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{ONLY DGCA APPROVAL AWAITED} 

"Cloud secding viable between July 4-11 
Jasjeev Gandhiok 
jasjeev.gandhiok@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern 
ment plans to conduct its first 
ever cloud seeding pilot 
between July 4 and July ll; a 
period when meteorological 
conditions are expected to be 
suitable for artificially inducing 
rainfall, environment minister 
Manjinder Singh Sirsa said on 
Saturday. 

The city government has 
receiveda weather report from 
the India Meteorological 
Departmnent (IMD) indicating 
this as a potentially viable win 
dow. A flight map, drawn up in 
consultation with IIT Kanpur, 
has been shared with the 
Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) to obtain final 
clearance for the experiment. 

The proposed flight path, 
which HT has seen, shows the 
aircraft will fly over parts of 
north Delhi -including Rohini, 
Bawana, Alipur and Burari-as 
well as adjacent areas in Uttar 
Pradesh such as Loni and 

Baghpat, possibly triggering 
rainfall over these regions. 

"We had sought detailed six 
hour reports from IMD, and the 
weather department told us 
conditions were not feasible for 
cloud seeding till July 3. It is 
however possible in the win 
dow from July 4 to 11, which is 
when we want to attempt to 
carry out the first pilot project 

on artificial rain in Delhi," Sirsa 
told HT. 

The minister said IMD's 
detailed reports and a flight 
map, approved in coordination 

with IIT Kanpur has now been 
shared with DGCA to give the 

final clearance. 
"We've also asked DGCA to 

grant us an alternate window 

in case weather conditions 

don't align during July 4-11. 
The final decision on flight 
dates will be made on a daily 

basis depending on condi 
tions," Srsa said. 

To be sure, distinguishing 
seeded rain from natural pre 
cipitation will be challenging as 
Delhi should already be in the 
monsoon season by then. An 
IT Kanpur official said suitable 
moisture is needed for the 

around 50% mois exercise 

ture in the air and low-lying 
clouds, admitting while they 
cannot say for certain whether 
the rain was natural or through 
cloud seeding, but a correlation 
can be drawn. 

"Through seeding, it rains 
within an hour of the exercise, 
So if it starts to rain over the 

area our flight covers and 
within an hour, we can draw a 
correlation between the two," 
said the official. 

According to experts from 
IIT Kanpur, Nimbostratus 
cloudswhich occur at alti 
tudes between 500 and 6,000. 
metres above ground level-are 
best suited for cloud seeding. 
These clouds must also contain 
at least 50% moisture content 
for the process to work. The 
moisture enables silver iodide 
(Agl) and other particles to ini 
tiate microphysical changes in 
the cloud, encouraging the for 
mation of ice crystals or rain 
drops. 

The seeding mixture devel 
oped by IIT Kanpur combines 
silver iodide, rock salt, iodized 
salt, and a free-flowing agent. 

Govt's artificial rain plan 
Dates suggested by lMD 

July4 to 1 
Project cost 

B.21 crore 
PROPOSED FLIGHT PATH 
FOR THE EXPERIMENT 
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The precise mix will vary based 
on real-time weather parame 

ters, especially humidity and 
vertical cloud development, 
Sirsa said. 

The pilot is part of a 3.21 
crore government-approved 

project involving five cloud 
seeding trials. The Delhi Cabi 
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Custom seeding mixture will cOntaín 
silver iodide, powdered rock salt, 

iodized salt, and a free-flowing agent 
that combines hygrosCopic and 
glaciogenic cloud-seeding capabilities 
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net cleared the proposal on 
May 7, with IIT Kanpur leading 
scientific implementation. 

Flights will take off from Hin 
don Airforce Station in Ghazia 
bad, for which permission has 
already been secured from the 
Ünion ministry of defence. 
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Sirsa added that Delhi has 
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secured nearly all necessary 
permissions except for final 
DGCA clearance. 

The agencies involved 
include the Special Protection 
Group (SPG), IMD, Central Pol 
lution Control Board (CPCB), 
Union ministries of defence, 
environment, and home, along 

with the governments of Üttar 
Pradesh and Delhi, the Airport 
Authority of India (AAI) and 
the Bureau of Civil Aviation 

Security (BCAS). 

The same plan was floated 
last winter, however, the gov 
ernment said it did not receive 

the Centre's backing for the 
plan, including the flight and 
environmental permissions 
required. Reacting to previous 
such attempts, Sirsa said AAP 
lacked the will to do such an 
exercise. 
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"They were all talk, but no 
show. This time, we ensured 
that everything was done prop 
erly. We signed an MoU, dis 
bursed funds to IIT Kanpur, got 
our Cabinet to approve the 
plan, and pursued all necessary 
clearances," Sirsa said. "The 

AAP spent two years talking 
but didn't even release funds or 

formally approach the required 
agencies." 
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To be sure, this is not the 

first time artificial rain has 
been proposed as a measure in 
the Capital. The previous gov 
ernment led by the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) had first floated 
the plan in the winter of 2023, 
but failed to carry out the 
experiment citing unfavoura 
ble meteorological conditions. 
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The project has reignited | 
political sparring between the 

AAP and BJP. On Friday, AAP 
leader Saurabh Bharadwaj 

accused the BJP of implement 

ing a long-delayed AAP pro 
posal. "They're copying Arvind 
Kejriwal's vision. The Centre 
never gave us permissions, but 
now they've cleared everything 
because BJP is in power," he 

said. 
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Prada'open for exchangc with local artisans. 
Saurbha Kulshreshtha 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

MUMBA: Days after an open-toe 
sandal design by Prada sparked 
a furore among Indian artisans 
and politicians, the luxury fash 
ion house acknowledged the 
ancient Indian roots of the 
design in a statement that sug 
gested they were open for a "dia 
logue for meaningful exchange 
with local Indian artisans". 

Images from Prada's fashion 
show in Milan last weekend 
showed models wearing leather 
sandals with a braided design 

that resembled handmade Kol 
hapuri slippers with designs dat 
ing back to the 12th centúry. 

A wave of criticism in the 
media and from lawmakers fol 
lowed over the Italian brand's 
lack of public acknowledgement 
of the Indian sandal design, 
which is named after Kolhapur, 
a city in Maharashtra. 

Lorenzo Bertelli, son of 
Prada's OWners, responded to 
the sandal scandal in a letter to a 
trade group on Friday recognis 
ing their Indian heritage. 

"We acknowledge that the 
sandals... are inspired by tradi 

THE GI-TAGGED 
FOOTWEAR WAS 
APPROPRIATED BY 
PRADA WHICH 
FEATURED IT IN 
SPRINGSUMMER 
2026 SHOW 

tional Indian handcrafted foot 
wear, with a centuries-old heri 
tage," Bertelli, Prada's head of 
corporate social responsibility, 
WIote in the letter to the Maha 
rashtra Chamber of Commerce. 

The sandals are at an early 
stage of design and it is not cer 
tain they will be commercialised, 
but Prada is open to a "dialogue 
for meaningful exchange with local Indian artisans" and will 
arrange follow-up meetings, he 
WTOte. 

The GI-tagged footwear, a 
symbol of Indian craft that goes back centuries was appropriated by the Italian luxury label which 
featured it in Spring/Summer 2026 show, is sold between Z400 
to 4,000, and Prada sells its similar footwear for over l lakh. 

The statement by the fashion 

house was welcomed by MAC- |1 
CIA,. "We welcome the response 
from Prada which admitted that 
the design showcase by them 
was inspired by Kolhapuri chap 
pal and readiness to recognise 
the value of specialised crafts 
people by meaningful exchange 
with local artists and MACCIA. 
The team of Prada will soon 
come for discussion on the reve 
nue sharing model," Lalit Gan 
dhi, MACCIA president, said. 
The fashion brand, however, has 
not given any details of revenue 
sharing with the artisans or the 
commerce body. 
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Govt of Udarakher 

HOUSÉ OF 
HIMALAYAS 
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Organic products of Uttarakhand 

House of Himalayas Provides 
global market to local products 

Inspired by the vislon of Prime Minlstor Narendra Modi, tho Uterakhand 
government under the leadership of Chlof Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami Is 
promoting the advanced products of the hilly sroBs. Along with this, many 

Initiativos have also boon started for their marketing. The launch of 'House of 
products of Uttarakhond b e rton. noor nia, high quelt the 

country and the world. These heve emerged as major brand of products from 
the hilly reglon of Utarakhend. 

BHOTIYA DAAN OF UTTARAKHAND 

uring the Utarakhand Global Utarakhand's products vocal for local 
Investors Summit 2023, Primo and take them trom local markets to the 
Minister Narendra Modi global stage. Inspired by the vision of 

launched the 'umbrella brand' named Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the 
'House of Himalayas along with othor Uttarnkhand govornmont undor tha 
multimillion projects. Now, products leadeship of Chlet Ministor Pushkar 
manufactured by local groups will be Singh Dhaml is promoting the 
marketed under the unified name advanced products of the hily aroas. 
House of Himalayas', focusing on Along with this, many initiativos have 
quality and packag1ng. This innovative also been started for their marketing 
initiative ajms to promote The launch of 'House of Himalayas' is 
Uttarakhand's local products globally. an important step in this direction. 
Known previously as Himadr, Hilans, Under this, hlgh quality products of 
and Gramya-Shri, these products will Uttarakhand have been prepared 
now collectively shine under the brand according to the markets of the country 
'House of Himalayas', showcasing the and the world. These have emerged as 
wonders of the region to the world. a major brand of products fom the hily 
This step is a signiflcant move to make region of Uttarakhand. 

It is a tradnional handwoven carpet made 

by the BroUya oonuny in oaranaa. 
durability and intricate designs. 

Uttarakhand Thuima 

Thulma blanket are handwoven by the 
Bhotilya community in Utarakthand using 

pya woo: nese blankets are 

Naini 

Papers 

UTTARAKHAND LIKHAI wooD CARVING) 

are now the first chojce of the world 

Utarakhand is famous tor ts KCiS 
elements fumiure, and decorative items 

SKMea arusans inncatery carve wood to 

UTTARAKHAND BITHCU BUTI 

Netle fibre is used to create a range of 
products, nelonsabundantin the 
region, and its tibre is valued for ite 
strength and eco"he 

NAINITAL MOOMBATTI (CANDLE) 

Traditional Products of Devbhoomi 
awarded with special GI tag 

Geographical Indication (Gi) Crafts Products 

Uttarakhand is known for its artistic 
candles crafted n various shapes, Slzes, 

flect the renion's culhuraimotile and or 

RANGWALI PICHORA OF KUMAON 

Geographical Indication (GI) 0s a sign used 
on products that have a specific 

\geographical origin and possess qualities 
or a reputation that are due to that origin. in other 
words, It ls a certification that ldentifies a product 

ing glven quality, reputation or other characteristic of 
the product is essentially attributable to Its 
geographlc origin.io 2 

Rangwali Pichora is a traditional craft 
printedinandwoven cotton'silk/Wo 
shawls.ne dbss nPaterns 
Kumaon reglon. 

Why is the 
House of Himalayas 

so special? 

The following craft products of Utarakhand have 
been awarded Gl tag by the Otfice of the Controller 

General of Patents, Designs and Trademarks, 
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 

irade (DPI), Government of India; 

Under the bold and visionary' leadership of The construction of a developed India for 
we are commited to the idea MOOI, the 21st century rests primarily on two 

development while hamessing ur nationpillars fristly, pride in our heritage, and 
ao8auy nch cutural heritage, and 

Utarakhand a model of proaress her e 
individual can contribute meaningfully to 
national prosperity and welfare. 

The Assurance of Authenticity: Products created 
under this initiativo truly honour an array of traditional 
mothods and authontic exporiences, They reach 
consumors only after going through high-quality 

standards Furthor cerilicates are also issued to 
oonfim their premium quality 
A Commitment Towards The Community: 
Choosing tho House of Himalayas moans supporting 
local communitios through truly meaningtul social 
initiativos Wih overy product you purchase. you 
contrbute sociaty annecnnomieally 
The ldea of Open Sourcing: This initiative 
emphasizos complete transparency in the sourcing of 
materials and production procosses, maintaining 
Consumer trust. 

VIKsHIT BHARATi 
SHASHAKT UTTARAKHAND 

Emphasizing on Ethical Priority: The brand 
embraces ethical sourcing and improved production 
practices that are widely appreciated for their integrity 
Enhanced Brand Experience: By including 
comprehensive product information, attention to 
every detail, and delivering superior products, the 
brand ensures a memorable experience for every 
customer 

UTTARAKHAND AIPAN 

Aipan is a traditional folkart fon involving 
using rice paste or a eiel sn 

rs alis, or courtyards during 
ultural ceremonies 

UTTARAKHAND TAMTA PRODUCTS 

Artisans In Utarakhand craft various 
tems like utensils decorative pleces, and 

erms are knoo using copper These 
and durability. 

Ramaan masks a 

Pushkar Singh Dhami 

CHAMOLI WOODEN RAMAAN MASK 

and used in traditional folk d'aend 
cUsenlCes These masks 

animals, or 

UTTARAKHAMD RINGAAL CAAFT 

Aingaal proaus are crafted from a type 
Oce it to create t 'Ringaal.' Artisans 
and opes due to ts as,Sd 

Chlef Mel Minister, Uttarakhand 

District 

AlmoraUTSTIE 

Bageshwar 

Chamoll 

Haridwar 

champawat 
Dehradun 

Rudraprayag 

Nainital 

Paurl 

Tehri 

Udhamsingh Nagar 

Uttarkashl 

Pithoragarh 

ODTP With the One District-TwO Product 

second, every possible effort that is being 

these pillars are bein ty bon 
state of Uttarakhand. This decade surely 
will be the decade of Utarakhand. 

The product line-up at the House of Himalayas are truly 
exceptional, known for their unmatched qualitý ánd superior 
effectiveness, This exceptional distinction sets them apart 
from mass-produced alternatives available in the market. 

House of Himalayas 
Superior Ouality 

Due to this t 

Scheme, Uttarakhand's products are 
attracting the world 

Product-1 

0 

Narendra Modi 
Prime Minister 

Bal Mithai 

Copper Products 

Handloom Products 

Jaggery 

Iron Based Products 

Bakery Products 
Temple Imitation 

Aipan Craft 
Wooden Craft 

Mentha Oil 

Red Rice 

Woolen Carpets 

Paneer 

on local products: Prime Minister 
To achíeve the goal of self-rellant country Prime 
Mtocal oroducts One District 
One Product Scheme has boen started by the 

Utarakhand Government has taken this schema 
orwaro asone bistriGt wo Hoducts under th 

Programme done in Mana VIllage near Badrinath 

Issued in Public Interest by Department o Intormation 8. Public Relations, Uttarakhand 
www.uttarainformation.gov.in) DIPR_UK |IO UtterobbendDlPR|O UttarakhandDIPR 

Product-2 

D91 TNeed 

Kiwi Products 

Rose Water 

Honey 

SeGHoney 

Mushroom 

Uttarakhand's Crafts & Organic Products trom Local to Global 

Tourists should spend 5% of their travel spending 

Cholai Products 

Fruit Processing 

Herbal Products 

Moonj Grass Products 

Apple Products 

Munsyari Rajma 

Tehri Nath 

lh nla o thacn i nd s anu colon ls ldenilied by its local 
thoir travolled spending on Local Products. 

a big change will be seen 
anguage & products Elforts should be 



Centre issues model rules for tree 
felling on farm land for agroforestry 

Jayashree Nandi 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The Centre has 
issued model rules for the felling 
of trees on agricultural land in a 
bid to promote agroforestry with 
the aim of doubling farmers' 
incomes, increasing tree cover 
outside forests and mitigating 
climate change. 

In a letter sent to all state gov 
ernments on June 19, the envi 

ronment ministry said the objec 
tive of "Model Rules for Felling 
of Trees in Agricultural Lands" is 
to enhance the ease of doing 
business in agroforestry and 
incentivise farmers to integrate 
trees into their farming systems 
without facing undue proce 
dural hurdles. 

"The Model Rules aim to 
establish a streamlined regula 
tory framework by providing 

simplified procedures for regis-
tering agroforestry lands and 
managing tree harvesting and 
transit... by promoting domestic 
timber production through agro 
forestry, the approach seeks to 
close the demand-supply gap, 
support wood-based industries 
with locally sourced raw materi 
als and boost exports," the envi 
ronment ministry said in a state 
ment on Sunday. 

Under the new rules, "agricul-
tural land" means lands used for 
the purpose of agriculture as cat 
egorised by the state government 
and "applicant" refers to any 
individual, institution, organisa 
tion owning. agricultural lands 
seeking to register under this 
rule. 

According to the model rules, 
applicants are required to regis 
ter their plantations on the 
National Timber Management 

Systen portal that is being devel 
oped. It involves submitting 
basic plantation data, including 
land ownership information, 
location of farm with KML file, 
species, plantation period etc. 

The applicants can periodi 
cally update the plantation infor 
mation and upload geotagged 
photos of the plantation to 
ensure traceability. Applicants 
wishing to harvest trees from 
registered plantations can appBy 
online through the National 
Timber Management System, 
providing specific details of the 
trees intended for felling. 

Verifying agencies will carry 
out _ite inspections and based on 
their reports, tree feling permits 

will be issued for agricultural 
lands. The Divisional Forest Offi 
cers will oversee performance of 
these agencies through periodic 
supervision and monitoring. 



GLOBE-TROTTING 

Women play in mud as they plant rice saplings during National 
Paddy Day, also called Asar Pandra, in Lalitpur, Nepal. REUTERS 
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