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Labourshortage hits paddy transplantation

Agri & Farmers’ Werfa re Dept setstarget of 13. 97L hecta res this season
o Oniy 80% target ach|eved )

GROUND
REPORT

PARVEEN ARORA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

KARNAL, JULY 21
Shortage of migrant labour has
hit paddy transplantation this
season across the state. At a
time when paddy transplanta-
tion should have been complet-
od across Haryana, many farm-
ers are still struggling to find
labourers to finish the job.

As per sources, In the state,
16.67 lakh hectares has been
under paddy cultivation in the
last three years. The Agricul-
ture and Farmers’ Welfare
Department has set a target of
13.97 lakh hectares for paddy
cultivation this season, and
about 80 per cent of that area
has been covered so far

Farmers and agriculture
experts claimed that agriculture
in the state is highly dependent

on migrant labourers, mainly

from Bihar and UP Every year,

~ a large number of migrant

labourers come to Haryana, par-
ticularly during paddy trans-
plantation and the harvesting of
both paddy and wheat. As per
an estimate, around 70 per cent
of the agricultural labour force
toHaryana to meet the growing
demand of the farmers,

This paddy transplantation
Season, which began on June
15, the farmers across the
state have faced an acute

——————————————————————————

shortage of migrant la, |

which has affected the trans-
plantation process. -

The farmers say one of the
main reasons, they point out, is
the advancement of the paddy
transplantation schedule in
Punjab, which previously start-
ed in mid-June like Haryana,
but this year, it started on July 1.

“We faced a labour shortage
because Punjab advanced its

paddy transplantation season. .

fits through various govern-
ment schemes may be the rea-
son behind the low turnout of
migrant labourers this season.

“This year, labour groups from

Bihar did not come in full
strength. When I asked a group
of labourers about the low
turnout, Iwasto]dthatmany
labourers - are ‘now working
under government schemes in

their home states. Some facto- -
ries and rice mills have also

opened up in Bihar, which is

‘why the labourers can not come
+ in full strength. The upcoming

Bihar election can also be a rea-

" seeded Tice (DSR), ' which

requireed less labour “The
DSR is costy effective and
requires less labour,” he said
Jitender, a farmer; highlighted
that the labour shortage had led
to anise in transplantation costs
by thelocal labourers, with some
being forced to hire inexperi-

enced local workers or delay the
process—both of which can
affect crop yields.

“The local labourers demand
higher rates for transplanta-
tion, which is why we prefer
migrant labourers. This sea-
son, local workers demanded
Rs 4,500-5,500 per acre, while
migrant labourers charged Rs
3,000-Rs 4,000 per acre,” said

_ Jitender Singh, ancther farmer.

JogaSingh, afarmer; said, “We:

usually finish transplantation
by July 10, but due to the short-
age this year, only half my field
has been transplanted so far”

- Agricultural experts warn
tation is not completed within a
couple of days, it could serious-
ly impact productivity.

Dr Virender Lather, ex-Prina-
pal Scientist of the IARI New
Delhi, said the paddy transplan-

-anydelays might result in stumt-

ed plant growth, delay in har-
Haryana, being a major contrib-
utor to the Central foodgrain
pool, could face difficulties

. meeting procurement targets if

yields dropped. “Usually, trans-
plantation is done by mid- July;
but this season, it is already late
and it will result in delay of har-
vesting, which will further trou-
ble the management of paddy

. straw;” he said.

An official from the Agricul-
ture and Farmers’ Weltare
Department said, ‘“We are close-
Iy monitoring the situation.”
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NrrTsin SHARMA

M YHE Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCE) releases
data regarding the air

-guality monitored in various

cities acrogs the country daily
However, the air quality data of
Haryana's cities have been
mitsing from the daily air quali-
ty index (AQT) bulletins, due to
insufficient data, for the past
several manths,

B —
areon the chart of the CPCE?
There are 25 stations of Haryana

on the CPCB chart for daily
monitoring. As per the bulletin
released on July 21, of the total
25 stations, only the data of
Panchgaon, which was found to
be i good category, was reflect-
ed. The dala of remaining 24,
including Ambala, - Bahadur-
garh, Ballabgarh, Bhiwani,
Charkhi Dadri, Dharuhera,
Faridabad, - Fatehabad, Guru-
gram, Hisar, Jind, Kaithal, Kar-
nal, Kurukshetra, and Yamu-
nanagar, continue to be missing
due to insufficient data. Of the
84 stations missing from the AQT
bulletin on Monday, 24 weré
from Harvana only.

‘The tender-of the agency respon-
sibile for maintaining and operat.
ing the Continuous Ambient Air
Quality Monitaring  System
(CAAQMSE) had expired in Febru-
ary last year. However, the agency
kept working, but after the pay-

_ EXPLAINER
Delay in tendering leaves Haryana cities out of daily CPCB bulletin

There are 25 stations of state on CPCB chart for dai ly monitoring

L

ments of the agency got stuck, it
stopped working, The delay in
floating the tender, led to the sit-
wation. where the data is not
being delivered, The data of some
of the cities is not available since

trol Board in assessing pallution

levels, identifying the areas of

concern, preparing policies and
izsuing guidelines for improving
the air quality. The trends of the
air quality also help the board in
doing comparisen with the data

of previous years and implement-
ing the pollution control meas-
ures. An official in the Haryana
State Pollution Control Board
2ays with no data for the cities
since Decemnber last year and
January, the board will face
imsues in comparing the data of
previous years,

® Heow is the air quality
adjudged in different ranges?
The AQI in the range of 0-50 i
comsidered good, 51-100 satisfac-
tory, 101-200 Moderate 201-300
poor, 301-400 very poor and 401-

® What do the environmental-
ists say?

Dr Naresh Bhardwaj, executive
member of NGO Green Earth,
terms the delay i tendering
process as a big lapse. The daily

live monitoring is important as it
helps in taking appropriate
measures in improving the air
quality especially, during the
paddy harvesting season, when
the aiy quality registers a dip due
to farm fires, elimatic conditions
and other construction an
ground activities, The NGO will
take up the matter with the state
government and the N&ﬁ‘“_ﬂl
Green Tribunal. The daily ::;
moniforing. st be ensured an
the data should be available 10
the public domain.

lmldmtheHSPCBchg:f’
The ana State Pollul

Omﬁgaﬁ}oardoMciaE admitted
that due to the delay in the ten-
dering process, the agency had
stopped working and the live
data was not being shared due to
which it was not reflecting in the
daily bulletin. The officials
claimed that the tenders were
already floated and the fresh ten-
ders would be allotted soon.
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Crucial space mlssmn'launch next week

On July 30, India's Isro in collaboratmn ;
could transform how we study earthquake
the landmark mission. By Sneha] Fernande

The Iaunch

The Nasa-Isro Synthetic
Aperture Radar satellite
launches at 5.40pm from
Sriharikota. It's the first
Joint Earth observation
mission between the US
and India, worth $1.2 billion
split equally between both
agencies. The 2,392-kilo-
gram satellite will orbit 743
kilometre above Earth,
scanning the entire planet
every 12 days with
centimetre-level precision

$12bn

Cost of the mission,
split roughly equally .
lweenNuunﬂsrn

2 392kg

Weightoflhe
satel'ﬂne s

Time the satellite
will take to scan the
earth with extreme
precision

Why this

predicts flooding.

Beyond disaster prediction, it wil!
track sea ice, detect ships, monitor
coastlines, and map water resources.
Farmers could use soil moisture data
to plan crops. Emergency responders
will get near real-time wamings.
Climate scientists will track ice sheet
collapse with unprecedented precision.

What happens
next’

o :
Msarun detm surface thaﬂge: as
small as one centimetre—ground
deformation before earthquakes,
melting ice sheets, soil muhture !hat

erica's Nasa wnll Iauhl:h Nisar — a unique radar satellite that
rack the-.l:limate : risis‘and respond fo dlsasters. A quick look at

Revolutmnary technology

“Two radar frequendes work together: Nasa's L-band tra
vegetation to monitor ecosystems, while Isros S-Eanl:le:rem:::
detailed surface measurements. Both use a massive 12-metre mesh
ntenna —the largest ever dep!wed in space.

The satellite

employs Sweep-

SAR technology

; for the first time,

e covering a

T 242-km-wide area
while seeing

= through clowds

and darkness.

surface 4

J;li'..l"

‘partnership was formed

After a 2007 US survey identified gapsin Earth

B WY Chib G

' “pbservation, Nasa searched for global pariners.
Talks with Germany, Canada, and Argentina went
nowhere. In 2011, Nasa approached lsro with the
concept. "India said this is exactly the kind of thing
we would like to do” Paul Rosen, Nisar project
Nisar will — scientist at JPL said at a press meet. The deal was
orbit 743km 4 sealed when Modi and Obama met in 2014.
above Earth i

After a 90-day commissioning period, NISAR If successful, this modal :nuld reslupo coopera- X m 3
will begin full operations, Fi First science images tion, potentially extending to lunar antl Mars mla]orl! PPl Y
arrive by day 65. All data will be freely The launch marks not Just a technological milestone, but R
avallame-l\lasa s through Alaska Satellite a new template for how nations can share tll!llli'i“ ] :
Facility, Isro's via India's Bhoonidhi platform. costs and benefits of space exploration. m—
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Begumpur
surrealism

Portrait of a major city
monument

Delhi is overloaded
with mammoth

PRIVATE
grounds. An excep
tional ground—argua-

CAPITAL : |2
bly the city's most pic-

turesque—mostly lies deserted.

It happens to be the sprawling
courtyard of a historic edifice. |
Begumpur Masjid is located in §

the village of the same name.
The village is in south Delhi,
very close to the IIT flyover. You
climb the mosque's steep stone
stairs, enter the gigantic gate- A
way, and... loand behold! A sky-
filled courtyard snaps outat the
unsuspecting visitor, silencing
one into awe,

Although larger grounds exist
in the city, this ground is unusu-
ally grand. Maybe because it lies
within a congested neighbour-
hood, making the open space
feel more singular. The ground |
additionally gives a suggestion . §
of hardiness and antiquity—
being flanked by massive stone
arcades, bruised by the stress of
centuries.

This overcast afternoon, the
air in the courtyard is trembling
with bird chatter, the birds
themselves invisible. While the
uneven stone floor is littered
with pigeon feathers, pebbles,
broken glass, beedi stubs, bottle
caps, and an uncommonly
graceful boulder. (The boulder B§
is exuding a secretive life of its
own, as if it were the cursed Ahalya of Ramayan,
waiting for the divine touch that would restore
her to human form.)

A significant souvenir of Delhi's Tughlak
period, Begumpur Masjid was the Jama Masjid
of its time.

The Friday congregation of praying Muslims
would assemble in this courtyard. No longer
used as a mosque, the 14th century
monument is today ringed by modern multisto-
ries. Indeed, at one point during this visit, the
rugged stone walls abruptly ring with a man's
laughter.

Somebody in one of these surrounding con-
cretes happened to chuckle. The innocent sound
bounced out of his window, falling directly into
the monument's empty vastness. The instant the
sound hit the stones, the private chuckle got

amplified into a resounding echo for all to hear.

The mosque is otherwise distinguished by the
plentifulness of its domes—more than 60. That
said, the defunct prayer hall makes a sad scenery
of dilapidation and loss. Parts of the domed ceil-
ing are missing,

The airy voids in the ceiling are enabling the
daylight to penetrate the solemn darkness of the
interiors. Consequently, a sense of irreversible
E[Ll:;grm:iugerﬁ iShatterect stones, mutilated

ry, and time existing lik
shaﬂma. De]hll's one livid h]:f ﬂmf:gﬂn -
more solemn specta i
stone arch. It standsphan;;eg;sd {I;;t;l ZI.? dju%mg
structure of modern-day bricks, T[l’::ple0 lgg
arch must have been on the verge .uf colla{;)se

rescued for now,
photo, The sight is super-surreal, see
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India needs $2.4 tn by 2050

for climate-resilient infra’

Soumya Chatterjee

jatters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Current municipal
spending is well below the invest-
ments needed for climate-resilient,
low-carbon intensive infrastruc-
ture in Indian cities, which face a
triple threat of flooding, water
scarcity, and heat, a World Bank
report released said on Tuesday.

The report titled ‘Towards

Resilient and Prosperous Cities in
India’ estimated a minimum
investment requirement of $2.4
trillion by 2050 under a conserva-
tive scenario of reaching 43%
urbanisation by then. In contrast,
India spends an average capital
investment of $10.6 billion per year
(from 2011 to 2018) in the urban
infrastructure sector, But impor-
tantly, even then, many Indian cit-
ies have not been able to spend
their capital budgets fully in recent
vears and need support in increas-
ing implementation capacity, the
report said.

While the costs are high, the
authors argued the benefits are
higher. The report estimated that
within 15 years, at least 60% of
existing cities can be covered by
urban flood risk mitigation meas-
ures with investments of about
- $150 billion. Similarly, implement-
ing heat mitigation actions across
Indian cities would increase GDP
by up to 0.4% and save up to
130,000 lives a year by 2050. These
data points are based on global
prejections and localised data
from 24 Indian cities such as
Chennai, Indore, New Delhi, Luc-
know, and Surat.

The exposure of urban popula-
tion to dangerous heat-level stress
has increased by 71% from 4.3 bil-
lion person-hours per year in1983-
1990 to 10,1 billion in 2010-2016 in
the country’s 10 largest cities, the
report said. If nothing changes,
heat-related deaths in Indian cities
will double by 2050 and 20% of

THE WORLD BANK
REPORT SAID MANY
INDIAN CITIES

HAVE NOT BEEN
ABLE TO SPEND
THEIR CAPITAL
BUDGETS FULLY

working hours in major cities
could come under high heat stress
conditions, it added.

“The imperative for India to
build resilient cities at scale is
clear. By investing in more green
and resilient urban development—
including housing, transport, and
municipal services—cities can bet-
ter mitigate extreme heat condi-
tons and urban floods, and con-
tinue to grow and create jobs,"
Auguste Tano Kouamé, World
Bank country director, said.

Lead authors Asmita Tiwari
and Natsuko Kikutake warned
that without remedial actions, the
urban pluvial or stormwater flood-
ing losses, which are currently
estimated at $4 billion per year,
are projected to rise to $5 billion by
2030, and between $14 and $30 bil-
lion by 2070.

Remedial opportunities
With over half of the new infra-
structure, buildings, and urban
services yet to be built for the 2050
scenario of 951 million (50% of
total population) residents from
the 2020 scenario of 480 million (a
third of total population) residents,
Indian cities have a huge opportu-
nity to plan for resilient urban
development and avoid large
future damages from climate and
disaster impacts, the authors
noted. The report estimated that
meen 2&:121 and 2070, over 144
on urban dwelling units will
be needed in Indla,]!:vn‘ér twice the
existing housing stock.
The authors advocated for addi-

tional and timely climate resil-
ience measures — such as risk
assessment, planning, and invest-
ing in resilient infrastructure and |
services, including early warning
systems — with a particular focus
on disaster-prone areas and vul-
nerable populations,

Key recommendations

The report stressed the need for a
dedicated programme of resilient
urban development in India, both
at state and Centre levels, includ-
ing a financing and implementa-
tion strategy.

“The investment programme
can also focus on enhancing insti-
tutional capacity and creating
incentives to foster collaboration
and cooperation among key stake-
holders,” it said. At the city level,

the report suggested a 10-point cli- |

mate action plan based on the
city'’s context, population, size, cli-
mate and disaster risk profile,
development trajectory, and
municipal government capacity.

“Enhancing municipal staff
numbers and skills will be essen-
tial for improving risk data collec-
tion and assessment, climate-in-
formed urban planning and bud-
geting, and execution.
Additionally, interjurisdictional
approaches need to be adjusted to
incentivise and support cities in
cooperating beyond their bounda-
ries on critical matters such as
flood management, which may
require a watershed basin, river
basin, or coastal management
approach,” itadded.

The authors further recom-
mended development of well-
planned, compact cities accompa-
nied by green areas to limit urban
sprawl and address the issue of
limited green space per capita. The
report also took note of the urgent
need for widespread private sector
involvement in urban infrastruc-
ture, with current contributions
limited to 5%.
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{ CLIMATE } UN SECRETARY-GENERAL ANTONIO GUTERRES SAY5

“‘End of fo

| Jayas_hree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

| NEW DELHI: Fossil fuels are on

the verge of “running out of the
road” and the world is on the
cusp of a new clean energy €ra,
Antonio Guterres, UN secretary-
general said on Tuesday in a

| special address. Guterres said

.| that this transition is being seen
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" in India among other leading

gconomies.
“Now, we are on the cusp of a
new era. Fossil fuels are run-

' ning out of road. The sun is ris-

ing in a clean energy age,”

| Guterres said in a special

address at the UN headquarters
in New York. He cited surging
clean energy investment and
plunging solar and wind costs
that now outcompete fossil
fuels.

He said this while calling on
all countries to upgrade their
nationally determined contribu-
tions (NDCs) ahead of COP30 in

“Brazil.

“Ahead of COP30 in Brazil

this November, they must sub-

i o
B
[} of

mit new plans. I invite leaders to
present their new NDCs at an
event I will host in September,
during General Assembly High-
level week. These must: Cover
all emissions, across the entire
economy. Align with the 1:5:C
limit, Integrate energy, climate
and sustainable development

priorities into one coherent

vision,” Guterres said while
stressing that they must also
deliver on global promises: t0
double energy efficiency and tri-
ple renewables capacity by
2030:; to accelerate the transi-
tion away from fossil fuels.
“These plans must be backed
by long-term roadmaps for a
just transition to net-zero
energy systems — in line with
global net-zero by 2050. And
they must be underpinned by
policies that show that the clean
energy future is not just inevita-
ble — but investable,” he said.
He said there are three rea-
sons why he believes the fossil
fuel era will end soon — 1. mar-
ket economics; 2. renewables
providing energy security and 3.

ssil fuel era is near’

easy access. "For decades, emis-
sions and economic growth rose
together. No more. In many
advanced econormnies, emissions
have peaked, but growth contin-
ues. In 2023 alone, clean energy
sectors drove 10% of global GDP
growth. In India, 5%. The United
States, 6%. China — a leader in
the energy transition — 20%.
And in the European Union,
nearly 33%. And clean energy
sector jobs now outnumber fos-

sil fuel jobs —employing aimost | -

35 million people worldwide,”
he said.

Even Texas — the heart of the |

American fossil fuel industry —
now leads the US in renewables.
Why? Because it makes eco-
nomic sense, Guterres stressed
while cautioning that fossil

fuels still enjoy a 9 to 1 advan-

tage in consumption subsidies
globally — a clear market dis-
tortion. Guterres asked coun-

tries to follow the money — $2

trillion went into clean energy
last year — that's $800 billion
more than fossil fuels, and up
almost 70% in ten years.




No fertiliser shortage: Rana

CHANDIGARH, JULY 22
Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare Minister Shyam
Singh Rana has denied
reports suggesting ashortage
of fertilisers in the state.
Responding to a media
report, he clarified the figures
cited pertained to the rabi
season, not the current kharif
season. ‘“The state govern-
ment, with support from the
Union Ministry of Chemicals
and Fertilisers, has ensured

timely and adequate supply .
of fertihisers,” he said.

As per data, Haryana
requires 10.07 lakh metric
tonnes of urea for kharif 2025,
From April 1 to July 19, the esti-
mated demand was 5.91 lakh
metric tonnes, while 8.54 lakh
metric tonnes were supplied.
Of this, 7.5 lakh metric tonnes
have been sold, with 1.04 lakh
metric tonnes currently in
stock and another 16,307 met-
ric tonnes en route. — TINS




Game-changer:

Al drives the

future ot agri iculture at PAU

MANAV MANDER

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

LUDHIANA, JULY 22
Punjab Agricultural Univer-
sity (PAU) has taken a deci-
sive step towards intelligent
agriculture with the launch
of Al-powered machines
aimed at reducing labour
' dependence, increasing
field efficiency and conserv-
ing vital resources.

Leading this effort is the
PAU’s newly developed
autonomous tractor
equipped with a GNSS-based
auto-steering system, fol-
lowed by a remote-controlled
two-wheel paddy trans-
planter, and ongoing trials of
IoT:based precision irrigation
systems in Sangrur.

The newly unveiled Al-
powered auto-steering trac-
tor is capable of navigating
farms, executing field oper-
ations, and correcting align-
ment — all without human
input. It is a satellite-guid-
ed, computer-assisted tool
designed to automate steer-
ing during tractor opera-
tions. By combining signals
from multiple satellite con-
stellations with sensors and
a touchscreen control con-
sole, the system guides

U's newly unveiled dnver-l tr'*ac-tbr' . Pﬂofo; HIMANSHU MAHAJAN

tractors along accurate, pre-
defined paths.

Key components of the
system include a GNSS
receiver for accurate posi-
tioning, a wheel angle sen-
sor to track steering move-

ment and a motorised

steering unit. The ISOBUS-
compliant console allows for
advanced features such as
auto headland turns, skip-
row functionality and cus-

tom turn patterns. The oper-

ator can switch between
manual and automatic
modes with a single button.
“Once a farmer keys in
the field parameters, the
system takes charge —
steering, tilling, seeding —
with minimal error. It

reduces fatigue, wastage,
and dependence on labour,”
said PAU Vice-Chancellor
Dr Satbir Singh Gosal.
Trials by the PAU’s Col-
lege of Agricultural Engi-
neering and Technology
show a 40% reduction in
labour requirements, an
85% drop in operator
fatigue and up to 12% boost
in field capacity. “This is the
kind of shift our rural work-
force deserves. Less physi-
cal strain, more precision
and far fewer chances of

 wasted inputs. This system

is developed by an Ameri-
can company and can be
installed on new or old trac-
tor at the cost of Rs 3.5
lakh,” said Dr Gosal.
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Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare
& Food Processing Minister, Punjab

S. Gurmeet Singh Khuddian

shall inaugurate

1" CONCLAVE ON
PMFME SCHEME

July 24, 2025 at 11:00 AM

Venue: PAL Auditorium,
Punjab Agricultural University,
Ludhiana

s Scheme Achievements N

s Subsidy of Rs. 240 Cr. sanctioned to 2835
* Individual Enterprises.

s Seed Capital of Rs. 4 Cr. approved to 1300 Self

Help Group members.

= Rs. 91 lacs approved to 4 common

_infrastructures.

Rs. 3.45 Cr. approved for a Common

Incubation Centre.

Let us all attend this conclave and
avail benefits of PMEME Scheme.

PUNJAB AGRO DEPARTMENT OF

INDUSTRIES CORPORATION | FOOD PROCESSING
State Nodal Agency - | state Nodal Department

© 0172:2650107 @wwwpmfma.pun]aham.zw in
') PMFME-Punjab- 102507738766078 0 ucmmnsmmpansocsxm

Email: foodprocasslng.agm@pun}ab.gomin
@ PmfmePunjab (® pmfme_punjab/
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Dhankharnotnewto controversy,had -

questioned govtamid

why the Delhi Police (who are :

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JULY 22
Known to speak his mind, for-

mer Vice-President Jagdeep

Dhankhar had openly batted
for the agitating farmers in
December 2024 and advised
the Centre to consider their
statutory MSP demand.
Besides, the former VE at
least on five occasions in the
recent past, publicly ques-
tioned the absence ofan FIR in
the case involving the recovery
of charred currency notes from
the residence of Justice Yash-
want Varma. He alsowondered

under the Home Ministry) was
not registering a case despite
the occurrence of a crime.
Earlier, as the VB, Dhankhar
accused the higher judiciary of
acting as super Parliament and
said the Constitution did not
conceive of a power higher

_ than Parliament.

Dhankhar’s strongest com-
ments by far, however, came on
the issue of farmers. On
December 3 last, he took on the
government for not speaking
to protesting farmers and said a
nation that tests the patience of
farmers pays a heavy price.

farmers protests

Invoking Punjab’s Jagjit
Singh Dallewal on fast unto

‘death at the time, he asked the

Centre not to take a nNarrow
view of farmer agitations.

Speaking at the ICAR, in the
presence of Agriculture Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan, he
said, “Agriculture Minister, sir, I
request you to please tell me,
was any promise made to the
farmers, and why has it not
been fulfilled? What are we
doing to fulfil the promise?
There was an agitation last
year, and there is one this year
aswell, and time s passing, but
we are doing nothing.”




CAIRO/GAZA JULY 22

A speweek-0ld infant wag
among 33 people who have
died of starvation in Gaza in
the past 48 hours, local health
officials said, with malnutri-
tion now killing Palestinians
faster than at any point in the
21-month war,

1K Killed seeking food since May: UN | 6 lakh suffer

The infant died at a hospital .

ward in northern Gaza, the
health officials said, naming
him as Yousef al-Safadi. Three
of the others were also children,
mcluding 13-year-old Abdul-
hamid al-Ghalban, who died in
a hospital in the southern city
of Khan Younis. The other two
children were not named.
Palestinian health officials
say at least 101 people have
died of hunger during the con-
flict, inchading 80 children, with
most of them in recent weeks.
Israel cohtrols all aid supplies
into the war-ravaged enclave,
where most of the population
has been displaced multiple
times and faces acute short-

———
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unger crisisworsens

ey

A child waits to receive food from a charity kitchen in Gaza. reuTers

7

ages of basic necessities.

The head of the UN Pales-
tinian refugee agency said on
Tuesday that its staff, as well
as doctors and humanitarian
workers, were fainting on
duty in Gaza due to hunger
and exhaustion. i

There has been internation-
al condemnation of mass
killings of civilians and dire
shortages of aid in Gaza, but
no action that has yet stopped

the conflict, or significantly
increased supplies.

More than 1,000 Palestinians
have been killed since May

while trying to get food in the *

Gaza Strip, mostly in the vicin-
ity of aid sites run by an Israeli-
backed American contractor,
the United Nations human
rights office said. ;
Desperation is mounting in

~the territory of more than 2

million, which experts say is

, least

ingfrdm malnutrition

at risk of famine because of
Israel's blockade. _

European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen said on Tuesday. that
images of civilians killed dur-
ing the distribution of aid
were “unbearable” and urged
Israel to deliver on pledges to
improve the situation, but did
not say what action European
countries would take.

Israel’s military has denied
accusations it is preventing aid
from reaching Gaza.

“Hospitals are already over-
whelmed by the number of
casualties from gunfire. They
can’t provide much more help
for hunger-related symptoms
because of food and medicine
shortages,” said Khalil al-
Degran, a spokesperson for
the health ministry.

Deqran said some 6,00,000
people were suffering from
malnutrition, including at
60,000 -~ pregnant
women. — Agencies
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Who are
India’s
governors?

¥ O SVERS. S
Who gets to be a governor in Indi
done before reaching that positio?n:f.’wml-lea;r::;e i
professions more common among governors than
others? Do certain social or religious groups get
apqqmted more often, and does this vary by
political part’y? Are some states more frequently
represented in these appointments? The first part
of this series introduced HT’s new database on
governors and discussed summary findings about
their appointments across different
Fentral governments and states. The second looks
into these questions to understand the patterns
behind gubernatorial selections -who they are,
?vhere they come from, and how political parties
influence these choices. ehe
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Over half the goverhﬁfs
have been politicians

496 out of the 843 governors in India have been
politicians, which means they have been associated
with a political party. Bureaucrats, judges and armed
forces personnel account for another 38% of all
governors appointed so far. Persons who were either a
bureaucrat, judge or armed forces officer but joined a
political party before being appointed a governor have
been counted as a politician in the dataset. In terms of
previous offices held before becoming governor, 84
have been chief ministers, 162 have had been a part of
the union council of ministers, one, a former Chief
Justice of India, 22, former chiefs of army,r‘navwalir
force. 7. former Governor of RBI, 16, former Cabinet
Secretaries, 24, former Home Secretaries, and13,
former Commissioner of Police in Delhi and a simnilar
number of former Directors of Intelligence Bureau.

Number of governors with different
primary vocations
500 —

Politician IAS/IPS/ICS| Judge  Defence  Others
| ! Officer
Prime vocation here is the occupation/profession of the govemars
fou the jongest tume before thew gubematorial appointments.
Source. HT State Governors in India Dutabase
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Only 4.5% of governors

sk el anivat et
T

¥ India's governorshave -

havebeenwomen,
68% are Hindu upper caste

Only 38 of India’s 843 governors have been women.
The share of women in the database is lower than
their share in the council of ministers and almost
similar to their share in the ch ief ministers
database. When it comes to the religious and caste
background of governors, they are overwhelmingly
Hindu and rarely belong to either Other Backwards
Classes (OBCs) or Scheduled Caste (SC) and
Scheduled Tribe (ST) groups. What is remarkable
about the social composition of governors is that
even OBCs have not been able to increase their share
over time. To be sure, the share of Hindu OBCs, 5C,
and ST governors is the highest in the 2017-2025
period compared to the preceding decades, But the
share of the Sikh, Christian, and Muslim governors
in this period is lower than in any preceding decade.

share of different socio-religious
groups in the databse (%)

0BC - 9.25 - : &

2 -S'Fkh- .4.03 :
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" sunsc |036
e [026

Foviies Ta 38

source: HT State Governars in india Database

iticians dominate guv
Pol . aleg appointed under the rule of different
appointments under parties at the centre (%)
both BJP and Congress H Politician 18 IAS/IPS/ICS I Defence Officer
; ; @Judge [ Others
Of the 843 governors appointed since independence, )
755 assumed office when either the Congress or the 100 -
BJP was in power at the Centre. The Congress made 511
appointments, while the BJP made 244. Among the 80
BJP appointees, 159 or 65.2% were politicians, while
18% came from bureaucratic or police backgrounds. “—
Under the Congress, 281 appointees (55%) were
politicians, followed by a significant share of 25% of
former bureaucrats and police officers. The propor- 40 -
tion of defence personnel remained nearly the same
under both parties: 6.6% during the BJP's rule and 10
6.3% under the Congress. These trends indicate that,
while both es hav;: heavily reliedg]n peopi-_le from .
pnlitic.a] backgrounds for gubernatorial appo ntments, BIPand | Co i ] :
the BJP has done so more ‘markedly than the Congress. NDA ngress | Ja[l;;'la | Janata | l}rrfr:td
This s the second in a three-part data journalism series based on HT's Governors In India database. Th ot s upa oA
\ment patterns under various presidents and prime ministers, The third “P]:mﬂ;:t part mﬂﬂﬂ; A

' odology and appoin
g u-ar::nl.:foers and shifts in appointment age.
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Almost one-third of

come from just three states

Of the total 843 governors appointed since
independence, 151, around 18% of the total, have

hailed from Uttar Pradesh alone. This makes it the
single largest source of gubernatorial appoint-
ments. Punjab comes next with 78 governors,
followed closely by Maharashtra with 65, These
three states, along with Andhra Pradesh, Bihar
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Delhi, and
Madhya Pradesh, account for nearly three-fourths
of all appointments made so far. I contrast,
representation from several northeastern and
smaller states has remained negligible. Only one
governor each has come from Arunachal Pradesh
and Tripura, while Puducherry and Meghalaya
have contributed just two each. This highlights a
sharp regional skew in the appointment patterns.

Number of governors appointed from

different states
 Uttar Pradesh O T R A T |
O __F'unja_h__#?‘-ﬂ % Pt
~ Maharashtra IR 65
__Andhra Pradesh_ RN
T i i Bar I 53
~ Tamil Nody RS0 FERTE
~ 7 Kamatake EENSEEEENNAS RS
Rajasthan DESENEENEN AL
 Delhi EENENEEEA
" Madhya Pradesh ENNERNMENNA0
 Kerala WENNN3T
 WestBengal NNENNM32 . — ——
T Guaret EEEEN2 : ik
" Haryana EENM2S 0 —
Odisha SN 22 VUL e e L
~ Assam R4 T L e £ 0
Jammy and Kashmir WNE12
~ MNagaland W7 . P
"~ Telngana M7
~Chandigeh M6
T harkhend W7 o i
~_ Uttarakhand @5 e et it
“Himachal Pradesh B4 RTINS e
~ Chhattisgarh #3 ] A
o oo iGhg B 5 e
T Meghalaya 12
" Puducherry 82 - . R
AmunachalPradesh @ .
Tpura I8 Source: HT State Governors in India Database
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Primary vocation of the governors




- Singapore passport stays most powerful

The Henley Passport Index has ranked the Singapore- 4 ° What is the rankmg.

an passport as the world's most powerful forathird M . ﬂ.“.f' I;'e?gs?:t?nsd :t ank:M ——
year. The southeast Asian nation’s passport has been i LS rat e o o param ity He ey
ranked No 1for five of the index’s last seven editions Al 3 i s data frou e

International Air Transport Association.
Top 10 passports of the world

ki, The index gauges the relationship between a country's
b openness to foreigners — how many nations it allows to
B, cross its borders visa-free — and its own citizens’ travel
- The United States slid three places to 10th and the UK slid to sixth, a position
| itlast held in 2017. Both the UK and the US jointly held 1st place on the index
- nearly 10 years ago in 2014 but have been on a downward trajectory since.  gEEss

freedom. The Index ranks 199 countries, according to the
number of nationalities they permit entry to without a
= rior visa or
e or with one on arrival,

D e | ple O Geath HOW INDIA FARED
i o o e Segh ook Lvia India jumped seven places on the ranking,
' South Korea Luxembourg Czechia S Slovakia . In 2006, when the index was first started,
Denma!-k__ Netherlands Hungary Slovenia ' mlra '::'n'l:e; ::'s; :rﬂtlﬁehighest it's

ranking has increased every
etlthnﬂnmm!. 2

Ireland f | €&p
Italy é New Zealand UAE
Spain Swltzerland
Bottom 10 passport.«.
| Afghanistan made up the bottom of the index, with a score of just 27. it was followed closely WSS
1 by Syria, Irag, Yemen, Somalia, Pakistan Why has India sco red poorly? Ll
| I - Indians need a visa to enter 167 travel destinations across the globe, i ng the
' ::I!u?i'lnsg:dan @ :::;::in::: ::::I % s?ﬂq a EU, Japan and Russla. These curbs on mobility h:\re led to India's poor score.

*; Sri Lanka Palestinlan Somalia
Territory :

:l ran Eritrea % Pakistan P Afghanistan
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Shimla apple growers await
opening of collection centres

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JULY 23
The apple season has picked
up pace in the lower areas of
the state but the government
is yet to issue a notification
for the opening of collection
centres for the culled apple
under the Market Interven-
tion Scheme (MIS). The gov-
ernment procures culled
apple from growers at a
fixed price through the
Himachal Pradesh Horticul-
ture Produce Marketing and
Processing ... .. Corporation
(HPMC) and Himfed. -
“The harvesting season is
in full swing in Shimla and
Mandi districts. The state
government is yet t0 open
collection centres in lower

areas. Due to the delay in
the opening of collection
centres this year, the apple
growers of Shimla and Man-
di are facing significant dif-
ficulties in selling under-
sized and hail-damaged
apple,” said Ajay Thakur, a
resident of Narain village in
Theog of Shimla district.
“This time there’s -a lot of
hailed apple. In the absence
of MIS collection centres, we
don’t know what to do with

the hailed and undersized
apple,” he added. Normally,

centres is issued by July 15
and the procurement of
apple in lower belts start
around July 20.

HPMC General Manager
Sunny Sharma said that the

centres, wherever required,
would be opened by the
month end. “We have, in
fact, already opened a cou-
ple of centres and will open
other centres in phases
based on the demand in
that area,” he added.
Harish Chauhan, conven-
er of the Sanyukt Kisan
Manch, said that they had
brought the delay in the
opening of the collection
centres to the notice of Hor-

ticulture Minister Jagat
Singh Negi, who assured

the notification for opening. .;them that the centres would
- be opened shortly. “We are

hoping that the notification
for the opening of the cen-
tres will be issued after a
Cabinet meeting a couple of
days later,” he added.

+



Over23%kidsin 0-5 age group stunted in state

3.83% wasted, 7.85% underweight | Malnutrltlon rate htgheSt in neighbouring states

TRINONE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JULY 23
Children in the 05 age
ETOUR in Haryana have
reported a higher rate of
stunting (low height-for-
age) and wasting (low
weight-for-height)  com-
pared to their neighbouring
states, including Punjab,
J&K, Himachal Pradesh,
and Ladakh. Additionally, a
higher percentage of chil-
dren are also classified as
underweight (having a low
weight for their age).
Stunting, wasting, and
underweight are indicators
of malnutrition. According
to data shared by the Minis-
ter of State for Women and
Child Development, Savitri
Thakur — in response to a
question from MP Saket
Gokhale in the Rajya Sabha
today — Haryana recorded
23.41% stunted children,
3.83% wasted, and T.85%
underweight children in
the 0-5 years age group.
The data has been collected
from the ‘Poshan Tracker’
and pertains to June 2025.
Punjab recorded 17.14%
stunted children, 2.95%
wasted, and 5.12% under-
weight; Himachal 19.68%
stunted children, 2.41%
wasted, and 6.88% under-

Data shared by
Minister of State for
Women and Child

Development in
Rajya Sabha

| WP

STUNTED CHILDREN |
IN PERCENTAGE

HARYANA 23.41%
22.27%
19.68%

CHANDIGARH

17.14%

PUNIJAB

JBK 15.94%

LADAKH 12.28%

{*Pushan Tracker' dafa, as of June 2025)

Representational photo

MIGRANT INFLUX A FACTOR

& Due to an increase in urbanisation in the state the
influx of migrants has also increased. They are unable to
access government intervention programmes, It is one
of the biggest reasons for high malnutrition in the state.
~ Prof Aswini Kumar Nanda, Wea i iconoust

INDICATORS OF |
UNDERNUTRITION |

B Stunting referstoa
child's low height for
their age, indicating
chronic undemutrition |

HWasting indicates
low weight for height, |
suggesting acute or
severe malnutrition |

Underweight means |
a child's weight is low |
for their age, reflect-
ing a combination of
both chronic and
acute undernutrition

®These measures are
important for assessing
the nutritional status of
children and identifying
those at risk of poor
health outcomes

weight; J&K 15.94% stunt-
ed children, 1.55% wasted,
and 4.05% underweight;
Ladakh 12.28% stunted
children, 0.25% wasted, and
1.98% underweight.
Chandigarh *had a lower
rate of stunted children
(22.27%) than Haryana, but
recorded a higher rate in
wasted (5.34%) and under-
weight children (14.694%).
The ‘Poshan Tracker’
facilitates monitoring and

tracking of all Anganwadi
Centres (AWCs), anganwa-
di workers (AWWs), and
beneficiaries on defined
indicators. The tracker is
being leveraged for the
dynamic identification of
stunting, wasting, and
underweight prevalence
among children. It has
facilitated near real-time
data collection for angan-
wadi services, including
daily attendance, provi-

sion of Hot Cooked Meal
(HCM)/Take Home Ration
(THR—not raw ration),
growth measurement, ete.,
said the minister in
response to another ques-
tion from MP Sunetra Ajit
Pawar,

“Nutritional status among
migrants coming from
neighbouring states in
Haryana is lower. They are
poor. Due to an increase In
urbanisation in the state,

the influx of migrantis has
also increased. They are
also unable to access gov-
ernment intervention pro-
grammes for various rea-
sons. It 15 one of the biggest
reasons for high malnutri-
tion in the state,” said
Health Economist Prof
Aswini Kumar Nanda, who
works as Dean, School of
Humanities and Social Sci-
ences, Central University of
Jammu.

Neonatal mortality

The Neonatal Mortality Rate
is the number of infant
deaths of less than 29 days
old in a year per 1,000 live
hirths. The minister
informed that as perthe Sam-
ple Registration System
(SRS) Report-2022 (based on
three years, 2020-22) of the
Registrar General of India,
the neonatal mortality rate in
Haryana was 18, while Pun-
jab (12), HP (12), and J&K (10)
had a lower rate, Kerala had
the lowest rate at five, while
Madhya Pradesh recorded
the highest at 29,

" Early childhood mortality

The Under Five Mortality
Rate (UsMR) indicates the
probability of a child dying
before their fifth birthday,
expressed as the number of
deaths per 1,000 live births.
The minister said according
to the Sample Registration
System report, the USMR in
Haryana was 31, implying
that of every 1,000 Live births,
31 children died before
reaching the age of five.

HP (22), J&K (17), and
Punjab (19) had recorded
lower rates. The USMR
ranged from nine in Ker-
ala — the lowest — 1o 47
in Madhya Pradesh —
the highest.
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(Gazais starving
Hunger crisis demands more than words

- ‘”%I—HRTYTHREE more lives have been lost to
"hunger in Gaza in just two days, taking the
toll to 101 by Tuesday. Among the dead is a
. six-week-old infant —a tragic symbol of awar
w% that now kills not just through bombs but also
by the withholding of bread. Gaza is dying from deliber-
ate deprivation. The reports are gut-wrenching. L
~ are fainting from hunger and 1aust10n A.ld workers
are detained. More than 100 humanitarian organisations
have sounded alarms over “mass starvation.” The World
Food Programme confirms that many families go days
without eating. The WHO warns that famine is no longer
arisk; it is already here, and worsening by the hour. Yet,
the blockade continues, choking the already devastated
enclave of nearly two million Palestinians.

This is not just a humanitarian catastrophe. It is a
moral collapse. Starvation as a weapon is a war crime
under international law. Despite mounting evidence of
systematic obstruction of aid, accountability remains
absent. The suffering is visible: children with skeletal
frames and bloated bellies. UN distribution points have
become “sadistic death traps” under sniper fire. Reports
say over 1,000 civilians have died while queuing for food

. since May. Amnesty, Human Rights Watch, and UN fact-
finding missions now assert that Israel’s actions may
amount to genocide. Still, the siege continues.

Israel must open all crossings immediately and
allow unfettered access to aid. All humanitarian oper-
ations must be channelled through credible, neutral
agencies — not militarised distribution hubs. Donor
nations must go beyond words and enforce conse-
quences: sanctions, diplomatic pressure and interna-
tional accountability. To allow Gaza to starve is to
abandon the very idea of shared humanity. The
silence or hesitation of powerful nations is complicity
by default. Each withheld food convoy is a choice. The
world must act, not just condemn.
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~ Groupsflag starvauon in Gaza strikeskill 21

JERUSALEM, JULY 23
Israeli strikes in Gaza killed
at least 21 people late Tues-
day and early Wednesday.
More than half of those killed
were women and children,
health authorities said.
Desperation is mounting in
the Palestinian territory of
more than 2 million, which
experts say is at risk of famine
because of Israel’s blockade
and nearly two-year offensive,
A breakdown of law and order
has led to widespread looting
and contributed to chaos and
violence around aid deliveries.
More than 1,000 Palestinians

~ have been killed by Israeli
umﬂmmymetﬁ%!ﬁy

Palestinians gather to receive food in Gaza. reuTeRs FiLE

getfood inthe Gaza Strip,most-  More than 100 human rights
lynearaldmtesnmbymmner groups and charities signed a

Jemwbhshed Wednesday

1cancon1ractox;theUNhuman
mghtsofﬁoesaid esday:”

and warning of grim condi-
tions causing starvation,
Meanwhile, Israels Presi-
dent Isaac Herzog visited the
Gaza strip on Wednesday and
told soldiers that there were
“intensive negotiations” about
I‘etttmmgthehnstagesm(}aza,
adding that he hopes that they
will soon "hear good news".
Hamas had handed its
response on the ceasefire pro-
posal to mediators, a Palestin-
ian official close to the talks
told Reuters on Wednesday:.
The Trump administration's

_West Asia envoy Steve Witkoff

was meanwhile set fomeet with
a SEIuor Israelz Qﬂima] about





{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

