








Data-driven policies crucial in addressmg air pollution: Experts

J.;SHF.E\'THAKUR
_‘J XE NEWS SERVICE
~EW DELHI, MARCH 7
fxperts at the World Sustain-
able Summit have empha-
sised that data-driven poli-
s are crucial in addressing
ar pollution and antimicro-
bial resistance (AMR) — two
pressing issues impacting
millions worldwide.

Speaking at the coricluding
session  of the summit,
Soumya Swaminathan,
Chairperson  of the MS
Swaminathan Research
Foundation, highlighted that
indoor pollution is a major
contributor to outdoor pollu-
tion, disproportionately
affecting women's health.

A significant portion of
chronic diseases stems from
environmental risks,”
Swaminathan stated. “Many
people fail to recognise the
extent to which pollutants

MS Swaminathan Research Foundation chief Soumya Swaminathan at the World Sustainable Summit.

like PM2.5, sulphur dioxide, also contribute to heart
nitrogen dioxide, black car- attacks, brain degeneration
bon and methane not only and diabetes.””

cause respiratory issues but She stressed the impor-

tance of data in shaping effec-
tive policies, explaining that it
provides insights into which
interventions would have the

Ereatest impact. “For

‘instance, addressing stubble

burning is crucial, but it has
lirited influence on air pollu-
tion levels in the Indo-
Gangetic Plain, asit is season-
al and contributes to pollution
for only a short period.”

Swaminathan also pointed
out that the use of biomass
for cooking is a major cause
of both indoor and outdoor
pollution, which has signifi-
cant health implications for
women. “It surprises many
that 50-60 per cent of outdoor
air pollution originates
indoors. Women, who spend
more time near open fires
and smoke, suffer the most,
along with their young chil-
dren,” she added.

On antimicrobial resistance
(AMR), Swaminathan under-
scored the need for a one
health approach, which
recognises the interconnect-

edness of human, animal and
environmental health.
“Using data, genomics and
artificial intelligence, we can
identify hotspots of antimi-
crobial resistance and target
interventions more effective-
ly," she said.

Addressing the broader
challenges of climate change,
poverty and inequality, Li
Junhua, Under Secretary-
General for Social and Eco-
nomic Affairs at the United
Nations, called for multilater-
al cooperation, stressing that
these global issues are deeply
interconnected and require
collaborative solutions.

The summit, organised by
TERI (The Energy and
Resources Institute), served
as a platform for policymak-
ers and experts to discuss
sustainable strategies for
tackling these urgent envi-
ronmental and health crises.
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Punjab among fastest growing
markets for Mercedes, says CEO

Ruchixa M Knanna
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 7
Punjab is among the fastest
8rowing markets for Mer-
cedes Benz India with singers
and composers, women and
youngsters propelling the
growth. The state has seen a
40 per cent year-on-year
growth in sales here during
2024, with Ludhiana record-
ing the highest sales.

The growth in Punjab
stood at 12.4 per cent which is

much higher than the
national number.

Among the hottest selling
models of the German luxury
carmaker in Punjab is the G-
Wagon. The age profile of the
customer has come down to
an average of 41 years as com-
pared to 50 a few years back.
Chandigarh, which is the sec-
ond biggest market for the
company in Punjab, has
shown a:preference for the
Maybach variants, though

sales growth in the City Beau- .

tiful was flat in 2024. _

This was stated by the Chief
Executive Officer of Mer-
cedes Benz India, Santosh
Iyer, during an interview with
The Tribune here today. Of
the 2000 luxury cars sold in
Punjab last year, 900 were dif-
ferent models of Mercedes
Benz — taking the company
share in the luxury car seg-
ment to 48 per cent, he added.

It may be mentioned that
Mercedes had launched three
new EVs last year.

Electric passenger '
vehicle sales rise

NEW DELHI, MARCH 7

19%in February

Electric passenger vehicle
retail sales rose 19 per cent1n

February to 8,968 units with
Tata Motors retaining the top
slot in the segment, as Per

data released by dealers’ -

body FADA. _
Tata Motors sold 3,825 units

while MG Motor India retailed
3,270 units last month.
“Electric passenger vehicles
recorded a 18.95 per cent Y-0Y
increase, reflecting growing

consumer awareness,” a FADA

official said. — PTI
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NN Vohra, Life Trustee, India International Centre, with Indonesian envoy Ina Krisnamurthi (2nd R), JNU

VC

Prof Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit (R), and Prof Shankari Sundararaman (L) at an event in New Delhi on Fnday

Managing diversity key to
national unity, says Vohra

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MARCH 7
Former Jammu and Kashmir
Governor NN Vohra on Friday
said managing diversity and
unity were intrinsically linked
for a nation, He was speaking
during a discussion on a new
book, Pluralism in India and
Indonesia; Diversity in the
Quest for Unity, organised by
the India International Centre
Vohra said, “The concept of
the book is clear — if you can-
not manage diversity, you
cannot manage unity.”
Citing India as an example,
he highlighted its vast popu-
" lation of 1.4 billion, thousands
of languages, multiple reli-
gions and a deep-rooted histo-
ry of socio-cultural and socio-
religious traditions. Vohra
cautioned, “If these founda-
tions are tampered with or

gies take hold, serious threats
will inevitably emerge.”

He emphasised the need 1o
revisit the importance of pre-
serving muliculturalism as a
means 10 safeguard national
unity. Vohra, who has served
as the Union Home Secre:
lary and Principal Secreiaty
1o the Prime Minister, undes-
soored the significance of fos:

lering inclusivity
Companing  India  and

Indonesia, he noted 1ha! tae
wo nations had historascally
coexasted i harmony, with
cultural and trade Lakages
dating back 2,000 years How-
evey, these Bes were disrupl-
od by coloniahsm, Jeading wa
decline i manume, cultural
and religious exchanges.
\lohra was joined on the pan-
el by Indonesia’s Ambassador
o India Ina Knsnamurthi,
Jawaharlal Nehru University
(WINU) Vice-Chancellor Prof

Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit
and Prof Shankari Sun-
dararaman, Chairperson of
the Centre for Indo-Pacific
Studies at the JNU.
Sundararaman elaborated on
the book's themes, explaining
that ane chapler explores why
L adiopied “Panchsheel as
2 guacking principle for ity exis-
fevice. Another section exam-
acx the deep cultural and his-
lorca! congwections  between
Loadis 2w Inchorwenta, citing the
£k bctweon Bab and Kalinga
tradern<ay Odisha) She not-
o Uuat the ool traces the tra-
Joctorses of both nations as
postcodonial states, emphasis-
ethos shaped by centuries of
envilisational exchange,
Indonesia share 2000 years of
values and culture. Both
nations are bound by a common
quest for unity in diversity,”

exploited and radical ideclo-
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|-G inaugurates Amrut Biodiversity Park
ays p(owdtng greener cleaner cityto people his pnorrty 1

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MARCH 7
Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena inaugurated the
Amrut Biodiversity - Park
next to Commonwealth
Games Village here on Fri-
day. He said providing a
greener and cleaner city to
people would be his priority.
After inaugurating the
park, Saxena said: “Around a
year-and-a-half ago, the place
was in a terrible state, full of
dirt and neglect. It was
cleaned up, and today it has
been fransformed into a
beautiful park,” he stated.
The L-G underscored the
importance of expanding
green spaces in Delhi to
improve the city’s environ-
ment. “We aim to provide the
people of Delhi with a clean
and refreshing environment
while also increasing green
spaces in the city. We are also
considering setting up a
small café in the park where
joggers and visitors can take
a break and relax,” he said.
Referring to Prime Minister
Narendra Modji’s vision of a
cleaner and greener Delhi,
Saxena noted that several

TRIBUNE PHOTO

LG VK Saxena with BJP MLA Abhay Verma and others during the inauguration of the park in New Delhi on Friday.

new projects were in progress
to achieve this goal.
“Following the Prime Min-

ister’s vision, we are working -

hard towards this goal with
several new projects-already
in progress,” he remarked.
The park also incorpo-
rates eco-friendly meas-
ures, including water con-
servation initiatives. “To

help with water conserva-
tion and attract birds, we
have  created  several
depression areas within the
park to store rain and flood-
water. Additionally, around
20,000 different plants have
been planted, which will
further enhance the beauty
of the park in the coming
years,” Saxena said.

Speaking on the ongoing
effort to clean the Yamuna
river, the L-G said the work
was progressing at full
speed under continuous

“monitoring. “Chief Minis-

ter Rekha Gupta and other
ministers are continuously
monitoring the work being
carried - out in mission
mode,” he added.




e L i

“Younger adults facing
‘more mental distress

{ 1085 & DAMAGE FUND }

US exits board of
climate fund that
aids poor nations

(Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-

than older gen: Study

‘ Rhythma Kaul

|

_
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latters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELH: The 20s and 30s are
the new 50s for mental health,a
new analysis of global mental
health has claimed, pointing out
that thereisa significant decline
in the mental wellbeing of young

adults (those in the 18-34 vears

age group), with many exhibit-
ing high levels of distress com=
to older adults (those aged

55 and above).

The analvsis identifies lifes-
tvle— screen time, isolation, and
exposure to neurotoxic chemi-
cals in food — as the main rea-
son for this deterioration.

The Sapien Labs report— The
Mental State of the World in
2024 —presentsa comprehen-
sive analysis of global mental
health trends, drawing from
over 661,000 responses across

82 countries, including India.
“The overall picture is clear:
in every region of the world,
older adults are doing relatively
well while younger generations
are struggling. The only differ-

ence between countries is how
far the Mind Health of their
younger generations has
declined. Some may simply be
further along this downward
|  trajectory than others,” said the

THE ANALYSIS
IDENTIFIES ISSUES
LIKE SCREEN TIME,
AND EXPOSURE TO
NEUROTOXIC
CHEMICALS IN
FOOD AMONG
REASONS FOR THIS
DETERIORATION

cant mental health challenges,
including anxiety, mood
swings, and feelings of hope-
lessness, in stark contrast to
lower distress levels among
older generations, it said.

In India, young adults
reported an MHQ between 30
and 40, and those 55 had an
MHQ between 100 and 110. MHQ
is a measure of mental wellbeing
on a scale of -100 to 200, with the
lower limit signifying distress
and the higher one, perfect men-
tal health.

As the Sapien Labs website

clarifies MHQ is not a score of |

“happiness” but rather mental
wellbeing.

“A key finding of the report is
the generational decline in men-
tal health, attributed to factors
such as increased screen time,
social isolation, and exposure to
neurotoxic chemicals in food

authors.

The report underscores wid-  and beverages. The impact of
| ening mental health disparities, ~technology, particularly smart-
| revealing that younger adults phones and social media, is

have an average Mental Health  highlighted asa major contribu-

Quotient (MHQ) score of 38, tor to declining mental health,

| while older adults report a fostering loneliness and hinder-

| more stable mental state with  ing emotional resilience,” the
- oan MHQ score of 101 Addition-  reportadded.

ally, 41% of younger adults It specifically highlighted

experience functionally signifi-  “weaker family bonds”, “few

-

close friendships” and rising
“parental neglect” as reasons for
social isolation. And it also
claimed that those who con-
sume ultra processed foods are
“three times more likely” to be
distressed.

The Mental State of the World
in 2024 is the annual report of
the Global Mind Project and
provides trends and insights on
the mental wellbeing of popula-
tions around the globe. The
Global Mind Project is an ongo-
ing survey of global mental well-
being along with various lifes-
tyle factors.

The report also flagged new
symptoms or manifestations of
poor mental wellbeing among
younger adults including
unwanted, strange, and obsessive
thoughts, as a sense of detach-
ment from reality, and challen-
gesin social and cognitive capac-
ities such as planningand orga-
nisation, speech and language,
focus and concentration, social
interaction and cooperation, and
managing relationships.

The authors also said multi-
ple studies from the US Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion and elsewhere show rising
rates of anxiety and depression
in young people over the past
two decades.

The report calls for a shift in
mental health research and
funding, emphasising the need
to address root causes rather
than merely treating symptoms.
It advocates for further explora-
tion of environmental and socie-
tal factors affecting mental well-
being and recommends develop-
ing targeted interventions for

Jayashree Nandi

@hindustantimes.cam
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¢ withdrawn from the
Board of the Fund for Responding
to Loss and Damage, a move that

and climate activists shared a let-

istration, which will significantly
impact climate forecasting and

letters
NEW DELHI: The US, the largest  rescarch globally.
historical emitter of greenhouse If countries continue with cur-

rent environmental policies, it will
lead to 3.1°C warming over pre-in-
dustrial levels, the United Nations

could significantly hamper an flagged last year.
internationally agreed initiative to The Fund was created after
help poorer countries deal with tough parleys at the UN Climate
the harms of the climate crisis. Conference (COP27) in Egypt's

Developing country negotiators  Sharm El Sheikh in 2022 Its objec-

tive is to provide support todevel-

ter from the Department of the  oping countriesin effortstoavert,
Treasury dated March 4, which ~ minimise and address loss and
said that the USis informingJean ~ damage associated with the
Christophe Donnellier, developed  adverse effects of climate change.
country co-chair of the Fund, of its The Board of the Fund made
withdrawal. Both the US Board  progresstowards full operationali-

Board sationatits third meeting in Baku,
down  hosted by the COP29 Presidency of

member will be stepping %)
immediately, it informed. Azerbaijan last year. Currently,
The US is the second largestcar- ~ several countries including UAE,
bon dioxide emitter in the world Germany, Italy and France have
currently (after China), but histori- pledged around $740 million to the
cally remains the largest polluter. fund. The US pledged 5175 million
The US is responsible for 20% of “The decision by the Trump
historical CO2 emissions globally administration to withdraw from
| petween 1850 and 2022, with per the new Fund notonfy exemplifies
capita emissions of 18 tC02e/capita & ing pattern of obstruc-
compared to the global average of ~ tion by the US government in
4.71C02e/capita, according tothe  securing necessary finance for
UN Environment Programme’s ~ addressing climate impacts but
Emissions Gap report of 2024. also undermines global efforts to
This is only the latest of several deliver climate justice. While their
steps that President Donald absence might keep theambition
Trump has taken in line with his of the Fund from being diluted. it
stance against global climate does not absolve the US of its
action. Shotlyafter takingover, he  responsibilities. As the largest his-
_s:gnecl_aqexecutiveorderdmect- torical emitter, the US bearsa sig-
ing US withdrawal from the Paris  nificant share of the blame for the
climate agreement, which many climate adversities affecting vul-
fear isaprecursortothe USexiting  nerable populations worldwide.
the UN climate framework alto- ~ We must hold them accountable,”
gether. The administration also  said Harjeet Singh, climate activist
dismissed hundreds of researchers  and founding director, Satat Sam-
and meteorologists at the National  pada Climate Foundation.
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What the virus cost us

ow did a once-ina-cenfury
' pandemic Impact the
Indian economy?

The most mechanical o
rather dehumanised way
to answer this question

would be to say ftt an annual eco
wkmmu\n( 5.8%) ~ the first In

decades — 1 duﬂl‘ future eco-
nomic growth to mb: Jevels for a consid
erable period (See Chart 1)

A more nuanced answer requires ookdng
at the economic data tn greater detall and
Nagging multiple trends which defineate the

i 's economic impact across class.
sectors and varfous stakeholders in the
Indian cconomy-

Even in the immediate aftermath of the
pandemic, its disruption was not the same
across sectors. Sectors such as agriculture

like

gCONOMY ] STILL PAYING THE PRICE

the pandemic with very Titie financtal scar-
ring, while a restaurant owner whose bust-
ness was boorainy pre-pandemic but con-
tingent on footfall, mnhnl‘llv n 4 tourist
or bustness district, would have scen the
business devastated

The overall impact was eventually
shaped by class than sector.
The rich, with much less fmpact on thelr
averall financial health, accumulated what
have now been described as forced savings
Even if money was not a problem, they
could not spend on activities such as travel
and tourism, new cars or even eating out.
because of supply chain disruptions. The
war In Ukraine and China’s zero-C
fcy much after the rest of the world ad
eased restrictions added to these supply
chain disruptions, altering habits over &
longer term.

the other hand, had (o

The poor, on
resort (o loans to fund even basic require

ments. Many had to shift children from pri
vate to government schools as incomes
dled: borrow money from predatory

did not face any lockdo!
Operations were almost completely unin-

lenders at exorbitant rates; and move from
farm to farm employ nt even If it

terrupted. Contrac services,
meanwhile, suffered the most. This shows
up clearly when one Jooks at the detailed
break-up of Gross Value Added (GVA),
which is GDP minus subsidies and taxes.

Agriculture had an annual growth of 4%
in 2020-21 while the trade, hotels, transport,

and vices
part of the services sector contracted bya
massive 20% that year.

Not all service-sector activities were
affected equally. If one were working in the
financial markets or with a software com-
pany, the pandemic caused very little dis-
ruption once companies figured out how to
work remotely.

Both workers and companies made or
lost their fortunes depending on how
affected and disrupted their sector was by
the pandemic. A relatively poorly paid IT

professional who could switch to work-
from-home was more likely to emerge from

Ahmﬂyofm@mwrkzrslummmbdonloonmzon

meant very little money in hand

To be sure, a lot of the (relative) spending
to support the consumption of the poor was
in the form of higher government deficits.
The fiscal deficit spiked sharply In the after-
math of the pandemic and is still in the
process of being gradually brought down.

(See Chart
What the fiscal support gave (0 the econ-
omy was perhaps taken by ‘monetary tight-
ening once the worst of the pandemic was
over. The Reserve Bank of India has Just
started the pivot towards reducing interest
rates. The relief from this pivot will take
some time to materialise through the trans-
mission effect channels in the system.

H ow have the initial differences in the
disruptions of the pandemic affected
the economy in the years since things nor-
malised? Post-pandemic growth numbers

HT ARCHIVES

{ cianr1 ] Papdemit's |mpact on'lndia's GDP i

% - Numbers in

FOR THE POOR THE

ROAD IS LITTERED
WITH NEW ROADBLOCKS,

SUCH AS UNPAID SELE-
EMPLOYMENT RATHER
THAN REWARDING
SALARIED WORK

had an artificial boost to them because of
t-up demand from the pandemic years.

The best way (o understand this fs by
fooking at the annual growth numbers in
the economy along with the compound
annual growth rate (CAGR) from pre-pan
demic levels. The former has st rted losing
momentum as the latter catehes up, with
what can be described A Jong-term trend
growth rate for the Indian economy

To be sure, this is not to suggest that the
well-off part of the Indian economy is losing
momentum in a mw? Tncome-tax collec-
tons, a beliwether of formal sector labour
Incomes, continue t0 ﬁmw #t 4 robust pace
and views are stifl bullish on the premium
segments of the consumer economy.

What

has haj however, is more 00
the lines of a rationalisation of the growth
momentum, Once someone has bought the
mﬂrynntzdmmwuunafamw
of delayed supplies, they are un! fkely to do
this again for some time. |

Povﬂnpoommep-mmupmrdnwuw
is still proving to be a steep one.

These segments have started moving
from villages back to citiesand from unem-
ployment to employment, but this road Is
still littered with new roadblocks such as
unpald self-employment rather than |
rewarding salaried work. I

Between their own and
support from the government, they have |
perhaps just enough to buy food. but not |
enough money to spend as they would like
wonmlngsmchudommnnhmo{
the reasons India continues 0 be a high
food Inflation but low core inflation (non-
food, non-fuel) economy, despite growth
losing momentum relatively, compared to
pre-pandemic levels.

The biggest change from the pre-pan-
demic era, although not necessarily
because of the pandemic, has been in the

world economy.
Advanced economies, with the US Jead-

ing the way, are much more protectionist
and m¢ today than earlier. . Geopok-
itics lsslgnlﬁmndymaremrbuhumu
any time in the last half-century. China,
despite

what looks like an frreversible siow-
down in its growth, is sitting on massive
overcapacity.

‘Will all this strengthen or weaken India’s
chances of galnlgyggnt: the China+] senti-
ment — driven e desire am
multinationals to derisk their mm
ing from the jolt it suffered during the pan-
demic, when suppliers or manufacturing
partners in China stopped or slowed pro-
duction — to boost {ts long-term growth?
(s?wﬂ] ul:) alignm ultiple

t an ent of m
verbial stars for this to happen. m:;

The government is hoping to push more
reforms to facilitate this. It is also asking
businesses to share more with their work-
ers, to stimulate demand.

Then there Is the question of exploiting
our already diminishing demographic divi-
dend opportunity.

The key takeaway is clear. The pan-
demic’s macabre spectre is now behind
India — but economic policy must get its
act together to deal with a host of new,
once-in-a-lifetime challenges for the nation.

roshan k@hultvecom
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2024-25 and 2025-26 pambens are Revied
m-ﬂq-u_n 1




The three waves of the Covid-19 pandemu inIndia

The country's battle with the virus s L '
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Principal Secy; Sirmaur DC fined in green damage case

PANKAJ SHARMA

NAHAN, MARCH 8 _

The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has taken strict action
against government officials
in a case pertaining to alleged
environmental damage

caused by a limestone com-
pany in Sirmaur district. The

tribunal has Imposed a fine of
Rs 10,000 on the Principal
Secretary, Environment and
Forests, and the Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) of Sirmaur for
failing to appear before it.
Justice Arun Ktimar Tyagi,

in arecent order, directed the
Deputy Commissioner to be

present at the next hearing -

with all decuments related to
the case. The!penalty -was
imposed due tothe continu-
ous absence of both officials
from the tribunal’s proceed-
ings, despite several notices.
The case originated from a
petition filed by residents of:
Kumer village in* Kamrau
tehsil, who alleged that Giri
Lime and Chemical Private
Limited was. causing heavy
environmental .degradation
through its limestone mining

activities. The petition, filed in
July 2023, stated that construe-

The petitioners claimed ‘

.that despite repeated com-

plaints, the administration
took no action. They also
expressed feared that the
debris from the mining site
could bury their entire vil-
lage in the future. -

The NGT had formed a

committee, which




Fisheries startup conclaye
held to push innovation

NEWDELHI, MARCH 8

The Department of Fisheries,
under the Ministry of Fish-

eries, organised the Fisheries
Startup Conclave 2.0 today in

Hyderabad. The event was

naugurated by Union Fish-
eries Minister Rajiv Ranjan
Singh, Minister of State SP

Singh Baghel and NITT Aayog
Member Ramesh Chand.

The Startup Conclave 2.0 is
meant to promote innovation
in the fisheries sector
Through the Fisheries Start-
up Grand Challenge 2.0, sur
port will be extended to

wnning Startups with 15,7 g

ning proposal will receive
structured incubation suppert

from ICAR-Central Institute
of Fisheries Technology,

- National Fisheries Develop-

ment Board, or other affiliated

Institutions under the Depart-

ment of Fisheries. Theseineu-
bators will play a crucial role

in mentoring startups, offer-

ing capac1ty—bu11dmg pro-
grams, and providing access
to’ manufacturing infrastruc-

‘hnetohelpmemwalethm_r

solutions effectively. :
Ind.ia S ﬂshenes seehr ﬁ
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TEHSILDAR
CONUNDRUM

RucHmka M KHANNA

N Punjab's Addi-
tional Chief Secretary
(Revenue) Anurag Ver-
ma got closed-circuit tel-
evision cameras installed

to monitor public dealing works and
alleged illegal practices during property
registration in January this year, 98 per
cent of the CCTV cameras were found to be
non-functional. When the T80 cameras
installed in the 181 tehsil offices were
made operational, most were found to be
facing the ceiling fan or towards the door.
It's a telling commentary on the function-
ing of the revenue offices. The stain of cor-
ruption is not easily erasable.

After the Vigilance Bureau booked some
revenue officers on charges of corruption
last month, it triggered a protest by the
Punjab Revenue Officers’ Association.
Last week, after the revenue officers pro-

ceeded on mass casual leave and refused
to register any sale deeds for two days, over
200 Tehsildars and Naib Tehsildars were
transferred and 15 Tehsildars faced sus-
pension. The tough. stand taken by the
Bhagwant Mann government had a high

public approval rating. The protest was
called off “unconditionally”, without even
the reversal of posting and transfer orders,
In a state where land is the most prized
asset, the common perception is to come
prepared for greasing palms for any deal-
ing that involves a revenue office interface
— even attaining a general power of attor-
ney or registration of will, for that matter.

Revenue officials, on their part, feel they
have been marked out for special attention
and are the easiest pick — not the police, or
the staff of other departments — whenev-
er the government of the day feels the
need to make a splash about being serious
in tackling corruption. “This so-called war
against corruption invariably happens
when the government feels cornered and
is facing challenges on the governance
front," says a retired officer.

“There are black sheep in all offices, but
we becomne the fall guys for every govern-
ment. Do you think that only revenue offi-
cers take bribes? It goes up to the highest
level in the government. It's a well-ciled
machinery where the revenue officers are
at the forefront. For any public function,
the arrangement of food, drinks,

acousties, etc, is assigned to the Tehsildar |

or Naib Tehsildar by the Deputy Commis-
sioner. There is no system of allocating
funds for these expenses. The Tehsildar
then has to arrange funds and there may
be instances where the amount collected
is more than what was needed," says Har-
bans Singh, who retired as a Tehsildar
from Ropar two years ago.

The stain of conmuptionis not easily erasable

-..1'1 Wi

in Punjab certainly not at revenue offices

There's no proof to substantiate the alle-
gations, but there have been whispers in
the corridors of power for years now that
getting a posting in the tehsil offices at
Zirakpur, Dera Bassi, Mohali, Kharar and
some tehsils of Jalandhar, Ludhiana and
Patiala requires officers to pledge a cer-
tain amount to the powers that be. The
bribe money is allegedly paid to both the
senior officers and the ruling political
class. “A person who cannot ensure the
sum will get a posting at the farthest

session, Leader of Opposition Partap Singh
Ba]wawhﬂetakmgadlgatthenﬂmgm

over its anti-corruption campaign, remind-
ed the treasury benches of a list of 48 rev-
enue officers prepared by the former Chief
Director of Vigilance Bureau and shared
with the former Chief Secretary. “This list

11, A1 1, had :}W '“’Ie mi'ddl&
men. When the revenue officers got wind of
it, they threatened the then Chief Secretary
that they would release the list they had of
all the IAS/IPS officers who owned benami
ies in the state. No further action

place,” says a retired Tehsild
In the recently concluded Vidhan Sabha

—— .

I'leﬂwtd Bajwa claimed.

Punjab R Officers’ A
acting chief Lachchman Singh had earlier
termed the action against the revenue offi-
cers unfair. “We agree that some officers
are corrupt but to vilify all the officers is
unjustified, evenas the ruling party wants

“to create its own political narrative to woo

the public,” he had said.

The system demands that the revenue
officers take “financial help”, says Mohan
Singh, a retired Kanungo. “Corruption goes
right to the top level.  myself explained this
to the Chief Minister during my meeting
with him. In patwarkhanas, even the pow-
erhills come in the name of the Patwari, and
not in the name of the Revenue Depart-
ment. He has to pay this, and the system
forees him to collect money,” he adds.

A former top officer of the Revenue
Department, who did not wish to be
named, said that during the tenure of for-
mer Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal,
when a Tehsildar was caught by the Vigi-
lance Bureau with ¥25,000 stashed in his
office drawer, he said the money was col-
lected to pay for the hospitality bill of the
CM's security. “It was then decided to
have a budget for the same. It is another
matter that the budgetary allocation was

neither sanctioned, nor availed,” he rues.

Systemic failure, the strong hold of cor-
ruption in state government offices, selec-
tive targeting, and on-off anti-corruption
campaigns that promise much but deliver
little — Punjab’s administrative conun-
drum is complex. Or pretty simple, many
would say: just pay and get work done,
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* | GST rationalisation review
in ﬁnal stages: Sitharaman

een power and ancther 7,000

in the pipeline,” Vaishnaw said,
India is also hard at wormn
advancing its technological ca]’&

j Mint Correspondent

bilities with a focus on a
| letters@hindustantimes com intelligence. Iln the W(;:'ild?f § _
- s there are five layers - chip, 3
MUMBAL vernment is in
k the final st;h:sg(?f reviewing the dation model, application, data |
country’s goods and services tax centre and hyperscale, and taleng, -
(GST) regulation, and rationalisa- Our three foundational modeﬁ
; tion and reduction of the levy should be ready by the end of this
a would happen soon, Union year. Our work on developing our”
finance minister Nirmatla Sithara- own GPU should happen if1 the
man said at The Economic Times next 34 years.”
. can | Awards for Corporate Excellence “We are working towards dem-
cnity 2024 on Saturday. ocratising technology. In this new
build Sitharaman said representa- knowledge revolution, Indlawm
yrove  tions from states related to emerge as one of the major play- |
abili- changesin GST werein the final ~ Nirmala Sitharaman at the ers in providing services and crez- |
nen  stage of review, and the Union awards functiononSaturday.  tion of technology,” the mmister :
lling  government was considering put- added.
ation = tinga proposal for rationalisation =~ negotiations were speedily han- Vaishnaw was also thereup-
iding  ofthe levy and potential changes  dled or the language ofthedocu-  ent of the ET Business Reformé
ment | in the tax slabs before the GST  mentwasloose ortherewashasty award for his work in rallway“sﬂ‘*
erin = Council in its next meeting. understanding of the collateral  and information technology. ‘:
ost = The GST Council comprises we will face. Today, the com- Kumar Mangalam Birla, chair-~
 the Union finance ministeralong  merce ministry is engaged in  man of Aditya Birla Group, was
with all state finance ministers.  reviewing FTAs already signed - felicitated as Business Leaderof
GST rates have come downsince  including ones with Japan, Korea  the Year. Venu Srinivasan, Chair- ;
the lawwasimplementedin 2017, or ASEAN,” the ministernoted. =~ man Emeritus at TVS Motors,
and the currently ongoing revi- The government is encourag- ~ was presented with the Lifetime
. sionisalsolikelytolowerthelevy  ingretail investors to participate - Achievement Award. The late
. | further, the minister said. in public sector banks, Sithara- industrialist Ratan Naval Tata
| "ArthetimewhentheGSTwas man noted. “That we'll have to  was bestowed with the ET Jewel §
L - launched, the revenue-neutral allow retail shareholders to par-  of India award on Saturday. '
. A’ - ratewasabout 15.8%,” said Sithar-  ticipate in public sector banks isa Zomato was named the Emerg- |
“A | aman principle agreed to by this govern- Com of the Yearand Len~
nan =~ Sitharaman also said that the ment. We want to have more and lsnk?art’s cg%lznder and chief exec:
ker,  World Trade Organization (WTO)  more retail investors and banks  utive officer Peyush Bansal was
ctof | wasineffective inresolvingtrade  actively buying and selling shares Entrepreneur of the Year. Visha-‘
rof | disputes, making the clarity of andenteringthesecondarymar-  kha Mulye was awarded Busk -
_ | languageinbilateral agreements  ket.” nesswoman of the Year for her
niti- | more important amid tariff Ashwini Vaishnaw, Union contribution to Aditya Birla j
dig- | uncertainties, minister for railways, information  tal. ¢
pre- | Speaking about negotiation of  and broadcasting, and electronics The award for Conscious Cor- &
self- | free trade agreements, Sithara-  andIT, said that India Railwaysis porate of the Year went to ‘
ast- | man said that India’s interest ontracktoachieving net-zerocar-  Industries and Mahindra &
tial | must be put first bon emission by 2030, Mahindra emerged as the Cgﬁ‘ ,
| ‘Twon'tshyawayfromsaying  “Wewill havea100% electrified pany of the Year. Journarst ase. -
PM | thatsome of the bilateral agree-  railway network this yearand we geopolttical mligt?ttgmobal
ing | ments done earlier, even with are also targeting scope 2 net-zero of‘:ha:‘t(lgrn 3
pr groups of countries, either the by tying up 4,000 megawatt of Indian
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