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State targets lL acres 
for moong cultivation 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

KURUKSHETRA, MARCH 25 

To promote pulse cultivation 
in Haryana, the Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare 

Department has set a target 
to cultivate summer moong 
over l lakh acres in the 2025 
26 season. As part of the ini 
tiative, the department will 
provide 10,000 quintals of 
summer moong seeds on a 
75% subsidy to farmers 
across various districts. 

Among the targeted areas, 
Kurukshetra, Bhiwani, Palwal 
and Sirsa have been assigned 
the highest targets of 8,000 
acres each, followed by Fate-
habad, Jind and Rewari (7,000 
acres each), Karnal and 
Sonepat (6,000 acres each) and 
Kaithal and Hisar (5,000 acres 
each). Other districts have 
been allocated targets ranging 
from 1,000 to 4,500 acres. 

An official from the Agricul-
ture Department emphasised 
the dual benefits of this initia 

Offers 75% seed 
subsidy 

tive - improving soil health 
and providing an additional 
income stream for farmers. 
Interested farmers can regis 
ter online on the department's 
website from March 26 to Aprl website from March 26to Aprl 
20. After verification by the 
Haryana Seed Development 
Corporation (HSDC), eligible 
farmers will receive sub 
sidised summer moong seeds 
by paying only 25% of the cost 
at HSDC sale counters. The 
remaining 75% will be covered remaining 75% will be covered 
by the departnment upon verifi 
cation by Deputy Directors of 
Agriculture (DDAs). Farmers 
can purchase up to 30 kg of 
seed for 3 acres. 

Dr Karam Chand, Deputy 
Director of Agriculture (DDA) 
Kurukshetra, highlighted the 
advantagesof summer 
moong cultivation. He said. 
"The crop is good for soil fertil 

ity. It is a short-duration crop, 
allowing farmers to take an 

additional harvest after wheat 

and before sowing paddy. 
Farmers can yield 4 to 5 quin 

tals per acre, and there is high 
market demand for pulses, 
ensuring additional income." 

He further said Kuruk 
shetra has been given a tar 
get of 8.000 acres under the 
summer moong initiative 
and farmers will receive a 

75% subsidy on seeds. How 
ever, he also cautioned that 

farmers who obtain the seeds 

but fail to cultivate them will 
be liable to return the 75% 

subsidy amount. If they f¡il 
to do so, they will be barred 
from availing Agriculture 
Department benefits for the 
next two cropping seasons. 

With this initiative, the 
Haryana Governmnent aims 
to boost pulse production, 
improve soil fertility and 
offer farmers an additional 
sourceof income between 

their primary crop cycles. 



Reduce Chinese imports 
Apropos of Anti-dumping duties'; the impo 
sition of these duti�s on Chinese goods is a 
welcome step. Anti-dumping duties are 
slapped on goods to protect the domestic 
industry from a surge in cheap imports. 
Though both India and China are members 
of the WTO, trade between the two countries 
is heavily skewed in China's favour. Export 
ing countries, especially China, occasionally 
provide false information and data 
exporters to the importing nations to avoid 

duties. Tensions over market access and 
trade imbalances have persisted between the 
two neighbours and the latest round of anti 
dumping duties is expected to add to the 
complex trade relationship.The government 
must develop a robust system to reduce 
dependency on Chinese goods. 
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Starting this week, day 
temperatures to sSoar 
Over most of India 
Thunderstorms to affect Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu, NE India till March 26: IMD 

RAINFALL OVER INDIA IN MARCH 2025 

Region 

Northwest India: -29.2 
East and northeast India 

Central Indiai-39 
South peninsula India 

All India: 

EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE 
BENGALURU, MARCH 24 

THEDAY temperatures over most 
parts of the country are set to see 
a sharp rise starting this week. 

The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) Monday said, 
" Over northwest India, there 
will be a gradual rise in the maX 
imum tenmperature by 3-5 de 
grees Celsius during the next 
four -five days. The day temper 
atures along central India and in 
terior Maharashtra will increase 
by 2-4 degrees Celsius." 

After experiencing a brief 
spell of heatwave earlier in the 
month, Gujarat is bracing for a 
hot and humid weather early 
this week. The maximum tem 
peratures are expected to re 

main 2-3 degrees above normal 
till early Wednesday. 

As the month progressed, 
pre-monsoon seasonal rainfall 
had affected Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 
south interior Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh in southern India. 
Western disturbance streams 
brought precipitation over 
northeast India, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Ladakh, Uttarakhand 
and Himachal Pradesh, Odisha 
and Chhattisgarh. 

However, the northwest 
India regions have remained sig-
nificantiy dry this March thus 

Rainfall departure ( in %) 

-11.6 

(till March 23) 

-18.4 

39.5 

pushing to the overall all-India 
average monthly maximum 
temperatures. 

Heatwave episodes have 
been, so far, reported by western 
Gujarat, Konkan and parts of 
Vidarbha in Maharashtra and 
parts of Odisha-adjoining 
Chhattisgarh. 

This March, normal or above rainfall has been recorded only Over Kerala, Tamil Nadu, south 
interior Karnataka, Jharkhand 
and Uttarakhand. 

Southern peninsula has re 
ceived about 40 per cent excess of its total seasonal rainfall (till 
March 23) whereas rainfall over 
all other homogenous regions has remained below normal (see 
box). Due to wind confluence 
over eastern India, widespread rainfall will hit east Uttar 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, 
north Karnataka, coastal Andhra 
Pradesh, Yanam, Telangana till 
Wednesday. 

With a fresh stream of west 
ern disturbances likely to affect 
western Himalayan regions from 
Monday, the Met department 
has forecast light to moderate in 
tensity rainfall accompanied by 
thunder and lightning over 
Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, 
Gilgit, Baltistan, Muzaffarabad 
till Priday. Similar weather will 
affect Himachal Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand till March 27. 



WHATTHE OTHERS SAY 
"With its commanding edge in EVs, China's leadership is poised to set the rudes arnd 
dictate, on its own terms, the future of the technology." 

A tale of two 
farmer protests 

VANDITA MISHRA 

Much has changed in Punjab. But the two 
agitations also book-end the same back-sliding 

AN AGITATION LED by Punjab farmers in 
November 2020 reached Delh's doorstep 
and ended after 380 days in December 2021, 
having roiled the state and rnppled across the 
country. Itmade the poweful BJP-led Centre 
give in to its central demand: To repeal the 
three farm laws that had sparked apprehen 
sions, in times of economic uncertainty, 
about the dismantling ofthe systemofmin-
Imum support prices or MSP. 

The second farmers' agitation began in 
February 2024 and unfolded over 400 days 
at the Punjab-Haryana border. It was 
cleared up forcefully by Punjab Police last 
week. Its main demand remains unmet 
of a legal guarantee for MSP. The evictions 
and arrests of leaders of Farmers' Protests 
2.0 have barely touched a chord, in Punjab 
or elsewhere. 

In the backdrop of these two protests 
with dramatically different end-points and 
trajectories, is a state of difficultand tangled 
predicaments. Despite the success of the first 
round of protests, and amid the abrupt col-
lapse, almost mid-sentence, of the second, 
Punjab's crises go on� the success of the 
first farmers' movement in making the 
Centre bend brought only a temporary sense 
of closure and relief. 

This is a state that has been unable to 
shake offthe sense of political and economic 
standstill that settled heavily on it after the 

decade it lost to militancy in the 1980s, and 
one that is still finding it difficult to break 
through the long plateauing of the Green 
Revolution that began in the 1960s. 

In retrospect, there were several visible 
ifferences between Farmers' Protests 1.0 

and Farmers' Protests 2.0, which can help 
explain their different graphs in Punjab. 

wwW.INDIANEXPRESS,COM 

To begin with, the first agitation had a 
specific trigger, which set off MSP-related 
fears, in the three farm laws that the Centre 
tried to p to push through without adequate con 

ation.And in the! e laws' Srepeal,t 1ithad a de 
mand that was specific and concrete. In the 
case of the second agitation, however, given 
that farmners in Punjab already benefit from 
government procurement at MSP, especially 
for wheat and rice, the demand for a legal 

Farmers' unions took centre-stage in the 
first round of protests, bu s. but at the e same time, 
they were constantly forced to respond to 
mobilisations that were spreading in 
Punjab's villages and also in its cities. These 
mobilisations were bringing together sec 
tions withotherwise diferent and even con 
flicting interests -farmers and arthatiyas, 
traders and landless labourers and non-agri-
culturists. That sense of common ground be-
tween the peasant, Sikh and Punjabi iden 
tities in an agriculture-centriceconomymay 

only been momentary. But, if only 
briefly, it induced an artificial unity among 
farmers' unions under the umbrella of the 

- THE GUARDIAN 

have on 

Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM), which 
brought under its bannerover 500 such out 
fits. The second time, the protests were led 
by a breakaway of the SKM, and another 
Junion that in the first round, was not a part 
of SKM activities. This time, there wasno pa 
pering over the divisions within farmers 
unions, and little left-Over unity. 

More broadly, from the first agitation to 
the second, the leadership of the farmers' 
unions seemed unable to build on the peo 
ple's trust - an early warning of this came 
when candidates put up by the unions lost 
their deposits in the 2022 assembly elec 
tion held only a couple of months after the 
first agitation ended in their victory. That 
sense had only grown since -that the 
farmers'movement, even as it had success 
fully tapped into deeper and wider discon 
tents to Win the argument on the three 
farm laws, was ill-equipped to address the 
problems that gave rise to them, from drug 
addiction and unemployment to migra 
tion, from industries bypassing the state to 
a services sector that has not taken off. and 

an education system that failed to keep 
pace with change. 

Even as the farmer leaders were unable 
to widen their agenda and connect the dots, 
the political crisis that fed into the first agi 
tation has only been deepening Earlier, pop 
ular alienation from politics-as-usual -
Shiromani Akali Dal and Congress, tradi 
tional ivals in Punjab, were seen as corrupt, 
and worse, collusive -had resulted in a 
landslide for the Aam Aadmi Party, the rel 
ative newbie. It won 92 of the 117 seats in 
the Punjalb assembly.Today, the AAP seems 

to be on unsteady ground even as other po 
litical players remain mired in troubles of 

their own making. 
The SAD issteeped in inner-party conflict 

thatalso roils Sikh institutions that combine 
religion and politics-earlier thismonth, the 
SAD-controlled SGPC removed Jathedars of 
the Sikh takhts who, in December, had de 
reed the removal ofSukhbir Singh Badal as 

party president, declaring him Sinner or 
, and dictating r 

the p e party.The Congress stonetl fo 

but hasa long way to goto spread into the 
empty political spaces. 

The AAP, which hadextended 1loud sup 
port to the firstfarmer agitation, has now,as 
the rulingparty, removed the farmer-agita 
tors by force from the protest sites t sites. But that 
its strong-arm action was met with silence 
may or may not be an indication of support 
for the government it leads. 

Having lost its grip in Delhi, the party that 
won a large mandate in Punjab in 2022 by 
painting itself as the "outsider" and benefit 
ing from the people's resentments against 
the established players, is increasingly bor 
rowing from a discredited playbook. 

Cases of"bulldozer justice"-amis-gov 
ernance model perfected in Yogi 
Adityanath's Uttar Pradesh-are growing 
in Punjab.The Bhagwant Manngovernment 
is short-circuiting due process 
ishing houses of those accused of drug-re 

DS dnd demol 

lated crimes in the state. 
Much has changed between the two 

farmers' protests in Punjab. But they also 
book-end the same back-sliding 

vandita.mishra@expressindia.com 

guarantee was less urgent and more un 
wieldy - it was aimed more at mitigating 
diversification's risks and future-proofing a 
minimum sense of farmers' security. 

unseeing high comimand and a still 
unchecked local jostling The BJP is trying 
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The GST Waiver of Interest & 
SPenalty Scheme 

Insertion of Section 128A in 
CGST Act to provide for 
Conditional waiver of interest or 
penalty or both relating to 

demands raised under Section 
73, for FY 2017-18, 2018-19 and 
2019-20. 

Introduced under 
Section 128A of CGST Act 

@cbicindia 

TAX 

: 

In cases where the taxpayer pays the full amount of 
tax demanded in the notice upto 31.03.2025 

The corresponding forms must be submitted by June 30, 2025 
This timeline provides businesses sufficient time to comply with the scheme while 
encouraging them to regularise GST compliance without hefty interest & penalty. 

Considering the difficulties faced 
by the taxpayers, during the 
initial years of implementation of 
GST amendments made in the 
cGST Act: 

Ease Your Compliance Journey with the GST Waiver of Interest & Penalty Scheme! 

To provIde for waiver of interest 
and penalties for demand notices 
issued under Section 73 of the 
CGST Act for the fiscal years 
2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019-20. 

For more details, please refer to Section 128A of the cGST Act, 2017, Notification No. 20/2024-Central 
Tax dated 08.10.2024 and Circular No. 238/32/2024-GST dated 15.10.2024 

Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs 
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