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Ring of fire surrounds Los Angeles 
A series of wildfires, driven by fierce winds, have scorched the Los Angeles county, destroying homes and 
businesses of celebrities and commoners alike, prompting thousands to flee under strict evacuation orders 

SYLMAR 
STARTED 
TUESDAY 

10:20PMIAcres bumed 
Loated just north of San Fermando, the. 
fire has triggered evacuation orders in 
neighbouring Santa Clarita. 

PALISADES FIRE 

PACIFIC PALISADES 
STARTED 
TUESDAY 
1030am/2cres of land burned by fire 

855 

t grew injust 20 minutes from a blaze 

People 
killed 

of 20 acres to more th¡n 200 acres, and 
has now crossed 17,000 acres. At At least 
30,000 people have so far been ordered 
to leave thelr homes. 

2,000 Homes, businesses 
damaged 

Area burnt 

17,234 

29,000: 

Residents under 
evacuation orders 

180,000 

Estimated loss 
$52Mmlan- $51 ston 

o Hollywood Sign 

acres 

ICONIC PLACES 
UNDER THREAT 

Holliywood Boulevard 
Hollywood Walk of Fame 
Madame Tussauds Wax Museum 

"The Comedy Store 
Ovation Hollywood 

NewDelhi 

|EVACUATION ORDER: 
Leave immediately 

EVACUATION WARNING: 
Potential threat to life 
and property 

HURST FIRE 

GETTY 
MUSEUM 

ESTAGE 

SUNSETFIRE 
HOLLYWOOD 

BEVERLY HILLS 

SANTA MONICA 
VENICE BEACH 

CELEBRITIES IMPACTED 
Anthony HopkinsPriyanka Chopra 

"Paris Hilton 
Leighton 

Meester and 
Adam Brody 

Eugene Levy 
Miles Teller 

DOWNTOWN 
LOS ANGELES 

8Jonas 
Ben Affleck 

Bill Hader 

Billy Crystal 
Tom Hanks and 

Rita Wilson 

EATON CANYON 
STARTED 
TUESDAY 

6:18PM ars of land 
burned byfire 

The blaze expanded to cover 1,O00 acres within the flrst sh hoursof 
breaking out in the Altadena in the hlls 

10,600 

EATON EIRE 

HOLLYWOOD HILLS 
STARTED 
WEDNESDAY 
5:57PM 

48 
Acres burmed 

The fire broke out in the t 
aresidentiali 

neighboNOod Hills 
Toverlookíng 

the iconic Hollywood area o of the cityA 
mandatory evacuation arder is in place 

above Pasadena It has cdalmed 
Alives so far. 



F. No. 2(11)/2020-PL-Part (2) 
Government of India 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
[Policy & Law Division] 

Level-I, Jal Wing, 
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor Bagh Road, New Delhi-03 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change invites 
applications for filling up of twenty-two (22) posts of Associates 
Legal) on contractual basis in the Policy & Law Division of the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEFCC) on 
payment of a consolidated monthly remuneration ranging from 
{40,000/- to 1,00,000/-. 

The detailed Advertisement including the Application Form, 
qualífications, terms of engagement,age limit, conditions 
of service, etc. are available on the Ministry's website 
NWW.moef.gov.in at https://moefccrecruitment.nic.in/moef 
legal-recruitment. 
The last date for submitting the application in the Ministry 
s 31.01.2025 (11.59 p.m.). All applications together 

vith enclosures have to be submitted online at the link i.e. 
htps://moefccrecruitment. nic.in/moef-legal-recruitment. The 
Ministry shall not entertain any other mode of submission of 

application nor shall process any application received beyond the 
due date and time. 
CBC 13101/11/0012/2425 
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A simple man with exemplary lifestyle 

JAI JAWAN 
JAI KISAN 

A grateful Nation pays homage to Bharat Ratna 

Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri ji 
(Former Prime Minister of India) 

on his 59th Death Anniversary 

Floral tribute is being organized by 
Government of NCT of Delhi 

on 11h January, 2025 at 10:30 AM 
at Vijay Ghat, New Delhi 

All are cordially invited 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI 

DIP/Shabdarth/Display/0064/24-26 



Govt committed to promote 
natural farming, says Sukhu 

SHIMLA, JANUARY 10 
Chief Minister Sukhvinder 

Singh Sukhu today said the 
state governmnent was com 

mitted to promote natural 
farming and one lakh fami 

lies would be linked with nat 
ural farnming in the coming 
year. This was stated by the 
Chief Minister while chairing 
a review meeting of the Agri 
culture Department here 
today. He directed the depart 
ment to map farmers culti 
vating wheat and maize 
through natural farming 
methods across the state. 

The Chief Minister stated 
that all farms under the Agri 
culture Department in the 
state would be fully devel-
oped for natural farming by 
next year, which would focus 
solely on producing seeds for 
natural farming. He instruct 
ed establishment of high 
tech storage centres for 
wheat and maize produced 
through natural farming. He 
said one lakh families would 
be linked with natural farm 
ing'in the coming year and 
also directed to explore possi-
bilities to set up a solar power 
plant in Tal at Hamirpur. 

Sukhu said that data collec-
tion on natural farming practi-
tioners would be conducted at 
the block-level which would 
be integrated with the Him 

One lakh families would be linked with natural farming. FILE 

Parivar database. "Himachal 
is on its way to becoming a 
leading state in natural farm 
ing and the state government 

was leaving no stoneunturned 
to achieve this goal with a view 
to benefit maximurn farming 
community" he said 

The CM said that for dis-
ease management in the 
crops grown naturally, it was 
important to adopt natural 
treatment methods. He 

stressed developing a certifi-
cation process for natural 
farming seeds and directed 
the department to establisha 
high-end laboratory for test 
ing soil and seeds to support 
natural farming initiatives. 

He said that to strengthen 
the rural economy, the state 
government was planning to 

open processing plants for 
turmeric and ginger. Apart 
from this, the government 
was also contemplating to 
start dairy-based degree 
courses at Chaudhary Sarvan 
Kumar Agricultural Universi 
ty, Palampur to encourage 
youth in this sector. 

The Chief Minister was 
apprised that 3,989 quintals of 
maize grown through natural 
farming was purchased dur 
ing 2024-25 Kharif season. 
The target for the upcoming 
Rabi season has been set at 

8050 quintals. Agriculture 
Minister Chander Kumar, 
Deputy Chief Whip Kewal 

Singh Pathania and MLA 

Sanjay Awasthi and other sen 
ior officers were present in the 
meeting. -TNS 
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Groundnuts and 
winter camaraderie 

USHA BANDE 

HARINGa packet of freshly roasted groundnuts, my 
friend and I sat on a bench just opposite the bank branch 
near Kali Bari, Shimla, basking in the mellow sunlight. 

The day was bright as winter had not yet arrived, but the 
moongphali vendor had punctually set up his roadside »shop 
-a familiar sight in the town. 

"I love the crunching sóund of cracking open a nut,"I 
said, pressing a nut and depositing the shells into a 
paper bag. My friend exclaimed, I enjoy rummaging 
through the packet searching for a nut or two amidst the. 
shells and husks. It's like treasure-hunting." We 
exchanged a broad smile, a far cry from the giggles of 
our teenage years. The weight of being professors had 
tempered our laughter but not our ebullience. 

Across the road, the vendor boy fanned his little 'sigri, and 
the amorphous smell of wood and charcoal wafted through 
the air, triggering a sensory journey through time. Year after 
year, the moongphaliwala materialises, as if from nowhere, 
to spread his wares, ignite the small sigri and do brisk busi 
ness-a constant in an ever-changing world. I have watched 

this ritual unfold every season, and a naïve question often 
crosses my mind, �How come he hasn't grown?" Of course, I 
know the answerin akind of relay race, his younger broth 
er or cousin replaces the older sibling. 

"School nahi jaate?" I asked. 
"Hum iskool chhod diya hoon, madamji," he replied. I did not 

wish to prod the kid further: I was impressed by the business 
acumen of these unassuming folks. Honed through years of 

hands-on experience and perseverance, their expertise can 
compare favourably with that of seasoned entrepreneurs. 

Interestingly, the humble groundnut forms an insepara 
ble part of winter camaraderie, particularly in the North. 
Winter has its pleasures, its abundänce, warmth of com 
panionshíp and traditions; and these unpretentious nuts 
are associated with many of these. It could be a marathon 
session of storytelling or chit-chat around the bonfire 
when shared experiençes create a tapestry ofsurreal mys 
tique. Or, it could be Lohri celebrations when fistfuls of 
groundnuts and reuri are offered to the fire, with music 
and dance charging the atmosphere. 

Each crackle of the Lohri bonire seems to narrate forgotten tales -of harvesting joys and the blessing of abundance; of our indigenous Robin Hood, Dulla Bhatti, the saviour of 
women anda godfather to Mundri; of the joyous ditty "Sundar 

Such innate cormmunion with the community and friends means an equally intrinsic harmony with nature. It becomesa thrilling experience of cultural and sensory immersion something we miss in the hustle and bustle of modern life. 

mundriye." followed by the raucous refrain, 'ho! 



{ GRIM LANDMARK TIPPING POINT? 

5out of 6 climate trackers show 2024crossed 
1.5Cmark;2 clock warming higher than L.6C 

Anew record high for daily global average temperature was 
reached on July 22, 2024, at 17.16°C. 

MC 

AFP 

Jayashree Nandi 
letters @hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The year 2024 was 
both the warmest year on 
record as well as the first year 
when the average global tem 
perature broke the 1.5 degrees 
Celsius (C) threshold over pre 
industrial level, the Copernicus 
Climate Change Service (C3S) 
said on Friday. 

According to WMO's consoli 
dated analysis of the six data 
sets, the global average surface 

temperature was 1.55°C above 
pre-industrial levels. "Today's 
assessnment from the World 
Meteorological Organization 
(WMO) proves yet again 
global heating is a cold, hard 
fact," said UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres in a state 
ment. 

While the threshold is intact 

- scientists typically use a 
longer-term average to measure 
the warming the number 
highlights that the world is 

continued on >15 



CLIMATE CRISIS 
either close or has passed a key 
tipping Point as far as the cli 
mate crisis is concerned. 

"Individual years pushing 
past the 1.5 degree C limit do 
not mean the long-term goal is 
shot. It means we need to fight 
even harder to get on track. 
Blazing temperatures in 2024 
require trail-blazing climate 
action in 2025," Guterres said. 

Five out of six global weather 
showed 2024 databases 

exceeded 1.5°C above pre-indus 
trial levels, with twoBerkeley 
Earth and ECMWF� showing 
the average to have crossed 
1.6°C of warming last year. 

"Human-induced climate 

change remains the primary 
driver of extreme air and sea 
surface temperatures, while 
other factors, such as the El 
Niño Southern Oscillation 

(ENSO), also contributed to the 
unusual temperatures observed 
during the year," a statement 

A study published in Advan 
ces in Atmospheric Sciences 
found that ocean warming in 
2024 played a key role in the 
record high temperatures. The 
Ocean is the warmest it has ever 
been as recorded by humans, 
not only at the surface but also 
for the upper 2000 meters, 
according to the study led by 
Prof Lijing Cheng with the Insti 
tute of Atmospheric Physics at 
the Chinese Academy of Scien 
ces. 

"Climate history is playing 
out before our eyes. We've had 
not just one or two record 
breaking years, but a full ten 
year series. This has been 
accompanied by devastating 
and extreme weather, rising sea 
levels and melting ice, all pow 

ered by record-breaking green 
house gas levels due to human 
activities," said WMO Secre 
tary-General Celeste Saulo. 

It was also the hottest year 
for India since 190l according to 
India Meteorological Depart 
ment. Large parts of India were 
impacted by extreme heat since 
April which killed scores of 

people in northwest and east 
India. 

The 2024 record is in keeping 
with the trend seen over the 
past decade. 

Samantha Burgess, Strategic 
Lead for Climate, ECMWF 
added in a statement: "Each 
year in the last decade is one of 
the ten warmest on record. We 
are now teetering on the edge of 
passing the 1.5°C level defined 
in the Paris Agreement and the 
average of the last two years is 
already above this level. These 
high global temperatures, cou 
pled with record global atmos 
pheric water vapour levels in 
2024, meant unprecedented 
heatwaves and heavy rainfall 
events, causing misery for mil-
lions of people." 

{FROM PAGE 1} 

A new record high for daily 
global average temperature was 

reached on 22 July 2024, at 
17.16°C. Last year was the war 
mest yeâr for all continental 

regions, except Antarctica and 
Australasia, as well as for sizea 
ble parts of the ocean, particu 
larly the North Atlantic Ocean, 
the Indian Ocean, and the west 
ern Pacific Ocean. 

The total amount of water 
vapour in the atmosphere 
reached a record value in 2024, 
at about 5% above the 1991-2020 
average, according to ERA5, 
more than 1% higher than in 
2016 and 2023, the years with 
the previous highest and second 
highest values, respectively. 

Extreme temperatures and 
high humidity contribute to 
increased levels of heat stress. 
Much of the Northern Hemi-
sphere experienc�d more days 
than average with at least 
"strong heat stress" during 
2024. and some areas saW more 
days than average with 
"extreme heat stress. 

The atmospheric concentra 
tions of carbon dioxide and 
methane continued to increase 
and reached record annual lev 
els in 2024, at 422 parts per mil 
lion (ppm) and 1897 parts per 
billion (ppb), respectively. Car 

bon dioxide concentrations in 

to come up with a magical solu 
tion to stop things from getting 
worse in 2025. We know exactly 
what we need to do to transi 
tion away from fossil fuels, halt 
deforestation and make socie 
ties more resilient to the 

changes in the climate we see in 
so clearly in this report," said 
Friederike Otto, Senior Lecturer 
at the Centre for Environmental 
Policy, Imperial College London 
in a statement. 

IT WAS ALSO THE 
HOTTEST YEAR FOR 
INDIA SINCE 1901 
ACCORDING TÌ 

DATA FROM IMID 

BOMB HOAXES 
"We started looking for the 

sender on Wednesday and 
found the location of the device 
which was used to send the 
mail. The boy was identified 
and held on Thursday. During 
questioning, he revealed thathe 
has been doing this since last 
year," a senior police officer 
said. According to the ERA5 datá 

set used by ECMWE, the global2024 were 2.9 ppm higher thanh Investigation revealed the 
average temperature of 15.1'C in 2023, whereas methane con 

was 0.72°Cabove the l991-2020centrations were 3 ppb higher. 
average, and 0.12°C above 2023,"This record needs to be a 
the previóus warmest year on reality check. The climate is 

XE2O heating to levels we've spent record. 
This is equivalent to 1.6°C years trying to avoid because 

above an estimate of the 1850- countries are still burning huge 
1900 temperature designated to amounts of oil, gas and coal. A 
be the pre-industrial level. Each year of extreme weather 
of the past 10 years (2015-2024) showed just how dangerous life 
was one of the 10 warmest years is at 1.5C. The Valencia floods. 

boy's alleged involvement in at 
least three to four previous inci 
dents of bomb threats, but did 
not provide any details about 
those cases. "We found that the 
boy had told a few of his friends 
about the emails. He was doing 
it to delay exams or other events 
in schools. He also admitted 
that at times, he would boast 
about the emails and his friends 
would request him to send 
another email to delay exams or 
parent-teacher meetings," 
another officer said. 

Both officers asked not to be 

t 

from C3S said. 

on record. US hurricanes, Philippines 
typhoons and Amazon drought 
are just four disasters last year 
that were worsened by climate 
change. There are many, many 

more.The world doesn't need named. 
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