




RUPEE SYMBOL ROW 
nagari iletter and the Latin capi-

" witha horizontal stroke. 
itis now widely used in financial 
and digital transactions, 

The Tamil Nadu State Plan 
ning Commission executive 
vice-chairman J Jeyaranjan said 
the only reason the state goverm 
ment replaced the rupee symbol 
was that it did not want to use 
the Devanagari script. "We don't 
want to use Devanagari. That's 
all." he told news agency ANI. 

The incident sparked apoliti 
cal contrOversy. The Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) hit out at the 
state government. 

"If the DMK has a problem 
Iwith ', why didn't it protest 
back in 2010 when it was offi 
cially adopted under the Con 

Igress-led government, at a time 
when the DMK was part of the 
ruling alliance at the Cen 

tre?..This is more than mere 
symbolism-it signals a danger 
ous mindset that weakens 

Indian unity and promotes 
secessionist sentiments under 
the pretence of regional pride," 

,Union finance minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman said ina post on X. 

The DMK hit back, with party 
spokesperson Saravanan 
Annadurai saying no law 
"opposed or stopped using Ru in 
Tamil"."Then why such anger," 
he asked on X. 

DMK MLA Ezhilan Naga 
nathan accused the B.JP of trying 
to provoke them. "BJP is trying 
to find all types of issues to prO 
voke us. Using the mother 
tongue for all purposes is the 
theme of the principles that they 
have set," he said. 

A DMK leader said that the 
chief minister's action was to 
only show that Tamil was one of 
the 15 official languages in the 
country. "This is our way of 
expressing our connection to 
Our mother tongue. It is not 
against the Constitution," the 
leader said, asking not to be 
named. 

BJP TN chief K Annamalai 
attacked the chiefminister., "The 
DMK Government's State Bud 
get for 2025-26 replaces the 
rupee symbol designed by a 

THE CONTROVERSY 
CAME AMID A 
SPIRALLING ROW 
BETWEEN THE DMK 
AND THE BJP OVER 
THE TWIN ISSUES 
OF LANGUAGE AND 
DELIMITATION 

Tamilian, which was adopted by 
the whole of Bharat and incor 
porated into our currency. Thiru 
Udhay Kumar, who designed the 
symbol, is the son of a former 
DMK MLA. How stupid can you 
become, Thiru @nkstalin?" he 
said on X. 

Leader of opposition and 
AIADMK general secretary 
Edappadi Palaniswami (EPS) 
called the move as DMK "diver 
sionary 'tactic". "This empty 
advertisement campaign would 
not help tò addres the people's 
aspirations and needs. This is 
just a divisionary tactic," he said. 

The controversy came amid a 
spiralling row between the DMK 
and the BJP Over the twin issues 
of language and delimitation. 
Tamil Nadu has strongly 
opposed the New Education Pol 
icy, and said that the three-lan 
guage policy is a tactic to impose 
Hindi in a state with a strong 
regional identity. 

Stalin and Union education 
minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
have sparred repeatedly over 
language and the implementa-
tion of NEP in the state, includ 
ing this week. Stalin also said 
that the Union government was 
sowing the seeds of another lan 
guage war and that Tamil Nadu 
was ready for it. Language has 
long been an emotive issue for 
the state that was rocked by 
anti-Hindi agitation in the 1960s. 

The issue also rocked Parlia 
ment this week. 

During his. reply in the Lok 
Sabha on the central funds for 
the PM Schools for Rising India 
(PM SHRI) scheme, Pradhan 
called the Stalin government 
"dishonest", evoking protests 
from the DMK MPs, who raised 
slogans and disrupted proc�ed 

FROM PAGE 1} 
ings. Pradhan said the Tamil 
Nadu government agreed to the 
PM SHRI scheme and DMK law 
makers conveyed this to him. 
"But when they went back, they 
made a U-Turn. They are doing 
mischief with the lives of the 

students. They are misleading 
the people and doing injustice to 
students of Tamil Nadu... They 
just want to do politics." 

Shortly afterwards, Stalin 
took to SOcial media to launch a 
scathing attack against the 
Union minister, who he accused 
of speaking with "arrogance as if 
he was a king" and asked him to 
"control his tongue". 

As the latest controversy 
raged, IIT Guwahati professor D 
Udaya Kumar, who designed the 
rupee symbol, refused to be 
drawn into the controversy and 
said it was mere coincidence 
that his father was a DMK law 
maker. "I don't have any reac 
tion. It's the government which 
suddenly felt that there was a 
need for a change and they 
wanted to implement their own 
seript. This is up to the state gov 
ernment. So, I don't have any 
thing to say about that. It's 
entirely up to the government" 
Kumar told news agency PTI. 

Kumar's father. N Dharma 
lingam was an MLA from the 
Rishivandiyam constituency in 
1971 from the DMK."My father 
was an MLA even before I was 
born. Now, he is old and living in 
our village, leading his life 
peacefully. It just happened to 
be a coincidence, probably I. v 
could have been somebody else 
as well," the professor said. 
PAKISTAN STRIKE 
150 captives, all of whom it said 
were linked to the Pakistan 
security establishment. It gave 
the government 24 hours to 
"release Baloch political prison 
ers and national resistance 
activists" and warned that 
"more hostages will be tried by 
the Baloch National Court and 
executed" after the deadline. 

"BLA challenges Pakistan to 
accept the reality on the ground. 
If occupying army truly claims 
victory, then it should allow 
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Hindi rovw takes new 
tuin as TN replaces ? 
Divya Chandrababu 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu on Thurs 
day replaced the rupee symbol 

with a Tamil alphabet (rans 
lated as Ru) for the logo of the 
state budget 2025-26, a sym 
bolic move that triggered a 
political storm and ratcheted up 
the already simmering tensions 
between the state and the Cen 
tre over language. 

State finance minister 
Thangam Thennarasu is sched 
uled to table the budget on Fri 
day. The state government had 
used the rupee symbol in last 
year's budget. 

The Dravida Munnetra Kaz 
hagam (DMK) government 
releaseda 24-second video to 
announce the budget, which 
had a logo where the rupee 
symbol was replaced by the 
Tamil alphabet with a tagline 
Ellorkkum Ellaam" (everything 
for everyone). "This budget is 
for all sections of the society," 
chief minister MK Stalin said on 
X, sharing the video -- the 
amplification suggesting that 
the state was taking its fight 
with the Centre to the next level: 

denotes the Indian currency in 
the southern language. 

Language shadow over state budget 

The Indian rupee synbol was 
officially adopted in 2010 and 
was designed by D Udaya 
Kumar, a professor at IT Guwa 
hati, who combined the Deva 

continued on>11 

RUPEESYMBOL 
Officiallyadoptedin 

2010, it combines the 
Devanagari letter and the 
Latin capital"R" witha 
horizontal stroke. 

The symbolis now widely used. 
in financial and digital 
transactions. 

TAMIL NADU'S 
REPLACEMENT 

DMK govt replaced 
the rupee symbol with 
a Tamil letter (translated as Ru) 

for the locgo of the state 
budget 2025-26. 
Ru is the first letter of Tamil word 
Rubaai, which denotes Indian 
currency in the southern 
language. 

Ru is the first letter of the 
Tamil word Rubaai. hchetters@hindustantimes.com 

HT Correspondents 

REASON FOR CHANGE 

HYDERABAD/BENGALURU/ 
CHANDIGARH:The ruling Con 
gress in the south Indian states 
of Telangana and Karnataka, as 
well as the Bharat Rashtra Sam 
ithi and the Shiromani Akali Dal 
on Thursday extended their sup 
port to the DMKgovernment over 

Tamil Nadu State Planning Commission executive vice-chairman 
J Jeyaranjan said the reason the state govt replaced the rupee 
symbol was that it did not want to use the Devanagari script. 

BJP'S ATTACK 
Union finace minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman hit 
out at the DMK govt, 
acusing it of hurting 
India's unity and 

Cong, BRS, SAD back meeting 
called by Stalin on delimitation 

".It signals a dangerous 
mindset that weakens 
Indian unity and promotes 
secessionist sentiments 
under the pretence of 
regional pride." 

promoting secessionist-NIRMALA SITHARAMAN, 
sentiments. finance minister 

SIMMERING LANGUAGE ROW 
The controversy came amid a spiralling roW 
between DMK and BJP. Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin 
has opposed the National Education Policy, and 
said that the three-language policy was a tactíc to 
impose Hindi in a state with a strong regional 

identity. The Centre has rejected the charge. 

its opposition to the proposed-invited them to the neeting 
delimitation of parliamentary 
constituencies, and agreed 
in-principle to attending a meet 
ing on the issue called by Tamil 
Nadu CMMK Stalin. 

Earlier this month, Stalin had 
sent letters to 29 parties in seven 
states Andhra Pradesh, Telan 
gana, Karnataka, Kerala, Odisha, 

scheduled on March 22 in Chen 
nai, to formajoint action commi 

tee against the delimitationexer 
cise. "Iwelcome Tamil Nadu chief 
minister MK Stalin's stand. I have 
to get permission from the (Con 
gress) high command to attend 
the meeting," Telangana chief 
minister A Revanth Reddy told 
reporters in Delhi. ’P8 
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Stalin dropsF in Budget 
logo amid language fight 

Tamil alphatbet Ru replacessymbol|t's dangerous: FM 
SHUBHADEEP CHOUDHURY 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, MARCH I3 

Tbughening its stance amid 
the language tussle with the 
Centre, the MK Stalin govern 
ment in Tamil Nadu has 
replaced the rupee symbol for 
the Indian currency with 
Tamil alphabet Ru' in the 
state Budget logo. 

While the move drew the ire 
of the opposition BJP the rul 
ing DMK said there was no 
rule that barred such a depic 
tion. The logo for the Budget, 
released by the government 
on Thursday, carried 'Ru', the 
first letter of the Tamil word 
'rubaai' that denotes the 

Indian curency in the vernac-. 
ular language. The logo als0 
had the caption everything 
for all", indicating what the 
DMK caims is its "inclusive 
model of governance". 

Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman said the move sig 
nalled a "dangerous mindset 
that weakened Indian unity 
and promoted secessionist 
sentiments under the pretence 
of regional pride". BJP Tamil 
Nadu chief KAnnamalai said, 
"The rupee symbol was 
designed by a Tamilian and 
adopted by the whole of Bharat 

2024 LOGO 

RU' ADOPTED FROM WORD RUBAAI 

2025 LOGO 

The logo for the Budget carries R°, the first letter of the Tamil 
word 'rubaai, which denotes Indian curency in the vernacular 
language. The logo also had the caption "everything for all", ind 
cating the DMK's mantra of "inclusive model of governance". 

DELIMITATION THREATENS PUNJAB TOO: CONG 
The Punjab Congress leaders on Thursday termed the impending 
delimitation exercise a "threat" to the state's "traditional exis 
tence" and accused the BJP4ed Centre of unleashing�political 
terrorism" by using probe agencies against opponents. INSIDE 

and incorporated into our cur 
rency. Thiru Udhay Kuma; 
who designed the symbol, is 
the son ofa former DMKMLA. 
How stupid can you become, 
Thiru @nmkstalin?" 

DMK spokesperson Sara-
vanan Annadurai said no law 
"opposed or stopped using Ru 
in Tamil. Then why such 
anger" he asked Annamalai 
in a post on X. State Finance 
Minister Thangam Thennara 
suis slated to table the Budget 
on Friday. The logo for the last 
Budget carried the Indian cur 
rency symbol, an amalgam of 
Devanagari Ra' and the 

Roman capital R. The 
change came in the middle of 
the language war underway 
between the DMK and the 
BJP-led Centre over the 
National Education Policy, 
which mandates, among oth 
er contentious points, stu 
dents in Class VIII and above 
to study a third language from 
a list of 22 that includes Hindi. 

The Tamil Nadu Govern 
ment has objected to the 
third language requirement, 
pointing out that the existing 
two-language policy-under 
which students are taught 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 



Stalin dropst 
in Budgetlogo 
amidlanguage.. 
Tamil and English had 
served the state well all these 
years. The BJP however, 
maintained its formulá would 
benefit people travelling to 
other states. It also argued 
the NEP did not force a stu 
dent to study Hindi. 

Stalin, who is also fighting 
the BJP over delimitation, 
has written to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to seek his 
intervention. "Not an educa 
tion policy, but a saffron poli 
cy" Stalin on Thursday said 
about the NEP while address 
ing an event. 

The southern states fear 
delimitation would leave them 
atadisadvantage in Parliament 
in comparison to those in the 
north, many of which have 
emergedas BJP bastions. 



In defence of slowing down 
How Tar back does the modern-dav concern over busyness-for-its-own-sake go 

"It is not enough to 
be industrious; sO 
are the ants. What 
are you industrious 
about?" 

HENRY DAVID THOREAU, 
poet and philosopher, in a letter to a friend, in 1857 

"There is more 
to life than 

increasirng 
its speed." 

"Those who are wise won't be busy, 
and those who are too busy can't be 
wise. The wisest man is therefore 
he who loafs most gracefully." 

MAHATMA GANDHI (1869-1948) 

LIN YUTANG, Chinese philosopher, in his book The Importance of Living (1937) 

"It is in our idleness, in 
our dreams, that the 
submerged truth 
Sometimes 
Comes to 
the top." 

"Extreme busyness, whether at schoolor 

college, (church) or market, isa 
symptomof deficient vitality; and 
a faculty for idleness implies... a 
strong sense of personal identity." 

VIRGINIA WOOLF, 

ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON, 

in A Room of One's Own (1929) 

poet, in the essay An Apology for ldlers (1877) 

"Life seems but 
a quick 
succession of 
busy nothings. 

"I don't think necessity is the motherof 
invention--invention, in my opinion, 
arises directly from idleness... To 

save oneself trouble." 

"Give me two hours a 
day of activity, 
and Ill take 
the other 
twenty-two 
in dreams. 

JANE AUSTEN, n Mansfield Park (1814) 

AGATHA CHRISTIE (1890-1976), in her autobiography 

SALVADOR DALI, 
quoted in filmmaker Luis Bunuel's 
memoir, My Last Sigh (1983) 

"Don't get 
So busy 
making a 
living that 
you forget 
to makea life" 
DOLLY PARTON, actor, singer and 
philanthropist, on Twitter, in 2010 
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Cong calls for GST 2.0 
amid taX rOW on donuts 
NEW DELHI, MARCH 15 
The Congress on Saturday 
took a swipe at the govern 
ment over its implementation 
of differential GST rates, say 
ing that after popcorn, it is now 
the turn of donuts to get afflict 
ed by "GSTitis". 

Congressgeneralsecretary in 
charge communications Jairam 
Ramesh cited a mediareporton 
Xwhich stated that Singapore 
based chain Mad Over Donuts 
is facinga Rs 100 crore tax notice 

for allegedly misclassifying its 
business and paying 5 per cent 

GST, daiming it is a restaurant 
service, as opposed to paying 18 
per cent tax on bakery items. 

After popcorn, it is now the 
turn of donuts to get afflicted by 
GSTitis," he postedon X. 

Noting that the matter is now 
in the Bombay HC, the Con 
gress leader said so much for 
"ease of doing business'". This 
is why GST 2.0 is so urgent," 
Ramesh asserted.-PTI 
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Hailstorm causes crop damage in Sirsa ANIL KAKKAR 

SIRSA, MARCH 15 

A hailstorm accompanied by 
rainfall struck Sirsa district 
on Friday night, affecting 
around 25 villages in the Dab 
wali, Rania and Odhan 
regions. The storm caused 
minor damage to wheat and 
mustard crops, prompting 
agricultural department offi 
cials to visit the affected areas 
on Saturday for assessment. 

Local farmers, including 
Mahaveer Singh. Raja Ram, 
Jitender, Jassa Singh and 
Narender Kumar, said the 
weather had been flåctuat-

ing throughout the day on 
Friday. By evening, the con 
ditions suddenly changed 
and light rain began around9 

pm. While some, villages 

NEWS 

Wheat crop damaged after rain and hailstorm in a Sirsa vilage. 

received minimal rainfall, 
others experienced heavy 
hailstorms lasting about five 

minutes, leaving farmers 
worried about their crops. 
After the hailstorm sub 

sided, intermittent light rain 
Continued and in some vil 
lages, dry hailstones fell with 

out rain. On Saturday morn 
ing, a light drizzle "was 
observed in several areas. 
With mustard crops near 

ing harvest, many farmèrs 
had already started reaping 
their produce, which was 
affected by the hailstorm. 

fered damage, with some 
plants being flattened by the 
rain. Farmers have reported 
their losses to agricultural 
department officials. 

The hailstorm impacted vil 
lages such as Kharian, Bhu 
na, Panniwala Mota, Khai 
Shergarh, Kussar, Chakkan, 
Sahuwala, Rori, Jhorarohi, 
Kheowali, Matdadu, Mat 
tuwala, Ghoranwali, Mehna 
Khera, Ginda and Bacher, 
among others. 

Dr Sukhdev Singh, Deputy 
Director of the Agricultural 
Department, stated that offi 
cials are currently assessing 
the damage. Once the reports 
are compiled, they will be 
submitted to higher authori 
ties for further action. Farm 
ers can also report their loss 
es through an online portal. The wheat crops also suf 
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Atthe end of 
the day, the 
entire harvest 
0sbrought to 

one place and 
divided egqually 

between 
families., 

How cilgoza 
defines a community 

PHOTO BY 
THE WRITER 

MANSHI ASHER 

UN a Google search for pine nuts', and the highly priced packaged chilgo 2a (or neoza) seeds appear on your sereen. Curently selling for t4.000 to t5,000 per kg, the markets put an economic value on the nuts based on scarce supply and demand driven by international cuisines and nutrtional benefits. But the intricate 
socio-cultural histories and ecological webs 
in the high Himalayan landscape, which grow and nurture this wild and rare forest produce, are beyond monetisation. 

The pine seed is central to the 
indigenOUS 0�entity of ine KinnaUra inhabitants of HP's border district 

In Kinnaur district of Himachal Pradesh, 
home to the endangered Pinus gerardiana forests in the western Himalaya, chilgoza is 
called ree in the local dialect. The pine seed 

has not just been a widely exchanged com 
modity for centuries on this IndoTibetan 
trade route, but is central to the indigenous identity of the Kinnaura inhabitants of the 
border district. While rituals in Buddhist 
Kinnaura traditions are incomplete without 
greetings made from garlands of neoza's 
edible beads, it is the harvesting of the pine 
cones which hold the seeds that is nothing 

three to seven days; dependng on the sea 
son's fruiting. I witnessed one such collec-
tive harvesting, a slowty-disappearing prac tice, in September last year at Jangi village in Moorang tehsil, with the largest chilgoza 
forests in the upper Sutlej basin. 

ment pattern, and each tol (hamlet), with 
about 20 to 25 families, has a representative who keeps annual accounts of all socio-cul 
tural events and rituals. It is only after the 

ily, irrespective of the caste arnd gender, 
puja that one representative from each fam 

moves to the forest to start the collection the 
following morning. Groups of four persons 
move together for the collection. 

In this customary practice, the local deity 
or Shu approves the date to 'open' the for-
est for harvesting of the cones around fall 
every year: We seek blessings not just for a 
good harvest, but also for protection from 
any mishaps, considering we have to climb 
the tall trees to get to the cones" says Dolma Negi, as she puts on her cholu (traditional dress) for the ceremony. Thepja is referred 
to as Ree tai khorsa (accounts for chilgoza), where the presence of an adult member 
from each household in the village is 
mandatory. Not just absentees, even late 
Comers to the evernt are fined. The village is 
divided into four hamlets as per the settle 

At the end of the day, the entire harvest is 
brought to one place and dividedequally per 
family Black tea is sipped with jaggery after lunch amid generic banter and singing. 
Post-lunch, before the harvest of the day is 

village takes stock of the quality and voume 
sorted by size and equally distributed, the 

of cones. Chits of papers with names of dif 
ferent sections of the forests are placed on 
the floo, and each group sends a represen tative to pick a chit. Itis the responsibility of 
the sub-group to carryout the harvest in the 

enough nuts to meet their annual house 
section they picked. Every family keeps 
hold use: the rest of the harvest is sold off. 

The money collected is deposited in the 
kosh of the hamlet, or sometimes divided. 
The fund can be used for common activities, 
or be given as a loan to someone in need. In 
a way this functions like a selfhelp group. 

In a region where agro-pastoralism has 
been a way of life and private landholdings 
are small, income from forest produce like 
chilgoza has been critical. Prem Chand of 
Jangi laments about the decreasing harvest 
in recent years. "Earlier, we got nearly 1.5 to 
2quintalsper family. This has gone down to 
20-25 kg." He identifies changing climate, 
especially the reducing snowfall, as one of 
the reasons, but also speaks ofthousands of 
chilgoza trees that have been cut for the con 
struction of hydropower projects and trans 
mission ines in Kinnaur 

The process of harvesting chilgoza pines has also undergone a shift. As farmers are 
preoccupied with getting horticultural pro 
duce, mainly apple, to the markets, villagers now auction the forests to contractors, who 
pay migrant workers to extract the cones. 

short of a festive gathering, spread overJangi's chilgoza forest. The entire village 
In 2022, a fire raged for nearly a week in 

was-on fire control duty shares Buddha 
Negi;a youth leader. They set up long water 
pipes, made fire lines and used sand and 
mud. The Forest Department arranged the 

. pipes but it was the relentless effort of the 
villagers that broughtthe fire under control. 

Regenerating this slow-growing conifer 
with a niche habitat is difficult, and the For 
est Department's attempts at chilgoza pine 
nurseries have met with poor sapling sur 
vival rates. When speaking of the regenera tionof this pine, Prem Chand doesn't forget 
to mention the bird, Ree-tod (large spotted 
nutracker), a specialised feeder of the pine 
seeds, responsible for their dispersal. "Ye 
reoza ke daane apne liye chhupa ke rakhte 
hain," he adds, hinting at nature's invalu 
able mechanism for propagation, and also 
conveying that noteverything is up for sale. 

-The writer is a Himacha-based 
researcher and activist 
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