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PM DHAN-DHAANYA KRISHI YOJANA

> Scheme to develop
100 agri districts
across country gets
Cabinet go-ahead

36 existing schemes with an annual

outlay of Rs 24,000 cr to be converged

e R

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 16

THE UNION Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the ‘Prime
Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi
Yojana’ (PMDDKY), which envis-
ages developmentof 100 agricul-
tural districts through the conver-
gence of existing schemes withan
annual outlay of
Rs 24,000 crore per year,
“The scheme will be imple-
mented through convergence of
36 existing schemes across 11 de-

: partments other State schemes.

~and local partnerships with the -

private sector,” said an official
statementissued after the Cabinet
meeting,

At a briefing on the Cabinet's
decisions, Information and
Brnadcastmg Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the scheme would

Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw briefs media on
the Cabinet decisions. AN]

be Implemented for six years be-
ginning from 2025-26.“A master

planwill be prepared for each dis-

- trict. Itwillinclude agricultureand

otherallied activities '*Valshnaw _
said. He said the scheme would
benefit about 1.7 crore farmers.
The scheme was first an-
nounced by Finance Minister
Nirmala SlthamnunmherBudget
speech earlier this year.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2



' Agri districts

! : t the government
| ﬁ?ﬁg’tﬁdwu%e success of
" the aspirational districts pro-
| oramme”, she had sau_i t_he
Sgd]mmuadcwer"w(}dlsmm
. with low productivity, moderate
 copintensityand below-average
* credit parameters”. Cropping in-
. tensity is ameasure of how effi-
' Genttylandis used — the number
| of crops grown in the area in an
- agricultural year (July-June).
:: “One hundred districts will be
" identified based on three key in-
-~ dicators of low productivity, low
- croppingintensity,and less credit
. disbursement. The number of dis-
. trictsineach state/ Union Territory
: will be based on the share of net
. cropped area and operational

- holdings. However,a minimum of

one district will be selected from
each state,” the official statement
said on Wednesday.

“The scheme aims toenhance
agricultural productivity, increase
adoption of crop diversification
and sustainable agricultural prac-
tices, augment post-harvest stor-
age at the panchayat and block
levels,improve irrigation facilities
and facilitate availability of long-
term and short-term credit,” it
said.

According to the statement,
committees will be formed at the
district, state and national levels
for effective planning, implemen-
tation and monitoring of the
scheme. Central nodal officers will
be appointed for field visits, re-
view and monitoring,

Adistrict agriculture and allied

activities plan will be finalised by

the District Dhan Dhaanya Samiti,
which will be headed by the dis-
trictcollectorand include progres-
sive farmers as members. “The
district plans will be aligned to the
national goals of crop diversifica-
tion, conservation of water and
soil health, self-sufficiency in agri-
culture and allied sectors as well
as expansion of natural and or-
ganic farming,” the statement
said.

In addition, Central and State
agriculture universities will be as-
signed each district as technical
knowledge partner.

Theschemeisdesigned onthe
lines of the 'Aspirational Districts
Programme' thatwas launched by
Prime Minister NarendraModiin
January 2018 in 112 most under-
developed districts across the
country.

In PMDDKY too, the Dha.-
Dhaanya districts will be ranked
based on their performance. A
portal/ dashboard will be devel-
oped to monitor the progress of
the schemeineachdistricton 117
key performance indicators on 3
monthly basis, said the statement.

“As the targeted outcomes in
these 100 districts will improve,
the overall average against key
performance indicators will rise
for the country. The scheme will
resultin higher productivity, value
addition in agriculture and allied
sector, local livelihood creation
and hence increase domestic pro-
duction and achieve self-reliance
(Atmanirbhar Bharat). As the in-

" dicators of these 100 districts im-

prove, the national indicators will
automatically show an upward
trajectory,” it said.
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INDIAN FOREIGN POLICY is in a deep
morass thatis often difficuit to see. Our .
per-nationalism prevents us asking tough
questions. The daily newscycle is caught i
tactical matters or image management for
the government. Behind our failures Jjes 5
refusal of true realism, or a genuine con-
frontation with our predicament. )
This refusal of realism is manifest in oyr
diplomacy. The former foreign sec retary,
JagatMehta, often used tosay at the Centre
for Policy Research that the first exercise in
approaching the world in any given sitya-
tion should be to abstract out Proper names,
including that of your country, so that you
are more ruthlessly objective about your
task. Try and imagine how you appear to
your toughest adversaries on the outside.
India is rightly concerned, and is some-
what shocked, that it lost the diplomatic
high ground after Operation Sindoor. We
got boilerplate costless condemnations of
terrorism, but also felt that no one stands
with us. It was fascinating to contrast the
breathless self-proclaimed triumphs of the
parliamentary delegations and our govern-
ment with what other countries from the
CGlobal Nerth and South were actually say-
ing, behind our backs, as it were. We can
blame other countries’ self-interest and
theiranti-India disposition for the failure to
politically capitalise on Operation Sindoor.
But we were so besotted with our sense of
our case that we did not honestly confront
how the case might appear to others.

The rest of the world may be mistaken.
These days, no country has much of a moral
leg to stand on. But itis worth asking why the
moral distinction between India and
Pakistan was diplomatically much harder to
convey than we thought. There are four rea-
sons. | have no idea what we might actually

be doing in Balochistan. But there is little
doubt that our security establishment brags,
sotto m.ahuutush\gﬂnmcriﬂs_

ﬁm?&ﬁmh\d@mmmww..;

muddy the'waters about the use of proxies,
and targeting on the basis of religion.

The vielence in Balochistan and
Kashmir, for the rest of the world, gets con.-
nected, in a chain of associations. In the
backdrop of the fact that we have agoyerp.

[
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India’s foreign policy reflects arefusal of true realism. It
shies away from a confrontation with our predicament

One ought to feel sorry for
the able diplomats of the
MEA. Their political and
national security masters
have made their job more
difficult even before they
havebegun. So, India’s
moral claims now invite a
long ‘meh’ at worst. And
since gy foreign policy
estabfjishment is easily
satizped with the
meaningless communigue
that makes the evening
headline, that is at best

what we B¢t

ment that does not exactly have a stellar
reputation on moral condemnation of tar-
geting people on account of their religion, it
makes it easy for the world to say that these
horrendous killings are, as one diplomat
once put it, “one of those periodic South
Asian things”, This is condescending, but
we invited it.

Second, we are missing the point on anx-
ieties on the nuclear front. Both sides may
be right in thinking that, in principle, they
can control an escalatory ladder. But focus
on rational control of escalatory ladders does
not address genuine worries about acci-
dents. In the minds of India and Pakistan,
this may be a controlled operation. But any
confrontation between nuclear powers is
risky. When Donald Trump brags about pre-
venting nuclear war, listen to the underly-
ing concern, not the surface drama or his
put-down of Narendra Modi. He is in effect
saying that even the smallest step to war
makes India and Pakistan a problem for the
restof the world. Pakistan has no diplomatic
high ground to lose, But war will always
make India lose its moral high ground, War
makes India a problem for the world,

Third, wasn'tita matterof prideamong .

ourdiplomats to say to Europe and the rest
of the world that Ukraine was their prob-
lem? If the gobbling up of a whole sgver-
eign nation is “their problem”, not a matter
of principle, guess what? Terrorism is also
not “their” problem. What is their problem
is the risk of nuclear accidents. And finally,
India's absolute loss of credibility in the
Global South. A country that cannot so
much as morally squeak on what is now al-
most universally acknowledged as an on-
going genocide in Gaza, obsessing over ter-
rorism adds narcissism to the charge of
moral abdication, Add to this the fact that
we botched our credibility as a state on
meaningless operations allegedly targeting
useless Khalistan activists in Canada and
the US. Further add to this the fact that not
allowing an'open domestic di even
on the bare facts of the war furthers our
credibility crisis. Even our truths become
less credible.

One ought to feel sorry for the able diplo-
mats of the MEA. Their political and national

security masters have made their job more
difficult even before they have begun. So,
India’s moral claims now invite a long “meh”
atworst. And since our foreign policy estab-
lishment is easily satiated with the mean-
ingless communique that makes the
evening headline, that is at best what we get.
The other disposition impeding clear
thinking is our approach to realism. The cur-
rent dispensation’s interpretation of real-
ism is not actual realism about the state of
the world: It is a simple inversion of some
perceived past of Indian foreign policy. This
supposed realism, with its fantasies of tran-
scending India's South Asian context, has
led to such a spectacular misreading of the
neighbourhood that we have lost much of
the neighbourhood. This is a realism that
thought that the excessive courting of
America was a sign of machismo. America
isimportant to India. India’s political econ-
omy might yet save India from selling the
entire store to the US, But one of the deep-
est ironies in the recent excessive cravin 4
for validation from the US is that the pro-
America lobby has never had confidence
about building India’s own strengths.
Itportrayed domestic defeatism as a form
of strength. It is not inwise to try and cut
workable deals with the Trump administra-
tion. But to think these deals will be o sal-
vation, or that they will miraculously be a
catalyst for domestic reform, make us sei
against China, enhance our global moral
standing, allow us to sort outour problems in
the neighbourhood, is sheer fantasy. And it
prevents s from seeing what the American
project is: A project of global dominamce.
Resisting it will require a different tool kit.
A senior Chinese communist once said
that régimes sometimes have to lie to the
people, sometimes control information and
produce propaganda. But then he added: |
“While it might be necessary for leadﬁ':n tt:
sometimes lie to the people, itis impo! .
they do not lie to themselves.~ Our lack of

* realisrm comes from the fact that ourestabs

lishment has come to believe the lies itis
trying to tell the people.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express
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ECONOMICS |

(EXPLAINED |

China’s GDP growth data

Why have the data released this week surprised global analysts for the second time in two quarters?
What domestic and external challenges does China’s economy face, and how has it managed them?

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 16

CHINA'S GDPgrew 52%in the second quarter
{April-June) of 2025, according to official fig-
ures released on Tuesday. This me.msﬂmatde—
spite the high tariffs imposed by United States
HtsidentDumidTrump.thevalueof&e_eco—
nomic output (that is, all goods and services)
inside China during the second quarter of 2025

_ingthe same quarter of 2024(Chart 1),

. .
omy grew even faster, at 54% on an annu-

alised basis. Market estimates had pegged its
second-quarter GDP growth atabout 4.5%,
At this rate, China looks set toachieve its
annual growth target of “around 5%".
However, most analysts outside the country
still expect China’s growth to slow dewn in
the second half of the year.

China's economic challenge...
For three decades, China's economy grew
atan explosive pace on the back of a historic
manufacturing boom thatallowed it tocap-
ture an ever increasing share of global ex-
ports. Within the country, there was a mas-
siveexpansion of physical infrastructure. This
dependence on exports (on the external
front) and real estate (on the domestic front)
created structural imbalances.
Over the past several years, many coun-
tries have turned away from globalisation
and global trade, even as their economies
have slowed, As the share of exports in
China’s GDP has fallen, its growth has been
affected. That said, even now exports con-
tribute around 20% of the Chinese GDP.
With China's domestic consumer base
still struggling to recover from the economjc
shock of the Covid-19 disruption, the coyn-
try's economy was hit by a collapse of jis
booming real estate market. The downfal] o
Evergrande, once the world’s most valuapj
real estate company, underlined the sc;),
and consequences of the crisis,

Real estate figured prominently aMmong
people’s household assets — the "*"'aihing
prices of property hit consumer configeng,
further, dampened the overall demgpg e
domestic engines of growth, §

A direct fallout was mirueasemum
ployment. Youth unemployment (agec Em-
24)rose to more than 20% ~ one fwe‘;g

was 5.2%more than the economic outputdur- . Sar

|
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1 10 of 2023, the last time that the goy-
m%ﬂd these data.

em_l;llhe «~ace economy has also been fac-
- deflationary pressures (Chart 2), which
e rs to prices 0ing down year on year,
refers o, the opposite of inflation, often
Deflation: .- < prablems for an economy,
presents start to fall, consumers hold back
As Pl'l‘:"’iS in the hope of buying the same
Pul'd;;idleaper[alrnmsbehawmuhrjngs
m prices further as the gap between sup-

ply and demand widens.

A deflationary spiral means there is no
incentive for businesses to invest or pro-
duce goods, and this results in the economy
stagnating. Resolving deflation can be more
difficult than containing high inflation be-
cause there is only so much that policymak-
ers can do in terms of cutting interest rates
and increasing government spending to
boost economic activity.

The supply chain disruption caused by

the pandemic spotlighted the dangers of
high dependence on China and led to efforts
by countries to diversify by adopting a
China+1 strategy. [n the US, the Biden admin-
istration continued with the tariffs imposed
by the first Trump administration and took
other policy initiatives (such as the CHIPS
Act) to boost the American semiconductor
industry and contain China’s advance in crit-
ical new technology areas.

Indeed, in the years after the pandgmic,
the world's largest economy has increased

the lead over its nearest competitor. In 2021, -

China's economy was around 75% the size of
the US economy; in 2024, China’s GDP.was
nly 64 of the US's. e .

i 20 41 = LS ecoromy
grew from an annual nominal GDP of $23.6
trillion to $29.1 trillion, China’s annual GDP
during this same period increased by less —
from §178 trillion to $182 trillion. ~ -~

...And how it has coped :
Many had expected Trump's tariff war
would significantly affect the Chinese econ-
omy. But the data since the start of 2025 fiave
been counterintuitive. While the USeconomy
shrank in the first quarter and there are per-
sistent worries about a recession, China has
maintained asteady growth momentum.
China's GDP growth rate has moderated
from the first quarter, but underlying data
show manufacturing growth has remained
resilient, and industrial production contin-
ues to beat forecasts. I
Chinese exports too have continued fo
grow. Even though exports to the US have re-
portedly fallen 26%, the gap has been more
than filled by a nise in exports to other desti-
nations such as the ASEAN countries, Africa,
and the European Union.
ﬂmisomm&u‘uianmnmlmesﬁm:
can data from China's National Bureau of
Statistics be trusted?
. China's national accounts have never en-
Jjoyed credibility of the kind that Western
economies with a free press and transparent
reporting standards have had. Thus, every
time China's data beats €xpectations, ques-
tmn; augraised onits credibility,
ut doubts over China’s GDP data are
gradually receding, by Barcelonaet
al (Chart 3) published on June 6 on the US
federal Reserve website, concludes:
~Assessing the accuracy of China's GDP
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Farmers’ body warns against US deal, says

protests will ‘intensify’ if conce

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI. JULY 16
THE INDIAN Coordination
Committee  of  Farmers
Movements (ICCFM}, a network
of farmers’ organisations across 11
states including Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana. Punjab, Kamataka, Tamil
Nadu and Maharashtra, has urged
the government to exclude all as-
pects of agriculture from the US
trade deal in order to protect the
interests of Indian farmers.

“If the Indian government
moves forward with trade deals
that overlook critical issues affect-
ing our farmers, movements like
ours will be compelled to inten-
sify our protests against such anti-
farmer policies. However, we are
hopeful that the same sentiment
which led India to wisely with-

draw from the RCEP trade negoti-
ations will prevail in this case as
well,” the farmers’ body said in a
statement to the government
amid ongoing negotiations.

In a letter to Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal, the ICCFM
wamned that granting duty-free
accessto US agricultural products
under a trade agreement could
have serious consequences. It
noted that the US has been en-
gaged in a trade war with China,
Mexico, and Canada since 2018,
which has severely affected its
agricultural exports.

“The US trade deficit in agri-
culture has nearly doubled, indi-
cating a significant surplus they
may seek to offload onto markets
like India. For example, soybean
exports from the US dropped
from$34.4 billionin 2022 t0 $24.5
billion in 2024, while corn exports

‘ The US trade deficit
in agriculture has
nearly doubled, indicating
asignificant surplus they
may seek to offload onto

markets like India”

— INDIAN COORDINATION
COMMITTEE OF FARMERS
MOVEMENTS

fell from $18.6 billion to $13.9 bil-
lion during the same period,” the
letter stated. The ICCFM further
emphasised the risk to Indian
farmers, stating that the US gov-
ernment is among the world’s
largest agricultural subsidisers.
The 2024 Farm Bill has allocated
a staggering $1.5 trillion towards
farm subsidies. These substantia]
supports notonly restrict agricul-

I'MS ignored

2;3'”' MPOFts into the US but also
ter EXEA N products to en-
lowp POt markets 4t artificially
subsid; Jowing suich heavily
el 15ed US imports into India,
i CFM _ » would under-
nine India’s longstanding posi-
tion 3t the World Trade
WTO}agam‘
very subsides these
l‘bﬁlbly.a recent rtby the
StatEBankofmlacat;mgngy that
Opening India’s dairy sector to 1S
LInports could result in an anmual
lossof Rs 1.03 lakh crore to Indian
dairy farmers. It highlighted that
milk prices inIndia could drop by
atleast 15 per cent if the sector is
opened up, significantly affecting
the livelihoods of small dairy
farmers due to the heavily sub-
sidised US dairy industry.
FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com



Cos tighten digital leash on Stff to block data leaks

Ban Mobiles, Geo-Block Emails To Protect
Trade Secrets, Thwart Cyber Threats

Parag.Dave@timesfindia.com

Ahmedabad: A wave of
companies in Guarat hasbe-
gun imposing srict digital
controls on employees, de-
ploying multifyered surve-
illance systems to protect
trade secretsand customer
data from corrorate espiona-
ge and cyberthreats.

Firms xross banking,
pharmaceuticals, chemi-
cals, and FMCG sectors are
implementing several rest-
rictions that include loca-
tion-based email blocks,
smartphone bans in produc-
tion aress, screenshot-disab-

led devices and automated
alerts triggered when sensi-
tive information is shared
externally

The security erackdown
has intensified over the past
two years as companies
scramble to safegnard intel-
lectual property, manufactu-
ring processes and strategic
business information from
competitors and hackers.

“Most chemical compani-
es are taking necessary mea-
sures to maintain confiden-
tiality. Smartphones are not
allowed on the floor to pro-
tect process integrity. Simi-
larly, pen drives are restric-

« The security
crackdown has

scramble to

safeguard mtellectuallpmperty manufacturing
processes and strategic business information
from competitors and hackers

ted on office systems, and da-
ta is stored on the cloud rat-
her than locally. Such is the
focus on data security that

code names are given tl.'.l ege-

rything, right from r
terial to process inputs,” sa-
id Manish Kiri,formerpresi-
dentof the Gmapﬁﬂsyestuffs

Manufacturers’ Assoeciation
(GDMA),

Co-operative banks have
also begun adopting similar
.cybersecurity protocols. The
Rajkot Nagarik Sahakari
Bank Limited has deployeda
multi-layered system to pro-
tect its digital infrastructu-

re. “Accessing official email
via the internet is limited to
senior employees, while
others can access official
email only on their office
desktops,” said Dinesh Pat-
hak, chairman of the bank.

“We'verestricted USB ac-
cess, implemented mobile
device management (MDM)
systems to block screenshots
and file sharing, and added
alerts that notify us if an
employee attemptstoemaila
customer’s name, phone
number, PAN or Aadhaar de-
tails outside the bank's net-
work. We've also taken steps
to mitigate ransomware
risks,” he adds.

rContinuedon P 5
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‘Must €nsure sensitive
data 1S not misused’

» Continued from P1

"%ramod Sharda, CEQ of
a global corporate
: email and collabora-
: tion solutions provider,
: said there has been a
: marked increase in de-
: mand for such controls in
: thepasttwoyears.
: “In Gujarat, companies
: in banking and financial
services, pharmaceuticals,
: chemicals, textiles and
: FMCG are increasingly de-
: ploying tools that limit em-
: ployee activity on enter-
: prise platforms. Most fol-
: low a bring your own de-
: vice (BYOD) policy but
: restrict functions such as
: email access when employ-
: ees are out of state, taking
: screenshotsandsharingat-
: tachments. These mea-
: sures help ensure that sen-
: sitive data is not leaked to
! competitors or misused,”
. Shardaexplained.
, “We even use code
" names for products to con-

tionisvital,and we haveim- :
plemented multiple restric- :
tions on employee access ':
accordingly,” saidapharma :
company’s director, re- :
questing anonymity. ;
Munjal Patel, directorof :

a leading pharma company :
said, “Weareactiveinavery :
competitive market where :
data, process and product :
security are a must. For the :
last three years, we have de- :
cided not to allow smart- :
phones at our plants. Only :
the plant head and depart- :
ment head can usethem.” :
" “Our email has several :
data security features. Only :
the top 5% of employeescan :
forward any email to some- :
one outside the company. :
Since pharma companies :
need to protect information :
related to packaging, molec- :
ular formula and drug mas- :
ter files, such precautions :
arerequired,” headded. 3
Nirav Shah,former pres- :
ident, GESIA IT association
said that these measures

ceal manufacturing proc-
esses. Digital data protec-

were already being imple-
mented in theI'l'sector:




Can’t Tum Blind

SEE THE DANGER: Vision Loss From Diabetes A National Crisis, Experts Say Retina Screening Must Be A Right, Not A Privilege
Spesking

Anujataiswabatimesofindiacom

New Delhi: India, often label-
led the dizbetic capital af the
world, faces an alarmingerisis
with gver 77 million people di-
agnosd with disbedes and 15
million as pre-diabetics. In 2013
alone, India recordid a stagre-
ring ono million diabetes-rela-
ted deaths. The most notshle
cornplication fardiabesics isdi-
abetic retinapathy (OR), a0 eye
condition resulting from da-
mage o refinal biood vessels
cansed by high blood sugar
Shackingly 16.9% of diabe
the individuals suffer from DR
and 34% areat imminent risk
of complete vision boss, Lea:
dingexpertsin thefeldsapthat
withaut swift, decisive setion
inscreeningand treatment, the
provalence of blindness due to
DR will escalste, AT the round
tabbehosted by The Timesof In-
dia on Wednesdag;, experts said
that the time to act was now —
alays wotld cost not only mo-
may; but sight and lives. The ex.
pertscabled for DR screening to
ba made 8 fundamental right
for diabetic patients by 2080,
Experts flagged early de-
tertion 48 the most effective
witt to stop DRrelated wiglon
Jcss. They stressed the urgent
feed for training frontline he-
alth workers and sguipping
primary care centres with
screening tools like fundus ca-
meras, They wanted DR priori
tiser] under the Mational Non-
Communicable Disease Pro-
FrEmme to ensure it hecame g
core part of routine diabetic
care seross all health systems.
They were emphatic about DR
screening wnder  Ayushman
Hharar, currently operatinnal
in tnly 12 states, being mlled
it rationwide without delay
F EWASESS  WAS
i i gap. “Most dia-

DrEMa
[ g simpity because the-
lndh hmhn is What experts say oa dan Gopal, advisoron publiche-
| WMM IJNSEEN UNDIAGHOSEIJ. UNTREATEB Gcking DR i.,"““"m‘ oot g thal aih admaion o NFSRC
remier think
Homitionds Mandatory Screening Esﬂp%mwbem B heilth malntstry smid that
Eye 5t through govt action.
S0 134.2M ¥ Scraening must Taking advantsge of the over L7 lakh heslth and well
be eompulsory for all Eh:m ise  fmss cenies were mma] z
; Habercs | theewpertssuggestedamonth  for daily consultations. Trained
=TT torise Capacity Ballding tyvoilct alort reminding disbe-  workers conducted inftial scree-
by 2045  Traln workforce and ties to get their eyes screenid W*‘“&“}‘“‘?“’mg
sgrachs Screaning e e e colleges. “States like
ar (ID-A'F‘;L:EBN:J | m"mnp;naam Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Te-
‘ had diabetes i - NCD Programme: a he langana are piloting
in 2019 upta, chie rxmluand umgmt-s.nnmw“mmmmmmwEmm alth crisis in India, commen: for diabetic eye ca-
e i = and Research, Chandigark; Dr Partha Biswas, president of All India Opht? ety (A105) and Maka DR a priority within MEWth\-m mummmﬂ]m
e s n';l\}'.al dlrecmrmwmul:ﬂsﬂlﬁu Dtdluav Aurw:“mmandtv ﬂmmdls e National Pragramme: elimina- nﬁ-ausn'uchil'c_ are: slso testing
elon plus Eye Centre, Noist: i Francois o T, Roche Pharma avea niad for GEETR m For P Fariid) tion, foundérdirector, ICMR.  this,” e said. While implemn-
' Eurnpe, Tarkey, Russia & ndian Mission ¥ & public health initiative = iy limited, he
Majority diagnosed late, crganised by The Times of Indla 2t india Habitat Centre on Wedresday Dﬂnlmm:luor: Medical Research  tation was curren gl be
after complications appear | gg o, 2w svery individual with dlabetes Shiany and visiting profes. SSip, 1eld promise though
b shouldt have the m.wr:mmr S At REARCH é& Oy iTg it nationally
439 million , Somenig—uhether T et Mok
cases undiagnosed pubiie eabieation or bring real change, / 0 ficant imestment.
National prevalencs at 8.9% awareness wemist presen a4 | Rajarinder
P & o shoule! be missed 1 mBLW].ny ﬂ.n:‘:u- m MD &
. . 1 e Phar-
1 m|"|0n E.f.,"'c..,,.,“ tant, [ ] existing gaps and IIII s Inelia, wrged be-
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their opening Zhu to resign in the next six moves.

|  timing of 10.54 seconds.

yy nle all Lhe la Players 1l
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ﬂTake call by Monday on screening of
Udaipur Files, SC tells [&B ministry

It's Right To

Free Speech
Vs Right To

Life: Court

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Wednesday asked the spe-
i cial committee constituted
: by the ministry of informa-
: tion and broadcasting to de-
cide by Monday pleas oppos-
ing screening of censor
board cleared ‘Udaipur
i Files: Kanhaiya Lal Tailor
: Murder’ on the ground that
i the movie, based on the be-
: heading of the Udaipur tai-
. lor for allegedly blasphem-
: ing Prophet Muhammad,
marked shocking and vi-
cious vilification of Mus-
lims.

: Senior advocate Kapil
: Sibal, whoappeared for Mau-
: lana Arshad Madani, and se-
: nior advocate Menaka Gu-
: ruswamy, who appeared for
: prime accused in Kanhaiyg

' .I : - o
SC asked the palice to protect
the film's producer and his son
who have recelved death threats

Lal's beheading case Mo
hammad Javed, argued
against releaseof thefilmal-
leging that it vilified a partic-
ular community, would prej-
udice the trial in the murder
case, put the accused’s life in
danger and also derogated
thejudiciary. A benchof Jus-
tices Surya Kant and Joyma-
lya Bagchi also asked the po-
lice to ensure protection of
the producer of the film and
his son who have received
death threats.

For the film producer, se-
nior advocate Gaurav Bhatia
told the bench that the film
was cleared by Central Board

of Film Certification (CBFC)

after incorporation of 55
cuts. He said the petitioners
moved Delhi HC at the elev-
enth hour to stall release of
the film, adding that the pro-
ducer was suffering huge
losses apart from stifling of
his free speech.

Terming the case a con-
test between right to free
speech and right to life, the
Justice Kant-led bench asked
the committee constituted
by the [&B ministry todecide
Madani's representation
against release of the film by
Monday, the next date of
hearing. Italsoallowed coun-
se| for the main accused in
the beheading casetopartici-
pate in the proceedings be-
fore the committee.

The bench those who ap-
prehend the trial getting
prejudiced had a right to be
heard. It also considered the
threats allegedly received by
the producer and his son
warning them against re-
leasing the film. The SC
asked the police to evaluate
the threat perception and
takeappropriatestepstopro-
tectthem.

Sibal said he, as counsel

R i

for Madani, had watched the
film during an HC-ordered
special screening. “Once 1

H
.
.
.
.
.
-
.
.
.

saw the movie, I was shaken

in every sense. It is a com-

‘plete thematic dissertation

of hate.”

al’s advocacy of free speech
and recalled telling the se-
nior advocate that he would
one day be arguing against
free speech. This is one such
occasion, Justice Kant said.

Sibal said, “See the mo-
vie. It is something that gen-
erates violence... seeds vio-
lence. It is complete vilifica-
tion of one community and
not one positiveaspect of the
community is projected in
the movie— violence, homo-
sexuality, denigration of
women. It is unthinkable
that a democratic nation
would allow screening of
suchafilm.”

Bhatia said, “Beheading
of the tailor and posting of
its video on social media had
more than one crore vViews.
Videos were released prior
to the beheading and after
accomplishing the sinister
and gruesomeact.”

The benchpointed to Sib-

sessssssssmanannnn.
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Goyal asks missions
to push exp

global headwin .

Rajeev Jayaswal
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union commerce
and ; ister Piyush
has asked commerce rep-

A ntatives in 74 Indian mis-

sions abroad to identify mew
export opportunities, address

"~ .pon-tariff barriers and
" strengthen communication
between embassies and industry

the country’s exports
am eadwinds.
“Reiterate

sions in supporting trade, tech-
nology, tourism and investment
promotion and called for robust
reporting via Trade Connect to
maximise global outreach,” the
minister said in a post on X after
the meeting.

He emphasised the need for
missions abroad to have proact:
jve market engagement.
enhanced trade intelligenee and
closer collaboration with Indian
exporters. “Minister of Com-
merce and Industry interacted
with heads of the commcrcial
wings posted in 74 Indian Mis
sions abroad across 6] countrics
on 16th July 2025 through video
conference to review and
strengthen India’s global trade
and commercial engagement
strategy,” the commeroce minis-
try said in a statement.

During the meeting, key
Indian missions made detailed
presentations on trade promo-
tion activities, challenges in mar-
ket access, and sectoral insights.
The minister acknowledged the
missions as the first point of con-
tact for India’s commercial and
economic diplomacy, underscor-
ing their responsibility in pro-
tating stronger engagement with
the host countries, it said.

In his address, Goyal empha-
sised the need for proactive
trade intelligence gathering,
including updates on market
trends, sectoral developments,
and regulatory frameworks, it
said.

He asked them to focus on

orts amid

Piyush Goyal, commerce and
industry minister. AP

sharing of innovative strategy
and best practices that yielded
good results in trade promotion
and attracting investment into
India. He asked them to focus on
investment. trade. tourism and
technology

The minister stressed on reg-
ular dissemination of trade advi-
sorics to identify demand-supply
gaps and opportunities for
Indian exporters. He called for
enhanced alignment between
Use misssons and the department
of commerce through data-
driven planning and effective
usc of digital platforms like the
DGFT trade connect portal.

The meeting also addressed
operational and logistical chal-
lenges. including the need for
adequate resources, efficient
posting of commercial officers,
and improved coordination to
support initiatives under the
Make in India and Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes,
the statement said.

The minister called for

greater synergy among the mis-

Pa ek e e pubs S g oo |

sions, export promotion coun-

cils, and Indian industry stake-
holders to achieve the nation’s
ambition of becoming a global
export powerhouse.

Prior to Goyal's interaction
with the missions, commerce
secretary Sunil Barthwal started
the interaction emphasising the
critical role of Indian missions
abroad for overall growth of
exports and investment.




Rains trigger extensive waterlogging
in Hisar, Bhiwani; farmers in distress

6,000 acres submerged; growers démand urgent drainage

DEEPENDER DESWAL

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

HISAR, JULY 17
Above-average monsoon
rainfall has triggered exten-
sive waterlogging across sev-
eral villages in Hisar and
Bhiwani districts, threaten-
ing kharif crops and spark-
ing panic among farmers.
Hundreds of acres of paddy
and other seasonal crops
have been submerged, with
at least 12 villages — includ-

|| ing Dhanana, Mitathal, Talu,

Chang, Sukhpura, Baliyali,
Ghuskani, Kharak, Sisai,
Bandaheri, and Adampur —
facing flood-like conditions.
The situation is particular-
ly alarming in Chang, where
1,100 acres are under water.
Other badly hit villages

include Alampur (1,050

. acres), Ghuskani (900 acres),

Baliyali (850 acres) and Ban.-
daheri (500 acres). In some
areas, standing water has
reached up to four feet,
destroying crops and halting
further sowing activities,

“If the water is not drained
within a week, we won’t be
able to re-plant paddy
saplings, leading to complete
losses this season,” farmers
warned. They also fear
delayed sowing of rabi crops
if the situation persists.

In Bhiwani, the All India
Kisan Sabha staged a
protest outside the Deputy
Commissioner’s office,
demanding immediate
deployment of drainage
machinery and compensa-

tion for affected farmers. A
memorandum was submit-
ted to the administration
and the DC assured protest-
ers that action would be ini-
tiated soon. .

Meanwhile, in Hisar’s
Adampur region, MLA
Chander Prakash visited
affected villages including
Siswal, Adampur, Ladwi,
Mahalsra and Kohli. He
directed revenue and irriga-
tion officials to expeditie
water drainage.

“Crops like jowar, bajra,
maize, cotton, guar and
moong have been severely
damaged,” farmers
informed him. The MLA
demanded immediate crop

damage surveys and com--

pensation.
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NEW DELHI, JULY 17
ndia will require USD 15 tril-
lion investment by 2030 across
key areas to address the cli-
mate challenge at scale, accord-
| ingtoa Deloitte India report.
The investments will be
driven by India's efforts

biofuels, decarbonisation and
sustamable infrastructure to
combat climate change, the
report, “The climate response:
Tapping into India’s climate
and energy transition oppor-
tunity’, said.

The report highlighted water
ture, sustainable {ransport
infrastructure, circular econo-
my, waste management and
digital systems and platforms
as crifical areas of investment
that drive India’s climate and

T
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Water secunty, mrcular economy crmcal arcas

towards renewable energy, .

The report also suggested
that reaching the goal of 500
GW of RE capacity will need

around USD 200-250 billion in -

investment by 2030, covering
areas such as advanced manu-
facturing, grid integration and
system expansion.

India will have to add 300
GW of RE capacity by 2030 to
bridge the gap between its

current capacity and the!

announced target of 500 GW

of RE capacity.

Furthermore, RE capacity
addition will also need to be
supported by scaling up
energy storage infrastruc-
ture by eightfold, necessitat-

‘ing USD 250-300 billion 1n

capex by FY30.

Viral Thakker, Partner and
Sustainability and "Climate
Leader, Deloitte South Asia,

$1.5 m inflow needed across sectors
toaddress climate challenge Deloitte

said, “This investment will
reduce emissions, boost job
creation, enhance energy
security and protect vulnera-
ble communities from cli-
mate risks.”

Financial instruments, such
as green bonds, climate funds
and blended finance models,
are important in mobilising
capital for sustainability initia-
tives. Unlocking mvestment at
scale and ensuring equitable
access fo climate finance will
help drive long-term resilience
in India’s most climate-sensi-
tive sectors, he said.

By strategically harnessing
climate finance, India can
accelerate its decarbonisation
efforts, offering immense
investment potential in sec-
tors poised for sustainable
growth and innovation,
Thakker said. — PTI
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1947, where the proposed plop tn partition Isdia was ncoepted.

Bill to grant India

freedom greenlit
by House of Lords

Bill proposes transfer of legislative powers
| to the two new dominions of India Pakistan

HT Comespondent

AONDONE The Houuseof Lords b apprevee the bcla Indiepemdence B
wetiieh will grssnit full indep
o of liadia sl Pakistin. The BEll merw anly aiwaits the Sormal Royal
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The Bifl propases the farmation of the tvn indepe ndent dominlees
e grartitson of 1t Bengal and Funjsh provinces between the new
mxtions, thetransfer af Jegislative powess o the nspective constituent
amnbwdmcwrnrusmlwmmﬂmrrfhﬂmwnuww
pringetysates Th iy L.
dervn by Loed Mounchasien, Ii":\l"ﬂerwuihma.mm

The imeasisre, rushed through el its meupperﬂm m
mmm\wmmﬂwhmm:
anlEegnalive piems h lmu.,.., =u|m
Tnchian affairs for the past e deandes,
Inrdi.n::uu-lmm for India,
Whhmmwmmmm
ety of tndia, Lord Pethice Lawrence, his predecessor in

. WeT ST
than over. “We only ask the qqnmrhhnﬂ
N anlp;'mhmtommm

#[EGACY HNMMMMNMW—-M

British consection with Indla is,
oo of

OF TRUTH T e

R, kool
Lissowed sald, the
mhlwwrd‘:iﬁ understanding ; P——
genlus of the Ronans™ il requiremengs.of & socleny
whally di dﬂ' l‘m Ibu m ﬁ&nﬂ nﬂﬂmﬂ: Ih: mﬂe:m
wa H “in o as well
u-mmmwmmm bavea Wicmeral l'edﬂ'allqﬂam
nrm

the Uiper
Lorwer Chamber, l}wllmﬂol'rhm?
.!'Lm'd mm‘;; i
a5 rwa A of o, bk sxid It was betier that
m mvirtuiad comsent thas refain united hmh::h
i into the coavulsion of chill

't-u
had come to Hght, the ml‘nnmhmwﬂ.g.pmm innsingle

mrumwm
C“W!;%kﬂﬂmlxsgm
m‘ﬂb dad ot e,

WY corried o regort e the Howse of Londs reliaper nso it
| mpproving the in mie Billom s warfare from which Hritain
l'm-p-uuurﬂ e L

o D04

® -iqr. — e

emnlntmnnjun: L



First episode: August 30,1993 | Final episode to aif; May2026 =

The Late Show calls it a night

@R CBS is cancelling "The Late Show With Stephen Colbert” next May,
| dion ,,tﬁmaaa-mr-oldwms tution and removing fro all&’r’* i
g il o ald Trump's n nstgmmmnnt“[ateanmhﬁﬂﬁg

{ll}

After jibe at CBS

| reach _jlts?s‘lﬁnﬂlllnn | entwlth ¢
parent Paramount | SRCH tnnmldhm?g:mlmsu
The decision was revealed days after humn had suad?armnum_fur $20bn;
mmwmw News' deceptively edite
wmmmmw )

mn would help.”

ﬁephan Col

 Boos from the audience...

"Nextvbarmlfhenurlastseasun { tiustth -
" The network will be ending the Late “It's not just the end of our show, but

/ ) t's the end of The Late Show on CBS.
s 5 v 2k . = ShowinMay..." Colbert said to i . s

Mg o : e | unrelenting boos from the audience '™ not being replaced. This is all
m iii“ﬁ ﬂ"* Kias i i ﬁ - during the taping on Thursday Jjust going away.” - Calbert on Thursday

...Cheers from Trump -‘- On the shoulders of giants | , Bedtime for late-night TV?
Trump hailed the cancellation of the show on Friday. | Colbert took over from David Letterman in | R @

e s oy e S I A string of late-night shows have fallen
absolutely love that Colbert got fired. His ta . Previously, Colbert was a regular on by the wavside in t few years
was even less than his ratings.” Comedy Central alongside fellow host Jon y y g Y

ﬁr‘ mount: Decision ‘finandal’ Stewart. Incidentally, Stewart's show on ; e Trevor Noah quit The Daily Show in
a .

Apple TV+ “The Problem With Jon Stewart" i 2022. It has not had a fixed host since.
“This is purely a finantial decision against a was cancelled over creative differences

Ly e Full Frontal With Samantha Bee was
challenging backdrop in late night. It is not related.in . . with his views on (hmaandhrtlflual i s N S cancelled in 2022 =
any way to the show’s performance, r.ontentnrnther !ntelligence R tE e g et 1F

matters happening at Paramount.” - CBS statement -/ ; m% &The Late Late Show ended in 2022.
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RELAX. THE WEEKEND'S HERE

Some of India's best meals aren't served under
chandeliers, they're plated in the wild — in our

deserts, mountains and forests. See how locals plate
modern meals with a side of history. They're quietly
shaking up the food scene

Ammisilit Sandhu's Pubussh, nest to the Tipeshwar Wildlile Sanctuary,

Makarashira, serves n hoshdinner, with specials wech as raan In a jowar bhakri
tortills

B I:I: awner Hash

= = en, has h'v'n an adven
e il cem says “The wamen were shy ammdr.rrhmt
they made was significant * She
hase whe profiess a love for oh them prep and plating sech
food 1ike to hrag about o i 15 heat p nr.]ucs- Wocabulary | ook for granted -
lengths eyl go to for a | i . L 5 wmgk nﬂ'qrr; il chapping hesrd - was
meemoralile meal That linde ey 4 pa dl::m . she recalls. Where they
12-seater Mumbei restaumant - i Ao and phading (apricots mrun wes thelr eomloet with local fiscks,
everyone's been trying to get i

% cooked with badil leaves). Local - and their consistency borme from experi-
it fior minnths. That chie Indian-apanes: - = weanen prepare itall “They have  enoe. Sandba saw them make perfectir -
| pilnce im Dl than wall be the next big thing, . - thedriorn howsehobd responsibili-  form, round rotis, an undervalved skii i
| The Michelin lrulpw-q%]ln Bqn@aluru ¥ I B ties and leave for namaaz In the - modem coolkdng.
bt cost BE0,000 o seat. . Fl 1 1L evenings, so we only openforthe The reglon poses challenges. “Tr's arfd.
Wﬁltmhﬂmmsﬂﬂ gt { alternoen meal, Khan saps.’ . You can't go foraging like in the hills, and
that ! 1 i Lurech seats I Seatsare booked I‘m: 10 ingredients,” S.lndhu ll’!. 5o,
wlﬂtﬁ! ! nlqlnlm'_rn_emm— e
o Thirve been far-fiung 0 I mﬁﬁm * sor Thiners In winter get the indrayani rice
R e T : . e e e m'ﬁmﬂumhmnw J
award-winning i a =

A e, uylng:nau‘oodmeeds'nne The women hawe Mgured o their opers
fram Chandigash, is probably the best B F = howeed like an andmal and esten  tions over b v "lwEve In cooe d week
ke, But fitle geens are Lhriving as far rTrE—— T with your hands, Thay think 1am  or once s sonth” Sandh says 1r i these |
away 25 Amanachal Pradesh and the India- . stingy and should serve the guests more  women thar rue Pabiash. I've never heard
Fakitan border. They'rea warkdawsy from  a challenge,” he admies, “Huot 1 penerously,” Guests, however, dorit3eemito ANy NCEAL loaner feedback ™ |

st russboeed. Crendy ketchens of the hig city,  we wish 1o ciler o those mind The Baltl Farmn experience has been '

And they're unig hallenging 1o run..  whovalue such an elahorate popular since it was bunched in W8 And  Pagry at Mharo Khet

Here's where 10 boak your next focd pil- and intricate experience.” earefull shopping Ihnr&dw.

: Iy, buildng the.

primage. Few Manga women have i . list & month in advance and soarcing his ~ Nearest ciny: Jodbpar. 25km away
travelled outside thelr smre. g Tapanes iogredients from aspecificsiore in 94,500 for nine coirse

Damu's Heritage Dine Mast don't speak English n Deelhil. 11 the fish supply ks impacted, we The romse tarear on the memm is subs

Chug Pradesh  (they do speak Hindi), 50 3 . substiiue t with fresh river fish Whenew-  tlod simply: T

Nwdn-lumpr Thm awey Letld Chomu, the resmurant's
21500 lor an eighl-course meal | manager, steps in with inter- %
Pishlic transpoctation bin't casy focome  national guests. But the crew

phy: Strawberry, chamomile, mstr

cadoes were ot available for the pashi we  thom. Don't expert a salad. What emerges
made s withapriceu” Aed [ ihe snowy off-  from the kitehen is a £ald soup made
fermentation

s season, Khian travels o restarants scress - through a thoee-day
by in Arunachal Pradesh, But s tad from  take nansrally 16 haspitabity and X Indis, to ensure that dining standards  process, in which basteria frem the toma-
| Dirang town, sight kilometres away, will  management. They handle the finan- - - match up hack home. s reacts with sngar in the srawhberries. 7T
bring you tos wilage of mud and stone set-  exs 1o, spliting revenwes 1o relmest in S [ A plant-based meny with Indigenous  am certain that Mast diners do not realise
| Hements in the bash Coug Valley, At Dama's. . the business snd support WWE-Indla's hechs and rare flowers is cof dgpﬂudmm et behind mak-
=2t amid paddy and comn fields, theresonly  Commienizy Conperved Azeas imiciatlve Meanwhile, Khan is keen to thix," savs Rajemsh Agarwal whe nms
| one thing on the menw: An eight-course  which belps local communities benefit nEE Espect of Turtuk's S(lk Reute Hnnanl.u Bl the dC-acre frm at the edge of
meal, spodlighting the food of the Monpa s through beritage conssrvmion. Last yesr, barter system “Perhaps we can werk with  the Thar desert, that serves the
cmnunlytmm mﬂml‘ll‘lmngm fm.mww Valley m’hﬂmlﬁdeiprlwh from here far
| Ywiegt Wam saarted out with the aim of ‘bewns from Chmagatur? Mbiaro Khet staried ouras a frashpre
| Lmkmlurphwﬂwmmmw n'lllmgtﬁnhd.q without hevmf" o de ivery service in X020, Naw, it has 10 |
enal-roasted ragl ar hackireaking work How are they ‘ﬁ? Palaash cal dives touss. and serves a
| mmmammamum Damu's mede 16 kabkh last momth, sold-out lanch and dinner service called |
hewmlmmhnmmm mpmmhuhmkwmmnlum Nenrest eity: Nugpur, 180km sway Paeru, B ticks all the bowes for fussy diners. |
| allergic sap from the Chinest lacquertree.  for inurism in Arunachal Fradesh.” for @ peven-<ourse meal Irs plant-forward, it's set In & guava
| Qely one man in the village is skdlled in ‘From 208015 2007, Amnlnder Sasdhuman.  orchard, ir's 3 blind meny (guests don't
| extracting it without breaking (mie hives. The Balti Farm at Viess Baltistan | ant in her b [ now what's being served undl they're at
Horw's thart for @ rare meat? “Turtuk, Ladakh and ginger) | Iurmmanmemhnmem the table). There might be jovear tostadas
Dramni's, just abowl o year old, seats 12, Nwm:hrmm:-my | and arange . Bt Jorhat felt oo small fise her asbi- nntdly‘almﬂmn{ mhemgm
| amd ogeranes outof 3 century-cld bome. is seven-course milletcakies, | tion Sa, ln October 271, the st up Palaash, are rasehy e
helmed by cight Moapa women, who mas- Nullmd!hnpwnslnmrmk_'rhghm | TS right in the middie of & hoairy retreat bog- dw\;mmumn
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Protest on
the streets

Street food vendors already struggle to survive. Why are
we demonising samosas and jalebis as health hazards
and not the real offenders — ultra-processed snacks?

here do you get the

s bt food in lndia? Iv's

b | nat a difficuit ques-

tion. The best food in

| Tndia has always been

on the sireess,

India’s street-foad vendors get a really

bad deal They are terrorised by the police.

They have o pay off municipal oificials

from their meagre earnings. And meost of
thiem harety eke ot a Iving.

As soime oif you may know, Lam par of an

| organisation that does 3 list of India’s op 30

chefs and also rtes restaurants. But for

e, the skills of the top chefs and the

«cuisine of the great restaurants fade in

comparison to the genius of our

street-food maestros, Each

i, vear my orgenisation also

W thes up with the imdefati-

gable Sangeeta Singh of

thi National Association

nf Street thdurs

the food made by the
= wendors, who Sangeeta
and NASVI have brought
im frem all over India
4 Without exception, the
{ cheds are bowled over by
{ the excellence of the food.
and many. like Manish
4 Mehrotra and Ritu Dal-
M mia, are inspired to go
d back and create their
own kes on the dishes
they have tasted,

omt--

When the judgmg is over, Sangeets and 1
give wwards [Including cash rewards) to the
men and women who run the beststalls. It
is alweays an ineredibly emotional moment
for everyane, because the vendors have
never befere been recognised ar won any
prizes. Many burst Into tears and | have
been known to brush away tears of my own,

S you will forgive me for the personal
tone of cutrage that rans through this ook
umn. My indignation i ooczsioned by news
reparts that health anthorities plan to treat
the food made by the street-food vendars on
par with clgarette smoking. According te
the reports. the Health Ministry will putup
the sort of signage assoctated with warnings.
on cigareties to deter people from eating
vadi pao of samosas. So, the next time you

w0 eat a channa blatura, you may be con-
?:nMwnha sign that reads “Eat Wiscly.
Your future self will thank vou®,

1 dar't knvow whi writes this gibberish,
bt i do know who pays for this deathless
prose and for the billbeards that will be
Tired all aver India,

Yiri s, iy dear tax-payer. 1 do. All
of 1§ do, These |okers make the deci-
st We pary for them,

1 don't have to tell you what the
demuonisation of strect-food ven-
dors will lead to. They already strig-
ghe to survive, Now they will Face the
pppfnhdl.l.ln of being treated on par

with people who sell products that ghve
VUl CANCET,

Is street-food inherently unhealthy? No,
of course it isn't. If you eat massive quanti-
ties of samosas or vada-pao then of course,
it wan't be good for yow. But who does that?

After a nationwide uproar, including a
threat by Milind Deora, wheo chalrs a Pariia-

a0 @

Street food is not inherenthy

el

healthy, unless you

mentary Committee, 10 inguire inte the pro-
posals, the Health Ministry went [nto dam-
age-control mode. It wasn't asking for ciga-
rette-style health warnings on packaging, it
declared.

Well. of eourse it wasn't. Mo street-food
ﬁ sells pakoras in readymade packages

cigarene packs. It was the signboard we
were objecting (o,

And on that, it seemed, there was nio
backing down.Thess boards would go up
anyway, though the Ministry added weakly
that the intention was not o target “India’s
rich street food culture™,

All this drivel about “your future self” is
sought 10 be justified on the grounds that
obesity is & major problem in India. And
yes, obesity among the middle-class is grow-

mﬁtﬁ:ﬁtbﬂahou:mmdwmﬂ:sj

et at these stalls don't have
that protlem,

We must do something to control
middle-¢lass obesity. But though
here is an obvious way ahesd, the

government will not take it
As Dr Arun Gupta, a tircless cam-
paigner against Ulira Processed Foods
cum; points out, obesity numbers
ot doubled from 2006 to 2019, It is

that our consurmption of

l l
period. But our consumption of Ulra Froc-

essed Foods went up from $900 million 1o
an ulnundh\s!ﬁ:& ;1”[0“.0\1[ per-capita
these foods went up over 50

g

fimes during that period

‘That is wity obesity is such a problem. Ifs
not becanse of foed freshly made by small

producers. I is because of food made in fac-
tories: Industrial, chemical-heavy, proc-
essed food that has now reached every vil-
lage in India. Ome instance: Factory-made
cake is a market that is worth mece thana
biltion dollarsa year.

The detrimenital effects of UPEs have now
been scient fically proven. They have been
linked to obeslty, dementia and worse.

Multinationals i the West are sealing
back on the processes and the sugar. But n
India, many producers persist with the obd
chemicals and the old processes. They feed
pounds of sugar w young children in the
form of breakfast cereals and incredibly
enoaigh, as health supplements. When peo-
ple complain on sacial media, Big Food
spends millions trying toshut them up,

5o, wity are we pretending that samoesas
and vada pao are the probiem?

1t's obwious, s ir? I's mucneme&
pick on the litthe guys than on Big Fi
What can a poor street vendor do against
the might of the state? And there is much to
gain by cosying up to Big Food, with its bil-
lions of dellars,

Dr Gupia and various others have advo-
cated better kabelling, so that people know
how many factory-made chemicals are
being thrustine their bodies: Thave been n
maderate on the issue so far but given that
the Health Ministry is now going after sam-

hos @HO OO OO,

044 wallas, the dme has come for strict reg-
ulatian of UPFs. It will make more differ-
e o our Pealth than any signboards with
ifiotic alogans will. And Iowill cost the rax-
payer nothing: Blg Food will bear the cost.

Will it happen? 1 don't know. Govern-
ment policy & full of conmadbetions. On the
one hand, young people are encouraged to
unleash thelr entrepreneurial spirits and
‘become pakora sellers.

On the other, the government spends o
res of cur maoney reating these pakora sell-
Brs as

Only Big Food Taughs all the way to the
bank.

mm;wmwfx
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Enroll for crop
insurance before
July 31: Minister

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

VAMUNANAGAR, JULY 18
IHaryana Agriculture, and

Farmers . Welfare Minister;

Shyam Singh. Rana has
urged farmers to enroll for
the Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana (PMFBY) for
kharif 2025 crops before
the July 31 deadline. The
scheme offers protection
against crop loss due to nat-
ural calamities, pests and
weather-related damages.

The minister said farmers

growing paddy, millet,
maize and cotton could ben-
efit from the insurance
scheme by applying on
time. “If farmers’ crops get
damaged due to rain,
drought, pest attack, hail-
storm or any natural
calamity, they can take
advantage of this scheme
and avoid financial loss,”
said Rana.

He said the premium
amount payable by farm-
ers under kharif-2025 rates
had been fixed at Rs
2,124.98 for paddy, Rs
1,024.36 for millet, Rs
1,089.74 for maize and Rs
5,435.05 for cotton.

The scheme is also
optional for loanee farm-

Premium for cotton
15.1435: 31,024 for

. millet

R

F,

e
ers, Rana clarified. “If any
loanee farmer does not
wish to avail the insurance,
they  must inform their
bank concerned in writing
by July 24, which is seven
days before the last date,”
he said.

Further explaining the
opt-out process, he said:
“When a farmer chooses not
to opt for insurance, an OTP
will be sent to their regis-
tered mobile number via
the portal. This OTP must
be shared with the bank.
Only then will the OTP-out
form be accepted.”

For non-loanee farmers,
the application process

requires visiting a Com-

mon Service Centre (CSC)
with relevant documents
— land deed, bank
account details, Aadhaar
card, sowing certificate
and registration on the
Meri Fasal Mera Byora
portal. “They can com-
plete their crop insurance
enrolment with help from
the CSC,” he added.
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$14-crirrigation pushfor
Mahendragarh tarmers

CHANDIGARH, JULY 18
Farmers in south Haryana
received a major boost as Irri-
gation  Minister Shruti
Choudhry has announced
the launch of seven irrigation
and water conservation proj-
ects worth Rs 14 crore in
Mahendragarh district.
These initiatives, sanctioned
with the support of Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini,
were inaugurated on Tues-
day and aim to benefit over
3,250 acres across 12 villages.
“These projects will not

only promote water conser- -

vation but also ensure
groundwater recharge and
enhance irrigation facilities
for farmers,” said Choudhry.
Three of the projects will be
implemented in Patharwa,
- Jawaharnagar, and Nangla
villages at a cost of Rs 460.13

lakh. These works are
expected to facilitate irriga-
tion for nearly 600 acres.

Another key  project
involves the construction of
a water storage tank for
sprinkler irrigation and
recharge purposes In an
unnamed village, costing Rs
258.63 lakh and benefitting
around 450 acres. A similar
effort in Dalawas village,
with an outlay of Rs 150.09
lakh, will aid irrigation and
water conservation.

A major component
includes laying an HDPE
pipeline from the Madhoga-
rh Distributary to the valley,
including a pump house
and civil works. This Rs
146.73 lakh project will ben-
efit about 650 acres in Mad-
hogarh, Dalawas, and
Rajawas. — TNS




Indian snackerswantboth taste, nutrition: Report

ANSHITA MEHRA

TRIBIINE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, jULY 18

Health and indulgence are no
longer seen as opposing forces
in the Indian snack market, as
revealed in the second edition
of the Healthy Snacking
Report 2025 released by Farm-
ley at the Indian Healthy
Snacking Summit (THSS) in
the Capital on Friday. The
report highlights a decisive
shift in consumer attitudes —
Indians now demand both
taste and nutrition from their

Drawing mmghts from
- thousands of respondents
across age groups, cities and

Says oonsumers prefer makhanasassuperfood zn theu'd;e[

CHOCOMTERMNS REIGNING FAVOURITE §8

On the sweet side, chocoiate remains the reigning favourite,
with nutty flavours such as peanut butter, hazelnutand
pistachio gaining momentum as smarter, proteinrich =~
alternatives that balance imiu{génce wlth health.

S SRR S

e o AT R e

professions, the report shows
that 72 per cent of consumers
now seek functional benefits
from their snacks such as
improved energy, mood
enhancement and high pro-
tein content. The era of guilt-
ridden indulgence is giving
way to what Farmley
describes as a “wellness-ori-
ented snacking culture,”

PR RE e

However, flavour remains
non-negotiable. A striking 94
per cent of respondents
admitted they are unwilling
to compromise on taste, even
when choosing healthier
options, The new-age Indian
consumer is turning toward
snacks that are clean, preser-
vative-free (preferred by 55
per cent), and come in eco-

b,

conscious, resealable pack-
aging (52 per cent)— indicat-
ing a strong alignment with
sustainability and mindful
consumption.

Roasted and flavoured dry
fruits lead the savory snack
category, chosen by. 36 per
cent of respondents, fol-
lowed by makhana (19 per
cent), chips and wafers (14

B A

per cent) and namkeen (10
per cent). Peri-peri has
emerged as the most popular
flavour among savory snack-
ers, followed by classics like
salted, tangy and cheesy,

On the sweet side, choco-
late remains the reigning
favourite, with nutty flavours
such as peanut butter, hazel-
nut and pistachio gaining
momentum as smarter, pro-
tein-rich alternatives that bal-
ance indulgence with health,

Commenting on the find-
ings, Akash Sharma, co-
founder of Farmley, said:
“Today’s consumers expect
every bite to deliver both

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Rain lashes.--

appreciably below normal by
3.4 degree Celsius, while max-

imum temperatures Were

below normal by 1-3 degree
i.” the Met

Celsius over Delhi,
Department said.
The IMD said the national
caplt,al W]].l rece1ve very hght
to moderate rainfall, along
with thunderstorms and light-
ning between July 19 and 24.
However, no alert has been
sounded for the next week.
Meanwhile, the air quality
in Delhi remained in the “sat-
isfactory” category, with an
Air Quality Index (AQD) read-
ing of 61, according to the 9
am bulletin of the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB). An AQI between 51
and 100 falls under the “satis-

factory” range. The highest

single day rainfall in Delhi.

was on July 21, 1958 when the
city received 266.2 mm.

: Indian snackers...

- flavourand ftmélion—they're

no longer ready to choose
between taste and trust.”

The report also under-
scores makhana'’s growing
dominance, with 65 per

L A A

cent of consumers actively

- incorporating it as a super- -

S weréu \: fod’& Z lﬁm‘t}faﬁﬂlbts Once

seen as a traditional snack,
makhana is now being cele-

prated as a modern dietary

staple — light, nutritious

and versatile.

Civic body launches
Swachhta Anthemto

promote cleanliness

He also acknowledged the
tireless efforts of sanitation

workers and credited the’

Jeadership of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta

in strengthening the city’s
sanitation systems.

Deputy Mayor Jai Bhag-
wan Yadav praised the initia- -

tive, recalling how impressed
he was with cleanliness in
Varanasi, where sanitation 1S
carried out three times a day.
“We must aim for a similar
model in Delhi,” he added,
underlining that honesty and
consistency in cleanliness
practices are crucial.
Standing Committee chair-
person Satya Sharma high-
lighted music as a powerful
tool for change. “We hope this
anthem becomes a mass

bl pomle bl somle A b bl ke Fem 0
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Nmnmummn OF PRIVATE BANKS (JULY 19, 1969)

Bankingrevolution changed
economic landscape

% N July 19, 1969, Indi
witnessed a landmar

moment in its eco
nomie history when 14 major
private banks were nation- (§
alised by the government led §

Gandhi. This bold and eontro-
versial step marked a turning

point in India’s development trajectory, shifting the
control of significant financial resources from private
hands to the public sector,

Until then, the Indian banking system was largely con-
trolled by big industrialists who prioritised credit to large
businesses, often at the expense of agriculture, small indus-

tries and rural development. Banking services were concen-
taisdmmarwsandnmlhﬂa,w}meneaﬁy?ﬂ%ufﬁle
population lived, remained severely underbanked.

Thedeamuntnnaummhsebankswasgmdedbyasoml
ist vision of inclusive growth and equitable distribution of
wealth. The 14bank31hatwerenatmnahsedeachhad
deposits of over Rs 50 crore. These included major institu-
tions like Bank of India, Bank of Baroda, Punjab National
Bank, Central Bank of India and Canara Bank.

The move aimed to align the banking sector with the
country’s planned development goals under the Five Year
Plans. It sought to ensure that the flow of credit reached
neglected sectors such as agriculture, small-scale indus-
tries and the weaker sections of society. It also intended fo
curb the monopolistic tendencies of a few industrialists
who had disproportionate influence over the economy:

Nationalisation had several far-reaching effects. The
number of bank branches expanded dramatically,
especially in rural and semi-urban areas. Between 1969
and 1990, the number of rural bank branches grew
from just over 1,800 to nearly 30,000. Priority sector
lending was institutionalised and banking became a
tool for social transformation. _

However, the move was not without criticism. Some
economists argued that it led to inefficiencies, bureaucrat-
ic delays and politicisation of lending. Over time, public
sector banks were plagued by non-performing assets and
required periodic recapitalisation by the government.

Despite these challenges, bank nationalisation is widely
acknowledged as a pivotal reform that laid the foundation
for financial inclusion in India. It democratised credit,
enabled the Green Revolution by supporting agricultural

. Hmunmaandplayedamm!mlemmhonbuﬂdlm

Asemndrmmd of bank nationalisation followed in 1980,
six more banks under government control.
Together, these steps ensured that over 90% of the bank-
ing sector came under public ownership.
More than five decades later, as India now moves
towards consolidation and even partial privatisation of
banks, the events of July 19, 1969, remain a powerful
reminder of how financial policy can shape the destiny
of a nation.

SANUAY KHURANA
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