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CAQM unveils 19-point plan

AheliDas

ahell das@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Commission for
Air Quality Management
(CAQM) in the National Capital
Region and adjoining areas on
Saturday announced a 19-step
directive for state governments
to eliminate stubble burning, a
key contributor to Delhi's annual
winter pollution crisis.

As part of the plan, each farm
across Punjab, Haryana, and
NCR districts of Uttar Pradesh
must be mapped with a pro-
posed mode of paddy stubble
management.

“The management strategy
may include crop diversification,
in-situ methods such as mulch-
ing and use of decomposers, or
ex-situ solutions like baling and
biomass use,” said a CAQM offi-
cial, who did not wish to be
named. “Each group of up to 50
farmers will be tagged to anodal
officer to ensure effective moni-
toring and implementation at

the ground level.”

Other major directions
include a gap analysis of Crop
Residue Management (CRM)
machinery availability, planning
for proper storage of paddy
straw bales to avoid losses due to
fire, and setting up robust supply
chains for transporting straw for
ex-situ use—such as in power

plants, packaging material or
brick kilns. District-level supply
chain management plans are to
be created across the region to
support these efforts.

Stubble burning, particularly
in October and November after
the paddy harvest, has long been

“ MONITORING &

to stamp out stubbl

MANAGEMENT INDUSTRY

« Mappingofall farmsfor | @ Use of paddy straw
tailored stubble management |  pellets/briquettes -
strategies VeI mandated in brick kilns, like

« Nodal officer for every 50 thermal power plants
farmers across all districts o Common procurement

« 'Parali Protection Force’ tobe |  rate for paddy straw across
formed at block/district level Punjab, Haryana, UP

PILOT PROJECTS
Set up a common boiler pilot
project using paddy straw

a major source of air pollution in
Delhi and NCR. Every winter,
smoke from tens of
thousands of fires in
Punjab, Haryana, and
western Uttar Pradesh

ENFORCEMENT & PENALTIES

o Evening patrols intensified during |
stubble burning season |

experts and environmentalists
have long warned that unless
stubble burning is
decisively tackled,
efforts to improve air
quality in Delhi will

combines with local S remain futile. i

emissions to create a . ] Taking note of the
toxic smog that chokes A]'R WE urgency and observing
the region, Despite BREATHE  the recommendations
repeated crackdowns, = submitted, the
subsidies, and techno- s Supreme Court,while
logical interventions, govern-  hearing the matter on April 3,
ments have failed to eliminate 2025, directed Punjab, Haryana,
the practice. Public health and Uttar Pradesh to constitute

CRM MACHINES

« Gap analysis and procure-
ment planning by Aug 2025

o Rent-free CRM machines for
small and marginal farmers ¢

« Optimal use of balers, rakers |
for ex-situ management ;

- o Adequate storage for f

collected paddy straw bales  ©

o Red Entries"in fand records and
EC fines for violators

state-level committees headed
by their Chief Secretaries to
monitor implementation of
CAQM's directives.

“Chief Secretaries of the States
shall submit monthly reports to
CAQM starting from June L,
2025. The report shall be sub-
mitted to CAQM by the 10th of
every calendar month,” the court
said, adding that CAQM may
approach the Court for further
directions based on these
reports.

To track progress, CAQM will

¢ burning

also establish an online platform
for real-time data reporting on
crop residue generation and its
utilisation, both in-situ and
ex-situ. [n addition, a pilot com-
mon boiler powered by paddy
straw will be installed in an
industrial estate to supply steam
to multiple units, demonstrating
a viable model for industrial use.

Among the most stringent
measures announced is the for-
mation of a dedicated “Parali
Protection Force™ at the district
and block levels. The task force
will include officers from police.
agriculture, and administrative
departments, and will be respon-
sible for strict monitoring and
enforcement

Patrolling during late evening
hours—the time when most
farm fires are set—will be inten-
sified. Citizens will also be
encouraged to report incidents
via social media platforms, and
authorities have been directed to
respond swiftly to these com-
plaints.

Farmers who continue to
burn stubble will face environ-
mental compensation (EC) pen-
alties and have “Red Entries”
marked in their farm records,
which could impact future sub-
sidies and benefits.

“In view of the compelling
need to control air pollution
from burning paddy straw, the
Commission hereby directs the
State Governments of Punjab,
Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh to

effectively implement their |

revised Action Plansin leterand |
spirit, focusing on the mandates |

issued by CAQM,” the directive
stated.



2461 bags of subsidised
urea seized fromillegal
godown in Yamunanagar

va KUMAR SHARMA
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
YAMUNANAGAR, MAY 10

The authorities of Haryana
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Department,
Yamunanagar, have found
2,461 bags of subsidised
agriculture-grade urea

allegedly kept at an unau- .

thorised godown in a vil-
lage of Yamunanagar dis-
trict.
_ The authorities of the
department have seized
the urea bags and sealed
the illegal godown.
Aditya

ture:(DDA), Yamunanagar,

got information that sub-

urea had been stocked in

an unauthorised godownat
ries are using subsidised

Tajakpur village of Yamu-
nanagar district.

A team headed by Dabas
visited the spot on Thurs-
day and found 2,461 bags of
subsidised agriculture-
grade urea in the godown.

“The urea bags have been
seized and the godown was
sealed,” said Dabas.

He said that they were
making efforts to the stop

Pratap - Dahas,

Deputy Director of Agricul-  cialist of

Subsidised ureds rate
is much lower than
that of technical urea

the illegal sale of sub-
sidised agriculture urea in
the district.

“Our teams are working
continuously to stop the
illegal sale of subsidised
urea,” said Dabas.

Krishan Kumar, SHO,
Sadar police station, Yamu-
nanagar, said that on the
complaint of Harish Pan-
day, Subject Matter Spe-
Agriculture
Depart,ment a caseé was

-- registered agalnst the own-

sidised agrlcultura-grade “+ers of the godown.

Ttis’ alleged that owners of
a number of plywood facto-

agriculture-grade urea ille-
gally to prepare glue, which
is used as an adhesive to
prepare plywood products.

The rate of subsidised
agriculture- -grade urea (Rs
266.50 per bag of 45 kg) is
much lower than that of
technical-grade urea (Rs
2,200-Rs 2,400 per bag of
50 kg).




Nutritional ‘cake’ for cows

"1 o mark Union Power Minister ML Khattar’s 71st birth-

_day, a unique celebration took place at Shri Krishna
Gaushala in Karnal, where special a nutritional “cake”
made from dalia and cow fodder was prepared and offered
- tocows. The cake-cutting ceremony was led by Karnal MLA
Jagmohan Anand and Mayor Renu Bala Gupta.




98.91% wheat lifted from grain

markets in Yamunanagar dist
3,15,080 MT of produce purchased till May 10

SHIVKUMAR SHARMA
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
YAMUNANAGAR, MAY 11
A total of 9891 per cent of
- wheat has been lifted from all
- 13 grain markets (mandis) of
Yamunanagar district. The
procurement agencies have
purchased 3,15080 metric
tonne of (MT) crop till May 10.
Last year, atotal 0f2,99,207 MT
of wheat had been purchased. -
According to information,
3,11,660 MT (9891 %) of
wheat has been lifted in the
district, out of 3,15,080 MT of
wheat purchased in the grain
markets of the district,
Though entire stock has
been lifted from Yamunana-
gar and Radaur grain mar-
kets, 99.90 per cent of wheat
has been lifted from
Rasulpur grain market, 99.69
per cent from Ranjeetpur
grain market, 99.57 per cent
from Jagadhri grain market,
99.42 per cent from Bilaspur
grain market, 99.31 per cent
from Saraswati Nagart gfram
er cent from
ekt L narket, 99,16
Jathlana grain ;
t from Kharwan grain
perees er cent from
market, 98.96 per et
graimn mar »
Pratap Nagar flom gl e
98.52 per i1 ‘market,
Chhachhrauli gral

Wheat procured at Jagadhri mandi in Ya_ﬁlil;lanagar,

98.03 per cent from Gumtha-
la Rao grain market and
94.11 per cent from Sadhaura
grain market.

According to information,
50,073 MT of wheat, highest,
has been procured from Prat-
ap Nagar mandi. Jagadhri
grain market stands second
with procurement of 45743
MT of wheat and Radaur
grain market ranks third with
procurement of 42,6560 MT of
wheat in the district. .

Deputy Commissioney
Parth Gupta said wheat was

bejngpurchased smoothly at
Rs 2425 per quintal He

“d the procurement
agencies to 1ift purchased
Wheat from grain markets at
the earljest ‘

€ Instrycted officers con-
“eImed to pay special atten-
lion tg facilities like drink.
Ing Water, cleanliness, toilet
d electricity in the grain
arkets 5o that farmers,
COMmission agents
@rthiyas) and labourers did

Not have to face any problem
Mthe grain markets.
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Closure noticesissued to 9 0f32

Pollutingbleach unitsin Pani

;'nmm;mu-

. & Major Ctackdown on
dustrig] bollution, the

]

Open land,
These bleaching Units,
engaged in.

» @It operating
the Consent to
) or Consent
to Operate (CTO) from the
HSPCB and lack any effy,.
ent treatment fa cilities,
€ crackdown was initiat-
ed following a February 2024
complaint by Delhi-based
environmentalist  Varun
" Gulati, who alleged that ille-
. 8al bleach houses were func-
tioning in ryral pockets of
Panipat. “These bleach hous-
€s use highly acidic sub-
stances and chlorine, and
discharge untreated effluent
into the environment, caus-
ing serious ecological harm,”
Gulati said in his complaint.
"The complaint ‘listed loca-
tions, including Naultha,

12 MAY 2025

Environmenta] damage feared as hundreds
ofunlicensed firmg Continue to operate
e *Har'm,xd&.w«ahwm
Dahm;Binjhol, Balana, Paldi, Israng and Panipat. The
Kmar, i 1, Maandi, joint team Surveyed areag
Israna, ‘Gwalda, Pardhana, across Samalkha, Dahar,
Chamrara, Naara, and other Kurgr, Nara, ang Israna,
villages where such unitswere and confirmed the Presence
operating without oversight,  of 32 illegal units, '
Respondjng to the com- A senior HSPCB official,
Plaint, Deputy Commis-

sioner Virender Kumar
Dahiya constituted a spe-
cial task force comprising
the Regional Officer of
HSPCB, District Town
Planner (DTP), XEN Water
Services Division, and
Tehsildars of Samalkha,

speaking on condition of
anonymity, revealed that
over 10 of these units are

located near Drain Number- '

2, which flows into the Yamuy.-
na. “They are discharging
untreated chemical water
into the drain, directly con-
tributing to pollution in the

HAR|

_‘—'——_‘_‘—'————_______
Yamuna ” the official saig.
» I its report,
Units as a major
Source of drain and riyer pol-
lution, and also ed the
Presence of hundreds of other
lllegal bleach houses still in
oOperation across the district.
It has recommendeq forming
a dedicated task force to |
Inspect and seal remgiy;
units. “Closure noticeshaye
been served to nine illega] |
bleach houses, and show-
cause notices haye heen

sent to 23" said Bhupen,
Chah Pender
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... ‘lj;‘-uhbbanna Ayyapp_an :
CAR ex—chif;f
found deadIn
Cauveryriver

‘wrmer Director General of the
ndian Council of Agricultural
Shri  awardee  Subbanna
Ayyappan has been found dead
n the Cauvery river near Sri-
rangapatna, the police said.

People found his body float-
ing in the river on Saturday
and it was retrieved.

Ayyappan (70) was an agricul-
ture and fisheries (aquaculture)
scientist, and was the first non-
crop scientist to head the ICAR.

According to the police, his
two-wheeler was found on the
river bank and it is suspected
thathe might have jumped into
the river. However, only investi-
gation can determine the cause
ofhis death, the police said.

Ayyappan was a resident of
Vishweshwara Nagar Industri-
al Area of Mysury and his fam-
ﬂy,ﬁled d complaint with the
yidy?ran}'ﬂpurajn police sta-
Uon in Mysury, stating that he
had gone missing on May 7.

He used to do meditation
often at the Saibaba ashram
Caut;ed On the banks of the

Sy
policeegid_ Emp'c;{llgapama, the
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NEW DELHI
TUESDAY
MAY 13, 2025

Zia Haq

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government
expects robust fertiliser demand
due to an earlier-than-expected
and abundant monsoon, an offi-
cial said after a review on Mon-
day, adding the country will pro-
vide additional subsidy to farm-
ers if required for the upcoming
kharif or summer-sown season.

Millions of farmers are pre-
paring to plant an array of crops,
such as rice, corn, soya and
pulses. The summer season
accounts for nearly half of the
annual food production in the
world’s most populous country.

According to the India Mete-
orological Department, mon-
soon rains are expected to hit
India’s Southern coast on May

demand; govt

sufficient fertiliser stocks.

27, five days early, which augurs
well for bumper harvests. The
rains begin their onset on the
coasts of Kerala and typically
cover the whole country by mid-
July. IMD had last month pre-
dicted above-average monsoon
rain for the second straight year.

“Early monsoon rains will

trigger sowing of crops, espe-

Early monsoon to up fertiliser
may hike subsidy

cially rice in large swathes.
There are sufficient stocks of fer-
tiliser and seeds. Any additional
need for subsidies to farmers
will be met,” a second official
who took part in the meet said.
On January 1, the Union Cabi-
net cleared a fresh tranche of fer-
tiliser subsidy to cushion higher
global prices due to geopolitical
uncertainties. Then, the govern-
ment signed off on a proposal to
top up the subsidy allocation for
di-ammonium phosphate (DAP),
a widely used fertiliser, with an
additional outlay of 33,850 crore.
Under the NBS policy, the gov-
ernment offers a fixed rate of
subsidy on a per kg basis for
Crop nutrients containi nitro-
gen. phosphate, potash and g1

Phur to shield f: :
maret Drices.anners from high



} REQUIEM FOR YALA

[- Lol
Mourners, plaques and a warning: Funerq| |

N

held after Himalayan glacier declared deqq

to carTy a plaque wj
Jayashree Nandi b Ao sn:gli}";‘”
letters@hindustantimes.com in its memory, ison
EW DELHI: Glaciologists and Plaques bearing hig

:::cal communities mourned the  alsosit at the site of th;ﬂwef;?g:
loss of Nepal's Yala glacier, first gl_at:ter funeral, whig took
believed to be the first Nepalese  place in Magnason's natiy, jce.
glacier to be declared “dead.” land ml2019. for OK Glackr and

Locals and glaciologists from  at the site of the funeral for Ayol-
four countries — Nepal, India, oco glacier in Mexico 12021, |
China and Bhutan, in the Hindu  Funerals have also beenheld for
Kush Himalayas (HKH) gathered  the Swiss Pizol glacier in2019, |
to mark the accelerating disap-  Clark glacier in Oregonin2020,
pearance of Nepal's YalaGlacier  and Basodino glacier inSwitzer-
in Langtang, Nepal on Monday  land in 2021

according to a statement by
Kathmandu based International

and the third glacier worldwide

In 2021, ICIMOD, with the
United Nations, markedthe dis-

: Centre for Integrated Mountain  appearance of Lemlh?-ff Gl:s
ce : g ' Development (ICIMOD). cier, in Bhutan, whliike:ut- -
A tribute held in Nepal for one of the Hindu Kush mou Yala is the first glacierin Asia  wiped out by glacil
range’s most-studied rivers of ice. JITENDRA RAI BAJRACHARYA/ICIMOD

burst flood in 2017. PE
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Locals and glaciologists from fou

r countries in the Hindu Kush

Himalayas (HKH) gather to mark the disappearance of

Yala glacier in Langtang, Nepal, on Monday.

{ NEPAL

Glaciologists, local

communities mourn
loss of Yala glacier

Jayashree Nandi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Glaciologists and
local communities mourned the
loss of Nepal's Yala glacier,
Jbelieved to be the first Nepalese
glacier to be declared “dead”.
Locals and glaciologists from
four countries — Nepal, India,
China and Bhutan — in the Hindu
Kush Himalayas (HKH) gathered
to mark the accelerating disap-
pearance of Yala Glacier in Lang-
tang, Nepal on Monday accord-
ing toa statement by Kathmandu-
based International Centre for
Integrated Mountain Develop-
ment (ICIMOD). .
Yala is the first glacier in 3:$
third glacier
?;Ert;}z plaqﬁle with words by
author Cos! Mb i nhl‘n
: "oy, Plaques bearing his
lrt:gl;?:gsa sitat the site of the
1d's first glacier funeral,
wor k place in Magnason’s
wh fChlﬁzn. P in 2019, for OK Gla-
native gite of the funeral
lo¢ gﬂéfacier in Mexico in
for Ayolotl 2, have also been
wiss Pizol glacier in
4rk glacier in Oregon in
2012% C;‘:r sodino glacier in
2020, i 2021
witzeria? ’qzmm). with the
) w021 (o] /
02 " ons, marked the dis-
' Sufumthang_ﬁ lacier,
appearaﬂ whj;,'h was wiped Lll:ll
in Bhuw::l'l Jake outburst flood in
ag

held for

ragla
22)17- ones left at the Pa:-t‘ of
The YT r carry messages by
(he yala sanjushree Thapgy

authoT2 e Magnason, i
wo 1d[l:il;;;?i and locally spe.

z’on;l's inscripton reads;

M ®

“A message to the future: Yala gla-
cier is one of 54,000 glaciers in
the Hindu Kush Himalayas, most
of which are expected to vanish
this century due to global warm-
ing. This monument is tg
acknowledge that we know what
is happening and what needs to
be done. Only you know if we did
it. May 2025 426ppm CQ2
per million of carbon dioxide jn
the atmosphere].”

Thapa's inscription .
“Yala, where the gods dlearl;]eaqi
in the mountains, where the pglq
is divine. Dream of life ip poey
sediment, and snow, in the I
verising of ice and earth, ip H‘[l)li 3
water pools the colour of q
Dream. Dream of a glacjar Ay
the civilisations d““-'hstr and
Entire ecosystems; gyp own sam,
nance. The cosmog, And Suste-
we know and all that we la]l u_lﬁt

Yala has shrupg 6 SR
retreated 784m Slnce!’ 6% and
measured in the 197 1twas firg
people, inclugiy N
monks and e mb
community, gy, elaci
from Bhutap, Chiy Cierp
Nepal Complegeq 14,
high-altitude ypoy &

Pﬂlgu_aut" trib

ing Uf.[he h ang g,
Bl whiy St
WIEre the glan:
Yala jg u:glacler Stag

ICIMOD




} NO POLLUTING GREENHOUSE GASES, MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT

UK lab promises air-con

——————
Agence France-Presse
e
letters@hindustantimes.com

CAMBRIDGE, UK: The soft, waxy
“solid refrigerant” being investi-
gated in a UK laboratory may not
look very exciting_. but its_unumal
pmpe]“ﬂ.es promise an air-condi-
tioning revolution that could
eliminate the need for green-
house gases.

The substance’s temperature
can vary by more than 50 degrees
Celsius under pressure, and
unlike the gases currently used in
appliances, it does not leak. “They
don’t contribute to global warm-
ing, but also they are potentially
more energy efficient,” Xavier
Moya, a professor of materials
physics at $e University of Cam-

, S

Approximately two billion air-
conditioner units are in use
Wworldwide, and their number is

as the planet warms,

and energy con-
Sumption, the emissions associ-
ated with them are also increas-
_Ing each yeqr, according to the

A staff holds a barocaloric
material used by Barocal in
their solid state cooling
technology in Cambridge
University, on May 9.

AFP

International Energy Agency
(IEA).

Moya has been studying the
Pproperties of these plastic crystals
in his laboratory at the prestig-
ious UK university for 15 years.

On his work surface, a large
red and grey machine, topped
with a cylinder, tests how the
temperature of a substance
changes under pressure.

@D i .

The aim is to identify the best
refrigerants among this class of
materials, which are already used
by the chemical industry and are
relatively easy to obtain, even if
the exact composition of the crys-
tals eventually selected remains
secret. The phenomenon is invisi-
ble to the naked eye, but these
crystals are composed of molecu-
les that spin on their own axis.

When the substance is
squeezed, that movement stops
and the energy is dissipated in the
form of heat.

When released, the substance
cools its surroundings in what is
known as the “barocaloric effect”.
“We're expecting demand for air
conditioning to increase hugely,
globally, between now and 2050,”
Cliff Elwell, a professor of build-
ing physics at University College
London, told AFP.

He believes barocaloric solids
have the potential to be as effi-
cient as gas, if not more so.

Alongside his research at Cam-
bridge, Moya founded the startup

Barocal in 2019 to turn his

[N PR |

ditioning revolution

research group's discoveries into
tangible products,

The first air-conditioner proto-
type is the size of a large suitcase
and hums quite loudly when a
hydraulic circuit increases or
decreases the pressure inside the
tour crystal-filled cylinders, But it
works. A small refrigerator is
attached to the system, and the
cans of soda inside are perfectly
chilled,

The prototype has “not really
been optimised yet for either
mass, volume, or even sound”,
acknowledged Mohsen Elabbadi,
a materials engineer at Barocal.

But the performance of the
units they are working to perfect

will evenmually be comparable
with those running on gas, he
promised.

Barocal hopes to launch a first
product on the market within
three years, according to com-
mercial director Florian Schabus.

These will initially be cooling
units for *large shopping centres,
warehouses, schools” and even
“data centres”, he said.




" LTIMindtree bags its largest ag

Jas Bardia

jas.bardia@livemint.com

BENGALURU: LTIMindtree Ltd
secured its largest deal from
Archer-Daniels-Midland Co.
(ADM), a Chicago-based food
processing and commodities
trading company, three people
with knowledge of the matter
told Mint. This makes it the sec-

ond mid-cap information tech-

nology (IT) services provider
after Coforge Ltd to bag its larg-
est contract since January.

The country’s sixth-largest IT
outsourcer a seven-year
deal valued at $450 million,
according to a LTIMindtree
press release on Monday. To be
sure, LTIMindtree did not dis-
iclose the name of the client in
IS press release. As part of the
:lheal, I-T.Eﬁindm would handle
the agribusiness company’s IT
infrastructure, manage its soft-
Ware_s,. and pI'Dvide CYbEI‘SECw

DO -0

LTIMindtree will get about $64 mn from Archer-Daniels-Midland

annually.

rity services.

This implies that the IT servi-
ces company would get about
$64 million on an average from
the client annually. That trans-
lates to at least a 1.4% full-year
growth for LTIMindtree, which
ended the 12 months through
March 2025 with $4.49 billion
in revenue,

s 2
iz z g

Queries emailed to LTIMind-
tree and ADM on Monday went
unanswered until press time.

ADM ended the 12 months
through December with $85.53
billion in revenue, down 8.95%
on a yearly basis because of
lower sales prices. About 78% of
its revenue comes from ‘Ag Ser-
vices and Oilseeds’ segment,

ribiz deal

which includes the originatiop,
merchandising, transportation |
and storage of agricultural ray |
materials, and the crushing and
processing of oilseeds. The com- |
pany has close to 44,043
employees. To put this in per-
spective, the company is 19
times the size of LTIMindtree
and has almost half the number
of employees of its software ser-
vice provider.

This is the second instance of |-
an Indian software services pro- |
vider, earning between $1 billicn .|

and $5 billion in annual reve-

nue, bagging its largest contract
in less than three months.

Coforge, India’s eighth-larg-,
est IT services firm, won a
13-year deal worth $1.56 billiont
from Sabre Corp., a Southlake,
Texas-based travel technology,
company, in March. Coforge
would handle Sabre’s software
product delivery and execute
Al-led tasks for it.

®



Natural disasters increase *!=:

displaced

displacements in India

Millions of people were displaced in India due to natural disasters

in 2024, an Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre report said e -"%@" . ;,.
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Bengal West Bengal was hit sarlier in the
year by Cyclone Remal, which formed in the
Bay of Bengal on May 24 and triggered =T
| around 208,000 displacements. W e

Landslides force evacuations

Tripura recorded its worst monsoon in more than 40 years, with
heavy rains causing landslides in more than 2,000 locations in
mid-August, which altogether triggered 315,000 displacements,
one of the highest figures on record for this hazard type.

- Displacements
due to conflicts

India recorded 1700 displacements dueto | o
violence, fewer than the at least 67,000 ___:r_"_‘
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f | f;l;:'RT: ;J-\;VN_ERS/ DRIVERS OF END-OF-LIFE VEHICLES
No Fuel to End-of-Life (EOL) Vehicles

® W.e.f. 1s;<:l+uly 202
N Y Y e Y
QI

Direction: Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM), vide
direction no 89, dated 23.04.2025, has directed that all EOL vehicles
identified through ANPR cameras/other such devices installed at fuel
pump stations shall be denied fuel w.e.f. 01.07.2025, in the NCT of
Delhi. Also, immediate legal action to be taken against such EOL
vehicles, including impounding & further disposal in accordance with
RVSF Rules 2021/other extant policies of the Government.

Violating vehicles identified through ANPR cameras/other monitoring
mechanisms installed at fuel stations/traffic junctions across Delhi, shall
be DENIED fuel, besides other legal actions under the Motor Vehicles
Act, 1989.

Violating Petrol/Diesel/CNG Pumps Owners found supplying fuel to
EOL vehicles may also face fines/imprisonment under Section 192 of
the Motor Vehicles Act, 1989.

What is an End-of-Life (EOL) Vehicle?

® No longer validly registered vehicles, whether running on Petrol,
CNG or Diesel fuel.

® Petrol vehicles more than 15 years old and Diesel vehicles more
than 10 years old.
Advice: Use relief window till 30th June, 2025 to get a No Objection

Certificate from the Transport Department to take EOL vehicles outside
NCR, or get such vehicles scrapped.

Issued in Public Interest
Transport Department

Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi
DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0046/25-26
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| BUREAU OF INDIAN STANDARDS

| (Ministry of Consumers Affairs, Food & Public Distribution)
The National Standards Body of India

| | - 5\‘ : ‘I'~"1' E f E f“Uli"“J

SUSMMAB!LHY SAFETY STYLE
Faridabad Branch Office !

| | presents

MANAK MANTHAN,

| ~on Plastic Packag ”mg for Food Préducts

\ « Understand the latest s’rudnards and. regula’nons for plastic packaging
\ * Learn about the importance of plastic packaging
| « Network with industry experts and stakeholders
i . Ehhunce your knowledge and skills to improve product-quality and reliability
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Developed Agriculture Sankalp Abhiyan to
run in more than 7 00 dlstrlcts across Indla

Developed Agriculture Sankalp
Abhiyan will be run across the
country by the Union Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
and [CAR. Union Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare and Rural De-
velopment Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said that this campaign
will start from May in more than
700 districts and will run till 12
June. During this period, agricul-
ture scientists and officers and
employees of the ministry will
form teams with local agricul-
tural workers and will visit differ-
ent villages every day to directly

. rF s F 9 pe—

communicate with the farmers ercise is being done to realise the

and make them more aware about  mantra of “Lab to Land” given by
farming at their level. All this ex- PM Narendra Modi.
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DC directs officials to
ensure cleanliness at

Rewari grain markets

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

REWARI, MAY 13
Deputy Commissioner

Abhishek Meena has direct-
od officials to ensure cleanli-
ness and a hygienic environ-
ment in all grain markets
across the district. He empha-
sised that no area of the mar-
kets should appear dirty and
instructed them to strictly
monitor the areas to maintain
the sanitation standards.

The directions were issued
during a meeting held on
Tuesday with local officials

from various departments, -

focusing on the cleanliness
and management of the grain
markets in the district.

The DC  specifically
instructed that daily cleaning
of roads and sheds must be
carried out in the Rewari
grain market. He also direct-
ed the procurement agencies
concerned to ensure the
prompt lifting of wheat and
mustard after the complefion
ofthe purchasing process.

He urged both the market

COmmittee and commission

agents (arhtiyas) fo maintain

cleanliness at their respective
locations within the grain
market and engure that no

Barbage is spread
anywhere
in the market premises,

To ensure convenience for
farmers, Meena said the mar-
ket committee should oper-
ateinamanner that supports

Deputy Commissioner Abhishek Meena drected procurement

agencnesto ensure meprompt Ilfhngofwheatand mustard.

farmers and prevenis any
form of mconvenience.

The DC also issued strict
instructions to municipal
officials to take action
against shopkeepers who fail
to dispose of waste in desig-
nated dustbins. “Offenders
are to be fined if found
dumping garbage improper-
ly” he added.

Meena fiirther directed that
the cleanliness of public toi-
lets in the grain markets
should be maintained regu-
larlyy. He instructed the
Municipal Coungcil to include
door-to-door waste collection
in the upcoming ‘tender
process. Garbage collection
vehicles must collect waste

from dustbins every evening
without fail.

The DC also stressed the
need to prevent illegal park-
ihg within grain market
premises and asked officials
to keep a close check on such
activities. He announced that
surprise inspections of grain
markets would be conduct-
ed, and any lapse in cleanli-
ness or management would
lead to action against the
responsible officials.

“Farmers should not face
any inconvenience while vis-
iting the mandis. All neces-
sary facilities must be
ensured to maintain a clean,
organised and farmer-friend-
ly environment,” said he said.




Low vields and slow uptake to

Vijay Roy &
Dhirendra Kumar

vijay.roy@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: India is changing
the way rice is cultivated. The
government plans to implement
a technique known as direct
seeding of rice (DSR) in over 10
million hectares of farmland as
part of its strategy to shift
towards more sustainable agri-
cultural practices and reduce
carbon emissions.

The move is aimed at align-
ing with India’s broader climate
goals, particularly efforts to
reduce emissions from rice
farming, a water- and energy-in-
~ tensive crop. However, the initi-
ative faces two challenges: low
yields and reluctance of farmers
to accept the method of rice cul-
tivation in about 25% of the
country's paddy fields. Yet, offi-
cials are hopeful the benefits of
DSR will eventually help over-

come this resistance.

"Direct seeding of rice is a
water-saving and climate-smart
alternative. We identified 10
million hectares where this can
be scaled up. The challenge now
is to close the productivity gap

test India’s green rice plans

with research-led solutions,”
said Dr M.L. Jat, secretary in the
Department of Agricultural
Research and Education and
director-general of the Indian

Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR).
Traditionally, rice sowing
involves several steps like pre-
paring the nursery, ploughing,
puddling and transplanting
seedlings in flooded fields.
Puddling—mixing of water
and soil for cultivation—is an
environmental concern as it
leads to the release of methane,

a potent greenhouse gas. DSR
refers to a cultivation method
where seeds are sown directly in
the field without transplanting
seedlings, thus saving water,
labour and time compared to
traditional methods.

This shift to DSR is part of the
union agriculture ministry’s
policy to reduce area under
conventional paddy cultivation,
currently at 43.42 million hec-
tares, the highest ever. DSR can
cut water consumption up to
35% and curb methane emis-
sions by 30%.




Inagigniﬁcantimprwmnmt
in fire-related incidents, Kar-
nal district recorded an
almost 80 per cent decline in
such incidents during the
- current wheat harvesting
.. season compared to the pre-.
As per the data shared by
the Agriculture and Farm-
ers Welfare Department,
;n  only 57 cases of fire-related
ds incidents were reported
he during the 2025 wheat har-
he vesting season, compared
nd to 284 incidents last year.
n-  Officials attributed
majority of such incidents to
sh  accidental causes, including
s electrical short circuits, sparks
h from harvesting machinery
> and human negligence dur-
| ing harvesting activities.
~ The sharp decline is being
seen as a result of enhanced
awareness drives, stricter
enforcement of safety pro-
tocols and timely coordina-
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. department,
the-

tion between the fire
agriculture
officials and the local
administration.

-“Campaigns focused on
educating farmers about fire
prevention measures,
including not to burn stub-

proper maintenance of har-
vesting equipment have
yielded visible results,” said

Wazir Singh, Deputy Direc-.
tor Agriculture (DDA).
He credited the use of mod-

ern harvesting techniquesand

increased vigilance by village- .
level committees as playing a
vital role in fire prevention.
Singh also noted that 80
teams, under the supervision
of seven supervisors, were
constituted. These teams
launched extensive cam-
paigns to educate farmers
about the ill-effects of stubble

Inthe current wheat harvest-
“ing season, Haryana has also
Tecorded a decline in fire- ,
related incidents, with 1,055
cases reported this season
_;.mmparedtozmdtlﬁhg_, :
 the same period last year.
burning and measures to pre-
vent accidental fires.

“The fall in fire cases is
encouraging and shows that
mlrjointeffortswiththet'arm-
ing community, awareness
campaigns and  quick

mechanisms are

Meanwhile, fire
department remained on
high alert throughout the
harvesting period to ensure
rapid response to any emer-
gencies. The DDA said dur-
ing the paddy harvesting
season in 2024, fire inci-
dents also declined signifi-
cantly, with only 95 cdses
reported compared to 126 in
2023 and 305 in 2022.
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Govtagencies procure
3.18lakhMT ofwheat

YAMUNANAGAR, MAY 16
Government agencies have
procured 3,18,523 MT wheat
from all 13 grain markets of
Yamunanagar district.

Qut of this, 3,17,644 MT
wheat was lifted from -the
grain markets till May 15.

During the correspon-
ding period last year,
2,99,207 MT wheat was pur-
chased in the district.

As per available informa-
tion, 99.72 per cent wheat was
lifted from the grain markets.
tillMay 15. '

As per the records of the
District Food Civil Supplies
and Consumer Affairs Con-
troller, Yamunanagar, 100 per
cent wheat was lifted from .
seven grain markets.
Bilaspur, Jathlana, Khar-

wan, Radaur, Ranjeetpur,
Rasulpur and Yamunanagar

in markets witnessed cent
per cent lifting.

Over 99 per cent wheat
was lifted from the remain-
ing six grain markets —
Chhachhrauli, Gumthala
Rao. Jagadhri, Pratap
Nagar, Saraswati Nagar
and Sadhaura.

An arthiya said it was a
major relief. for farmers and
arthiyas that most of the pro-
cured wheat had been lifted
from grain markets.

“The responsibility of the
procured wheat lies with the
arthiyas until it is lifted from
the grain market. Farmers get
payments only after wheat is
lifted from the grain market,”
another arthiya said. — TNS

Mere éyewash:YadaV q_uestions.._
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toissue pressreleases attacking
every government move.
Kapoor assertéd that traders are
finally feeling reassured under
the leadership of Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta and that the BJP
has been more proactive than
any previous government.

“In just the past three
months, CM Rekha Gupta,
Delhi BJP president Virendra

traders. more times than
Arvind Kejriwal did in five'
years,” said Kapoor. Hesaid the
trio had attended many trader
events, including the CAIT
conference at Bharat Manda-
pam, where they promised
simplification of GST norms.
He claimed there .was
“strong enthusiasm” among
traders for the initiative and
expressed confidence that the
board would not only support

trader welfare but also. wark.
Khandelwal have -met. with ' + towards beautifying markets_{~
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