






Indian founders are building globally competitive prodhucts' 
As theAI supercycle picks up, 
Krishna Mehra,AI Partner 
at Elevation Capital, breaks 
doun the venture capital 
firn'sAI investment thesis. In 
aconversation with Ayanti 

Bera, he spells out what 
makes Indian founders 
Competitive globally, how to 
Cut through the AI noise, and 
whyproduct craft and 
adaptability trump 
traditional moats in 
today's Al cycle. Excerpts: 

What areas in AI is Elevation 
Capital most excited about 
right now? 

We've been extremely 
active in the pastyear, with 
15 to 20 new and follow-on 
investments across the AI 
spectrum.Our investments 
span core areas such as 
developertools and data 
infrastructure, horizontal 
and vertical applied AI, and 

Al-driven services. These bets 
are driven by the belief that 
India's engineering and 
product talent can build 
globally defining companies. 

What's happening in 
applied AI, and 
where are the 

promising use cases 
coming from? 

In the Applied AI 
space,we've seen 
horizontal plays,ie, products 
used by designers,video 
editors, ortraders, where 
bottom-up adoption is strong. 
Vertical AIis also heating up. 
We're seeing compelling 
innovation in healthtech, 
financial services, and even 
construction. We believe this 
sector is insulated from 
disruption t on by large companies 

tstill ipe for change. but: 

You also mentioned AI in 

services-what's 

happening there? 
This is a fast-evolving 

category.We divide it into 
three buckets: customer 
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�KPO/BPO-style suPPAaws.and 
code/system 
integration.While 
some startips are AI 
native from day one, 

others are buying out 
traditional services firms 

to reinvent them and some 
others are building tools for 
existing service providers. 
We're s e seeing activity across 
all three models. 

A common observation is 
that Indian AI startups scale 
only after gaining traction 
in the Valley. Do you agree? 

Idon't think it's about 
geography but about the 
phase of the AI cycle. We're 
still early, and there is a 

massive white space. Indian 
founders are smart and 

ambitious and many validate 
their ideas here using the 
large-scale Indian tech 
eco_ystem but lookabroad 

for monetisation, given a 
stronger willingness to pay. 
Building forglobal markets is 
not optionalit's 

fundamental to becoming a 
category-defining company. 

What are you looking for in 
founders starting anAI 
venture? 

In Al, every three months, 

INALEYERY THREE 
MONTHS PRODUCT: 

MARKET FITAND 
MOATS CAN SHIFT SO 

THE REAL MOAT RIGHT 
NOWIS ADAPTABILITY 

product-market fit and 
moats can shift, so the real 
moat right now 
is adaptability. 
We are 
looking for 
founders 
with high 
product craft, 
strong 

distribution instincts, and 
the hustle to reinvent 
themselves constantly. 

How are you assessing AI 
startup valuations, 
especially compared to 
other sectors? 

In Al, what used to take 
two years can now be built in 

three months. 
Adoption is equally 
fast, both for top 
down and 
bottom-up. 
That's why 
valuations are 

high. We've 
seen seed 
stage 
companies 
hit $3 

million 
annual 

recurring 
revenue (ARR) in 

aunder 18 months. 

Some deals are being done at 
50xor even 200x revenue 
multiples. But we don't lead 
with valuation � we lead 
with conviction. Ifwe deeply 
believe in a founder or an 
idea, valuation becomes a 
secondary conversation. 

What are the red flags you 
watch out forin Al pitches? 

We try to gauge if the 
traction is real or just hype. Is 
the adoption based on true 
pain points or 
experimentation? Also, is the 
product truly Al-native or 
just a thin layer of AI on a 
legacy tool? And finally, with 
SO much noise, can the 
founder cut through the 
clutter and stand out? 

What are the key execution 
ch foryour 

lio companies? 
Adaptability is a big one. 

Founders need to constarty 
evolve as LLMs shift the 

i beneath them. 
Ative distribution is 
another challenge.Ahd talnt, 
especially AI researchers, i: 
extremely hard to hie.Bu 
India has strong AI 
engineering talent tla:'s 
world-class and is bilding 
globally competitivep:oducts. 
What trends are ya1seeing 
now? 

We're seeing a wve of 
multi-modal innovtion 
voice is huge, and agnts that 
execute end-to-endvorkflows 
are gaining tractjonWith 
memory, model arcitectures, 
and video/imagetem 
evolving fast, the nettyear 
could be game-anging. 
We're still early n the AI 
supercycle. Ifya're hungry 
andambitious, here's never 
been a bettertine to build. 
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PM DHAN-DHAANYA KRISHI YO.JANA 

Scheme to develop 
100 agri districts 
across country gets 
Cabinet go-ahead 
36 existing schemes with an annual 
outlay of Rs 24,000 cr to be converged 

HARIKISHAN SHARMA 
NEW DELHI, JULY 16 

THE UNION Cabinet 
Wednesday approved the 'Prime 
Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi 
Yojana (PMDDKY), which envis 
ages development of 100 agricul 
tural districts through the conver 
gence of existing schemes withan 
annual outlay of 
Rs 24,000 crore peryear. 

On 

"The scheme will be imple 
mented through convergence of 
36existingschemes across 11 de 

and local partnerships with the 
private sector," said an official 
statement issued afterthe Cabinet 
meeting. 

Union Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw briefs media on 
the Cabinet decisions.ANI 

partments, other State schemestrit, Itwill include agriculture and 

Atabriefing on the Cabinet's 
decisions, Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw said the schemewould 

be implemented for six years be 
ginning from 2025-26."Amaster 
plan will be prepared for each dis 

other állied activities," Vaishnaw 
said. He said the schemewould 
benefit about1.7 Crore fariners. 

The scheme was first an 
nounced by Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharamanin her Budget 
speech earlier this year. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE2 



"Agri districts 

Saying that the government 

was "motivated by the success of 

the aspirational districts pro 
gramme", she had said the 
schemewould cover"100 districts 

with low productivity, moderate 
ropintensity and below-average 

Credit parameters". Cropping in 
tensity is a measure of how effi 
dentlyland is used-the number 
of crops grown in the area in an 
agriculturalyear (July-June). 

"Onehundred districtswill be 
identified based on three key in 
dicators of low productivity, low 
cropping intensity, and less credit 
disbursement. The number of dis 
trictsin each state/Union Territory 
will be based on the share of net 
cropped area and operational 

holdings. However, a minimumof 

one district will be selected from 
each state" the official statement 
said on WNednesday. 

The scheme aims to enhance 
agriculturalproductivity, increase 
adoption of crop diversification 
and sustainable agricultural prac 
tices, augment post-harvest stor 
age at the panchayat and block 
levels, improve irrigation facilities 
and facilitate availability of long 
term and short-term credit," it 
said. 

According to the statement, 
committeeswill beformed atthe 

district, state and national levels 
foreffective planning, implemen 
tation and monitoring of the 
scheme. Central nodal officers will 
be appointed for field visits, re 
view and monitoring. 

Adistrictagriculture and allied 
activities plan will be finalised by. 

theDistrict Dhan Dhaanya Samiti, 
which will be headed by the dis 
trictcollectorandincude progres 
sive farmers as members."The 
district plans will be aligned to the 
national goals of crop diversifica 
tion, conservation of water and 
soil health, self-sufficiency in agi 
culture and allied sectors as well 
as expansion of natural and or 
ganic farming," the statement 
said. 

In addition, Central and State 
agriculture universities will be as 
signed each district as technical 
knowledge partner. 

The scheme is designedon the 
lines of the 'Aspirational Districts 
Programme' thatwas launched by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 
January 2018 in 112 most under 
developed districts across the 
country. 

In PMDDKÝ too, the Dhan 
Dhaanya districts will be ranked 
based on their performance. A 
portal/ dashboard will be devel 
oped to monitor the progress of 
the schemeineachdistricton 117 
key performance indicators on a 
monthly basis, said the statement. 

"As the targeted outcomes in 
these 100 districts will improve, 
the overall average against key 
performance indicators will rise 
for the country. The scheme will 
resultin higher productivity, value 
addition in agriculture and allied 
sector, local livelih0od creation 
and henceincrease domesticpro 
duction and achieve self-reliance 
(Atmanirbhar Bharat). As the in 
dicators of these 100 distriçts /m 
prove, thenational indicators will 
automatically show an upward 
trajectory." it said. 
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A world of our making 
PRATAP BHANU MEHTA 

INDIAN FOREIGN POLICY is in a deen 
morass that is often difficult to see. Out hy 
per-nationalism prevents us asking tough 
questions. The daily news cycle is caughtin 
tactical matters or image management for 
the government. Behind our failures lies a 
refusal of true realism, or a genuine con 
frontation with our predicament. 

This refusal of realism is marnifest in our 
diplomacy. The former foreign secretary, 
Jagat Mehta, often used to say at the Centre 
for Policy Research that the first exercise in 
approaching the world in any given situa 
tion should be to abstract out proper names, including that of your country, so that you 
are more ruthlessly objective about your 
task. Try and imagine how you appear to 
your toughest adversaries on the outside. 

India is rightly concerned, and is some 
what shocked, that it lost the diplomatic 
high ground after Operation Sindoor. VWe 
got boilerplate costless condemnations of 
terrorism, but also felt that no one stands 
with us. It was fascinating to contrast the 
breathless self-proclaimed triumphs of the 
parliamentary delegations and our govern 
ment with what other countries from the 
Global North and South were actually say 
ing, behind our backs, as it were. We can 
blame other countries' self-interest and 
their anti-India disposition for the failure to 

politically capitalise on Operation Sindoor. 
But we were so besotted with our sense of 
our case that we did not honestly confront 
how the case might appear to others. 

The rest of the world may be mistaken. 
These days, no country has much of a moral 
legto stand on. But it is worth asking why the 
moral distinction between India and 
Pakistan was diplomatically much harder to 
convey than we thought. There are four rea 
sons. I have no idea what we might actually 
be doing in Balochistan. But there is little 
doubtthat our security establishment brags, 
sotto voce, about using the Balochistan crisis against Pakistan: In doing so, we ourselves múddy the waters about the use of prOxies, and targeting on the basis ofreligion. 

The. violence in Balochistan and 
Kashmir, for the rest of the world, gets con 
nected, in a chain of associations. In the 
backdrop of the fact that we have a govern 

India's foreign policy reflects a refusal of true realism. It 
shies away from a confrontation withour predicament 

One ought to feel sorty for 
the able diplomats of the 
MEA. Their political and 
national security masters 
have made their job more 
difficult even before they 
have begun. So, India's 
moral claims now invite a 
long 'meh' at worst. And 
since our foreign policy 
establishment is easily 
satiged with therag 

meaningless communique 
that makes the evening 
headline, that is at best 
what we get. 

ment that does not exactly have a stellar 
reputation on moral condemnation of tar 
geting people on account of their religion, it 
makes it easy for the world to say that these 
horrendous killings are, as one diplomat 
once put it, "one of those periodic South 
Asian things". This is condescending. but 
we invited it. 

Second, we are missing the point on anx 
ieties on the nuclear front. Both sides may 
be right in thinking that, in principle, they can control an escalatory ladder. But focus 
on rational control of escalatory ladders does 
not address genuine worries about acci 
dents. In the minds of India and Pakistan, 
this may be a controlled operation. But any 
confrontation between nuclear powers is; 
risky. When Donald Trump brags about pre venting nuclear 'war, listen to the undery-
ing concern, not the surface drama or his 
put-down of Narendra Modi. He is in effect 
saying that even the smallest step to war makes India and Pakistan a problem for the 
rest of the world. Pakistan has no diplomatic 
high ground to lose. But war will always 
make India lose its moral high ground. War 
makes India a problem for the world. 

Third, wasn't it a matter of pride among our diplomats to say to Europe and the rest of the world that Ukraine was their prob 
lem? If the gobbling up of a whole sover 
eign nation is "their problem", nota matter 
of.principle, guess what? Terrorism is alsó 
not "their problem. What is their problem 
is the riskof nuclear accidents.,And finally, 
India's absolute loss of credibility in the 
Global South. A country that cannot so 
much as morally squeak on whatis nowal 
most universally acknowledged as an on 
going genocide in Gaza, obsessing over ter 
rorism adds narcissism to the charge of 
moral abdication. Add to this the fact that 
we botched our credibility as a state on 
meaningless operations allegedly targeting 
useless Khalistan activists in Canada and 
the US. Furtheradd to this the fact that not 
allowinganopendomestic discussion even 
on the bare facts of the war furthers our 
credibility crisis. Even our truths become 
less credible. 

One ought to feel sorry for the able diplo 
mats of the MEA. Theirpolitical and national 

security masters have made their jobmore 
difficult even before they have begun. So, 
India's moral claims now invite a long"meh 
atworst. And since our foreign policy estab 
lishment is easily satiated with the mean 
ingless communique that makes the 
evening headline, that is at best what we get. 

The other disposition impeding clear 
thinking is our approach to realism. The cur 
rent dispensation's interpretation of real 
ism is not actual realism about the state of 
the world: It is a simple inversion of some 
perceived past of Indian foreign policy. This 
supposed realism, with its fantasies of tran 
Scending India's South Asian context, has 
led to such a spectacular misreading of the 
neighbourhood that we hav¹ lost much of 
the neighbourhood. This is a realism that 
thought that the excessive courting of 
America was a sign of machismo. America 
is important to India. India's political econ 
omy might yet save India from selling the 
entire store to the US. But one of the deep 
est ironies in the recent excessive craving 
for validation from the US is that the pro 
America lobby has never had confidence 
about building India's own strengths. 

Itportrayed dom�stic defeatismas aform 
of strength. It is not ünwise to try and cut 
workabledeals with the Trumpadministra 
tion. Butto think these deals will be oursal 
vation, or that they will miraculously be a 
catalyst for domestic reform, make us seçure 
against China, enhance our global moral 
standing, allow us to sortout our problens in 
the neighbourhood, is sheer fantasy. And it 
prevents us from seeing what the American 
project is: A project of global dominànc�. 
Resistingit will require a different tool kit 

A senior Chinese communist once said 
that regimes sometimes have to lie to the 
people, sometimes control information and 
produce propaganda. But then he added:t 
While it might be necessary for leaders to 
aometimes lie to the people, itis important 
they do not ie to themselves.*Our lack of 
realism comes from the fact thatour estab 
lishment has come to believe the lies it is 
trying to tell the people. 

The writer is çontributing editor, 
The Indian Express 
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China's GDP growth data 
Why have the data released this week surprised global analysts for the second time in two quarters? 
What domestic and external challenges does China's economy face, and how has it managed them? 

NEW DELHI, JULY 16 

CHINA'S GDPgrew 5.2% in the second quarter 
(April-June) of 2025, according to official fig 
ures released on Tuesday. This means that de 
spite the high tarift's imposed by United States 
President Donald Trump, the value of the eco 
nomic output (that is, all goods and services) 
inside Chinaduringthe secondquarter of2025 
was52% more than theeconomic output dur 
ing the same quarter of2024(Chant 1) 

This is the second consecutive quarter in 
which China's GDP growth has beaten the 
expectations of global analysts. In the first 
quarter (January-March), the Chinese econ 
omy grew even faster, at 5.4% on an annu 
alised basis, Market estimates hadpegged its 
second-quarter GDP growth at about 4.5%. 

At this rate, China looks set to achieve its 
annual growth target of "around 5%". 
However, most analysts outside the country 
still expect China's growth to slow down in 
the second half of the year. 

China's economic challenge... 
For three decades, China's economy grew 

at an explosive pace on the back of a historic 
manufacturing boom that allowed it to cap 
ture an ever increasing share of global ex 
ports. Within the country, there was a mas 
sive expansion of physical infrastrUcture. This 
dependence on exports (on the external 
front) and real estate (on the domesticfront) 
Created structural imbalances. 

Over the past several years, many coun 
tries have turned away from globalisation 
and global trade, even as their economies 
have slowed. As the share of exports in 
China's GDP has fallen, its growth has been 
affected. That said, even now exports con 
tribute around 20% of the Chinese GD. 

With China's domestic consumer base 
still struggling to recover from theeconomic 
shock of the Covid-19 disruption, the coun 
try's economy was hit by a collapse of its 
booming real estate market. The downfallof 
Evergrande, once the world's most valuabje 
real estate company, underlined the scala 

and consequences of the crisis. 
Real estate figured prominently among 

prices of property hit consumer Confidene 
further, dampened the overall demand for 
goods and services, and slowed down Chinst 
domestic engines of growth. 

Adirect falloutwas an increase in unem 
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people's household assets - the crashing ing deflationary pressures (Chart 2), which 

refers to prices going down year on year. 
Deflation, the opposite of inflation, often difficult than containing high inflation be-

presents serious problems for an economy. 
purchases in the hope of buying the same As prices start to fall,consumers hold back 
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A deflationary spiral means there is no 
incentive for businesses to invest or pro 
duce goods, and this results in the economy 
stagnating, Resolving deflation can be more 

cause there is only so much that policymak-
ers can do in terms of cutting interest rates 
and increasing government spending to 

the pandemic spotlighted the dangers of 
high dependence on China and led to efforts 
by countries to diversify by adopting a 
China+1 strategy.In the US, the Biden admin 
istration continued with the tarifs imposed 
by the first Trump administration and tok 
other policy initiatives (such as the CHIPS 
Act) to boost the American semiconductor 
industry and contain China's advance incrit 
ical new technology areas. 

Indeed, in the years after the pandemic, 
the world's largest economy has increased 
the lead over its nearest competitor. In 2021, 
China'seconomy was around 75% the size of 
the US economy; in 2024, China's GDPwas 
only 64%of the US's 

Between 2021 and 2024, the USecoromy 
grew from an annual nominal GDP of $23.6 
trillion to $29.1 trillion, China's annual GDP 
during this same period increased by less 
from $17.8 trillion to S18.2 trillion. 

...And how it has coped 
Many had expected Trump's tariff war 

would significantiy affect the Chinese e�on 
omy. Butthe data since the start of2025 have 
been counterintuitive. While the USeconoy 
shrank in the first quarter and there are per 
sistent worries about a recession, China has 
maintaineda steady grOwth momentum. 

China's GDP growth rate has moderated 
from the first quarter, but underlying data 
show manufacturing growth has remained 
resilient, and industrial production contin 
ues to beat forecasts. 

Chinese exports too have continued to 
grow. Even thoughexports to the US havere 
portedly fallen 26%, the gap has been more 
than filled by a rise in exports to other desti 
nations suchas the ASEAN Countries, Africa, 
and the European Union. 

There is one other, fundamental question: 
can data from China's National Bureau of 
Statistics be trusted? 

China's national accounts havenever en joyed credibility of the kind that Western 
economies witha free press and transparent reporting standards have had. Thus, every time China's data beats expectations, ques tions are raised on its Credibility. But doubts over China's GDP data are gradually receding. Researchby Barcelona et al (Chart 3) published on June 6 on the US Federal Reserve website, concludes: ".Assessing the accuracy of China's GDP growth remains a challenge and no statisti cal model can provide a definitive alterna tive measure. But our analysis suggests that official figures have not recently been over The supply chain disruption caused by stating GDP growth.." 
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E Farmers' body warns against US deal, says 
protests will intensify' if concerns ignored 
RAVI DUTTA MISHRA 
NEW DELHI, JULY 6 

THE INDIAN Coordination 
Committee of Farmers 
Movements (ICCFM), a network 
offarmers' organisations across 11 
states including Uttar Pradesh, 
Haryana, Punjab, Karmataka, Tamil 

Nadu andMaharashtra, has urged 
the govemment to exclude all as 
pects of agriculture from the US 
trade deal in order to protect the 
interests of Indian farmers. 

"If the Indian government 
moves forward with trade deals 
that overiook critical issues affect 
ing our famers, movements like 
ours will be compelled to inten 
sify ourprotests againstsuch anti 
farmer policies. However, we are 
hopeful that the same sentiment 
which led India to wisely with 

draw from the RCEP trade negoti 
ations will prevail in this case as 
well" the farmers' body said ina 
statement to the government 
amid ongoing negotiations. 

In a letter to Commerce 
Minister Piyush Goyal, the ICCFM 
warmed that granting duty-free 
access to US agriculturalproducts 
under a trade agreement could 
have serious consequences. It 
noted that the US has been en 
gaged in a trade war with China, 
Mexico, and Canada since 2018, 
which has severely affected its 
agiculturalexports. 

The US trade deficit in agri 
culture has nearty doubled, indi 
cating a significant surplus they 
may seekto ofload onto markets 
like India. For example, soybean 
exports from the US dropped 
from $34.Abillion in 2022 to $24.5 
billion in 2024, while cornexports 

The US trade deficit 
lin agriculture has 

nearly doubled, indicating 
a significant surplus they 
may seek to offload onto 
markets like India" 
-INDIAN COORDINATION 
COMMITTEE OF FARMERS 
MOVEMENTS 

fell from $18.6 billion to $13.9 bil 
lion during the same period," the 
letter stated. The ICCEM further 
emphasised the risk to Indian 
farmers, stating that the US gov 
ernment is among the world's 
largest agricultural subsidisers. 
The 2024 Farm Bill has allocated 
a staggering $1.5 trillion towards 
farm subsidies. These substantial 
supports not only restrictagricul 

tural imports into the US but also enable American products to e ter export markets at artificially lowprices., Allowing such heavily subsidised US imports into India, the ICCFM argued, would under mine India's longstanding posi tion at the Worid Trade Organization (WTO) against these very subsidies. 
Notably.arecent reportby the State Bankof India cautioned that 

opening India's dairy sector to US imports could result in an annual loss of Rs L03 lakh crore to Indian dairy farmers. It highlighted that 
milkpricesin India coud drop by 
at least 15 per cent if the sector is 
opened up, significanty affecting 
the livelihoods of small dairy 
farmers due to the heavily sub 
sidised US dairy industry. 

FULL REFPORT ON 

www.indianexpress.cOm 



Cos tighten digital leash on staff to block data leaks 
Ban Mobiles, Geo-Block Emails To Protect 

Trade Secets, Thwart Cyber Threats 
Parag.Dave@timesofindia.com 

Ahmedabad: A wave of 
Companies in Gujarat has be 

gun imposing srict digital 
controls on employees, de 
ployingmulti-layered surve 
illance systems to protect 
trade secrets and customer 

data from corporate espiona 
ge and cyberthreats. 

Firms across banking, 
pharmaceuticais, chemi 
cals, and FMCG sectors are 

implementing several rest 
rictions that include loca 
tion-based email blocks, 
smartphone bans in produc 
tion areas, screenshot-disab 

led devices and automated 
alerts trìggered when sensi 
tive information is shared 
externally. 

The security crackdowWn 
has intensified over the past 
two years as Companies 
scramble to safeguard intel 
lectual property, manufactu 
ring processes and strategic 
business information from 
competitors and hackers. 

�Most chemicalcompani 
es are taking necessary mea 
Sures to maintain confiden 
tiality. Smartphones are not 
allowed on the floor to pro 
tect process integrity. Simi 
larly, pen drives are restric 

The security 
crackdown has 
intensified over the 
past two years as 

companies 
Scramble to 

safeguard intellectual property, manufacturing 
processes and strategic business information 
from competitors and hackers 

ted on office systems, and da 
ta is stored on the cloud rat 
her than locally. Such is the 
focus on data security that 
code names are given to eve 
rything, right from raw ma 
terial to process inputs, " sa 
id Manish Kiri,formerpresi 
dentof the Gujarat Dyestuffs 

Manufacturers' Association 
(GDMA). 

Co-operative banks have 
also begun adopting similar 
cybersecurity protocols. The 
Rajkot Nagarik Sahakari 
Bank Limited has deployed a 
multi-layered system to pro 
tect its digital infrastructu 

re. 'Accessing official email 

via the internet is limnited to 
employees, while senior 

others can accesS official 

email only on their office 
desktops," said Dinesh Pat 
hak, chairman of the bank. 

We'verestricted USB ac 
cess, implemented mobile 
device management (MDM) 
systemsto block screenshots 
and file sharing, and added 
alerts that notify us if an 
employee attempts to emaila 
customer's name, phone 
number, PAN Or Aadhaar de 
tails outside the bank's net 
work. We've also taken steps 
to mitigate ransomware 
risks," he adds. 

Continued on P5 



Must ensure sensitive 
data is not misused' 

Continued fromn P1 

ramod Sharda, CEO of 
a global corporate 
email and collabora 

tion solutions provider, 
said there has been a 
marked increase in de 
mand for such controls in 
the past two years. 

"In Gujarat, companies 
in banking and financial 
services, pharmaceuticals, 
chemicals, textiles and 
FMCG are increasingly de 
ploying tools that limit em 
ployee activity on enter 
prise platforms. Most fol 
low a bring your own de 
vice (BYOD) policy but 
restrict functions such as 
email access when employ 
ees are out of state, taking 
screenshots and sharing at 
tachments. These mea 
sures help ensure that sen 
sitive data is not leaked to 
competitors or misused," 
Sharda explained. 

We even use code 
names for products to con 
ceal manufacturing proc 

:esses. Digital data protec 

tion is vital, and we have im 
plemented multiple restric 
tions on employee access 
accordingly" saidapharma 
company's director, 
questinganonymity. 

re 

Munjal Patel, director of 
a leading pharma company 
said, "We are active in a very 
Competitive market where 
data, process and product 
security are a must. For the 
last three years, we have de 
cided not to allow smart 
phones at our plants. Only 
the plant head and depart 
ment head can use them." 

"Our email has several 
data security features. Only 
the top 5% of employees can 
forward any enmail to some 
one outside the company. 
Since pharma companies 
need to protect information 
related to packaging, molec 
ular formula and drug mas 
ter files, such precautions 
are required," he added. 

Nirav Shah, former pres 
ident, GESIA IT association 
said that these meaSures 
were already being imnple 
mented in the IT sector 
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Car't Turn Blind Eye To Diabetic Retinopathy 
Anuja.Jaiswal@timesofindia.com 

SEE THE DANGER: Vision Loss From Diabetes A National Crisis, Experts Say Retina Screening Must Be A Right, Not A Privilege 
New Delhi: India, often label 
led the diabetic capital of the 
world, faces an alarming crisis 
with over 77 million people di 
agnosed with diabetes and 25 
million as pre diabetics. In 2019 
alone, India recordeda stagge 

g one million diabetes-rela 
ted deaths. The most notable 
complication for diabetics is di 
abetic retinopathy (DR), an eye 
condition resulting from da 
mage to retinal blood vessels 
caused by high blood sugar 

rine 

Shockingly 16.9% of diabe 
tic individuals suffer from DR 
and 3.6% are at imminent risk 
of complete vision loss. Lea 
dingexperts in thefield say that 
without swift, decisive action 
in screening and treatment, the 
prevalence of blindness due to 
DR will escalate. AT the round 
tablehosted by The Times of In 
dia on Wednesday, experts said 
that the time to act was now 
delays would cost not only mo 
ney, but sight and lives. The ex 
perts called for DR screening to 
be made a fundamental right 
for diabetic patients by 2030. 

Experts flagged early de 
tection as the most effective 
way to stop DR-related vision 
loss. They stressed the urgent 
need for training frontline he 
alth workers and equipping 
primary care centres with 
screening tools like fundus ca 
meras. They wanted DRpriori 
tised under the National Non 
Communicable Disease Pro 
gramme to ensure it becamea 
core part of routine diabetic 
care across all health systems. 
They were emphatic about DR 
Screening under Ayushman 
Bharat, currently operational 
in only 12 states, being rolled 
aIt nationwide without delay. 

Public awareness was 
2DTET major gap. "Most dia 

India's diabetes burden is 
growing and how! 

so 

(in millions) 
150 

100 77M 

0 

Adults 
50 (20-79 years) 

had diabetes 

2019 

in 20193 

134.2M 

Projected 

Majority diagnosed late, 
after complications appear 

l million 

to rise 
by 2045 

43.9 million 

diabetes-related 
deaths in 2019 

cases undiagnosed 
National prevalence at 8.9% 

45% 

Diabetic Retinopathy (DR) 
is a growing threat 
Caused by damage to 
retinal blood vessels from high 
blood sugar 
Major public health challenge 
due to rising diabetes prevalence 

DR patients 
already had 
vision loss 
before diagnosis 

betics don't know DR exists 

until they lose vision, " experts 

said, urging largescale aware 

ness campaigns to promote re 

gular eye checks.The panelal 

ognted 

the need for ar 
and affordable treat. 

ment, especially in rural 

UNSEEN. UNDIAGNOSED, UNTREATED 

Dr Vishali Gupta, chief of retina and uvea services at Post Graduate lInstitute (PGI) of Medical Education 
and Research, Chandigarh; Dr Partha Biswas, president of All India Ophthalmological Society (AIOS) and 
medical director of Trenetralaya, Kolkata; Dr Ajay Aurora, executive director, vitireoretina consultant, 
Vision Plus Eye Centre, Noida: and Francois du Toit, Roche Pharma area head for CEETRIS (Central Eastern 
Europe, Turkey, Russia & Indian Subcontinent), at Mission Vision roundtable, a hea ative 
organised by The Times of India at India Habitat Centre on Wednesday 

By 2030, every individual with diabetes 
should have the fundamental right to retinal 

SCreenin9 
ougn po erom, public eduiaties. No 
awareness 
one should be missed 

Dr Chaitra Jayadev 
senior consultant, 
vitreoretina services, 
Narayana Nethralaya, 

A Bengaluru 

TIMES NATION 

National Diabetes & DR Survey (2015-2019) 
threw up troubling figures (in %) 

16.9 

Among those aged 50+ 

areas, arnd pushed for stronger 
public-private partnerships to 
expand reach and innovation. 

3.6 

India had 101 million diabe-
tics in 2024-a figure originally 
projected for 2030 -signifying 
the alarming pace of the disea 
se's spread. Dr Manisha Agar 

Just like Pulse Polio, diabetic 
retinopatny. awareness needs to reach every 
home. Public figures 
and masS outreach can 
turn the tide on 
preventable blindness 

Dr R Kim, president 
Vitreo Retina Society of 
India (VRSI), and chief 
medical officer, Aravind 
Eye Hospital, Madural 

11.8 

Had DR Had Sight-Threatening Had mild DR 
DR (STDR) Graphic: MN 

This is why screening & 
earty action matter 
Without tintervention, DR 
related blindness will increase 

wal, general secretary VSRI, 
and viteo-retina department 

nead at Dr Shro meardy half 
Eye 

Hospital, notedt 
of the world's diabetics lived in 

China, India and the US. 

Blindness trends will 
follow diabetes surge 

What experts say on 
tacking DR 
Mandatory Screening 
Eye screening must 
be compulsory for all 
diabetics 

vices, Narayana Nethralaya, 
Bengaluru, said that India had 
national frameworks like the 
National Controlof Visual Im 
pairment and National Pro 
gramme for Control of Blind. 

Dr Chaitra Jayadev, senior ness, butstrongerpolicy enfor 
consultant, vitreo-retinal sercement was essential to effec 

Capacity Building 
Train workforce and 
upgrade screening 
infrastructure 

NCD Programme 
Alignment 
Make DRa priority within 
National Programme 
For Prevention And 
Control Of Non 
Communicable Diseases 

Public Awareness 
Drive campaigns on DR 
risks and early detection 

Accessible Treatmet 
Affordable care must be 
widely available 
Publlc-Private 
Partnershlps 
End gage private sector to 
scale r 

Ayushman Bharat Rollout 
Implement nationwide DR 
Screening 
Currently active 
in only 12 states 

Disease progresson is silent yet severe 
R progresses Many remain 

slowly and without asymptomatic 
Symptoms re9-for 10-15 years 

THE TIMES OF INDIA, AHMEDABAD 

THURSDAY, JULY 17, 2025 

Delayed diagnosis 
common without 
routine screening 

tively address DR. A national 
mandate should require dia 
betologists, endocrinologists 
and physicians to physically 
stampprescriptions with a cle 
ar message: "Get your retina 
screened by an ophthalmolo 
gist." Many patients skipped 

SCreening simply because the 
ir doctor didn't advise it, Jayá 
dev pointed out, adding that 
this gap could only be addres 
sed through govt action. 

Taking advantage of the 
widespread smartphone use, 
the experts suggesteda month 
ly voice alertreminding diabe 
tics to get their eyes screened. 
"It's simple, cost-effective and 
could prevent avoidable blind 
ness," one expertsaid. 

DRremains aneglected he 
alth crisis in India, commen 

ted Dr Rajni Kant Srivastava, 
ICMR-chair, disease elimina 
tion, founder- director, ICMR 
Regional Medical Research 
Centre, Gorakhpur, 
and visiting profes 
sor at SEARCH. 
Gadchiroli. 
bring real change, 

müst present a We strong policv de docu 
ment that identifies 
existing gaps and 
actionable solu 

" he said. He tions," 
urged for the integ 
ration of diabetic 
eye care into the na 
tional programmes, citing Ke 
rala's successful screening 
model and the potential of te 
lemedicine in remote areas. 

Speaking virtually DrKMa 
�an Gopal, advisor on public he 
alth administration at NHSRC, 
a premier think tank of the 
Union health ministry said that 
over 1.7 lakh health and well 
ness centres were operational 
for daily consultations. Trained 
Workers conducted initialscree 
nings and connected patients to 
doctors at district hospitals or 
medical colleges. States like 
Kerala, Andhra Pradesh andTe 
langana are piloting tele oph 
thalmology for diabetic eye ca 
re. Urbam centres with stronger 

re also testing infrastructure are 
this," he said. While implemen 
tation was currently limited, he 

added, the model 
held promise though 
scaling it nationally 
would require signi 
ficant investment. 

Rajwinder 
Mehdwan, MD & 
CEO, Roche Phar 
ma India, urged he 
alth leaders to 
framea sharp, actio 
nablepolicy to bring 
DR into govt focus. 
"We have expertise 

A publc heath initiative by 

Supported by 

"Retina health is closely ti 
ed to the twin silent epidemics 
of diabetes and hypertension 
in India," noted Dr Indu Bhus 
han, independent director, 
Corporate and Non-Profit Bo 
ards, ex-CEO, Ayushman Bha 
rat, ex-director-general ADB 
and former IAS officer, while 
calling for preventive scree 
ning at health and wellness 
centres, use of Alenabled tele-
ophthalmology and task-shif 
tng to trained non-doctor 

staff for first-line checks. He 
also wanted retinal surgeries 
included in PMJAY. 

(Roche> 

in public-private partners 
hips, screening, and treatmnent 
access. But for real change, we 
need a clearnarrative thatgets 
govt's attention - like it did 
with polio or cataract," she sa 
id. She emphasised Roche's re 
adiness to support with proven 
models and called for uniied 
action to move from problem 
recognition topolicy impact. 

Other 
ated in thsWho partic 

I table wre 
Dr Bhavna Chawla, protè 
retinoblastoma and ocukar 
cology services, and Dr Vh 

itN tiuesr 

a services, AII\IS, Dehi Dr 
Muna Bhende. �irNtE rA 
reo-retinal servi arr 
Nethralaa, Chena. 



their opening Zhu to resign in the next six moves. 
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It's Right To 
Free Speech 
Vs Right To 
Life: Court 

Take call by Monday on screening of 
Udaipur Files, SC tells I&B ministry 

Dhananjay.Mahapatra 
atimesofindia.com 

New Delhi: Suprenme Court 
on Wednesday asked the spe 
cial committee constituted 
by the ministry of informa 
tion and broadcasting to de 
cide by Monday pleas oppos 
ing screening of censor 
board cleared 'Udaipur 
Files: Kanhaiya Lal Tailor 
Murder' on the ground that 
the movie, based on the be 
heading of the Udaipur tai 
lor for allegedly blasphem 
ing Prophet Muhammad, 
marked shocking and vi 
cious vilification of Mus 
lims. 

timing of 10.54 seconds. 

Senior advocate Kapil 
Sibal, who appeared for Mau 
lana Arshad Madani, and se 
nior advocate Menaka Gu 
ruswamy, who appeared for 
prime accused in Kanhaiya 

SC asked the police to protect 
the film's producer and his son 
who have received death threats 

Lal's beheading case Mo 
hammad Javed, argued 
against release of the film al 
leging that it vilified a partic: 
ular community, would prej 
udice the trial in the murder 

case, put the accused's life in 
danger and also derogated 
the judiciary A bench of Jus 
tices Surya Kant and Joyma 
lya Bagchi also asked the po 
lice to ensure protection of 
the producer of the film and 
his son who have received 

death threats. 
For the film producer, se 

nior advocate Gaurav Bhatia 

told the bench that the film 

was cleared by Central Board 
of Film Certification (CBFC) 

after incorporation of 55 
cuts. He said the petitioners 
moved Delhi HC at the elev 
enth hour to stall release of 
the film, adding that the pro 
ducer was suffering huge suffering huge 
losses apart from stifling of 
his free speech. 

Terming the case a con 
test between right to free 
speech and right to life, the 
Justice Kant-led bench asked 
the committee constituted 

by the l&Bministry to decide 
Madani's representation 
against release of the film by 
Monday, the next date of 
hearing. It also allowed coun 
sel for the main accused in 
the beheading case to partici 
pate in the proceedings be 
fore the committee. 

The bench those who ap 
prehend the trial getting 
prejudiced had a right to be 
heard. It also considered the 
threats allegedly received by 
the producer and his son 
warning them against re 
leasing the film. The SC 
asked the police to evaluate 
the threat perception and 
take appropriate steps to pro 
tect them. 

While all tne 12 players n 

Sibal said he, as counsel 

for Madani, had watched the 
film during an HC-ordered 
special screening. "Once I 
saw the movie, I was shaken 
in every sense. It is a com 
plete thematic dissertat 
of hate." 

The bench pointed to Sib 
al's advocacy of free speech 
and recalled telling the se 
nior advocate that he would 
one day be arguing against 
free speech. This is one such 
OCcasion, Justice Kant said. 

Sibal said, "See the mo 
vie. It is something that gen 
erates violence... seeds vio 
lence. It is complete vilifica 
tion of one community and 
not one positive aspect of the 
community is projected in 
the movie-víolence, homo 
sexuality denigration of 
Women. It is unthinkable 
that a democratic nation 
would allow screening of 
suchafilm." 

Bhatia said, "Beheading 
of the tailor and posting of 
its video on social media had 
more than one crore views. 

Videos were released prior 
to the beheading and after 
accomplíshing the sinister 
and gruesome act." 

1 



Goyal asks missions 
to push exports amid 
global headwinds 
Rajeev Jayaswal 
letters@híndustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: Union commerce 
and industry minister Piyush 
Goyal has asked commerce rep 

resentatives in 74 Indian mis 
sions abroad to jdentdress export opportunities, 

non-tariff barrierS and 
strengthen communication 
between embassies and industry 
to boost the countrys exports 
amid global headwinds. 

new 

"Reiterated the rote of Mis-
sions in supporting trade, tech-
nology, tourism and investment 
promotion and called for robust 
reporting via Trade Connect to 
maximise global outreach," the 
minister saíd in a post on X after 
the meeting. 

He emphasiscd the need for 
missions abroad to have proact-
ive market cngagcment. 
enhanced trade intelligencc and 
closer collaboration with Indian 
exporters. "Minister of Comn 
merce and Industry interacted 
with heads of the commercal 
wings posted in 74 Indian Mis 
sions abroad across 6l countries 
on l6th July 2025 rough video 
conference to review and 
strengthen India's global rade 
and commercial engagement 
strategy," the commerce minis 
try said in a statement. 

During the meeting, key 
Indian missions made detailed 
presentations on trade promno 
tion activities, challenges in mar 
ket acces, and sectoral insights. 
The minister acknowledged the 
missions as the first point of con 
tact for India's commercial and 
economic diplomacy, underscor 
ing their responsibility in pro 
moting Indian exports and facili 
tating stronger engagement with 
the host countries, it said. 

In his address, Goyal empha 
sised the need for proactive 
trade intelligence gathering, 
including updates on market 
trends, sectoral developments, 
and regulatory frameworks, it 
said. 

He asked them to focus on 

Piyush Goyal, commerce and 
industry minister. AP 

sharing of innovative strategy 
and best practices that yielded 
good results in trade promotion 
and attracting investment into 
India. He asked them to focus on 
investment. trade. tourism and 
technology. 

The minister stressed on reg 
ular dissemination of trade advi 
sorics to identify demarnd-supply 
gaps and opportunities for 
Indian exporters. He called for 
cnhanced alignment between 
dc tmássions and the department 
of comnmerce through data 
driven planning and effective 
use of digital platforms like the 
DGFT rade connect portal. 

The meeting also addressed 
operational and logistical chal 
lenges, including the need for 
adequate resources, efficient 
posting of commercial officers, 
and improved coordination to 
support initiatives under the 
Make in India and Production 
Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes, 
the statement said. 

The minister called for 
greater synergy among the mis 
sions, export promotion coun 
cils, and Indian industry stake 
holders to achieve the nation's 
ambition of becoming a global 
export powerhouse. 

Prior to Goyal's interaction 
with the missions, commerce 
secretary Sunil Barthwal started 
the interaction emphasising the 
critical role of Indian missions 
abroad for overall growth of 
exports and investment. 



Rains trigger extensive waterlogging 
inHisar, Bhiwani;farmers in distress 
6,000 acres submerged; growers dêmand urgent drainage 
DEEPENDER DESWAL 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

HISAR, JULY 17 
Above-average 
rainfall has triggered exten 
sive waterlogging across sev 
eral villages in Hisar and 
Bhiwani districts, threaten 
ing kharif crops and spark 
ing panic among farmers. 

monsO0n 

Hundreds of acres of paddy 
and other seasonal crops 
have been submerged, with 
at least 12 villages includ 
ing Dhanana, Mitathal, Talu, 
Chang, Sukhpura, Baliyali, 
Ghuskani, Kharak, Sisai, 
Bandaheri, and Adampur 
facing flood-like conditions. 

The situation is particular 
ly alarming in Chang, where 
1,100 acres are under water. 
Other badly hit villages 

include Alampu (1,050 
acres), Ghuskani (900 acres), 
Baliyali (850 acres) and Ban 
daheri (500 acres). ln some 

areas, standing water has 

reached up to four feet. 
destroying crops and halting 
further sowing activities, 

If the water is not drained 

within a week, we won't be 
able to replant paddy 
saplings, leading to Complete 
losses this season," farmers 

warned. They also fear 
delayed sowing of rabi crops 
if the situation persists. 

In Bhiwani, the All India 
Kisan Sabha staged 
protest outside the Deputy 
Commissioner's office, 
demanding immediate 
deployment of drainage 
machinery and compensa 

tion for affected farmers. A 
memorandum was submit 
ted to the administration 
and the DC assured protest 
ers that action would be ini 
tiated sOon. 

Meanwhile, in Hisar's 
Adampur region, MLA 
Chander Prakash visited 
affected villages including 
Siswal, Adampur, Ladwi, 

Mahalsra and Kohli. He 
directed revenue and irriga 
tion officials to expedite 
water drainage. 

G 
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"Crops like jowar, bajra, 
maize, cotton, guar and 
moong have been severely 
damaged," farmers 
informed him. The MLA 
demanded immediate crop 
damage surveys and com- I 
pensation. 
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S5tn inflowneeded across sectors 
to address dimate challenge: Deloitte 
NEW DELHI, JULY I7 

India will require USD 1.5 tril 

lion investment by 2030 across 

key areas to address the cli 

mate challenge at scale, accord 

ing to a Deloitte India report. 
The investments will be 

driven by India's efforts 
towards renewable energy, 
biofuels, decarbonisation and 
sustainable infrastructure to 
combat climate change, the 
report, The climate response: 
Tapping into India's climate 
and energy transition oppor-
tunity, said. 

The reporthighlighted water 
security, sustainable agricul 
ture, sustainable transport 
infrastructure, circular econo 
my, waste management and 
digital systems and platforms 
as critical areas of investment 
that drive India's climate and 
energy transition initiative. 

Water security, circular economy'critical' areas 

Deloitte 
The report also suggested 

that reaching the goal of 500 
GW of RE capacity will need 
around USD 200-250 billion in 
investment by 2030, covering 
areas such as advanced manu 
facturing, grid integration and 
systen expansion. 

India will have to add 300 
GW of RE capacity by 2030 to 
bridge the gap between its 
current rent capacity and the 

Furthermore, RE capacity 
addition will also need to be 
supported by scaling up 
energy storage infrastruc 
ture by eightfold, necessitat 
ing USD 250-300 billion in 
capex by FY30. 

said, This investment will 
reduce emissions, boost job 
creation, enhance energy 
security and protect vulnera 
ble communities from ci 
mate risks." 

announced target of 500 GW access to climate inance will 
of RE capacity. 

Viral Thakker, Partner and 
Sustainability and Climate 
Leader, Deloitte South Asia, 

Financial instruments, such 
as green bonds, climate funds 
and blended finance models, 
are important in mobilising 
capital for sustainability initia 
tives. Unlocking investment 
scale and ensuring equitable 

help drive long-term resiience 
in India's most climate-sensi 
tive sectors, he said. 

By strategically harnessing 
climate finance, nia can 
accelerate its decarbonisation 
efforts, offering immense 
investment potential in sec 

rowth 
tors poised for sustainable 
growth 'and innovation, 
Thakker said.� PTI 



From HArchies 

INDIAN INDEPENDENCE BILL, 1947 

Jawaharlal Nchru, Lord Mountbatten, MA Jinnah, Liaquat All Khan, Abdur Rab Nishtar, 
Baldev Singh, JB Kripalani and SardarVallabhbhai Patel during a conference on June 2 
1947, where the proposed plan to partition India was accepted. 

Bill to grant India 
freedom greenlit 
by House ofLords 
Bill proposes transfer of legislative powers 
to the two new dominions of India Pakistan 

HT Correspondent 

LONDON:The House of Lords has approved the India Independence Bil 
which will grant ful ndependence onn AUgust 15 to the two new domin 

Assent on Friday to become law, in what is eyDected to bea formalya 

The Bill proposes the formation of the two independent dominions, 
the partiton of the Bengal and Punjab provinces between the new 
emhliesofrrnntenswel ae Si enderofRrish ontl r the 
princely states. The proposed legislation is a modiication of the plan laid 
down by Lord Mountbatien, the Viceroy of India, in June. 

The measure, rushed through all its stages in the Upper House in 
and Conservatiup neeoehearted approval of Labour 

closely associated 
Indian affairs for the past two decades. 

Lord Listowel, the last secretary of state for India, was supported in his 
messages of goodwill to the two dominions by Lord Halifax, a former 
Viceroy of hdia, Lord PethickeLawrence, his predecessor in the India 

Lord Listowel, emphasising that the movetoaa. 
ment to 

India was an achievement which might well be the opening of a new 
chapter in the growth of freedom nder British rule, declared that Brit 

ain's love of India and her desire to serve Indla were stronger 
towel sad the Bleopportunity"he sald. ord Lis 
Dominions as equal partners in the Conmonweath HT00 

#LEGACY 
OF TRUTH 

"Our record during the British connection with India is, 
on the whole, and despite mistakes and failures-which 
one must hope our Indlan friends wll forgive-a record of 
ing of freedom. It is somethine und a broaden 
men can feel justly proud." 

During this perlod, Lord Listowel sald, the authoritles 
both at horme and in Inda had displayed an understanding, "not exceeded 
wholly different from their own After enemens ola society 

India's róad to full nationhood, Lord Listowel sald the new Dominions 
would remain "in form as well as in spirit, politcal democracles." 

Hententoned that the Constituent Asembly had recommended that 
afwhich theIInner House wouldbe called the Council of States and the cameral federallegislature., 
Lower Chamber, the House of the People. 

Lord Listowel deplored the fact that British India would reach matur 
ity as two natlons instead of one, but said it was better that India he 
thrown uitimateh intothantunted against her will and be 

"Ttwas greatly to be hoped thatwhen the disadvantagesof seoaration 
had cometo light, the two Dominions would agree to reunite in a single 
unit which might achieve a foremost position in world affairs," he said. 
India in 1946 derlaredrba'eathe Bitish Cabinet Mission to 
had been the better one, he gave the Bll hle ne nelped fram 
because it had won the approval of the main political groups concer Suppor 

The 1946 plan proposed a compllcated governance structure. It sald 
thata unifed Union ofIndia com 

The ind nstun imes 

COuntry 

HT carried a 
approving the lndiotneHouse of Lords 

Iront page on Julv 
ndence Bill on its 

One ch 
Muslim-majority and miv 
population provinces, would 
form thelr own çonstitutions 

Nerand above this, a national 

ps olprovinces, 

down a constitutlon for the 
Union as whole. 
sior 
Congrese 

However, the Cabinet Mis 
ected after the 

separately said it did not meet 
their demands. 
Lord Halifax, Vicerov 
0926 to 1931 nid 
work of the Labour govern 
ment and emphasised the 
withnnda remaining 

TARCHIVE 

n) rom 

One of the few dissentien 
volces in the House was that 
ol Lord Selboume, Conserva 
regarded the utat he 
under ths settlement as a 
relapse into that internecine 
wartare from which Britain 

SCUed 



First episode: August 30, 1993 | Final episode to air; May 2026 

The Late Show calls it a night 
LATE 
SHOW 

stephen 
cobert 

CBS is cancelling "The Late Show With Stephen Colbert" next May, 
shutting a 33-year-old TV institution and removing from air 
one of Donald Trump's most prominent late-night critics 

After jibe at CBS 
parent Paramount 
The decision was revealed days after 
the comedian blasted parent Company 
Paramount's $16 million settlement 
with Trump as"a big fat bribe" 

In his Monday monologue, Colbert said he was offended" by the settlementdont knowifanythíng 

ATESHOW 

stephen colbert 

Paramount, CBS's parent company 
reached its $16 million settlement with 

President Donald Trump in a lawsuit. 
Trump had sued Paramount for $20bn, 
alleging CBS News' deceptively edited a 
Kamala Harris interview in her favour 

.Cheers from Trump 

EDSUELVANTHEATE 

LATESHOV 

Trump hailed the cancellation of the show on Friday. 
"l absolutely love that Colbert got fired. His talent 
was even less than his ratings." 

Paramount: Decision 'financial' 
"This is purely a financial decision against a 
challenging backdrop in late night. Itis not related in 
any way to the shows performance, cotent or other 
matters happening at Paramount"-CBS statement 

will repair my trust in this 
company.. But, just takinga 

stab at it.. $16mn would help." 
Stephen Colbert on Monday 

Boos from the audience... 
"Next year will be our last season. 
The network will be ending the Late 
Show in May...". Colbert said to 
unrelenting boos from the audience 
during the taping on Thursday 

On the shoulders of giants 
Colbert took over from David Letterman in 
2015. Previously, Colbert was a regular on 
Comedy Central alongside fellow host Jon 
Stewart. Incidentally, Stewart's show on 
Apple TV"The Problem With Jon Stewart" 
was cancelled over creative differences 
with his views on China and Artifiçial 
Intelligence 

Ifs notjust the end of our show, but 
it's the end of The Late Show on CBS. 
Im not being replaced. This is all 
just going away." -Colbert on Thursday 

Bedtime for late-night TV? 
A string of late-night shows have fallen 
by the wayside in the past few years 

Trevor Noah quit The Daily Show in 
2022. It has not had a fixed host since. 
Full Frontal With Samantha Bee was 
cancelled in 2022. 
The Late Late Show ended in 2022. 



Off the 
eaten 

path 
Some of India's best meals aren't served under 
chandeliers, they're plated in the wild in our 
deserts, mountains and forests. See how locals plate 
modern meals with a side of history. They're quietly 
shaking up the food scene 

The Balti Farm in 
Ladakh serves 
everything from 

Specialties such 
as kisirnagrang 
thur (buckwheal 

herbed er). 
praku (thumb 
Pinched pasta in 

Ce 
and phading 

(apricots cooked 
with basil 
leaves). 

THE BALTI FARM 

Reem Khokhar 

letters@hindustantlmes.com 

HTbiuch 

hose who profess a love for 
Ofood like to brag about the 

lengths they'll go to for a 
memorable meal. That little 
eter Mumbai restaurant 

into for months. That chìc Indian-Jananese 
place in Delhi that will be the next big thing. 
The Michelin-level pop-up in Bengalufu 
that cost 60,000 a seat. The secret offal 

henu tnat only in-the know diners get at 

Some lengths are literal. Indian diners 
have been travelling to far-Alung locations 

sometimes making an overnight trip, just to 
rnnindtr 

from Chandigarh, is probably the best 
known. But little gems are thriving as far 
lta hrder Thene a world awav from 
the rushed, trendy kitchens of the big city. 
And they're uniquely challenging to run. 
Here's where to book your next food pil 
grimage 

Damu's Heritage Dine 
Chug Valley, Arunachal Pradesh 
Nearest city: Itanagar, 317km away 
500 for an eight-course meal 

Damu's, just about a year old, seats 12 
helmed by eight Monpa women, who man 
age restaurant work alongside their domes-
tic responsibilities. On the menu are shya 
tasweetenel nasta 

achallenge." he admits. "But 
we wish to cater to those 
who value such an elaborate 
and intricate experience." 

Few Monpa women have 

to 
by in Arunachal Pradesh. But a taxi from take naturally to hosnitali and 
Dirang town, eight kilometres away, will management. They handle the finan 
bring you to a village of mud and stone set ces too, splitting revenues to reinvest in 
tiements in the lush Chug Valley. At Damu's, the business and support WWF-India's 
one thing on the menu: An eight-course which helns local communities benefit 
meal, spotighting the food of the Monpa, a through heritage conservation. Last year, 
community from the state's Tawang and they contributed 240,000. 
West Kamengo g districtn 

g gombu Thecharmadeyen sarted out with the aim of 

coal-roasted ragi or cornflour tartlet, 
infused with yak butter and a kind of resin, 
is epic. The ingredient is made using highly 
OnbPoEese acquer ree 
extracting it without breaking into hives. 
How's that for a rare treat? 

heady spirit served with yak ghee), buck-
wheat tacos and orange millet calkes. It's all 
local. sustainable, and foraged just betore 

Damu's only takes bookings a day in 
advance, so the women can set aside time 
Tor it all. rs booked all through the tourist 

tors from lndia's metros, and from as far 
away as Mexico, Japan, and Malaysia. 

There's no marketing budget. The place 
mouth recommendations, Sull. Nishant 
Sinha, coordinator of community-based 
tourism for wWF-India, says they often 
the litchen hadn't aonte 

trav 

Most don't speak English 
(they do speak Hindi), so 
Leiki Chomu, the restaurant's 
nanager, steps in with inter 

unted for them. I's 

backbreaking work. How are they faring? 
Damu's made U.6 lakh last month. The 
best part is that June is generally off season 
for tourism in Arunachal Pradesh." 

Not much happens in Turtuk. The ham 
let, nestled in an alpine valley between the 
Himalayas and the Karakoram, is one of the 

hihorier soenfo Rat 

d 

The Balti Farm at Virsa Baltistan Turtuk, Ladakch 
Nearest city: Leh, 205km away 

and only became part of our map in 1971. 
When it's not outright icy, i's 
chily. lr's so remote that hiring 

nearly impossible. So, at 
the boutique hotel Virsa 
Baltistan, a former 

barista, an erstwhle 
mechanic is a stew 
ard, a onetime clerk 
tions. "They ma 
unfamillar with lux 
ury, but they respect 
est and loval." savs the 

inau5al CmMes 

NowDeihl O 

Domu' 
Heritege Dine 

in the Chug 
Vallev 

spotlights the 
aorne 

Monp: 

people: The 
menu includes 
shya marku 
with butter 
and ginger) 
and orange 
mille 

AHMED, PRIANKO 
RISWAS 

Amninder Sandhu's Palaash, next to the Tipeshwar Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Maharashtra, serves a bush dínner, with specials such as raan in a jowar bhakri 
tortilla. 

hotel: WoTkIng away r e vil And they're not shornan,. 

Khan's hotel serves everything. kitchen, has been an adventure, Sandhu 
from sushi to fancy coffee. At Balti says. The women were shy and didn't think 
Farm, the multi-course menu the food they made was significant" She 
netdes loal specialties Such as had to teach them prep and pating tech 
cakes in herbed curd), praku whisk, offset spatula, chopping board - was 
(thumb-pinched pasta in a walnut unfamiliar to them," she recals. Where they 
sauce) and phading (apricots scored was their comfort with local fuels, 
cooked with basil leaves). Local and their consistency borne from experi 
their own household responsi biliform. rotnd rotis an undervalued scll in 
ties and leave for namaaz in the 
evenings, so we only open for the 
afternoon meal," Khan says.You 

Lunch seats 2 Seats are booked ada 

Smaíl portions, fancy presentation 
Courses one after the other-puz-
zle the women. They joke with 
chewed like an animal and eaten 
with your hands. They think I am 

stingy and should serve the guests more 
mind The Rali EaotSeem to 

popular since it was launched in 2018. And 
Khan plans carefully, building the shopping 

"list a month in advance and sourcing his 
estom a specihc store in 

substitute it with freshriver fish. When avo-
cadoes were not available for the sushi, we 

made it with apricot" And in the snowy off 
season, Khan travels to restaurants across dining standards 
match up back home. 

A, plant-based menu with indigenous 
herbs and rare lowers is coming soon. 
asnect of TTurtu'e Si Botaheve he 
barter system. "Perhaps we can work with 
Suppliers to trade apricots from here for 
coffee beans from Chikmagalur?" 

Palaash 
Tipai, Maharashtra 
Nearest city: Nagpur, 180km away 

Rash 

a bustling restaurant in her hometown of 
Jorhat, Assam, on the banks of the Brahma-
putra But Jorhat felt too small for her ambi-

ambad 

Mharo Khet started out as a fresh-pro 
duce delvery service in 2020. Now, it has 10 

sold-out lunch and �inner service called 
Paeru. It ticks all the boxes for fussy �iners. 
I's plant-forward, it's set in a guava 
know whats being seed unl theteat 
the table). There might be jowar tostadas 
one day; a beetroot ceviche with goat 

rlght in the middle ofa luyiry retreat berer DeseTpaons are rarely lit 
dering Tipeshwar Wildlife Sanctuary, serv- served as a shortcrust tarlet with tempered 
ing a bush dinner for 12 in a grove so quiet, potatoes, onion jam anda jalaperño thecha. 
you can hear nocturmal animals take over 

Paeru at Mharo 

Khetsiaea 
serve dishes like 
Pyaaz ki kachori 
tartlels, and 

Sandhu ran 

inwarlavash 
frond pesto. 

modern cooking. 
The region poses challenges. Tt's arfd. 

can't go foraging, like in the hills, and 
ind 10 ingredients, Sandhu says. So, 
son.Diners in winter get the indravani rice 
steamed in turnmeric leaves. In the summer, 
the rice ls wrapped in pumpkín leaves. 
tions over two vears. i ravel n oneeawee 
or once a month," Sandhu says. "It is these 
women that run Palaash. I've never heard 
any negative customer feedback 

Paeruat Mharo Khet 

amarind pearls and 

Manaklao, Rajasthan 
Nearest city: Jodhpur, 25km away 
Z4500 for nine couDsnu is subti 

Palaash serves food from Maharashtra,Behind the scenes, evervone's been leam 
Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh. But 
it is two-and-a-half hours away from the 

sources ingredients from the restaurant's os0 verbaaron the io 
garden and neighbouring farms, and nishes. And in a dry region, every barvest 

cooks everyhing gas-fre -on chuihas, calls for quick math. If there are 20 diners 
"ool underoround nirooypeces ot baby corn in the day's 

Diners from as far away as Assam and the US have booked seats to try 
nd laal thebo orla 
chaat (a sweet and tangy pineapple 
granita, topped with dahi and a crisp 

amhud dust) 

tled simpy Strawbery chamomile nastur 
tium. Don't expect a salad. What emerges 
from the kitchen is a cold soup made 
through a three- day anaerobic fermentaticon 
toes reactswith sucarin the ce 
am certain that most diners do not realise 
the in depth science and effor behind mak 
g ns, Says Kajnush Agarwal, who runs 
the Thar desert. that serves the unnsual 
dish. 

Our visitors appreciate the reimagining of 

ing, Locals are taught that less is more while 
plating a multi-course meal, that texture 

In the first few years, the kitchen simply 
worked by candlelight when the power 
wouldgo out Now, there's a back-up gener 
cal requests at the last minute t took time 
for people to understand that a specialty, 
multi-course dining establishment is difer 
ent from a typical F&B outlet. 



column {rude food } 

Protest on 
the streets 
Street food vendors already struggle to survive. Why are 
we demonising samosas and jalebis as health hazards 
and not the real offenders-ultra-processed snacks? 

VIR SANGHVI 
India's street-food vendors get a realy 

bad deal. They are terrorised by the police. 
They have to pay off municipal officials 
from their meagre earnings. And most of 
them barely eke out a living. 

here do you get the 
best food Én India? It's 
not a difficult ques 
tion. The best food in 
India has always been 
on the streets. 

As some of you may know, I am part of an 
organisation that does a list of India's top 30 

chefs and also rates restaurants. But for 
me, the skills of the top chefs and the 
cuisine of the great restaurants fade in 
comparison to the genius of our 

BHEL PURI 
BATATA PURI 

PAPRICHAT 
PURI 

street-food maestros. Each 
year my organisation also 
ties up with the indefati-
gable Sangeeta Singh of 
tne National Association 
of Street Vendors 

(NASVD), Sangeeta orga 
nises a street-food fair 
and we get some 
India's best chefs to 
come there and judge 
the food made by the 

vendors, who Sangeeta 
and NASVI have brought 
in from all over India. 
Without exception, the 
chefs are bowled over by 
the excellence of the food, 
and many, like Manish 
Mehrotra and Ritu Dal 
mia, are inspired to go 
back and create thei 
oWn takes on the dishes 
they have tasted. 

When the judging is over, Sangeeta andI 
give awards (including cash rewards) to the 
men and women who run the best stalls. It 
is always an incredibly emotional moment 
for everyone, because the vendors have 
never before been recognised or won any 

brush away tears of my own. 
Many burst into tears and I have 

So you will forgive me for the personal 
tone of outrage that runs through this col 
umn. My indignation is occasioned by news 
reports that health authorities plan to treat 
the food made by the street-food vendors on 
par with cigarette smoking. According to 
the reports, the Health Ministry will put up 
the sort of signage associated with warnings 
on cigarettes to deter people from eating 
vada pao or samosas. So, the next time you 
go to eat a channa bhatura, you may be con 
fronted 

with a a sign treads "Eat Wisely. 
Your future self will thank you". 

p 

I don't know who writes this gibberish, 
butI do know who pays for this deathless 
prose and for the billboards that will be 
hired all over India. 

You do, my dear tax-payer. I do. All 
of us do. These jokers make the deci 
sions. We pay for them. 

I don't have to tell you what the 
demonisation of poor street-food ven 
dors will lead to. They already strug 
gle to survive. Now they will face the 
opprobrium of being treated on par 
with people who sell products that give 
you cancer. 

Is street-food inherently unhealthy? No, 
of course it isn't. If you eat massive quanti 
ties of samosas or vada-pao then of course, 
it won't be good for y 

After a nationwid but who does thar? 

uproar, including a 
threat by Milind Deora, who chairs a Parlia 

Street food is not inherently unhealthy, unless you consumé massive quantities of it regularly. PHOTOS AND ILUSTRATIONS: ADOBE STOCK 

enay Committee, to inquire into the pro 
the Health Ministry wenti tinto dam 

age-control mode. It wasn't asking for ciga 
rette-style health warnings on packaging, it 
declared. 

m 

Well, of course it wasn't. No street-food 
guy sells pakoras in readymade packages 
hke cigarette packs. It was the signboard we 
were objecting to. 

And on that, it seemed, there was no 
backing down.These boards would go up 
anyway, though the Ministry added weakly 
that the intention was not to 1 O target "India's 
rich street food culture". 

All this drivel about "your future self" is 
sought to be justified on the grounds that 
obesity is a major problem in India. And 
yes, obesity among the middle-class is grow 

ing. The poor (the labourers and workers) 
who often eat at these stalls don't have 
that problem. 

We must do something to control 
middle-class obesity. But though 
there is an obvious way ahead, the 
government will not take it. 
As Dr Arun Gupta, a tireless cam 

paigner against Ulra ProcessedFoods 
(UPFs), points out, obesity numbers 
almost doubled from 2006 to 2019. It is 
unlikely that our consumption of pao 
bhaji and pakoras doubled in that 

period. But our consumption of Ultra Proc 
essed Foods went up from $900 million ito 
an astounding $38 billion. Our per-capita 
consumption of these foods went up over 50 

NewDelhi 

times during that period. 
That is why o robesity is such a problem. It's 

not because of food freshly máde by Small 
producers. It is because of food made in fac 
tories: Industrial, chemical-heavy, proc 
essed food that has now reached every vil 
lage in India. One instance: Factory-made 
cake is a market that is worth more than a 
billion dollars a year. 

The detrimental effects of UPFs have now 
been scientifically proven. They have been 
linked to obesity, dementia and worse. 

Multinationals in the West are scaling 
back on the processes and the sugar. But in 
India, many producers persist with the 
chemicals and the old processes. They feed 
pounds of sugar to young children in the 
form of breakfast cereals and incredibly 
enough, as health supplements. When peo 
ple complain on social media, Big Food 
spends millions trying to shut them up. 

So, why are we pretending that samosas 
and vada pao are the problem? 

It's obvious, isn't it? It's much easier to 
pick on the little guys than on Big Food. 
What c street vendor do against 
the might ofthe state? And there is much to 
gain by cosying up to Big Food, with its bil 
lions of dollars. 

Dr Gupta and various others have advo 
cated better labelling, so that people know 
how many factory-made chemicals are 
being thrust into their bodies: I have been a 
moderate on t issue eso farh given t that 

the Health Ministry is now going after sam 

osa wallas, the time has come for strict reg 
ulation of UPFS. It will make more differ 
ence to our health than any signboards with 
idiotic slogans will. And it will cost the tax 
payer nothing: Big Food will bear the cost. 

Will it happen? I don't know. Govern 
ment policy is full of contradictions. On the 
one hand, young people are encouraged to 
unleash their entreprenèurial spirits and 
become pakora sellers. 

On the other, the government spends cro 
res of our money treating these pakora sell 
ers as poisoners. 

Only Big Food laughs all the way to the 
bank. 

The views expressed by the 
columnist are perSonal 



Enroll for crop 
insurance before 
July 31: Minister 

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

YAMUNANAGAR, JULY 18 
Haryana Agriculture, 
Farmers. Welfare Minister,; 

Shyam Singh Rana has 
urged farmers to enroll for 
the Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojana (PMFBY) for 
kharif 2025 crops before 
the July 31 deadline. The 
scheme offers protection 
against crop loss due to nat 
ural calamities, pests and 
weather-related damages. 

and 

The minister said farmers 
growing paddy, millet, 
maize and cotton could ben 
efit from the insurance 
scheme by applying on 
time. "If farmers' crops get 
damaged due to rain, 

drought, pest attack, hail 
storm or any natural 

calamity, they can take 
advantage of this scheme 
and avoid financial loss," 
said Rana. 

He said the premium 
amount payable by farm 
ers under kharif-2025 rates 
had been fixed at Rs 
2,124.98 for paddy, Rs 
1,024.36 for millet, Rs 
1,089.74 for maize and Rs 
5,435.05 for cotton. 

The scheme is also 
optional for loanee farm-

Premium for coton 
5,435;1,02A for 

ei Mlet 

ers, Rana clarified, "If any 
loanee farmer does not 
wish to avail the insurance, 
they must inform their 
bank concerned in writing 
by July 24, which is seven 
days before the last date," 
he said. 

Further explaining the 
opt-out process, he said: 
"When a farmer chooses not 
to opt for insurance, an OTP 
will be sent to their regis 
tered mobile number vi� 
the portal. This OTP must 
be shared with the bank. 
Only then will the OTP-out 
form be accepted." 

For non-loanee farmers, 
the application process 
requires visiting a Com 
mon Service Centre (CSC) 
with relevant documents 

land deed, bank 
account details, Aadhaar 
card, sowing certificate 
and registration on the 
Meri Fasal Mera Byora 
portal. "They can, com 
plete their crop insurance 
enrolment with help from 
the CSC," he added. 



14crinigation push for 
Mahendragarh farmers 
CHANDIGARH, JULY 18 

Farmers in south Haryana 
receivedamajorb00st as Irri 

Minister Shruti gation 
Choudhry has announced 

the launch of seven irrigation 

and water conservation proj-
ects worth Rs 14 crore in 
Mahendragarh district. 
These initiatives, sanctioned 
with the support of Chief 
Minister Nayab Singh Saini, 
were inaugurated on Tues 
day and aim to benefit over 

3,250 acres across 12 villages. 
"These projects will not 

only promote water conser-. 
vation but also ensure ensure 
groundwater recharge and 
enhance irrigation facilities 
for farmers," said Choudhry. 
Three of the projects will be 
implemented in Patharwa, 

Jawaharnagar, and Nangla 
villages at a cost of Rs 460.13 

are lakh. These works 

expected to facilitate irriga 
tion for nearly 600 acres. 

Another key project 
involves the construction of 

a water storage tank for 
sprinkler irrigation irrigation and 
recharge purposes in an 
unnamed village, costing Rs 
258.63 lakh and benefitting 
around 450 acres. A similar 
effort in Dalawas village, 

with an outlay of Rs 150.09 
lakh, will aid irrigation and 
water conservation. 

A major component 
incudes laying an HDPE 
pipeline from the Madhoga 
rh Distributary to the valley, 

including a pump house 
and civil works. This Rs 
146.73 lakh project will ben 
efit about 650 acres in Mad 
hogarh, Dalawas, and 

Rajawas. TNS 



Indian snackers want both taste, nutrition: Report 
ANSHITA MEHRA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, JULY 18 
Health and indulgence are no 
longer seen as opposing forces 
in the Indian snack market, as 
revealed in the second edition 
of the Healthy Snacking 
Report 2025 released by Farm 
ley at the Indian Healthy 
Snacking Summit (HSS) in 
the Capital on Friday. The 
report highlights a decisive 
shift in consumer attitudes 
Indians now demand both 
taste and nutrition from their 
everyday snacks. 

Drawing insights from 
thousands of respondents 
across age groups, cities and 

Says conSumers prefer makhanas assuperfood in their diet 
CHOCOLATE REMAINS REIGNING FAVOURITE 

On the sweet side, chocolate remains the reigning favourite, 
With nutty lavours such as peanut butter, hazelnut and 

pistachio gaining momentum as smarter, protein-rich 
alternatives that balance indulgence with health. 

professions, the report shows 
that 72 per cent of consumers 
now seek functional benefits 
from their snacks such as 
improved energy, mood 
enhancement and high pro 
tein content. The era of guilt 
ridden indulgence is giving 
way to what Farmley 
describes as a wellness-ori 
ented snacking culture." 

However, flavour remains 
non-negotiable. A striking 94 
per cent of respondents 

admitted they are unwilling 
to compromise on taste, even 
when choosing healthier 

options. The new-age Indian 
Consümer is turning toward 
snacks that are clean, preser 
vative-free (preferred by 55 
per cent), and come in eco 

conscious, resealable pack 
aging (52 per cent)-indicat 

ing a strong alignment with 
sustainability and mindful 
consumption. 

Roasted and flavoured dry 
fruits lead the savory snack 
category, chosen by. 36 per 
cent of respondents, fol 
lowed by makhana (19 per 
cent), chips and wafers (14 

per cent) and namkeen (10 
per cent). Peri-peri has 
emerged as the most popular 
flavour among savory snack 
ers, followed by classics like 
salted, tangy and cheesy. 

On the sweet side, choco 
late remains the reigning 
favourite, with nutty flavours 
such as peanut butter, hazel 
nut and pistachio gaining 
momentum as smarter, pro 
tein-rich alternatives that bal 
ance indulgence with health. 

Commenting on the find 
ings, Akash Sharma, co 
founder of Farmley, said: 
"Today's consumers expect 
every bite to deliver both 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 



Rain lashes.. 
Minimum temperatures were 

appreciably below normal by 

34 degree Celsius, while max 
imum temperatures were 

below normal by 1-3 degree 

d Celsius over Delhi," the Met 

Department said. 

i 

The IMD said the national 
capital will receive very light 

to moderate rainfall, along 

with thunderstorms and light-
ning between July 19 and 24. 

However, no alert has been 

sounded for the next week. 

Meanwhile, the air quality 

in Delhi remained in the "sat-

isfactory' category, with an 

Air Quality Index (AQ) read 

ing of 61, according to the 9 

am bulletin of the Central 

Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB). An AQI between 51 

and 100 falls under the"satis 

factory" range. The highest 
single day rainfall in Delhi 

was on July 21, 1958 when the 

city received 266.2 mm. 

flavour and function-they're 
no longer ready to choose 

between taste and trust" 

FROM 

The report also under-
scores makhana's growing 

dominance, with 65 per 

cent of Consumers actively 
incorporáting it as a super 

food in their diets Once 

seen as a traditional snack, 

makhana is now being cele 

brated as a modern dietary 

staple - light, nutritious 

and versatile. 

mo 
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Civic body launches s 
Swachhta Anthem to 
promote cleanliness 

ti 

t 

He also acknowledged the 

tireless efforts of sanitation 

workers and credited the' 
leadership of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and Delhi 

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta f 

in strengthening the city's 
sanitation systems. 

a 
i 

Deputy Mayor Jai Bhag- i 
wan Yadav praised the initia 

tive, recalling how impressed 

he was with cleanliness in 

Varanasi, where sanitatíon is 
carried out three times a day. 

We must aim for a similar a 

model in Delhi," he added, 

Indian snackers. underlining that honesty and 
consistency in cleanliness i 
practices are crucial. 

1 

Standing Committee chair 
person Satya Sharma high 
lighted music as a powerful 
tool for change. We hope this t 
anthem becomes a mass 



The Tribune 

TIME CAPSULE 
NATIONALISATION OF PRIVATE BANKS (JULY 19, 1969) 

Bankingrevlution changed 
economiclandscape 
N July 19, 1969, India 
witnessed a landmark 
moment in its eco 

nomic history when 14 major 
private banks were nation 
alised by the government led 
by Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi. This bold and contro 
versial step marked a turning 
point in India's development trajectory, shifting the 
control of significant financial resources from private 
hands to the public sector. 

BANK 

Until then, the Indian banking system was largely con 
trolled by big industrialists who prioritised credit to large 
businesses, often at the expense of agriculture, small indus 
tries and rural development Banking services were concen 
trated in urbanareas andrural India, where nearly 70% ofthe 
population lived, remained severely underbanked. 

The decision to nationalise banks was guided by a social 
ist vision ofincBusive growth and equitable distribution of 
wealth. The 14 banks that were nationalised each had 
deposits of over Rs 50 crore. These included major institu 
tions like Bank of India, Bank of Baroda, Punjab National 
Bank, Cerntral Bank of India and Canara Bank. 

The move aimed to align the banking sector with the 
countrýs planned development goals under the Five Year 
Plans. It sought to ensure that the flow of credit reached 
neglected sectors such as agriculture, small.scale indus 
tries and the weaker sections of society. Italso intended to 
curb the monopolistic tendencies of a few industrialists 
who had disproportionate influence over the economy. 

Nationalisation had several far-reaching effects. The 
number of bank branches expanded dramatically, 
especially in rural and semi-urban areas. Between 1969 
and 1990, the number of rural bank branches grew 
from just over 1,800 to nearly 30,000. Priority sector 
lending was institutionalised and banking became a 
tool for social transformation. 

However, the move was not without criticism. Some 
economists argued thatit led to inefficiencies, bureaucrat 
ic delays and politicisation of lending. Over time, public 
sector banks were plagued by non-performing assets and 
required periodic recapitalisation by the government. 

Despite these challenges, bank nationalisation is widely 
acknowledged as a pivotal reform th¡t laid the foundation 
for financial inchusion in India. It democratised eredit, 
enabled the Green Revolution by supporting agricultural 
inyestments and playeda crucial role in nation building. 

Asecond round of bank nationalisation followed in 1980, 
bringing six more banks under government control. 
Tbgether, these steps ensured that over 90% of the bank 
ing sector came under publiç ownership. 

More than five decades later, as India now moves 
towards consolidation and even partial privatisation of 
banks, the events of July 19, 1969, remain a powerful 
reminder of how inancial policy can shape the destiny 
of a nation. 

SANJAY KHURANA 

ww.tribuneindla.com annversar 
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