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' FSSAI warns e-comm,
‘g-comm platforms over

P
Meenakshi Verma Ambwan|
New Delhi

| The Food Safety and Stand-
ards of India (FSSAI) in a
meeting on Tuesday warned
e-commerce and quick com-
| merce platforms against
| flouting food safety and hy-
giene norms, failing _whu:h
stringent action will be
taken. E-commerce plat-
| forms were also directed to
share data pertaining to their

| warehouses, food handlers ,

and other relevant informa-
tion with the FSSAJ, in a bid
to ensure enhanced trans-
parency and compliance.
This move follows in-
stances of hygiene issues be-
ing flagged, and some State
governments taking action
against certain quick com-
merce entities. 4
The meeting was attended
by over 70 representatives of
| the quick commerce and e-
commerce companies. Em-
phasising that food safety is
of paramount importance,
FSSAI CEO G Kamala Vard-
hana Rao told the represent-
atives that any non-compli-
' ance with food safety
protocols “will be viewed
| with utmost seriousness and
| potentially lead to severe ac-
tion”.
He underscored the crit-

ical importance of food

safety in the rapidly expand-
ing online marketplace. .
“The focus of the meeting
was ‘to strengthen food
safety and hygiene practices
throughout the e-commerce
food supply chain,” an offi-
cial statement added.
During the deliberations,
the officials directed all e-
commerce entities to ensure
that their FSSAI licence or
| registration numbers are
prominently displayed on
every receipt, invoice and
| cash memo provided to
consumers,
| “A key emphasis was also

\ placed on the necessity.for e-
| commerce Fn.ﬁt'ies 10 d_is..

food safety violations
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FSSAI officials also asked
platforms to “meticulously”
follow all SOPs and rules
stipulated under the FSS Act

close comprehensive details
of all warehouses and stor-
age facilities linked to their
operations on the FoSCoS
(Food Safety Training & Cer-
tification) portal.

COMPULSORY TRAINING
The Authority also directed
e-commerce platforms to
maintain strict adherence to
hygiene and food safety pro-
tocols across their supply
chain, including warehouses
and storage facilities.

It also asked the players to
ensure that photographs of
these facilities are regularly
uploaded to the FoSCoS
portal.

“Itwas also mandated that

"all food handlers involved in

the process, including e-
commerce personnel, must
undergo -compulsory FSSAI
FoSTaC training in hygiene
protocols. Platforms are re-
quired to share their training
plans and timelines with FS-
SAI” the statement added.

FSSAI officials also asked
platforms to “meticulously”
follow all standard operating
procedures (SOPs) and rules
stipulated under the FSS Act.

They also stressed that all
warehouses associated with
e-commerce operations
must be duly registered or li-
censed.

The FSSAI emphasised
that every entity involved in
the supply chain, from man-
ufacturing to home delivery,
is liable for compliance.




‘General strike today: 10 central trade
unions join hands as BMS stays away

FIGHTING FOR CHANGE. CTUs’ demands span a range of issues including labour codes, MSP and privatisation

=
Our Bureau

| MNew Delhi

. The platform of 10 central

trade unions and independ-
ent sectoral federations and
associations got support
from farmers unions for the

| nationwide strike against the

four labour codes on Wed-
nesday. RSS-backed Bhartiya
Mazdoor Sangh (BMS) an-
nounced that it will not par-

| ticipate in the strike.

In a statement, the BMS
said the government had
given heed to its suggestion
to make changes in labour
codes and was also ready for
more such corrective steps
in the interest of workers. It
also stated that the protest is
politically motivated.

THE DEMANDS

The agitating TUs’ demands
included withdrawal of fixed
term employment and scrap-
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GROWING DEMAMND. The charter of demand urged hosting

an Indian Labour Conference. The tripartite body last metin 2015

ping of the Agnipath scheme,
an 8-hour workday, restora-
tion of the non-contributory
Old Pension Scheme and a
minimum monthly pension
of ¥9,000 for EPFO sub-
scribers, among others,

They also demanded im-
plementation of the recom-
mendation of the Indian La-
bour Conference (ILC) to
give worker status to scheme

workers — anganwadi, Asha,
midday meals and Asha
Kiran — and provide ESIC
coverage. Their demand
charter underlined an urgent
need to form a climate resili-
ence fund to cover the risks
and damages caused due to
extreme climate conditions.
The charter of demands

" also urged hosting an Indian

Labour Conference (ILC).

The tripartite body last met
in 2015. Additionally, the
unions demanded an imme-
diate halt to the privatisation
of the Railways, road trans-
port, coal and other non-coal
mines, ports and docks, de-
fence, electricity, postal,
telecom, banks and insur-
ance sector.

‘WILL ESCALATE’

The famers’ joint forum,
Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM), also appealed to the
people to extend support to
the general strike of workers.
They demanded a repeal of
the four labour codes, min-
imum support price at C2
(comprehensive cost) + 50
per cent for all crops, min-
imum wage of ¥26,000 per
month and no privatisation
of PSUs, beside others.

“The strike will intensify,
become broad-based, sus-
tained, and  mighder
struggles will ensue until all

demands are realised,” they
warned. In a statement, the
farmer body said the general
strike is also against the im-
position of free trade agree-
ments on Indian people. US
imperialism had unleashed
all efforts to coerce the Modi
government to impose un-
fair trade terms and to dump
US agricultural products in
India.

The intention of the free
trade agreement is unregu-
lated freedom for US food
chains, trading giants and ag-
ribusiness corporations to
operate in India. “Tariff-free |
import of huge quantity of |
highly subsidised ‘milk and
milk products, soybean, cot- |
ton, mice, wheat, rice, pulses, |
oilseeds, paddy, GM crops,
fruirs and vegerables, includ-
ing apple and walnuts, pro-
cessed and canned foods into
India will devastare the in-
come and livelihood of In-
dian farmers,” it said.
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Fremchand Roychand, adominant
figure n early speculative trading,
wasadriving force behind the
“eveniual establishment of the
Bombay Stack Exchange

Stowck triders pose to be clicked at the Inauguration of
BSE's first building on January 15, 1894, on Dalal Street

Inthe exchange’s
wearly vears,
Dbrokersused a
secret hand
language,
concealed under a
plece of cloth, for
discrect trades

Difterent hand

Thesign deplered
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———  Gestures used in the trading ring during the open outcry system
Sign language used by traders in the pre-digital era when they had to buy or sell a particular amount of shares
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Théold BSE tuilding. known asthe Phiroze Jeejetbhoy
Towers, was reconstructed in the 19708 [0 accommodate
theexchange's growth

Erokers in action at the BSE trading hall in the
seventbes, a period ofhighs and lows for the market
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. oL i g e wrading ln 1995
A pictorial journey of the BSE: From a

smallassociaton of stock traderstoa |
mighty trading platform - |
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of The Native Shares and

Stock Brokers” Association,
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The NGT has taken suo motu cognisance of a news report on the

growing presence of exotic species in the river.

SANCHIT KHANNA/HT

NGT told pollution,

dams causing native

Yamuna fish decline

Jasjeev Gandhiok

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union fisheries
department has told the
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
that a combination of factors —
including pollution, dams, com-
petition for water, and habitat
loss — is contributing to the
decline of native fish species in
the Yamuna, while exotic species
are on the rise.

In its response, the depart-
ment said several schemes and
committees have been formed
over the years to reverse the
trend, including a recent initia-
tive that provides financial
assistance of ¥3 per fingerling
(80-100mm in size) for stocking
native species in major river
basins, including the Yamuna,

The NGT had taken suo motu
cognisance of a May 9 Amar
Ujala report that flagged the
growing presence of exotic spe-
cies in the river, and subse-
quently sought responses from
relevant departments on the
measures being taken,

In March, Hindustan Times
had reported in a six-part series
how fishermen at Wazirabad
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were struggling to find native
species such as Rohu, Singhara,
Catla and Malli, with most of the
catch now comprising invasive
species like Thai Magur and
Tilapia, which have adapted to
the altered ecosystem

In a report dated July 4, the
fisheries department cited dam
construction, pollution, and
inter-species competition as pri-
mary causes of the decline.

“Dams fragment rivers and

block migration routes, prevent-
ing fish from reaching spawning
grounds, which can lead to local
extinctions. Poor water quality
from nutrient pollution and
other contaminants poses a seri-
ous threat to aquatic life. Overex-
ploitation, indiscriminate har-
vesting, and the use of illegal
fishing gear also lead to deple-
tion of native fish. Additionally,
encroachment of riverine land
and climate change have wor-
sened the situation,” it said.

Exotic species, the report said,
have likely entered the river
either as aquaculture escapes or
throt}gh pet releases. “These
multiple pressures collectively
contribute to the decline in
“3““3 fish populations,” it noted.




HT Correspondent

|letters@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Punjab chief min-
ister Bhagwant Mann and his
Haryana counterpart Nayab
Singh Saini on Wednesday
struck divergent notes on the
contentious Sutlej-Yamuna Link
(SYL) canal issue. While the
former said Punjab did not have
spare water to share with any
other state, Saini expressed con-
fidence that the issue will be
resolved soon, asserting the Pun-
jab government also seeks a
solution to the problem.

Union Jal Shakti minister CR

Patil convened a meeting with
the two chief ministers in a bid
to resolve the decades-old SYL
canal dispute.

Mann’s office in a statement
said the CM in the meeting
mooted the idea of a Yamuna-
Sutlej Link (YSL) canal instead of
the SYL canal as the Sutlej river
has already dried up and there is
no question of sharing even a
single drop of water from it.

Rather, water from the Ganga
and Yamuna should be supplied
to Punjab through the Sutlej,
Mann said. “The long-conceived
project of Sarda-Yamuna Link
needs to be taken up on priority

and surplus water be transferred
to river Yamuna at a suitable
location...,” he said.

He said SYL canal is an “emo-
tive issue” for Punjab and added
that land is not available for the
project. He also said the oppor-
tunity that has opened up with
the suspension of the Indus
Waters Treaty with Pakistan
must be duly utilised to fulfil the
water needs of the state. Efforts

should be made to bring water
from the western rivers (Indus,
Jhelum and Chenab) to meet the
growing demand, he added.
The Indus Waters Treaty was

'Mann meets Saini, wants YSL instead of SYL

April 22 Pahalgam terror attack.

On the other hand, Saini said
he had a meaningful discussion
with Mann in a cordial atmos-
phere, adding that it was decided
that the next meeting will take
place on August 5. He said Mann
also acknowledged this long-
ending issue should be resolved.

The proposed 212-km SYL
canal consisted of two segments,
a 91-km channel in Haryana and
a121-km carrier channel in Pun-
jab. Haryana completed its por-
tion of the channel in 1979, but
Punjab has failed to complete
the canal in its territory despite
top court directives.
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{ CONSERVATION | }
New strategy to allow

Mukesh Mathrani

letters@hindustantimes.com

BARMER : Wildlife officials in

| Rajasthan have launched a new

strategy to allow the Great
Indian Bustard (Gedawan) to
hatch and grow in the wild, mov-
ing away from the practice of
captive breeding at the Desert
National Park (DNP) centre.

The aim is to preserve the
bird's natural behaviour and
increase its chances of survival
in its native habitat.

Previously, Godawan eggs
were routinely collected from
enclosures and incubated at the
breeding centre, with chicks
raised in :

According to the new
approach, eggs laid in the wild
are now temporarily collected
for protection, then returned to

their original nests shortly
before hatching. The initiative
has been taken following the
Wildlife [nstitute of India’s rec-
ommendation, which has
allowed to use five eggs annually
for the purpose. Brijmohan
Gupta, deputy conservator at
divisional forest office, con-
firmed the development.
According to the officials, as
part of this delicate process,
when a Godawan lays an egg in
the open desert, wildlife teams

discreetly replace it with a gyp-

sum-made dummy egg—identi-
cal in weight and appearance.
The real egg is transported to the
breeding centre, where it is incu-
bated under controlled condi-
tions to protect it from predators
and environmental threats.
Once the egg nears the hatch-
ing stage, it is carefully returned

GIBs to

The bird population has
plummeted to fewer than 200
in the wild.

to the same wild nest, and the
dummy egg is removed. This
allows the chick to hatch in its
natural surroundings and be
raised by its mother—never

disruption. Since the dummy egg
maintains the illusion of an
undisturbed nest, the bird
remains unaware of the switch,
Upon return of the real egg, the
natural rearing process resumes
seamlessly, one of the officials
quoted above said.

The DNP team with scientists
at the breeding centre, initiated
this new protocol with two eggs
collected from the Ramdevra
region. Both are currently
undergoing incubation. Once
ready, the eggs will be reintro-
duced to their natural nests.

Officials said that earlier
attempts to hatch and rear
chicks solely in captivity often
disrupted natural behavioural

entering captivity, patterns. In many cases, mother
This time-sensitive approach  birds distanced themselves from

ensures the mother bird contin-  males after realising the egg was

ues to incubate the nest without  missing or damaged.

F O Y T T Y Y O

h and grow in the wild

“This is a sensitive and sci-
ence-backed intervention, By
securing the eggs and placing
dummies in the field, we are pro-
tecting the offspring without
altering the mother’s natural
instinets,” said Gupta.

Meanwhile experts highlight
that this method offers the safety
of controlled incubation while
preserving the vital instincts
associated with wild upbringing,

Standing about a meter tall
and weighing between 8-15 kg,
the Great Indian Bustard is
Rajasthan'’s state bird. The spe-
cies once roamed widely across
the Indian subcontinent's grass-
lands but today, the Ardeotis
nigriceps population has plum-
meted to fewer than 200 in the
wild, primarily concentrated in
Rajasthan’s Desert National Park
and parts of Gujarat.



Post-retirement, Shah

to devote time to vedas

Maulik Pathak

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: Union home min-
ister Amit Shah said on Wednes-
day that after retiring from poli-
tics, he plans to devote his time to
the Vedas, Upanishads and natu-
ral farming,

Shah was addressing a group
of women from the cooperative
sectors of Gujarat, Madhya Pra-
desh and Rajasthan at the “Sah-
kar Samvad” programme in
Ahmedabad. The closed-door
programme, organised as part of
events under the International
Year of Cooperatives 2025, was
held on July 5 and a PIB state-
ment was issued on Wednesday.

“When | retire,  will spend my
time among the Vedas, Upanish-
ads and natural farming. I have
done it (natural farming) in my
own fields and the production
increased by almost one-and-a-
half times,” he said, as he credited
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Amit Shah

the method for improving health,
preserving soil and water, and
increasing agricultural output.
“Food grown this way keeps
people away from medicines and
doctors. Earthworms do the same
work as urea, DAP and MPK. The
land remains healthy, water is
conserved and people stay
healthy,” he said. He also men-
tioned the cooperative university
in Anand, days after he laid the
foundation stone for the con-

struction, and said that it has |

been dedicated to Tribhuvandas

Patel, who laid the foundation of |

the cooperative movement.




Fertiliser crisis deepensin Sirsa,
sale at two shops suspended

ANTL KAKKAR

SIRSA, JULY 9
The ongoing crisis over the
shortage of DAP (Di-Ammo-
nium Phosphate) fertiliser
in Sirsa district escalated
further on Wednesday, with
the Agriculture and Farm-
ers’ Welfare Department
suspending fertiliser sales
at two shops following sur-
prise inspections.

A special inspection team
led by Dr Jagminder Nain,
Joint Director (Agricultural
Engineering), and Dr
Sukhdev Kamboj, Deputy
Director Agriculture, found
serious discrepancies at two
Mandi Dabwali-based fer-
tiliser dealerships. The
inspection team included
quality control inspectors,
subject experts and plant
protection officers who
scrutinised stock registers,
godown records and POS
data for irregularities.

The sale of fertilisers
from both firms was sus-
pended with immediate
effect and show-cause
notices were issued. Offi-
cials also warned dealers
against “tagging” — the

allege hoarding, overpricing at private outlets amid scarcity

Farmers

An inspection team checks the stock in Sirsa on Wednesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

illegal practice of forcing
farmers to buy bundled
products — and instructed
all vendors to strictly fol-
low government distribu-
tion guidelines.

The action comes as farm-
ers across Sirsa continue to
face an acute shortage of
DAP fertiliser during the
critical sowing window. On
Monday, chaotic scenes
unfolded at multiple fer-
tiliser centres, including
the PACS centre on Janata

Bhawan Road in Sirsa city,
where a scuffle broke out,
prompting police deploy-
ment to manage the crowd.

“We needed four bags, but
were given only two,” said
a frustrated farmer, high-
lighting the gap between
demand and supply. Many
farmers also  alleged
favouritism and misman-
agement. “Some people
received fertiliser without
standing in line, while
those with valid tokens

f

(Minictrv of | aboiir & Emblovment Govt of India)

were sent back empty-
handed,” they claimed.
With the onset of monsoon
rains, sowing of narma (cot-
ton) is picking up pace and
so is the demand for DAP.

- Unable to source adequate

supply from official centres,
many farmers are turning to
private dealers, where DAP
is allegedly being sold at
inflated rates, adding to the
financial burden of already
distressed cultivators.

Agriculture department
officials have assured that
inspections will continue
and strict action will be tak-
en against any violators.
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n Ahmedabad PTI

Home Mnnlster Amit Shah dunng an mteractmn w1th women cooperatwe workers _|_ Ahmed

. HM shares retirement plans, to

take up farming, read scriptures

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JULY 9
Home Minister Amit Shah on
Wednesday offered a glimpse
into his post-retirement plans,
saying he intends to take up
natural farming and devote sig-
nificant time to reading Hindu
seriptures, including the Vedas
and Upanishads.

“When I retire, I will spend
time reading the Vedas, Upan-
ishads and pursue natural
farming,” Shah said during a
‘Sahkar Samvad’ interaction
with women associated with
the cooperative , sectors of
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan in Ahmedabad.

However, he did not specify
any timeline for his retirement

from public life.

Calling natural farming a sci-
entific method with multiple
benefits, Shah said, “Eating
food grown without fertilisers
and chemicals keeps you away
from doctors and medicines.
Moreover, production increas-
es with nafural farming.”

Shah shared that he has

already adopted natural farm-

ing on his fields and witnessed
a nearly 1.5 times increase in
yield. “There are big factories
for urea, DAP and MPK. But if
natural farming is done, earth-

worms perform the same func-
tion. They consume soil and
convert it info manure, This
method preserves the soil, con-
serves water and promotes
good health,” he said.

The minister added that the
Ministry of Cooperation has set
up a national-level cooperative
for the procurement of natural-
ly farmed grains. In addition, a
cooperative society has been
formed to facilitate the export
of farmers’ produce, with
arrangements to transfer
export profits directly to farm-
ers’ bank accounts.

Reflecting on his portfolio,
Shah said being the Home
Minister is an honour, as the
position was once held by Sar-
dar Patel. “But the day I was
made the Cooperation Minis-
ter, I felt I received a greater

- serves the poor, farmers, vil-

lages and livestock of the coun-
try,” he added.
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Integrate academic
knowledge with
societal needs’

HARSH YADAY

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 9
As India moves towards our
net-zero commitment by 2070,
the nation must integrate aca-
demic knowledge with societal
needs to create a smart energy
future. This was stated by
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan.

ing at IITDelhi that

| hosted a nationallevel work-

shop on ‘Future Ready Energy
Education: Opportunities and
Challenge’, Pradhan said,
“Indiaisthe third-largest energy
consumer in the world, yet our

per-capita energy consumption -

remainsjustone—ttﬁlﬂofglobal
standards. As we move towards
our net-zero commitment by

| 2070, wemust integrate academ-
" icknowledgewith societal needs

to create a smart energy future.”

The workshop event wit-
nessed the participation of
leading academic institutions,
including the top 100 NIRF-
ranked universities and insti-
tutes with a focus on energy
research.

Pradhan launched adedicated
portal titled ‘Oorja Sangam’.
:Fl}e website is envisioned as a
, @aid]ffmp” portal for academ-
x research programmes
related to energy, climate and

sustainability across the country.

The minister emphasised the
need to align educational
efforts with India’s growing
energy needs and aspirations.
He also urged II'Delhi to
extend its efforts to create an
energy education curriculum
for school students, helping
instil awareness and capability
at the grassroots level.

“This initiative is just’ the
beginning of a much longer
journey tointegrate energy edu-
cation into our national curricu-
hum inameaningful and holistic
way,” Pradhan added.

The Ministry of Education
has designated the institute as
the nodal agency for the
National Task Force on Energy
Education, which aims to
bridge gaps in the current cur-
riculum and prepare a future-
ready workforce for India’s
energy transition. “A national
task force was set up by the
ministry to identify a curricu-
lum that aligns with future
energy needs. We are proud to
work with top institutions and
industries to evolve strategies
thatinclude Al integration, cur-
riculum ~ development and
industry engagement, paving
the way for a sustainable net-
zero future,” said Rangan
Banerjee, Director, ITT-Delhi.
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 Despite patches of heavy rain,
2025 has been largely dry

y ABRichBL

AbhishekJhai

last month, Parts of China have also experienced
floods and landslides since last week. These

oods in Texas last week and in South rain-related disasters notwithstanding, extreme
Carolina and North Carolina this week are not rain this year is neither as high on average, nor
the only rain-related disasters reported this as widespread as in 2024, an HT analysis shows,
year. In India, the north-eastern states flooded While this trend can change as the year
in late May and early June and Himachal progresses, dryness seems to be a more

Pradesh has been flooded regularly since late dominant trend this year.

Average. global extreme rain is only 19th highe'st since
1979 so far

1975-2023 period to be counted as extreme, In other words, days of extreme rain found in this analysis would be
ranked in the top 1% rainiest days for a particular place in the 1979-2023 period. 2024 is ranked much higher than
© 2025 despite this strict criterion. January 1-July 7 rain for 2024 is ranked third highest since 1979. sy

Years of highest extreme rain versus 2025
- Average extreme rain on land in the 60°N-60°S region during Janu
. BD AT = = Lol B
.80 -
40
20

= - = - e — —————

ary 1-uly 7 (mm)

T T R T 1980 2000

Source; CPC Global Unified GaugeBasedmlvsrs of Daily Precipitation data, NOAA PSL
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| " However, extreme rain is ranked high
highest in 12% of inhabited land -

While average extreme rain is not ranked 'l;!‘i oh, in dMﬂunl?laces have indeed experfenced rare dmotints of R
extreme rain. Extreme rain this year is ranked highest to fifth highest for the January 1-July a1 i 9% oy
the inhabited land area, and the highest for 2.5%15:,'\5 the accmh]gnnying map 5[-:;1:53;1,-2:.!} 31'?:;”#1{:[21]31:; of
South America, Asia, and Africa have received extreme rain this year that is also ranked v Lo ]" h since 1979

While this is less the case in Europe, particularly its western parts, large parts of Greece -\egg“gl b:j e

countries that flooded earlier this vear, received rare levels of extreme rain, Similar] JT", 2pain, : 0 Arastealt

which covers most of the land in the continent of Oceania, is ranked highin only s,ﬁv,‘,ﬁ"“‘m“. Lo n : ES {1? -
reason why coverage of extreme rain ranked highest to fifth highest is also low relative llz;qtnhSQ i ?la"- lleB"’c

area covered by extreme rain ranked up to fifth highest since 1979, s only the 1ith highest m‘;gf,?é? "iillil"'f.‘.]d;g e

il

Extreme rain up to July 7 last year was ranked highest to fifth highest in 14.7% of the wo i
o 3 . . i L R * world, be
ranked the fifth highest coverage since 1979 Which would

Rank of extreme rain in 2025 since 1979 (January 1-July 7)
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Saurce CC Global Unified Gauge-Based Analysis of Dady Precipitation data, NOAA P50
Mote: Area outside BOTN-60°S range exchuded from analyss.

The rainiest days of the year may still be some distance
away for large parts of the world -

While the trends described tell us about what has happened so far this year, there is little guarantee that these

trends will hold as the year progresses. For example, since India’s rainiest months are usually July and {kugu_st.
the extreme rain trends in India can change later in the year. This is also the case with several other regions in

the northern hemisphere, where the rainiest month falls in the second half of the year.

Usual rainiest month of the year (Rainiest month in the 1991-2020 average of rain)

Sourte: CPC Global Unified Gauge-Based Analysis of Daiy Predipitation data, NOAR PSL )
Note: Area outside 60°N-60°5 ranga excluded from analysis. * =

While extreme rain may not be ranked high, there are
extreme trends in rain overall

While extremely wet weather has been experienced by a relatively small part of the world, this is not the case
with extremely dry weather. Total rain this year is ranked the lowest since 1979 in 3.8% of the world. This is the

second highest coverage of such highly ranked dryness. Dryness is also the more dominant trend this year with
relation to the normal, taken as the average rain in the 1991-2020 period. 53.3% of the inhabited land has a deficit

compared to normal and 36% of the world has a deficit of 20% or more. Clearly, less extreme rain this year than
in the past does not mean extreme trends in rain do not exist, ‘
Distribution of land area by rain performance in 2025 (% of land area in the 60°N-60°S region)
Deficit M60%-100% [ 40%-60% [ 20%-40% [10%-20% Surplus [10%-20% [0 20%-40% W 40%-60% M >60%

T 10.4 10.4 SRR B

Saurce: CPL Global Unitied Gauge-Based Analysis of Uaily Precipitation data, NOAA PSL
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| Ml\ﬁ Rural Agricultural Financing
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11"July, 2025
AGRI INFRASTRUCTUR : SHG _-
FUND (AIF) Digi SH
i g ____ Digi SHG Platform
38F % Loanupto €2 Crore at 3% ntorest Subvention g No Collateral requirement |
c Tea o Credit Guarantee for upto ) upto lozn amount of ¥10 fakhs |
o ¥2 Crore under CGTMSE Scheme \ Concessional RO! of 7% upte loan of 23 lakns |
Upta 25 project fo W\ Simpiified Application| Min. Documentation
¥2 Crore per entity. i No Margin requirement
nb COLDWARE PNB Bhandaran\
P SECURE SCHEME Scheme N\
Minimal Collateral Requirements Financing against pledge of \
starting from 15 % Physcial Warehouse Receipts (WHR) ]
Low Margin Requirements starling from 10 % Competitive Rate of Interest /
EN Lower ROI Minimal Margin

. Nil Service Charges (takeover) Collateral Security: Nil

KISAN SAMRIDHI

YOJANA /(KCC) PM :(l'ﬁUM =

3 Decentralised Grou It Mounted
o conctod Sl Power P ssp

Max. Limit #10 Crore Interast subvention benefits
Nil Margin (Working Captial) CFA/SFA to the tune of 30% & above

Up 1o 9 years of repayment (TL) Minimal Margin Requirement

Aftractive RDI
PNB Swarnim

Agriculture Gold Loan Scheme
Seamless process for Digital Gold Loan
Attractive ROI | Min. Documentation

Credit-linked capital subsidy @35%
of the eligible project cost.
Support for marketing, branding, common
Infrastructure, capacity bullding and training.
i 4 Support for support to SHGs, FPOs
o 4 and Producer Cooparativas.
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d | India not merely as a political -

h | entitybut 45 a civilisational con- |

Aheli Das Y

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Vice-president Jagd-
eep Dhankhar on Thursday
called for a collective effort to
reclaim and nurture the “Indian

Knowledge System” (IKS), which

| he said had endured two major

disruptions — the Islamic inva-
sions and British colonisation.

Speaking at the inaugural ses-
sion of a three-day conference on
IKS at Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-

sity (JNU), Dhankhar described

e f‘ tinuum rooted in centuries of

-
-

-

enquiry, debate, and learning.

“Islamic invasion of India
caused the first interlude in the
glorious journey of the Bharatiya
Vidya Parampara (Indian
Knowledge System). Instead of
embracing and assimilation,
there was contempt and destruc-
tion,” Dhankhar said.

On a lighter note, Dhankhar
also quipped about his tenure: “I
will retire at the right time,
August 2027, subject to divine
intervention.”

Referring to the Turko-Af-

ghan military general Bakhtiyar
Khilji, Dhankhar said, “Barba-

' Restore l;nowledge legacy
disrupted by invasions:

Aheli Das

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU), on
Thursday condemned an
attempt by some students to
block the cavalcade of the
vice-president during his
visit to the campus. -+«

o “Adfew students tried to
* block the cavalcade of thé
Vice President. Such actions
not only violate the princi-

V-P

University slams JNU students |
for bid to block V-P cavalcade |

ples of democratic expres-
sion but also tarnish the
image of the university,
While JNU fully respects
right to peaceful protest, jt
strongly discourages any |'
form of unlawful or disrupt- |
ive behaviour,” JNU said. '
The JNU Students’ Union
(/NUSU) said the protest /

- was part of their ongoing

demands, which include
reinstating the JNU
Entrance Examination.

rism prevailed over civilisation.”

The second interruption, he
noted, came with British colonial
rule, which reduced India’s
knowledge institutions to train-
ing grounds for “brown babus”,
replacing thinkers with clerks
serving the East India Company.

The conference, themed “The
Resurgence of IKS”, is being held
from July 10 to 12, with discus-
sions on integrating traditional

Indian knowledge in philosophy,

science, and the arts into mod-

ern educational and policy
frameworks. “This conference.”
Dhankhar said, “is a serious aca-
demic effort to correct a historic
wrong.” Also present at the event
were Union minister of ports,
shipping and waterways, Sarba-
nanda Sonowal, and JNU vice
chancellor Santishree Dhulipudi
Pandit. “IKS is not symbolic but
real,” Dhankhar said, urging for
the digitisation of classical
Indian texts to enhance accessi-
bility.
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NEW DELHI: The law ministry
has asked all government minis-
tries to adhere to new guidelines
for reducing litigation, following
up on a directive it issued in
April that could reduce pend-
ency of cases, and also enhance
the ease of doing business in
India.

Last week, the ministry dis-

patched urgent reminders to all
government ministries last
week, seeking details of compli-
ance with its sweeping April
directive designed to overhaul
India’s approach to litigation
and reduce the state's over-
whelming presence in the
nation's overburdened courts.
Titled “Directive for Efficient Lit-
igation Management,” the April
document was a response to Tis-
ing pendency (the Union gov-
ernment alone has around
700,000 cases pending before
courts; states are likely to have at
least as much; and state-owned
companies will add to these
numbers) and delays in the judi-
cial process. Both alse increase
the cost of deing business in
India.

The situation is often exacer-
bated by ambiguous rules, pro-
cedural lapses, and a reflexive
tendency to appeal unfavorable

rulings, consuming billions in
taxpayer funds over the past dec-
ade.

Official data laid in the Parlia-
ment in April showed that the
Union government spent over
T80 crore had been spent in
2024-25 in government litigation
alone. Data from February
showed 2400 crore was spent
contesting cases in the last 10
years, with expenditure rising to
66 crore in 2023-24 alone.

Former Chief Justice of India
NV Ramana once labelled gov-
ernment as the “biggest liti-
gants” . Past efforts to address
this, notably the proposed
National Litigation Policy (NLP)
in 2010, stalled despite extensive
deliberations. While a revised
NLP was submitted to the Com-
mittee of Secretaries (CoS) in
2017,this body ultimately recom-
mended achieving the same end
through simplified guidelines
rather than a formal policy.
However, signalling renewed
commitment, Union law minis-
ter Arjun Ram Meghwal
approved the NLP just last year,
sending it to the cabinet for final
approval, paving the way for the
current, more forceful directive.

The April directive imposes a
near-total ban on government
appeals in commercial disputes
valued below Rs 10 crore,
acknowledging that ministries

LAW MINISTRY WAS
FOLLOWING UP ON
APRIL DIRECTIVE
TO OVERHAUL
INDIA’S APPROACH
TO LITIGATION

often litigate reflexively. Any
appeal involving sums under
this threshold now requires
explicit prior approval from a
powerful committee chaired by
the Expenditure Secretary.
Appeals to the Supreme Court
are severely restricted, permitted
only in seven exceptional scenar-
i0s, such as matters threatening
national security, causing grave
social injustice, or exposing con-
flicting High Court rulings.
Recognizing that poor inter-
nal legal capacity fuels much
unnecessary litigation, the
directive mandates the creation
of specialized legal cells within
every heavily litigated ministry
or department within a strict
90-day deadline. These cells
must be staffed with qualified
personnel , directly addressing
the admission that “most minis-
tries/departments do not have a
dedicated legal cell” and that
“many officials... do not possess
qualification in the field of Law,"
which leads to contempt pro-
ceedings and avoidable losses.

Overseeing each ministry's
entire litigation portfolio will be
a Nodal Officer, typically a Joint
Secretary possessing legal
expertise.

Technology is central to this
transformation. The existing
Legal Information Management
and Briefing System (LIMBS) is
slated for a major upgrade,
evolving into a real-time litiga-
tion command centre, It will be
integrated with e-Courts data
and made mandatory for track-
ing all government cases, proc-
essing lawyer payments, and
flagging problematic patterns
such as chronic adjournments -
Nodal Officers must be alerted
instantly “if more than two con-
tinuous adjournments are
sought.” Furthermore, minis-
tries are mandated to employ
“technology, data analytics, and
artificial intelligence” to perform
root-cause analyses on signifi-
cant case losses using a stan-
dardized template, aiming to
identify and rectify systemic fail-
ures. A new Government Arbi-
tration Portal, modelled on the
National Judicial Data Grid, will
assign unique IDs to all govern-
ment arbitrations, bringing
unprecedented transparency to
the costs and progress of these
disputes.

The directive places a major
emphasis on Alternative Dispute

MY INDIA

Ministries told to follow SOP !
to slash pending court cases :

Resolution (ADR) to divert cases
from the courts, Ministries must
proactively identify disputes
suitable for resolution under L‘he
2023 Mediation Act. A key prin-
ciple reinforced is that “arbitral
awards do not serve as prece-
dent for future cases.” aiming to
prevent endless cycles of similar

litigation. To tackle decades-old |

backlogs, ministries are empow-
ered to design amnesty schemes
for “non-compliance... wh:c]l
does not affect public interest,

particularly concerning out-
dated or repealed laws, actively

pushing settlements through |

ADR mechanisms.

De ents known for high
litigation, like Pensions, a:;\?
already taking proactive steps. V.
Srinivas, Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Administrative Reforms

and Public Grievances and |

Department of Pensions and
Pensioners' Welfare said that
the directive is “futurustic in
nature.”

Shruthi Naik, team lead of the
JALDI (Justice Access and Low-
ering Delays in India) at the
Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy, cit-
ing a recent Rajya Sabha reply,
said, “Streamlining government
litigation is crucial not just for
saving public money, but also for
reducing the burden on courts,
improving access to justice, and
easing business.”
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17 fisheries clusters launched

NEW DELHI, JULY 10
Union Minister for Fisheries
Rajiv Ranjan Singh on Thurs-
day launched 17 new fisheries
clusters under PM Matsya
Sampada Yojana to boost and
upscale the sector. With this,
the number of fisheries clus-
ters in India has reached 34.
Marking National  Fish
Farmers’ Day-2025 at ICAR-
Central Institute of Freshwater

Aquaculture Bhubaneswar, the
minister also inaugurated and
laid foundation stone of 70 proj-
ects with an outlay of Rs 105
crore, covering 11 states.

He credited fish farmers for
making India ‘the second-

- largest fish producer. Inland

fisheries now contribute 75% of
the total produetion with the
sector giving livelihoods for
over 3 crore people. — TNS
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4 held for manufacturing
illegal pesticides in Alipur

NEW DELHI, JULY 11 July 9. The raid was cqnduct-
Four men, including a edin cgordipation with the
godown ownet, Were arrested insectimdfe inspector from
in Outer North Delhi’s Alipur the Agriculture Depart-
for allegedly manufacturing ment of the Delhi govern-
and storing illegal pesticides ment," DCP (0“‘%%5....%‘01111)

77 'The accused have been e, officials discovered a large
identified as Parveen, the quantity of unlicensed and
godown owner; Manoj Kumar  potentially harmful pesticides
Yadav (45), Rahul Kumar being illegally stored and
Yadav(22)and Shaty Narayan  repackaged,hesaid.
Yadav (24), who work as "A total of 3.2 tonnes of insec-
labourers at the site, he said.  ticides — likely to be used by

Around 3.2 tonnes of the farmers in the ongoing paddy
banned agricultural chemi- season — were seized. The
cals, worth approximately Rs - materials were found packed
3.5lakh, were recovered from  andlabelled in violation of legal
the premises, he added. ~ norms,"the DCP added.

"Acting on a tip-off, police ~ Based on the recovery, a case
raided a godown located at  was registered at the Alipur
Khasra No. 713 near Shivam  police station under Section 29
Dharam Kanta in Alipur on  of The Insecticide Act. — PTT
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Police, Agri Dept to ensure
fair urea, DAP distribution

Deputy Commissioners told to prevent hoarding, black marketing

DEEPENDER DESWAL

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

HISAR, JULY 11

With the kharif sowing sea-
son at its peak and fertiliser
demand surging, the

Haryana Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Depart-
ment has issued instruc-
tions to all Deputy Commis-
sioners to ensure fair and
smooth distribution of urea
and DAP while cracking
down on pilferage to neigh-
bouring states.

According to department
officials, while Haryana has
adequate stocks of urea, DAP
and other fertilisers, tight
micro-management at the
district level is essential to
ensure last-mile availability
and prevent irregularities.

“There are clear instruc-
tions to Deputy Commis-
sioners to take strict steps
to check such pilferage
immediately. The adminis-
tration is concerned about

 LATEST STOCK POSITION OF UREA (KHARIF 2025)

DISTRICT STOCK | DISTRICT STOCK
Ambala 4,926 | Karnal 6,938
Bhiwani 7,001 | Kurukshetra : 4'-23?-:. :
CharkhiDadri| 3,104 | Mahendragarh | 1286
Faridabad 2,262 | Mewat 5 90?
Fatehabad = | 7,288 | Palwal 10,515
Gurugram | 1,696 | Panchkula
Hisar 8,857 | Panipat

- Jhajjar 5415 | Rewari

- Jind 16,962 | Rohtak

 Kaithal 12,606 | Sirsa

_ Sonepat - _,::14 840.‘ Yamunanagar
B : Totaf‘143,415 MT

 (FIGURES IN MET NES)
the potential diversion of distribution through Hafed,
fertilisers, which may dis- Primary Agricultural Credit

rupt supply within Haryana
and itnpact genuine farm-
ers,” said a senior depart
ment official.

To streamline supply and
improve accessibility, the
department has decided to
route 40% of total fertiliser

Societies (PACS) and the
cooperative sector.

The department has
directed officials to curb
black marketing, hoarding
and tagging. of fertilisers,
and has asked for real-time
inventory updates through

the Fertilizer Monitoring
System (FMS) by ensuring
all Point of Sale (POS)
machines are updated.

In Hisar district, special
flying squads comprising
agriculture and police
department officials have
been formed to monitor
sales points and prevent
diversion of fertiliser. Addi-
tionally, checkpoints have
been set up along state bor-
ders to stop unauthorised
transportation.

“These flying squads and
checkpoints will help curb
black  marketing and
ensure that fertilisers are
transparently delivered to
genuine farmers,” said Dr
Rajbir Singh, Deputy Direc-
tor, Agriculture.

He said close coordination
among field officials and
prompt response to com-
plaints will be key to main-
taining transparency and
availability.
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