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Will urge PM for double tariff on
apple import from Turkey CM

TRIBUNE NEws Snnwcn

SHIMLA, MAY 19
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu today said
that he would have a meet-
ing with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New Del-
hi May 24 and request him
to impose double tariff on
the import of apple from
Turkey and other countries.

Sukhu, while talking to .

mediapersons here, said
that he would raise the
issue of the apple growers
of Himachal with the Prime

Minister during the sched- .

uled meeting of Chief Min-
isters with him. “I will also
write to the Prime Minister
for double tariff on apple
import as the growers of
Himachal and Jammu &
Kashmir suffer losses due
to the import of cheap fruit
form aboard,” he added.
The Chief Minister said
that it was in the domain and
authority of the Central Gov-
ernment to act against any
country with whom a trade
agreement had been signed.

IDENTIFY LAND FOR COW SANCTUARIES IN HAA
B Chief Minister Sukhvinder F and Bhota-Una roads
Singh Sukhu on Monday Sukhus e
directed the Hamirpur dis- fol:, ac%et?::*}:t?nc; ;ﬁgﬁ;sm
trict administration to on the ecotourism project
identify suitable land for at Hareta gram panchayat
. the establishment of cow in Nadaun being devel-
‘sanctuaries to address the oped at a cost of T7 crore
Issueofstrayanimalsand |y . S
" provide reuefto fan'ners Ig g:\:glioo; g;iggﬁfﬂf
® He emphasised the need ties, grasslands, tree
- to identify sites for elec- houses for night camp-
 tric vehicle charging sta- | ing; walking and nature
- tions along the Hamlrpur— .| trails, a cafeteria and a

Ghumanmn, Nadaun-Am'b

"The import of apple from
Turkey and the USA results
in a steep fall in the prices of
apple grown in Himachal
The state is known as the
fruit bowl of India and grow-
ers work hard to grow and

“cultivate quality apple but

are hit hard by the lmport of
fruit," he added. TR
The demand for a ban on
apple import from Turkey
after that country sided with
Pakistan in the recent con-
flict is gaining momentum

‘in the state. Both Congress

| children’s park

and BJP leaders have raised
this demand. Besides, hote-
liers and residents of Kullu-
Manali have also demanded
the removal of a Turkish
firm which has been
assigned the task of under-
taking a survey for setting
up the strategic Bilaspur-
Manali-Leh railway line.

A delegation of orchardists
had met Union Minister for
Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal a few days ago
and urged him to ban the
import of apple from Turkey.
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PROVIDING WATER
T0O PAK UNJUST TO
INDIAN FARMERS,
SAYS SHIVRAJ

Ietters@hmdustantlmes com

NEW DELHI: The suspension of the
Indus Waters Treaty has given
India an opportunity to use its
water for its own farmers, Union
agriculture minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said, adding that the
move will be a blessing for agricul-
ture in states such as Punjab, Har-
yana, Rajasthan and.
| Jammu Kashmir.
“The government.
is giving a serious . {-
thoughtonhowto {
| use the water
| our national inter-
| est,”hesaid. P8




‘Nehru did an injustice by
going for Indus Waters Treaty

nion agriculture
minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan is
reaching out to
farmers in the wake
of India’s decision to
Suspend the Indus Water Treaty,
saying the move will benefit
farming in Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Himachal Pra-
desh. The minister also attacked
opposition Congress, slamming
country’s first PM Jawaharlal
Nehru for “meting out an injus-
tice” to the country by signing
1960 water-sharing pact.
Excerpts from an interview with

Zia Haq:

The Centre announced the
launch of a Viksit Krishi
Sankalp Abhiyan (modern
agriculture campaign) to
raise farm output in the
kharif or summer-sown
season. Is there a target for
higher production?

Our agriculture growth rate
has been 4.5-5% and our target is
to maintain this growth rate in
the next year too for agriculture
and allied sectors. For this, newer
technologies, innovation, new
research and better seeds...we
have to0 ensure all these are avail-
able to farmers. Under the Abhi-
yan, scientists will go to the door-
steps of farmers to handhold
them on what is to be done, and
how it is to be done. Lab to land -

this in a nutshell is the objective
of the Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhi-

yan.
You have said that it is nec-

MY INDIA

{ INTERVIEW } SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN, UNION AGRICULTURE MINISTER

essary not just to increase

' production but also to

lower costs of cultivation.
How do you propose to
bring down input costs?

There are many ways to do
this. One, costs come down when
farming methods are changed.
Our scientists have developed
rice varieties that don't require
transplanting and can be directly
sown. This saves water costs,
along with labour costs needed
for transplantation. Often times,
we use more fertilisers than
needed. By referring to soil health
cards, farmers should use only
those icals which their
soil is deficient in. Mechanisation
saves Costs.

You're referring to direct
seeding of rice, which has
not been very successful or
widely adopted.

No, new rice varieties

approved by the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research are very
appropriate for direct seeding
and there is no reduction in pro-
duction using this method.

India has suspended the
Indus Waters Treaty with
Pakistan. India had long
been calling for a renegotia-
tion of the treaty. Then
Pahalgam terror attacks
happened. Do you think
India has pulled out of the
treaty for good?

The late Jawaharlal Nehru had

“done an injustice by going for this

treaty for which there can be no
justification. He gave water and
along with water, he also gave
additional sums of money of 383
crore, which in today’s value is
about ¥5500 crore. In return,
Pakistan has shed our blood.
Today, we have an opportunity to
use our water for our farmers.

This will prove to be a blessing
for our agriculture in states such
as Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan
and Jammu Kashmir,

So, is it correct to say that as
far India is concerned, this
treaty is permanently over?
This treaty has been sus-
pended. Now, government is giv-
ing a serious thought on how to
use water for the benefit of farm-
ersand in our national interest.

You have been frequently
touring various states to
take stock of the country’s
agriculture. What is the
ground reality?

There is no doubt that the
country is making progress in
agriculture, There was an era
when we used to depend on
American grains under PL 480
(food aid programme). Today,
our granaries are full, be it wheat
or rice. We have plentiful food
stocks. Even with adverse
weather conditions, we had a
robust wheat crop, despite higher
temperatures, But there is a lot of
work to be done and you get to
realise this once you go and visit
the states.

What else do you feel needs
to be done to improve the
state of our agriculture?

I want to take the lab to the
land. I feel there isa gap here...of
reaching cutting-edge research to
our farmers, Scientists are under-
taking various research activities
but one has to ensure that the lab
meets the land. Unless this hap-

pens, how can farmers move for-
ward? For instance, soil health
cards to not sufficiently utilized,
So they don't know what their
soil is deficient in. So they keep
putting in DAP or urea and often
times, money is wasted because |
of this. So, there are these kinds of

Baps.

You've talked about a new
front in technology such as
genome editing of crops
because we are still a net
importer of pulses and oil-
seeds.

Our production of pulses and

oilseeds is increasing but because |

a large section of our consumers
depend on vegetarian diets, we
need to produce more. Genome
editing will be used to produce

better crops and it is totally differ- |

ent from genetically modified
crops. In genome editing, no out-
side gene is used. We have used
this technology in two rice varie-
ties and now we are working on
using this technology in pulses
and oilseeds.

There is a growing view that '

you could lead BJP. If the
party offers the post of pres-
ident, will you accept it?

I am a party worker. It is not
my job as to decide what I should
become. My job is to see that [ do
the job I have been given as an
ideal worker. I am the agri
minister today. So, in my mind, I
am only focused on agriculture,

farmers and rural development, |

for which [ am working day and
night.




Courts can mtelfere in \ ;

laws only if there are
glaringlapses, says SC

Abraham Thomas
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: There is always a
presumption of constitutionality
in favour of any law and petitioners
have to make a “strong and glaring
case” for the judiciary to interfere,
the Supreme Court said on Tuesday
as it heard petitions against the
Wagf Amendment Act.

The top court’s observations
came on a day petitioners chal-
lenging the 2025 law argued that it
held the potential to “resurrect”
suits and disputes questioning the
religious character of mosques,
and the Centre defended the law,
saying wagf by its very nature was
a “secular concept” and could not
be stayed given the “presumption

of constitutionality” in its favour.

The Centre also urged the top
court to confine the hearing to
three issues, including the power
to denotify properties declared as
“wagf by courts, waqf-by-user or
wagqf by deed”.

“There is a presumption of con-
stitutionality in favour of every
statute, For interim relief, you have
to make out a very strong and glar-
ing case. Otherwise, presumption
of constitutionality will be there,”
Chief Justice of India BR Gavai
said when senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, representing the petitioners
challenging the law, began his sub-
missions.

The law, which received presi-
dential assent on April 5 after

continued on 315
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PREZ REFERENCE

judgmemhe]d. this must be done
within three months of its presen-
mtion. In that case, which involved
10 pending bills from Tamil Nachy
IthOlJﬁW'E[ﬂs-Dfaragmmké
Article 142 to hold that the gover-
nor's inaction was "fllegal” and the
pills would be deemed to have
received assent
The presidential reference has
flagged several critical constitu-
tional queries, including whether
1 guch“deemed assent” is constitu-
tonally valid, and whether the
e Court can impose proce-
dural directions on the President
or governors. It questioned
Article 142 can be used to
gverride express constitutional
istons, and whether the Presi-
dent's discretion under Article 201
mnbembjectmumelinaorjum,
cial review. The reference also
raised doubts over whether the
April 8 judgment should have been
decided by a larger bench, since
Article 145(3) of the Constitution
,  mandates that substantial ques-
tions of law must be heard by at
|east five judges. “This concern is
" being looked into seriously, and the
registry's review of precedent is
crucial to determine how to pro-
ceed procedurally.” said another
person familiar with the internal
discussion.
Since independence, Articke 143
has been invoked at jeast 14 times
1o seek the court's advisory opinion
on complex questions of law and
public importance. While the
court’s opinion in such references

is not binding on the president.
they have h played a vl
role in constitutional interprets-
tion. As HT previously reported,
the 4 questions in the currentref-

erence were the outcome of 8

month-long process {nvolving

attormey general (AG) R Venkat-

aramani, soliciter general (5G)
nion law

Tushar Meht, and the Unior
ministry. After the courts judg-

ment was received on April 12,
Mehta's 0
identifying

::mmm'tofﬁaal

drafting process- “This is not just

ahoutmjnmm’th“ﬂ‘fﬁ

megrmwlawsammade
rutional roles are per-

Hinpustan Times |

dent under Articles 200 and
nder . 20
fﬂﬂbejud:mny reviewed beforea
aw takes effect; whether courts
can direct or substitute the Presi-
dent or governor's discretion using
Article 142; and whether constitu-
tional immunity under Article 361
precludes such review altogether.
Another critical question per-
tains to whether disputes of this
nature should only be adjudicated
L!Dd&l' Article 131 of the Constitu-
tion, which governs disputes
between states and the Union, or
whether the Supreme Court can
r_ewolvtmem through writ jurisdic-
tion or otherwise. The reference
also asks whether the Tis
constitutionally bound to act on
the aid and advice of the state’s
council of ministers while exercis-
ing discretion under Article 200.

WAQF HEARING

bewpmaadbymmmeﬁmmuf
toithe and rec-

ognition of Islamic charitable
awrtms.urmqfsﬂleCmur
has defended the amendments as
necessary to curb corruption,
enhance m‘lns;n.rmf?andenm
hflﬁrq;uhkrymstﬂﬁ.liﬂﬂ—
eral political partics, religious onga-
nisations and civil society groups
have mounteda strong pusli back.
calling the law adirectinfringement
on religious autonomy and an
unconstitutional imposition on the
Muslim communiy.

The petitions. under Articke
320 Urtmulmudu!kwdr
law on many alleging it
w:kﬂtmﬂﬂrhmumﬁﬂrﬂlﬁ
of Mustims and 5 age-old wagl

George
led by Sibal said the new
law will reignit® disputes on
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For Sarus, hope glides over drying water

Dhanauri, once a vital haven for
Sarus cranes, is drying up. A brief
‘revival brought the birds back—but
without protection, the wetland's
'sur\'h'al remains precarious at best

Snehll Sinha and Jasjeev Gandhiak
etters@nncus Tantimes com o

NEW DELHI: The Dhanauri wetland lay-

subdued under the amber haze of early

evening, its onee-teeming waters now
reduced to scamtered pools glinting
faintly beneath a sky tinged with the
orange of the setring sur. The usual sym-
phony of bird calls had dwindled to a
quiet mormar, as if the wetland itself
Thaed grown weary of being ignored.
Inte this fading light stepped Anand

78, a seasoned birder long credited
with discovering this very wetland.
] Though retired from active birding and
advocacy for nearly five years, the
alarming news of Dhanauri's decline
" had stirred something deep within hin.
When Hindustan Times asked him to
wvisit the site once more, he agreed—not
out of ebligation, but out of love, He
wanted to see for himsell what had
become of the sanetuary he ance cham-
ploned.
An hour passed in silence. Then, just
as the light softened into gold, a long,
throaty call rang out from the disiance.

Hinhustan Times MY DELHI

ing an old friend.

Half an hour later, they arrived. A pair
of Sartis eranes—tall, stately, with slow,
deliberate wingbeats—glided in and
1znded near a shallow pool. In the next
fewe myinutes, mare followed. Soon, at
Jeast fouir pairs stood scattered across the
wetland, their red beads stark agains the
dull greens and browns of the land.

For a place thoughit to be falling silent,
the moment felt almost deflant. “This
‘wetland isn't gone yet.” Arya said qui-
etly, his gaze fixed on the birds. The
Sarus had rerurned. And for now, =0 had
Dhanauri

Just twio weeks earlier, the wetland on
the south of Greater Moida had all but
dried up, eausing alarm among birders
and eomservationksts across Delhl-NCR.
Social media threads fillsd with images
of cracked earth and abandoned nests.
But a week of rain and an urgent inter-
vention—reopening a vital irrigation

rought water back, and with
It, a tentative pulse of life,

For years, birders and activists have
demanded that Dhanawr be officially
notified 4 a wetland under Indian law—
something that, astonishingly, still
hasn't happened. They alse want it
declared a Ramsar site under the Inter-
national comvention that provides begal
protection to wetlands eritical to
biodiversity, But caught
in bureawcratic imbe,
Dhanauri’s status

It was faint, but u kable o a
trained ear. Arya stopped. “Thar's
sg_m;,"besam-dmuslwunn.eyus
e horizon. The call repeated,
Ethﬂ?ClDSﬂ'l‘lDw
“Oh, come et now. Don't make us
walt. It's Just me,” he called softly, with
the gentle familiaricy of someone greet-

r i

The Sarus crane,
listed as “ulnerable”
by the International
Union for Conser-
vation of Mature
(TUCN), is the tallest
flying blrd in the

world. India is home to the world's larg-
et population of Sarus cranes. most of
them in Uttar Pradesh, where the bird is
also the state symbol. But its habitat ks
shrinking—threatened by expanding
agriculture, urhnlsaﬂun and water
‘mismanagemen
AL Dhmaun these dangers have
hecome acute,

Discovered anound 2014 by a group of
birders, the site isn't a classic wetland
ringed by forests or fed by rivers. It
began as a depresston among wheat
fields where water lingered, cre-
ating a shallow marsh. That accidental
geography proved perfect for the Sarus,

At its. peak. birders
over 150 Sarus
cranes gathered

Dhapauri
[Pl | Bird Day, said the
" region has long been a

delight for birdwarchers butis now visi-

bly degraded. “This is where the Sarus
belr begins, mtchmg fromm Dhanauri
into western Urtar Pradesh,” he said,
“They need shallow water 1o bulld nests.

Lerting it dry completely {s catastraphic.”
The decline, however, isn't entirely
matural A by water channel that fed the
‘wetland was recently blocked—allegedly
1o divert water elsewhere, Birders say
this partern repeats: water is withheld
during sumimers and restored only after
outcry, In this case, pressure from con-
servationists pushed the irrigation
department to reopen the slulees,

“Itis commaon for wetlands 1o dry up
in the summer, but this one cannot be
allowed to dry completely,” Arya sald. "It
isa Sarus nesting site. They need water,

_-__g'ven shallow water. threughout the

The push 1o protect Dhanair gained
urgency in 2010 when the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Development
Authority (Teids) proposed a highway
that would cut through the wetland.
After protests, the alignment was
shiifved, but the road still runs danger-

ousdy close. Development precsures have
notrelented.

“We stopped the worst-case scenario.”
said Dervasar. "Bt threats remain. Water
hyacinth is spreading. Fields and build-
ings are closing in. The wetland is
shrinking.”

Arya has sent a report to the Union
environment minsary, wrging Ramsar
recognition. The forest department rat-
fied iis recommendation and pegged the
core wetland at 25 hectares—though
enwirommentakists say the full ecological
zone, incloding buffers, spans more than
40 hectares.

Under the Ramsar Convention—
signed in 1971—a wethand can quallfy far
international protection if it meets at
beast one of several ecological criteria.
Dhanauri, advocates say, meets at least
three. It supponts vulnerable species like
the Sarus crane, Black-necked stork, and
Fainted stork. It regularly hosts over
20,000 water birds, and it is believed fo
suppart more than 1% of the global Sarus
population.

Globally, TUCN estimates the Sarus
crane population ataround 15,000 Bird-
ers say they have counted mare than 150
1 Dhanaurd in a single outing—clesr evi-
dence, they arguwe, that this site is criticsl.

After the shuices reopened on May 1,
birders returned. What they saw offered

hope.

Veteran birder Suryaprakach spent
awer twa hours that day and counted 40
Fainted storks, two dozen Woolly-
necked storks, eight Black-necked storks,
and five Sarzs cranes, “There were also
Iises, spoanbills, egrets. even larks and
prinias,” he said. “This place still sup-
ports rich birdiife. But
how lomg will that kst
without protection?”’

Bathhe&,ml.ﬂ.ryabfhm": “‘L
that beyend formal designations,

Dhanauri needs pear-round waterand a
barrier against urban sprawl. But legal
protectionwould ghve ita fighting chance.
Some lessons may be drawn from
Uttar Pradesh, where the Sarus Protec-
tion Society was setup during the Exawah
construction in 3013, Partnering
with the Wildlife Trust of [ndis and Tata
Trusts, the state supported "Sarus Mitra™
groups—volunteers trained to protect
Thmmmﬂmﬂ)l'
cranes. Throi

these efforts,

Sarus populaticn
rose from L2000
in 2013 to 15,000

by 2098
Could that

model work for

Dhanauri?

» oo

It is common for

wetlands to dry up
in the summer, but
this one cannot be
allowed to dry. Itis

“Absolutely.”
gaid  Suryapra-
kash, “But first, it

a Sarus nesting

must be recog- site. oy
nised for what it ANAND Sy

iz a sanctuary— ARY,

not just for hl:in umgr':'um

but for what oo ovein
remains of Defhl g
NCR's wetland

ECOsySiEm.

As the sun dipped below the hortzon,
the cranes stood silhouerted against the
sky, their tail bodies reflected faincly in
the water. In that moemens, the wetland
fielt unmiseably alive—but precarioushy
50, Whether Dhanauori survives may
depend less on rainfall, and more on
how urgently the state a¢ts to protect
what Is left.

For the Sarus, dme is running out.
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The churn in
global trade

Everyone's chasing FTAs, but a deals-based trading
order is not necessarily better than a rules-based one

he global economy, in the last three decades,

became used to free trade under a multilateral

framework. Itis important to mention the

framework because trade was not necessarily
devoid of all restrictions: Trade operated in a rules-
based framework with the World Trade Organization
as the most important adjudicator.

The first attacks on this framework came a decade
ago with the 2016 victories of Donald Trump and
Brexit. The overbearing message of these two
political trends was that globalisation had short-
changed many people even in the advanced
capitalist world. While the Global South has been
complaining about globalisation not bringing
unambiguous gains, the Trumpist response to this
problem is more transactional than structural,
Trump believes the US is capable of renegotiating its
trading contract with the world, one country ata
time, to undo its globalisation losses. Everybody else,
having taken the US's cue, has followed suit.

The world is now witnessing free-flowing bilateral
trade negotiations instead of free-flowing trade. To be
sure, many of them are works in progress (or threats in
progress in the US’s case) than done deals. Can a deals-
based trading order be better than a rules-based
trading order for the global economy? There are two
ways to look at this question. A country, especially a big
one such as the US, can hope to get some concessions
in terms of tariff and non-tariff barriers while making
these deals. And countries such as India can use such
deals to optimally exploit opening a part of their
market to gain/preserve more trade and movement of
persons and opportunities in advanced countries,

However, this is not the entire story. Tinkering at the
margins, which is what tariff negotiations in bilateral
trade deals represent, will do nothing to address the
fundamental asymmetry in global value chains where
- mostof the physical production is carried out by cheap

labour in emerging markets even though the bulk of
the profits of this work are harvested by companies
located in advanced economies. Mechanically going
after the former without addressing the latter will only
generate inflation and chaos, which is exactly why
Trump had to back down on Chinese tariffs. The crux
of the problem is not finding some optimal tariff
matrix. Itis bringing globalisation in sync with
democracy. This requires a more broad-based
economic agenda than just trade talks.




Hoodaslams govtover croploanrate,risingcrime

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, MAY 20
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, an
ex-CM, has opposed the gov-
ernment’s move to charge 7%
interest on crop loans, calling it
a “blatant loot of farmers” and
demanding its withdrawal.
“Congress had reduced the
crop loan interest from 11%to
4% across the country based

on recommendations of a
Chief Ministers’ committee
headed by me. In Haryana,
we even made the interest
zero. Now, BJP has raised it to
7%, which is unjust,” Hooda
said while addressing
reporters at his residence.
He also criticised the BJP
for failing to secure
L Haryana’s rjghtt:u] share of
wate -frqm..-_-ﬁﬁhalga.- BJPs

. double-engine government

has double-cheated the
public. Despite no water
shortage or additional
demand, Haryana was
denied its due,” he said,
demanding a special
Assembly session and an
all-party delegation to the

Prime Minister.
On the arrest of alleged
spies, he stressed, “This is-a

serious national security
issue. The guilty must:be
punished, but the innocent
must not suffer. Parliament
should hold a special ses-
sion on the Pahalgam attack
and Operation Sindoor.”
Hooda also raised concern
over rising ecrime in
Haryana, saying, “People |
feel unsafe. It seems there |
is no government.”, .
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95 rice mills to getX3.14-crore
“bonus for timely delivery

PARVERN AroRA

TRIBUNE NEws SERVICE

KARNAL, MAY 20 '
Recognjsjng efficient per-
formance in the rice pro-
Curement process, the
Haryana Government has
approved a bonus of Rs 3.14
crore for 95 rice mills that
delivered Custom Milled
Rice (CMR) to the Food Cor-
poration of India (FCI) with-
in the stipulated period end-
ing March 15, 2025,

“This Sf.EP is part of the
government's continued

efforts to encourage efficien-
cy 1n the procurement
process, ensure food securi-
ty and maintain a seamless
supply chain,” said an offi-
cial from the Foed, Civil
Supplies and Consumer
Affairs Department.

The state will disburse Rs 15
per quintal in bonus, in addi-
tion to the regular milling
charges, to millers who met
the deadline. “The state gov-
emmment has approved a
bonus of Rs 15 per quintal...
for those rice millers who

delivered their complete CMR
to FCI within the stipulated
period,” confirmed -Anil
Kumar, DFSC Karnal. “We
have received the official com-
munication from the Direc-
torate and the bonus will be
disbursed to the eligible
millers shortly.”

Among the 95 beneficiaries,
40 mills are linked to the Food,
Civil Supplies Department, 36
with HAFED, and 19 with the
Haryana State Warehousing
Corporation (HSWC). By dis-
trict, Yamunanagar led the tal-

Iy with 51 mills, followed by
Ambala . (25), Karnal (7),
Panchkula and Kurukshetra
Kaithal and Fatehabad.
. Thebonus will be disbursed
as follows: Rs 1.28 crore by the
Food, Civil Supplies Dept, Rs
63.14 lakh by HAFED
Panchkula and Rs 1.25 crore
by HSWC Panchkula.
Officials believe this incen-
tive will encourage accounta-
bility and set a benchmark for
timely CMR delivery in the
state’s rice milling sector.
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(REAW) — playedadeusrve
role in two major operations
that reshaped the region's
map. The first was its covert
suppart during the liberation
of Bangladesh in 1971 The
secand, less discussed but no
less consequential, was the
merger of Sikldm with India
in May 1875.

Af the time of India's inde

N a few
wears of its
creation in
l’QBB.lndias

eurrency and posts.

In 1547, smaller Sikkimese
parties thet supported merger,
.pmedﬂle Silkim Stateﬂon

gress (55C), led by Tashi
Tshering, They wantad an
end to absentee landlordism,
a representabive government
and eventual accession to
India. Tshering met Nehru
twice, in 1948 and 1948, While
Nehruwas sympathetic to the
first twe dermands, he rejected
outright the merger, saying
that Sikkim should evolve
"according to its own genius.”

OnMay 1, 1944, Teheringled
5,000 people to the palace
gates, demanding reform. The
Maharaja fled to the Political
Office. But with Indian sup-
part, the monarchy regaimed

ment towards the Maharsja
and cautius containment of

Electoral reforms  intro-
duced by the Mahardja in 1653
failed to satisfy public
demands, A “parity system”
was introduced to balance
representation between the
majority Nepalese (75 per
cent) and the minority Bhutis-
Lepeha (25 per cent) popula-
tions, bul combined with
nomination quotas, it ensured
pro-monarchy cutoormes,

By the 1960s, new personal-
ities were reshaping Sikddm's
politics. In 1958, LD Kaxzi mar-
ried Eliza Maria Lanford Rad,
a charismatic figure who
played an influential role in
his party. In 1963, Rajlkumar
Palden Thondup Namgyal

being queen of a Himalayan
h‘h&ﬂﬂm 'I'h&mdup used the

g“-_‘_
,E .

Wit

marriage to draw internation.-
al attention to Silddrn's cause,

Following his father's death
in 1963, Thondup became the
12th Chogyal — Dharam
Raja'—a tifle officially recog-
nised by India at his corona-
tion in 1965. He was dissatis-
fied with the 1850 treaty and
began openly pleading  for
greater autonomy. In 1967, he
told reporters that he wanted
more political freedom. A year

In 1972, India offered
Sikkim permanent associa-
tien status with associate
membership of UN-affiliated
bodies like the WHO. The
Chogyal rejected it, as his
lawyers advised him that it
would leave Sikkim worse off
than under the 1950 treaty,

At this point, diplomacy had
mnnsmume.ﬁmenam
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WITH RE&AW AID: On May 18, 19?5 Snldumotﬁclallr became Indm s 22nd state. Fmi

Tomaintain
secrecy, we worked
mostly at night The

operationwas
divided into three
phases, with each

phase planned afier

theprevious one
succeeded.

tion was the only solution.
Towards the end of 1872,
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
summoned R&AW chief RN
Kao and her pringpal secre-

" fary PN Haksar. She showed

them a letter from the
Chogyal inwhich he had used
the title His Majesty’ — sug-
gesting sovereign status, She
turned to Kao and asked, "Can
youdasomething about this?

Kao asked for two weeks.
He returned in 10 days and
but made one thing clear: the
operation could goall the way
to merger, provided it had
public support,

Around June 1973, 1 was
called by Kao He assigned me
this operation and T was told to
Banerjee in Calcutta There, in
July 1978, the mission was laid
out:  unite
groups, assure them that India
would no longer shield the

Lhendup  Dori's  Sikkim
National Comgress (SNC) and
prepare for @ possible merger,
while keeping the Chogyal
under the usion that negoti-
aticns were still possible, so he
wouldnit actively oppose the
process of mobilise against
the upcoming elections.

In R&AW, only Kao, Baner-
jee, and T knew the final
objective of merger In the
Ministry of External Affairs,
only Forelgn Secretary Kewal
Singh was aware of it.

Given the sensitivity, 1
began keeping a personal
diary. [ also spent time in the
National Archives and Nehm
Memorial Museum  and
Libwary, reviewing declassi-
fied documents to under-
stand how Sikldim peliey had
evolved since 1947,

A three-member - opers-
tional team was formed: my
predecessor  (whom T
replaced), PB. Pradhan (a
Nepalese officer) and Mying-
ma Tshering (a Bhutia) To
maintain secrecy, we worked
mostly at night. The operation
was divided into three phases,

accomplished through
the May 8 1973 tripartite
agreement  between  the
Chogyal, three political par-
ties and the Foreign Secretary.
BS Das was appointed Chief
Executive, with the Chogyal
reduced toa figurchead.
I amived in Sikkim in
August 1973, My job was to

ing for elections and securing
atleast a two-thirds magority
in the Aszermbly.

The elections, held o
Apri 15, 1974 urder the super-
vision of the Election Commis-
sion of India, delivered a land-
shde: ﬂ:eSNC“mSIm'tcd"%ﬂ

Amerndiment on Septermber T,
1974, Sikldrn became an Asso-
ciate State. Kag was appointed
the first popularly elected

Events moved quuckly after
that ‘In February 1973, the
Chogyal attended King Biren-
dra’s coronation in Kathman-
Apil 10, the Siklim Assernbly
passed two resclutions — ane
calling for full merger with

erendurm held on April 14 with
47 per cent vobing in favour, A
day earlier, Sikkim's military
muzrds had been disarmed by
the Indian Army We even
arranged for the Chogyals
ham radio frequencies to be
Jammied to prevent him from
In May 1975, the Indian Par-
hament approved the 36th
Constitutional Amendment.
With' presidential assent on
May 15, Sikkim. officially
became India’s 22nd state the
next day and BB Lal was
appointed its first Governor

Chogyal,  support  Kax

assist Kazi's party in prepar-
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Delay in regulatory clearances can

lead to uncertainty, says Sithararman

NEW DELHI, MAY 20
Delays in regulatory clear-
ances can lead to uncertainty
and disrupt commercial
timelines, said Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman as
India negotiates trade deals
with wvarious countries,
including the US. She said it
was imperative that regulato-
ry frameworks also facilitate
swift and seamless approvals
for combinations that pose no
harm to competition.

At the function to mark the
16th Annual Day of the Com-
petition Commission of India
(CCI) on Tuesday, Sithara-
man said the regulator had
emerged as a key institution
in safeguarding the spirit of
liberalisation, while checking

its excesses and stressed that
competition drives efficiency,
nurtures innovation and ben-
efits consumers.

The minister said not only
business conduct, but also
government policies, laws
and regulations should not
influence competition as she
mentioned that entry barri-
ers, licensing norms or pro-
curement rules can also cre-
ate distortion. The Green
Channel mechanism, which
is a trust-based, risk-calibrat-
ed approach, allows for auto-
mated approval of combina-
tions that are deemed to have
no appreciable adverse effect
on competition to reduce
transaction costs and time-
lines for benign mergers and

acquisitions, she added.

Meanwhile, CCI  chief
Ravneet Kaur said the new cost
of production norms will help
in having more accurate and
objective assessment for easier
enforcement outcomes. She
said digital markets see rapid
change and the first mover
advantage gets concretised
very quickly. “We have the pos-
sibility of algorithmic decision-
making and self-preferencing
by those having the first mover
advantage,” she said.

She added there was a
need to have a balance in
looking at such conduct,
where the approach is “evi-
dence-based, proportionate
and anchored in rigorous
economic analysis”. — PTI
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NEW DELHL: Fires caused by dry
conditions, in turn brought
about by the climate crisis
resulted in record forest loss in
2024, including in India, accord-
ing to new data from the Univer-
sity of Maryland's GLAD (Global
Land Analysis & Discovery) Lab
released by World Resources
Institute’s Global Forest Watch,
The loss of tropical primary
forests reached 6,7million hec-
tares in the year — nearly twice
as much as in 2023 and an area
nearly the size of Panama, at the
rate of 18 soccer fields every min-
ute, Global Forest Watch said
in a statement on Wednesday.
India saw a 6.9% decrease in
tree cover loss between 2023 and
2024 but a 5.9% increase in loss
of humid primary forests in
2024, according to the data.
One of the factors that may
have led to increase in primary
forest loss last year in India are
forest fires, the data indicates.
Primary forest loss due to fires
was around 950 hectares last
year compared to 368 hectares
in 2023, a 158% rise. India lost
22958 hectares of primary for-
ests last year and 21672 hectares
in 2023. 22008 hectares were
lost due to non-forest drivers.
That is the global trend too.
For the first time in the records
of GFW, fires and not agriculture

REPORT SAYS INDIA
SAW A 6.9% DIP IN
IREE COVER LOSS
BETWEEN 2023 AND
2024, BUT 5.9% RISE
INL.OSS OF HUMID
PRIMARY FORESTS

were the leading cause of tropi-
cal primary forest loss, account-
ing for nearly 50% of all forest
loss. This marks a dramatic shift
from recent years, when fires
averaged just around 20% to for-
est loss. Tropical primary forest
loss driven by other causes also
jumped by 14%, the sharpest
increase since 2016. “This level of
forest loss is unlike anything
we've seen in over 20 years of
data. It's a global red alert —a
collective call to action for every
country, every business and
every person who cares about a
liveable planet. Qur economies,
our communities, our health —
none of it can survive without
forests,” said Elizabeth Gold-
man, Co-Director, WRI's Global
Forest Watch in a statement.
Brazil with largest area under
tropical forests, accounted for
42% of all tropical primary forest
loss in 2024. Fires, fuelled by the
worst drought on record, caused
66% of that loss-- over sixfold
increase from 2023. The Ama-
zon recorded its highest tree
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Iropical forest loss doubles,
tire a leading cause: Report

cover loss since 2016. Bolivia’s
primary forest loss increased by
200% in 2024, For the first time,
it ranked second for tropical pri-
mary forest loss only to Brazil,
overtaking the Democratic
Republic of Congo despite hay-

ing less than half its forest area,

the analysis said.
Fires burned five times more

tropical primary forest in 2024

than in 2023. In tropical forests
fires are almost entirely human
caused, often started to clear
land for agriculture and spread-

ing out of control in nearby for- |

ests. 2024 was the hottest year
on record with hot, dry condi-
tions largely caused by climate
change and El Nino.

The area under tree cover
includes all tree cover (planted,
natural, primary, agroforestry);
while primary humid forests are
essentially old growth forests
which have not been regrown,
Global Forest Watch data shows.

GFW which mainly uses satel-
lite data for their analysis
records India's baseline tree
cover as 38,830,421 ha in 2001
and primary forest cover as
10,185,436 ha. From 2002 to
2024, India lost 348,000 ha of
humid primary forest, making
up 15% of its total tree cover loss
in the same time period. From
2001 to 2024, India lost 2.31 mil-
lion hectares of tree cover,
equivalent to a 7.1% decrease in
tree cover since 2000, GFW said.
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Masked men loot
120 bags of urea
from sealed godown

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
YAMUNANAGAR, MAY 21

In a brazen act, around 120
bags of subsidised agricul-
ture-grade urea were alleged--
ly looted by masked miscre-
ants from a sealed godown in
Tejakpur village, Yamunana-
gar. The miscreants reported-
ly overpowered a home guard
deployed for security and a
neighbouring factory’s
guard, holding them hostage
and assaulting one of them.

The godown, which had
been sealed by the Agricul-
ture and Farmers’ Welfare
Department on May 8 after
the discovery of 2,461 bags of
subsidised urea stored ille-
gally, had been handed over
to police for safekeeping.

In a complaint to the police,
Ankit Kumar, a home guard,
said he was on duty at the
godown on the night of May
19. “Around 12:30 am on May
20, about 15 masked men
armed with wooden sticks
and iron rods entered the

premises. They held us
hostage and beat me,” he
said. Kumar added that the
gang broke the lock and fled
with 120 bags of urea, loading
them into a tractor-trolley
and a utility vehicle.

Based on his complaint, a

case under Sections 121(1),
132, -and 331(6) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) has been registered
at Sadar Police Station,
Yamunanagar.
* Sources suggest that sub-
sidised agriculture-grade
urea — priced at Rs 266.50
per 45 kg bag — is being
illegally used by some ply- |
wood 'manufacturers as an
ingredient in glue. In con-
trast, technical-grade urea
used ‘in industrial applica-
tions costs between Rs 2,200
to Rs 2,400 per 50 kg bag,
making the misuse of sub-
sidised urea a profitable but
illegal shortcut. Police are-
investigating the matter
and efforts are on to identi-
fy the culprits.
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- Rain, winds wreak havoc in Palampur,
power lines damaged, crops destroyed
Storm, light rain lash Shin_lE

Paror, Bhattu, Holta, Banuri, storm, lightning, hail and
Tanda Rajpur and gusty winds up to 60 kmph in
s, Panchrukhi were among the some areas of district Shimla,
s worst-hit areas where 80 per Solan, Una and Sirmaur. For
i cent of the mango and other the next 12 hours, a yellow
e fruit crops were damaged. | alert for light rain, thunder-
v Besides, tea growers also suf- storm, lightning and hail in
a fered heavy losses as hail- some parts of all districts
storms destroyed tea leaves. except Kinnaur and Lahaul
g Several trees uprooted and and Spiti has issued.
. blocked roads and highways. Since Tuesday afternoon,
e Power outages were there has been rain in
- reported in lower parts of Palampur (24 mm), Raipur
- Palampur city and its Maidan (20.4 mm), Jogin-
- adjoining areas, though dernagar (8 mm), Sujanpur-
services were restored by Tira (7.8 mm) and Baijnath
_ the evening. Vehicular
movement came to a stand- _
still in rural areas, especial- damage. Fruit growers, who
ly near Sullah, Bhattu, were expecting a bumper
Paror and Panchrukhi, crop this year, suffered a
leaving many vehicles major setback because of
stranded. Bir-Billing and the inclement weather. -
Baijnath areas also experi- In an unusual weather
enced heavy rain and hail- event,the upperreachesofthe
storms. Paragliding activi- Dhauladhars received snow-
{- ties at Bir-Billing were fall, bringing sudden cold
5, suspended due to strong wave conditions in the valley.
d winds and heavy rain. The hailstorm and heavy rain
re Gopal Nag, Mayor of the rendered fileds water-logged,
n- Palampur Municipal Corpo- inflicting serious damage to
ration, said that peach, plum standing vegetables crops.
n- and almond trees were the Many parts of Palampur
ea worst hit while tea and remained without power for
5-  wheat crops suffered heavy four hours.
le- :
N

OUR CoRRESPONDENT

PALAMPUR MAY 21
High-velocity winds accom-
Panied by heavy rain and a
hailstorm lashed Palampur
and nearby areas one Tues-
day, disrupting normal life.
Power supply, telecommu-
Nication services and vehic-
ular traffic were badly
affected in the region.

Reports indicated that
Palampur, Sullah, Bhawarna,

SHIMLA, MAY 21

The sky suddenly turned
dark in and around Shimla
this afternoon, followed by
light rain, thunderstorm,
lightning and gusty winds.
Following the sudden
change in weather, the MeT
Department issued an
oranges alert for thunder-

People walk with umbrellas during rain in Shimia. PHOTO : LAUT KUMAR

(7 mm). Palampur record-
ed a hailstorm as well.

. Meanwhile, Shimla and
some areas in upper Shimla
recorded gusty winds. At
Rufri and surrounding places,
winds blew at over 90 kmph.

The weather is likely to be
largely dry tomorrow; and
there’s a likelihood of Light
rain at isolated places day
after tomarrow. From May 24,
the state is likely to witness a
fresh wet spell. —TNS

A House Of Quality Food Products

NIT No. PSCSMFL/RC/AP Tablets/2025-26 Dt. 22.05.2025

On behalf of State Procurement Agencies, Managing Director,
Markfed invites e-Tender in the prescribed form available on
e-Procurement portal i.e., https://eproc.punjab.gov.in for the
purchase of Aluminium Phosphide 56% Tablets on Rate
Contract basis. The last date for submission of online e-Tender
is 13.06.2025 till 11:00 a.m., which will be opened on the
same day at 03:00 p.m. at Markfed House, Plot No. 4, Sector
35-B, Chandigarh. The cost of tender form and earnest
money shall be depesited through online mode only. The
detailed terms and conditions can also be seen on Markfed's
website www.markfedpunjab.com
Corigendum/Addendum, if any, will be

posted on e-Procurement

Portal and Markfed's website only.
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!' 55 drugs ma
found not of standard

AMBIKA SHARMA
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
SOLAN, MAY 21
Eight batches of a common-
ly used saline injections
used to treat dehydration
were found substandard
along with 54 other drug
samples manufactured by
firms in Himachal in the
monthly drug alert issued
by the central drugs regula-
tor last evening.
These 55 drugs were man-
ufactured by 38 drug firms
and they figure among 146

drue samnles declared not
of standard quality from

various states.

Reflecting lack of adher-
ence to key quality parame-
ters, the injections were
found contaminated with

-'-‘—

endotoxins and also having
microbial contamination.
Manufactured by a Baddi
based firm, they have put a

question mark on the manu-

facturing operations of the
firm as eight different batch-
es have failed key quality
parameters like sterility and
endotoxins testing. :

Three batchés of Car-

boxymethyl Cellulose Sodi-
um eye drops also figure in
the list as it failed various
quality parameters.

Several other injection
samples like Cefritz S 1.5
Injection used to treat bacter-
ial ‘infection, Rabeprazole
Sodium used for Gastroe-
sophageal reflux and

Ampivee - 500 Injection used

for typhoid fever and menin-

. Telmisartan

gitis have also been found

nufactured in State
quality

telukast sodium and levocet-

gggiheting tﬁ the requisite  irizine hydrochloride syrup,

; L1US bringing thei ; and
manufacturing  standar d; Atorvastatin  tablet

under the scanner.

Medical device samples
are picked from sales or dis-
iribution point, analysed
and list of Not of Standard
Quality (NSQ) drugs are
displayed on the national
drug regulators’ portal on a
monthly basis.

Rabeflux suspension,

and
Hydrochlorothiazide tablets,
Ondansetron oral solution,
Albendazole and Ivermectin -
oral suspension, Acremox-
500, Ketoconazole tablets,,
Sucrapolis-O Suspension,
Cefixime & Potassium
Clavulanate tablets, Mon-

Paracetamol tablets were
some of the major drug sam-
ples figuring on the list.
They are used to treat com-
mon ailments like nausea
vomiting, high blood pres-
sure, bacterial infection, de-

State Drugs Controller,

Manish Kapoor, said all

batches fi

initiated against firms

whose multiple samples are

found substandard.

guring in the list
}Vﬂifmf withidrawirirom:” the.
market immediately and
field investigation will be

Z
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HE Haryana government has
‘ I recognised the effort of 95 rice
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| e Govt approvesatotal
oy of ¥3.14 crbonus

PARVEEN ARORA

mills, who had delivered their
* share of Custom Milled Rice (CMR) to
the Food Corporation of India (FCI)
before the official deadline of March
15. The mills have been rewarded for
their efficiency and punctuality.
Besides the usual milling charges,
the millers will get abonus of Rs 15 per
quintal. The government has
approved a total bonus of Rs 3.14 crore,
which will be distributed among the
rice mills as a token of appreciation for
the timely delivery of CMR.

millers across the state, against

which they have 1o deliver

- 36,53,274.51 MT of rice. So far, the
rice millers across the state have
delivered 32,37,551.49 MT, which is
around 86.62%.

¥ What is the CMR policy?

Under the CMR policy, a miller is
required to deliver 67% rice with 1%
fortified rice kernels (FRK) against the
total allotted paddy. As per the CMR
policy 2024-25, each miller must deliv-
er 15% of rice by the end of November, ered cent percent of rice, followed by
another 25% by December-end, further  Ambala - 99.71%, Sirsa - 98.94%, Palw-
25% by January-end, another 25% by  al-95.96%, Panchkula -95.31%, Yamu-
February-end and the remaining 109% nanagar - 91.88%, Jind - 89.93%,
by March 15. The failure to deliverrice  Kurukshetra - 88.35%, Rohtak -
within the schedule could invite penal-  85.15%, Kaithal ~ 80.98%, Karnal -
ties, so the extension has come as a  74.4%, Hisar - 63.45%, Sonepat -

® What is the district-wise status
of CMR?

major relief for the millers. 34.61% and Panipat — 19.4%.
I ® How much paddy was allottedand ® How is the bonus being distrib-
| how much rice have been delivered? uted and by whom?

| All procurement agencies haveallot-  The bonus will be disbursed by pro-

. ted 53,98,661.92 MT of paddy torice curement agencies. A sum of Rs supply chain,

i e e e
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~ Millers rewarded for timely
dellvery of custom milled rice

Rice millers of Fatehabad have deliv- -

1,26,09,117 by the Food, Civil Sup-
plies and Consumer Affairs Depart-
ment to 40 mills, Rs 63,14,661 by
HAFED Panchkula to 36 mills and
Rs 1,25,36,937 by the Haryana State
Warehousing Corparation (HSWC) to
19 mills. Out of these 95 mills, maxi-
mum 51 are from Yamunanagar, 25
mills from Ambala, seven from Kar-
nal, five mills each from Panchkula
and Kurukshetra, one each from
Kaithal and Fatehabad.

® Why was there a delay in early
days for starting CMR deliveries?
While CMR deliveries were sched-
uled to begin in November, several
issues caused delays. The delay in
finalisation of godown assignments
for receiving rice by the FCI, delay
in finalisation of the agency for
supply FRK to the millers were
among the key reasons behind the
delay in starting the CMR deliver-
ies. After the rice millers raised
these issues, the Food Corporation
of India (FCI) officially allowed the
millers to start deliveries only from
December 15, a full month after the
scheduled start.

® Why is the incentive important for
the rice milling sector?

Karnal DFSC Anil Kumar says this
step will encourage efficiency and
timely procurement, strengthen
accountability in the milling
process, and support the seamless
functioning of the food supply chain.
Besides, it will also serve as a model
of best practices for other millers in
the state. '

® What does the government aim to
achieve through this initiative?
Kumar claims the initiative is part
of the state government’s broader

efforts to encourage millers to -

deliver CMR on time, which will
further enhance food security and
maintain a smooth and efficient
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Don'tallow anynationto dump surplus apple in India: Negi

TRIBUNE NEws SERVICE

SHIMLA, MAY 22
Hortieulture Minister Jagat

-Singh Negi today said that -

the Central Government
would need to take a stand
against any country frying to
dump its surplus apple in
India. “As per the World
Trade Organisation agree-
ment, we need to import
some quantity of apple from
different countries. But if any
“eountry likke the US~wwants .to
dump its surplus produce in

~ India, we will have to take a

stand against it,” Negi said
while talking to mediaper-
sons at the Apple Conclave
organised by the Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry (CII),
Himachal Pradesh, at Kufri.
Negi said that while apple
import from Turkey should
be banned, the government
should not succumb to the
US pressure to reduce tariff
on its apple. “The Central
Government has already

“reducedrduty .onthe=US::

apple from 70 per cent to 50

per cent and US president
Donald Trump is talking
about the duty reduction to
‘zero. We need to protect our
local growers,” he added.
The conclave brought
together policymakers, hor-
ticulture experts, industry
leaders and several progres-
sive apple growers from the
state to deliberate on the
future of the apple economy
in the Himalayan region.
Negi underscored the

importance'of: standardised |

packaging to improve the

marketability and competi-
tiveness of Himachal's
apple. He assured the stake-
holders that the state gov-
ernment was actively explor-
ing the inclusion of the
trellis support system for
high-density = plantations
under subsidy schemes —
an initiative that would
encourage small and mar-
ginal farmers to adopt high-

-5

signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with
Griba Nursery, Italy, to pro-
vide farmers with high-
yielding, certified apple cul-
tivars at subsidised rates.
Sanjay Suri, vice-chair-
man, CII (Himachal Pradesh
State Council), reaffirmed
the confederation’s unwa-
vering support to the apple-
growing community. “The
CII remains deeply engaged
ratome ol Uoe woche. EeswEets

had in the state,” he said
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