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‘Cloud seeding viable between July 4-11" :

with the governments of Uttar |

Jasjeev Gandhiok
jasjeev.gandhick @hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment plans to conduct its first-
ever cloud seeding pilot
between July 4 and July 11, 1
period when meteorological
conditions are expected to be
suitable for artificially inducing
rainfall, environment minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa said on
Saturday.

final clearance.

"We'wve also asked DGCA to
grant us an alternate window
in case weather conditions
don't align during July 4 -11.
The final decision on flight
dates will be made on a daily
basis depending on condi=
tions,” Sirsa said. A1

To be sure, distinguishing
seeded rain from natural pre-
cipitation will be challenging as
Delhi should already be in the

Govt's artificial rain plan

Dates suggested by IMD

'PROPOSED FLIGHT PATH

EXPERIMENT PREPARATION

Wrn

Pradesh and Delhi, the Airport | 1
Authority of India (AAY) and |
the Burean of Civil Aviation |

Security (BCAS).

To be sure, this is not the |

the plan in the winter of 2023,
but failed to carry out the
experiment citing unfavoura-
bie meteorological conditions.

Party (AAP) had first floated

The city government has MONSo0N season by then. An
received a weather report from  IIT Kanpur official said suitable FOR THE EXPERIMENT
the India Meteorological moisture is needed for the : The same plan was floated
Department (TMD) indicating  exercise — around 50% mois- last winter, however, the gov- | ~
this as a potentially viable win-  ture in the air and low-lying ernment said it did not receive |
dow, A flight map, drawn upin  clouds, admitting while they the Centre’s backing for the
consultation with ITT Kanpur,  cannot say for certain whether plan, including the flight and
has been shared with the therainwas natural or through environmental permissions
Directorate General of Civil cloud seeding, but a correlation required. Reacting to previous
Aviation (DGCA) to obtain final ~ can be drawn. such attempts, Sirsa said AAP
clearance for the experiment. *Through seeding, it rains lacked the will to do such an

The proposed flight path,  within an hour of the exercise, exercise. : G
which HT has seen, shows the  so if it starts to rain over the “They were all talk, but no | ©
aircraft will fly over parts of area our flight covers and show. This time, we ensured | p
north Delhi—including Rohini,  within an hour, we can drawa that ing was done prop- | t
Bawana, Alipur and Burari—as  correlation between the two,” erly. We signed an MoU. dis- | T
well as adjacent areas in Uttar  said the official. pursed funds to IIT Kanpur, got | S
Pradesh such as Loni and According to experts from our Cabinet to approve the | t
Baghpat, possibly triggering 1IT Kanpur, Nimbostratus plan, and pursued all necessary
rainfall over these regions. clouds—which occur at alti- clearances,” Sirsa said. “The | t

“We had sought detailed six-  tudes between 500 and 6,000 AAP spent two years talking | c
hour reports from IMD,and the  metres above ground level—are but didn't even release fundsor |
weather department told us  best suited for cloud seeding. formally approach the required | «

agencies.” :

conditions were not feasible for
cloud seeding till July 3. It is
however possible in the win-

These clouds must also contain
at least 50% moisture content
for the process to work, The
moisture enables silver iodide

The project has reignited
political sparring between the
AAP and BJP. On Friday, AAP
leader Saurabh Bharadwaj

dow from July 4 to 11, which is

when we want to attempt to  (Agl)and other particles to ini-  The precise mix will varybased net cleared the proposal on  secured nearly all necessary

carry out the first pilot project  tiate microphysical changes in  on real-time weather parame-  May 7, with IIT Kanpur leading  permissions except for final accused the BJP of implement-

on artificial rain in Delhi,” Sirsa  the cloud, encouraging the for-  ters, especially humidity and scientific implementation. DGCA clearance. ing a long-delayed AAF pro-

told HT. mation of ice erystals or rain-  vertical cloud development,  Flights will take off from Hin- The agencies involved “They're copying Arvind
don Airforce Station in Ghazia-  include the Special Protection  Kejriwal's vision. The Centre

The minister said IMD's
detailed reports and a flight
map, approved in coordination
with IIT Kanpur has now been
shared with DGCA to give the

drops.

The seeding mixture devel-
oped by 1T Kanpur combines
silver lodide, rock salt, iodized
salt, and a free-flowing agent.

Sirsa said.

The pllot is part of a 23.21
crore government-approved
project involving five cloud
seeding trials. The Delhi Cabi-

bad, for which permission has

already been secured from the

Union ministry of defence.
Sirsa added that Delhi has

Group (SPG), IMD, Central Pol-
lution Control Board (CPCB),
Union ministries of defence,
environment, and home, along

never gave s permissions, but
now they've cleared everything
pecause BJP is in power,"” he
said.




Prada‘open for exchange’ with local artisans |

Saurbha Kulshreshtha

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMEAI: Days after an open-toe
sandal design by Prada sparked
a furore among Indian artisans
and politicians, the luxury fash-

ion house acknowledged the
ancient Indian roots of the
design in a statement that sug-
gested they were open for a “dia-
logue for meaningful exchange
with local Indian artisans”,
Images from Prada’s fashion
show in Milan last weekend
showed models wearing leather
sandals with a braided design

that resembled handmade Kol-
hapuri slippers with designs dat-
ing back to the 12th century, "=
A wave of criticism in the
media and from lawmakers fol-
lowed over the Italian brand's
lack of public acknowledgement
of the Indian sandal design,
which is named after Kolhapur,
acity in Maharashtra,

Lorenzo Bertelli, son of
Prada’s owners, responded to
the sandal scandal ina letter to a
trade group on Friday recognis-
ing their Indian heritage.

“We acknowledge that the
sandals... are inspired by tradi-

THE GI-TAGGED

« FOOTWEAR WAS

APPROPRIATED BY
PRADA WHICH
FEATURED IT IN
SPRING/SUMMER
2026 SHOW

tional Indian handcrafted foot-
wear, with a centuries-old heri-
tage,” Bertelli, Prada’s head of
corporate social responsibility,
wrote in the letter to the Maha-
rashtra Chamber of Commerce.

The sandals are at an early
stage of design and it is not cer-
tain they will be commercialised,
but Prada is open to a“dialogue
for meaningful exchange with
local Indian artisans” ang will
arrange follow-up meetings, he
wrote,

The Gl-tagged footwear, a
symbol of Indian craft that goes
back centuries was appropriated
by the Italian luxury label which
featured it in Spring/Summer
2026 show, is sold between 400
to 34,000, and Prada sells its
similar footwear for over 71 lakh,

The statement by the fashion

house was welcomed by MAC- / |
CIA. "We welcome the response |

from Prada which admitted that |
the design showcase by them |

was inspired by Kolhapuri chap-

pal and readiness to recognise |

the value of specialised crafts-
people by meaningful exchange
with local artists and MACCIA.
The team of Prada will soon
come for discussion on the reve-
nue sharing model,” Lalit Gan-
dhi, MACCIA president, said. |
The fashion brand, however, has
not given any details of revenue _|
sharing with the artisans or the |
commerce body. I
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' House of Himalayas Provides
| global market to local products

Ingplred by the vislon of Prime Minlsier Narendr Modi, the Ubsrekhand
gevernment under the lsadannlp of Crite! Minkster Pushiar Singh Dhami is
umnw:lnz tha sdvanced prducts of the hilty arsas. Along with this, mamy

Initlatives have slso boon siaried for el mal Tha lsunch of ‘House of
Himalayas’ |8 an (mportant slap in this dirsction. Under this, high "IM
products of Ulamskhand have been prepared sccording Lo the mi "
country and the world. Thess have nlm.l]ur of products from
ha hilly reglon of Urarskhand,

Duﬂng the Litarekhand Global Uitsesknand's producls vocal for local

Invesiors Summil 2023, Pimg and ke them rom iocal markats 10 the

Minister Marendra Modi global siage. Inspired by the viskon of
launchad 1he ‘umbrolia brand' nemed Prime Minisior Norendio Modl, the
“ouse of Hirmoksns' along with siher Utiamkhand povernmenl weder fha
muMimiion projects. Now, poducts loadenship of Chilal hunister
minubictured by jocal gmupq will be Singh Dhaml ks promoting the
marketed under the unilied name sdvanced preducts of the hily aroas
‘Howss of Himelayas, lecusing an Along with this. many inietves e
qualily and packaging This innovalive also beon stared ko thals markating
Initiative alms te promote The launch of 'House of Himaloyas' is
Uttarakhand's lacal products globally. an impartan stes in s direction
Known previously as Himadn, Hians, Under this, high quality products of
and Gramya-Snn, these products will Uitarakhand have been prepared
i coflnetively shina under tha brand  according 10 the mamels of the country
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so special?
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Superior Quality
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Jayashree Nandi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre has
issued model rules for the felling
of trees on agricultural land ina
bid to promote agroforestry with

- | the aim of doubling farmers’

incomes, increasing tree cover
outside forests and mitigating
climate change.

In a letter sent to all state gov-
ernments on June 19, the envi-
ronment ministry said the objec-
tive of “Model Rules for Felling
of Trees in Agricultural Lands” is
to enhance the ease of doing
business in agroforestry and
incentivise farmers to integrate
trees into their farming systems
without facing undue proce-
dural hurdles.

“The Model Rules aim to

tory framework by prov;clmg
- % " Y o i

establish a streamlined regula- -

simplified procedures for regis-
tering agroforestry lands and
managing tree harvesting and
transit... by promoting domestic
timber production through agro-
forestry, the approach seeks to
close the demand-supply gap,
support wood-based industries
with locally sourced raw materi-
als and boost exports,” the envi-
ronment ministry said in a state-
ment on Sunday.

Under the new rules, “agricul-
tural land” means lands used for
the purpose of agriculture as cat-
egorised by the state government
and “applicant” refers to any
individual, institution, organisa-
tion owning agricultural lands
seeking to register under this
rule.

According to the model rules,
applicants are required to regis-
ter their plantations on the
National Timber Management

Centre issues model rules for tree
felling on farm land for agroforestry

System portal that is being devel-
oped. It involves submitting
basic plantation data, including
land ownership information,
location of farm with KML file,
species, plantation period etc.
The applicants can periodi-
cally update the plantation infor-
mation and upload geotagged
photos of the plantation to
ensure traceability. Applicants
wishing to harvest trees from

registered plantations can apply |
online through the National |

Timber Management System,

providing specific details of the |

trees intended for felling.

Verifying agencies will carry |

out site inspections and based on
their reports, tree felling permits
will be issued for agricultural
lands. The Divisional Forest Offi-

cers will oversee performance of |

these agencies through periodic
supervlsmn and monitoring.
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Paddy Day, also called Asar Pandra, in Lalitpur, Nepal

REUTERS
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