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APARNA BANERJI 

Tl am on January 1, an hour 
into the new year, 24 men, 
women and children eturmedto 
their obscure village in Bihar's 
Sitamarhi district on the Indo 

Nepal border after a terrifying ordeal in Pun 
jab- bruised and battered, but finally free. 
Four months earlier, in their desperation to 

escape the endless cycle ofpoverty, they had 
boarded a bus on the promise of a better 
future in Punjab's potato fields by an agent, 
Bigan Rai. They term him a butcher now. 

Child trafficking bonded laboux brute exploitation - the horrors endt°ed by migrants in Kapurthala point to glaring administrative lapses 

"Mitti kha ke jee lenge, par Punjab vapis 
nahi jayenge (We will survive by eating 
mud, but won't go back to Punjab)," says 
Theku Paswan (45), who, with the 
others, was emploved at Pahel Farms 
in Brindpur, in the heart of Kapurthala's 

The 24 were among the 30 persons, 
incuding 11 chidren, who were rescued 
from the farm, exposing the dark underbe] 
ly of this otherwise celebrated agrarianbelt. 

Most of those rescued last year were from 
villages in the Parihar, Sonbarsa and Sur 
sand blocks in Bihar. With small landhold 
ings and rampant poverty, they were lured 
into agreeing to employment opportunities 
in Punjab. The men were promised 15,000 
and women 12,000 per month as wages. 

The rescued men, women and children 
clain they were subjected to torture and 
cruelty on a routine basis. 

Paswan alleges, "We thought we will earn 
well, so we went with Bigan in August. We 
didn't knowwe had been hired by a butcher 
Bigan and a turbaned man were the most 
heartless. Adults and children were made to 
work from 4 am to 7 pm. We were beaten up 
if we put too much or too little water in the 
fields, or asked to go out. Denied toilet breaks, 
we were given meals only twice a day, and 
alwayspotatoes and soya bean. We workedin 
the cold, rain and sun until we just couldn't 
doitanymore. Wewere all separated from our 

fanilies. My daughterwas kicked and grand 
son beaten up. Ifwe had been together some 
of us may still have fought back" 

He claims some people also ran away from the farms but most stayed put, scared of the beatings if they were caught. 
Madan Lal, who went to work with his wife, alleged he was beaten up with a hoe. Since 2020, cases involving the rescue of 64 child labourers have been reported from various villages in Doaba's potato belt. 
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Since 2020, 64 child labourers have been rescued from various villages in Doaba's potato belt. TRIBUNE PHOTO 

Withthe help of activists fromthe Bachpan Bachao Andolan, a stream of impovershea parents from Bihar has been coming to Pun 
jab farrms each year- on the lookout for 
their"enslaved" children. While at least four 
FIRs have been registered in Bihar against the agents, the adrministration has failed to 
fix accountability of the farm OWners. While 38 children were rescued from the 
potato fields in Jalandhar's Pholariwal vil 
lage in December 2020, 13 were freed from Sidhwa Dona village, Kapurthala, on April 6,2022. A 12-year-old Sitamarhi-based boy 
was resCued in October 2022 from Sial vil 
lage in Kapurthala, while a child was res 
Cued during the raid on November 21 last 
year at Pehelwarn Farms in the same vil 

FARMI BONDAGE: 
lage. On December 29, 11 children (eight 
boys and three girls; three of them from 
Nepal) were rescued'from the farm. 

In Punjab, an FIR was registered against Major Singh and Resham Singh on April 
30,2022, following the Sidhwa Dona rescue. 
The owners were arrested, but later got out 
on bail. Last year, an FIR was registered against Teja Singh (82), owner of Pehalwan 
Farms, under Section 3 of the Child Labour 
Prohibition and Regulation Act, 1986, at 
Sadar police station, Kapurthala. 

The key accused, agent Bigan Rai, is 
believed to have trafficked at least. 25 children 
from Bihar since 2022 and is absconding. He 
is wanted for crimes such as wrongful con 
finement, wrongful restraint, criminal con 
spiracy, sexual assault and prostitution. 

Though he was arTested in Bihar in 2022, 

MARCH 23, 2022: FIR registered at Sonbarsa police station in Sitamarhi, Bihar, under 
Sections 370(5),324, 263 of the IPC and 3, 
14 of the Child and Adolescent Labour Act 
and 75 and 79 of the J) Act against Bigan Rai. 

AUGUST 28,2022: FIR lodged at Bela police station in Bihar (Sitamarhi) against agents Bigan Rai and Mishri Rai under Sections 363, 370,374,504, 506 and 34 of the IPC. 
NOVEMBER 21, 2024: FIR lodged under Sec 
tions 137(2), 146 and 3(5) of the BNS Act Sec tion 3/(1)(h)0s) of the SC/ST Act; Sections 17, 18 of the Bonded Labour System Abolition Act; 

FIRs INBIHAR,KAPURTHALA 
Sections 3 and 14 of the Child and Adolescent 
Labour Prohibition Act and Sections 75 and 79 
of the JJ Act against Bigan Rai at Bhitta police station in Sitamarhi, Bihar, on the complaint of 
the father of one of the (now rescued) children. 
DECEMBER 1, 2024: FIR under Sections 
70(2) (gangrape), 95 (hiring, employing, engaging or using a child for sexual exploita 
tion or pornography), 115(2) (voluntarily 
causing hurt to another person), 126(2) 
(wrongful restraint), 127(2) (wrongful confine 
ment), 61(2) (criminal conspiracy) of the BNS; Sections 4 and 6 (penetrative sexual assault) of the POCSO Act, Sections 75 and 79 

Pehelwan Farms case. workers alleged 
they weren't paid even minimum wages. 

Bachpan Bachao Andolan assistant proj 
ect officer Mukund Chaudhary and state 
coordinator Yadvinder Singh allege, "It's 
questionable how a contractor who faces 
charges was able to take so many 
fror rom Bihar to Punjab again Hienodo 
and licences should have been checked in 
Bihar and Punjab. Three children without 
any guardians continued working at a farm 
for months, and it escaped any scrutiny." 

Government departments, meanwhile, 
are content passing the buck. Assistant 
Labour Commissioner, Kapurthala, San 
tokh Singh, said, "We have data regarding 
construction labourers, not farm labour 
ers. None of the farmers is supposed to 
get labourers registered with us, only fac 
tory owners are. Farm labour is registered 
under the Agriculture Department." 

Bigan managed to get bail. He has been 
named in all four FIRs registered in Bihar 
since 2022. Despite his notorious child traf 
ficking track record, there isn'ta single FIR 
against him in Punjab as yet. Though the 
police say a chargesheet is under process, 
Bigan managed to flit in and out of farms 
with ease despite his criminal antecedents. 

Curiously, FIRs in Punjab haye been reg 
istered under bailable offences, providing 
a window to the farm owmers to go scot 
free. All of them, as expected, claim inno 
cence about the activities at their farms. 

Tarsem Peter, president of Pendu Maz- Demanding accountability, Peter says, door Union, says the implementation of"Sadly, all'attempts are made to protect the the Inter-State Migrant Workmen (Regula-tion of Employment and Conditions of 
Service) Act, 1979, which stipulates a 
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Chief Agricultural Officer, Kapurthala, Dr 
Balbir Chand, said, "We do not have infor 
mation regarding the labourers in the pota 
to belt. It's with the Labour Department' 

AKapurthala-based expert, advocate TS 
Dhillon, says, "One of the loopholes in the 
law itself is that the aspect of bonded 
labour in factories is well defned while it 
is open-ended regarding those exploited 
in farms. However, if an FIR for offences 
as strong as illegal confinement and sexu 
al abuse has been registered in Bihar, 
there is no reason why the same FIR can't 
be registered at another place-especial 
ly if the offender has been charged multi 
ple times and at multiple places. Also, 
apart from the abuser, the owner of the 
place where the offence took place cannot 
escape responsibility. Thirdly, the Labour 
Department is clearly responsible for the 
lack of proper surveillance and checks on 
labour being employed at farms." 

employing migrant labourers, lies largely 
ignored in the state."The contractors and 
labourers need to be registered here and in 
the home state and the contractor himself 
must have a licence. But, clearly, none of 
these formalities are being followed. The 
labour officers are responsible for punish ing those without a licence. Additionally,. there are sub-divisional committees con 
stituted to check bonded labour, which do 
not even hold meetings. We have advocat ed for these committees at the tehsil and 
village levels as well," he adds. 

offenders, especially powerful landowners." The legislation also stipulates passbooks for each worker, displacement allowances and humane working conditions. In the 

(exploitation of child employees) of the JJ Act 
and Sections 3, 4 and 5 (prostitution) of the 
Immoral Trafficking Prevention Act against 
Bigan Rai at Mahila Thana, Sitamarhi. 

DECEMBER 25, 2024: FIR lodged at Sadar 
police station, Kapurthala, under Section 3 
of the Child Labour Prohibition and Regula tion Act, 1986, against Teja Singh, resident of Brindpur, for the employment of a minor child at his farm as established by a 
November 21, 2024, joint raid by the 
Punjab Police and Labour Department at 
Pehelwan Farms in Sial village and another farm at Sidhwa Dona village. 

Kapurthala SSP Gauray Toora says, 
An FIR had already been registered against the farm owner folowing the 
November 21 raid. There will be addition 
al charges in the detailed chargesheet being filed regarding that FIR. Only one FIR is filed for one incident. Since the 
other FIRs had already been registered 
at Bihar, we will not be filing any addi 
tional FIRs in those cases at Kapurthala." On taking action to dissuade owners 
from employing child labourers, the SSP 
said, We are conducting awareness cam 
paigns and meetings with farm oWners." 

Kapurthala Deputy Commissioner Amit 
Kumar Panchal said, Whenever such a 
case is reporte, our joint teams immedi 
ately visit the site and all due action is tak 
en as per procedure. Our District Child 
Protection Unit also organises regular 
seminars and awareness on these issues." 

Back home after a horifying four months, Theku Paswan highlights the predicament: Here (in Bihar), there are no farm labour 
jobs. Some people work at brick kilns, The 
ones on the Nepal side pay better If we 
weren't this poo, why would we go to Pun jab? Now, we ll rather ie here." 

What's inexpicable in this saga ofhuman bondage, child tafficking and brute exploitation is the compulsion of well-to-do 
farmers to resort to such tactics. Just why? 

prosperous potato belt. 

detailed process for owners and firms 



NUCLEAR SCIENTIST 
RCHIDAMBARAM 
PASSES AVWAY AT 88 
Snehal Fernandes 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

MUMBAI: Distinguished phys0 
cist Rajagopala Chidambaram, 

who played a key role in the 
nuclear tests of 1974 and 1998, 
died on Saturday. He was 88. 
Chidambaram, who was associ 
ated with the nuclear weapons 
programme, died in a Mumbai 
hospital, a statement from the 
Department of Atomic Energy 
said. A pivotal figure in India's 
nuclear history, he played a key 
role in both the nation's first 
nuclear test, Pokhran-I (Opera 
tion Smiling Buddha) in 1974, 
and the second, Pokhran-II 

(Operation Shakti) in 1998. P7 
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Physicist who played key 
role in nuclear tests dies 
Snehal Fernandes 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

MUMBAI: Distinguished physicist 
Rajagopala Chidambaram, who 
played a key role in the nuclear 
tests of 1974 and 1998, died on 
Saturday. He was 88. He is sur 
vived by his wife Chella, and their 
daughters, Nirmala and Nithya. 

Chidambaram, who was also 
associated with the nuclear 
weapons programme, breathed 
his last at Jaslok Hospital in 
Mumbai at around 3.20am, a 

statement from the Department 
of Atomic Energy (DAE) said. 

"It is with profound sorrow 
that we announce the passing of 
Dr Rajagopala Chidambaram, an 
eminent physicist and one of 
India's most distinguished scien 
tists, this morning (4 January 
2025) at 3:20am. Dr Chidam 
baram's unparalleled contribu 
tions to India's scientific and stra 
tegic capabilities and his vision 
ary leadership in science and 
technology will forever be 
remembered," the statement said. 

Chidambaram was a pivotal 
figure in India's nuclear history, 
playing a key role in both the 
nation's first nuclear test, Pok 
hran-I (Operation Smiling Bud 
dha) on May 18, 1974, and the sec 
ond, Pokhran-II (Operation 
Shakti) in 1998. He led the 
Department of Atomic Energy 

Rajagopala Chidambaram wEF 

(DAE) team in designing and 
xecuting the nuclear devices for 

these tests. 
His contributions earned him 

the Padma Shri in 1975 and the 
Padma Vibhushan in 1999, two of 
India's highest civilian awards. In 
his six-decade-long career, Chi 
dambaram held numerous pres 
tigious positions, including prin 
cipal scientific adviser to the 
Government of India 
(2001-2018), director of Bhabha 
Atomic Research Centre (1990 
1993), chairman of Atomic 
Energy Commission, and secre 
tary to the government of India, 
DAE (1993-2000). He also served 
as chairman of the Board of Gov 
ernors of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (LAEA) 

Paying tribute to his predeces 
sor on X, former PSA Professor K 
Vijay Raghavan said, "With Chi-

dambaram's passing, we have 
lost one of the last remaining 
associates of Homi Bhabha.. His 
passing marks the end of an era 
in Indian science and technology 
of an individual who connected 
the earliest stages ofIndia's mod 
ern science to the present." 

Leading the nation in condol 
ing Chidambaram's demise, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

said he was "deeply saddened". 
"He was one of the key architects 
of India's nuclear programme 
and made ground-breaking con 
tributions in strengthening tributions in 
India's scientific and strategic 
capabilities. He will be remem 
bered with gratitude by the 
whole nation and his efforts will 
inspire generations to come," the 
PM said. 

Science and technology minis 
ter Jitendra Singh extended his 
condolences to Chidambaram's 
family. "Saddened to learn about 
the passing away this morningof 
eminent nuclear scientist Dr 
Rajagopala Chidambaram, who 
led India's Atomic Energy Com 
mission and played a key role in 
the development of strategic 
weapons. Dr Chidambaram's 
role in the two nuclear tests Con 
ducted by India was memorable. 
He also had the distinction of 

being Principal Scientific Advisor 
to the Govt of India for 17 years, 
Singh said. 

(1994-1995). 
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RAJAGOPALA CHIDAMBARAM, 

AJAY BANERJEE 

N May last year, atomic sci 
entist Rajagopala Chi 

Ldambaram, speaking at an 
event to mark the golden 
jubilee ofIndia's first nuclear 
test, highlighted how the 
country had defied predic 
tions of economnic doom fol 

lowing its nuclear tests in 
1974 and later in 1998. 

Joint efforts in research and innovalio). 

Architectoflndias nuclear milestones 

"Since then, the economy 
has grown exponentially, with 
foreign exchange reserves ris 
ing." said Chidambaram, for 
mer Chairman of the Atomic 
Energy Commission (AEC). 

OBITUARY 

The scientist, who played a 
pivotal role in both historie 
tests, passed away on Satur 
day, taking with him invalu 

INOVEMBER 12, 1936-JANUARY 
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a Scientist, Chidambaram pr 
vided a detailed account of his 

role in both nuclear tests. He 

revealed that the 1998 tests 

were initially planned for 1996 
but were delaved. 

A recipient of the Padma 
Shri (1975) and Padma Vib 

(1999), Dr Chi hushan 
dambaram's groundbreaking 

contributions to condensed 

matter physics, nuclear ener 
gy and strategic technologies 
form a lasting legacy. 

The office of the PSA noted 

that as Chair of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee to the 
Union Cabinet, Chidambaram 
championed advancements in 
energy security, materials 
SCience, supercomputing 
and nanotechnology. 
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Revive talks with protesting farmers, Khuddian urges entre 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

CHANDIGARH, JANUARY4 
Punjab Agriculture and 
Farmer Welfare Minister 
Gurmeet Singh Khuddian 
on Saturday urged Union 
Agriculture Minister Shiy 
raj Singh Chouhan to 
break the impasse and 
revive the dialogue process 
between the Union Gov 
ernment and the agitating 
farmers at the earliest. 

Chouhan was holding dis 
CUssions on reforms in the 
agriculture sector with agri 
ctrlture and horticuiture min 

-isters ofvarious statesand Us 
through video conferencing. 
Expressing urgency and 

concern, Khuddian said 
Jagjit Singh . Dallewal's 
indefinite fast had taken a 
critical turn. He said Dalle 
wal had been sacrificing his 
health and wel1-being for 
the past 40 days and it was 
imperative that the Centre 

Agricuture Minister Gurmeet Singh Khuddian (2R) duringameeting with Union minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan. 

took immediate action to 
addressfarmers' griev 

ances to save his life. Khud 
dian reiterated that the 
Punjab Government sup 
ported the farmers' legiti-
mate demands and enthu 
siasm for workíng together 
with the Centre to achieve a 
goal of prosperous agricul 
tural sector. 

Raising another issue of 
concern, he sought Rs 15,000 
per acre for the farmers as 
gap funding for providing 
returns over the variable cost 

of alternative cropsto wean 
them away fronm water-guz 
zling paddy crop. 

Khuddian said since the. 
fast depleting water table and 
climate change in the region 

were major issues of concern, 
there was an emergent need 
to shift maximum area fom 

paddy to other alternative 
crops under the crop diversi 
fication scheme. 
Khuddian said the Centre 

should come forward to help 
out farmers by offering finan 
cial assistance ofRs 2,500 per 
acre (Rs 2,000 per acre by the 

Centre and Rs 500 per acre by 
the Punjab Government) to the farmers for managing paddy straw scientifically as incorporation of paddy straw 
into soil entailed an addition al expenditure of about Rs 
3.000 to Rs 4,000 per acre. 
Although CRM machines 

had been provided to the 
farmers at subsidised rates, 
the additional cost associated 
with use of these machines 
was dissuading farmers to 
adopt such technologies, he 
added. Besides subsidy on 
crop residue management 
(CRM) machines. permnission 
should also be granted to the 
state to utilise the subsidy 
amount for various purposes 
such as CBG plants, biofuel 
plants, palletisation units 
etc., he proposed. 

Khuddian also sought a go 
ahead for the cultivation of 
BG 3 hybrid seeds, which 
were pink bollworm and 
whitetly resistant. 



s Baddi fourth most-polluted city in India 
AMBIKA SHARMA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

SOLAN, JANUARY4 
The industrial cluster of Bad 
di was rated as the fourth 
most-polluted city of India 
next only to Byrnihat in 
Meghalaya, Delhi and Noida 

-with the air quality index 
(AQ) hitting the very poor" 
level of 366. 

As.per the bulletin issued 
by the Central Pollution Con 
trol Board (CPCB), Baddi 
recorded an AQIof 366 which 
was marginaly lower than 
389 of Byrnihat, 378 of Delhi 
and 376 of Noida. 

This industrial belt figures 
among l1 cities nationally 
where the AQI level exceed 
ed 300 at 2:05 pm today. 

After maintaininga moder 
ate AQI in Decenmber 2024, 
this sudden movement 
above 300 indicated a steep 
deterioration of air quality 
which will trigger health con 
cerns, especially in the sensi 

tive population. 
From 289 AQI recorded yes 

terday at 4 pm, this steep rise 
indicates how the air has dete 
riorated in quality in the past 
24 hours. Respiratory illness on prolonged exposure is 
expected under such circum 

Industrial cluster's AQI level hits the yery poor level of 366 

Baddi figures among 11 cities nationally where the AQI level exceeded 300 on Saturday. ADITYA CHADHA 

MARGINALLY LOWER THAN DELHI, NOIDA 
As per the bulletin issued by the Central Pollution Contrõl 
Board (CPCB), Baddi recorded an AQl of 366 which was 
marginally lower than 389 of Byrnihat, 378 of Delhi and 
376 of Noida. 

stances, claim health experts, 
Particulate Matter (PM) 2.5 

has been indicated as the 
prominent parameter with 
its maximum level climbing 
to 500. Its minimum was as 
high as 237. Its average level 

was noted to be at 366. Vehi 
cle emissions, industrial boil 
ers, burning of wood etc con 
tribute PM2.5 to the air. 

PM10 has been identified as 
the other prominent contrib 
utor to the hazardous AQI. Its 

maximum level too was as 
high as 500 and its minimum 
stood at 144. So, its average 
stood at 304. 

Construction work, indus 
trial emissions, burning of 
wood add PM10 to the air. 
With four-laning work 
underway on the Baddi 
Nalagarh national highway, 
the roads abound in dust a and 
cause disçomfort to the sen 
sitive population. 



Lie sprouts in space, says ISROas 
ONpea seeds germinate in 4 days 
TRIBUNE NEWs SERVCE 

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 4 

In a significant milestone for 
India's space biology research, 
aWpea seeds carTied onb0ard 
the PSLVVCÐ0 POEM4 plat 
fom gernminated in space just 
four days after the launch of 
the SpaDex mission. 

The Indian Space Research 
Organisation ISRO) 
announced that leaves are 
expected to develop soon. 
This experiment, which stud 
jes plant gowth in micrograv 
ity, is part of the Compact 
Research Module for Orbital 
Plant Studies (CROPS) devel 
oped by the Vikram Sarabhai 
Space Centre (VSSC). 

CROPS aims to understand 
how plants grow under micro 
gravity, a critical aspect of 
India's future space missions. 
Theexperiment involves grow 

CROPS aims to understand how plants grow under microgravity. 

ing eight cowpea seeds in a 
controlled envionment. 

Life sprouts in space! 
VSSC's CROPS experiment 

onboard PSLVC60 POEM4 
successfully sprouted cowpea 
seeds in four days. Leaves 
expected soon,"SRO said in a 
statement, Cowpea seeds were 
chosen for the experiment 
because they sprout within a 

week. ISRO explained that 
passive measurements, 

inchuding camera imaging, 
Oxygen and carbon dioxide 
concentrations and relative 
humidity are being used to 
track plant growth. 

ISRO is preparing for a his 
toric joint docking operation 
with the Chaser satellite, sched 
uled for January 7. 



NEW DELHI 
SUNDAY 
JANUARY 05, 2025 

Deciphering scerets decp 
within Humayun's Tomb 
Aheli Das 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The majestic Huma 
vun's Tomb was blanketed by a 
thick layer of fog, as a group of 
history enthusiasts, packed in 
layers of clothing to fight off the 
morning cold, huddled around 
to learn about various structures 
within the vast complex. 

Saturday marked the third 
heritage walk in a series that the 
Municipal Corporation of Delhi 

(MCD) is conducting. Sanjeev 
Kumar Singh, an executive engi 
neer with the MCD heritage cell, 

I kicked off the day's history les 
sons at 9am with a discussion on 
Humayun's Tomb, built in 

F1565-72 AD, which houses more 
than 150 graves in 60 chambers. 

According to the Archaeologi 
cal Survey of India, Humayun's 
grieving widow Hamida Banu 
Begum had built the mauso 
leum. The tomb itself is made 
mostly of quartzite 
stone - locally pro 
cured from Delhi in 
that era. 

Singh pointed to the 
mosaic ofarchitectural 
styles, evident in the 
tomb's entrance, and 
said, "The jharokhe 
(windows) are in Raj 
put style, while the 
projections of the 
entrance which make a kind of 
U shape are inspired from Ira 
nian architecture." 

Visitors at Humayun's Tomb on Saturday. 

right of which lies the Isa Khan 
tomb enclosure (1547 AD), 
which includes the tomb and a 
mosque built during the lifetime 
of Isa Khan Niyazi, who was a 
noble in Sher Shah Suri's court. 

The MCD heritage cell walk 
also explored the many structure 
that the Humayun's Tomb com 
plex houses. The main entrance 
leads to a huge ground, on the 

Rita Rajput, heritage 
research assistant in 

MCD's heritage cell, 
said, "The arches here 
have Hindustani ele 
ments like elephant 
trunks and kalash, 
which is a feature of DELHI 

HERITAGE Indo-Islamic architec 
ture. The arches of the 
main tomb also feature 
circulár medallions, 

with designs made on lime by 
imprinting wooden frames." 

Sunday Hinàustan 

The tomb contains six ceno 
taphs, one of which marked Isa 
Khan's tomb, placed ight in the 
centre. "When the body of a per 
Son was laid down, it would 
always be in a perpendicular 

ARVIND YADAV/HT PHOTO 

manner to the direction of Kaaba 

(in Mecca)," Rajput continued, 
explaining how the directions of 
the cenotaphs were not random. 

The walk continued to the 
main path, which went right 
past another structure, named 
after Bu Halima, who according 

to Singh, is documented to be a 
very famous Arab dancer. 

"Contrary to misconceptions 
that Bu Halima was Humayun's 
wet nurse, we have found docu 
mentation as well as proof that 
she was not contemporary to 
Humayun," Singh said. 

The hunt for Dara Shukoh 
Saturday's walk, titled Dara Shu 
koh Humayun ke Saaye main" 
(Dara Shukoh in Humayun's 
shadow), was an extension of a 
previous discussion on Decem 
ber 21"The last resting place 
of Dara Shukoh", at the Town 
Hall in Chandni Chewkwhich 

had focused on the extensive 
research by Singh to find the 

Mughal prince's cenotaph. 
Thus, participants this week 

could see why Singh zeroed in 
on one among three cenotaphs, 
located in the south western 
chamber of Humayun's Tomb 
this is where he believes Dara 
Shukoh ís buried. 

"It was the book Alamgirna 
mah, the court history of 
Aurangzeb, which acted as a 
beacon, as ít mentioned that 
Dara Shukoh lay with Akbar's 
Sons, which meant we were 
looking for a chamber with three 
males," Singh said. He said ceno 
taphs witha kalamdan (pen box) 
are a man's cenotaph, while 
those with a takhti (slate) are a 
woman's cenotaph. 

Pointingto the differences in 
motifs andarchitectural features 
on one of the cenotaphs, Singh 
said, "This one has features spe 
cific to Shah Jahan's period, 
while the other two have designs 
specific to Akbar's period." 

"Three male cenotaphs. One 
has differences in design, Iying 
nearest to the entrance, meaning 
that was made the last. This, 
according to my research, is 
Dara Shukoh's last resting 
place," Singh ended. 

To be sure, Singh's theory is 
not definitive-while some his 
torians have congratulated his 
"find", many others have said 
that the argument has loopholes. 

MCD Officials have planned 
multiple walks till March, with 
the next event on Urdu shayari 
on January 18, in Chandni 
Chowk's Town Hall. The walks 
will be free of cost, they said. 
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