicated that un-segre-
gated drug disposal could be a

|

reason for the emergence of drug

resistance with special reference |
to antibiotics,” the document |
furthersaid. .



REAL COST OF DISASTERS

Whnile the direct costs of disasters averaged $70-80 billion a year
. belween 1270 and 2000, these annual costs grew significantiy to
1 $180-200 billion between 2001 and 2020. However; the realkcos
is far higher. According to UNDRR”, disaster costs now exceed
over $2.3 trillion annually when cascading and ecosystem costs”
are taken into account. This is nearly ten times the annual direct
losses reported in official figures... ®

Real costs of disasters (official plus social & environmental)
_ 2500 RO
I' 2000 % ‘

\ ~ $248.1 billion

1000

500 |II

2023

8]
2000 2011

“Include environmental losses {major component); human displacement costs;
losses from lives lost; health impact; other social costs such as learning losses;
"UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
Mote: 5 main disasters, earthquakes, floods, storms, heatwaves, and droughts,
accounted for 95% of direct losses in the past two decades .

!i '?@@ | $2,286.8 billion—— \
| @ ®
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| am just the bootstrap
prophet clearing the
path for the copycats
who come after me with
Series A funding and
marketing teams.
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ruture Hazy for BharatNet as
rS‘tat\'m\(, Kuiper Eye Bharat Net

Experts suggest adding satcom to fibre model for broader vij lage reach

\

areas with lower data require- totalling 60,000 crore.

ments, subsidising the cost of sat-  He reaffirmed that there are node.
com equipment could be a benefici- laysor changesin BharatNet timelj.
i: India’ itious Bha- alstrategy,” Roach said. ) nes. “There may be some pockets,
\ ﬁﬁﬁﬁg&ﬁiﬁﬁlm link the  According to Avendus Capital, data 1.29 of the

| Tinterland with fibre-based broad.

8ram panchayatg which
centres alone will unlock a fibre de- gre notfinanc; '
i il ital invest- ough optical fibre oy ; t physi.
' faces a question mark mand of $10 billion capi | just physi
?Jig? i-ei‘}g\‘:\ance in th;l faceof satelli- ment over next few years. Even tele- cally not viable. There may be some
| te communications, as Elon Musk- com tower fiberisation in India is low
owned Starlink and Amazon’s Kui-

Himanshi Lohchab

2

N satellites deployed. But, given the
at44%. Theopportunity size of fiberi. capability of speeds, cost, latency,

e Der are expected to provide the cry- sing over half a million towers cou- webelieve, fibre will remain the key
a cial missing piece in the rural con- pled with building requisite ba_ck- technology golngforward,” he said.
1 nectivity jigsaw, haul routes would entice a capital  Prateek Jhawar, MD ang head - in-
n "Questions are being raised if the outlay of over $30 billion in the next frastructure ang real assets invest-
i- model of BharatNet could be twea. decade, itsaid. : ment banking, Avendus Capita],

kedtoincludesateom asameans be- echoed the sentiment.

Nepersonaware of the FIBRE ALONE?
line of thinkingat BharatNet said.

“We believe the furyre holds a hy.
“We are absolutely convinced that brid, densely kni
While fibre Companies say Bharat.

it fibre Network
BharatNet project will be based on complemented b

Net can only be driven by that mode

of connecting rural h

- : Y large satcom
: fibre,” said Ankit Agarwal, mana- deployments...,” he sajq.

omes, satcom gingdirectorat Ster ite Technologi-
company Hughes indicated it could i o

e sidesfibre,” o
|

Satellite connectivity ig Susceptib-
: , €s, which has been awarded 22,600 leto haturalinterferences Jike weat-
9e a hybrid model in the future, ur- crore tender to deploy optical fibre her conditions(e.g. dense clouds, ra-
ging the government tq consider ipn qumu & Kashmir under the ins,stormsetc.)ang peak time cong.
e o 00 T i . e Gnane sicom
, 0 e e ; i
the telcos’ focus on growing Wirelesg J gﬂﬁrﬁu?h es offer int tfrnets?ﬁ[zfd}z
home connections, havealsg led to so. ered and Wireless ranging from 50-500 Mbps wheregs
me doubts Wheﬂlerdﬁ?re cg*pl”?men" Pros and cong of satellite internet terrestrial networks can speeg upto
In the country could slow down, Vs fibre-only moge| Gbps, data from JM Financia) sy
Fibre companies like Sterlite Tech- 1Gbps, om JM
10re mmlg?ngﬁcroscanha\’e counte. ‘EIE]] wgd. Mumbaljbaaec[ fibre Compa_ny
nologms_ ©Low Capex oHigh Microscan said that BharatNeL. in-
red that in an underpenetrateq mar- G@pex, Rowy ds to connect governmen; Zilla
ket like India, fibre connectivity hag 05?:;;53;2 Charges, maintenance ;fa‘;ismds and post offices, whjor
immense headroom for deployment S areas ©Requires kms of willnot be possible on satcom,“Bhg.
in data centres, telecom towers, etc. ‘f itable fibre tg reach remote ratNet intends to provide 100 Mbps
Pranav Roach, president of Hug. ;]r Stir-ar_se EnS at a very affordable monthly ropn
hes Network Systems India, said " pu at!nn ©Does gt Bive Ro) around 3300 With very less ope time
that both satellite communication  ©Susceptipje 1, With less ysgr cost. Whereas satcom broadbang
ectivity possess uni- Weather Resilient o ill be useful in forests, ships, mj.
and fiber conn dcan co-existas o Lower data hU[ i Weather W : aircrafts and rural areas where
que advantages, an SPeedis 5. et o octed by s N> 5G and fiber broadbangy 1S still
ntial : 300 High Speeds 4G/5b At i a
both are essential. uld reconsi-  Mpbs Upto nge,” sS4
“The government co
Vears

d Sarn
e Shelf i 1GhD§ chﬁne 0 l\liL‘l'Uch:ifieeIJ DﬂndE. |
der its approach to capital e&( - ‘5 o e of “Cable |astg for MD&UES '
penditure_deployment an O

: >20 years Lo 8
bsidies for both tech- R » ’ ’ ~ — /
sy ies. For EXﬂmple’d 5% in = .
(g) %Oi‘gﬁlotéor underserve " & vg “ nh-) |
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MSPS RaiSEd for Kharif Crops (In T per quintal) .

Crop MSP 2024-25 MSP 2025-26 _ , =ity

7 ‘.'AI
Groundnut  [¥L:E]

% 7.280 B 7.721
4892 ] 5328 IR

ALSO APPROVED BY CMT

. Continuation of Modified Interest

Subvention Scheme for FY286, under

which farmers get short-term credit at

affordable rates through Kisan credit card
- NS 8 o
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a7 UPCOMING UN HIGH-LEVEL MEET\¢ IN JULY

Voluntary
SDGs to be

Review on
Presented

India among 36 countries to submit reviews |

YogimaSeth

New Delhi: India will join 36 co
untries including Japan, Germa-
ny, Malaysia, Indonesia, Israel
and Finland which will present
their voluntary national reviews
(VNRs) on 2030 Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) at the
upcoming meeting of the High-
Level Political Forum 2025 of the
United Nations in July.

VNRs serve as a basis for an in-
ternational review of the pro-
gresson SDGs. ;

Niti Aayog vice chairman Su-
man Bery and its chief executive
officer BVR Subrahmanyam are
likely to present India’s achieve-
ments on key indicators and the
country’s outlook on SDGs over
the next five years, a senior go-
vernment official told ET.

India has so far presented two
VNRs, in 2017 and in 2020, since
thelaunchof the SDGs in2015.

The SDG India Index2023-24, Y€

Jeased in July 9024, could form
the basis to showcase India’s sig-
nificant progress in goals on eli-
minating poverty providing de-
cent work, economic growth, ¢l
dlifeon land.
_overall SDG
trv was 71 for
. 0 ngzn-zl atrég
. of taree
57in 2018. o1 the bagk overnment
antri Awas
gwachh Bharat,
shman Bhﬁgat-
ushman ArogyaMan-
PMJAY’.]&&:ldra Yojana, Saubhga-
gtart-up India.
The indeX further showedsigni-
ficant progress has beenmade by
., on goals 1(no poverty), 8
(decent work and economic
growth), 13 (climate action) and
l5tliﬂ:uihliil‘lld).

SDG India Index, develo ;
the Aa:r‘ifg. is éa tool ihrmeaglﬁ?iﬁg
national an subnation:
gresson the SDGs, national pro-

¢

—

Thereare17SDGs iningto
poverty; hunger; gngﬁﬁﬂg?g ag n
well-being; quality educatio™
clean water and sanitation; affor”
dable and clean energy; decen
work and economic gm:.vth: in-
dustry, innovation and infrast
ructure; reduced inequalities:
sustainable cities; responsiblé

ReportCard

"Niti Aayog to present
India's progress and
outlook to UNIn July

¢ |t will be the third
voluntary national
review by India after
2017 and 2020
¢ SDG India Index 2023
24 shows im provement in
overall score for India

o Progress also made on

i

goals 1,8, 13 and 15

consumption and i

c_limate action; life bg{‘;‘guwc;lton;

life an_ian_lfl; peace, justice aer,

strong inst itutionsand party -

hipfo hegoals i
Rs are country-]

: -led
untry-driven reviews %nd o
gr%ss on SDG 2030 at the natj
3111 subnationallevels. The o
bﬂ léntaryq state-led, unge o

y both developed ang étaken
{)_mg countries, and inyg) o0,
11]‘3119 stakeholders ve mul.
le purposeof V\‘ i
le member cmmn'ilesﬂts sl
periences, ingly:. 0share gy.
'chailenges and les e é:lit'l?esses,
and to accelopar. + SODS learneg
b theleiate the impl o
: of the 9nar - emen.
_ 2030 Agenda,

—
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