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Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Minister Shyam Singh Rana during the inauguration of a three 

day 11th Mega Vegetable Expo at the Centre of Excellence for Vegetables in Gharaunda. 

Punjab should followHaryana 
on procCurementat MSP: Rana 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

KARNAL, MARCH 21 
Haryana Agriculture and 
Farmers' Welfare Minister 
Shyam Singh Rana said fre 
quent protests hinder devel 
opment, driving industries 
away and causing economic 
setbacks. "Everyone has the 
right to protest and raise their 
voice. However, since the 
protesting farmers were fom 

1 Punjab and had been sitting 
there for a long time, Punjab 
has suffered significant eco 
nomic losses, Rana said 

while addressing the media. 
He was respondirng to ques 

tions regarding the removal 
of farmers fromn the Shamb 
hu and Khanauri borders, 

where they had been camp 
ing for over a year tO press 
demands, including a legal 
guarantee for the procure 

ment of all crops at the mini 
mum support price (MSP). 

Speaking at the Vegetable 
Excellence Centre in Ghá 
raunda, where he inaugurat 
ed the 11th Mega Vegetable 
Expo, Rana praised Chief 

Minister Nayab Singh Saini 

for declaring procurement of 
24 crops on MSP The 
Haryana Government is 

already purchasing 24 crops 
on MSP The Punjab Govern 
ment should have taken sim 
ilar steps earlier:" he said. 

Addressing other issues, 
Rana highlighted the state's 
efforts to curb fraudulent 

travel agents who illegally 
send youth abroad through 
the 'donkey route.' "Haryana 
is introducing a law with pro 
visions for imprisonment 
against those involved in ille 
gal migration," he said. 
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Over 4.65 lakh visited the tulip garden.in Srinagar in 2024. FILE 

The Tribune 

Srinagar's tulip garden 
to openon March 26 
SRINAGAR, MARCH 21 
Nestled between the Dal Lake 
and the Zabarwan hills, Asia's 
largest tulip garden will open 
for the public on March 26 to 
mark the beginning of the 
tourism season in the Kash 
mir Valley, officials said today. 

The Indira Gandhi Memori 
al Tulip Garden was set up by 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, the then 
Chief Minister ofthe erstwhile 
state in 2007, to advance the 
tourist season in Jammu and 

Kashmirthat was earlier limit 
ed to summers and winters. 

Formerly known as Siraj 
Bagh, the garden will be 
opened to the public as tulips 
of different colours have start 
ed to bloom, Floriculture 
Department officials said. 

The department plants tulip 
bulbs in a phased manner so 
that the flowers remain in 
bloom for a month or more. 

"The garden will be thrown 
open to the public on March 
26;" said AsifAhmad, assistant 
floriculture officer at the tulip 
garden: Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah will throw open the 
garden, he added.atit 

Preparations for the gar 
den's opening are in ful 

swing and final touches are 
being given tó make it ready 
Ahmad said. The department 
has added twonew varieties of 
tulips to the garden this year 
he said. About 17 lakh tulip 
bulbs have been planted in the 
garden that spreads ̀ over 55 
hectares, Ahmad said.-PTI 



services: 

2. 

SANCHAR 
SAATHI 

Sanchar Saathi is a citizen centric initiative of Department of 

Telecommunications (DoT) to empower mobile subscribers, strengthen their 

security and increase awareness about citizen centric initiatives of the 

Governmént. Sanchar Saathi is available in form of Mobile App and web portal 

(www.sancharsaathi.gov.in). Sanchar Saathi provides following citizen centric 

3. 

4. 

1. Chakshu -Report Suspected Fraud & Unsolicited Commercial Communication 

Block your lost / stolen mobile handset. 

Now Fraudsters Won't be Spared 

Sanchar Saathi 
Beware of fraudsters! 

Govt. of India 
Dept. of Telecomn 

0/o Addl. DG, Punjab LSA 
Mohali 

Know Mobile Connections in Your Name 

Know Genuineness of Your Mobile Handset 

5. Report Incoming International Call With Indian Number 

6. Find Wireline Internet Service Providers (SPs) 

Mobile App 

Downioad the app using following QR codes. 

SANCHR 
SATH 

CBC 06234/12/0005/2425 

Sanchar Saathi Mobile App is now available in Play 
Store and App Stor! 

Google Play S App Store 

Issued in public interest by DoT Punjab, Mohali 



MINISTRY OF 
O FINANCE 

Whose Aggregate Annual Turnover# is upto a specified limit* can opt for 
GST Composition Scheme for the FY 2025-2026 by 31st March, 2025 

EJiible toxpayerg who wish to avail the Composition Scheme can follow these 

Log in to the 
Taxpayers' Interface 

Attention! GST TaxpayersE2ls 

Easy & Convenient 
Compliance 

Supplierof Goods: 

steps on the GST portal (wwW.gst.gov.in): 

Those eligible taxpayers, who are already availing Composition Scheme, need not file 
FORM CMP-02if they are eligible.sartsvi 

Type of Suppliers 

Attractiye Tax 
Rates 

@cbicindia 

Go tò Services > 
Registration > 

Application to Opt for 
Composition Levy 

Minimum 
Compliance 

Reguirements 

Taxpayers registered inot 
08 Specified States didss 9 

Taxpayers registered in 
other States 

Supplier of Serviceso osg foo EeO S5 

Auto Renewal and 
Easy to Opt-out 

X @cbic india 

upto 75 Lakh 

Lakh 

upto Z50 Lakh 

GST Composition Scheme: Big Benefits for Small Taxpayers 

Aggregate Annual Turnover 
during FY 2024-25 

Fill the FORM GST 
CMP-02 and submit 

For more details, please refer to Section l0 of CGSTACt Rule 3-7 of CGST Rules 
and Notification No, 14/2019-Central Tax dated 07.03.2019 

(Ö) @cbicindia 

23 

Available for 
supplier of Goods 

as well as 
Services 

Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs 
@cbicindia 

Less 

Bookkeeping 

sCAN 
CBC 

15502/13/ 

0009 

/2425 

UME!& 
OaCBIC india 



OPINION 
Why AAP chose to confront farmers 

Prolonged protests were undermining public confidence in the state government 

JAGRUP SSEKHON 
EXPROFESSOR, POLITICAL SCIENCE, 

GURU NANAK DEV UNIVERSITY 

HE well-plarned 
action of the Bhag 
want Singh Mann 
government against 

has surprised everyone. Farm 
union leaders were detained by 
the polioe when they were going 
back to Punjab after a meeting 
with Central and state ministers 
in Chandigarh regarding their 
long-pending demands, inchud 
ingassured procurement of farm 
ers' crops at a legally guaranteed 
minimum support price. 

Was the crackdown a unilata 
eral decision of the state gov 
ernment or was the Centre 

involved in some way? The 
detentions were followed by 
the eviction of farmers who 
had been carmping at the 
Shambhu and Khanauri inter 
state borders for the past more 
than a year. The temporary 
structures built there..were 
demolished and the farmers 
were warned of serious conse 
quences if they did not leave 
along with their tractor trailers 
and belongings. 

GAMBIT: The crackdowni on farmers marksa strategic shift for the ruling party in Punjab. TRIBUNE PHOTO 

The Haryana Government's 
heavy-handed tactics forced 

Uhe Urin cURUGRAM SATURDAY| 22 MARCH 202 

both unions to change their 
plans. The KMSC made its 
camp office at Shambhu, while 
Dallewal 'stationed his farmers 
at Khanauri. As these vital 

highways were blocked, Pun 
jab remained cut off from oth 
er states on both routes. 

Members ofboth unions 
made many attempts to reach 
Delhi, but they were repelled 
with brute force. The matter 
reached the Supreme Court, 
and a high-powered committee 
was constituted ünder the 

The state government has chairmanship of a retired High 
justified its efforts to restore Court judge; however, no con 
traffic movement at these bor- crete progress has been made 
ders, which were practically to address the farmers' 
sealed by the Haryana author- demands. The Centre set up a 
ities in February 2024 to stall committee of Union ministers 
the'Delhi chalo march called to discuss the key issues with 
by the Bhartiya Kisan Union the leaders of both unions. Sev 
(Ekta-Sidhupur) and the Kisan eral meetings, facilitated by the gic rebranding of the rüling Mazdoor Sangharsh Commit- Punjab Governmnent, have tak- party, positioning itself as a tee (KMSC), led by Jagiit en place so far, but to no avail. tough, nô-nonsense. govern Singh Dallewal and Sarwan What is the message CM Singh Pandher, respectively. ment thatis presumably fight 

. i 

ties after the defeat in the Del 
hi Assembly elections? Does 
this crackdown mark a strate 

s t 

ithe bsusol 

AAP won only. three seats out 
of 13 in Punjab and the 

below-par show in the urban 
bodies' elections held in 

December last year. 

AAP does notwant to 
upset non-agricultural 

voters, who reside 
mostty in urban and 
semi-urban areas 

the farmers' demands. 
What compelled AAP to take 

the plunge? Farmers had 
played a crucial role, particu 
larly in Malwa, in AAP's land. 
slide victory in the 2022 
Assembly elections. The party 
won 92 seats out of 117 in the 
state; the lion's share was 
from Malwa 66 out of 69. 
Farm unions of this region 
spearheaded the 2020-21 agi 
tation against the three Cen 
tral farm laws, which were 

eventually repealed by the 
Modi government. 

Tt seems that the CM and the 
s too party top brass are eyeing 

Tastae U urban votes both as part of 
tsits short-term strategy to win 

the Ludhiana West bypoll and 
tsg e0tslong-term goal of winning 

the 2027 Assembly elections. 
The CM made his intentions 

clear when he met leaders of 
farm unions under the banner 
of the Samyukta Kisan Morcha 
in Chandigarh on March 3. He 
asked them to call off their 
week-long dharna that was 
scheduled to begin on March 5, 
but. they refused. Their stand 
annoyed the CM and he left the 
meeting in a huff. This was fol 
lowed by apolice crackdown on 
prominent farmer leaders to 
scuttle their plans, The situa 
tion went from bad to worse Future decisions of the 
when both sides hardened theirstate government regarding stand. Apparently, both the 

Central and state governments 
are wett aware ofthe ideological 

differences among various farm 

Mann chose to take on this 
important vote bank because 
the prolonged protests were 
impacting the day-to-day life 
of the people, who were unhap 
py with the state government 
for its failure to end the stale 
mate. Frequent dharnas, road 
and rail blockades had dented 
the image of the AAP govern 
ment both within and outside 
the state. AAP must have cal 
culated that it would not be 
able to get in 2027 the level of 
support it had got from farm 
ers in 2022; this forced the par 
ty to find alternative vote 
banks to stay in the race. 

An important consideration 
for the strict action against 
farmers could be that AAP 
does not want to upset the 
non-agricultural'voters, Whe 

reside mostly in urban and 
semi-urban areas. Data com 

piled by the Centre for the 
Study 'of Developing Societies 
(CSDS) shows that a large pro 
portion of 'non-agricultural' 
voters opted for AAP in the 
2022 eleçtions. A post-poll sur 
vey conducted by Lokniti 
CSDS in the state had found 
that dissatisfaction with the 
Modi government at the Cen 
tre was almost as high as the 
discontent with the Congress 
iveyear tenure (2017-22). 

farmers are also likely to be 
deternnined by such factors. 
ILS Gtear that the rarmtng 
community will not be the 
be-all and end-all of AAP's 
electoral campaign. 

protesting farmers 

Mann has sent to the people of "The march was aimed at inten 
ing a battle on multiple fronts 

Punjab by taking strong action sifyingpressure on the Centralagainst farmer leaders? Is it aests? Mann's approach can 
to safeguard Punjab's inter 

Government toaccepthenO AAP Shirtng priori also bedescr1bed as an attempt 
farmers' demands. to assert his authority, particu 

larly after the setback in the 
2024 Lok Sabha elections -

eittsy arist-t 

unions in Punjab. This factor 
has influenced their response to 



Rohtak to have biosafety lab 
to test high-threat pathogens 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

oTAK MARCH22 

With a view to combat the 
public health emergencies 
promptly and more effective 
ly, the National Cerntre for Dis 
ease Control (NCDC) will 
establish 10 biosafety level-3 

(BSL-3) laboratories across 
the country. One of these 
BSL-3 laboratories will be set 

These laboratories, being 
established at strategic loca 
tions in different states, will 
be well-equipped for testing 
of the high-threat 

pathogens. The underlying 
idea behind the exercise is 
to ensure that the samples 
are not required to be sent 
to far-off places for testing 
in case of a major outbreak 
in any part of the country" 
said Dr Simmi Tiwari, Joint 
Director-cum-Head, Centre 

Dr Tiwari delivered a guest 
lecture on NCDC's Role in 
One Health: Bridging 
Human, Animal and Environ 
mental Health at a research 
conclave organised by Pt 
Bhagwat Dayal Sharma Uni 
versity of Health Sciences 

FASTER TESTING 
The undertying idea 

behind the exercise (to set 
up labsfor testing of high 
threat pathogens) isto 
ensure thatthe samples 
are not required to be sent 
to far-off places for testing 
in case of amajor outbreak 
in any part ofthe country. 
Dr Simmi Tiwari, NCDC OFHICIAL 

(UHS). She spoke on zoonotic 
threats and other challenges threats and other challenges 
emerging in the presentera. 

In the inaugural address, 
Dr Naveen Sharma, Direc-
tor, National Institute of 
Virology, Pune, pointed out 

that a survey conducted in 
1971 had revealed that there 
were 290 types of viruses, 
while their number had number had 
reached 14,690 by 2023. 

In his keynote address on 
antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR), Dr Abdul Ghafur, a 
senior consultant in infec 
tious diseases at Apollo Hos 
pital, Chennai, said an inno 
vative approach was the 
solution to the complex chal 

The doctors should create 
medical technology themn 
selves instead of being its 
users or consumers. They 
should be at the forefront of 
innovative practices and 
become medical entrepre 
neurs instead of remaining 
just practitioners," he said. 

Addressing the partici 
pants, UHS Vice-Chancellor 
Dr HKAggarwal exhorted the 
medical students to do exten 
sive research in the larger 
interest of the patients. 

The organising chairperson, 
Dr Pushpa Dahiya, said as 
many as765 participants regis 
tered forthe conclave, of whom 
240 presented research papers 
and 40 presented oral papers. 
Rohtak PGIMS Director Dr SK 
Singhal, Dean Dr Kuldeep S 
Laller, Medical Superintendernt 
Dr Kundan Mittal and other 
senior faculty members were 
also present at the event. 

up in Rohtak. 

for One Health at NCDC. 

lenge of AMR. 
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