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‘ { AFTER RECORD DEATH ROW EXONERATION }

Japan reviews its legal appeals system

al retrial system, unchanged since its introduction over 70 years ago, is facing unprecedented scrutiny following
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{ MATTER EXAMINED IN CONSULTATION WITH EXPERTANEL i

Hydro projects exempted from impact study

Jayashree Nandi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union environ-
ment ministry has exempted
expansion of hydroelectric and
river valley projects, that do not
involve a change in reservoir
capacity or key design compo-
nents, from fresh cumulative
impact assessment and carrying
capacity studies.

An office memorandum issued
by the Impact Assessment Divi-
sion of MoEFCC said that the min-
istry received representation from
the ministry of power regarding
exemption from impact assess-
ment studies for expansion pro-
posal of existing projects in a
given river basin.

“The matter has been exam-
ined in consultation with the
expert appraisal committee
(EAC), duervallgyand
tric projects and accordingly it is
clarified that ion proposals
of existing HEPs, which do not
result in any change in reservoir
capacity (Full Reservoir Level —
FRL and Dam height), environ-
mental flow and modification in
key components like spillway,

intake gates, may be carried out
after joint appraisal of the EIA/
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EMP of existing HEPs as well as
the ELA/EMP of the proposed
expansion project rather than
undertaking a fresh CIA/CSS
study,” the office memorandum
dated January 3 said.

In 2013, the ministry through
an office memorandum stipu-
lated that the first project in a
river basin could come up with-
out insisting on cumulative
impact study, but for all subse-
quent hydro-power projects in the
basin, cumulative impact assess-
ment is a must.

The 2013 memorandum delin-
eated guidelines for streamlining
of process of environmental and
forest clearance cases by expert
appraisal committee and forest
advisory committee respectively
for hydropower and river valley
projects.

On cumulative impact assess-
ment study, it said such a study of
a basin would reflect the cumula-
tive impact of commissioned/
up-coming hydro-power projects
in the basin on environmental
flow, biodiversity, muck disposal
sites, traffic flow in the region,
and Rehabilitation and Resettle-
ment (R&R) issues, among other

“While the first project in a

Govt has been taking several
policy initiatives to address
the issues impeding Hydro
Power development. HTARCHIVE

basin could come up without
insisting on cumulative study. For
all subsequent hydro-power pro-
jects in the basin. It should be
incumbent on the developer of
the secondfother project(s) to
incorporate all possible and
potential impact of other
project(s) in the basin to get a
cumulative impact assessment
done. This condition shall be stip-
ulated at the terms of reference
stage itself during the environ-
mental clearance process. Once
such a cumulative impact study
has been done, the same could be

shzged by EAC with FAC,” it had
said.

Further, the guidelines stated
that the cumulative impact study
in respect of biodiversity compo-
nent may be separately done by
one of the specialized institutes.

The Government of India has
been taking several policy initia-
tives to address the issues imped-
ing Hydro Power development.

In August 2024, the Union Cab-
inet approved a proposal of the
power ministry for providing
Central Financial Assistance
(CFA) to the state governments of
North Eastern Region (NER)
towards their equity participation
for development through Joint
Venture (JV) collaboration
between State entities and Central
Public Sector Undertakings.

To promote the hydro pewer
sector and to make it more viable,
the Cabinet in 2019 approved
measures, like declaring large
hydro power projects as Renewa-
ble Energy sources, Hydro Power
Purchase Obligations (HPOs), tar-
iff rationalisation measures
through escalating tariff, budget-
ary support for flood moderation
in storage HEP and budgetary
support for the cost of enabling
infrastructure, i.e., construction

of roads and bridges.

These developments are signif-
icant in view of several hydroelec-
tric projects coming up in high
altitude regions of Himalayas and
in view of various climate change
induced disasters Gla-
cial Lake Qutburst Floods.

Experts stressed that both
fresh environmental assessment
and cumulative impact assess-
ment are critical in view of new
threats from the climate crisis.

“Take the example of Teesta III
project in Sikkim. That project
should have been appraised as a
new project considering that the
earlier environmental clearance
came in close to two decades back
and the project is now undergo-
ing such huge changes and also
there is change in situation in the
river basin and also new
upstream threats and climate
change. Not doing fresh appraisal,
fresh EIA, fresh public hearing etc
does not make any environmental
sense. Secondly, unfortunately,
we not seen any credible CIA-CC
study that really looks at the
cumulative impacts in scientific,
comprehensive way,” said
Himanshu Thakkar, coordinator
of South Asia Network on Dams,
Rivers and People
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Low water level in dams may hit

AMAN Soob

TR[BUNE NEWS SERVICE

PATTALA, FEBRRUARY 8

The water level in dams in
Punjab and Himachal
Pradesh is significantly
lower this year compared to
the same period last year, as
per the latest Central Water
Commission (CWC) report.

“The low water level in the
Ranjit Sagar Dam (RSD),
Bhakra Dam and Pong Dam
reservoirs in Himachal
Pradesh and Punjab is a
cause for concern as it may
affect irrigation and power
generation requirements
for Punjab, Haryana and
Rajasthan,” said a former
Chief Engineer with the
Punjab State Power Corpo-
ration Limited. “Punjab
depends a lot on hydropow-
er generation throughout
the year, especially in sum-
mers,” he added.

Last month, the Bhakra
Beas Management Board
(BBMB) asked the member
states to exercise caution
while  projecting their
demand for water. Rain and
snow in Himachal Pradesh

Gobind Sagar reservoir at Bhakra Dam. FiLe pHoTO

and adjoining areas of Tibet
are crucial for water inflow

.into the reservoirs at the

Bhakra Dam on the Sutlej
and 'Pong Dam on the Beas
in Himachal Pradesh.

The commission monitors
four major reservoirs in
Himachal Pradesh and
Punjab that together have a
capacity of 14.819 billion
cubic metres (BCM). Cur-
rently, these reservoirs

have only 3.826 BCM water,
which is 25.8 per cent of
their total storage capacity.

' The storage during the cor-

responding period last year
was 6.357 BCM (42.9 per
cent). The normal storage of
these four reservoirs is
6.840 BCM during the corre-
sponding period.

The CWC report further
states that. the storage in
the only reservoir in Pun-

- corresponding

power generatlon irrigation needs

jab (Ranjit Sagar reser-
voir) is just 16 per cent of
the “full reservoir level”
(FRL) against last year’s
storage level of 26 per cent
and normal average of 38
per cent during the corre-
sponding period.
According to the daily

' report, Ranjit Sagar Dam

level is 493.19 m (1,617.7
feet) and it is down by 24
feet against last year’s
water level of 500.34 m
(1,641.4 feet) on February 8.
The water in the Bhakra
reservoir is 1,593.3 feet and
this is 15 feet less than the
level of
1,608.25 feet last year. At the
Pong Dam, the water level
is 1,306 feet, which is 40 feet
down than that on the same
day last year.
- “At present, the discharge
of water from reservoirs is
more than the inflow. The
situation is likely to
improve in April-May after
snow starts melting. Power
generation at Bhakra and
Ranjit Sagar dams may be
affected due to low water
level,” said a $enior official.
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Glossy, Juicier, sweeter — daisy
tangerine a hit among growers

A_RCHIT WarTs
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MUKTSAR, FEBRUARY 8

Daisy tangerine — a reddish-

Orange, glossy, sweet, and

Juicy fruit — is gradually

gaining popularity among
* fruit growers, especially in

the south-western part of the
state, which is widely known
as the kinnow belt.
Currently; 1,500 hectares
are under daisy tangerine
~cultivation in the state.

The wariety is a cross
between Fortune Mandarin
and Fremont Mandarin vari-
eties of California.

Though this fruit was intro-
duced in the state about two
decades ago, the effort did
not yield the desired results
at that time.

However, in recent years,
the fruit has gained popular-
ity among growers and also
consumers.

“The early harvesting peri-
od (from the end of October
to mid-November), higher
and sweeter juice content,
and long shelf life are mak-
ing . daisy tangerine a
favourite among fruit grow-

ers. Ihavegro ﬂnsfrmtm-_,_

a'b0-acre orchard ”.said Bal-
winder Singh Tikka, a recip-
‘lent of a state award for the
best citrus fruit orchard in
Punjab. He said while other
fully ripened citrus fruits,
like kinnow, hit the market in
December, daisy tangerine
reaches the market almost
two months in advance,
fetching more than double
the price.

“Moreover, it has lower
input cost due to its early
maturity, requires less irriga-

tion and fewer pesticides.

The plant’s annual pruning
is also easier. Due to its
'longer shelflife, it is easier to
export. It doesn't even
require waxing while being

transported within the coun-
try.” He added. Tikka said
the Centre and the state are
offering subsidies and incen-
tives for citrus farming to
encourage diversification.

Dr Harminder Singh, Prin-
cipal Fruit Scientist at Pun-
Jab Agricultural University
(PAU), Ludhiana, said, “We
have four main juicy fnnts in
the state — kinnow, malta,

mausanu, and daisy. Howev-

er, once you taste daisyﬂuce

you will drink it again and
again. It doesn’t require sug-
ar or salt.”

“Additionally, it fetches
good prices, matures early,

‘and thus requires fewer

expenses on Irrigation and
pesticides,” he added.

Dr Balwinder Singh, Nodal
Officer, Citrus Fruits, Horti-
culture Department, said,
“The state has 46,000
hectares under kinnow culti-
vation, and 1,500 hectares are
under daisy tangerine culti-
vation in the south-western
part of the state and
Hoshiarpur district. Some
kinnow growers have already
switched to daisy farming.”
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As tourism expands into the remote interiors of H imachal,its mercenary ruthlessness is destroying the river ecosystems

CONCRETE
FLAWS

Avay SHUKLA
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! beautiful and priceless rivers

are facing a new threat in their
ongoing battle against ‘devel-

opment’. First, roads were

hacked out in their valleys, dumping tens of
millions of tonnes of earth and debris into
their waters, constricting their flow and dev-
astaungaqumchfe ’Ihencamemelvdel

Tt

mercenary  ruthlessness  that
destroyed the state's urban centres. Hap-
hazard constructions — hotels, homestays,
guest houses, dhabas, workshops — are
coming up all along these rivers, some-
times even on the riverbeds and their flood
plains, obscuring the lovely views of rivers,
dumping muck in them, discharging their
sewage directly into the flowing waters,
narrowing their channels.
Tl:-erearevery fﬁvm'ersleﬁﬂmatarerela—
bed by this ravaging. Having

:ch&mb&m\mﬂmmm
causing floods downstream. Now there's a
new threat and, ironically, it is the very sector
and activity they nurture — tourism.
As tourism expands into the remote inte-
riors of the state under the indulgent and
sightless gaze of the state government, its
tentacles are snaking their way up the riv-
er valleys, bringing with them the same

tively

travelled (on foot) to practically all of them, I
can count and name them on one hand —
the Tirthan, Pubber, Uhl, Baspa, Chandrab-
haga, Parvati (above Pulga), Rupen. Unless
the government, particularly the depart-
ments of Forest, Town and Country Planning
(TCP), Fisheries and Tourism as well as the
Deputy Commissioners, wake up urgently,
the days of these rivers are numbered.

The Tirthan in Kullu district is perhaps
the last of the Telatively untouched rivers,
because most 0f its course lies in the Great
Himalayan National Park. It is also the
final bastion of the endangered free roam-
ing rainbow trout. Sadly, however, it has
been discovered by tourism and dozens of
hotels and homestays have started spring-
ing up along its length below Gushaini,
most of them Denami’,

Aphotograph of a typical construction that
is going on there even as Twrite this has been
sent to me by Some friends there. This mas-
sive construction (it's a hotel) has occupied
almost two-thirds of the width of the

riverbed, leaving just a narrow channel for .

the bed of Tirthan

the river to squeeze through. The probl

it presents are obvious to all, except perhaps
the government agencies that are supposed
to prevent this.

The obstruction caused by the structure
will alter the course of the river, deflecting
the water to the opposite bank and eroding
itand washing away the orchards clearly vis-
ible in the photo. Any flood in the river will
pose a grave danger to this building and its
residents. The entire sewage and grey water
from this building has no otherway to go but
to be discharged into the Tirthan, no matter
what its owners may say.

It doesn't matter if the construction is on
private land — it is on the riverbed, inter-

riuarh Kuhdismet. PHOTO COURTESY: THE WRITER

feres with the flow of the river which
should have the first right of way, will cause
pollution in a river the locals consider as
holy as the Ganga, and poses a threat to life.
The locals have been protesting against
this ongoing construction, but as usual,
money and influence talk louder

How are these types of constructions
being allowed to come up? Is it even legal
under the stringent land ownership laws
of the state, debarring outsiders from
owning land here? Has it obtained TCP
and Pollution Control Board approvals,

and if 50, how were these granted in the
face of the obvious implications on safety
and the environment? The Deputy Com-
missioner, Kullu, and the departments
concerned need to address these ques-
tions. (I learn that a temporary stay has
been issued by the Forest Department,
but that is not enough).
Similarconstructions are happening along all
the rivers. After the floods of 2022-23, the gov-
ernment has taken some dedsions about ban-
ning constructions on the flood plains of the
Beas. This is not enough. Similar action should
betaken forall theriversin the state, at least the
ones mentioned above, which are under grave
threat. Any type of construction (regardless of
land ownership)should be prohibited within at
least 50metres of theriver bank, oruptoits HFL
(high flood lewvel). It is imperative that an Eco
Zone be declared along the entire length of
these rivers under the Environmental Protec-
tion Act, on the pattern of National Parks.
Before granting approvals, thorough
serutiny should be made of the land title to
rule out ‘benami’ deals. It is common
knowledge that this is rampant in the
Tirthan valley. Himachal's rivers are its
most precious assets, especially given the
pmspectorl‘ﬂ)ehommgmtershmtagesm
the coming decades. They should not be
destroyed for commercial profits.
-mmunmﬁmmm
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TURKEY AND DUCK

Explore a wide range of U.S. poultry products - from raw cuts to
ready-to-eat options perfect for crafting delicious, high-quality
meals with ease. 5 \
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© 2025 American pistachio Growers

Crunch your way to better health with Jasprit Bumrah’s

"E{’,
favorite snack - American pistachios! Packed with essential % "

nutrients, they keep you energized and strong. American
pistachios are packed by all major Indian dry fruit and nut
brands and are available across the country with all dry fruit

retailers and on all e-commerce platforms. Just ask or search
for American or California pistachios!
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