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SCrefuses to interferewith HC 
order on Bhopal toxic waste 
TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 27. 

The Supreme Court on 
Thursday declined to inter 
fere with the Madhya 
Pradesh High Court's direc 
tive to shift and dispose of tox 
ic waste from the 1984 Bhopal 
gas tragedy site at a facility in 
Pithampur, Dhar district. 

A Bench of Justices BR 
Gavai and AG Masih dis 
missed a petition challenging 
the HC's December 3, 2024, 
order directing the Madhya 
Pradesh government to clear 
hazardous waste from the 
defunct Union Carbide India 
Ltd (UCIL) plant. 

The 1984 disaster -one of 
the world's worst industrial 
catastrophes Occurred 

Savs can't override expert opinion, 
which endorsed disposal plan 

cyanate MC) gas leaked 
from the Union Carbide facto 
ry on the night of December 
2-3, killing 5,479 people and 
leaving over five lakh injured. 

The top court noted that the 
High Court's decision was 
based on recommendations 
from an expert committee comn-
prising directors ofthe National 
Environmental Engineering 
Institute (NEERI), the National 

Geophysical Research Institute 
NGRI), and the chairman of 
the Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB). 

NATI 

The MP government had 
submitted an affidavit detail 
ing a June 19, 2023, meeting 
where experts from NEERI, 
NGRIand CPCB approved the 
plan to transfer approximately 
377 tonnes of hazardous waste 
from Bhopal to Pithampur, 

abut 250 krn away. 
"The High Cart took a seri 

Ous view of the lethargic man 
ner in which the state goVETTn 
ment was handling the 
disposal of tozic waste. Only 
after its intervention did the 
matter progress. Since the HC 
is actively monitoring the 
case, we see no reasonto inter 
fere" the Bench observed. 

The SC futher ruled that it 
could not override expert opin 
ion, which had endorsed the 

waste disposal plan. It advised 
intervenors, inchuding civi 
society members, to present 
their concerns before the HC. 

In December 2024, the HC 
had reprimanded authorities 

ting a fourweek deadline and 
for delaying the cleanup, set 

warning of contenpt proceed 
ings ifits orders were ignored. 

when highly toxic methyl iso 



Centre set to unveil One 
District One Equipment' 
on National Science Day 

+ Sanjay Maurya 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The government is 
set to launch the "one district, 
one equipment" programme on 
Friday with an aim to ensure 
access to scientific equipment 
across the country, officials said 
on Thursday. 

The programme, being 
launched as part of celebrations 
for the National Science Day, will 
be unveiled under the I-STEM 
(Indian Science, Technology, and 
Engineering facilities Map) initi 
ative by officials from the ofice 
of Principal Scientific Adviser (PSA) to the government of 
India. The programme will con 
nectTesearchers, entrepreneurs, 
start-ups, and industries with 
academic institutions registered 
on the I-STEM portal that house 
labs and equipment across vari 
ous sectors, the office PSA said 

can then be rented by startups, 
entrepreneurs, industry profes 
sionals, and researchers under 
the programme, it said. 

This will save the research 
ers, industry, and start-ups the 
prohibitive capital expenditure 
of purchasing advanced equip ment. At the National level, this 
prevents the duplication of 
Scarce resources in the research institutions," the statement said. 

THE PROGRAMME 

According to I-STEM data, lab 
equipment worth over 1,500 

AIMS TO ENSURE 
ACCESS TO 
SCIENTIFIC 
EQUIPMENT TO 
STARTUPS, 
ENTREPRENEURS. 
RESEARCHERS 
AND MORE 

in a statement. This equipmentISTEM proposes that academic 

crore in listed scientific and edu 
cational institutions across 167 
of 192 districts remains underu 
tilized. The I-STEM network has 
27,730 "users" such as research 
ers, industry and start-ups, alongside 2,350 research and 
academic institutes across India 
that lend their labs and equip ment to the users. 

Dr Harilal Bhaskar, chief 
operating officer and national 
coordinator of I-STEM, said, 

institutions across the country 
be mandated to allocate at least 30% of their total lab time for 
external users, including start ups, industries, and rural inno 
vators. I-STEM can facilitate this 
initiative through its portal, which both Industry and aca demic institutions can use. 

The theme for this year's 
National Science Day is 
"Empowering Indian youth for 
global leadership in science and 
innovation for Viksit Bharat". 



ANTONIo cosTA } PRESIDENT, EUROPEAN COUNCIL 

The EU should be prepared for a 
possible contribution to the 
security guarantees that will be 
necessary to cnsure a lasting peace 

in Ukanê 

Rise of protectionism and 
the free trade conundrum 

espite a large number ofeminent trade 
theorists backing free trade, many peo 
ple across the globe, especially in devel 
oped countries, hold free trade detri 

mental to their interests, national and persSonal; 
they hold free trade beneficial to the extent it 
provides market access for their goods and ser 
vices, but it becomes a villain when goods, servi 
ces or investment enters domestic markets, 

challenges inefficiencies, infirmities and pro 
tected profit-making machineries. 

D 

Fundamental trade theories of absolute 
advantage, comparative advantage or factor 
endowment, promote free trade to achieve fac 
tor efficiencies, econonmic welfare, and growth. 
The considerable rise in production costs in 
high-income countries led to the shifüng of their 
manufacturing to locations with relatively 
cheaper costs of production, especially labour. 
The latter could carry out labour-intensive pro 
duction activities more efficiently, as they pos 
sessed an abundance of less-educated 
workers. In return, these countries 

would buy more of the high-value 
goods made by skilled labourers, on 
which the high-income countries have 
a comparative advantage. This shift in 
Droduction led to considerable iob cuts 
in high-income countries. Subse 
quently, the high-income countries 
began to feel the heat of imports from 
cOuntries such as China that flooded 
their markets with cheap goods. 

The economic marvel achieved by China, 
despite being a non-market and closed economy 
with significant opacity, compels one to intro 
spect on the efficacy of free-market and free 
trade doctrines. Despite volumes of economic 
research, based on enmpirical and elaborate data 
analysis, rising nationalism based on protection 
ist economic policies seems to be the recipe glo 
bally for rising on the power ladder. 

other to protect their national interests and curb 
imports and have mainstreamed this into elect 
oral agendas, as the success of the German far 
right shows in the recent election shows. 

Policymakers and politicians around the 
world find an easy scapegoat in economic liber 
alisation for the mess Created by their faulty eco 
nomic policy formulation and its implementa 
tion infirmities. The recent years have witnesed 
a rapid rise of Right-wing political parties across 
the world that thrive on the promise of making 
their countries "great again" and regain lost 
glory. Donald Thump is not the first leader in his 
tory who understood the pulse of his country's 
citizens and made an electoral promise to erect 
formidable protectionist barriers against the rest 
of the world. Neither is he the only one in the 
current scenario. The truth of the masses hating 
free trade is well understood in India too, politi 
calideology notwithstanding, The political lead 
ership of Europe, including major powers such 
as Germany, France, and the United Kingdom 
are not far behind in competing against each 

However, one should also learn from history 
and never forget that, not evena century ago, in 
the late 1930s, massive tariff barriers built by 
other European nations and the US to protect 
their own economies-along with the Treaty 
ofVersailles-brought financial chaos to Ger 
many that soon spread to the rest of the conti 
nent and eventualy precipitated the rise of Adolf Hitler and World War lI. Donald Trump's 

resurrection in the US with massive popular 
support for his America First slogan reflects the 
absolute rapture of millions of voters, espe 
cially in the US hinterland, with the idea of 
Making America Great Again. 

Rakesh 
Mohan 
Joshi 

In his quest for rapid economic gains, Trump 
has shaped his trade doctrine on a basic mercan 

tilist theory, that the US should export more and 
import less, take the axe to trade defi 
cits with the likes of China and shift the 
direction of the US's huge trade imbal 
ances as early as possible. In the 
months to come, expect the US to act 
grossly heedless of established mult 
lateral systems such as the World 
Trade Organization whose foundation 
is based on tariff reduction, reducing . 
non-tarif barriers, and applying uni 
form tarifs under its most favoured 
nation treatment. Trump has already 

imposed l0% additional tariffs on Chinese mer 
chandise, 25% tariffs on the US's neighbours, 
Canada and Mexico, despite their longstanding 
geopolitical and trade relations and the new ava 
tar of the NAFTA-the US-Mexico-Canada Free 
Trade Agreement. The latter's implementation 
has been deferred to April 2025. Moreover, tar 
iffs of upto 100% could be laid on imports from 
countries that do not trade in US dollars. To the 
shock of the well-defined multilateral trading 
system under the World Trade Organization 
framework, Thump is threatening trade partners 
with reciprocal tarif's. 

Trump openly identifies as a tariff lover 
even as he accuses other countries of high tar 
iffregimes. In Trump's scheme of things, hard 
negotiations and bargains based on the give 
and-take are likely to be the order of the day, 
with the added element of arm-twisting. 
Thus, the survival strategy in the Trump era 
lies in preparedness and meticulous empiri 
cal research to defend India's interests and 
use them effectively in multilateral and bilat eral trade and investment negotiations. 

Rakesh Mohan Joshi is vice-chancellor, 
Indian Institute of Foreign Trade. 
The views expressed are personal 



Saving Chandigarh's 
iconic Rock Garden 

t's just last year that Chandigarh celebrated the birth 
centenary of Nek Chand Saini, the creator of the Rock 
Garden, an invaluable modern heritage of the city. 

But that has not stopped the city administration from 
pulling down a part of the garden's outer wall to widen 
the road outside and facilitate parking. This is nothing 

.but an act of vandalism, which raises questions about 
the illiteracy of most administrations regarding art, 
aesthetics, and heritage. A city is not merely its physical 
infrastructure. Ifroads and parking are essential for 
decent urban living, public spaces, especially parks and 
gardens, are the life breath of cities. The Rock Garden is 
one such public space but it is also much more. Spread 
over 40 acres, it is home to art made of industrial and 
home waste and other discarded materials. Ironically, 
this was Nek Chand's private secret for many years. A 
public works inspector, he started creating it in 1957 and 
it remained outside the public gaze until the "llegal" 
open-air studio was discovered by the administration in 
1976 only to be adopted by the city as a treasured public 
space, and later, turmed into a tourist hotspot. 

Two aspects of the garden stand out: One, its birth as 
a voluntary citizen initiative in an urban space; and 
two, its creator's conmmitment to building art with 
recycled waste, much before the idea of recycling 
entered mainstream discourse. In a sense, Chand's 
Curation was not just futuristic in its vision, but also 
offered a counter-narrative to the grand vision of the 
Nehruvian State's nation-building, In Le Corbusier's 
Chandigarh, a representative urban space built by the 
State, Chand's Rock Garden stands apart as a single 
citizen's endeavour to make his city beautiful. And that 
explains why the citizenry called out the 
administration's vandalism and promised to protect 
the garden. The Rock Garden is a piece of national 
heritage, don't mess with it. 



Ridiculousto blame 
Punjab farmersfor 
Delhi haze: Goyal 
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 27 
Union Minister Piyush Goyal 
has ternmed as ridiculous" 
the contention that Punjab 
farmers are to blarme for pol 
lution in Delhi. 

Goyal, who handles the com 
merce and industry portfolio, 
asked everyone to"aply their 
mind" before ooming to such 
concusions."..for Delhi, dont 
believe anybody wto tells yo 
it's the farmers of Punjab who 
cause the pollution in Deihi," 
Goyal said at an event organ 
ised by the IMC Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry here. 

"Just apply your mind... I 
wonder how pollution travels 
500 km through the high ris 
es of Gurugram and finds a 
pathway to come to my home 
in New Delhi," he said. 

It is �ridiculous" to place 
the blame on the farmers, 
Goyal said, making it clear 
that he was not supporting 
the burning of stubble either. 
Stubble burning by farmers 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 



Ridiculous to blame Punjab farmers for... 
t after summer harvest to pre 

pare their fields for winter 
crop often gets blamed for 
high levels of pollution in the 
national capital. Goyal said 
construction activity and 

1 vehicle emissions were the 
main causes of pollution in 
cities, as he called for adopt-
ing precast construction and 

He said both alternatives 
represented cost advantages 

s 

APPLY YoUR MIND 
Just apply your mind.. I wonder how pollution 

travels 500 km through the high rises of Gurugram 
and finds a pathway to come to my home in New 
Delhi. Piysh Goyal, UNON MINISTER 

from the convéntional internal 
combustion engine, the minis 
ter said as he asked India Inc 
to ensure that goods were car 

electric mobility, personal 
use, our company use," Goy 
al implored industry leaders. 

or abusiness case for a switch.using electric mobility. 
In the case of mobility, itRather than blame some-

made a business case to body else, can we also think 

In the case of construction, 
ried in and out of their units.the Mumbai North Member of 

Parliament said the world was 
switching to precast, which 
was faster, more efficient and 

of our role? Can we think ofless polluting. -PTI 

electric mobility. 

switch to the electric option 
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Agri Ministry flags sharp rise in 
urea, DAP use in several states 
Haryana records 18% surge; officials suspect diversion, overuse 
BHARTESH SINGH THAKUR 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 27 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare has 
raised concerns over the 

sharp rise in the consumption 
of urea and di-ammonium 
phosphate (DAP) during the 
ongoing rabi season (2024-25) 
across multiple states, includ 
ing Haryana, Gujarat, Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, 
Himachal Pradesh, Karnata 

Both urea and DAP are 

crucial for agricultural pro 
ductivity and need to be 
imported to meet domestic 
demand. In a letter dated 
February 12 to Haryana's 
Chief Secretary, Agricul 
ture Secretary Devesh 
Chaturvedi highlighted 
that fertiliser consumption 
in some districts had signif 
icantly exceeded not only 
the assessed monthly 

requirement but also the 
previous year's usage. 
"Also, in some districts of 
your state, there was a very 
high consumption in com 
parison to the average con 
sumption of the state and 
there is also an imbalanced 
use of fertiliser," he wrote. 

According to ministry data, 

ACTION TAKEN SO FAR 
Nine FIRs registered in Haryana for fertiliser violations 

50 licences suspended, 13 cancelled and 11 wamings issued 
NPK consumption tripled from 26,000 MT to 66,000 MT 

Districts with highest urea rise: Charkhi Dadri (107%), 
Yamunanagar (32%) and Sonepat (30%) 
Highest DAP increase: Charkhi Dadri (184%), Mahendra 

garh (65%) and Yamunanagar (55%) 

Haryana's urea usage in the 
2024-25 rabi season has 
increased by 18% compared 
to the average of the past 
three years. The state con 
sumed 11,07,205 metric 
tonnes MT) of urea this sea 
son, up from the previous 
three-year average of 9,40,549 
MT Districts with the highest 
increases include Charkhi 
Dadri (107%), Yamunanagar 
(32%) and Sonepat (30%). 

HARYANA 

Other states have also 
seen a sharp rise. Jhark 
hand recorded 35% 
increase in urea consump 
tion, followed by Chhattis 
garh (379%), J&K (24%), Kar 
nataka (20%), Bihar (17%) 

Similarly, DAP consump 
tion in Haryana surged 
from an average of 2,75,934 
MT in the past three years to 
3,25,416 MT in 2024-25, 

marking an 18% rise. Some 
districts saw even higher 
spikes, with Charkhi Dadri 
recording a 184% jump, fol 
lowed by Mahendragarh 
(65%), Yamunanagar (55%), 
Ambala (48%), Panchkula 
(39%), Rewari (34%), and 
Jhajjar (30%). Among other 
states, Chhattisgarh saw a 
30% increase in DAP usage, 
Gujarat 25%, and Bihar 17%. 

The Ministry of Chemicals 
and Fertilisers also flagged 
this issue in January, 
prompting Haryana' to 
investigate potential diver 
sions. A letter from Director 

Agriculture, Rajnarayan 
Kaushik, acknowledged the 
possibility of urea being 

There are nine FIRs regis-
tered in the state, 50 licences 
suspended, 13 licences can 
celled, and 11 warnings 
issued against violations of 
the Fertiliser Control Order 
(FCO), 1985," he stated. 
Another factor driviDg 

increased usage is farmers 
fertiliser practices. "For in 
situ management of paddy 
stubble, farmers are now 
using 25-45 kg of urea per 
acre,"" Kaushik wrote in à 

letter to the Ministry of 
Chemicals and Fertilisers. 

Additionally, NPK fertiliser 
consumption rose from 

26,000 MT last year to 66,000 
MT this season. Since NPK 
has a lower nitrogen content 
than DAP farmers have 
been using additional urea 
to compensate for the nitro 
gen shortfall. 

Farmers also attribute the 
increase to high-nitrogen 
wheat varieties.Wheat vari 
eties like WH 1270 and DBW 
187, 303 and 327 require 1.5 
times more nitrogen to 
achieve good yield com 
pared to previous varieties. 
However, unaware farmers 
use more urea in anticipa 
tion of a higher yield," said 
Prince Waraich, a farmer 
from Pehowa, Kurukshetra. 
These varieties now cover 
an estimated 2.50 lakh acres 
in Haryana. 

Inter-state fertiliser move 
ment has further Con 
tributed. to higher sales. 
"Fertiliser is being trans 
ported to districts adjoining 
Haryana, particularly those 
in Punjab and Uttar 
Pradesh, and is also being 
diverted to the plywood 
industry" claimed Rakesh 
Bains, media coordinator of 
the Bhartiya Kisan Union 
(Charuni group). 

ka, and J&K. 

and Gujarat (2%). 

diverted to industries. 



No consensus onunity yet as 
farmers hold five-hour talks 
Process onto reachagreement on common minimum progamme:Unions 

RUCHIKA M KHANNA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 27 

The three forums- of fam 
unions Kisan Mazdoor 
Morcha (KMM), Samyukt 
Kisan Morcha (Non-political) 
and Samyukt Kisan Morcha 
(SKM) �-have fallen short of 
announcing an absolute unity 
among themselves, saying 
that instead they were in the 
process of reaching an agree 
ment ona commnon minimum 

programme. 
Representatives of the 

three forums, comprising 66 
farm unions, met for almost 
five hours here today. It is 
learnt that SKM leaders had 
brought their demand char 
ter" for forging unity. Howev 
er, there was a difference of 
opinion among leaders, of the 
KMM and SKM (Non-politi 
cal) on accepting it. Also, the 
old differences between the 
two sides, which had cropped 
up after the 2020-21 farmers' 
protest, could not be resolved 
completely today. 

Sources said the forums 
had decided to call the last 
and final meeting for forging 
unity soon. The forums will 
further deliberate on ending 
all differences before the next 

Leaders of farmers' unions during a meeting in Chandigarh on Thursday. TRIBUNE PHOTO 

meeting. Til then, the SKM 
will go ahead alone with its 
protest on March 5, against 
the Draft National Policy 
Framework on Agricultural 
Marketing. 

Itis learnt that initially lead 
ers of the three forums held a 

meeting for two hours, which 
was followed by a separate 
meeting of the SKM Non 

political) and KMM on one 
side and the SKM on the oth-
er. These two groups threshed 
out their issues for about 90 

minutes, before they again 
met together for another hour 

Joginder Singh Ugrahan, 
president, BKU Ekta-Ugra-

han), said in today's meeting, 
discussions were held to 
understand the exact situation 

and starnd of all forums on all 

important faymers' issues. 
"The absolute unity of all 
forums may not be possible 
immediately, but we are look 
ing at, creating a common 

ground for raisingissues 
which we all agree on. The dif 
ferences between all forums 
were discussed and noted 
down. These. will be further 
discussed in our internal 

meetings. The process will 
take some more time," he said. 

SKM leader Harinder 
Singh Lakhowal said during 
the next meeting, there were 

chances of findingacommon 
ground for unity. We will 
hold our protest at Chandi 
garh on March 5 against the 
draft policy, even though the 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha has 
already rejected it," he said. 
Farmer leader Inderjit Singh 
Kotbudha said the resolution 
passed by Vidhan Sabha 
rejecting the draft poicy, was 
victory of every farmer. 

SKM (Non-political) leaders 
Kaka Singh Kotra and Abhi 
manyu Kohar expressed 
their concerns over the dete 
riorating health of Jagjit 
Singh Dallewal, whose indef 
inite fast has been going on 
for 93 days. 

S 

1 

and half the sources said. 



Rock Gardenmust 
beleftunsullied 

SHAIRA MOHAN 

must have been nine or 10 years old. The open-air 
amphitheatre was enveloped by the night sky, and swarms 
Lof people had gathered to watch a play. The excited din of 

men, women and children still rings loud in my ears. 
And then the pin-drop silence as the play began. I was hyp 

notised by the lights, music and performances. 
Our house is a stone's throw avWay from the iconic Rock Gar 

den, which was built, interestingly, for the better half of two 
decades in secret by Nek Chand Saini, a publíc works inspector. 

Tb me, a child who like everyone else, is taught to not touch 
or quickly throw away broken pieces of glass or ceramic, this 
new world with life-size figures built from all kinds of serap 
material was the Twilight Zone. It was fascinating. 

Last year, I took my two boys (aged six and three) to the Rock 
Garden for the first time. The low archways were a delight for 
them. It felt like an adventure when we had to cimb uncut 
stone stairs wedged narrowly between hilly stone walls to 
reach showcases of figurines made of broken bangles, pieces 

of plates and an amphitheatre of multicoloured pieces of bro 
ken ceranmic, juxtaposed with old fort-like walkways and cav 
ernous structures, My elder son went and sat on the topmost 
steps, pretending to eat popcorn, and asked, When does the 

show start?" His eyes were aglow with mischief. 
It was heartbreaking to read about the recent demolition 

of the outer wall of the Rock Garden and the bulldozing of 
over 200 trees to make way forroad expansion and parking" 

space. Chandigarh is known for its greenery and beautiful 
ly preserved landmarks and gardensisit not our duty as 
its residents to protect our heritage? 

The Rock Garden features prominently in nearly every 
Chandigarh resident's story whether it's childhood trips, 
morning and evening walks, special occasions, marriage 
proposals or family outings. It sits like an ancestral bejew 
elled crown on the head of a city that has always worn it 
proudly it's an important contributor to the ethos of the 
city. The reckless demolition highlights the insensitivity of 
the administration towards the preservation of thes� land 
marks and begs the question� why is this the only way to 
decongest traffic? What about multilevel parking lots, ded 
icated buses or other transport options for lawyers going to 
and from the high court? If members of a committee put 
their heads together, surely a gamut of environment-friend 

When we finally reached the last archway after being mes-, 
merised by the Rag Dolls Museum, my younger one asked, 
"When can we come back to this adventure city again? 

The city that houses such pieces of our heritage ana 
allows us the honour of passing them on to the next gener 
ation is certainly worth protecting. 

ly solutions can present themselves. 
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