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Hindi row takes new

Divya Chandrababu
etters@hindustantim £5.com
CHENNAL: Tamil Nadu on Thurs-
day replaced the rupee symbol
@ with a Tamil alphabet (trans-
lated as Ru) for the logo of the
state budget 2025-26, a sym-
bolic move that triggered a
litical storm and ratcheted up
the already simmering tensions
petween the state and the Cen-
tre over language.

State finance minister
Thangam Thennarasu is sched-
uled to table the budget on Fri-
day. The state government had
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Language shadow over state budget
"RUPE! b REASON FOR CHANGE ¥
 ® Officiall Tamil Nadu State Planning Commission executive vice-chairman :
2 1 Jeyaranjan said the reason the state govt replaced the rupee &
symbol was that it did not want to use the Devanagari script. i
BJP'S ATTACK | «_1tsignals a dangerous N
Union finace minister | mindset that weakens f e | B
Nirmala Sitharaman hit | Indian unity and promotes ‘e =
- S outatthe DMK govt, secessionistscntimm;m s ol E:

i e R S 8 accusing it of hurting | under the pretence o ot
TAMILNADU'S AR RINEHTLIVELD regional pride.” - v
REPLACEMENT promoting secessionist | — NIRMALA SITHARAMA . ¢
© DMK govt replaced sentiments. finance minister » ~
the rupee symbol with g -
_aTamil letter (translated as Ru) SIMMERING LANGUAGE ROW

used the rupee symbol in last
year's budget.

The Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
hagam (DMK) government
released a 24-second video to
announce the budget, which
had a logo where the rupee
symbol was replaced by the
Tamil alphabet with a tagline
“Ellorkkum Ellaam” (everything
for everyone). “This budget is
for all sections of the society,”
chief minister MK Stalin said on
X, sharing the video -- the

amplification suggesting that
the state was taking its fight
with the Centre to the next level.

Ru is the first letter of the '

Tamil word Rubaai, Which"
denotes the Indian currency in

| the southern language.

The Indian rupee symbol was
officially adopted in 2010 and
was designed by D Udaya
Kumar, a professor at II'T Guwa-
hati, who combined the Deva-
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. forthe logo of the state
‘budget 2025-26.

‘@ Ruis the first letter of Tamil word
Rubaai, which denotes Indian
currency in the southern
language.

HT Correspondents

HYDERABAD/BENGALURU/
CHANDIGARH : The ruling Con-
gress in the south Indian states
of Telangana and Karnataka, as
well as the Bharat Rashtra Sam-
ithi and the Shiromani Akali Dal
on Thursday extended their sup-
port to the DMK government over

Cong, BRS, SAD back meeting
called by Stalin on delimitation :

-invited them to thesm
schedule .ﬁlmzzﬁ n(

its opposition to the proposed

~ delimitation of parliamentary

constituencies, and agreed
in-principle to attending a meet-
ing on the issue called by Tamil
Nadu CM MK Stalin.

Earlier this month, Stalin had
sent letters to 29 parties in seven
states — Andhra Pradesh, Telan-
gana, Karnataka, Kerala, Odisha,
West Bengal and Punjab — and

The controversy came amid a spiralling row

between DMK and BJP. Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin

has opposed the National Education Policy, and
said that the three-language policy was a tactic to
. impose Hindi in a state witha strong regional
“identity. The Centre has rejected the charge.

nai, tof int action commit= | 't
tee against the delimitation exer- | a
cise. “I welcome Tamil Nadu chief
minister MK Stalin’s stand. I have
to get permission from the (Con-
gress) high command to attend
the meeting,” Telangana chief
minister A Revanth Reddy told
reporters in Delhi. P8



'Stalin drops T in Budget
logo amid language fight

! ‘Tamilalphabet Ru replaces symbol |It's dangerous FI\/I

SHUBHADEEP CHOUDHURY

? TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MARCH 13

Toughening its stance amid

the language tussle with the
- Centre, the MK Stalin govern-
- ment m Tamil Nadu has
. replaced the rupee symbol for
‘ the Indian currency with
‘ Tamil alphabet ‘Ru’ in the
. state Budget logo.
" While the move drew the ire
" of the opposition BJP, the rul-
' ing DMK said there was no
rule that barred such a depic-
| tion. The logo for the Budget,
~ released by the government
- onThursday, carried ‘Ru’, the
. first letter of the Tamil word
, ‘rubaai’ that denotes the

Indian currency in the vernac- .

- ular language. The logo also

had the caption “eve

for all”, indicating what the

DMK claims is its “inclusive

model of governance”.
Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman said the move sig- -

' nalled a “dangerous mindset
‘ that weakened Indian unity
’ and promoted secessionist

sentiments under the pretence

- of regional pride”, BJP Tamil

Nadu chief K Annamalai said,
“The rupee symbol was
designed by a Tamilian and
adopted by the whole of Bharat

“opposed or stopped using Ru  dents in Class VIII and above
in Tamil”. “Then why such  tostudya third language from
anger,” he asked Annamalai  alist of 22 that includes Hindi.
in a post on X. State Finance The Tamil Nadu Govern-
Minister Thangam Thennara- ment has objected to the
suisslated totable the Budget  third language requirement,

- on Friday. The logo forthelast  pointing out that the existing
Budget carried the Indian cur- | two-language policy —under

RORA - ﬂﬁ

‘RU ADOPTED FROM WORD RUBAAI
The logo for the Budget carries ‘Ru’, the first letter of the Tamil
word ‘rubaai’, which denotes Indian currency in the vernacular

language. The logo also had the caption “everything for all”, indi
cating the DMK’s mantra of “inclusive model of governance”

DELIMITATION THREATENS PUNJAB TOO: CONG

The Punjab Congress leaders on Thursday termed the impending
delimitation exercise a “threat” to the state’s “traditional exis-
tence” and accused the BJPHed Centre of unleashing “ political
terrorism” by using probe agencies against opponents INSIDE

Roman capltal ’ R’. The
change came in the middle of
the language war underway

and incorporated 1n1:o our cur-
rency. Thiru Udhay Kumar,
who designed the symbol, is

thesonofaformer DMKMLA. between the DMK and the
How stupid can you become, BJPled Centre over the
Thiru @mkstalin?” National Education Policy,

DMK spokesperson Sara-
vanan Annadurai said no law

which mandates, among oth-
er contentious points, stu-

which students are taught

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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rency symbol, an amalgam of
Devanagari ‘Ra’ and the
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Stalindropsi

in Budgetlogo
amidlanguage...

Tamil and English—had
served the state well all these
years. The BJP however,
maintained its formula would

benefit people travelling to

other states. It also argued

the NEP did not force astu- )

dent to study Hindi.

Stalin, who is also fighting
the BJP over delimitation,
has written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to seek his
intervention. “Not an educa-
tion policy, but a saffron poli-

cy,” Stalin on Thursday said

about the NEP while address-
ing an event.

The southern states fear
delimitation would leave them
- atadisadvantagein Parliament
- In comparison to those in the
north, many of which have
. emerged as BJP bastions,
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In defence of slowing down

How far back does the modern-day concern over busyness—for—its-own-sake go?

‘Itisnotenought ,’"
. O i

be industrious;so d s

are theants. What « g /%

areyouindustrious (%

about?"

HENRY DAVID THOREA
poet and philosopher, ina Ietterg'a friend, in1857

“Those who are wise won't be busy,
and those who are too busy can't be
wise. The wisest man is therefore
he who loafs most gracefully.”

“Extreme busyness, whether at school or
college, (church) or market, isa P
symptom of deficient vitality;and 4§ ‘
a faculty for idlenessimplies..a & 4
strong sense of personal identity.” €46
ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON :

poet, in the essay An Apology for Idlers' (1877)

LIN YUTANG, Chinese philosopher, in his book The Importance of Living (1937)

“Thereismore , £
tolifethan | @ gl
increasing = R
its speed.”

MAHATMA GANDHI (1869-1948)

“It is in our idleness, in
our dreams, that the
submerged truth
sometimes
comesto
the top.”
VIRGINIA WOOLF,

in A Room of One's Own (1929)

o @B

‘I don't think necessity is the mother of =
invention—invention, in my opinion, g
arises directly fromidleness... To -

save oneself trouble.”

AGATHA CHRISTIE (1890-1976), in her autobiography

"Life seems but
a quick

succession of
busy nothings.”
JANE AUSTEN, in Mansfield Park (i814)

“Give me two hours a "Don’

e on't ge
day of activity, 50 busv_g ;
andIlltake 4 makinga
Exkiree?ltt};?tlw‘:vo [\°/§ 7y living that
indreams”. NGy don forget
SALVADOR DALI i e
e s o Pt an e
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YAMUNANAGAR, MARCH 15
Agriculture Minister Shyam
Singh Rana today felicitated
the newly elected Radaur
Municipal Committee presi-
dent Rajnish Mehta and
councillors during a ceremo-
ny in Radaur town today.
The newly elected leaders
promised that they would
work in harmony for the
city’s development without

any hindrance. Expressing government’ (Central, state,
gratitude to the people of _andlocal) will work swiftly to_
Hadaus; the ‘minister-said:- “transform Radaur Thére will -~ Municipal Committee presi-
‘“The- BJP’s -‘triple-engine - beno shortage of funds for - dent and councillors was

Agriculture Minister Shyam Singh Rana with newly elected MC
councillors in Radaur on Saturday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

development projects.”
He said the victory of the

Iiple-engine govt will transform Radaur: Agri Minister |

essentially the victory of the
people and that their expec-
tations would be fulfilled at
all costs. Rana reiterated
that the BJP government in
Haryana was committed to
development across educa-
tion, security, healthcare
and self-reliance sectors.

He promised that essen-
tial civic amenities, such as
electricity, drinking water,
roads, paved pathways,
drainage systems and other
infrastructure, would be
provided without any delay.

He further said: ““The BJP
government has been re-

elected with a massive man-
date for the third time in
Haryana. Under Chief Min- |
ister Nayab Singh Saini’s
leadership, we are working
towards goals that were nev-
er prioritised under opposi-
tion governments. Our mis-
sion is to make Haryana the
leading state in India.” \
The minister reaffirmed
that the BJP was a well-
organised party where public
welfare was of utmost impor-
tance. He urged party work-
ers to spread awareness |
about the government's wel-
fare schemes to every citizen. |




" Cong calls for GST 20

R TR AT M R, R B R R LSS,

amid tax row on donuts

NEW DELHI, MARCH 15
The Congress on Saturday
took a swipe at the govern-
ment over its implementation
of differential GST rates, say-
ing that after popcorn, it is now

the turn of donuts to get afflict-

ed by “GSTitis”.

Congress general secretaryin-
charge communications Jairam
Ramesh cited a media report on
X which stated that Singapore-
based chain Mad Over Donuts
1s facing a Rs 100 crore tax notice

for allegedly misclassifying its
business and paying 5 per cent
GST, claiming it is a restaurant
service, as opposed to paying 18
per cent tax on bakery items.
“After popcorn, it is now the
turn of donuts to get afflicted by
GSTitis,” he postedonX.
Noting that the matter is now
in the Bombay HC, the Con-
gress leader said so much for
“ease of doing business”. “This
is why GST 2.0 is so urgent,”
Ramesh asserted. — PT1




In latest comic issue, Archie and friends revel in colours of Holi

NEW YORK, MARCH 15
Popular comic book character
Archie and his friends are
learning about Holi as the cel-
ebration of the festival of
colours in India is featured in
the comic’s latest edition.
Co-CEQ of Archie Comic
Publications Nancy Sil-
berkleit told media that Holi
celebration is part of a new 10
page Archie comic story in
‘The World of Betty & Veroni-
cadigest #38 released Thurs-
day, coming as the festival of
colours is being celebrated in
India and around the world.

CEO says deep bond she_. shares wnh wbrant Indians inspired the tale

“The thought behind this is
the beauty of India that T have
experienced in India,” Sil-
berkleit said on featuring the
story of Holi in the comic book.

In the digest, the story on
Holi is titled ‘Celebration Sur-
prise’, with Archie and his
beloved friends Betty and
Veronica learning about Holi
and the traditions of fun and
food associated with it.

She said that another impor-
tant ingredient to this project

was her desire to celebrate Om
Arora, the owner of Delhi-
based Variety Book Depot
credited with connecting
Archie Comics to India.

“After so many decades of
Om’s business ‘The Variety
Book Depot’ being the distrib-
utor of Archie throughout
India, Om and I unite, we are
family,” she said.

‘Just think a comic book
company and a gentleman
from India made a journey

decades ago to request distri-
bution of Archie Comics into
India,” she added.

Silberkleit recalls her own
experiences of celebrating
Holi during her travels to
India, through which she
said she has also experi-
enced art that celebrates
India’s creativity.

“My travels mainly to New
Delhi, Pune, Jaipur. have
always been business. I know
there is so much more for me

to learn about India, it's peo-
ple, the vibrancy and the cul-
ture. I'm excited to explore
more of India, especially Goa
and Ooty that I have heard so
much about,” Silberkleit said.

“My heart has two homes:
the US and India!”

Silberkleit shared that the *

bonds she has created with
India and its people during
her travels to the country
are the “ingredients” that
led to the ‘Celebration Sur-

prise’ story on Holi.

“Tp's been the experience of
many generous people I have
met on these travels. Inviting
me into their homes has been
extraordinarily touching. I
have learned so much from
each person’s generosity, it
has stamped a lasting connec-
tion tomy memory of thatindi-
vidual into my heart,” she said.

“Friendships, cooking, the
beautiful colours of India,
streets always celebrating life
are the ingredients that
sparked Celebration Sur-
prise,” she said. — PT1




Delhi CM meets farmers, assures to resolve issues

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MARCH 15
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
on Saturday held an interac-
tion with farmers at the Delhi
Secretariat ahead of the BJP
government’s first Budget,
set to be tabled on March 25.
Addressing their concerns,
she assured them that all their
problems would be resolved
under the BJP’s “double-
engine” government.

During the session, farm-
ers raised key demands,
including immediate imple-
mentation of a land pooling
policy, subsidy on fertilisers

- and seeds and measures to
prevent standing crops

from being inundated due
to overflowing drains during
the monsoon. They also
highlighted the issue of
diesel-run tractors being
seized after completing 10
years, urging the govern-
ment to extend their use for
farming purposes to 20
years. Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) Minister
Parvesh Verma was also
present in the meeting.

Gupta criticised previous
governments for neglecting
the needs of farmers.

“Each suggestion received
from the farmers will be care-
fully looked into, and all
problems will be resolved,”
she assured.

Delhi CM Rekha Gupta being felicitated in New Delhi on Saturday.




Hajlstorm causes cr

ANIL ANIL KAKKAR

SIRSA, MARCH 15
A hailstorm accompanied by

. rainfall struck Sirsa district

on Friday night, affecting
around 25 villages in the Dab-
wali, Rania and Odhan

| regions. The storm caused
| minor damage to wheat and

mustard crops, prompting
agricultural department offi-

| cialstovisit the affected areas

- on Saturday for assessment.

Local farmers, including

“ Mahaveer Singh, Raja Ram,

Jitender, Jassa Singh and

Narender Kumar, said the

weather had been fluctuat-

“ing throughout the day on

Friday. By evening, the con-
ditions suddenly changed
and light rain began around 9

|.pm. ‘While some villages

lages, dry hailstones fell with-

Wheat crop damaged after rain and hallstonn ina Slrsa wllage

=

s recelved minimal ramfall
‘others experienced heavy

hailstorms lasting about five

minutes,  leaving farmers

worried about their crops.
After the hailstorm sub-

sided, intermittent light rain

continued and in some vil-

out rain. On Saturday morn-
ing, a light drizzle was
observed in several areas.
With mustard crops near-
ing harvest, many farmers
had already started reaping
their produce, which was
affected by the hailstorm.
The wheat crops also suf-

Crop damage in Sirsa

fered damage, with some
plants being flattened by the
rain. Farmers have reported
their losses to agricultural

. department officials.

The hailstorm impacted vil-
lages such as Kharian, Bhu-
na, Panniwala Mota, Khai
Shergarh, Kussar, Chakkan,
Sahuwala, Rori, Jhorarohi,
Kheowali, Matdadu, Mat-
tuwala, Ghoranwali, Mehna -
Khera, Ginda and Bacher,
among others.

Dr Sukhdev Singh, Deputy
Director of the Agricultural
Department, stated that offi-
cials are currently assessing
the damage. Once the reports
are compiled, they will be
submitted to higher authori-
ties for further action. Farm-
ers can also report their loss-
es through an online portal.




UN a Google search for ‘pine nuts’,
and the highly-priced packaged chilgo-
(or neoza) seeds appear on your
screen. Currently selling for ¥4,000 to 5,000
per kg, the markets put an economic value
on the nuts based on scarce supply and
demand driven by international cuisines
and nutritional benefits, Byt the intricate
socio-cultural histories and ecological webs
in the high Himalayan landscape, which
8row and nurture this wild and rare forest
produce, are beyond monetisation,
In Kinnaur district of Himachal Pradesh,
home to the endangered Pinus gerardiana

foresisinﬂaewestem}ﬁmala\va,chilgozais
called ree in the local dialect. The pine seed

AR

naura

i listrict

o P il )ty
S porder

modity for centuries on this Indo-Tibetan
trade route, but is central to the indigenous
identity of the Kinnaura inhabitants of the
border district. While rituals in Buddhist
Kinnaura traditions are incomplete without

edible beads, it is the harvesting of the pine

. Short of a festive gathering, spread over
RS s o S i

o 4 n R 0

Sea-

son's fruiting. I witnessed one such collec-
tive harvesting, a slowly-disappearing prac-
tice, in last year at Jangi village
in Moorang tehsil, with the largest chilgoza
forests in the upper Sutlej basin.

In this customary practice, the local deity
or Shu approves the date to ‘open’ the for-
est for harvesting of the cones around fall
every year. “Weseekbl&ssingsnotjustfora
good harvest, but also for protection from
any mishaps, considering we have to climb
ﬂxetallu'eestbgettothemnes,”squDohna
Negi, as she puts on her cholu (traditional
dr&s)fortheoa'emony'l‘hemismfeﬂed
1o as Ree tai khorsa (accounts for chilgozay),
Where the presence of an adult member
from each household in the village is
mandatory. Not just absentees, even late-
comersbﬂmeeventamﬁned.’l‘hevillageis
divided into four hamlets ag per the settle-

has not just been awidely exchanged com-

greetings made from garlands of neoza’s
eonswhichholdﬂxeseedsthatisnoﬁﬁng"

A cCommunity

ment pattern, and each tol (hamlet), with
about 20 to 25 families, has a representative
who keeps annual accounts of all socio-cul-
tural events and rituals. It is only after the
puja that one representative from each fam-
ily, irrespective of the caste and gender,
moves to the forest to start the collection the
following morning. Groups of four persons
move together for the collection,

At the end of the day, the entire harvest i
bmughttooneplaceanddividedequallyper
family, Black tea is sipped with jaggery after
lunch amid generic banter and singing.
Post-lunch, before the harvest of the day is
sorted by size and equally distributed, the
village takes stock of the quality and volume
of cones, Chits of papers with names of dif-
ferent sections of the forests are placed on
the floor, and each group sends a represen-
tative to pick a chit. Itis the responsibility of
the sub-group to carry out the harvest in the
section they picked. Every family keeps
enough nuts to meet their annual house-
hold use; the rest of the harvest is sold off.

The money collected is deposited in the
kosh of the hamlet, or sometimes divided.
The fund can be used for common activities,
or be given as aloan to someone in need. In
away, this functions like a self-help group.

In a region where agro-pastoralism has
been a way of life and private landholdings

 are small, income from forest produce like

chilgoza has been critical: Prem Chand of

»Jangilammtsaboutﬂxedecxeasin’gharvest

inrecent years. “Earlier, we gotnearly 1.5 to
2 quintals per family. This has gonedown to
20-25 kg.” He identifies changing climate,

;. especially the reducing snowfall, as one of
;. the reasons; but also speaks of thousands of
" chilgoza trees that have been cut for the con-

struction of hydropower projects and trans-
mission lines in Kinnaur.

"The process of harvesting chilgoza pines
hasa]soundexgoneaslﬁftAsfaJmexsare
preoccupied with getting horticultural pro-
duce, mainly apple, to the markets, villagers

- now auction the forests to contractors, who

paynﬁgzantwkexsfoed:actmecons.'
Ix12022,aﬁreraged_fornear]yaweekm .

-Jangi’s chilgoza forest. “The entire village
"WRBISIUARS cOntiY] ity shares Buddha

Negi,a youth leader. They set up long water
pipes, made fire lines and used sand and
mud. The Forest Department arranged the

. pipes but it was the relentless effort of the

villagers that brought the fire under control.
Regenerating this slow-growing conifer
with a niche habitat is difficult, and the For-
est Department’s attempts at chilgoza pine
nurseries have met with poar sapling sur-
vival rates. When speaking of the regenera-
tion of this pine, Prem Chand doesn’t forget
to mention the bird, Ree-tod (large-spotted
nutcracker), a specialised feeder of the pine
seeds, responsible for their dispersal. “Ye
neoza ke daane apne liye chhupa ke rakhte
hain,” he adds, hinting at nature’s invalu-
able mechanism for propagation, and also
conveying that not everything is up for sale,
— The writer is a Himachal-based
researcher and activist



Consumers, on their part, need to cut down on needless purchases, besides opting for repairs and not replacements

Ensure sus

S the climate crisis deepens,

severe air pollution reduces life

spans, microplastics invade

land, sea, air, the food chain and

ost every part of the human

body, countries around the world are incor-

porating policies and practices that min-

imise environmental degradation and its
life-threatening consequences.

This transition to sustainability also
requires consumers to make conscious
decisions that bring about drastic changes
in the way they live, purchase and con-
sume. On World Consumer Rights Day
(March 15) this year, Consumers Interna-
tional (CI), a coalition of consumer groups

idwide, urged gover and busi-
nesses to ensure that sustainable and
healthy choices are more accessible, avail-
able and affordable to Emphy
sising the need for “a just transition to sus-
tainable lifestyles’, CI called for greater
protection and empowerment of con-
sumers during this changeover. India has
taken several initiatives in this direction,
but much more needs to be done.

One of the biggest challenges 1o the envi-
ronment comes from waste generation —
plastic, electric and electronic. E-waste con-
tains several neurotoxic heavy metals such
as lead, mercury and dioxins that leach into
the environment, contaminating the air, soil
and water. India's e-waste has been going
up sharply. According to the government

data (December 16, 2024), India’s e-waste,
pertaining to 106 types of electrical and elec-
tronic equipment, notified under the E-
Waste (Management) Rules, 2022 (effective
from April 1, 2023), was 17,51,236 metric
tonnes in the financial year (FY) 2023-24.

As per the annual report of the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB), the e-
waste generated from 21 types of electric
and electronic equipment during FY 2021-
22 was 16,01,155 tonnes. The capacity. for
annual processing was 17,22,624 tonnes, but
the quantity dismantled and recycled was
only 527,131 tonnes during the year. Under
the Rules, producers have the responsibili-
ty of meeting the targets of recycling.

Tb reduce e-waste, consumers also need to
cut down on needless purchases, besides
opting for repairs rather than replacements.
Planned obsolescence by manufacturers
has impacted life spans and repairability of
even those household goods described as
‘consumer durables’. Fortunately, con-
sumer demand the world over for the
enforcement of their ‘right to repair’ is fore-
ing countries to enact laws upholding this
right. India, too, is finalising a ‘Repairabili-
1y Index’ for mobile and electronics indus-
try, aimed at increasing the longevity and
repairability of these products.

Inefficiencies of service providers and
civic authorities also have the potential to
increase e-waste exponentially, and this
must change. Poor quality of power supply,
for example, results in consumers pur-
chasing generators, uninterrupted power

One,of the biggest challenges to environment.
mmesfmmwmhegmemhm ISTOCK

supply machines, besides voltage stabilis-
ers for a variety of gadgets. They not only
consume additional power, but also even-
tually end up in landfills. Similarly, failure
to provide safe drinking water by rnumu
palities comg top

water purifiers, some of which alsowasle a
lot of water during purification. The
increasing consumption of bottled water,
creating a huge plastic waste, is also on
account of this failure. Cycling and walk-
ing are two ways in which consumers can
reduce their carbon footprint, but here
again, poor pavements and lack of eycle
lanes discourage such activities.

But the biggest challenge to sustainabili-
ty and circularity comes from the ubiqui-
tous plastic, particularly plastic carry bags
and water bottles that dot our mountains,
clog our drains and rivers, line our roads
and pavements, threatening the health and
safety of not just human beings but also
other animals and aquatic life.

India's plastic waste has been steadily
going up — from 33,60,043 million tonnes
per annum in FY 2018-19 to 41,36,188 mil-
lion tonnes in FY 2022-23, according to gov-
emment data (December 2024).

Inabidto contain the menace, the environ-
ment ministry notified the Plastic Waste

t Amendment Rules 2021, pro-
hibiting identified single use plastic items,
including plastic bags with thickness less
than 120microns, plastic straws, plates, cups,
cutlery, etc. However, these banned items
continue to be in use in the market.

While roadside vendors and small shops
use prohibited bags in the absence of cheap
alternatives, larger stores have been forcing
consumers to pay for the ban, with costs for
carty bags ranging from %7 to $30 d i

ainable choices are available, affordable

constitute an estimated 43-59 per cent of
India’s plastic waste. The Guidelines on
Extended Producer Responsibility for Plas-
tic Packaging, issued under the Plastic Waste
Management Amendment Rules, 2022,
mandate producers, importers and brand
owners to collect, segregate and prmsth_e
waste. But, here again, implementation is
slack and there is lack of transparency and

accountability vis-a-vis the quan‘al:,r ofp]as-

Asperthe CPCB annual report, in FY 2021-
22, the estimated plastic waste generation
was 39,01,780 tonnes per annum and the
recycling capacity was only 9,35,290 tonnes
of 2,37,119 tonnes.

cides and chemical fertilisers leaching into
soil, water and our foods, affecting our health
and longevity. However, the high cost of such
foods is a deterrent, and this is where govern-

on the material. Consumer courts around
the country have directed stores to refund
the amount and pay compensation, but the
practice continues, in the absence of effec-
tive government intervention.

Plastic used for packaging, including rigid
plastic used by the fast-moving consumer
goods sector, flexible packaging used for
packing a variety of goods and foods, multi-
layer packaging, small pouches (sachets), all

ment inter is needed to bring down.
their costs and ensure the authenticity of
Consumers must take to sustainable
lifestyles, but that can only happen with
abundant help from the government in
terms of not just laws and regulations, but
their stringent enforcement to ensure that
take rest ibility for circularity.

— The writer is a consumer rights

and safety expert
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Farmers seek tax exemptions,

Alok KN Mishra

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Farmers' representa-
tives on Saturday met chief minis-
ter Rekha Gupta to demand tax
exemptions, public sanitation, a
solution to water logging on roads
during monsoon, and better

healthcare and education facili-
ties, in the upcoming Delhi Bud-
get, officials familiar with the
matter said. The suggestions were
made duringa meeting called by
the CM to seek opinions of various
groups of society.

Chaudhary Surender Solanki,
chief of Sakal Panchayat Palam

360, a group of villagers, said they
have demanded that the iong
pending house tax exemption in
the Lal Dora and extended Lal
Dora areas be soon announced,
and the circle rate of land be
increased to 25 crore per acre.
“We have also apprised the
chief minister about the rural

govt support in Delhi Budget

belt's demand of providing free
ownership rights to the heirs in
case of ancestral properties in the
rural belt, and those villagers’
lands were acquired by the Delhi
Development Authority, they
must be given alternative plots.
The residents of the rural belt

have also requested the chief min-

ister to develop smart villages on
the lines of smart cities in Delhi
and also requested that revised
land policy must be introduced,”
said Solanki.

Delhi's annual whichis
likely to be tabled in the assembly
in the last week of March, wiil
have suggestions from farmers

and the issues of the rural Delhi
will be resolved soon, said the
chief minister after the interac-
tion with the farmers’ representa-
tives at the Delhi Secretariat on
Saturday evening. “The govern-
ment will take necessary steps to
address the concerns raised dur-
ing the meeting,” the CM said.
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