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Srinagar logs hottest 
June in last 47 years 
Ashig Hussain 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash 

mir's summer capital Srinagar 

has recorded the hottest June 

since 1978, and second hottest 

since 1892, Srinagar meteorolog 

ical centre's director Mukhtar 

Ahmad and independent 

weather forecaster Faizan Arif 

said on Tuesday. 
Arif, taking to his Kash-

mir_weather handle on X, said 

that the average maximum 

mean tenmperature for June was 
31.0°C. "The mean minimum 

temperature in June 2025 settled 

at 18.2°C, resulting in an overall 

average temperature of 24.6°C" 
he added. 

He said that in 1978, the aver 
age mean maximum for the 
month reached 32.9°C. "The 
overall average temperature in 
1978 reached 25.0°C, driven by a 
higher mean maximum of 
32.9°C, though the mean mini 
mum that year was lower at 
17.1'C," he said. 

The weather office's Ahmad 
confirmed the data saying June 
this year was similar to that of 
1978. He attributed this to the 
dry weather conditions and 
scant rainfall in Kashmir valley 
in May and June 

"In the June of 1978, the tem 
I perature of 35 degrees Celsius 

Pedestrians cover their faces 
for protection on a scorching 
day in Srinagar. PTI 

was recorded on more than 10 
days. Similar conditions were 
recorded this year as well. How 
ever that year the maximum 
crossed 37 degrees Celsius which 
was not the case this year, 
Ahmad said. The highest 
recorded this June was 35.5°C on 
June 24.The all-timne highest 
temperature for the month in 
Srinagar stands at37.8°C 
recorded on June 29,1978. 

An overall average tempera 
ture of 24.6°C--the same as this 
year-was also recorded in 1971 
and 1973, placing this June on 
par with some of the hottest 

Junes in history, Arif said. 
He said that Qazigund, the 

gateway into South Kashmir, 
recorded a mean maximumn of 
30.3*C and á mean minimum of 
16.1'C, taking the overall average 
temperature to 23.2C in June 

the highest since 1973. 



Niti Aayog's paper called for lower agri tarifs 
Zia Haq & Vrinda Tulsian 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

A paper on US-India farm trade 
by Niti Aayog, now withdrawn, 
suggested a selective lowering of 
tariffs to the country's advan 
tage, including on genetically 
modified (GM) soyabean and 
corn, apart from creating liberal 
domestic farm markets, a key 
provision of the farm laws 
repealed by the Modi govern 

ment following a backlash from 
farmer unions.. 

The paper authored by econo 
mists Ramesh Chand and Raka 

Saxena, acknowledged challen 
ges posed by Trump's reciprocal 
tariffs announced in April, but 
identified areas where India 
could gain while recommending 
reforms to enhance acceptance 
of Indian produce in the US. It 
was first uploaded on the think 
tank's website on May 30, and 
withdrawn in the following 
week. 

H3 NITI AAYOG 
NITI BHAWAN 

Niti Aayog's paperon US-India 
farm trade was withdrawn. PTI 

Ongoing negotiations 
between the two nations present 
"clear opportunities for reform 

and mutual benefit, the authorsAayog, the state-rkn think tank. 
said. Chand is member and Sax Washington's demand that 
ena a senior adviser at the Niti India open its markets for GM 

soyabean and corn, which the 
US produces in excess, has been 
a key sticking point in talks for a 
bilateral trade agreement, 
according to a person familiar 
with the matter, who asked not 
to be named. India doesn't allow 
GM foods and has steered clear 
of home-grown GM technologies 
in crops, such as mustard. 

The paper however said India 
could look at lower tariffs on GM 
produce from the US."India is 
the largest importer of edible oil 
in the world and the US has huge 
export surplus of soybean which 
is GM. India can offer some con 

cessions to US in import of soy 
bean oil to meet US demands to 
reduce trade imbalance, without 
harming domestic production," 
the authors wrote. 

The US wants greater market 
access for its farin produce in 
India, which enjoys a large agri 
cultural trade surplus, with total 
farm exports valued at nearly 
$5.7 bilion in the three years 
ending 2024, as per the paper. 
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Ifatrade agreement isn't con 
cluded before July 9, a date set 
by Trump, then higher US tariffs 
of 26% on India's exports will 
kick in. 
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Major relief to HAU in 
{23-cr tax penalty case 
Exemption can't be denied for delay in filing return, says tribunal 

DEBPENDER DBSWAL 
TRIRUNE NEWS SHRVICE 

HISAR, JULY 1 

In a significant relief to 
Chaudhary Charan Singh 
Haryana Agricultural Uni 
versity (HAU), Hisar, the 
Income Tax Appellate Tri 
bunal (ITAT), Delhi Bench. 
has allowed the universi 
ty's claim for tax exemp 
tion worth Rs 25.47 crore for 

assessment the year 
2018-19, setting aside the 

for imposed penalty 
delayed return filing. 

The Income Tax Depart-
ment had earlier imposed a 
total liability of Rs 22.93 
crore on the university, 
including Rs 7.64 crore in 
tax and Rs 15.29 crore in 
penalties, citing under 

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

YAMUNANAGAR, JULY 1 
Haryana Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare Minister 
Shyam Singh Rana on Tues 
day said the Pradhan Mantri 
Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) 
has proven highly beneficial 
for farmers across the state, 
with claims worth over Rs 32 

. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Subject: Transter of ownership in respect of House 
INo. 1528, Sector-10A, Gurugram, Haryana in 

Crop insurance scheme proves 
beneficial for farmers, says Rana 

and he had not left registered or unred 
endleaying behiodfollowina legalheirs 

The tax authority also 
rejected HAU's claim for 
exemption under Section 
10(23C)(iiab), which pro 
vides relief to govern 
ment-funded educational 
institutions. The Commis-
sioner of Income Tax 
(Appeals) [CITA)J had 
upheld the assessment 
officer's order. 

Howeve, in ajudgment dat 
ed May 14, a copy of which is 
with The Tribune, the ITAT 
ruled in favour of HAU, 
declaring the denial ofexemp-
tion and imposition of penal-

Over 732 cr disbursed under PM yojana in Yamunanagar district 

reporting and misreporting 
of ineome and failure to file 
the return within the pre 
scribed deadline under Sec 
tion 139(1) of the Income 
Tax Act, 1961. 

egistered witl 

respect of consequent upon the nestate Geath of|| Raj Narayan Kaushik, Director, Agriculture, presents a 
the Allottee Sh. Inderjit Juneja Slo Shri Harmemento to Agricúlture Minister Shyam Singh Rana in 
Bhagwan who was the Allottee of the subject cited 
Property, as per record, he has died on 01-05-2024|| Yamunanagar on Tuesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO 

Barat bn ohoa har e wife or shnn | croredispursed in amu 
inderjit Juneja namely Smt Prem Arya had expIrednanagar district alone. 

on 16-07-2024.Now, Sh. Bharat Bhushan Juneja 
Son of Late Sh. Indenit Juneja Rlo House No- 1528, The Minister was address 
Circular Road, Near Lions Public School, Sector 10A, Gurugram, Haryana, to apply for the transler of| ing a state-level programme 
his fathers share of the said property in his favourl organised by the Agriculture being the legal heir and request for re-allotment of 

Juneja. Ifany person is having any objecion against 
his fater's share, in the name of Bharat Bhushan and Farmers Welfare Depart 

ties as legaly untenable. 

the transter of bidplothouse, he'she can stbmiment to mark Fasal Bima 
objecions in writing to the Estate officer-i, HSVP, Saptah (Crop Insurance 
Seclor-14 Gurugram, along with supporting 

In its appeal, the univer 
sity argued that it is a gov 
ernment-funded institu 
tion established under an 
Act of Parliament in 1970 
and functions solely for 
educational purposes. It 
pointed out that there is no 
explicit provision under 
Section 10(23CXiiiab) or 
Section 139(4Ce) that 

makes timely return iling 
a mandatory precondition 
for exemption. 

|documents within 30 days from the dale ofWeek) in Radaur town. Also 
|publication of this moice. otherwise the Estale present were Director ofAgri 
Officer may accord permission to transferire 
allotment of the said property as per HSVP policy 
and may not entertain subsequent claim, ifany, 

Legal heir;-Bharat Bhushan Juneja (Son) 
On behalf of Estate Oficer HSVP 

Sector-14, Gurugram 

Agreeing with the universi 
ty's position, the ITAT held 
that HAU fulfilled both con 
ditions required for exemp 
tion: It exists solely for edu 
cational purposes and is 
wholly or substantially fund 
ed by the government. 

culture Raj Narayan Kaushik 

and Joint Director Rajeev 
Mishra as special guests. 

"Neither Section 
10(23CXiiiab) nor Section 
139(4CXe) makes timely fl 
ing of return a mandatory 
condition for exemption," 
the tribunal ruled. 

The scheme ensures that 
farmers pay minimal premi 
ums and receive maximum 

compensation in case of crop 
damage," Rana said, adding 
that lakhs of farmers have 
already benefited under 
PMFBY. 

The Bench further 
observed that HAU had sat 
isfactorily discharged the 
burden of proving its eligi 
bility, and the denial by tax 
authorities stemmed from a 
misinterpretation of the law. 

He highlighted that claims 
can now be filed through an 
online system, simplifying 
the process for farmers. He 
also clarified that crop insur 

Accordingly, the ITAT 
allowed the university's 
appeal and deleted the 
addition of Rs 25,47,64,090 
from the assessed inconme. 

The ruling was pro 
nounced by Judicial Mem 
ber Madhumita Roy and 
Accountant Member Bra 
jesh Kumar Singh. 

ance is voluntary for those 
with bank loans, while non 
loanee farmers can inde 
pendently opt into the 
scheme. 

Currently, three insurance 
companies are implementing 
the scheme across Haryana, 
the minister said. 

"I urge all farmers to com 
plete their crop insurance 
before July 31, either at Com 
mon Service Centres (CSCs) 
or through their mobile 
phones," Rana said. 

He also used the occasion to 
promote natural farming 
practices, urgng farmers to 
adopt environmentally suS 

tainable techniques. 
"If yields fall short under 

natural farming, the govern 
ment will compensate farm 
ers based on the fiveyear 
average yield," he assured. 
Calling for greater farmer par 
ticipation in policy improve 
ments, the minister invited 
farmers to submit practical 
suggestions for improving 
agricultural practices. 
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Basmati shipments resume, 
insurance worries persist 
HEART OF 
HARYANA 

PARVEEN ARORA 

FTER days of paralysis at Indi- to resumption of shipments, but the an ports due to heightened ten- situation is still fragile. Our entire 
sions between Iran and Israel,trade is at risk without marine insur relief has arrived for rice exporters. 

Shipments of basmati to Iran 
nearly 1 lakh metric tonnes stuck at 
Kandla and Mundra ports have 
started moving again. 

However, despite the resumption, 
exporters from Haryana remain 
concerned. Their major worry: the 
lack of marine insurance to safe 
guard shipments amid fragile 
geopolitical climate. 

We had nearly one lakh metric 
tonnes of basmati stuck at the ports, 
but now it has started going" said 
Satish Goel, president of the All India 
Rice Exporters Association (AIREA), 
"After several days of tension and sit-
ting idle due to circumstancesbeyond 
our control, we have been relieved due 

ance coverage.", 

HARY 

Sushil Jain, president of the 
Haryana Rice Exporters Association, 
echoed the concern, Without marine 
insurance, we are like farmers plant 

ing crops in a storm without shelter," 

eiy A delegation from AIREA met 
Union Commerce and Industry Min 
ister Piyush Goyal on June 30, both 
to markamilestQne of 6 million met 
ric tonnes in basmati exports and to 
push for expanded risk coverage 
under the Export Credit Guarantee 
Corporation (ECGC). 

"Currently, the ECGC ofosai 
COver 

age only when the buyer defaults. We 
rged the Union Minister to extend 
this to include 'all-risk' mnarine cover 
age to ensure protection during crises 
like the ongoing conflict," Goel added. 

he said. "There is no security for us.3 -

Jain stressed thatmarine insurance 
is critical for export businesses, cover 
ing risks such as theft, damage, 
delays and natural disasters during 
transit. His association has also 
reached out to the Agricultural and 
Processed Food Products Export 
Development Authority (APEDA), 
seeking support to persuade insur 
ers to offer such coverage. 

ueiVJay Setia, former AIREA presi 
dent, called the lack of marine insur 
ance the biggest gap" in the current 
trade safety net. 

Ports are considered neutral zones 

unless it's a full-blown war. That 
ho cOuntry typically targets them 

makes marine insurance essential," 
Setia said. When ports are targeted, 
it's not just one nation affectedit 
could spark a world war Yet our ship 

ments are not covered. If even one 
incident occurs, it could destroy a 
year's worth of trade." 

Setia also pointed out that Iran 
accounts for nearly 20% of India's total 
basmatiexports, and 60-70% ofthat vol 
ume comnes from Hlaryanathe heart 
land of India's basmati cultivation. 
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Out of these, 1.92 crore ben 
eficiaries will be first-timers, 

ntering the workforce. The 
benefits of the scheme would 
be applicable to jobs created 

between August 1, 2025, and 
it July 31, 2027. 
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Centre's incentive scheme 
to create 3.5crjobsin2years 

ili 

TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, JULY 1 

The Union Cabinet on Tues 
day approved the Employ 
ment Linked Incentive (ELI) 
scheme aimed at generating 
over 3.5 crore jobs in two 
years. The scheme, with a 
total outlay of Rs 99,446 crore, 
will support job creation, 
enhance employability and 

expand social security cover 
age across sectors, with a spe 
cial push for manufacturing. 

afterthe Cabinet meeting, Min-
ister for. Information and 
Broadcasting Ashwini Vaish-
naw informed that under the 
scheme, while first-time 
employees would get one 
month'swage (upto Rs l5,000), 
the employers would be incen 
tivised for hiring andretaining 
additional workers. 

The ELI scheme was 
announced in the Union Bud-
get 2024-25 to generate formal 
employment by offering 
financial support to both 
employers and first-time 

First-timers to get one 
monthis wage as sop 

employees. Tb avail the bene 
fits, employees must enrol in 
EPFO and meet Aadhaar 
bank seeding requirements. 

With the ELI scheme, the 
government intends to catal-
yse job, creation in all sectors, 
particularly in the manufactur 
ing sector, besides incentivis 
ing youth joining the work 
force. for the first time" 
Vaishnaw said. 

Besides, in a major move to 
strengthen India's research 
and innovation ecosystem, 
the Union Cabinet on Tues 
day approved the Rs 1 lakh 
crore Research Development 
and Innovation (RD) 
scheme. The initiative aims 
to provide long-term financ 
ing or refinancing with 
extended tenors at low or zero 
interest rates, especially to 
the private sector. 

The RDI scheme is designed i 
to bridge a critical funding gap 
faced by private players in 
translating research into mar 
ket-ready products. Itwill focus 
on sunrise andstrategic sectors 
such as energy transition, ci 
mate action, economic security 
and deep tech, including quan 

tum computing and digital economy, while also addressing national challenges in agricul ture, health and education 
through Al-enabled solutions. 

Projects reaching Technolo 
gy Readiness Level (TRL) 4 or 
higher� where the technolo 

gy has significant potential for 
real-world application will 
be eligible for support. Lower 
TRL stages (1 to 3) are consid 
ered experimnental. 

The Department of Science 
and Technology will serve as 
the nodal agency for imple 
mentation. Strategic over 
sight will come from the Gov 
erning Board of the 
Anusandhan National 
Research Foundation 
(ANRF), chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. The 
Executive Council of the 
ANRF will finalise project 
sCopes and recommend fund 
managers, while an Empow 
ered Group of Secretaries led 
by the Cabinet Secretary will 
approve changes and review 
the scheme's performance. 

Describing the initiative as a 
"bold stride" towards making 
India a global hub for R&D, 
Union Minister Dr Jitendra 
Singh said the scheme would 
catalyse private sector invest 

ment in cutting edge research 
and indigenous innovation. 



Adecadeof 
digital India 
NARENDRA MODI, PRIME MINISTER 

EN years ago, we embarked on a bold journey into 
uncharted territory with great conviction. While 
decades were spent doubting the ability of Indians 

to use technology, we changed this approach and trusted 
the ability of Indians to use technology. 

While decades were spent thinking that use of technol 
ogy will deepen the gap between the haves and the have 
nots, we changed this mindset and used technology to 

eliminate the gap between the haves and the have-nots. 
When the intent is right, innovation empowers the less 

empowered. This belief laid the foundation for Digital 
India: a mission to democratise access, build inclusive 
digital infrastructure and opportunities for all. 

In 2014, Internet penetration was limited, digital litera 
cy was low and online access to government services was 
scarce. Today, that question has been answered notjust in 
data and dashboards, but in the lives of 140 crore Indians. 

In 2014,India had around 25 crore Internet connections. 
Today, that number has grown to over 97 crore. 

India's 5G rollout is among the fastest in the world. 
India Stack, which is our digital backbone, has enabled 

platforms like UPI. Around half of all real time digital trans 
actions happen in India. India's digital economy is empow 
ering MSMEs and small entrepreneurs like never before. 

ONDC (Open Network for Digital Commerce) is a revo 
utionary platform which opens a new window of oppor 
tunities by providing a seamless connection with huge 
market of buyers and sellers. 

GeM(Government e-Marketplace) enables the common 
man to sell goods and services to all arms of the govern 
ment. This not only empowers.the common man with a 
huge market but also saves money for the government. 

India's Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) from Aadhaar, 
CoWIN, Digiocker and FASTagto PM-WANIand One Nation 
One Subsription is now studiedand adopted globally. 
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Government gets DGCAnod 

for first-ever cloud seeding trials 
Tobeheld between Aug30 &Sept 10,aims to figtpolution 
ANSHITA MEHRA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, JULY 1 

The Delhi Government has 
received the final go-ahead 
from the Directorate General 

of Civil Aviation (DGCA) to 
conduct the Capital's first 
ever cloud seeding trials. This 
initiative marks the first time 
any Indian state has secured 
aviation clearance specifically 
for pollution-mitigation-based 
cloud seeding operations. 

The trials are scheduled to 
take place between August 30 
and September 10, a revised 
timeline suggested by meteo 
rological experts due to the 
early onset of monsoon. Orig 
inally, the window approved 
by the DGCA was between 
July 4 and July 11, However, 
in consultation with the 
India Meteorological Depart 
ment (IMD) and the Indian 
Institute of Tropical Meteo-
rology (IITM), Pune, IIT 
Kanpur recommended the 
new dates to ensure optimal 
cloud conditions. 

Environment Minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa addresses a press 
conference in New Delhi on Tuesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: MUKESH AGGARWAL 

TO BE CARRIED OUT BY CREW FROM IIT-KANPUR 
The targeted areas for the cloud seeding sorties include Alipur, Bawana, 
Rohini, Burari, Pavi Sadakpur, Kurndi border and parts of the Eastem 
Peripheral Expressway-zones iderntifed for their pollution retention leveks 
and dloud fomation poterntial. The operation will be carried out by a trained 
Crew from IITKanpur's Department of Aerospace Engineering using aircraft 
VTHIT, a Cessna 206+H fitted with specialised cloud seedingequipment. 

While announcing the 
development, Delhi Envi-
ronment Minister Manjin-
der Singh Sirsa said: 
"Cloud seeding has been 
discussed for years but nev 

er acted upon. We coordi 
nated with 13 departments, 
secured all approvals and 
now Delhi will witness this 
historic experiment." 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 



Government gets 
DGCA nod for.. 
The targeted areas for the 
cloud seeding sorties include 
Alipur, Bawana, Rohini, 
Burari, Pavi Sadakpur, 
Kundli border and parts of 
the Eastern Peripheral 
Expressway - zones identi 
fied for their pollution reten 
tion levels and cloud forma 
tion potential. The operation 

will be carried out by a 
trained crew firom IITKan 
pur's Department of Aero 
space Engineering using air 
craft VIIT a Cessna 206-H 
fitted with specialised cloud 
seeding equipment. 

The process involves dis 
persing hygroscopic particles 
such as sodium chloride from 
below cloud layers to stimu 

late precipitation and pro 
mote the washout of pollu-
tants from the atmosphere. 
The goal is not just immedi-
ate rainfall but long-term 
data to plan smog mitigation 
strategies for winter months. 
According to the the 

DGCA's permission letter, 
the trials must comply with 
stringent safety and air-
space regulations. The 
flights will operate under 
Visual Flight Rules (VFR), 
aerial videography or pho 
tography is prohibited and 
the aireraft must avoid 
restricted or sensitive 

zones unless separate per 
missions are secured. Coor 
dination with Air Traffic 
Control and adherence to 
all flight operation proto 
cols is mandatory. 

"This mission will not only 
provide real-time data but 

also help calibrate and scale 
up efforts during October to 
December, when AQI in Del 
hi worsens," Sirsa said. He 

said the data would be 
shared with pollution 
boards, scientific institu 
tions and courts for possible 
future replication. 

The minister also used the 
occasion to criticise previous 
administrations for inaction. 
While they kept cloud seed 
ing on paper for 10 years, we 
held multiple meetings and 
completed the process in just 
four months. The aircraft is 
ready, the crew is trained and 
the plan is in motion." 

Positioning this effort as part 
of the broader Environment 
Action Plan - 2025, the minis 
ter said the project reflects the 

Delhi Government's commit 
ment to science-backed, data 
driven governance under 

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta, 
inspired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's vision of 
Viksit Delhi." 

Three criminal 
aws wilL. 
hands, be it while policing or 
having their meals, had 
become a common sight as 
the new criminal laws were 
slated to be rolled out from 
July 1, 2024. 

The small book was the 
training module where sec 
tions of BNS were listed on 
the right side and their corre 
sponding IPC sections were 
listed on the left. The police 
men were at all times, before 

the implementation of the 
three new criminallaws, seen 
memorising them. 

The laws were finally rolled 

out on July 1, 2024 and 

despite initial hiccups, the 
Delhi Police efficiently start 
ed registering the cases 
under the new laWw. 

In the past year, while 
timelines for investigation 

and trial have been intro 



Incred1ble nda 

Celebrate the 

King of Fruits 

MELA 

with Culture, Colour & Creativityl 

Yedavindra Gardens, Pinjore 4th, 5th &6h July, 2025 

Como, holtday with ua 

INAUGURATION 
by 

Chief Minister, Haryana 

Dr. Arvind Kumar Sharma 
Heritage & Tourism Minister, Haryana 

Sh. Nayab Singh Saini 

In the August Presence of 

Explore lato large variety of Mangoes 

Relish Delicacies at the Food Court 
Excting School Competitions 

Haryana Tourism Head Office 
Email- haryanatourism@gmail.com 

4 July 

HIGHLIGHTS 

on Friday, 4th July, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. at Yadavindra Gardens, Pingore 

Art and Crafts Bazaa 
Thrling Mango Eating Contests 

Amusenent Area for Chikren 

Mango Duz 

Sh. Shyam Singh Rana 
Agricuiture & Farners Weltare Minister, Haryana 

Experience the Star-Studded Evening 
Live from 6 PM onwards! 

5h July 

For Participation/ Registration/ Clarifications, 
Please contact: Yadavindra Gardens, Pinjore 
Email- pinjore@hry.nic. in, Tel.: 01733-20759, 231877 
(M) +91 97791 00579, +91 94684 64857 

Rinku Kalia (Winner of Zee TVs Sa Re Ga Ma) 
Saurabh Attri (Ragini Perfarmance) 

Pt. Subash Ghosh (Scintilating Classical Fusion) 
Anshu Sharma (Haryanví Fok Sensation) 

6 July 
Padanshri Mahavir Singh Guddu (Folk Music Sensation) 

Vipul Mehta (Playback Singer, lndian ldol Season 6 VWinner) 

a Follow us on 

www.facebook.com/haryanatourisnindia 
Www.x.com/Haryanalourism 
Www.instagram.com/haryanatourism.oficial 
For online Room Reservation 
Log on to ww.haryanatourism.gov.in 



Steephike in mustard oil pri 
hits 48lakh BPLfamilies in state 
Beneficiaries under PDS to pay 100 for 2 litres instead of f40 
RAVINDER SAINI 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

ROHTAK, JULY 2 

In a move affecting over 48 
lakh Below Poverty Line 
(BPL) and Antyodaya Anna 
Yojana AAY) beneficiaries 
across Haryana, the state 
government has sharply 
increased the price of mus 
tard oil distributed under the 
Public Distribution System 
(PDS). Starting this month, 
the cost for two litres of mus 
tard oil has surged from Rs 40 
to Rs 100 �a two-and-a-half 
times hike. 

The revised pricing was 
conveyed through a circular 
issued by the Directorate of 
Food, Civil Supplies and Con 
sumer Affairs to all district 
authorities yesterday. The cir 
cular, issued by the Joint 
Director (PDS), instructs Dis 
trict Food and Supplies Con-
trollers (DFSCS) to imple 

ment the hike with 
immediate effect. 

You are directed to charge 
Rs 100 for two litres of mus 
tard oil from beneficiaries 

BPL beneficiaries stand in a queue to get ration. FILE 

and ensure its availability. 
Depot holders Depot holders must deposit 
the collected amount accord 
ingly so that oil distribution 
continues as per th� revised 
rates," the letter states. 

In Rohtak district alone, 
1,82,875 beneficiaries are 
directly affected. Confirming 
the development, Virendra 
Singh, DFSC, Rohtak, said 
the new price is now in effect. 
"Besides mustard oil, wheat 
and sugar are also provided 
to BPL and AAY cardholders 

under the PDS," he added. 
The price hike has, trig-. 

gered anger and anxiety 
among low-income families 

already struggling 
inflatión. 

with 

Poor families are already 
finding it difficult to survive 
amid soaring prices of essen 
tials. This hike has added 
more pressure to our daily 
lives," said Ramesh, a BPL 
cardholder in Rohtak. 

Sonu, a beneficiary from 
Jhajar, called the move 
"unfortunate" and a major 
setback" for the poor. "A 
slight increase would have 
been understandable, but 
this steep hike is excessive. 
Mustard oil is an essential 
commodity; we simply can 
not do without it," he said. 

Beermati, another PDS 
beneficiary, echoed similar 

Concerns. «We are already 
struggling to afiord basic 
food items and now the goy 
ernment expects us to pay Rs 
100 for mustard oil. This is 
not a small increase -it's a 
huge jump." 

Monu, a grocer, said a two 
litre bottle of mustard oil was 
Currently being sold in the 
market for Rs 300. 

As per the government 
data, the hike wil impact 
large numbers of beneiciar 
ies in every district-Farid 
abad (3,49,871), Hisar 
(3,41,338), Karnal (3,01,682), 
Panipat (2.54.683). (2,54,683), Sirsa 
(2,60,822), Sonepat (2,55,966), 
Yamunanagar (2,51,270). 
Ambala (2,04,220), Jnd 
(2,58,727), Kaithal (2,14.706), 
Rewari (1,56,494), Kuruk 
shetra (1,85,779), Gurugram 
(1,80,201), Jhajjar (1,63,042), 
Mahendragarh (1,70,261), 
Fatehabad (1,91,432), Palwal 
(2,26,984), Nuh (2,45,829), 
Panchkula (85,229), and 
Charkhi Dadri (89,915). 



Governmnent of the National 
Capital Territory of Delhi 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT 
Govt, of NCT of Delhi 

6th Level, C-wing, Delhi Secretariat, 
I.P. Estate, New Delhi-110002 

Tele: 23392306 

NOTICE 
Invitation for offering Technical Support to 

Environment Department on a pro-bono basis 
from Expert Institutions/NGOs/Organisations 

The Department of Environment, Govt. of NCT of Delhi 
invites Expression of Interest (Eol) from Expert institutes/ 
Research institutes/organisations for providing technical 
assistance & back-end Support to the department on 
various sectors of pollution control on pro bono basis 
for the period of six months extendable for another 
6 months. The document with all information relating to 
the process, including aim and objective, scope of work, 
terms and conditions, application format etc. is available 
on the website of Department of Environment, GNOCTD at 
(https:/lenvironment.delhi.gov.in). 
The Proposal should be submitted in an envelope marked 
"Expression of Interest (Eol) for offering Technical 
Support to Environment Department on a pro-bono 
basis from Expert Institutions/NGOs/Organisations. 
The Expression of Interest (Eol) may please be submitted 
in hard copy to the Director, Department of Environment, 
Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Level 6th, C-Wing, Delhi Secretariat, 
I.P. Estate, New Delhi-110002 (by post or by hand) latest 

|by 18.07.2025 at 5.00 pm. The Department reserves the 
right to cancel any or the entire selection process without 
assigning any reason thereof. 
DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0117/25-26 

MD1 1 

Director (Environment) 



NITT Aayog proposes 
faster green nods 
for chemical sector 
Vrinda Tulsian 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The government 
think-tank NITI Aayog on Thurs 
day called for sweeping reforms 
to slash environmental clearance 
times for chemical manufactur-
ing projects from nearly two years 
to six months, citing bureaucratic 
delays that it said deterred foreign 
investment. 

The average clearance now 
takes 451 days -196 days longer 
than the prescribed 255-day time-
line--with 90% of projects facing 
delays, according to a report 
launched in Delhi by NITI CEO 
BVR Subrahmanyam and vice 
chairman Suman Bery. 

"These delays significantly 
inflate project costs and disrupt 
industrial development," the 
report stated, noting India's 
approval process takes substan 
tially longer than the United 
States' one year or the European 
Union's 12-18 months for major 
projects. 

The report, titled, "Chemical 
Industry: Powering India's partic-
ipation in Global Value Chains," 
identifies prolonged public con 
sultations, documentation incon 
sistencies and insufficient regula-
tory resources as primary causes 
of delays. 

NITI Aayog proposes establish 
ing a dedicated oversight commit-
tee under the ministry of com 
merce and industries by 2026. 
aiming to ensure fewer than 10% 
of projects face delays. The com 
mittee would work alongside the 
environment ministry to identify 
bottlenecks and publish quarterly 
progress reports. 

Key reforms include granting 
the expert appraisal committee 
autonomy to make final deci 
sions,.eliminating validation 
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THE AVERAGE 
CLEARANCE NOW 
TAKES 451 DAYS. 
WITH 90% OF 
PROJECTS FACING 
DELAYS, SAID THE 
NITI AAYOG 

REPORT 

requirements by the Environ 
mental Impact Assessment 
Authority (ELAA)--a change that 
could save 45 days. Alternatively, 
companies could proceed with 
provisional "deemed" environ 

mental clearances. 
The current approval proçess 

requires multiple stages: applica 
tion submission, screening and 
classification, public consultation, 
environmental impact assess 
ment scrutiny, expert appraisal 
and final authority decision. 
Delays are most acute during 
SCreening, expert appraisal and 
the final decision stage. 

The report suggests allowing 
companies to begin certain con 
struction activities at their own 
risk whilst awaiting final 
approval, specifically civil con 
struction for capital expansion or 
product mix changes not requir 
ing public hearings. 

Additional proposals include 
allowing chemical parks to grant 
pre-environment clearances to 
industries and exempting fresh 
clearances when product mix 
changes don't increase pollution 
loads. 

"Easing the EC process could 
enhance the supportive regula 
tory environment without com 
promising the environment," the 
report concludes, citing potential 
improvements to India's ease of 
doing business ranking. 

NewDelhi 



Understanding India's 
nutritional adequacy 

rutritional adequacy underpins an economy's 
growth to a significant extent. In this Context, 
I the latest Household Consumption Expenditure 

Survey provides data on nutritional intake that 
should prompt policymakers to bridge gaps. 

First, the calorie consumption at the lowest 
fractile of India's economic classes (the bottom 5% 
of the population by expenditure) remains 
significantly below what is considered ideal for 
Indian adults. At 1,688 kilocalories (kCal) a day in 
rural areas and 1,696 kCal in urban areas, the 
average intake falls short of the recommended daily 
intake of 2,500 kCal by close to a third. Even as 
governments-both the Centre and the states -try 
to ensure adequate intake through support 
programmes including the public distribution 
system, several other factors are in play. Problems 
of access, nutrient balancing, efficient targeting and 
delivery need urgent solutions. That said, the trend 
of a shrinking gap between the top and bottom 
fractiles over the past decade is heartening. 

Second, the recent trend of diversification of 
households' nutritional basket holds strong. Though 
cereals continue to be the single-largest source of 
protein for households, their share in the overall 
protein pie is falling, with households turning to 
pulses, dairy and meat/fish/poultry. That is 
welcome, given it indicates rising spending on 
nutritional balance-with commensurate imprints 
on human health. As non-communicable diseases 
start to define India's morbidity picture, it is 
necessary to get the nutritional mix and diet 
basket right. 

Third, as the data is parsed for regional patterns, à 
more comprehensive picture of deficits is likely to 
emerge, not always fitting neatly with economic 
conditions. There will be sociocultural factors at play 
that need to be understood and factored in as the 
State moOves to tweak policies. 



ChiefSecy unveils multi-pronged pa 
to tackle stubble burning pollution 

DIomass Use in kilns, model roads, evehicles part ofstrategy in NCR 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

CHANDIGARH, JULY 3 
The chairperson of the Com mission for Air Quality Man agement (CAQM), Rajesh 
Verma, today chaired a high 
level nmeeting to review 
Haryana's progress in 

s implementing environmen 
tal directives. Chief Secre 
tary Anurag Rastogi pre 

n sented a multi-prOnged 
daction plan to tackle air pol-

lution across the state, espe 
t cially in the NCR region. 

Rastogi said the state is 
a. fuly geared up to eliminate 
e. paddy stubble burning in 
e the current year. 

e 

The state has taken 
a proactive steps involving 
e both financial incentives 
n and regulatory actions to 
le address the issue in a holis-

en tic manner," he said. 
Haryana expects 85.5 lakh 

to metric tonnes of straw from 

nt 41.37 lakh acres of paddy 
cultivation this year. To 

reduce stubble burning, it is 
offering assistance under 
three schemes: Rs 8,000 per 
acre under Mera Pani Meri 
Virasat, Rs 1,200 per acre 
under Crop Residue Man-
agement (CRM) and Rs 
4,500 per acre for Direct 
Seeded Rice (DSR), Appli-
cations are being processed 
through the Meri Fasal 
Mera Byora portal. 

The state is also mandat-
ing the use of paddy straw-
based 'biomass pellets in 
brick kilns in non-NCR dis-
tricts. Under Direction No. 
92, biomass usage will 
begin with 20% by Novem 

ber 2025, rising to 50% by 
November 2028. 
This environmentally 

sustainable initiative has 
received the Chief Minis 
ter's approval," Rastogi 
said, adding that a Standard 
Operating Procedure will 
be issued within 15 days. 

To fight dust pollution, 
each road-owning agency 
must develop one model 
stretch aligned with 
CAQM guidelines. A train-
ing programme involving 
CAQM, HSPCB and NGOs 
was recently held for 
capacity building. 
Urban road redevelop 

ment is being planned i 
Gurugrarm, Faridabad and 

Sonepat, covering side. 
walks, greening, paving. 

and construction and demo. 
lition waste management. 
The meeting also 

reviewed Haryana's 
orogress on reducing vehic. 

ular emissions, including 
phasing. out end-of-lite 

vehicles, promoting electric 
vehicles and encouraging 
clean fuel adoption by e 
commerce fleets. 

We are committed to 

shifting public transport 
fleets, including auto-rick 
shavws, to cleaner fuel-based 
vehicles in a phased man 
ner," said Rastogi. 

Chairperson Rajesh Ver 
ma appreciated Haryana's 
effort and said: "The state's 
data-driven, time-bound 
and financially backed 
roadmap is commendable. 
There's a need to scale up 
IEC activities to build pub 

lic awareness," he said. 



19tonnes ofsoil containing 
Bhopal gas tragedy waste 
destroyed after 4 decades 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, JULY 3 

After more than four decades 
of the deadly 1984 Bhopal gas 
tragedy, the Madhya Pradesh 
Pollution Control Board 
(MPPCB) destroyed around 
19 tonnes of contaminated 
soil from the defunct Union 
Carbide factory at a haz-
ardous waste facility in 
Pithampur, officials said on 
Thursday. The latest disposal 
follows the earlier incinera-
tion of 337 tonnes of chemical 
waste from the same site. 

The factory was the epicen 
tre of the Bhopal gas tragedy, 
which killed over 5,400 peo 
ple and left thousands with 
chronic health conditions 
after a massive leak of 
methyl isocyanate gas. 

Shrinivas Dwivedi, 
Regional Officer of MPPCB. 
said the latest batch of soil, 
containing remnants of toxic 
substances, had been fully 
destroyed through high-
temperature incineration. 

Additionally, 2.2 tonnes of 
packaging waste, mostly iron 
drums used for transport, is 
also being dismantled and 
burnt, with disposal expected 

Methylisocyanate leak 
atfactorykilled 
5,400 in 1984 

tobe completed s soon. 
Before incineration, the 

waste was mixed with lime and 
other neutralising materials, 
producing over 800 tonnes of 
ash. The ash has been sealedin 
leak-proof bags and stored 
securely. A dedicated landfll 
cellis being constructed to per 
manently dispose it of, follow 
ing scientific guidelines. 

The waste was transported 
in January amid protests by 
Pithampur residents over 
environmental and health 
concerns, which were dis 

missed by the state govern 
ment. Trial incineration of 30 
tonnes was conducted earier: 
with emissions reportedly 
found within safe limits at all 
burn rates tested. 

The MPPCB said the waste 
inchuded reactor residues, 
pesticide remnants and con 
taminated soil. No traces of 
methyl isocyanate or radioac 
tive substances were detected 
in the incinerated material, 
the board confirmed. 
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Benefits öf Nano Fertilisers 

NANO 
ZINC 
(.0% Zn w/w) 

IFFCO 

IFFCO, the farmers' own cOoperative organization, has always been working for the benefit of farmers of the country. Nano Fertilisers have been indigenously invented to avoid the ill effects of indiscriminate use of chemical fertilizers and to promote balanced fertilizer management. We request all farmer to adopt innovation in their farming practices and make sure to use liquid Nano Fertilisers-Nano Urea Plus, Nano DAP, Nano Zinc, and Nano Copper. The use of indigenous Nano Fertilisers supports chemical free farming and strengthens the vision of Self-Reliant India' and Self-Reliant Agriculture' 

NANO 
UREA 

IFFCO 
Wholly owned by Cooperotives 

FFCO 

2025 
nternational Year 

of Cooperathves 
aBetter 

ncrease n Grop:Yield and Quality 
Reduction in' the uae of.chemical fertilizers 

Decrease in air, water, and soilkpollution 
Reduce the nti ce olpests and eiseases 

Easy to transportand store 

Completely safe and Harmtess 

Use Nano DAP for early. seed gernination 
and better plant growth 

Use Nano Zincwhen there is a zinc 
deficiency in crops 

Nano Copperis beneficial for healthy plant 
qrowth and better fruiting. 

NewDelhi 

Nano fertilizer. is suitable for PM PRANAM 
scheme of Government ofIndia 

IFFCO 

NANO 
DAP 

Nano Urea Plus and Nano DAP are effective alternatives to granular Urea and DAP. 

QUDA8:16:0)) 

Under the 'Sankat Haran Bima Policy, get free accidental insurance coverage of up to 2,00,000/- on purchase of these fertilisers. 
T&C apply 

Scan the QR Code to get information related to state 
wise farmers experience of using nano fertilizers! 
trial reports of agricultural universities and research 
institutes, published articles and results of field trials. 

IFFCO 

NANO 
COPPER 

Farmers are encouraged to adopt Nano Fertilisers at least once in their cultivation practices, 
following the recommended application methods. 

1800 103 1967 

’ Cooperatives and agricultural input dealers are advised to ensure that Nano Fertlisers are sold 
to farmers only with proper technical guidance. These products must not be bundled or sold 
under any pressure along with other agricultural inputs. In case any dealer is found engaged in 
Such practices, the matter should be reported to the toll-free number provided below or contact 
the concerned filed officers of IFFCO or officials of agriculture department of the respective 
districts. 



Natural farming the way 
forward: Agri Minister 
TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE 

CHANDIGARH, JULY 4 
Agriculture and Farmers' 
Welfare Minister Shyam 
Singh Rana today said that 
natural farming was the 
need of the hour, and the 
state had taken an initiative 
to promote it. 

The inclination of farmers 
towards natural farming was 
also inereasing. "Natural 
farming will not only reduce 
environmental pollution, 
but also there will be avail 
ability of good and nutri 
tious food. The use of NPK 
fertilisers is expected. to 
increase as a result of redåc 
tion in the use of chemical 
fertilisers," he said. 

"The transplantation of 
paddy was almost com 
plete, and the. consump 
tion of DAP and urea fer 

Directs officials to 
ensure there is 

enough DAP, urea 
tilisers will increase. 
Therefore, officials should 
ensure. that there is no 
shortage of fertilisers. 
Black marketing of urea 
and DAP fertilisers should 
be stopped," he said. 

The minister was presid 
ing over a review meeting 
with officials of the Agricul-
ture and Farmers Welfare 
Department at his' resi 
dence here. He directed the 

officials to maintain a 
record of DAP and urea fer 
tilisers and also make 
arrangements to ensure 
that Haryana's fertilisers 
did not go to other states. 

He said that if someone 

engaged in black marketing 

of fertilisers, and sold fake 
medicines and seeds, action 
should be taken against them. 
If the dealer was forcibly sell 
ing any other product, along 
with fertilisers, to farmers, 
action should be taken.Offi 
cials should keep a record of 
fertiliser sales every day, and 
try to resolve the problems 

faced by the farmers immedi 
ately" he said. 

The process of getting 
crop insurance had started 
under the Pradhan Mantri 
Fasal Bima Yojana, he stat 
ed, adding that farmers 
should be made aware of 
the importance of getting 
their crops insured. If any 
company was not offering 
insurance, a report should 
be prepared, so that farmers 
did not face any problems, 
he stated. 
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IFFCO, the farmers' own cooperative organization, has aways been working for the benefit of farmers of 
the country. Nano Fertilisers have been indigenously invented to avoid the il effects of indiscriminate use of 
chemical fertilizers and to promote balanced fetilizer management. We request all farmer to adopt innovation in 
their faming practices and make sure to use liquid Nano FertilisersNano Urea Pius, Nano DAP, Nano Zinc. 
and Nano Copper. The use of indigenous Nano Fertilisers supports chemical free farming and strengthens the 
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Scan the QR Code to get information related to state 
wise farmers' experience of using nano fertilizers/ 
trial reports of agricultural universities and research 
institutes, published articles and results of field trials. 

FarmerS are encouraged to adopt Nano Fertilisers at least once in their cultivation practices, 
following the recommended application methods. 
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Cooperatives and agricultural input dealers are advised to ensure that Nano Fertilisers are soid 
to farmers only with proper technical guidance. These products must not be bundled or sold 
under any pressure along with other agricultural inputs. In case any dealer is found engaged in 
such practices, the matter should be reported to the toll-free number provided below or contact 
the concerned filed officers of IFFCO or officials of agriculture department of the respective 
districts. 



Varsity incubation centre 
offers grant for agri business 

HISAR, JULY 4 
The Agri Business Incubation 

Centre (ABIC) at Chaudhary 
Charan Singh Haryana Agricul 
tural University (HAU) 0s offer 

ing grants ranging from Rs 4 
lakh to Rs 25 lakh for setting up 
businesses in the agriculture 
sector The initiative, funded by 
the Union Ministry of Agricul 
ture and Farmers Welfare, 
invites applications online 
through the HAU website 
wwwhau.acin, with a deadline 

of September 10. 
VC BR Kamboj said the 

opportunity was meant for 
unemployed students, farmers, 

women, and budding entrepre 

neurs, who want to take their 

business ideas to the next level. 

The ABIC offers specialised 
training in marketing, network 
ing, ing, hcensing, trademark, 
patents, technology, and fund 
ing to give a new dimension to 
startups" he said. 

Three major programmes are 
on offer Student Orientation 
Programme, Pahal and Safal 
2025 each with different 

grant provisions. The grants 
range from Rs 4-25 lakh. In the 
last six years, 73 startups have 
received nearly Rs 9 crore 
funding from the Agriculture 

and Farmers Welfare Ministry. 
Kamboj emphasised that this 

is a golden opportunity for 
youth to start their own busi 
nesses in the agriculture sector, 
making transitiorn from job 
seekers to job creators. With 
training and financial support, 
participants can explore a vari 
ety of business opportunities, 
inchuding processing, vahue 
addition and packaging. 

The VC said entrepreneus 
who have been a part of the 
ABIC have successfully scaled 
their businesses to crore level 
turnovers while also generating 
employment for others.-TNS 
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