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India, EU lay the ground for 
Rezaul H Laskar 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: India and the Euro 
pean Union (EU) on Friday agreed 
to work on a security and defence 
partnership to jointBy counter 
common threats and, with an eye 
on China, focused on ways to 
ensure a free, open and peaceful 
Indo-Paciñc built on international 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and European Commission Presi 
dent Ursula von der Leyen said 
they would "expkore a security and 
defence partnership" even as the 
two sides tackle traditional and 
non-traditional threats to safe 
guard trade and sea lanes of com 
munication, according to a joint 
leaders' statement issued after 
their talks. 

deeper Security, defence ties on knowledge, capacity 

Security and defence coopera 
tion was among the three focus 
areas for Von der Leyen's visit to 
India, the others being trade and 
investment and connectivity initia 
tives. Von der Leyen travelled to 
India with 22 of the 27 members ot 
the EU College of Commissioners, 
underscoring the European bloc's 
eflorts to ramp up ties with India 
amid uncertainty created by the 
policies of the Donald Trump 
administration in the US. 

Modi and Von der Leyen 
expressed satistaction at growing 
India-EU cooperation in defence 
and security, including joint mili 
tary exercises and collaboration 
between the Indian Navy and the 
EU'S maritime security entities, 
and reiterated their commitment 
to global security, including mari 
time security, the leaders' state 
ment said. "They emphasised the 
need to deepen collaboration in 
counterterrorism and 

strengthen international coopera 
tion to combat teTorism, includ 
ing croSs-border terrorism and 

terrorism financing in a compre 
hensive and sustained manner," 
the 'statement said. 

to 

The EU welcomed India's inter 
est in joining defence industrial 
projects under the bloc's Perma 
nent Structured Cooperation 
(PESCO) initiative and to engage in 

negotiations for a Security of Infor 
mation Agreement, which is 
expected to facilitate the exchange 
of information on sensitive and 
defence technologies. 

"Our growing c cooperation on 
issues related to defence and secu 
rity is a symbol of our mutual 
trust. We will take forward our 
cooperation on cyber-security, 
maritime security and counter-ter 
rorism," Modi said at a media 
interaction with Von der Leyen. 

".We welcome the EUs decision 
to join the Indo-Pacific Oceans Ini 
tiative. We will work together on trianguar development projects 
for sustainable and inclusive 
development in the Indo-Pacific 

Von der Leyen said Europe sees 
India as"a pillar ofcertainty in an 
increasingly uncertain world" ata 
time when "authoritarian states 
are getting bolder, ignoring bor 
ders and threatening peace at sea". 

"Now is the time to step up our 
security and defence cooperation 
on land, at sea and in space." 

said:"Ensuring its security is vital, 
not just for India but for the whole 
world." Both sides should expand 
joint naval exercises and deepen 
cooperation in protecting under 
sea cables for data connectivity. 

Von der Leyen also listed the 
possibility for cooperation in mili 
tary hardware. "India is s looking 
into diversifying its military supply 
and access to new capabilities, so 
does Europe. So, both India and 
the EU can be partners on this 
topic," she said. 

She described the Indian Ocean 
as a "lifeline for global trade" and 

The leaders' statement said the 
two sides will work to promote a 
free, open. peaceful and prosper 
ous Indo-Pacific built on interna 
tional law and mutual respect for 
sovereignty and peaceful resolu 
tion of disputes underpinned by 
effective regional institutions" 

While the statement made no 
reference to China, officials from 
both sides privately acknowiedged 
shared concerns about Beijing's 
increasingly assertive actions 
across the Lndo-Pacific, especialy 
in the South China Sea, and the 
need for joint efforts to protect 
maritime trade routes. 

Von der Leyen announced the 
proposed security and defence 
partnership while delivering a 
speech at an event organised by 
the magazine India's World, and 
said it will build on work already 
being done by the two sides in 
areas such as maritime security. 
The partnership with India would 
be on the lines of the EUs similar 
initiatives with Japan and South 
Korea. It will bolster joint efforts to 
COunter common threats such as 
"cross-border terTOrism, maritime 
security threats, cyber attacks or 
the new phenomenon we see: 
attacks on our critical infrastruc 
ture", she said. "This is not only 

t stability in our respective about 

regions. But it is also a key part in 
strengthening our economic secu 
rity and ultimately our prosperity. 
And this is why security should be 
a core part of our new strategic 

partnership with India." 
India and the EU conducted 

their first joint naval exercise in 
the Gulf of Guinea in October 
2023, and this was followed'a 
month later by the posting of the 
first military attaché at the EU mis 
sion in NÁw Delhi. In February 
2022, the EU launched a coordi 
nated maritime presence in the 
northwestern Indian Ocean to 
ensure a European naval presence 
in the Indo-Pacific. 

Ahead of Von der Leyen's visit, 
the two sides were working on 
other building blocks to intensify 
defence and security cooperation. 
This includes a new strategic dia 
logue on foreign policy issues, the 
elevation of security and defence 
tallks to the level of the defence sec 
retary, closer collaboration on 

omeland seiaison 0 urity issues and the 
officer at posting of an I 

Indian Navy's Intormauo the 
Fusion Centre-Indian 
Region (IFC-IOR). 
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During her speech, Von der 
Leyen also raised the impact of 
conflicts in Europe, the Middle 
East, Asia, and Africa. Despite the 
geographical distance between 
Europe and India, she cautioned 
that-the fallout of the Russia 
Ukraine conflict can impact other 
parts of the world. 

Highlights of EU chief's visit 
India and the European Union agreed to bolstercooperation In areas of 
trade, technology, and security during the two-dayvisit of the EU College 
of Commiss+oners, led by European Comission chlef Ursüla von der Leyen. 

he two sides agreed on the olowing concrete steps: 

Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) 
Pursue negotiations for a 'balanced, 
ambitious, and mutually beneficial' 
FTA with the aim of concluding the 
deal by the end of the year 

Cooperation in 
defence and security 
The two sides agree to explore a 
security and defence partnership, with 
the EU welcoming India's interest in 
joining projects under the Permanent 
Structured Cooperation (PESCO) and 
engaging in negotiations for a Security 
of Information Agreement (SolA) 

India-Middle 
East-Europe Economic Corridor 
Undertake steps for realisation of the 
India-Middle East-Europe Economic 
Corridor (IMEC), which was announced 
during the G20 Leaders' Summit in 
New Delhi in September 2023 

Increasing 
collaboration in 
maritime domain 
Engage on maritime domain 
awareness with a view shared assessment co0rdinating 

interoperability 

HT Correspondent 
lettecs@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: Members of the 

Europe 
opean Union's College of 

missioners were ferried Cor their botel to the venue for from 
their meetings with Indian offi 
cials on Friday in a hydrogen 
fuel cell bus to demonstrate the 
commitment of the two sides to 
green transportation. 

Trade and Technology Council (TTC) 

European Commission Presi 
dent Ursula von der Leyen, who 
is in India with 22 members of 

Direct the TTC to deepen cooperation in semiconductors, 
Artificial Intelligence, high-performance computing, 6G, and Digital c Infrastructure 

Expand clean energy partnership 
Intensify cooperation in areas such as clean hydrogen, 
offshore wind, solar energy, and sustainable urban 
moblity 

Trilateral cooperation projects 
Take up trilateral cooperation projects across Africa and 
the Indo-Pacific region 

Disaster management 
Develop appropriate arrangements incduding on policy 
and technical level engagement for preparedness, 
response capacities and coordination 

the 27-strong College of Com 
missioners, later witnessed a 
digital payment through India's 
Unified Payments Interface 
(UPI). Von der Leyen, in public 
remarks on Friday, said the two 
sides are working for interopera 
bility between their digital pub 
lic infrastructure. 

EU chiefUrsula 
von der Leyen 
witnesses the 
use of UPI 
payment 
mechanism P 

The EU Commissioners trav 
elled from Imperial Hotel on 
Janpath to the stately Hyderabad 
House near the India Gate circle 
on the bus powered by hydrogen 
fuel cell technology that was 

EèS College of 
Commissioners 
travel ina 
hydrogen fuel 
cell bus PTI 

jointly developed by Tata Motors 
and Indian Oil Corporation Lim 
ited. 

1 IERVIEW } HENNA VIRKKUNEN FUROPEAN COMMISSION'S EXECUTIVE 

VICE-PRESIDENT FOR TECH SOVEREIGNTY. SECURITY AND DEMOCRACY 

The sides of the blue and 
white vehicle featured the slo 
gan:"This bus runs on H20 with 
zero emissions." 

We're on the same page 

Photos released by the exter 
nal publicity division of the 

ernal affairs ministiy showed extern Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Von der Leyen standing in 
front of the bus outside Hydera 

bad House. 

NEW DELH0: The second ministe 
rial meeting of the India-EU Trade 
and Technology Council (TTC) on 
Friday identified six priority sec 
tors for cooperation, inchuding dig 
italisation, semiconductors and 
setting ICT standards, sajd 
Vi VTKKunen, the Euronean Co 
mission's executivevice-president 
for tech sovereignty, security and 
democracy. Virkkunen, who is 
tasked with combating security 
threats fadng the EU and strength 
ening internal security, said in an 
interview with Rezaul H Laskar 
that the 27-member bloc sees 

India as key partner for technology 
and security initiatives. Edited 
excerpts: 

What are the key outcomes 
of the India-EU mneetings, 
including the second minis 
terial meeting of TTC? 

to ital skills 
closely cooperate for a skilled 
workforce. This is very important 

How willTTC support the 
finalisation of a FTA within 
the year? 

I think it was very successful 
because the EU and India are keen 
to strengthen cooperation, espe 
cially in technology. We identified 
six fields where we want to coop 
erate more closely. One is digital 
services because both sides are 
very developed in digitalisation of 
public services. In the EU, we are 
working on the digital wallet and 
we will work for interoperability 
between the two systems, 
example with electronic signa 
tures and documents. We will 
have two billion citizens with 
interoperable electronic services 
when it comes to public docu 
ments and businesses, because in 
Europe we are also working on 
business wallets for companies. 

The second important sector is 
semiconductors because it's super 
important for the EU and India to 

strengthen build up capacities, 
value chains and ensure we have 
strong economic security. AI is 
something where we want a 
human-centric approach and De-risking is something we 
make sure technologies are serv- started to [focus on] during Covid. 
ing citizens and our democracies. Because of the restriCtions, many 
We will invest in supercomputers important sources were closed 
and launch a common project to and our manufacturing faced chal 
build up capacity to support lenges. For example, we realised 
research and startups. We will that in critical medicines, it's 
focus on mogmatics using 

for the EU because we have an 
ageing population and we lack 
skilled workforce, and we know 
India has much talent 

Technologies are a very impor 
tant part of our cooperation.. espe 
cially in these times when geopoli 
tical tensions are very high. It's 
important to have trusted partners 
and this is where EU and India will 
work very closely together with 
technologies and digitalisation. 

How much are these efforts 
being driven by the policies 
of tTrump administration? 

In the EU, we realised during 
the Covid pandemic and after Rus 
sia started the full-scale war in 
Ukraine that it's important [not to 
be] dependent on any one country 
in critical sectors. The EU has been 
building up our capacities in criti-
cal sectors. When it comes to tech 
nologies, it's important we have 
our own knowledge, skills and 
capacity, but it's also important to 
have trusted partners. India is a 
very important partner for us 
because it shares similar views. 
But the US is also an important 
partner for the EU, because in 
technology they are very competi 
tive and the biggest companies are 
often from the US. 

How much is the E¯S policy 
of de-risking supply chains, 
especially in the co ntecooning China, a factor 
ties with In�ia? 

supply chains. Also when it comes 
to rawnaterials and semiconduc 
'tors. I thinkit was some kind of a 

call. It's an important 
part of de-risking that we 

shouldn't be dependent on one 
country, one economy, one source 
in any critical field. 

expertise, technology collabora gen bus was to show the extent 
of work ongoing in terms otr at the Imperial Hotel, 

of tion to share, which is ongoing." 

renewable energy and green 
technologies. Green transition is 
very much part of India's priori 
ties," Tanmaya Lal, secretary 
(West) in the external affairs 
ministry, told a media briefing. 

"We have set very ambitious 
renewalble energy targets, and 
green hydrogen will form a very 
important sector in our pathway 
towards those targets. That is 
also one of the areas where the 

The idea behind the hydro- EU and India have a lot of 

How will you work with 
India on semiconductors and 
are there plans to collabo 

HEWDfLiti 
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EU delegation takes 'hydrogen bus' in Capital, tries UPI 
Von der Leyen witnesseda digi 
tal payment made by EU ambas 
sador Hervé Delphin using the 
UPI mechanism. As a UPI device 
provided an instant audio confir 
mation of the payment, 
Leyen clapped and said, "Super!" 

Lal said digital transforma 
tion and green energy transition 
are areas where India has 
quickly developed its capabili 
ties, and also where India and 

|ASSAULT IN BUS 

en der 

rate with Taiwan, which is a 
world leader in chips? 

Taiwan has a big role nowadays 
but the EU also wants to be strong 
when it comes to semiconductors 
and India has a sumilar approach. 
India and the EU have their own 
strengths and we are looking at 
how we can complement each 
other... We have to look at how we 

can strengthen the supply chain. 
We already have a MoU on semi 
conductor cooperation and we are 
going deeper in certain areas 

You are responsible for AI 
innovation. How do you 
plan to work with India in 
this area? 

Al is very important for both of 
us. We know India is going to host 
the AI Summit this year and has 
taken a leading role in global dis 
Cussions on trustworthy and 
human-centric AL We have quite a 
simiar approach to boosting inno 
vation in this field. e are starting 
to work more closely with super 
computers and building our skills 
and capacity together... We also 
have to be aware of the risks and 
make sure of safety and a human 
centric approach.. 

1Wea 

How can the EU and India 
work together on emerging 
security threats, inchuding 
online? 

The EU is facing challenges to 
Or security and we are very much 
under attack. There is a ful-scale 
war in Ukraine, butalso our infra 
structure is under attack We are 
facing sabotage and Russia has 
been pushing migrants to our bor 
ders to destabilise our democra 
cies, and our electoral processes 
have been under attack. Technol 
ogy is an important tool when we 

kabout democracy. We have speak ab0ut to make sure it's not misused I 

think it's an area where we can 
have closer coordination 
India. President Von der Leyen 
also spoke about defence industry 
[cooperation] because EU states 
are going to invest much more on 
defence. There we need partmers, 
and India could bea partner for us 

Does EU see defence indus 
trial cooperation as a way to 
wean In�ia away from Rus 
sian military hardware? 

All countries have their own 
foreign policy and relations, but 
for the EU, the main threat is Rus 
Sia.. .Russia is attack£ng Ukraine 
and thatis also the reason why we 
are building up our own det 
capacities in the EU. 

the EU are collaborating closely. 
The two sides announced joint 
funding of 60 million euros for 
green energy initiatives, includ 
ing research on electric vehicles, 
marine plastics and converting 
waste to green hydrogen. 

Von der Leyen also took a 
stroll through odhi Garden. 
"Surrounded by ancient monu 
ments, lush greenery, and 
vibrant birdlife, she immersed 
herself in the essence of India's 
incredible heritage" an EU offi 
cial sai. 

law andrespect for sovereignty. 

region and Africa. 

gating natural haz-important we have very strong 
ards and 
supercomputers. 

We will work closely on ICT 
standards andjnlents andd dig 
impole and'we are swilling, 
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Book release takes people to 
|Jangpura through the decades 
Aheli Das 

aheli.das@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: Located in southeast 
Delhi, Jangpura is a popular hub 
for history enthusiasts and truth 
seekers. However, the locality 
name traces its origin to a mala 
propism and influence of local 
tongues; "Youngpura", as it was 
supposed to be called after a 
British officer in the pre-Inde 
pendence era, became Jangpura, 
according to a popular theory. 

The fabric of the area is traced 
in a booktitled �Portrait of a Com 

A panel discussion at the event 
on Saturday. VIPIN KUMAR/HT 

munity-Jangpura", released at the 
Amar Nath Sehgal Private Collec 
tion on Saturday. 

Sohail Hashmi, a city chronicler 

who authored the book, said, "In 
the early 1900s, a British officer, 
Captain Young, was entrusted with 
setting up the area for residents. 
The area was named Youngpura after the British officer." 

The book traces the history of 
the area since 1911, when Delhi 
was announced as the capital of 
British India. The book also famil 
iarises its readers with iconic eat 
eries in the area, including Nov 
elty Diary and Stores (since 1956), 
Afghani restaurant Kadimi. 

Pappu Kachori Wale, and Janta 
Bakery, among others. 



At least 3,240kg toxic waste linked 
to Bhopal gas tragedy burnt in trial 
Shruti Tomar 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

BHOPAL: At least 3,240kg of toxic 
waste linked to the 1984 Bhopal 
gas tragedy was burnt under the 
trial incineration till Saturday 
evening, and the air quality and 
other parameters continued to 
be in the permissible range, offi 
cials said on the second day of 
the trial. 

The process of incineration is 
being monitored by officials 
from Central Pollution Control 
Board and Madhya Pradesh Pol 
lution Control Board, Dhar dis-
trict collector Priyank Mishra 
said. For combustion and clean 
ing of toxic waste especially soil, 
3,240 kg of lime has been mixed 

with the waste, MPPCB regional 
officer Shrinivas Dwivedi said. 

About 3,600kg of lime, 
1,800kg of activated carbon and 
24kg of sulphur were used for 
cleaning the flue gases (a mix 
ture of combustion products). 
About 400 to 500 litres of diesel 
is being consumed per hour for 
waste combustion, and about 
21,000 litres have been con 
sumed till now, Dwivedi said. 

"The amount of flue gases 
emitted from the chimney are 
found to be within the pre 
scribed standard limits. The 
emission of particulate matter is 
8.6 mg/normal cubic metre, 
whose prescribed maximum 
standard limit is 50 mg/nornmal 
cubic metre. Similarly, the emis 

sion of sulphur dioxide is 62 mg 
normal cubic metre, its maxi 
mum standard limit is 200 mg/ 
normal cubic metre. Emission of 
nitrogen oxides is 52.5 mg/nor 
mal cubic metre, its prescribed 
maximum standard limit is 400 
mg/normal cubic metre," he 
said. 

Meanwhile, fresh protests 
broke out in Pithampur on Sat 
urday. "We reached out to the 
protesters and told them that the 
trial was going on scientifically 
and safely at Pithampur. After 
that, the protesters ended the 
sit-in within 30 minutes," super 
intendent of police Manoj Singh 
said. A large contingent of police 
h¡s been deployed around the 
incineration site. 
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PALWAL, MARCH 1 

The local unit of the Samyukt 
Kisan Morcha (SKM), an 
association of farmers, has 
demanded immediate surv�y 
of the crops that have suf 
fered damage due to untime 
ly rain and hailstorm in vari 
Ous parts of the district in the 
past 48 hours. 

A spokesperson of the mor 
cha said that the standing 

rabi crop of wheat in several 
villages has suffered damage, 
but the authorities are yet to 
launch a survey to assess the 
damage in order to provide 
compensation for the loss. 

Mahender Singh Chauhan, 

a spokesperson of the SKM, 
said that reports from the vil 

lages like Aurangabad, Mitrol, 
Sondh, Banchari, Lohna, 
Bamni Kheda, Rundhi, Ladi 
aka, Dighot, Manpur Gahlab, 
Kaundal, Ferozepur Rajput, 
Phulwari, Janachauli, Jain 

pur, Gharot indicate loss due 
to rain and hailstorm. 

He said similar damage 
had been reported due to 
natural calamity in March 
and December last year, but 
many farmers are yet to get 
relief for it. 

He said while the district 

authorities need to order a 

survey of the loss to the crops 
caused recently, the farmers 
have been asked to register 

their complaints ánd details öf 
crop damage on Meri Fasal, 
Mera Byora', the official por 
tal of the state governmernt. 



P 

E 

(6) 

d 
kh 

) 

d. 

1 

1 

a 

hel 
s. 

nd 

& 

y 

A farmer shows the damage caused to his wheat crop at Manjoli village in Patiala. PHOTO: RAJESH SACHAR 

Hailstom damages wheat crop 
on 700 acres at Patiala village 
MOHIT KHANNA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

PATIALA, MARCH 1 

A severe squall followed by 
a hailstorm on Friday 

evening caused a signif-
cant damage to wheat crop 
on around 700 acres at Man-
joli village in Ghanaur 
tehsil of Patiala district. 

Patiala Chief Agriculture 
Officer Jaswinder Singh 
confirmed theextensive 
damage, stating the depart-ment had received reports 
about the destruction 
caused to the wheat crop 

Teams were dispatehed to 
Manjoli village for an initial 
survey and the preliminary 
assessment revealed that the 
crop on nearly 700 acres has 
suffered damage. A report has been compiled and sent 
to the department for further 
evaluation. The field staff is 

es suffered by individual 
farmers" he added. 

assessmnent to quantify loSs 

While Manjoli village bore 
the brúnt of hailstorm, no 
major report of crop flatten 
ing or damage was received 
from other parts of the dis-
trict, except for some isolat 
ed areas where recently irri 
gated crops were affected 
by strong winds. 

Director Agriculture 
Ja_want Singh had on Fri 
day directed the monitoring staff to visit fields, assess the situation and file a report. Farmer Dalvir Singh of 

while showing his damaged 
Manjoli expressed distress 
wheat crop. He said he had Sown wheat on five acres and was anticipating d bumper yield. "But the entire standing crop Was destroyed due to the hail storm," he lamented, adding hat agriculture was becom 

extreme weather events. He 
said he had spent over Rs 1 
lakh on seeds, sprays and 
field maintenance, apart 
from labour costs. 

due to unpreedictable and 

The hailstorm did not spare 
horticulture crops either. 
Director Horticulture 
Shailender Kaur acknowl 
edged the damage to veg 
etable crops across the state 

and said the field monitoring 
teams had been deployed to 
assess the extent of loss. 

now working on a detailed ng increasingly challenging collecting data to gauge the 

Deputy Director Horticul 
ture Sandeep Singh Grewal 
said the hailstorm was not 
widespread. Vegetable 
growers who had sown early 
varieties of brinjal, cap 
sicum and other crops in 
Inderpura village along the 
Nabha road in Patiala, have 
suffered losses. However, 
no report of damage has 
been received from other 
areas so far. The field staftis 

total impact," he added. 

due to the hailstorm. 
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Scientric spirituality, is it possible? 
CIENCE, to me, is not just about the 
latest technology, medicine and oth 
ergadgets. Itis a humanistic and eth 
ical way of living. Science guides me 

how to deal with my professional, 
emotional and psychosocial needs, fears and 
anxieties. I derive allmy ethical principles and 
actions from science. 

Inrecent times, with generally fading practices 
of the ritualistic aspects of organised religions, a 
trend is emerging-trying to blend the rational 
ity and objectivity of science with the subjective 
faith of religion and spirituality Is it possible, 
meaningful and necessary to do so? 

Iwish to share myunderstanding of what is sci 
entifc thinking, and what is the scientific way of 
life. Science inspires me to live a good life in an 
ethical, responsible, and joyful manner Being a 
lifelong student, researcher and teacher of sci 
ence, my understanding of the foundational ele 
ments of scientific thinking are as follows: 
1. Science is not any supernatural and tran 
scendental knowledge revealed to one person 
or a select group of people in one step or in a 
short sparn of time. 
2.Scientific knowiedge is a collective and contin 
uous derived chain of explanations put forward 
by human beings to resolve the queries, ques 
tions and doubts about the natural universe. 
3. Scientific explanations are ad hoc and can be 
repeatedly modifed, revised or changed based 
on new observations and facts. 
4. Science neither claims nor tries to search, dis 
cover or reveal any ideal, perfect, absolute and 
single eternal truth. 
5. Scientific explanations are eventually evi 
dent and testable, and these are neither 

UNIVERSE 
SURESH RATTAN 

4.IfIuse supernaturalconcepts suchas fate, des 
Ony and deeds(kanmay as tools to legitimise,jus 

tify and maintain social inequalities and biologi 
cal deviations and inadequacies. 

dependent upon nor based on the will of any 
real or imaginary entity. 
6. Science thrives and evolves by questioning 
and challengingits concepts, observations, facts, 
beliefs, and persons. 
7. Scientific concepts, values and technologies 
apply equally to all. 
It is not enough to know theoretically what is 

science, and then claim thatI have a scientific 
attitude and way oflife. Itis crucial to be also able 
to recognise the unscientific" in our behaviour 

According to me, I will be unscientific: 
1. IfI have an unguestionable belief, faith and 
devotion in one or nmore assunmed transcendent 
powers or entities imagined to be onipresent, 
omniscient, eternal and supernatural. 
2. IfI perform any kinds of prayers, and other 
acts and rituals out of want, fear or helplessness 
in handling uncertainties and emotional chal 
lenges of life. 

different from mine, as being bad, inferior and 
sinful; and 

3.IfI consider others whose ways ofliving, dress 
ing'up, food habits andphysicalappearances are 

Being aware of what is unscientific guides me 
and gives me a choice of living my life scientifi 
cally, morally and ethically without any fear of 

punishment or craving for a reward. 
Living scientifically does not mean that it 

makes me a robotic, emotionless, inhuman 
machine. I also face and undergo all kinds of 

emotions and challenges. I do grieve in sorrow; I 
do rejoice in the achievements of others; I do 
become confused and frustrated by the uncer 
tainties àand insecurities in life. 

Under such emotional situations, I try not to 
succumb to the pressure ofbehaving unscientif 
ically for getting any temporary and illusionary 
solace. I regain stability and peace through liter 
ature, philosophy, music, solitude and travels. 

What makes us human beings is our moral and 
ethical matrix Being honest, trustworthy, helpful, 
caring, kind, responsible, forgiving and compas 
sionate are the fundamentals of human ethics 
and decency. These values have emerged and 
evolved internally with the socio-cultural evolu 
tion andneeds ofhuman beings. There is nothing 
supermaturalor spiritual about the origin and sig 
nifcance ofthese values and practices. 

For me, scientific thinking and scientific living 
free me from having to carry the unwanted and 
unnecessary burden of socially imposed fears 
and dictates. 

-The wrúer is a biogerontology 
scientist based in Denmark 
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Narendra Modi 

"INDIA HAS GONE 
FROM BEING THE 
BACK OFFICE TO 
WORLD FACTORY" 
Vrinda Tulsian 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: India is now manu 
facturingeverything from semi 
conductors to aircraft carriers, 

gaining recognition for its inno 
vative capabilities, Prime Minis 
ter Narendra Modi said on Satur 

day, underlining the country's 
increasing role as an export hub. 
"The world is keenly watching 
21st-century India," the prime 

minister said, while speaking 
about the country's growth and 
its expanding role on the global 
stage at the NXT Conclave, orga 
nised by the ITV network at the 
Bharat Mandapam in Delhi. 

"Few years ago, I had pre 
sented the vision of Vocal for 
Local' and Local for Global' to 
the nation and today, we are 
seeing this vision turn into real 
ity," he said, emphasising that 
India's Ayush products, yoga, 
millets, makhana (fox nuts) and 
turmeric have gained global 
recognition, 

"India is not only providing 
products to the world but is also 
becoming a trusted and reliable 
partner in the global supply 
chain.. India is not just a work 

force but a world-force," the PM 
said, underscoring the country's 
transition from being the world's 
"back office" to becoming the 
"new factory of the world." ’pMO 
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World is keenly watching 
India of 21st century: Modi 

Vrinda Tulsian 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: India is noW manu 
facturing everything from semi 
conductors to aircraft carriers, 
gaining recognition for its inno 
vative capabilities, Prime Minis 
ter Narendra Modi said on Satur 
day, underlining the country's 
increasing role as an export hub. 

"The world is keenly watching 
21st-century India," the Prime 
Minister said, while speaking 
about the country's growth and 
its expanding role on the global 
stage at the NXT Conclave, orga 
nised by the ITV network at the 
Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi. 

"Few years ago, I had pre 
sented the vision of Vocal for 
Local' and Local for Global' to 

the nation and today, we are see 
ing this vision turn into reality," 
he said, emphasising that India's 
AYUSH products, yoga, millets, 
makhana (fox nuts) and tur 
meric have gained global recog 
nition. 

Modi mentioned that his 
friend Tony Abbott, the former 
Australian PM, experienced 
Indian millets, also referred to as 
"Shri Anna" first hand at Delhi 
Haat and enjoyed the millet 
dishes, which pleased him. 

"India is not only providing 
products to the world but is als0 
becoming a trusted and reliable 
partner in the global supply 
chain... India is notjust a work 
force but a world-force," the PM 
said, underscoring the country's 
transition from being the world's 

"back office" to becoming the 
"new factory of the world." 

Highlighting the progress 
made over the past 10 years in 

the country, Modi said: "India's 
leadership in various sectors is 
the result of years of hard work 
and systematic policy decisions." 

Referring to the recently con 
cluded Maha Kumbh in Prayag 
raj, the PM said: The world is 
witnessing India's organising 
and ínnovating skills". India is 
moving forward with the resolve 
to become a developed nation in 
the next 25 years," he said, add 

ing he wanted to see "Made in 
India" become a global mantra. 

The event was also attended 
by Tony Abbott and former Pres 
ident and PM ofSri Lanka Ranil 
Wickremesinghe. 
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Agri growth, rural prosperity 
twin objectives of Centre: PM 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

NEWDELHI, MARCH 1 

Development in the agricul 
ture sector and the prosperity 
in villages are the twin objec 
tives towards which the goy 
ernment is working, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi said 
on Saturday. Addressing a 
post-Budget webinar On 
'Agriculture and Rural Pros 
perity', Modi observed that 

agriculture is the "frst 
engine of development" and 
that the budget reflects "con 
tinuity in policies while 
expanding the vision for a 
developed India." 

Highlighting the success of 
the Pradhan Mantri (PM) 
Kisan Samman Nidhi, Modi 
said nearly Rs 3.75 lakh crore 
had been transferred to the 
accounts of 11 ore farmners. 
"The annual financial assis 
tance of Rs 6,000 is strengthen-
ingthe rural economy" he said. 

The Prime Minister further 

PM Narendra Modi during a post-Budget webinar in New Delhi. PTI 
IMPLEMENT BUDGET IN SPEEDY MANNER 

cslt is important to implement this year's Budget in 
a speedy manner. As the Budget has been presented, 

our entire focus should be on action now. Narenda Mo, N 

pointed out that agricultural 
production has risen from 
265 million tonnes to over 330 
million tonnes in the past 
decade. We have announced 

the formation of PM Dhan 
Dhanya Krishi Yojana in the 
Budget. Under this, focus will 
be on the e development of 100 

districts with the lowest agri-

cultural productivity in the 
country" he said. 

"It is important to imple 
ment this year's Budget in a 
speedy manner. The Budget 
has been formed and our 
entire focus should be on the 
action," Modi said, adding 
that the stakeholders should 
identify "obstacles and 

shortcomings" in budget 
implementation. 

The Prime Minister high 
lighted ICAR's contribu 
tions, stating that between 
2014 and 2024, more than 
2,900 new varieties of food 
grains, pulses, and sugarcane 
and other crops were devel 
oped using modern tools and 
cutting edge technology 

the breeding programme. 
You have to ensure these. 

new varieties are available 
at affordable rates to farnm 
ers. We also need to ensure 

farmers' produce is not 
affected by weather aberra 
tions," Modi said. 
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