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| Restoring forests key to carbon capture: Govt paper 
Jayashree Nandi 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The largest potential 
of creating additional carbon 
sinks is through restoration of 
degraded forests, which have 
impaired in the last 15 to 20 
years, along with àfforestation of 
open forests, wastelands and 
agroforestry, according to the 

National Mission for Green India 
document released by the envi-
ronment ministry on Tuesday. 

Restoration of natural forests 
through plantations can contrib 
ute up to 60% of the total carbon 
sink which can be achieved by 
2030, the report released on the 

occasion of World Day to Com 
bat Desertification and Drought 
by Union environment minister, 
Bhupender Yadav has said. It is 
also indicated by the Forest Sur 
vey of India evaluation that to 
bring about an increase in car 
bon sink (CO2 equivalent billion tonnes) by 2.5l and 3.39 by 2030,CARBON SINK as committed by India in its 
nationally determined contribu 
tion (NDC) under the Paris 
Agreement, a corresponding 
increase of 18.71 and 24.69 mil 
lion hectares of enhanced forest 
and tree cover area Would be 
required respectively. The Green 
India Mission is being imple 
mented during the 10-year 

RESTORATION OF 
NATURAL FORESTS 
THROUGH 
PLANTATIONS CAN 

CONTRIBUTE UP TO 
60% OF THE TOTAL 

period from 2021 to 2030. A part 
of these plantation activities 
have already taken place. 

Annual afforestation/tree 
plantation at the current trend of 
Over 2 million hectares should 
cover another 12 million hec 
tares during 2025-30, the report 

has said. Ten categories of activi 
ties have been considered by FSI 
for potential increase in carbon 
sink and forest cover and inchude 
afforestation of imnpaired forests, 
open forests, wastelands, agro 
forestry, setting up of green cor 
ridors, undertaking plantations 
along roads and railways on rail 
way sidings, along rivers and 
canals and creation of urban 
green spaces. 

During an event on combating 
desertification in Jodhpur on 
Tuesday, Yadav said a signifcant 
portion of India's land is facing 
challenges due to desertification, 
primariy caused by unsustaina 
ble agricultural practices, exces 

sive use of fertilisers like urea, 
and indiscriminate pesticide 
application. "Such practices not 
only degrade the land but also 
pose a threat to food security and 
biodiversity. In line with India's 
commitment to the UN Conven 
tion to Combat Desertification, 
the government has adopted a 
comprehensive approach focus 
ing on ecosystem restoration, 
drought resilience, and biodiver 
sity enhancement.. Centre will 
focus on: Amrit SarOvars: aimed 
at rejuvenating water bodies; 
Matri Van: planting trees in Ara 
valli region; Ek Ped Maa Ke 
Naam: a nationwide mOvement 
to plant trees," he said. 



TANKER CARRYING 

TOXIC, FLAMMABLE 
LIQUID OVERTURNS 
Press Trust of India 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

SEONI: An Indian Oil Company 

(10C) tanker carrying 28 tonnes 

of benzene overturned on Jabal 

pur-Nagpur national highway in 

Seoni district of Madhya Pradesh 

on Tuesday evening, a police offi 

cial said. The tanker overturned 

while negotiating a turn along 

Kurai Valley, causing the highly 
inflammable chemical to leak 

and forcing police to stop the 

movement of vehicles on the 

highway for some time, he said. 

Later, traffic was allowed to 

resume on one side of the high 

way in a gradual manner, said 

Kurai police station in-charge 

Kripal Singh Tekam. 
IOC tanker HR 38 AC 1873 

going from Haryana to Karna 

taka overturned on the four-lane 

highway (NH-44) at 4.30pm, he 

said. The driver and operator of 

the tanker suffered minor inju 

ries. 
Fire brigade was called to the 

spot from Seoni besides a team 

of experts from IOC, and water 

was being sprayed on leaked 

benzene, the official said. Efforts 

are being made to set the tanker 

upright, he said. 



Meetings after & pm are on the rise 
Bloomberg 
feedback@livemint.com 

Ifit feels like the workday is nev 
er-ending, it's notjust you. Meet 
ings starting after 8 pm are up 
16% compared to a year ago, and 
at 10 pm almost a third of active 
workers are still monitoring 
their inboxes, according to 
research from Microsoft Corp. 

The company's annual work 
trends study, which is based on 
aggregated and anonymized 
data from Microsoft 365 users 
and a global survey of 31,000 
desk workers, also found that 
almost 20% of employees 
actively working weekends are 
checking email before noon on 
Saturdays and Sundays, while 
over 5% are active on email 
again on Sunday evenings, gear 
ing up for the work week. 

Meeting trends 
Tuesdays emerged as the most 

Microsoft found that users on average are interruptedevery two 
minutes by a worknotification, meeting or email. 

common day for meetings, when 
a quarter of the workday is 
devoted to them. Less than one 
sixth of the cal�ndar is taken up 
by meetings on Fridays, a uni 
versally unpopular day for 
scheduled gatherings. 

MeetingS are often spontane 
ous. Somne 57% of the gatherings 

tallied by Microsoft came 
together without a calendar 
invite, and even 10% of scheduled 

MD 1 1 

ii 

ISTOCKPHOTO 

meetings were booked at the last 
minute. At the same time, meet 
ings have become more elabo 
rate affairs. Now, 30% of meet 
ings stretch acrosS multiple time 
Zones, up eight percentage 
points since 2021, even as busi 
ness travel continues to recover 
from the covid-19 pandemic. 
And the fastest-growing meeting 
type is large meetings, those 
with more than 65 attendees. 

cc: Everyone 
Mass emnails, those which loop in 
more than 20 participants, are 
on the rise, climbing 7% from 
last year. They're probably read 
quickly though. Most emails are 
skimmed in under a minute, 
Microsoft found, as office work 
ers try to keep up with the l17 
emails received daily on aver 
age.And then there's the more 
immediate forms of messaging, 
like Microsoft Teams. The aver 
age Teams user receives 153 mes 
sages per weekday, up 6% com 
pared to a year ago. And chats 
sent after traditional work hours 
of 9 am to 5 pm increased 15% 
year over year. 

Microsoft found that users on 
average are interrupted every 
two minutes by a work notifica 
tion, meeting or email update, 
and a third of the global survey 
respondents said it is now 
impossible to keep up with the 
tempo of today's work culture. 
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Paddy transplantation gains pace 
inKamalamidpower, labourwoes 
PARVEEN ARORA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

KARNAL, JUNE 17 
With the official paddy trans plantation season kicking ofr on June 15, farmers across Karnal district often 
referred to as Haryana's 
"Rice Bowl" - have begun 
Sowing operations in full 
swing. However, the 
momentum is being damp 
ened by prolonged power 
cuts, labour shortages and 
the rising cost of inputs. 
This year, paddy is 

expected to be transplant 
ed on around 1.80 lakh 
hectares in Karnal, includ 
ing nearly 30,000 acres 
under the Direct Seeded 
Rice DSR) technique, 
according to officials. But 
while the target looks 
achievable, ground-level 
challenges are making the 
job harder for cultivators. 

"We have started trans 
planting paddy, but fre 
quent and long power cuts 
are making irrigation diffi 
cult," said Aman, a local 
farmer. Unlike previous 
years, we have not received 
adequate pre-monsoon 
rainfall, which has added to 
our woes," he added. 

Vikrant Singh, another 
farmer, urged the Uttar 
Haryana Bijli Vitran Nigam 
(UHBVN) to ensure consis 
tent power supply. �Paddy 
transplantation is going 

Labourers transplarnt paddy at Zarifabad village in Karnal on Tuesday. PHOTO: VARUN GULATI 

on, but we are facing long 
power cuts, due to which 
farmers are not able to run 
their tubewells to irrigateculture 
the fields," he said, 

Besides errati� electricity, 
the shortage of agricultural 
labour is also pinching farm 

Labourers are now 
charging Rs 3,500 per acre for 
paddy transplantation," said 
Ramesh, another farmer 
from the region. "On top of 
that, the prices of diesel, fer 
tilisers and pesticides have 

ers. 

also increased significantly" 
Despite these hurdles, 

the Department of Agri-
remains ópti. 

mistic. Dr Wazir Singh, 
Deputy Director Agricul 
ture (DDA), Karnal, said, 
"The official transplanta 
tion of paddy began from 
June 15, and farmers are 
showing great enthusi 
asm. We are optimistic 
about achieving the target-
ed area for both traditional 
and DSR methods." 

He added that the state 
government had restrict 
ed early transplantation 
before June l5 as a conser 
vation îmeasure to protect 
groundwater resources. 

As the sowing window 
narroWS and mons00n 

rains remain uncertain, the 
on-ground infrastructure 
and support systems are 
likely to determine 

whether the district main 
tains its record in paddy 
productivity this season. 
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Don't trash the Himalayas, manage waste wisely 

TARUN SHRIDHAR 
DG, INDIAN CHAMBER OF 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

would attract a fine of Rs 
10,000. The declared purpose 
is pollution prevention and 
environmental protection. 

Undoubtedly, the garbage 
strèwn all aroundis takinga 
toll on the environment. The 
step, though à correct one, is 
just a small one towards a 
destination that is miles 
away. The notification says 
that the "owners/drivers" of 
the vehicles will "dispose of 
the garbage at designated 
places." The real challenge 
begins now; where are the 
designated places and 
where will they be estab 
lished? Will these be accessi 
ble and convenient? Will we 
be able to keep these places 
clean and hygienic? 

Against this background, 
the Himachal Pradesh Gov 
ernment notification making 
it mandatory for every public 
transport to keep a dustbin is 
a welcome step: violation 

OPED 

F you can't clean your 
surroundings, then 
don't make them dirty. 
It is as simple as that. 
However, persisting 

with our crooked way of liy 
ing, we are transforming our 
mountains adorned with 
trees, foliage, running 
streams and rich biodiversity 
into mountains of garbage, 
junk, slime pits and debris. 
Of'all the waste we generate, Recently, during a visit to 
plastic bags are perhaps the our distant village, my wife 
greatest symbol of our throw and I'vowed to not throwh 
away society and sympto even an iota ofnon- s 
matic of our apathy towards biodegradable waste on pub-s i. 
the environment. They are lic land or in the forest, let 
used, then forgotten, and alone burn it or dump it in a 
they leave a terrible legacy. However, changing con- pit. The passion behind this 
Plastic waste is now found in sumption patterns have thought was to protect our 
even the most remote areas resulted in both durables environs. Apart from our own 
of Himachal Pradesh. It kills and fast moving consumer home, we also collected 
agriculture, destroys forestgoods (FMCGs) packaged in garbage from the surround 
wealth, injures livestock and multi-layered plastic reach- ing area. In just 10 days, we i, alo ioi 
wildlife alike, and thus does ing rural households even incollected so much garbageIfmilk can be 
major harm to local commu- the remotest of the areas. 
nities. We humans indeed This has led to an increase in 

possess the perverse talent of non-biodegradable waste in 
making waste that even rural areas. 
nature cant digest. 

Historically, waste manage 
ment has been an urban phe 
nomenon and was never an 
issue, till the recent times, in 
the rural areas of the hill 
regions'such as Himachal 
Pradesh as almost the' entire 
waste generated would -be 
biodegradable. 

With no waste collection 
systems in place, people exer 
cise the only.options avail 
able to them: burn it or dump 
it downhill and in rivers. 
Each of the options aggra 
vates polution. 

If our strategy of garbage 
disposal remains focussed 
only on tourists, then it will 
probably be less thana drop 
in the ocean. Management 
can be done easily at tourist 
places, but what about hun 
dreds of villages and towns? 
Leave aside the solution, no 
one even accepts it as a 
problem. iHARMFUL WASTE: Garbage strewn all over at Triund in the Dhauladhar hills. TRIBUNE PHOTO STAS Curiously, on the sanme 
route, soiled intermittently 

by garbage, a milk collection 
vehicle arr+ves each morning 
and its driver stops it every The Himalayas are a mira 

four steps to take milk from cle of nature the body and 
the villagersand keep soul of our nation; their innu 
account. A strong institution- merable water bodies irigate 
al system is in place for milk the life of the entire North 
collection and it is working India and the fertile land of 
efficiently. Now, if milk can East India is their gift, too. 
be collected, why nott Unfortunately, today they 
garbage? Why can't we estab- are being atacked by us 
lish an institutional mecha- through the garbage we have 
nism for garbage collection; generated. The Himalayas 
after all, this too is produced and Himachal are reflections 
every day, and in much larger of each other; they are also lit 
quantities than milk. eral synonyms: one is the 

abode of snow the other 
resides in the lap of snow. 

that after loading the garbage 
bags "on the vehicle, it' 
became a challenging task to 
adjust our own luggage. We 
sent this garbag� to a plant 
more than 100 km away. 

We had the means to trarns 
port and the ability to bear the 
expenses; but for how long? 
What should the other vil 
lagers do? Everyone has 

found almost the same solu-
tion: thow it on the nearest 

2 d:government or forest land or 
N Stburn or bury. Shopkeepers 

e and traders generate garbage 
in bulk and, sadly, this gets 
dumped into heaps in the 
nearest forest. Just look at the 
connecting roads near any 
small town kasba: 

.L inevitably, amidst the trees, 
you will find heaps of garbage 

3 ii. b'of sundry waste, with plastic 
wrappers and bottles being 
the dominant ones. collected, whynot 

garbage? Why cant 
We establish an 

institutional 
mechanism for 

garbage collection? 

undoubtedly exist in every 
rural connecting road and 
footpath. Plastic wrappers, 
bottles, garbage of several 
hues and colours: this is the 
scene thatdefiles our environ 
ment, which used to be pris 
tine not so long ago.And I am 
referring to such roads and 
footpaths where, till date, no 
tourist has set foot. 

The stench of otting garbage overpowers the fra 
grant smell of deodar, pine, 
ban, etc every few minutes 
during a walk in the rural hilly 
tracks. I experience it repeat 
edly and notjust on one or tw0 
but many connecting roads 
and tracks without exception. 
Such a scenario would 

As per COmmon under 
standing, milk income 
while garbage is expenditure, 
one is an asset and the other a 
burden. Let us change our 
perspective a little. We need to 
acknowledge that we are 
unwittingly ac
umulating 
heaps of garbage in the lap of 

snow. Chips, chocolates and 
many such junk food items at 
a paltry Rs 5 each have 
brought this filth to the paths 
and doos of every house; and 
these cannot be destroyed 
through natural means. 
Therefore, garbage manage 
ment and disposal is not a 
burden but a responsible 
investment in the security of 
the future, in the protection of 
our most valuable heritage: 
the Himalayas. Moreover, the 
new business paradigm con 
siders waste as wealth.. 
Al we need to do is desig 

nate and create convenient 
collection points for garbage 
disposal, of couse after segre 
gation; a ight responsibility 
that the local bodies could 
undertake.Collection. dispo8 R 

al, recycing, etcwould be tak 
en care of by entities that have 
learnt to monetise waste 

07 

When we dishonour the 
Himalayas and their beautiful 
valleys with garbage, we for 
get that this wound will hurt 
our future generations the 
most. They will lose nature's 
most precious heritage. 
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The Centre will restore the 
vulnerable spots of the 

ir Himalayan range through 
plantation to contain land 
slides and soil erosion. 

at 
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Govtplansgreen coverinHimalayas 
to wardoffclimate change threats 
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TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

NEWDBLHI, JUNEI7 

Under the National Mission 
for a Green India, whose doc 
ument was released on Tues 
day, tree plantations will be 
taken up in the mountain 
range that spans across Jam 

mu andKashmir and Ladakh. 
Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim, 
Uttarakhand, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, 

Mizoram, Tripura, Meghalaya, 
Assam and West Bengal. 

Of the 687 major disasters 
that India witnessed from 1900 
and 2022, over 240 occurTed in 
the Himalayas. These inchude 
forest fire, glacial bursts, land 
slides, earthquakes and 
storms. The mission will 
emphasise on the restoration, 
regeneration and revegetation 
ofthe degraded slopes through 
planting of native species," th 
document says. 
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ANL KAKKAR 

'sIRSA, JUNE 17 

Ghaggarthreat looms again: Sirsa famers wam offlood riskamid weak embankments 
As the monsoon approaches, 
anxiety is rising among farm 
ers and villagers in Sirsa dis 
trict over the fragile and dam 
aged embankments lining the 
Ghaggar river: Memories of 

past floods, which submergedstructure like roads and light 
villages and destroyed crops, 
are still resh and locals feara 
repeat disaster unless urgent 
repairs are undertalken. 

marked by broken, earthen 
bunds riddled with rat holes 
and deep pits conditions 
ripe for breaches once the riv 
er swells during heavy rains. 

nearly 75km through the dis 
trict before crossing into 
Rajasthan near Bani village. 
While certain stretches, par 
ticularly between Khairekan 
and Ottu Head, are flanked 
by paved embankments, 
large sections remain danger 
ously weak. These areas are 

Despite repeated pleas 
from locals for the strength 
ening of embankments and 
the provision of basic infra 

ing along the riverbanks, lit 
tle action has materialised. 
With just 10 days left before 
the expected arrival of the 

ChaggarIiver enters Sirsangnsoono nspeotons or nillagea Preventve AeBsures have 
been initiated, say residents. 
Farmer Richhpal Singh 

from Firozabad recalled hoW 
close his village came to 
flooding last yèar when the 
river water nearly overtopped 
the bunds. The administra 
tion's response then was lim 
ited to stacking temporary 

0Cub OL Ie Campalgn. 

Damaged embankment along the Ghaggar river in a Sirsa village. 
sandbags. "A whole year has 
passed, but the same weak 
bunds remain. Even the local 
MLIA hasn't shown interest. 
If these aren't reinforced 
with proper soil and struc 

ture, we'll face the same cri- betvween Ottu Head and 
sis again," he warned. Rajasthan, as a major cause of 

repeated damageto their fields. 
The Ghaggar's main channel 
hasn't been desilted since the 

lakes construction. Our land 

Another farmer Jagdish 
Kumar from Dhanur village, 

pointed to silted channels and 
choked waterways, especially 

will be conducted on July 2.: | chayati Raj Act, 1994. 
SIONs O ensure maamurm 
voter participation. 

Selja highlighted the severi 
ty of last year's disaster in 

holdings are small and losing which four lives were lost, over Crops tWO years in a row has 35,000 acres of crops were pushed us to the brink." he destroyed and entire villages said, denmanding urgent river in Ambala, Kaithal, Fatehabad He also explained thatin 1994. cleaning and maintenanse. and Sirsa were submerged. a High Court stay prevented Echoing the concerns of the She warned that if the Ghag- the construction of embank farming community, Con- gar receives a flow of 20,000 ments in some areas due to gress MP Kumari Selia cusecs this year, the poorly petitions by villagers, resulting accused the state govern- maintained bunds could once in only temporary sructues ment of neglecting genuine again collapse, causing wide- being erected. However, he developmental work and spread devastation. assured that the department focusing on paperwork and In response, Irrigation has taken steps to prepare, "symbolic" efforts. She Department Executive Engi- inchuding embankment clean alleged that enmbankment neer AjitHooda defended the ing under MGNREGA and work on both the Ghaggar_ departments efforts. He saidstockpiling materials ike spl and Yamnuna rivers has-been of the river's-5-km streteh-bags for emergency.use. either absent or poorly exe- through Sirsa, 61 km are cuted 4When floods come secured by embankments after June 30, we'll again constructed by the depart 
hear excuses and see inflated. ment. The remaining 30 km 
fake bills," she said, blamingmostly between Mattar 
the irrigation department for Mallevwala and Musahibwala 
corruption and inaction. Farwai Kalan fall under 

the responsibility of village 
panchayats. Hooda admitted 

that these community-man 
aged bunds are more vulner 
able to breaches. 

As the countdown to.the 
monsoon begins, th¹ gap 
betweenadministrative assur 

ances and ground realities 
continues to fuel concerns.For 
now, Sirsa's farmers can only 
waitand hope their calls for 

before the rains arrive. 
action are fnally heeded 
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heat, delayed payments may hit target 
OUR CORRESPONDENT 

SIRSA, JUNE 18 

The Haryana Government 
has raised the incentive for 
Direct Seeded Rice (DSR) 
cultivation by Rs 500 per acre, 
offering Rs 4,500 per acre this 
year. Additionally, farmers 
purchasing DSR sowing 
machines will receive subsi 
dies of up to Rs 40,000. The 
move Comes as part of the 
state's intensified push for 
water-saving agricultural 
methods amid mounting 
environmental concers. 

This year, Haryana aims to 
bring 4 lakh acres under DSR 
cultivation, with districts like 
Sirsa and Fatehabad target 
ing nearly 50% higher cover 
age compared to last year. 

Paddy sowing using the DSR 
method began on June 15 in 
several parts of the state. 

However, experts caution 
that the ambitious target may 
fall short due to rising tem 
peratures, poor germination 
in sandy soils and delays in 
disbursing past incentives. 
Last year, although over 5.06 
lakh acres were registered for 
DSR, only 1.56 lakh acres 
were verified as actually 
sown. In Sirsa, for example, 

Farmers use the DSR method at Mochiwala village in Sirsa. 

90,000 acres were registered, 
but surveys confirmed only 
70,000 acres sownusing DSR. 

One of the major deter 
rents, according to officials 
and farnmers, is the delay. in 
payments. In Sirsa alone. 
over RS 24 crore in DSR 
incentives fromn last year 
were released only in recent 
days, denting farmers' trust 
in the government's promis 

es. 

"Such delays discourage 
adoption," said a senior agri 
culture officer. "Farmers are 
cautious this year despite 
improved incentives." 

Farmers are also struggling 
with weather extremes. Sirsa 
has seen temperatures touch 
47.5C, severely affecting 
seed germination and early 
crop establishment. 

"DSR is good - it saves 
water and reduces diseases," 
said Gurjeet Mann, a progres 
sive farmer in Sirsa who has 
adopted DSR on over 50 
acres. "But in sandy soil, we 
face problems with crop 
growth. Modifying sowing 
machines could help improve 
germination and yield," he 
suggested. 

He added that recent cotton 
crop failures due to erratic 
weather have forced many 
farmers in the region to shift 
to paddy, despite its water 
intensive nature, 

Agriculture experts have 
welcomed the revised incen 
tive. "DSR can reduce water 
use by 25-30% and electricity 
consumption by 20-30%," 
said Dr Sukhdev Kamboj, 
Deputy Director, Agriculture, 
Sirsa.It also saves on labour, 
nursery costs and transplant 
ing. This method not only 
saves: resources but also 
helps reduce carbon emis 
sions and maintain soil fertil 
ity," he added. 

Notably this year no cap 
has been placed on land area 
eligible for the incentive. 
Farmers will receive Rs 4,500 
per acre, whether they sow on 
one acre or 100 acres. 

urea bags to 
be auctioned 
YAMUNANAGAR, JUNE 18 
As many as 9,000 bags of suh 
sidised agriculture grade 
urea, seized by the teanms of 
Haryana Agriculture and 
Farmers' Welfare Depart 
ment and the Haryana Police 
will be auctioned as the fer. 
tiliser can't be stored for a 
long. The morney received 
from the auction will be 
deposited in the court. 
According to information, 

the joint teams had seized 
9,000 bags of subsidised urea 
being transported and 
stocked illegally. The police 
had registered 10 FIRs under 
the Essential Commodities 
Act, 1955. Officials said as 
urea gains moisture, it can't 
be stored for long. 

"We are making efforts to 
auction the subsidised 
grade urea seized in the dis 
trict," said Dr Aditya Pratap 
Dabas, Deputy Director, 
Agriculture Department, 

Yamunanagar. 
It has been alleged that 

owners of a number of ply 
wood factories were using 
subsidised urea to prepare 
glue. A bag of subsidised 
agriculture-grade urea costs 
Rs 266.50 whereas technical 
grade urea costs between 
Rs 2,500 and Rs 3,000 per 
bag. TNS 



Now, seamless travelwith t3,000 FASTagannual pass ADITI TANDON 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, JUNB 18 
The Centre on Wednesday 
announced plans to offer an 
annual echarge facility for 

Rs 3,000 to all non-commer 
cial private vehicle owners on 
their existing FASTags. 

Union Road Transport and 
Highways Minister Nitin 
Gadkari made the announce 
ment, saying, We are intro 
ducing a FASTag-based 
annual pass priced at Rs 
3,000, effective from August 15. Valid for one year from 

the date of activation or up to 
200 trips, whichever comes 
first, this pass is designed 
exclusively for non-commer 

SERVICE VALID FOR YEAR OR 200 TRIPS 
3,000 pass activated on 
FASTag will allow free pas 
sage to private vehicles on 
designated national high 
way and expressways 
Wil be valid for a year or 200 
trips, whichever is earlier 
The annual system will be 
optional; existing FASTags 
to continue as they are 

cial private vehicles such as 
cars, jeeps and vans," 

The minister said the poicy 
would address long-standing 
concerns regarding toll plazas 
located within a 60-km range 
where people living in the 
vicinity complainedof manda 

The pass will deliverafaster, 
smoother travel experience 
to privatevehicle owners 

tory and repeated payments. 
This will simplify toll pay 

ments through a single, 
affordable transaction and 
by reducing wait times, eas 
ing congestion and min 
imising disputes at toll 
plazas, the annual pass will 

odessSeso 18 pages, including four page Delhi Tibune. 

deliver a faster and 
smoother travel experience 
for millions of private vehi 
cle owners, Gadkari said. 

The minister termed the 
step as transformative for 
hassle-free highway travel 
and said a dedicated link for. 
activation and renewal would 
soon be made available on the 
Rajmargyatra app as well as 
on the official welbsites of the 
National Highway Authority 
of India and the Road Trans 
port Ministry. Once the new 
plan rolls out, commuters 
who opt for it will be able to 
travel toll-free across national 
highways for a year. Ministry 
officials said people do not 
need to purchase a new 

FASTag for the newplan. 
"The annual pass can be 

activated on existing FASTag, 
providedit meets the eligibili 
ty criteria is properly 
affxed on the vehicle's wind 
shield, is linked to a valid 
vehicle registration number 
which is not blacklisted. Once 
offered from August 15, the 
annual recharge pass facility 
will be available only on the 
Rajmargyatra mobile applica 

tion and NHAI website" 
SOurces said. 

On the process of activa 
tion, officials said the annual 
pass would be activated after 
verifying the eligibility of the 
vehicle and the associated 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 
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Now, seamless travel with 
R3,000 FASTag annual.. 
FASTag. Upon successful ver 
ification, the user must make a 
payment of Rs 3,000 for the 
base year 2025-26 through the 
mobile application or NHAI 
website. Once the payment is 
confirmed, the pass will be acti 
vated on the registered 
FASTag," said the ministry. 

The annual recharge facility 
will be valid only at national 
highway NH and national 
expressway (NE) fee plazas. At 
fee plazas on expressways, and 
state highways managed by 
state governments or local bod 
ies, the FASTag will operate as 
a regular FASTag, and applica 
ble user fee charges will apply. 

The new annual pass wil be 
valid for one year from the daté 
ofactivation or 200 transactions 

(trips), whichever comes first. 
<Once the annual pass com 

PASS NOT MANDATORY 
For point-based fee plazas, 
each crossing of a fee plaza 
COunts as onetrip anda 
round trip (to and fro) counts 
as two trips. For closed toling 
fee plazas, one pair of entry 
and exit counts as one trip. 
By activating the annual 

pass, one allows the Rajmar 
yatra app to retrieve the reg 

istered mobile number from 
the issuing bankforthe pur 
pose of sending SMS alerts. 

The existing ecosystem will 
continue to operate asiS 

: 

pletes either 200 trips or one 
year from the date of activation, 
it will automatically revert to a 
regular FASTag. To continue 
using the pass benefits, the 
user will need to reactivate it," 
said the minist1y. 



Govtclears office spaceequal to lKfootball 
fields in4yrs, earns &3Kcrfromscrapsales 
ADTI TANDON 
TRIBUNENEWS SERVICE 

Ahead of the planned reloca 
tion to the new Central Vista 

home, the Central Govern 
ment offices are cleaning up 
to get as lean as possible 
before they move. 

Analysis of data accessed by 
The Tribune show the Centre 
has cleared office spaces equal 
to nearya l,000 football fields 
in four years since the famous 
Swachhta campaign began. 
Between 2021 and 2025, as 
many as676.25 lakh square feet 
ofofice space hasbeen cleared 
of serap and ubiquitous files. 

This translates to 63 lakh sg 
metre and would equal nearly 

1,000 football fields if FIEA 
dimensions were to be taken 
into account. A FIFA recom 
mended football field's 
dimensions average around 
7,000 square metre. 
The Centre has further 

136lakhfiles either closed orweeded out 

earned Rs 3,163.97 crore from 
Scrap sales through four years. 
Swachhta statistics compiled 
bythe DepartmentofAdminis 
trative Reforms and Public 
Grievances, which oversees 
governmenteficiency division 
as part of the Ministry of Per 
sonnel and Public Grievances, 
show that nearly 136 lakh Cen 
tral Government files were 
either closedin these fouryears 
or weeded out. 

"Serap sales through four 
years have earned us the rev 
enue of three Chandrayaan 
Mission costs, This has become 
possible by changing old prac 
tices, weeding out old files and 
papers and adopting digital 
technology. This shift repre 
sents Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's nmandate of institution 
alising cleanliness by reducing 
pendency in government," V 
Srinivas, Secretary, Depart 

ment of Administrative 

Reforms and Public Griev 
ances told The Trbene today. 
He said the campaign is 

aimed at enabling the cre 
ation of clean, functional, 
efficient, citizen-centric 
office spaces, where people 
can interact with the gov 
ernment. Another impor 
tant statistic around the 

ongoing drive for govern 
ment efficiency relates to 
the levels through which a 
government file passes 
before it gets cleared. 

PMO directions to ministries 
are to ensure that files don't 
pass through more than four 
levels. The idea is to achieve 
flatter organisations by going 
digital," Srinivas said. 

This igital push has meant 
that the number of e-files in the 
Indian government system 
have increased by 1975.71 per 
cent rising from about 2 lakh in 
2014 to 41.69 lakh today. 
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City gears up for first artificial 

rain trial to tackle pollution 
e TRIBUNE NEws SERVICE 

S NEW DELHI, JUNE 18 
The Delhi Government is all. 

2 set to roll out its first pilot proj 
ect for artificial rain through 

e cloud seeding. Environment 
-Minister Manjinder Singh Sir 

sa said on Wednesday that all 
scientific, technical andregula 
tory preparations have been 
completed The cloud seeding 

- flights will take off as soon as 
the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) confirms 

EXECUTEDBYIITKANPUR 
3.21crore pilot project wil be 

eXecutedby li karpur, n 
collaboration with Delhi's 

Departnernt of EnvIonment 

The cloudseeding flights will take 
of as soonas the IMD cortims 

suitable cloud condittons 

suitable cloud conditions. 
The Rs3.21 crore pilot project 
titled "Technology Demon-

stration and Evaluation of 
Cloud Seeding as an Alternâ 

We are not just fighting 
pollution -we are building a 
blueprint for the future. 

tive for Delhi-NCR Pollution 
Mitigation''-wilbe executed 1 

by IT Kanpur, in collaboration 
with the Delhi Government's 
Department of Environment. 
The project will deploy special 
ly equipped Cessna aircraft 

with advanced flarebased sys 
tems that release a unique 
seeding mixture into the 
clouds to induce rainfall. 
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City gears up for first artificial rain. 
FROM PAGE I 
This is anational-first experi 
ment rooted in science, exe 
cuted with military-grade 
precision and evaluated in 
real time," said Sirsa. "From 
anti-smog guns and road 
sprinkling to now artificial 
rain we are iterally push 
ing the skies to deliver clean 
air for our people," he added. 

The IMD has already giv 
en its formal nod to the 
pilot, confirming the meteo 
rological viability of cloud 
seeding over the National 
Capital Region. The cloud 
seeding sorties up to five 
in total �will be conducted 
over low-security zones in 
northwest and outer Delhi. 
Each flight will last approx 

imately 90 minutes and cov 
er up to 100 sq km. 

The cloud seeding mixture 
developed by I1T, Kanpur 
is a scientifically formulat 

ed combination of silver 
iodide nanoparticles, iodised 
salt and rock salt, designed to 
trigger precipitation in clouds 
with at least 50 per cent mois 
ture content. The targeted 
cloud type, nimbostratus, 
usually hovers betwéen 500 
and 6,000 m above ground 
level and offers the most 
promising conditions for suc 
cessful rain induction. 

The impact of each cloud 
seeding sortie on air quality 
will be assessed in realtime. 
Continuous Ambient Air 
Quality Monitoring Stations 

(CAAQMS) placed acrosS 
the seeding zones will meas 
ure changes in PM2,5 and 
PM10 levels to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the artificial 
rainfall in reducing air 
borne pollutants. 

Sirsa also noted that the ini 
tiative builds on IIT Kan 
pur's earlier success in con 
ducting seven cloud seeding 
trials in drought-prone 
regions of the country. 

While major permissions 
have been secured, only 
minor flight plan approvals 
remain, and officials said 

these are expected to be com 
pleted shortly. Once the ight 
cloud formations appear, the 
pilot project will be launched 
without delay. 
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{ CLIMATE CRISIS}FOSSILFUELS ACCOUNT FOR MORE THAN 80% OF GLOBAL ENERGY CONSUMPTION 

Agence France-Presse 

Warning signs on climate flashing bright red: Top scientists 
letters@hindustantimes.com 
PARIS: From carbon pollution to 
sea-level rise to global heating, 
the pace and level of key climate 
change indicators are all in 
uncharted territory, more than 
60 top scientists warned on 
Thursday. 

Greenhouse gas emissions 
from burning fossil fuels and 
deforestation hit a new high in 
2024 and averaged, over the last 
decade, a record 53.6 billion ton 
nes per year -that is 100,000 
tonnes per minute of CO2 or 
its equivalent in other gases, they 
reported in a peer-reviewed 
update. 

Earth's surface temperature 
last year breached 15°C for the 
first time, and the additional CO2 
humanity can emit with a two 
thirds chance of staying under 
that threshold long-term -Our 
1.5C"carbon budget" - will be 
exhausted in a couple of years, 
they calculated. 

Investment in clean energy 
outpaced investment in oil, gas 

and coal last year two-to-one, 
but fossil fuels account for more 
than 80% of global energy con 
sumption, and growth in renew 
ables still lags behind new 
demand. 

Included in the 2015 Paris cli 
mate treaty as an aspirational 
goal, the 1.5°C limit has since 
been validated by science as nec 
essary for avoiding a catastroph 
ically climate-addled world. 

The hard cap on warming to 
which nearly 200 nations agreed 
was "well below" two degrees, 
commonly interpreted to mean 
1.7C to 1.8C. 

"We are already in crunch 
time for these higher levels of 
warming" co-author Joeri Rog 
elij, a professor of climate science 
and policy at Imperial College 
London, told journalists in a 
briefing. 

"The next three or four dec 
ades is pretty much the timeline 
over which we expect a peak in 
warming to happen." 

No less alarming than record 
heat and carbon emissions is the 
gathering pace at which these 

agast HiV, high as $25,000 per year. 

People c0ol off in a fountain in Seville, on Wednesday as a 
heatwave hits Spain. 

and other climate indicators are 
shifting, according to the study, 
published in Earth System Sci 
ence Data. 

Human-induced warming 
increased over the last decade at 
a rate "unprecedented in the 
instrumental record", and well 
above the 2010-19 average regis 
tered in the UN's most recent 
Intergovernmental Panel on Cli 
mate Change (IPCC) report, in 

AFP 

2021. The new findings -led by 
the same scientists using essen 
tially the same methods - are 
intended as an authoritative 
albeit unofficial update of the 
benchmark IPCC reports under 
pinning global climate diplo 
macy. 

AFP 

An increase in the ocean 
watermark of 23 centimetres -
the width of a letter-sized sheet 
of paper -over the last 125 years 

has been enough to imperil 
many small island states and 
hugely amplify the destructive 
power of storm surges world 
wide. 

An additional 20 centimetres 
of sea level rise by 2050 would 
cause $1 trillion in flood damage 
annually in the world's 136 larg 
est coastal cities, earlier research 
has shown. 

Another indicator underlying 
all the changes in the climate 
System is Earth's so-called 
energy imbalance, the differ 
ence between the amount of 
solar energy entering the 
atmosphere and the smaller 
amount leaving it. 

"We will rapidly reach a level 
of global warming of 1.5"C, but 
what happens next depends on 
the choices which will be made." 
said co-author and former IPCC 
co-chair Valerie Masson-Del 
motte, 

The Paris Agreement's 1.5C 
target allows for the possibility 
of ratcheting down global tem 
peratures below that threshold 
before century's end. 



NJAB 

Nangal fertiliser unit's 15-acre 
land vanishes irom records 
LALT MOHAN 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

ROPAR, JUNE 19 

About 15.25 acres of Pun 
jab National Fertilisers 
and Chemicals Ltd 
(PNFC), a closed unit of 
Punjab State Infrastruc 
ture Development Corpo 
ration (PSIDC) in Nangal 
town of Ropar district, 
have gone missing. 

In a letter to the SDM 
Nangal, dated March 22, 
by the liquidator appoint 
ed by the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court for 
PNFC, a copy of which is 
available with The Tri 
bune, it has been stated 
that as per the jamabandi 
(revenue records) of 2008 
09, the PNFC unit had 
about 111 acres land. 
However, as per the jama 
bandi of 2018-19, 112 
kanals which comes to 
about 15.25 acres) was 
lesser at the spot. 

Sources here said that 
the fact that aboút 15.25 

acres land of the PNFC 
was missing came to fore 
after the liquidator got 
the land measured from 
revenue officials of Nan 
gal in order to liquidate 

Liquidator for the firm flags issue; 
matter beingprobed, says DC 

The Tribune 
GURUGRAM FRIDAY 20 JUNE .2025 

Acosed unit of Punjab National Fertilisers & Chemicals Limited at Nangal. 

the, project as per the 
orders of the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court. 

The sources said that the 
previous SDM Nangal had 
marked an inquiry into the 
missing land of the PNFC. 

The issue has raised con-
cerns as the value of the 

land of the PNFC unit, 
located on National High-
way 503, as per the govern 

ment rates was over Rs 3 

crore per acre. 
Deputy Commissioner 

Ropar Varjeet Singh Walia 
said the revenue officials 
would conduct an inquiry 
into the query raised by the 
liquidator for the PNFC. 

The sources said the 
missing land of the PNFC 
might have been 

eneroached by adjoining 

industrial units or people 
or there might be anomaly 
in revenue records. 

The Punjab and Hlaryana 
High Court had ordered 
the closure and liquidation 
of the unit on August 28. 
2001. In 2016, under the 
supervision of the liquida 
tor, the scrap in the unit 
was sold for Rs 17.92 crore. 
The liquidator also got a 
compensation of Rs 7.50 
crore for about 3 acres land 
of unit which was acquired 
for the coDstruction of a 
railway overbridge in' the 
area. Out of that Rs 7.50 
crore, the workers were 
paid 40 per cent of their 
dues and are still waiting 
60 per cent of the dues for 
the past 26 years. 

On May 23, the Punjab 
and Haryana High Court 
ordered the liquidator to 
expedite the sale of the 
land of the PNFC and pay 
the dues of the employees. 
However, now it has been 
found that 15.25 acres land 
of the unit is missing in 
the revenue records. The 
revenue officials would 
have to settle the issue 
before the land of the unit 
could be liquidated. 



Notquitting but transtersafull time 
businesstor some:Agri Minister 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

SHIMLA, JUNE 9 
Although Agriculture Minis 
ter Chander Kumar today . 
dismissed speculation about 
his resignation from the Cab 
inet, he admitted that trans 
fers of government employ 
ees was. a pandora's box, 

which has becomea full-time 
business for some. 

Chaudhary was responding 
to queries regarding social 
media post by his son Neera¡j 
Chaudhary, a former Chief 
Pariamentary Secretary 
(CPS), that said as a minister 
his father had no say and peo-
ple close to BJP in his con 
stituency of Jawali were run 
ning a transfer industry'. 

The minister said his son 
Neeraj Bharti had shown 

resentment in transfers in his 
Assembly segment of Jawali 
and the Chief Minister has 
tried to resolve the issue. 

Bharti, who is a two term 
MLAhimself and former CPS 
in Virbhadra regimne, created 
a stir by posting that his 
father would resign from the 
Cabinet."Kaam agar dalalon 
ka hoga to mantra ben ke kya 
fayda," hewrote. Thepossibil 

sON'S COMMENTS SPARK STIR 
Neeraj Bharti, a twoterm.MLA himself and former CPs in 

Virbhadra regime, created a stir by posting that his father 
Would resign from the Cabinet. "Kaam agar dalalon ka 
hoga to mantra ben ke kya fayda," Bharti, soi of Agricu 
ture Minister Chander Kumar, said. 

The possibility of Bharti contesting the next assembly elec 
tion in place of his father, who is 81, cannot be ruled out, 

ity of Bharti contesting the 

next assembly election in 
place of his father, who is 81, 
cannot be ruled out. 

However, Chaudhray did 
not mince words in stating 
that some people had made 
transfers of employees an 
industry while specifically 
targeting Education and 
Health departments. "The 
transfer industry is like a 
Pandora's box' which has 

become a whole-time busi-
ness. which we all must dis 
courage," he said expressing 

his anger against the trans 
fer industry. Rsvl. 

He admitted that workers 
are not keen on development 
works but are only interested 
in transfers, close to their 
homes. It is high time that a 
strict t transfer policy is formu-

lated as some people indulge 
in this to show that they have 

0000000 

a big say, eroding the credibil 
ity of the state government. 

Even as the minister said 
that the issue had been 
resolved, his son made yet 
another social media post 
stating that he will continue 
his fight against injustice 
being meted out to Congress 

supporters. This is not my 
personal fight but an issue 
concerning all those who 
supported Congress. If the 
transfer orders of BJP sup 
porters back to their places of 
posting are not cancelled,I 
will not just fight the govern 

ment but also you,"he wrote. 
Chaudhary, in the past 

also, had expressed his 
anguish over delay in 
revamping of the state Con 
gress and the party units at 
the district and block level 
while stating that the party 
had become defunct. 



E|HCs not custodian of revenue': 
SC stays order halting refund 
Utkarsh Anand 

in 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
on Friday asserted that high 
courts are not the "custodian of 

the Revenue (Department)," 
pulling up the Bombay high 
court for staying a tribunal order 
directing a refund of T256.45 
crore to a private company 
despite holding it lacked juris 
diction in the matter. Calling 

vhigh court's order"strange", the 
i- top court stayed the June 12 
nt directve, observing courts must 

strictly adhere to the rule of law. 
"A high court is not the custo 

dian of the revenue (depart 
ment). It is a strange order. How 
can the high court issue such an 
order after saying that it does not 
have the jurisdiction to entertain 
the matter?" a bench of Justices 
Ujjal Bhuyan and Manmohan 
said while hearinga plea filed by 
Tenormac Enterprises Pvt Ltd, 
the company entitled to refund 
as per an earlier tribunal ruling. 

In its June 12 ruling, the Bom 
bay high court admitted in its 
OWn ruling that neither the reve 
nue (department')s statutory 
appeal nor the writ petition chal 
lenging the refund order was 

SC RAPPED BOMBAY 
HC FOR STAYINGA 

TRIBUNAL ORDER 
DESPITE HOLDING 
THAT ITLACKED 

JURISDICTION 
INTHE MATTER 

maintainable before it. Yet, it 
went on to stay the implementa 
tion of the order passed by the 
Customs, Excise and Service Tax 
Appellate ribunal (CESTAT). 

The Supreme Court took 
exception to this, stating that 

ven the Union government 
must adhere to legal remedies 
laid down by statute. "We are fol 
lowing the rule of law. Just 
because you are the Union of 
India, you cannot go here and 
there and get a stay. Courts must 
pass orders proper in law," the 
bench remarked. 

Senior advocate Rafig Dada, 
representing Tenormac, strongly 
opposed the high court's inter 
vention, calling the stay unjusti 
fied. Additional Solicitor General 
SD Sanjay, appearing for the 
Revenue Department, tried to 
underline the stakes involved: 

Here the question is about over 
{200 crore," he told the court. 

But the bench remained firm: 
"The high court said it is not on 
the quantum but it should pro 
tect the interest of the revenue 
(department). This order is 
against all canons of law. The 
high court is expected to pass 
proper orders." 

The case will be heard again 
on July 2. 

The dispute arose from orders 
passed by the CESTAT in favour 

of Tenormac Enterprises. On 
January 24, the tribunal allowed 
the company's appeal, and on 
May 6, it directed the Revenue 
Department to process a cash 
refund of 256.45 crore. The 
Bombay high court was 
approached by the Commis 
sioner of CGST & Central ExC0se, 
Belapur, through a writ petition 
and a statutory appeal under 
Section 35G of the Central Excise 
Act. 

However, the high court 
noted that since the issues 
involved rate of tax and valua 
tion, it lacked jurisdiction under 
Section 35G and the appeal 
should go directly before the 
Supreme Court under Section 
35L. 
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ED withdraws suMmons to 
senior advocate amid row 
Utkarsh Anand 

letters@hindustantimes.com 
NEW DELHI: The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) on Friday with 
drew its summons to senior advo 
cate Pratap Venugopal., hours after 
the Supreme Court Advocates-on 
Record Association (SCAORA) 
urged Chief Justice of India (CJ) 
Bhushan RGavai to take suo motu 
cognisance of the agency's move, 
caling ita grave infringement on 
the independence of the legal pro 
fession and the sanctity of lawyer 
cient privilege. 

Venugopal, summoned on 
June 19 to appear before the ED on 
June 24 under Section 50 of the 
Prevention ofMoney Laundering 
Act (PMLA), 2002, received a text 
message from the agency on Fri 
day afternoon informing him that 
the notice"stands withdrawn with 
immediate effect." 

The summons pertained to the 
ongoing investigation into the 
allotment of Empioyee Stock 
Option Plans (ESOPs) by Care 
Health Insurance to former Relig 
are Enterprises Chairperson 
Rashmi Sauja. Venugopalwas the 
Advocate-on-Record (AoR) for a 
legal opinion rendered by senior 
counsel Arvind Datar in the mat 
ter. ED had earlier summoned 
Datar as well, but that notice too 
was rescinded following backlash 
from the legal fraternity. 

In a letter dated June 20, 
SCAORA President Vipin Nair 
described the summons to Venu 
gopal as "a déeply disquieting 
development" and warned that 
Coercive measures against lawyers 
for professional legal opinions 
strike at the heart of legal privilege 

No summons for advocates in 
breach of client privilege: ED 
Neeraj Chauhan 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) has directed 
its investigating officers to not 
issue summons to any advo 
cate in violation of the lawyer 
clientprivilege under the Bhar 
tiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, say 
ing that any exception to this 
can be made only after 
"approval" by ED's director. 

The statement came in the 
wake of a controversy over 
issuance of summons to senior 
SC lawyers Arvind Datar and 
Pratap Venugopal which was 
condemned by SCAORA even 
as it sought the Chief Justice of 
India (CJI) to take suo motu 
cognisance of the matter. 

ED said in a statement that 
it has issued a circular for the 
guidance of the field forma 
tions which says that "no sum 
mons" shall be issued to any 
advocate in violationof Section 
132 of the Bharatiya Sakshya 
Adhiniyam, 2023. 

Hindustan Times 

"Further, if any summons 

SCAORA asserted that such 
actions represent an "impermissi 
ble transgression" into the consti 
tutionally protected sphere of legal 
advice. "The role of an advocate in 
offering legal advice is both privi 
leged and protected. Interference 

needs to be issued under the 
exceptions carved out in pro 

. viso to section 132 of the BSA, 
2023, the same shall be issued 
only with the prior approval of 
the Director, ED" the ED said. 

Section 132 of BSA safe 
guards attorney-client privi 
lege, which means the lawyers 
are not required to disclose the 
communications between 
them and their clients. How 
ever, the section has an excep 
tion to share the communica 
tion when made in the further 
ance of any illegal purpose. 

ED: said the summons 
0ssued to Venugopal was in his 
capacity as the independent 
director of a company and it 
has been withdrawn": This 
has been communicated to 
him."In the said communica 
tion,it has also been stated that 
if any documents will be 
required from him in his 
capacity as an independent 
director of the company, the 
same will be requested from 
him to be submitted by email." 
the agency said. 

and the fundamental tenets of the byinvestigative agencies, particu 
-rule of law. larly in respect of opinions ren 

dered in a professional capacity 
strikes at the core of the rule of 
law," the letter stated. SCAORA 
urged the Supreme Court to exam 
ine the legality and propriety of 
summoning advocates for profes 
sional opinions and called for the 

framing of clear guidelines to insu 
late the legal profession from simi 
lar overreach in the future. 

The Supreme Court Bar Associ 
ation, too, issued a statement: "The 
issuance of such illegal notices and 
surhmons to the senior advocates 
and to the adyocate-on-record 
reflect a disturbing trend, striking 
at the very foundations of the legal 
profession and undermining the 
independence of the Bar which is a 
core pillar of India's Constitutional 
democracy." 

This is the second time in recent 
days that the Association has 
stepped in to defend the autonony 
of the Bar. On June 16, SCAORA 
issued a public statement con 
demning the ED's notice to Datar 
as "unwarranted" anda manifes 
tation of growing investigative 
Overreach. 

Similar concerns have echoed 
across the legal landscape. On 
June 17, the Delhi High Court Bar 
Association passeda resolution 
criticising the ED's actions, warn 
ing of a direct threat to the consti 
tutional right to legal representa 
tion and fair trial. The Gujarat 
High Court Adyocates Association 
also convened an emergency 
meeting, with its president Brijesh 
Trivedi calling for urgent govern 
ment action to protect lawyer-ci 
ent privilege through amend 
ments to the Indian Evidence Act, 
1872, and the Bharatiya Sakshya 
Adhiniyanm, 2023. While ED has 
not formaly disclosed reasons for 
withdrawing the summons to 
Venugopal, senior members of the 
Bar see the move as an implicit 
recognition of the serious constitu 
tional and professional issues 
flagged by the legal community. 
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Make GST business-friendly, 
use tech: Sitharaman to taxmen 
Rajeev Jayaswal 
rajeev.jayaswal@htlive.com 

New Delhi: Union finance minis 
ter Nirmala Sitharaman on Fri 
day told taxmen to make the 
Goods and Services Tax regime 
more business-friendly by mak 
ing the GST registration process 
easier, seamless, and more 

1 transparent with the use of tech 
nology and risk-based parame 
ters. 

At the conclave of the Central 
Board of Indirect Taxes and Cus 
toms (CBIC), the finance minis 
ter directed officials to prepare 
an action plan to improve upon 
various parameters such as GST 
registration, processing of 
refunds, and handling taxpayers' 
grievances. The conclave, 
chaired by her, was attended by 
principal chief commissioners, 
chief commissioners and and 

i director generals and field for 

mations of the CBIC in New 
Delhi. During the conclave, CBIC 
highlighted the performance of 
customs and CGST zones on key 
indicators such as grievance 

redressal, refunds, audit and 
enforcement. The average time 
for grievance disposal has been 
reduced to just nine days, signifi 
cantly better than the stipulated 
21-day timeline, the finance min 
istry said in a statement. 

On refunds, 85% of claims 
were processed within the statu 
tory 60-day limit, it said. GST 
audit coverage rose from 62.21% 
in 2022-23 to 88.74% in 2024-25. 
Detected GST evasion grew to Rs 
2,23,170 crore in 2024-25, with 
voluntary payments totalling Rs 
28,909 crore. The number of tax 
payers repeated for audits more 
than once in three years is zero, 
it said. 

In the area of enhanced trade 
facilitation, facilitation of cargo 

through the risk management 
system (RMS) has steadily 
increased, with 86% of cargo 
being facilitated in 2025, up from 
82% in 2022. Similarly, in 
2024-25, 2140.35 kgs of seized 
gold were disposed of by hand 
ing it over to SPMCIL, it said. 

FM also directed the Central 
GST (CGST) formations to 
launch targeted awareness cam 
paigns among taxpayers, trade 
associations, and industry bod 
ies regarding the mandatory 
documentation regquired for GST 
registration, particularly those 
related to the principal place of 
business, it said. This would help 
reduce rejections and delays in 
registration and enable faster 
processing of applications, she 
said. She also directed CGST 
Zonal heads to have a dedicated 
helpdesk for GST registrations to 
facilitate the taxpavers in the 
application process. 



Bundled fertiliser sales spark 
outcry by farmers in Sirsa 
BKE flags irregularities in supply chain; Agriculture Dept orders probe 
ANIL KAKKAR 

SIRSA, JUNE 20 

FarmerS under the banner of 
Bharatiya Kisan Ekta (BKE) 
staged a protest in Sirsa on 
Friday, alleging black market 
ing and forced bundling of 
fertilisers like DAP andurea 
with unrelated products. A 
delegation led by BKE state 
president ILakhwinder Singh 
Aulakh submitted a com 
plaint to the Deputy Director. 
of Agriculture, denmanding 
immediate intervention. 

Aulakh claimed that fer 
tiliser supplied by IFFCO to 
cooperative centres is being 
sold only on the condition 
that famers also purchase 
non-essential items such as 
tea packets, nano urea, nano 
DAP and a product named 

SELJA SEEKS GOVT INTERVENTION 
Member of Parliament from Sirsa, Kumari Selja, has 
raised concernsabout the ongoing crisis faced by farm 
ers in Haryana due to a shortage of key fertilisersike 
DAP and urea. She has urged the gOvernment to inte 
vene immediately to ensure timely availability of these 
inputs, which are critical for crop sowing. The shortage is 
particularly affecting districts such as Sirsa, Fatehabad, 
and Kaithal, wherë farmers are struggling to plant crops 
despite favourable post-rain conditions. 

Sagarika'. These iter 
are being forced on farmers 

without consent.. Officials 
are allowing exploitation of 
farmers in broad daylight," 
Aulakh alleged, accusing 

the Agriculture Department 
ofturning a blind eye due to 
corruption.rio ) 

Raising concerns about the 
supply chain of "Sagarika, 
Aulakh cited a truck offloaded 
at IFFCO's Sirsa centre carry-

ing over 40,000 kg of the prod 
uct. The truck had mis 
matched number plates 
one fronm Ajmer and another 
unidentified. It was reported 
lyloaded in Rajasthan, but the 
packaging claimed it was 
manufactured in Delhi and 
billed from Gujarat," he said, 

adding that the inconsisten 
cies raise doubts about trans 

arency and quality. 
He demanded an immedi 

ate halt to the sale of"Sagari ka" in the region and strin gent action against black 
marketing and forced 
bundlingat all fertiliser distri 
bution points. 

Dr Sukhdey Kamboj, 
Deputy Director of Agricul 
ture, Sirsa, Confirmed 
receipt of the complaint. He 
said mandi-wise inspections 
have been ordered, and any 
violations wil be dealt with 
strictly. "We've also asked 
the Assistant Registrar of 
Cooperative Societies to 
investigate issues related to 
product tagging," he said. 
On "Sagarika," Dr Kamboj 
informed that a committee 

has been: constituted to 
probe the matter and appro 
priate action will be taken 
based on its findings. 



The hidden spiritual process ofscientific discoveries 

ANIL K RAJVANSHI 
DIRECTOR, NIMBKAR 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE, MAHARASHTRA 

O great discov 
ery or invention 
of the world is 
new since that 
knowledge 

already exists in the uni 
verse. We, as human beings, 
are simply mediums to 
pluck this knowledge. We 
cannot discover anything 
Hew since our minds are of 
the same time frame as the 
universe; we cannot think 
beyond what already exists. 
After we obtain any knowl 
edge, we share it with 

Li mankind and help in its evo 
lutionary process. 

I also feel that all great sci 
entists, inventors and discoy 
erers ofuniversal truths in all 
fields are spiritualists and the 
process oftheir discoveries is 
spiritual in nature. That is 
because while going deeper 
into a subject or idea, we go to 
its essence or spirit. It is this 
attempt to understand the 
beauty that leads to nature 
revealing her secrets, giving 
us awe and a wondrous feel 

ing about this universe.ito 
April 20 was the l05th death 

anniversary of the famous 

mathematician, 
Ramanujan. He was a spiritu 
al mathematician; he always 
said that all his equations and 
mathematical insights 

expressed the thought of 
God. He considered them to 
be a gift from Goddess Nam 
agiri. Hardcore mathemati 
cians scoffed at his metaphys 
ical pronouncenments and, 
yet, he pioneered the number 
theory, which is still being 
stuied and worked upon by 
some top mathematicians 
around the world. 

Indian 

Similarly the great discover 
ies by Newton, Einstein, Tesla 
(the giants of humanity) have 
all bordered on the metaphys-metaphysical experience and 
ical Halfof Newton's life was 
devoted to understanding the 
scientific principles behind 
God and he devoted á sub 
stantial part of his life in writ 
ing about them. Einstein, at a 
young age, wrote songs 
about God, which he used to 
sing to himself. Besides, he 
was a strong believer in the 
relationship between science 
and spirituality. He wrote: "I 
maintaiD that the cosmic 
religious feeling isthe 
strongest and noblest motive 
for scientific research."u 

Tesla -one of the greatest 
inventors of the last century 
- seemed to periodically 
pluck his inventions from 
thin air. He said that most of 
his ideas came ina flash and 
whole machines and their 
detailed working 
"shown" to him. 

It seems that all great dis 
coveries, inventions and cre 
ative outputs like the compo 
sition of classical music by 
Bach, Beethoven, etc have 
been the result ofa mystical 

iaexperience, though mostpeo 

Were 

GENIUS: Albert Einstein, seen here with Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi. TRIBUNE PHOTO 

Similar was the case of Bar 
bara McClintock, who had a 

"saw' the phenomenon of 
jumping genes, which later 
won her the Nobel Prize in 
Medicine in 1983. However 
she was ridiculed for almost 
20 years because such meta 
physical insights are not con 
sidered to be a part of main 
stream science. 

All revolutionary 
ideas are aproduct 
ofanimble brain, 
which somehow 

plucks the 
knowledgelike 
magic from the 

space ofknowledge. 

ple consider them to be prod 
ucts of a prepared mind. A 
prepared mind is a result of 
hard and sustained work. It 
allows the brain to evaluate a 
large number of pathways 
and possibilities and when, 
this thought hologram 
matches that of the knowl 
edge, which already exists, it 
results in what is called anew 

discovery or invention. 
All such ideas which are 

revolutionary and change the 
course of mankind's history 
or bring in a quantum jump 
in our understanding are a 
product of a nimble brain, 
which somehow plucks the 
knowledge like magic from 
the space of knowledge. 

Patanjali, the great Indian 
sage, speaks about this con 
nection when he says that 
any knowledge of the uni 
verse can be obtained by 
'sanyam' on it. He defines 
'sanyam' as a combination of 
concentration, contempla 
tion and 'samadhi' on any 
idea. This helps in develop 
ing a powerful brain, which 
can concentrate deeply on 
any subject. All great discov 
erers, like Einstein, Newton, 
Tesla, Darwin, etc, had pow 
erful brains and 
endowed with a tremendous 

power of concentration. 

were 

A powerful brain cannot sit 
idle. It needs constant inputs 
for its large number of neural 
pathways to function 
smoothly and form new 
memories. This makes the 
brain extremely curious, 
which can only be satisied 
by the knowledge gained 
from a large number of expe-
riences in different felds. 

That is why all great scien 
tists and technologists are 
also renaissance people. Ein 
stein had more than 40 
patents in various fields, like 
refrigeration, sound, light 
and even one on a better 
design of a woman's blouse! 
Besides, he was an excellent 
violin player and played with 
some professional musicians. 

Similarly, Newton was inter 
ested in everything from 

gravitation to optics, mathe 
matics, alchemy and meta 
physics and so on. Another 
polymath, Leonardo DaVinci, 
the great Italian painter was 
also a great engineer, who 
probably designed the first 
helicopter in 16th century. 

ing the deep hidden mean 
ings in hature. 

An interesting facet of the 
discovery process is that 
most of these great discover 
ers were selftaught. Their 

genius flowered at an early 
age by a single event-either 
by being exposed to a book 
(in the case of Ramanujan or 
Enrico Fermi) or toa compass 
(in the case of Einstein). Such 
innocuous events triggered 
in their minds, as ifby magic, 
a tremendous. hunger for 
knowledge. Perhaps, memo 
ries of the last birth may have 
helped in this process. 

Also, all these great thinkers 
talked about the oneness of 

everything. Half of his life, 
Einstein struggled to develop 
a theory of everything in * 2 
which he wanted to connect 
every aspect ofuniverse. Sim 
ilarly, Ramanujan, Tesla and 
McClintock talked about the 
oneness of life and wanted to 
see the inter connections in 
everything around us. 

All seekers of truth also 
tried to understand what 

History is full of examples makes our world and the uni 
verse tick. That gave them a of such great minds and ren 

aissance people. Great scien- feeling of aweand also 
tists search truth and theyshowed that probably what 
are different from the they thought was án original 
mediocre ones who search idea or thought was nothing 
only for committees! Tbut the existing knowledge 

Examples of Einstein, Fer- in the space and it was chan 
mi, Norman Borlaug come to nelled through them. 
mind. The same was with 
Irvine Langmuir, who 
though involved in industri 
al research, never wanted 
any managerial position and 
was only interested in find 

Nevertheless, it is the 
human mind which is the 
receiver of the idea or knowl 
edge and there is a çuriosity 
to know the mechanism by 
which it happens. 
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