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{ TRUMP'S AXE ON NOAA }

Jayashree Nandi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Trump admin-
istration has dismissed hun-
dreds of researchers and meteor-
ologists at the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA), a move scientists
warned on Saturday will signifi-
cantly impact climate forecast-
ing and research in India.

Experts emphasised that
global cooperation on climate
modelling and research is essen-
tial for forecasting severe
weather events, with NOAA
playing a strategic role in these
efforts.

“Most of the global data, the
models, and tools that we use are
from NOAA. Around 50% of the
ocean observations in the Indian
Ocean are supported by NOAA,”
said Roxy Mathew Koll, Climate
Scientist at the Indian Institute
of Tropical Meteorology and
Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
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mate Change (IPCC) author.
The dismissals come at a criti-

cal time for US-India climate
cooperation. Last July, NOAA
announced that a 12-year collab-
oration between its Atlantic
Oceanographic and Meteorolog-
ical Laboratory and the Indian
ministry of earth sciences had
culminated in the renewal of
technical cooperation in track-
ing tropical cyclone and their
prediction in Indian seas.

According to NOAA's official
page on bilateral agreements,
the agency “is engaged in
numerous programmes, part-
nershipsand collaborations with
MOoES and other Indian science
agencies in meteorology, climate
variability and change, hydrol-
ogy, oceanography, and coastal
and ocean management”.

Koll warned of far-reaching
consequences: “The fundamen-
tal model that we and the India
Meteorological Department use
for weather and seasonal fore-
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casts and climate projections in
the country are developed by
NOAA scientists. In fact, to
address challenges in weather
and climate forecasting, we
needed NOAA to scale up their
operations and also strengthen
our collaborative efforts. Hence,
any weakening in NOAA's func-
tion is going to be detrimental
for climate research, monitor-
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Experts fear blow to climate researc

NOAA is engaged in numerous programmes and partnershi
with MoES and other Indian science agencies.

SHUTTERSTOCK

ing, and disaster preparedness
worldwide.”

While the India Meteorologi-
cal Department did not com-
ment on the impact of the NOAA
staff cuts, a senior meteorologist
at IMD, asking not to be named,
acknowledged the global reper-
cussions. “NOAA runs climate
models which are adapted by
many countries including India

h after sackings in

for climate forecasting. Obvi-
ously, there will be a g}obal
impact. But data may still be
available since they can source
data from other private agen-
cies,” the meteorologist said.
Mahesh Palawat, vice presi-
dent of climate and meteorology
at Skymet Weather, criticised the
approach of reducing human
expertise in climate science. "In
the US, we are seeing downsiz-
ing of climate and weather-re-
lated research. The thinking is
that Artificial Intelligence and
modelling can do everything. But
that is not the case. Human
interpretation and experience of
the meteorologist or the scientist
always counts,” he said. Palawat
questioned the practicality of the
cuts: “...Manpower reduction in
this sector is not a good idea sim-
ply because depending on
machines alone is not feasible.
Science is not at that stage yet.”
M Rajeevan, former secretary
at Ministry of Earth Sciences
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US agency

(MoES) and climate scientist,
said that NOAA is a premier
organisation for weather and cli-,
mate. “...The biggest advantage
with NOAA is that they put out
all products online. Anyone can,
use it,” he said. “MoES and
NOAA have an active collabora-
tion in weather and climate in
terms of observations and mod-
eling... They keep helping usig
improving models...” )

Rajeev termed the dismissals
at NOAA as “disastrous”. “Cut-
ting down NOAA will impact
their own disaster management
It is a bit like cutting the tree
branch in which they are sitting
comfortably,” he said.

The staff reductions follow a
pattern of disengagement by the
US from climate initiatives. Sci-
entists noted that any temporary
financial benefit from diverting
money away from climate action
would be outweighed by the
much higher costs of exceeding
Paris Agreement goals.
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NEW DELHI: Located in southeast
Delhi, Jangpura is a popular hub
for history enthusiasts and truth
- seekers. However, the locality
- name traces its origin to a mala-
' propism and influence of local
- tongues; “Youngpura”, as it was
| supposed to be called after a
. British officer in the pre-Inde-
! pendence era, became Jangpura,
' according to a popular theory.
|

|

The fabric of the area is traced
in a book titled “Portrait of a Com-
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A panel discussion at the event
on Saturday. VIPIN KUMAR/HT

munity-Jangpura”, released at the
Amar Nath Sehgal Private Collec-
tion on Saturday.

Sohail Hashmi, a city chronicler

Book release takes people to
Jangpura through the decades

who authored the book, said, “In

the early 1900s, a British officer,

Captain Young, was entrusted with
setting up the area for residents,
The area was named Youngpura
after the British officer.”

The book traces the history of

the area since 1911, when Delhi
was announced as the capital of
British India. The book also famil-
iarises its readers with iconic eat-

eries in the area, including Nov-
elty Diary and Stores (since 1956),
Afghani restaurant Kadimi,
Pappu Kachori Wale, and Janta
Bakery, among others.



At least 3,240kg toxic waste linked
to Bhopal gas tragedy burnt in trial

Shruti Tomar
letters@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL: At least 3,240kg of toxic
waste linked to the 1984 Bhopal
gas tragedy was burnt under the
trial incineration till Saturday
evening, and the air quality and
other parameters continued to
be in the permissible range, offi-
cials said on the second day of
thetrial.

The process of incineration is
being monitored by officials
from Central Pollution Control
Board and Madhya Pradesh Pol-
lution Control Board, Dhar dis-
trict collector Priyank Mishra
said. For combustion and clean-
ing of toxic waste especially soil,
3,240 kg of lime has been mixed

with the waste, MPPCB regional
officer Shrinivas Dwivedi said.
About 3,600kg of lime,
1,800kg of activated carbon and
24kg of sulphur were used for
cleaning the flue gases (a mix-
ture of combustion products).
"About 400 to 500 litres of diesel
is being consumed per hour for
waste combustion, and about
21,000 litres have been con-
sumed till now, Dwivedi said.
“The amount of flue gases
emitted from the chimney are
found to be within the pre-

scribed standard limits. The .

emission of particulate matter is
8.6 mg/normal cubic metre,
whose prescribed maximum
standard limit is 50 mg/normal

cubic metre. Similarly, the emis-

sion of sulphur dioxide is 62 mg/
normal cubic metre, its maxi-
mum standard limit is 200 mg/
normal cubic metre. Emission of
nitrogen oxides is 52.5 mg/nor-
mal cubic metre, its prescribed
maximum standard limit is 400
mg/normal cubic metre,” he
said.

Meanwhile, fresh protests
broke out in Pithampur on Sat-
urday. “We reached out to the
protesters and told them that the
trial was going on scientifically
and safely at Pithampur. After
that, the protesters ended the
sit-in within 30 minutes,” super-

 intendent of police Manoj Singh

said. A large contingent of police
has been deployed around the
incineration site. '




' } SEEDLESS FRUITS, HEALTHIER POTATO CHIPS?

Crunchy outsxde, CRISPR inside

<7 ould greens get crunchier, potatoes get
" healthier, and tomatoes calm rattled
\ . mnerves?

&0 Inlate 2021, Japanese company Sanat-

ech Seed launched Sicilian Rouge tomatoes that

were genome-edited to produce high levels of
gamma-aminobutyric acid (GABA), a compound
naturally found in the brain. The neurotransmit-
ter has been linked to stress reduction and

the lowering of blood pressure. While

fruits such as strawberries, lychees .«
and tomatoes naturally contain
GABA, researchers gene-edited
tomatoes to offer four to five
times the amount compared to
conventional varieties.

The tomatoes became the
first food gene-edited using
CRISPR-Cas9 technology to be
commercially available in Japan.
Also in 2021, Japanese stores began to
sell puffer fish and sea bream genome-edited to
grow bigger and meatier. These were developed
by the Regional Fish Institute in collaboration
with the Kyoto and Kindai universities.

In 2022, researchers in South Korea edited
tomatoes using CRISPR technology, to make
them richer in Vitamin D,

Agritech and seed companies are at the fore-
front of harnessing the potential of genetically
edited food, driving development in the emerging
field. A team of researchers at the US-based agrit-
ech company Pairwise, for instance, is working
on a niche offering: less-pungent mustard greens.

Seedless blackberries and pitless cherries are .

expected next, says Pairwise CEO Tom Adams
(below).

o Fruit waste, such as cherry pits or peach

stones, can be a major inconvenience
and a deterrent for consumers. “It’s
not just about creating a new prod-
{  uct; it’s about expanding access to
healthy, fresh produce in a way that
fits into modern lifestyles,” he adds.
While humans have always cross-
bred and hybridised produce, these
changes are both more substantial, and
> are being effected much faster—a new
more palatable variety of mustard greens
took six months, as opposed to decades.

The key, of course, is CRISPR, which allows for
more precise hybridisation, greater uniformity
and the window of a few months to create truly
new and exciting fresh produce.

“Gene editing will not replace traditional
methods but will complement them. The beauty

The less-pungent mustard greens at Pairwise.

of gene editing is its precision. It allows us to
build on the foundations of traditional agricul-
ture while introducing innovations that weren’t
feasible before,” Adams says.

Back to the promise of healthier potatoes,
researchers at Murdoch University are working
to eliminate acrylamide, a potentially cancer-
causing compound that potatoes can form when
put in cold storage and then fried. So far, a
CRISPR-Cas9 system has managed to reduce
acrylamide-producing abilities by about 80%, in
alab setting.

It'll be a while before the fries are ready.
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Hail damages cropsinvillages of 4 districts Farmers in 100 villa

~ HARYANA

03

ges of Ambala

district suffer crop loss due to rain

DEEPENDER DESWAL Department data revealed

R Farmers can register for relief ~ Deperiment data revealed

HISAR, MARCH 1 various places, Hisar and

S, on govt portal before March 10 various places. Hisar and

have reportedly caused dam- | = e ! rainfall, followed by Karnal =~ NITisH SHARMA

age to rabi crops due to a hail- (7.5 mm) and Mahend s

storm that occurred in about (55 mm), Panipat district AMBALA, MARCH 1

10 villages in the district on reported the highest of 115  Crops in around 100 villages
Friday night. Hailstorm also mm rainfall. Moderate show-  of the distriet have suffered
hit Jind, and Charkhi Dadri ers were reported in Bhiwani - losses due to the untimely
districts, damaging wheat, and Palwal, while Fatehabad  rain and hailstorm last
mustard and vegetable crops. and Sirsa remained dry. The  evening in Ambala.

Farmers have demanded a distriets of Palwal, Nuh, Farmers claimed that
girdawari and adequate com- Ambala, and Panipat mustard, sunflower, potato,
pensation for the crop loss received the highest precipi-  sugarcane, wheat and veg-
The farmers at Dhansu, Kir- tation, with rainfall signifi- eiahlem‘ps suffered severe
tan, Matarshyam, Shahpur, cantly ding normal lev- The harvested
Kalwas, Gaibipur, els this winter season, mustard seeds were also
Mangali, Sulkchani, Talwandi Expertsat Chaudhary Cha-  washed away.

Rana and Bugana reported  Flattened wheat crop in a village of Jind district. vuenoer maratis  tan Singh Haryana Agricul- As per initial reports, the
hail They said ipods — tural University, Hisar, said  hailstorm affected crops in
fell to the ground, and wheat  ment's compensation portal ~ district, the BKU has while rainfall was beneficial nearly 100 villages in
cropswere flattened by strong  before March 10. The affected  demanded compensation. for wheat and mustard Ambala-1, Barara, Saha and
‘winds and hail areas include Bud M hile, the temny crops, strong winds could Mullana blocks of the dis-
In Jind, hail occurred for 13- Bhongra, Durjanpur, Uchana  dropped by an average of 07 - cause lodging. trict. The mustard crop suf-
20 minutes in about 20 vil- Kalan, Khapad, Barsola, degree Celsius in the state Dr OP Bishnoi, a wheat fered a major loss, while the
lages, wresking havoe on Khatkar, Barodaand Rojkhe-  today as compared to yester- ialist, said the rain sowing of sunflower and
mustard crop, and strong  da In Charkhi Dadri, some day, though the average mini- ellmnar.ed the need for maize, and uprooting of
winds flattened wheat crop.  villagesin Badhrablockexpe-  mum temperature remained  additional irrigation at this  potato, has been affected.
The Agriculture Department  rienced hail and crops were  36°Cabovenormalonaverage.  stage, He advised farmers The Bhartiya Kisan Union
said farmers who had damaged, particularly wheat. The lowest temperature was  to monitor fields for yellow (Charuni) has sought a com-
incurred damage could regis-  Agriculturaly ded at Gy 125°C).  rust in wheat and ensure pensation of Rs 50,000 per
ter complaints on the govern- The Indian M logical i

ing the damage. In Bhiwani

B

proper d

acre. Union chief Gurnam

Bhartiya Kisan Union (Charuni) seeks
girdawari, 350,000 compensation per acre

SUBMIT REPORT ON DAMAGE BY SUNDAY: CM

survey to assess the loss
and release adequate com-
pensation immediately. The
compensation will help the
farmers in sowing the next
crop.”

wr:chlefhﬁnwliaﬁb&@hmhasaslma

ners (DCs)

on the damage
mﬁamlmemhgmmm resabralnandmn—
storms affected crops in several parts of the state on February
27 and 28. The DCs had been told to send the information to
the headquarters by Sunday so that the Kshtipurti portal could
be opened and famers compensated accordingly, he added.

Singh Charuni said, “Due to
the hailstorm last evening,
the farmers in Ambala and

leaders also demanded
compensation for the losses
and submitted a

Kurukshetra have suffered
heavy losses. The farmers
don't have any other source
of income and they are in no
position to sow another crop
in the current situation. We
urge the state government
to get a special girdawari
done and release compen-
sation at the earliest "
Bhartiya Kisan Union
(Shaheed Bhagat Singh)

dum to the City Magistrate,
Ambala, for onward trans-
mission to CM Nayab Saini.

BEU (SBS) Ambala dis-
trict chief Gurmeet Singh
Majri said, “The farmers
have suffered heavy losses
in green fodder, mustard,
tomato, capsicum, wheat
and recently sown sun-
flower crop. The union has
requested the CM to order a

M ile, the Deputy
Director Agriculture,
Ambala, Jasvinder Singh,
said, “There is a report of
losses in around 100 vil-
lages. Around 11,000-acre
area was under mustard
this year, of which around
3,000-acre was already har-
vested. Loss of around 30-
70 per cent is being report-
ed in around 5,000-acre
crop. The sowing of sun-
flower and maize was
underway, and the hail-
storm has affected it. The
uprooting of potato will also
get delayed by a couple of
days. Not much damage to
wheat has been reported so
far, while fruit plants have
suffered damage as flower-
ing was at its peak.”




+ Farmers demand
survey of crops

TRiBUNE NEWS SERVICE

PALWAL, MARCH 1
The local unit of the Samyukt
Kisan Morcha (SKM), an
association of farmers, has
demanded immediate survey
of the crops that have suf-
fered damage due to untime-
ly rain and hailstorm in vari-
ous parts of the district in the
past 48 hours.

A spokesperson of the mor-
cha said that the standing
rabi crop of wheat in several
villages has suffered damage,
but the authorities are yet to

launch a survey to assess sthe
damage in order to pmvxde
compensation for the loss.
Mahender Singh Chauhan,

a spokesperson of the SKM,

said that reports from the vil-

lages like Aurangabad, Mitrol,
Sondh, Banchari, Lohna,
Bamni Kheda, Rundhi, Ladi-
aka, Dighot, Manpur Gahlab,
Kaundal, Ferozepur Rajput,
Phulwari, Janachauli, Jain-
pur, Gharot indicate loss due
to rain and hailstorm.

He said similar damage
had been reported due to
natural calamity in March
and December last year, but
many farmers are yet to get

relief for it.
He said while the district

authorities need to order a
survey of the loss to the crops
caused recently, the farmers
have been asked to register
their complainits and details of
crop damage on ‘Meri Fasal,
Mera Byora’, the official por-
tal of the state government.
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A farmer shows the damage
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caused to his wheat crop at Manjoli village in Patiala. pHoTo: RAJESH SACHAR

Hailstorm damages wheat crop
on 700 acresat Patiala village

‘Monrt KHANNA

TRIBUNE NEWS SEl_lVICE -
PATIALA, MARCH1 -

A severe squall followed by
2 hailstorm on Friday

| evening caused a signifi-

cant damage to wheat crop,
on around 700 acres at Man-
Joli village in Ghanaur
tehsil of Patiala district.

Patiala Chief Agriculture
Officer Jaswinder Singh
confirmed the extensive
damage, stating the depart-
ment had received reports
about the destruction
caused to the wheat crop
due to the hailstorm.

“Teams were dispatched to .

Manjoli village for an initial
survey-and the preliminary
assessment revealed that the
crop on nearly 700 acres hag
suffered damage. A report
has been compiled and sent
tothe department for furthey
evaluation. The field staff is
now working on a detailed
assessment to quantify logs.

es suffered by individual

_ farmers,” he added.

While Manjoli village bore
the brunt of hailstorm, no
major report of crop flatten-

,ing or damage was received

frpm other parts of the dis-
trict, except for some isolat-

“ed areas where recently irri-

gated crops were affected
by strong winds,

Director ~  Agriculture
Jaswant Singh had on Fri-
day directeq the monitoring
staff to visit fields, assess the
situation and fije 5 report.

mer Dalvir Singh of
Manjoli expresseq distress
While showing his damaged
Wheat crop, He said he had
S0Wn wheat on five acres
ﬁnd Was  anticipating a

UMper yield, «Byi the
entire standing cyop was
deStl‘O)):ed due to the hail-
::101:11 he lamenteq, adding
ina - 38riculture wag becom-
. l:g mcreasing]y challenging

Unpredictable and

extreme weather events. He
said he had spent over Rs 1
lakh on seeds, sprays and
field maintenance, apart
from labour costs. - :
The hailstorm did not spare
horticulture crops either
Director Horticulture
Shailender Kaur acknowl-
edged the damage to veg-
etable crops across the state
and said the field monitoring
teams had been deployed to
assess the extent of loss.
Deputy Director Horticul-
ture Sandeep Singh Grewal
said the hailstorm was not
widespread.  ‘“Vegetable
growers who had sown early
varieties of brinjal, cap-
sicum and other crops in
Inderpura village along the
Nabha road in Patiala, have
suffered losses. However,
no report of damage has
peen received from other
areas so far. The field staffig
collecting data to gauge the
total impact,” he added.



28 drug samples manufactured in state found substandard

SOLAN, MARCH 1
As many as 28 drug samples
manufactured by 26 pharma-
ceutical firms of the state
were among 145 drugs
-declared not of standard qual-
ity by the Central Drugs Stan-
dard Control Organisation
{CDSCO) in its monthly alert
issued last evening. This
amounts to 19 per cent of t.he

-..-..-— = .

total drug samples declared
not of standard quality.

Among the 26 firms, 16 are -

located in Solan district with
a majority of them being
third party manufacturers in
Solan city and its periphery.
The remaining firms are
located in Kala Amb and
Paonta Sahib in Sirmaur dis-

trict and Kangra district.

Among the commonly used
drugs that figure on the list
were Cefixime and Ofloxacin
tablets, Ocuex Eye drops,
Nutribest-Plus, - Ofloxacin
and Ornidazole tablets,
Rebast-ARD, Solikast-L,
Hyoscine Bufylbromide
tablets, Aceclofenac, Parac-
etamol and Serratiopeptidas
tablets, Wincold Z, Megaceclo

MR and Rizdox-200 tablets.
Bronkorex AM Syrup used
to treat cough with mucus
lacked the requisite assay.
Three batches of Mupirocin
ointment did not conform to
Indian Pharmacopeia’s
specifications. Rabeprazole
Sodium, Ciprofloxacin and
Ceftriaxone injections were
also on the list. —TNS
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Scientific spirituality, is it possible?

% CIENCE, to me, is not just about the
latest technology, medicine and oth-
er gadgets. Ttis a humanistic and eth-
| ical way of living. Science guides me
“how 1o deal with my

emotional and psychosocial needs, fears and
anxieties. I derive all my ethical principles and
actions from science.

In recent times, with generally fading practices
of the ritualistic aspects of organised religions, a
trend is emerging — trying to blend the rational-
ity and objectivity of science with the subjective
faith of religion and spirituality. Is it possible,
meaningful and necessary to do so?

I'wish toshare my understanding of what is sci-
entific thinking, and what is the scientific way of
life. Science inspires me to live a good life in an
ethical, responsible, and joyful manner. Being a
lifelong student, researcher and teacher of sci-
ence, my understanding of the foundational ele-
ments of scientific thinking are as follows:

1. Science is not any supernatural and tran-
scendental knowledge revealed to one person
or a select group of people in one step or in a
short span of time. '

2, Scientific knowledgeis a collective and contin-
uous derived chain of explanations put forward
by human beings to resolve the queries, ques-
tions and doubts about the natural universe.

3. Scientific explanations are ad hoc and can be
repeatedly modified, revised or changed based
on new observations and facts.

4, Science neither claims nor tries to search, dis-
cover or reveal any ideal, perfect, absolute and
single eternal truth.

5. Scientific explanations are eventually evi-
dent and testable, and these are neither

UN
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dependent upon nor based on the will of any
real or imaginary entity.

6. Science thrives and evolves by questioning
and challenging its concepts, observations, facts,
beliefs, and persons.

7. Scientific concepts, values and technologies
apply equally to all.

It is not enough to know theoretically what is
science, and then claim that I have a scientific
attitude and way of life. It is crucial to be also able
to recognise the “unscientific” in our behaviour.

According to me, I will be unscientific:

1. If I have an unquestionable belief, faith and
devotion in one or more assumed transcendent
powers or entities imagined to be omnipresent,
omniscient, eternal and supernatural.

2, If I perform any kinds of prayers, and other
acts and rituals out of want, fear or helplessness
in handling uncertainties and emotional chal-
lenges of life.

3.IfT consider others whose ways of living, dress-
ing up, food habits and physical appearances are

different from mine, as being bad, inferior and
sinful; and
4. If Tuse supernatural concepts such as fate, des-

unymddeah(karnm}asmistolegmnme Jus-

tify and maintain social inequalities and biologi-

cal deviations and inadequacies.

Being aware of what is unscientific guides me
and gives me a choice of living my life scientifi-
cally, morally and ethically without any fear of
punishment or craving for a reward.

Living scientifically does not mean that it
makes me a robotic, emotionless, inhuman
machine. I also face and undergo all kinds of
emotions and challenges. I do grieve in sorrow; I
do rejoice in the achievements of others; I do
become confused and frustrated by the uncer-
tainties and insecurities in life.

Under such emotional situations, I try not to
succumb to the pressure of behaving unscientif-
ically for getting any temporary and illusionary
solace. I regain stability and peace through liter-
ature, philosophy, music, solitude and travels.

What makes us human beings is ourmoral and
ethical matrix Being honest, trustworthy; helpful,
caring, kind, responsible, forgiving and compas-
sionate are the fundamentals of human ethics
and decency, These values have emerged and
evolved internally with the socio-cultural evolu-
tion and needs of human beings. Thereis nothing
supernatural or spiritual about the origin and sig-
nificance of these values and practices.

For me, scientific thinking and scientific living
free me from having to carry the unwanted and
unnecessary burden of socially imposed fears
and dictates.

— The writer is a biogerontology
scientist based in Denmark
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'INDIA HAS GONE
FROM BEING THE
BACK OFFICETO

WORLD FACTORY’

e

Vrinda Tulsian
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India is now manu-
facturing everything from semi-
conductors to aircraft carriers,
gaining recognition for its inno-
vative capabilities, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said on Satur-
day, underlining the country’s
increasing role as an export hub.
“The world is keenly watching
2lst-century India,” the prime
minister said, while speaking
about the country’s growth and
its expanding role on the global
stage at the NXT Cornclave, orga-
nised by the ITV network at the
Bharat Mandapam in Delhi.
“Few years ago, I had pre-
sented the vision of ‘Vocal for
Local and ‘Local for Global’ to
the nation and today, we are
seeing this vision turn into real-
ity,” he said, emphasising that
India’s Ayush products, yoga,
millets, makhana (fox nuts) and
turmeric have gained global
recognition, v A
“India is not only providing
products to the world but is also
becoming a trusted and reliable
partner in the global supply
chain... India is not just a work-
force but a world-force,” the PM
said, underscoring the country’s
transition from being the world's
“back office” to becoming the
new factory of the world.” »pw




World is keenly watching
’Iﬂdla of 21st century: Modi

.' Vrmda Tulsian
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,'l NEW DELHI: India is now manu-
- facturing everything from semi-
conductors to aircraft carriers,
gaining recognition for its inno-
vative capabilities, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said on Satur-
day, underlining the country’s
increasing role as an export hub.
“The world is keenly watching
21st-century India,” the Prime
Minister said, while speaking
about the country’s growth and
its expanding role on the global
stage at the NXT Conclave, orga-
nised by the ITV network at the

Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi.

“Few years ago, I had pre-
sented the vision of “Vocal for
Local’ and ‘Local for Global’ to

the nation and today, we are see-
ing this vision turn into reality,”
he said, emphasising that India’s
AYUSH products, yoga, millets,
makhana (fox nuts) and tur-
meric have galned global recog-
nition.

Modi mentioned that his
friend Tony Abbott, the former
Australian PM, experienced
Indian millets, also referred to as
“Shri Anna” first hand at Delhi
Haat and enjoyed the millet
dishes, which pleased him.

“India is not only providing
products to the world but is also
becoming a trusted and reliable
partner in the global supply
chain... India is not just a work-
force but a world-force,” the PM
.said, underscoring the country’s
transition from being the world’s

“back office” to becoming the
“new factory of the world. s
Highlighting the progress
made over the past 10 years in
the country, Modi said: “India’s
leadership in various sectors is
the result of years of hard work
and systematic policy decisions.”
Referring to the recently con-
cluded Maha Kumbh in Prayag-
raj, the PM said: “The world is
witnessing India’s organising
and innovating skills”. “India is
moving forward with the resolve
to become a developed nation in
the next 25 years,” he said, add-
ing he wanted to see “Made in
India” become a global mantra.
The event was also attended
by Tony Abbott and former Pres-
ident and PM of Sri Lanka Ranil
Wickremesinghe.




Agri growth, rural prosperity
twin ob]ectlves of Centre: PM

TRIBUNE NEWsS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MARCH 1
Development in the agricul-
ture sector and the prosperity
in villages are the twin objec-
tives towards which the gov-
ernment is working, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
on Saturday. Addressing a
post-Budget webinar on
‘Agriculture and Rural Pros-
perity’, Modi observed that
agriculture is the “first
engine of development” and
that the budget reflects “con-
tinuity in policies while
expanding the vision for a

developed India.”
Highlighting the success of
the Pradhan Mantri (PM)
Kisan Samman Nidhi, Modi
said nearly Rs 3.75 lakh crore
had been transferred to the
accounts of 11 crore farmers,

“The annual financial assis-

tance of Rs 6,000 is strengthen-
ing the rural economy,” he said.
The Prime Minister further

bl
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IMPLEMENT BUDGET IN SPEEDY MANNER

&6 Itisimportant to implement this year's Budget in
a speedy manner. As the Budget has been presented, -
our entire focus should be on action NOW. Narendra Modi, .

pointed out that agricultural
production has risen from
265 million tonnes to over 330
million tonnes in the past
decade. “We have announced

the formation of PM Dhan

Dhanya Krishi Yojana in the
Budget. Under this, focus will
be on the development of 100

districts with the lowest agri-

cultural productivity in the
country,” he said.

“It is important to imple-
ment this year’s Budgetin a
speedy manner. The Budget
has been formed and our
entire focus should be on the
action,” Modi said, adding
that the stakeholders should
identify “obstacles and
shortcomings” in budget
implementation.

The Prime Minister high-
lighted ICAR’s contribu-
tions, stating that between
2014 and 2024, more than

2,900 new varieties of food-

grains, pulses, and sugarcane
and other crops were devel-
oped using modern tools and
cutting-edge technology in
the breeding programme.
“You have to ensure these
new varieties are available
at affordable rates to farm-
ers. We also need to ensure
farmers’ produce is not
affected by weather aberra-

tions,” Modi said.
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