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India clinches free 
trade deal with UK 

Rezaul H Laskar and 
Rajeev Jayaswal 
letters @hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: India and the UK on 
Tuesday clinched a free trade 
agreement (FTA) that will boost 
Indian exports of textiles, 
leather and engineering goods 
and cut levies on British whisky, 
automobiles and medical devi 
ces, and which Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said, would 
catalyse trade, investment and 
job creation. 

The deal between the world's 

fifth and sixth largest econo 
mies was finalised three years 
after Modi and his former Brit 
ish counterpart Boris Johnson 

set a target of concluding the 
FTA by October 2022. Since 
then, the negotiations were 
affected by differences on a 
range of issues, including tariffs 
on alcohol and automobiles and 

mobility of Indian profession 
als, and political turmoil in the 
UK. 

The deal, concluded amid 

global economic turmoil trig 
gered by US President Donald 

Trump's tariff regimes, could be 
a precursor to similar agree 
ments with other nations, 

including the US. India is cur 
rently negotiating FTAS with 
the EU, the US, Oman, Peru and 
New Zealand. 

The FTA is Britain's most sig 
nificant trade deal since its exit 
from the European Union (EU) 
in 2020. 

Modi announced the FTA's 

finalisation after a phone call 
with British Prime Minister Keir 

Starmer, saying in a social 
media post: "In a historic mile 
stone, India and the UK have 
successfully concluded an 
ambitious and mutually benefi 

Where the benefits lie 
MPORTS FROM U.K. THAT WILL GET CHEAPER 
DUE TO TARIFF CUTS OR VWAIVERS 
Whisky, gin: 

Tariff to fall from 150% 
to 75%. To fall to 40% 
after 10 years. 
Automobiles: 
Tariff to fall from 100% 
to 10% ina quota 

Animal products 
Vegetables/oil products 

Processed food 
OFootwear 

Clothing 
Artwork 

Gems andjewellery 
Armsandammunition 

Path to a deal 

Soft drinks 
Chocolate 

cial Free Trade Agreement, 
along with a Double Contribu 
tion Convention. 

Biscuits 

"These landmark agreements 
will further deepen our Com 
prehensive Strategic Partner 
ship, and catalyse trade, invest 
ment, growth, job creation, and 

Cosmetics 

EXPORTS FROM INDIA THAT WILL BENEFIT 
FROM ARIFF CUTS OR WAIVERS 

Automobiles 

Lamb 

Salmon 

CWood 
CPaper 

OGlass, ceramic 
OFurniture 

Sports goods 
CMinerals 
Chemicals 

Plastic 

January 13, 2021: India-UKFTA talks begin 

2022: Initial progress during Boris Johnson's 

tenure, but held up due to UK political upheaval 

February 2025: FTA talks resume after Keir 
Starmer takes office 

ORubber 

April9,2025 Finance minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman visits UK, meets Starmer 

May 2, 2025: Commerce miníster Piyush 
Goyal makes second visit to London, meets UK 
trade minister Jonathan Reynolds. 

Medical 
devices 

Electrical 
machinery 

Leather 
CMechanical 

machínery 
Electrical 
machinery 
Base metals 

OClocks 

Social security 
relief for 
indians in UK 
India and the UK also 
announced a social 
security pact, which 
will help indians 
working in Britain for 
a limited time avoid 
making double 
Contributions to social 
security funds. 

innovation in both our econo 
mies. I look forward to welcom 
ing PM Starmer to India soon." 

Starmer described the FTA as 

a "huge economnic win" for the 
UK and thanked Modi "for his 
decisive leadership in getting 

continued on>8 
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On April22, a group of heavily 
armed terrorists targeted tourists 
on the Baisaran grassland near 
Pahalgam. Twenty-six people 
were killed in the attack that was 
reminiscent of the heyday of ter 
rorism in the 1990s and 2000s 
and the worst to rock the country 
since the 2008 Mumbai terror 
attacks. Pakistan-based terror 
outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba's proxy, 
The Resistance Front, claimed 
responsibility for the attack that 
coincided with US vice president 
JD Vance's visit to India. New 
Delhi has since identified three 
Pakistani terrorists and tracked 
their digital footprints to under 
line Islamabad's role in the attack. 

With inputs from Neeraj Chauhan 

INDIA-UK TRADE 
the deal over the line", accord 
ing to a statement from 10, Down 
ing Street. Starmer emphasised 

1 the "need to go further and faster 
to get things done" and both lead 
ers noted the deal is the "biggest 
the UK has done since leaving the S EU, and the most ambitious India 
has ever done". 

"Strengthening our alliances 
and reducing trade barriers with 
economies around the world is 
part of our Plan for Change to deliver a stronger and more 
secure economy here at home." 
Starmer said, in an apparent ref 
erence to the economic turmoil 
created by the US administra 
tion's tariff policies. 

The FTA 0s an "ambitious deal" 
to boost jobs, exports' and 
national growth while allowing 
99% of Indian exports to benefit 
from zero �uty, India's commerce 
ministry said in a readout. It will 
open export opportunities for 
labour-intensive industries such 
as textiles, marine products, 
leather, footwear, sports goods, 
toys, gems and jewellery, and 
other imnportant sectors such as 
engineering goods, auto parts and 
engines and organic chemicals, it 
said. 

The deal will substantially 
improve the competitiveness of 
Indian goods in the UK vis-a-vis 
countries such as Vietnam and 
Bangladesh, officials said. Sensi 
tive items such as dairy and agri 
culture products, including 
apples and cheese, were excluded 
from the offer, they said. ion 

The FTA will also boost trade 
in services, such as IT and ITeS, 
financial and professional servi 
ces, other business services and 
educational services, while the 
DoubleContribution Convention 
will exempt Indian workers tem 
porarily in the UK and their 
employers from social security 
payments for three years, thus 
making Indian service providers 
more competitive in Britain, the 
statement said. 

This exemption will result in 
1 savings of around 20% of salaries 

and is expected to benefit more 
than 60,000 employees in the IT 

sector alone, while the total bene 
fits to Indian companies and 
employees is expected to exceed 
Rs 4,000 crore, officials said. 

The deal envisages "stronger 
strategic alignment and greater 
global mobility for aspirational 
young Indians", one of New 
Delhi's 's key demands. It will ease 
mobility for professionals such as 
contractual service suppliers, 
business visitors, investors, intra 
corporate transferees, and inde 
pendent professionals such as 
yoga instructors, musicians and 
chefs. The British government said there wouldn't be any change in its points-based immigration 
policy because of the deal. 

The breakthrough in the FTA 
negotiations followed two back 
to-back visits to the UK last week 
by commerce minister Piyush 
Goyal for meetings with British 
trade secretary Jonathan Reyn 
olds to push the talks across the 
finish line. The two sides 
relaunched negotiations two 
months ago after a hiatus of about 
a year because of general elec 
tions in both countries. 

three major trade deals with Aus 
Goyal, already credited with 

tralia, the United Arab Emirates 
and the European Free Trade 
Association since 2022, attributed 
the"historic milestone" to Modi's 
guidance and leadership. He said, 
"The India-UK FTA, along witha 
Double Contribution Convention, 
is a bold, future-ready step that 
will unlock growth, jobs, and 
innovation- accelerating our 
journeytowards Viksit Bharat 
2047. Atrue reflection of India's 
rising global economic stature.". 

The Indian siemieent also -said it secured com 
mitments on digitally delivered 

services for Indian 
especialyin professionrS, 

services 
such as architecture, engineering, 
computer-related services and 
telecommunication services. 

"India has ensured that non 
tariff barriers are suitably 
addressed to ensure free flow of 
goods and services and that they 
do not create unjustified restric 
tions to India's exports," the com 
merce ministry's statement said. 

The British government said 
there wil be reductions on 90% of 
Indian tariff lines, with 85% of 
them becoming fully tariff-free 
within a decade. Indian tariffs on 
British whisky and gin will be 
halved from 150% to 75% before 
being cut to 40% by the 10th year 
of the deal, while automotive tar 
iffs will go from more than 100% 
to 10% under a quota, it said.o 

Other British goods.to benefit 
from reduced tariffs include med 
ical devices, aerospace proaues cosmetics, lamb, ,electri 
cal machinery, soft drinks, choco 
late and biscuits. The UK will also 
liberalise tariffs on Indian clothes, 
footwear and food products, 
including frozen prawns. 

Indian officials didn't divulge 
finer details of the deal. Accord 

ing to experts, more than 60% of 
Indian merchandise already 

enters the British market at zero 

duty. The experts said a quota sys 
tem will be in place for certain 
items to check import influx of 
automobiles and whisky. 

"Real benefits will accrue to 
only 40% of Indian exports such 
as textiles and garments, where 
the average tariff is about 4% to 
10% depending on items. This 
may make Indian products more 
competitve than Vietnam and Sri 
Lanka. But gains and losses can 
be assessed only after the entire 
deal and tariff commitments are 
made public," one expert said, 
requesting anonymity. 

Two-way trade between India 
and the UK was worth about $57 
billion (£42.6 billion) in 2024, and 
the deal is expected to increàse 
trade by a further $34 billion 
(E25.5 bilion) by 2040. According 
to the UK government's latest 
data, India was Britain's llth larg 
est trade partner in 2024 and 
accounted for 2.4% of total UK 
trade. 

India's exports to the UK were 
worth $34 billion (£25.5 billion) in 
2024 (an increase of 10.1% com 
pared to the figures for 2023), and 
UK exports to India amounted to 
$22.8 billion (E17.1 billion) in 2024 
(an increase of 5.8% compared to 
the figures for 2023). 

The deal was welcomed by 
trade lobbies, with CIl president 
Sanjiv Puri saying: "This trans 
formative accord reflects our 
shared commitment to deepening 
economic ties, bolstering technol 

ogy collaboration, diversifying 
global supply chains, and foster 
ing a more business friendly envi 
ronment." 

HSBC group chairman Mark 
Tucker said:"Ata time ofheight 

ened global uncertainty, the need 
for trusted partnerships is clear. 
There is huge future potential for 
both India and the UK through 
this ambitious economic agree 

ment." 

NEW DELHI 
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MAY 07, 2025 

Ajay Srivastava, founder of the 
Global Trade Research Initiative 
(GTRI) noted that the FTA marks 

a strategic deepening of the 
$42-billion trade relationship, 

with real gains for Indian secto 
such as textiles, footwear, carpets 
cars and marine products, which 
currently facing UK tariffs of 49. 
to 16%."But the deal's true test lies 
in how the UK's Carbon Border 
Adjustment Mechanism (CBA 
is handled. If Indian exports sti 
face CBAM levies while UK goods 
enter India duty-free, it risks tum 
ing a balanced FTA into a one. 
sided bargain." 

PM ON INDIA'S WATERS 
ing the April 22 terror attack in 
Kashmir's Pahalgam that led to 
the killing of 26 tourists. India 
accuses Pakistan of playing a role 
in the terror attack. 

Modi's comments on Tuesday 
were the first since the govern 
ment suspended the Indus 
Waters Treaty. The treaty, medi 
ated by the World Bank in 1960 
allocates water from six rivers 
the Indus, Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi. 
Beas, and Sutlej--between India 
and Pakistan. 

The PM also said that the gov 
ernment in the last 10 years has 
taken several tough decisions 
that were in the nation's interest 
but were put on hold by previous 
governments owing to a lack of 
political will. 

Assochanm president Sanjay Nayar said the TA 2nd the D 
ble Contribution Convention are a 
"win-win for both nations" and 
will foster trade, investment and 
innovation, "We congratulate the 
Indian and UK governments for 
taking this initiative in the ever 
evolving global trade and invest- The PM said a country moves ment scenario," he said.5,forward when decisions are oniy Richard Heald: chair of the 
UK-India Businéss Council 
(UKIBC) said. the trade deal 
"reflects the deep trust, shared 
values and mutual ambition" that 
define the bilateral relationship. 
"Our members and clients are 
excited about the opportunities 
that will now open up. UKIBC 
remains committed to supporting 
businesses to navigate the new 
framework and fully realise the 
benefitsof this historic agree 
ment," he said. 

He said India has been under 
taking reforms but also actively 
engaging with the world and has 
made itself a vibrant trade hub. 
"To take big decisions, to achieve 
our goals, it is important that we 
put the country's interests on the 
top... Unfortunately for decades 
the thought process was other 
wise, and the country suffered a 
lot. There was a time when 
before taking any big decision, 
before taking any big step, it used 
to be said what will the world 
think. For various reasons, Such 
as votebank politics, et cetera, big 
reforms and big decisions were 
put on hold. No country can 
progress this way." he said. 

based on one parameter-coun 
try first. "In the last one decade, 
India has followed this policy of 
country first and today we are 
seeing the results. In the last 10-11 
years, the goverhment has taken 
big decisions one after the other 
that had been put on hold," he 
said. He cited the example of 
reforms in the banking sector, 
which he said is the spine of 
economy. He said before 2014, 
banks were on the brink of dire 
conditions, but today the banking 
sector is the strongest system in 

the world. 
"Banks are making record 

profit, and depositors are beneit 
ting from this because it has been 
possible because our government 
made constant reforms in the 
banking sector: In the interest of 
the country, we carried out the 
merger of smaller banks," he 
said. 



{ WATER WARS } 

Doing what we do to enemy: HC 
on P-Hry tussle over Bhakra 
HT Correspondent 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

CHANDIGARH: The Bhagwant 
Mann-led Punjab government 
on Tuesday told the Punjab and 
Haryana high court that while 
state police were deployed at 
the Nangal dam for security, 
they are not interfering with the 
operations of the Bhakra Beas 
Management Board (BBMB) 
and accused the opposing coun 
sel of "stating a bunch of lies". 

Exchanges between the two 
sides -Punjab on one and the 
BBMB, Haryana and the Union 
government on the other 
prompted the high court chief 
justice to caution the neigh 
bouring states against treating 

continued on>8 

SCgrants 'one more' chance to 
Hry, Punjab to resolve SYL issue 

Abraham Thomas 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Tuesday gave one 
more chance to the states of 
Punjab and Haryana to find 
an "amicable" solution for 
their long-standing dispute 
Over the construction of the 
Satluj Yamuna Link (SYL) 
canal, ordered by the top 
court in 2002, even as it criti 
cised Punjab for its "high 
handedness" in passing a law 

de-notifying the land meant 
for the canal in an attempt to 
defeat the 2002 verdict. 

The hearing came even as 
the two states are locked in a 
separate legal battle over 
water sharing, with Punjab 
disregarding the Bhakra Beas 
Management Board as well as 
the Union government, and 
refusing to share water with 
Haryana. The court was hear 
ing a suit filed by Haryana 
seeking implementation of the 
2002 order, PB 



NUMBER THEORY 

Who's backward? 
Whosnot? 

By Abhishek Jha and Roshan Kishore 
Who is economically privileged in India isa question which can evoke 

strong views. The empirical basis to answer this is not easy. India 

does not have official data on income distribution. The consumption 
expenditure survey, which is often taken as a proxy for income in 

India, significantly undercounts the rich. Sources such as the income 
tax returns database are released at a very summary level and do not 

lead to granular analysis. The problem becomnes worse when one 
needs to look at the relationship between economic affluence and 
caste. With the government's decision to hold a caste enumeration 

along with the new census, questions about the relationship between 
caste and economic afluence are bound to attract more interest. In 

this two-part series, HT has used some intuitive proxies to see 
whether economic affluence has any relationship with caste. The first 

part will use three proxies to track lack of economic affluence and 
caste and the second part will use other proxies to track the 

relationship between economic affluence and caste. 



Who is more likely to be doing MGNREGS 
work or working outdoors? 1: 

A lot of welfare benefits in India are allegedly cornered by people who do not need 
them (or so goes the popular narrative). When it comes to such things as subsidised 
provisioning of goods (food grains) or assets (houses or LPG cylinders) it makes 
economic sense for a not-eligible person to try and get them. However, there is one 
welfare scheme in India which is extremely unlikely to see non-deserving claimants. 
It is the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Schenme (MGN 
REGS) which entails doing manual work in villages for what are often lower than 
market minimum wages. Unles a person is really desperate and unskilled to �o any 
other work, it is unlikely that they would ever take up MGNREGS Work. 

ST 

Data from the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) asks people whether they 
worked in MGNREGS. While the overall share ofreported MGNREGS Workers is not 
very large responses were only sought on the basis of work done in the past week 
a comparison of social grouup wise relative sharesshows that Scheduled Tribe ST 
Schedued Caste(Se) andeven Other Backward ClasSses (OBES) have a much higher 
share of MGNREGS Workers than non-SeST-OBCS, Afmost a simiar trend can be 
seen in the relative share of casual workers (most insecure and least paying) and those who work outdoors (such as farmers in villages or street vendors in cities). 

Share in worker type relative to share in all workers 
CWS casual labour: MGNREG 

OTH 

152 

SC 149 

OBC 1.07 

0.23 

CWS casual labour: all 

L43 

1.65 

0.88 

049 

Usual status outdoor 
workers: Non-agricultural 

0.99 

1.53 

0.96 

0.64 

Usual status gutdoor wOrkers 
Incuding agricuitural work 

1.44 

1.06 

1 

0.74 

Data far MGNREG WOrk is collected onty in the current weekly status (CWS). Data on location of 
Warkplace is only collected in the usual status, Source: PLFS 202324 



2 

1.2 

0.9 

0.6 

The presence of malnourishment in 
children under five years, seen in 
indicators such as prevalence of stunting 
(low height for age) or wasting (low weight 
or height), is very likely to be a result of the 
economic inability of a family to buy 
Share i stunted and wasted under-five children relative to 
share in total under-five population 

0.3 

0,0 

Whose children are more likely to be 
malnourished? 

3 

SC 

ST 

OTH 1.97 

Data for MGNREG work is coljlected oniy in the current weekiy status (CWS). Data on location of 
workplace is only.collected in the usual status; Source: PLFS 2023-24 

OBC 0.14 

1.21 

1st generation household members 

0.49 

0.5 

10 
1.02 

SC 

Who is more likely to have a non-college edu 
cated family members in every generation? 

Education is perhaps the biggest factor in inter-generational upward mobility. Being 
born to parents who did not go to college is likely to be a big disadvantage in the next 
generation's professional advancenent. The NSSO report on Household Consump 
tion of Education in India allows us to look at the educationalqualification of 
household members in everygeneration The data shows that SC-ST groups have a 
large disadvantage when it comes to relative share in first generation household 

tage exists for younger cohörts members who went to college. While the disadvantage 
be (second and thirdgenerations) as well, it has come downcompared to the frst To I 

sure, the database does not have three generations (grandparents, parents, children) 

in every household, which is defined as a group that lives together and eats food 

from the same kitchen in NSSO surveys, rather th¡n a family. 

Share in college educated population relative to share in 21 
and above age group 

adequate food for their children. Data 
from the 2019-21 National Family and 
Health Survey (NFHS) shows that SC and 
ST childiren are more likely to suffer from 

wasting and stunting than non-sC-ST-OBC 
or even OBC children. 

156 

0.88 

0.67 

0-98 0.98 

Snd oeneration hous�hold membe 

0,48 

STUNTED WASTED 

OBC 

0.86 

MD 1 1 

1.46 

0.92 

3rd generation householdmenbers 

0.93 

OTHERS 
Source NFHS 2019-21 

0.66 

0.34 

Generation determined only from members in the samehousehold Source Household Social Consumption: Education in tndia (2017-18 

This is the first of a two-part series which tracks the role of caste in lack of economic affluence in India. The 

econd part will lookat the role of caste among the affluent in India. 
NewDelhi 
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WLNToNrE CA 

What is the purpose 
of Wednesday's drilI? 
It is meant to prepare citizens and 
authorities for emergency, war-like 
situations. It is not a cause for panic. 
The aim is to identify gaps in response 
systems and improve coordination 
between various agencies and the public. 

What will happen during 
the drill? 
Local officials across the city will conduct 
exercises across the city. Participants will 
include civil defence wardens, home 
guards, NCC and NSS volunteers, 
Nehru Yuva Kendra members, and 
students from schools and colleges. 

What you may experience 
You may notice power cuts, loud sirens, 
mock blackouts, mock evacua 
tions, or restricted access to some 
areas. Traffic diversions may also be 
in place. You may also experience 
Suspension of mobile signals, traffic 
diversions, loud sirens, public 
announcements, and evacuation drills. 

Why now? 
Such drilswere common during the 
Cold Wat, when coutries prepared for 
ar raids or attacks.With current 
"geopolitical tensions and security risks 
India is reviving these civil defence 
practices to boost preparedness. 

V DOs x DON'TS 
AIR RAID 

The primary focus of the drill will be to 
simulate an incoming air raid. This will 
involve three aspects: 

Activation of air raid sirens to test public 
alert systems for aerial threats 
Action to be taken in times of air raid 

" Lights may be switched off in to 
simulate night-time blackouts 

ldentify the nearest shelter, preferably 
a basement 
Keep torch, water, food items, and 
first-aid ready 

x lgnore the sirens 
Panic or Create commotion 

Where drills 
will be held 

What will be simulated? 

CARDS 

Sarvodaya Kanya yidyalya, 

NORTH 
WEST 

Kanjhawala 

SOUTH WEST 

Village Mádanpur Dabas 

SKV 
Mundka 

EVACUATION DRILL: 

Prepare essentials Such as IDs. 

BLACKOUT: 

The Maan School 

Holambi Khürd 

G3S Cinema 
Mall, Sector 11, 

Rohini 

Nirmal Bharti Public School. 

Vegas Mall 
Dwarka Sector 10, Metro Station 

NHAI Building 

BPCL Bijwasan 

City Centre, 
Sector 10, Rohini 

WEST 

Simulated evacuation from high-risk zones or 
mock-damaged buildings to safer areas to 
test logistics and timing 

emergency contacts, medicines, Follow 
designated routes 

x Block pathways, Take private vehicles 

DM office 

DDU Hospital 
Hari Nagar 

NORTH 

Rohini 

DDA office, 

Sector 

Residents may also be asked to prepare for a 
blackout along with family members at home. 

Install thick curtains/blinds, Switch off 
outdoor lights 

Metro 
Station 

x Use light that could be visible from outside 
Step outside during blackout 

18-19 

Madhuban Chowk Fortis Hóspital 

sitaram Bharatlya 
Instititueof Scence & 

Research, Mehraull 

KV 2 
Delhi 

RRA 

Cantt 

Wazirabad 
Water treatment 

Babu Jag 

Burari 
Hospital 

Jivan Ram 

Hospitat 
JhangirpuË 

Shalimar Bagh 
DLF Capital 

Greens Moti 
Nagar 

T3, IGI Airport 

M2K Victoria 
garden, 
Azadpur 

CRajouri Garden 
Jblock Market 

Charak 
Palika 
Hospital 

NEW DELHI 

CAMOUFLAGE 
EXERCISES: 

RWA Prasad 
Nagar Karol Bagh MCD 

CENTRAL Civic 
center 

NDMC office 
building 

Select City 

Chándni 
chowk 

Plan 

Mall 

Key installations such as 
power plants and 
communication towers 
may be visually concealed 
as a test 

Anupam 
Apartment, 

Saket 

SOUTH 

Support the authorities 
for smooth access 

Report unfamiliar 
activity near important 
installations 

x Interfere or enter 
restricted areas 
Photographing or 
posting the drill online 

Khan Maket 

55 
LOCATIONS FIVE IN EACH 

OF DELHIS 11 DISTRICTS 

550. 
(BOTH PRIVATE AND GOVT) TO 
HAVE TRAINING SESSIONS 

Apm 

Sarvodaya Bal Vidyalaya, 
B-block yamuna vihar 

DM East 
office 

Tpm# 
Sarvodaya Bal VidyalayaC 
Block Yamuna Vihar 

EAST 

-Veer Savarkar School 
TNORTH EAST 

SOUTH EAST 

Schools 

DRILLS TO 
START 

BLACKOUT AT 
KEY LOCATIONS 

SHAHDARA 

-SKV Nand Nagri 
PWD Pump House 

JIK BI, Dil Gard 
ESIC Hospital 
Chota Bazzar 
Seelampur Market 
Maharishi Valmiki College 

-Scope Minar 

-Kondli market 

Sahyog Apartment, 
Mayur Vihar Phase-1 

Central Market, Lajpat Nagar 

CIVILIAN TRAINING: 

DLF King Cort, Gk-2 
Apollo Hospital 

Birla Vidya Niketan School Pushp Vihar 
District Court Saket 

OTHER PREPARATIONS: 

GBSSS No.1 
Madanpur 
Khadar 

Schools, colleges, and community centres will hold 
awareness sessions on sheltering, first aid, and 
emergency response 

2 METRO STNS PART OF THE 

Follow instructions given by trainers 
Ensure incusion of children and elderly 

x Dismiss importance of drill 
Assume others will take care of you 

FIRE PREP: The drill will also prepare for scenarios 
where buildings are on fire 
RESCUE: Search and rescue operations to be practised 
TRANSFER: Civilians to be taken from endangered areas 
to bunkers/demilitarised zones 
HOSPITAL: Setting up of temporary or makeshift hospitals 
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Artificial rain. agcd cars' 
removal in new air plan 

Jasjeev Gandhiok 
letters @hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: Chief minister 
Rekha Gupta on Tuesday 
chaired a high-level review 
meeting on Delhi's Environment 
Action Plan 2025-26, where she 
announced a series of steps to 
improve the air quality, includ 
ing mandatory rooftop sprinkler 
systems in all high-rise buildings 
and compulsory water sprin 
kling systems at construction 
sites to tackle dust pollution. 

The CM also announced that 
the government will deploy 1,000 
water sprinklers and 140 mobile 
anti-smog guns to suppress dust 
in the city throughout the year 
barring the monsoon season. 

The review meeting was held 
with environment minister Man 
jinder Singh Sirsa and senior 
officials from the environment 
department, Commission for Air 
Quality Management (CAQM) 
and other departments con 
cerned. All departments were 
instructed to undertake strict 
and timebound measures to 
combat pollution, officials said. 

Referring to vehicular pollu 
ion and end-of-life vehicles 
ELVs)�10-year-old diesel and 
5-year-old petrol vehicles-the 
CM said the government has 
ready installed 495 Automatic 
umber Plate Recognition cam 

Environment Action Plan 
The govt has announced a series of 
measures to improve the city's air 

Cloud seeding for artificia 
rain 

Rooftop sprinklers in all 
high-rise buildings 
Water sprinklers at 
construction sites 

"Number plate recognition 
cameras at petrol pumps, 
borders 

Audit of PUC centres 

Registration of C&D sites 
of area more than 500sqms 

eras at petrol stations. The cam 
eras will also be put up at Delhí's 
border points, she said. 

"These cameras will identify 
restricted vehicles and notify 
authorities for enforcement. 
Also, this system will allow real 
time tracking of ELVs plying 
within the city," Gupta sald after 
the meeting. "If any ELV enters 
Delhi, the owner will receive an 
SMS alert. Signboards at border 
points will also display the count 
of such vehicles," she added. 

Hinàustan Times MY DEL 

Besides, the government will 
undertake an audit of all Pollu-

1,000 
water sprinklers 

140 
mobile 

anti-smog guns 

tíon Under Control (PUC) cen 
tres. Any PUC ceitre found isstu 
ing false certificates will face 
heavy fines, the CM said. 

The government will also 
make mandatory registration of 
construction and demolition 
(C&D) sites over 500sqms in 
area through the Delhi Pollution 
Control Commitee web portal. 

"This will ensure compliance 
with air pollution control norms 
at large sites. Additionally, sites 
between 200-500sqms must 
also follow dust control guide 
lines, with MCD responsible for 

enforcement," the CM said. 
The government also plans to 

pursue its ambitious plan of car 
rying out cloud seeding to 
induce rain, as it is preparing to 
conduct a trial soon. The CM 
said a MoU will be signed with 
IIT-Kanpur for this purpose. 

Sirsa said the plan also covers 
removal of garbage mountains. 

"A key feature of this environ 
ment action plan is the develop 

ment of an Al-enabled beta ver 
sion of the DPCC portal, which 
will enable direct online issu 
ance of challans to polluting 
entities. Additionally, the vehi 
cles carrying anti 
smog guns and 
water/mist sprin 
klers will be GPS-en 
abled for effective 
real-time monitor 
ing." he said. 

SC ORDERS STRICT 
ENFORCEMENT OF 
FIRECRACKER BAN, 
VEHICLE ENTRY 

Experts said 
more action is 
necded to control 
emissions at source. 
These are strate 
gies and actions largely to con 
rol dust, or enforcement meas 
ures. However, we also need to 

control emissions at sources and 
need a systemic and infrastruc 
tural-level plan for sustainable 
solutions," said Anumita Roy-
chowdhury, executive director, 

for Science and Environment. 
research and advocacy, Centre 

Abraham Thomas 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: In a significant step 
to combat air pollution, the 
Supreme Court on Tuesday 
issued a slew of directives aimed 
at reducing vehicular and fire 
cracker-related emissions in Del 
hi-NCR, including stricter 
enforcement of the firecracker 
ban, restrictions on polluting 
vehicles entering the Capital, 
and data collection on e-vehicles 
used by the government. 

AIR WE 
BREATHE 

"This is a step for 
ward, but imple 
mentation will be 
key," said a bench 
led by justice Abhay 

SOka. "Without a mechanism in 
place, a blanket ban could create 
chaos at the borders and trigger 
a backlash." To monitor 

progress, the bench directed all 
NCR governments and central 
ministries to submit data on 
electric vehicles hired, leased or 
purchased over the past five 
years. 

f 
t 

The court's orders came after 
the Commission for Air Quality 
Management submitted its May 
2 directive mandating that only 

electric, CNG, LNG, or BS-VI 
compliant light, medium and 

heavy goods vehicles be allowed 
into Delhi from 
November 1. An 
exemption for vehi 
cles carrying essen 
tial goods will in 
extend only until 
October 31, 2026. 
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{ UN REPORT } 130 OUT OF 193 

India's HDI ranking improves for 2023 
Vrinda Tulsian 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: India continued its 
rise on the Human Development 
Index (HDI), improving its rank 
ing from 133 in 2022 to 130 out of 
193 countries in 2023, according 
to the 2025 Human Develop 

ment Report (HDR) released by 
the UN Development Pro 
grarmme (UNDP) on Tuesday. 

The 2025 HDR, titled "A mat 
ter of choice: People and possi 
bilities in the age of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI)", linked India's 
progress to improvements in 
health, education, and income. 
The report highlighted the criti 
cal role of Al in shaping the next 
chapter of human development 
- particularly in fast-growing 
economies like India. 

India's HDI increased from 
0.644 in 2022 to 0.685 in 2023 
even as the country remained in 
the medium human develop 
ment category, moving closer to 

ADVANCEMENT 
REFLECTS 
SUSTAINED 
IMPROVEMENTS IN 
THE KEY METRICS 
OF HDI, UNDP SAID 

the threshold for high human 
development (HDI >0.700), with 
its score at par with Bangla 
desh's. Pakistan ranked 168th 

(0.544), Nepal 145th (0.622), and 
Sri Lanka 89th (0.776). 

According to the report, life 
expectancy in India increased 
slightly from 71.7 years in 2022 to 
72 years in 2023, marking the 
highest level recorded for the 
country. While expected years of 
schooling remained nearly 
unchanged, moving from 12.96 
to 12.95 years, mean years of 
schooling saw a notable increase 
from 6.57 to 6.88 years, the 
report said. 
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The report lauded India's 

progress in school education, 

especially from 1990, and cred 
ited initiatives such as the Right 
to Education Act, Samagra Shik 
sha Abhiyan (SSA), and the 
National Education Policy (NEP) 
2020. However, quality and 

learming outcomes remain areas 
for continued focus, it said. 

Additionally, India's Gross 
National Income (GNI) per cap 
ita, measured in 202l purchasing 
power parity (PPP), rose from 
$8,475.68 to $9,046.76, reflecting 
ongoing economic growth. 

"We congratulate India on its 
notable progress in the Human 
Development Index, rising from 
rank 133 in 2022 to 130 in 2023. 
This advancement reflects sus 
tained improvements in key 
dimensions of human develop 
ment, particularly in mean years 
of schooling and national 
income per capita," Angela Lus 
igi, resident representative, 
UNDP India, said. 

Lusigi added that India's life 
expectarncy reaching its highest 
level since the inception of the 
index is a testament to the coun 

try's robust recovery from the 
Covid-19 pandemic and its 
investmnents and commitment to 
long-term human well-being. 

On the Gender Development 
Index (GDI), women scored 
0.631 compared to men's 0.722, 
with India ranking 102nd on the 
GDI with a score of 0.403, lag 
ging in reproductive health, 
political representation, and 
workforce participation. 

The report referenced ethical 
concerns in India's gig economy, 
citing labour actions by female 
workers. "These efforts culmi 
nated in the largest nationwide 
labour action by female gig 
workers working with Urban 
Company in India to resist algo 
rithmic management practices," 
it said. Globally, HDÍ progress 
slowed to its weakest pace since 
1990, excluding pandemic years. 



The disastrous consequences oBplayingwith rivers 

KISHALAY BHATTACHARJEE 

DEAN, JINDALSCHOOLOF 
JOURNALISMAND COMMUNICATION 

HE painting, 'At 
the Waters Edge' 
(1890), by Paul 
Cézanne is a 

study of light and 
reflection where the compo 
sition threatens to dissolve 
into patches of colour: I am 
not sure what he had in mind 
when he gave the title, but 
Kashmir's Pahalgam mas 
sacre has pushed the two 
neighbouring and warring 
nations, India and Pakistan, 
at the water's edge over river 
Indus, that lends its name to 
India and the subcontinent 
from the original Tibetan and 
Sanskrit Sindhu'. 

rmTation states and çivilisations 

Rising in southwestern 
Tibet near Lake Mapam at 
18,000 feet, the gorgeous 
Indus is one of the largest 
river systéms that has 

flowed through millennia, 
often shifting its course, like 
rivers do. 

tographs andit is a terrifying 
ly stunning landscape across 
glaciers and gorges that 

reach depths of 17,000 feet, 
mountain 

I haven't seen many paint 
ings of the Indus river, except 
one by Singaporean artist 
Choo Keng Kwang and 
another of the 'Hyderabad 
Fort across Indus River by 
RM Grindley (1808) at the 
Victoria and Albert Museum. 
But we have seen many pho-

flowingins: entwnng ranges and 
across 

within its embrace. 
In recent years, there has 

been a lot of writing about 

rivers and their histories and 
what they mean to people. In 
one of my curatorial efforts 

an edition of around 
'ArtEast, a festival around art 
and livelihood, we decided to 
explore the Ganga and the 

Brahmaputra. 
Inone ofthe sessions, Irecall 

aspeaker referring to the b0ok 
"The Conquest of Nature by 
the great British historian of 
Germany, David Blackbourn, 
who posits a question on the 
conquest of nature: When do 
you decide to conquer nature? 
The very idea of conquering 
nature has, within it, a lot of 
assumptions about the power 
of technology, the power of 
humanity and a very different 
kind of attitude to the river as 
an entity." 

Now that India wants to 
weaponise the Indus, we 
could return to Blackbourn, 
who wrestles with this ques 
tion: How can we pretend to 
know how a river thinks, 
even if we were to assume 
that the river is an entity? 

But we can surely attempt 
to find out what people think 
about rivers. The people who 
live along these rivers. That 
ledus to begin a series of con 
versations, River Dialogues, 

to try and revive the river 
imagination not just through 

DIPLOMATIC BAIT: For decades, security experts have been apprehensive of water wars and suspending 
the Indus Waters Treaty could well be a tester. REUTERS 

measuring cusecs of water, 
but through flora and fauna, 
music, invoking folklore and 
creation myths. 

We know the disastrous 
consequences ofplaying with 
rivers. Over the last 200 
years, attempts to transform 
the Nile have not worked. 
The building of the great 
dam of Aswan cut off the flow 
of silt which kept the delta of 
the Nile fertile. Not only that, 
it also led to the spread of Bil 
harzia or Schistosomiasis, a 

deadly disease spread by 
snails, and it helped in the 
growth of malaria. 

A dammed river is no 
longer a river. And increas 
ingly, a river, as ecologists 
continuously remind us, is a 
living entity and, as Black 
bourn writes: The "conquest 
of water led to a decline in 
biodiversity and brought 
damaging invasive species.... 

Hydrológical projects also 
wiped out human communi 

Stopping the water 
flow of the Indus 

may be a smart 
diplomaticmove, 
butplaying with the 

river's course could 
prove hazardous in 

the longrun. 

ties, and with them valuable 
forms of knowledge: careful 
ly calibrated ways of living 
with and from the water:" 

While the Pakistan army 
chief made a provocative 

statement a few days before 
the Pahalgam massacre, say 
ing that Kashmir is the "jugu 
lar vein of Pakistan'", in reali 
ty, it is the Indus that 
threatens to push the two 
nations to a war-like situation. 

In addition to the routine 
military posturing and tac 
tical ground operations, 
India, the upper riparian 
state, has decided it would 
hold the Indus Waters 
Treaty (IWT), in place since 
1960, "in abeyance.* This is 
a first in many India-Pak 
istan face-offs. 

For decades, security experts 
have been apprehensive of 
water wars and this could well 
be a tester: However suspend 
ing the treaty is not the same 
as saying water will not flow 

down the Indus r0ver. Though 
the Jal Shakti Minister of India 
has used his right of political 
rhetoric to threaten Pakistan, 
saying not a drop of the Indus. 
waters would be given, most of 
us know that it is not possible 
to suddenly stop the flow: 

In 2016, India warned that 
"blood and water cannot flow 
together" following a militant 
attack in Kashmir, but China 
reportedly came to Islam 
abad's rescue by blocking a 
tributary of the Tsangpo. 

India has only run-of-the 
river hydro-projects that can 
not store such a large amount 
of water nor does the Indus 

Waters Treaty allow for that. 
This could well be a diplomat 
ic bait to renegotiate the 
treaty and allow building of 
infrastructure for the storage 
of water Currently, India can't 

utilise more than 20 per cent 
of the water of the Indus 

basin due to inadequate 
capacity. It also runs the risk 
offlooding its own geography. 

Since 2022, India and Pak 
istan havent convened any 
meetings to resolve the water 
disputes. In 2023, India pro 
posed the treaty be renegotiat-
ed, with changing denmograph 
ic and climate conditions. 

is already going on with mas 
sive changes in hydrology in 
Indus basin in general and 
Chenab basin in particular." 

... The Chenab basin has the 
largest number of complet 
ed, under-construction and 
planned hydropower proj 
ects among the western 
rivers of the Indus basin in 
India. Any hasty decisions to 
push for more reservoirs and 
dams without cumulative 
studies will push both India 
and Pakistan to the brink of a 
natural disaster. 

Diverting rivers also means 
price of the water. To divert 
water is expensive and may 
not be feasible. Even China 
has been hesitant about 

diverting the Tsangpo water. 
The Indus wasn't waiting 

for Pahalgam. Parineeta Dan 
dekar from South Asia Net 
work on Dams, Rivers and 
People (SANDRP) writes: 
The war with climate change 

Based on an extensive tray 
el and fieldwork in 2024 from 
the origin of the Chenab to 
Akhnoor, where the river 
exits India, community inter 
views, review of government 
reports and scientific studies 
in the Chenab basin, Chenab 
headwaters and communi 
ties, the report by SANDRP 
cautions development of any 
large projects in a place that 
is seismically active and has 
been witnessing repeated ci 
mate disasters. 

Hydro engineering in this 
fragile terrain has ire 
versible geological and eco 
logical consequences for the 
river and various entities that 

live within and around the 
rivers, and for the people who 
live along the river, down 
stream and upstream. 

People iving in 
around the origin of the diver 
sion will also suffer and mil 
lions could be displaced. Stop 
ping the water flow may be a 
smart diplomatic move, but 
playing with the river's 
course could prove hazardous 
in the long run. 

areas 



Moody'scutsIndias GDPforecast to 6.3% 
Costs of businesses likely to rise as they factor in new geopolitical configurations 
NEW DELHI, MAY 6 

Moody's Ratings on Tuesday 
cut India's GDP growth projec 
tions for 2025 to 6.3 per cent, 
from 6.5 per cent, saying 
economies globally will see a 
slowdown on account of 

heightened US policy uncer 
tainty and trade restrictions. 

In its Gobal Macro Outlook 
2025-26 (Mayupdate), Moody's 
said geopolitical stresses, like 
tension between India and 
Pakistan, also have a potential 
downside risk to its baseline 
growth forecasts. Costs to 
investors and businesses are 

likely to rise as they factor in 
newgeopolitical configurations 
when deciding where to invest, 
expand, and/or source goods, 
Moody's said. 

Moody's cut India's growth 
projections to 6.3 per cent for 
2025 calendar year, but 
retained it at 6.5 per cent for 

2026. This compares with a 6.7 
per cent growth in 2024. 

Moody's expects the Reserve 
Bank of India to lower bench 
mark policy rates further to 
support growth. 

"Economic growth 
already set to slow this year 
back to its potential rate. We 
lowered our global growth pro 
jections for 2025 and 2026 fur 
ther on account of the policy 
shifts and more intense policy 
uncertainty than we had previ 
ously expected, especially in 
the largest two economies, the 
US and China," Moody's said. 

Was 

Stating that policy uncer 
tainty is further slowing 
growth in 2025, Moody's said 
it is likely to takea toll on con 
sumer, business, and financial 
activity. Despite a pause and 
reduction in some tariffs, poli 
cy uncertainty and trade ten 
sions, especially between the 
US and China, are likely to 
dampen global trade and 
investment with Conse 

quences across the G-20.+ 

Moody's lowered GDP 
growth projections for the US 

to 1 per cent in 2025 and 1.5 
per cent in 2026 from 2 per 

cent and 1.8 per cent. That. 

compares with growth of 2.8 

per cent in 2024. 

For China, Moody's expects 
growth tobe 3.8per centin 2025 
and 3.9 per cent in 2026, lower 
than 5 per cent in 2024. 

It said that in addition to 
trade policy uncertainties, 
Moody's baseline forecasts 
incorporate a degree of finan 
cial market volatility and con 
tinued political tensions in 
multiple geographies. 

"In April, financial market 
metrics reflected uncertain 
ty-induced risk aversion and 
repricing of some financial 
assets. Frequent bouts of 
intense financial market 

volatility that tighten liquid 
ity and significantly raise 
the cost of capital could 
erode economic resilience, 
posing risks to growth," 
Moody's added. PTI 
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Indiansglobally: EAM 
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TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

Indian talent across 

world, External Afairs 

af ter S Jaishankar said 

Spain,, Austria and Greece 

were among those who had 

shown interest to tap into 
- India's human resources 

pool as urgently and effec 
tively as possible. 

NEWDELHI, MAY6 

Highlighting the denmand for 
the 

Minis 
Italy, 

At the launch of an event, 
Global Access to Talent from 
India, he said: "There is a 
demand in the world, an 
availability in India. The 
basic groundwork done to 
enable Indian talent to gain 
global access is there" 

He stressed the demand 
was spurred by sharp demo 
graphic changes, new tech 
nologies and their diffusion. 
compatitbilities in culture and 
work ethos, as wellas the pre 
mium put on trust and 
resilience in many fields. 
There are currently roughly 
about 34 million Indians and Persons of Indian Origin liy ing and working abroad. Jaishankar said the Speaker of Japan was here yesterday to 

advocate an action plan that 
Would create a concrete and 
predictable flow of Indian skills 
to his country. It would help 
take forward the SSW-the spe 
cialized skill workers agree 
ment - that India and Japan 
concluded a few years ago. 

"There is flow of workers in 
Israel, Mauritius has a similar 
demand and concluded an 
understanding with India. 
Malaysia has opened up many 
more sectors to Indian skilled 
workers, especially those in 
Construction. India has tradi 
tionally been a source country 
for Singapore, and their 
requirementwillupgrade even 
as their economy does. The 
German Chancellor was here 
last October, and the European 
nation is looking to increase 

employment visas for Inians 
by four times," he said, adding 
that the largest number of 
Indian nationals live and work 
in UAE and Saudi Arabia. 

Global service sectors like 
shipping, airlines and hospital 
ity are today struggling with 
nost-Covid challenges, includ 
ing attitude towards work 
demands. This opens up new 
opportunities for those willing. 
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