BASAI WEEKLY NEWS UPDATES

AUGUST 18-30, 2025















Resisting the coercive
new global trade order

ow should India respond to the challen-
ges posed by the US tariffs of 50%? Some
believe that this crisis presents an oppor-
tunity for India to implement deeper eco-
nomic reforms aimed at enhancing the overall
competitiveness of its economy. Others argue that
India should intensify its efforts to integrate with
non-American economies, such as the EU.

While these measures are undoubtedly neces-
sary, many Indian analvsts overlook a larger issue
— the new ideological contestation on the global
stage aimed at reshaping international law norms
governing world trade. Many believe that US Pres-
ident Donald Trump has upended the rule-based
international trading order established by the
General Agreement on Tariffsand Trade (GATT)
and the World Trade Organization (WTO).

However, there is a prevailing belief that this
disruption is temporary. Once Trump leaves
office, the status quo would be restored. This
view, however, is overly sanguine. There appears
to be a bipartisan consensus among both Repub-
licans and Democrats in the US regarding the
substance of Trump's actions, even though they
may differ in their approach. The Biden adminis-
tration did little to revive the moribund WTO
during its term from 2020 to 2024.

Trump has inaugurated a new chapter in the
global imperial project. which his successor may
continue. Efforts are underway to establish new
rules for international trade. This was made
clear by ambassador Jamieson Greer, the US
Trade Representative. Greer posits that the US

has initiated a new “Trump round” of trade nego-
tiations that, unlike previous rounds at the GATT
and WTO, will not rely on consensus-based deci-
sion-making.

The key elements of this new global trade
order include legitimising American
coercion for deeper market access,
establishing stronger links between
trade and non-trade issues like labour,
and, most importantly, implementing
unilateral enforcement by the US, as

eapitalism has played a pivotal role in the growth
of international law. As India’s foremaost interna-
tional lawyer, B S Chimni, argues, akin to the
‘spirit of capitalism’ — capitalism’s ability to rein-
vent itself in different phases — there is also a
‘spirit of international law’. This spirit allows
international law to evolve continually, ably dis-
guising imperial ambitions within the narrative
of progress. On one hand, international law
presents itself as a universal tool that promotes
the global common good and aims to establish a
just world order. On the other hand, italso rein-
forces the imperial agendas of the Global North.

The evolution of the multilateral
trade order from the establishment of
GATT in 1948 to the formation of the
WTO in 1995 and beyond reflects the
“spirit of international law.” This rule-
based international trade system, influ-

opposed to the apolitical dispute settle- enced by the assertiveness of the decol-
ment system employed by the WTO, If PrabhaSh onised world, made several conces-
these rules of coercive capitalism Ranjan sions to developing countries by
become codified as a new international ising principles such as non-dis-

trade order, it could be disastrous for
countries in the Global South, including India.
Therefore, it is essential to engage in an ideologi-
cal battle on the global stage against the radical
American populist right.

Itis crucial to understand the intriguing rela-
tionship between imperialism and international
law. The mainstream belief has been that there
is a clear distinction between the imperial past
and modern international law. The former is
often viewed as a historical anomaly, while the
latter is promoted as universal and liberal, repre-
senting a narrative of decolonisation and devel-
opment. However, critical international lawyers
argue that international law never severed its ties
with its imperial and colonial history. Genealogy,
they argue, plays a crucial role in shaping inter-
national law norms. Therefore, the expansion of

recognising

crimination, special and differential
treatment, preferential market access, and a
depoliticized dispute settlement system that
aims to resolve trade disputes without resorting
to coercive trade diplomacy. -~

Simultaneously, international trade law has

promoted and exported American and European
norms, leading to their universal adoption. A
notable example is the treatment of intellectual
property rights (IPR). Economist Robert Reich
argues that private property is a fundamental
element of the Western capitalist model based on
free markets. Over time, the rules governing the
protection of private property have expanded to
include new types of property, such as IPR. Inter-
national trade law has played a vital role in estab-
lishing binding rules for the global enforcement
of IPR through the Trade-Related Aspects of

Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)_ agreement
within the WTO. This framework primarily ben-
efits the corporate interests of countries in the
Global North, often at the expense of those in the
Global South.

Another significant example is agricultural
trade. The US and the EU provide substantial
subsidies to their agricultural sectors. They man-
aged to include an Agreement on Agriculture in
the WTO rulebook, allowing them to continue
offering significant subsidies to their farmers,

Despite its weaknesses, the WTO systemoffers

a platform for deeper engagement and the possi-
bility of reform. It provides an opportunity to
mainstream the development argument and
hold the Global North accountable in a depoliti-
cised international court. The consensus-based
decision-making process has mostly prevented
the adoption of rules inimical to the developing
world. However, the emerging global trade order
appears to be unabashedly imperial, abandoning
any pretensions of development and equity and
sacrificing the spirit of international law. It una-
pologetically aims to legitimise unilateralism and
coercion, validating the connection between
imperialism and international law that critical
international lawyers draw.

Consequently, the Global South, particularly
India, must engage in an ideological battle to
defend the existing order. For India, the stakes
extend beyond mere market access or a trade
deal with the US. India must be at the vanguard
in defending the WTO-based international trade
system, which, while not perfect, is certainly
prsferable to the impending new imperial trade
order.

. Prabhash Ranjan is profe and
vice-dean (research), Jindal Global Law School,
OP Jindal Global University. The views

expressed are personal.




Duty-free cotton
imports extended

NEW DELHL:
extended an exemption on cotton-
import duties until the end of the
year in a move aimed at making

the domestic apparel sector more

competitive, especially in the con-
text of the US's 50% tariff on Indian
exports.

On August 19, the Centre sus-

pended customs duties totalling

11% on imports of the raw fibre for

alimited period from August19to

September 30. The tax break will

now continue till December 31, a

finance ministry statement said.

Srijit Misri, a member of the
Apparel Export Promotion Coun-
cil, hailed the decision, saying,
“Council chairman Sudhir Sekhri
had recently written a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
requesting a policy initiative to
save the sector and livelihoods due
to the adverse business environ-
ment and the US tariffs. We wel-
come this move.”

When the waiver was
announced on August19, the gov-
ernment said in an official state-
ment that the temporary import
tax holiday was being granted fol-
lowing “persistent demands from
the textile industry”, which was
battling supply constraints.

Farmers’ groups have criticised
the move, saying cheaper imports
of the fibre will hurt them in a year
of good rains and an expected
robust harvest.

By temporarily halting the lev-
ies, the government aims to sta-
bilise inflation in products, such
as finished garments, ease a raw-
material crisis and protect small
and medium enterprises, the
August 19 statement said.

_ India imports substantial quan-
tities of cotton, mostly from the US

IMPORTS

WILL
HURT THEM IN A
YEAR OF GOOD
RAINS AND
ROBUST HARVEST

and Australia, despite being the
world's second largest producer at
25 million bales (170 kg each), as
domestic prices have been consist-
ently higher than global rates.
India’s imports of cotton in
2024-25 had risen to 2.71 million
bales against 1.52 million bales in
FY24 and 1.46 million bales in the
year before that. “The government
has to balance the interests of all

stakeholders. The duty-free period

is temporary and import contracts
are being monitored,” a person

aware of the development told HT |

earlier this week. :

Farmer organisations have
alleged that the pace of inbound
shipments have quickened too fast
in view of the exemption.

The Samyukt Kisan Morcha
(SKM), the farmers’ body that
spearheaded the 2020 agitation
against three repealed farm laws,
said at a press meet Monday that
the US offered massive subsidies to
its cotton growers, allowing the
country to sell cheap. It demanded
a roll-back of the exemption and
threatened to launch an agitation.

The cotton sector provides
employment to over 30 million
people and 50 million farmers,
according to the Economic Survey
2023. In 2023-24, India exported
$34.4 billion worth of textiles and
apparel, according to official fig-
ures. The US and the European
Union accounted for nearly 47% of
shipments.
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NEW DELHI: An interministerial
Committee will decide on the
Next quantum of ethanol to be
lended with petrol under
dia’s biofuels programme but
€ emerging consensus in the
banel is that more of the alcohol
COmpound should be generated
from 8rains, rather than sugar-
cane, a persop aware of the
development said.
€ petroleum ministry-led
Panel is keen on more ethanol

Ng sourced from cereals than

Sugar, which is prone to price

UCtuations and inflation ina
sweet—.toothed country where
Sugar is considered 5 sensitive
essential Ccommodity, the per-
son cited above saiq_

Last month, India achieved
the milestone of meeting its tar-
get of mixing 20% ethano] with
petrol — early by four months
— on the back of favourab)

- le pol-
ICy steps to turn more of surplus
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Last month, India achieved the milestone of meeting its target of
mixing 20% ethanol with petrol — early by four months. HT

rice as well as maize into the
alcohol compound. Ethanol is
also made from molasses, a
byproduct of sugar production.

There is no date by when the
next target is to be fixed or what
the next higher blend level
should be, but the committee is
at work on these matters to
make the next set of recommen-
dations, the person said. These
recommendations will then be

1

examined at the highest levels
before settling on the next tar-
getin the blending programme,
a second person said.

“Akey question the panel led
by the petroluem ministry may
examine is whether to offer a
choice of multiple blends of pet-
rol to consumers or stick with
one. There are countries that
offer petrol with different levels
of ethanol blend. There are also

! NewNalki ﬁ r 'y N g

countries that offer just ope
blend, like our current E20
blend. These questions wil] be
examined,” the first person sajd,

An ethanol-blending pro-
gramme reliant on mainly cere-

als could further boost mono-

cropping, or a practice among
farmers to grow more of unsus-
tainable cereals, rather than a
robust mix of crops, including
scarce items, such as pulses and
oilseeds, analysts said.

The blending policy in India
is implemented as per the
“Roadmap for Ethanol Blending
in India 2020-25", which set out
yearly blending targets up to
ethanol supply year 2025-26
ending on 3lst Oct, 2026.

“As of now, we are in ESY
(ethanol supply year) 2024-25,
which concludes on 3lst Oct,
2025 and the blending target for
upcoming ESY (from Ist Nov,
2025) remains 20%, as per the
roadmap,” the government had
said earlier this month, reject-
ing rumours that the next

e

ed ethanol for future fuel mix

blending target is 27% and it'll
be called E27, a benchmark in
Brazil.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had in 2021 advanced the
target of making petrol with
20% ethanol by five years to
2025, kniown as the E20 pro-
gramme, a strategy to cut emis-
sions and save up to $4 billion
in oil imports annually.

“Cereals already are pro-
duced in surplus because farm-
ers get assured price under the
minimim support price regime.
The ethanol programme could
worsen the imbalance which
has implications for overall
food security,” said Rajinder
Singh, a former farm scientist
and the president of Gyan Viv-
yan Samiti, which advocates
sustainable agriculture. A long-
standing trend of farmers pre-
ferring cereal crops over scarce
pulses and oilseeds has been
bolstered this year by maize,

whose acreage has seen a mete.
oric rise over the past few years.
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Assemblyurges Central Govt to declare

rain devastation a national

PRATIBHA CHAUHAN

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST 268

The Himachal Pradesh Vidhan * |

Sabha today passed a resolu-
tion, urging Centre to declare
the havoc wreaked by heavy
rains in various parts of the
state as a national disaster.

Moving the resolution under
Rule 102, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Harshwardhan
Chauhan said in view of the
entire state suffering massive
devastation, the Assembly
should urge Centre to extend
financial ~ assistance  to
Himachal and declare the nat-
ural calamity as a national dis-
aster The resolution was
passed by voice vote in the
presence of the opposition
member who supported it
However, the BJP legislators

Ttk

Speaker Kuldeep Singh Pathania conducts the proceedings of the Monsoon Session in the

Vidhan Sabha in Shimla on Thursday.

resorted to sloganeering as
Revenue Minister Jagat Singh
Negi replied to the debate.
Replying to the debate, Negi
condemned the BJP behav-
iour accusing them of trying to
look for an opportunity to hit
out at the government even
during a disaster. “The BJP is
trying to create an impression
that people are starving only to
mislead people for their nar-
row political ends,” he
remarked amidst the ruckus.

Negi informed that today 38

washed away. There was no

are anti-Himachal Even in

anrj sald_tiat no additional

money had been given by the
Centre to deal with the extraor-
dinary situation apart from the
routine funding.

Speaker Kuldeep Pathania

said the resolution moved by
Parli AfFairs Min

is important, urgent and in the
state’s interest. “I am admit-
ting the resolution for debate
after relaxing the mandatory
three days’ notice period for
debate under Rule 102 he

disaster

Leader of Opposition Jai
Thakur said the BJP will
SUpport the resolution as the
entire state has been badly
affected and they are equally
concerned that timely help
reach flood-hit people
and restoration work should
be quick and effective. “See-
Ing the situation, there is an
urgent need to requisition IAF
helicopters to rescue people,
especially facing medical
problem in Lahaul Spiti as it
will take very long to restore
road connectivity;” he said.
Legislators from both ruling

+  andopposition took part in the

debate.

Public Works Minister
Vikramaditya Singh said the
Centre must provide special
financial  assistance  to
Himachal to tackle the
unprecedented situation due
to rain disaster and expedite
relief and restoration works.
“There is an urgent need to
develop a new development
model which is sustainable
and will help check the indis-
criminate felling of trees and
cuttingof mountains,” he said.
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UNJAB confronts

a challenge that

exposes the

fragility of agrari-

an transitions in

South Asia, Repeated floods

continue to inundate large

areas, inflicting damage to

property, livestock and liveli-

hoods. Evidence suggests

that these floods are not sim-

ply exogenous natural

events but outcomes shaped

by fragile infrastructure,

weak institutional manage-

ment and a reliance on reac-

" tive relief rather than proac-
tive planning.

The recent floods and the

Chief Minister's

attention. At a broader level,
it reflects the reframing of
floods not as natural inci-
dents but as systemic out-
comes that arise from the
intersection of environmen-
tal processes, agrarian prac-
tices and institutional
arrangements,

The historical record pro-
vides clear reference points
that demonstrate the scale
and persistence of flood haz-
ards in Punjab. The floods of
1988 remain one of the most
significant hydrological
events in the state's post-
Independence history.

Triggered by a combination
of intense monsoon ram]'ali
and emergency reservoir.
releases, it resulted in exten-
sive inundation across multi-

ple districts and became a -

benchmark case for large-
scale agrarian and infrastruc-
tural disruption.

In 1993, another major

ment of a special girdawari
(loss assessment) signify an
important political
acknowledgement that
flooding in Punjab cannot
be looked at as an episodic
calamity. Rather, it must be
understood as a structural
hazard, embedded in the
state's economic model and
ecological setting.

This recognition also si.g
nals a shift in politics, mov-

flood d. d crops, settle-
ments and locn] infrastruc-

ture, reinforcing the recur-

rent character of the hazard.
More recently, the flood of
2023 displaced thousands of
people across several dis-
tricts, though fatalities were
markedly lower, reflecting

RECURRING: Floods in Punjab are not just natural cccurrences, but outcomes shaped by weak
infrastructure, unplanned gowthard poor managemem. TRIBUNE PHOTO

ed nearly 13 million people,
inundated more  than
4,64,000 square hectares of
land, damaged around
8,04,000 houses, caused
deaths of over 2500 people
and killed close to 18,000
heads of cattle,

These magnitudes high-
light the fact that floods in
Punjab cannot be dismissed
as sporadic episodes but rep-
resent an enduring chal-
lenge.

District-level patterns bring
out another varied dimen-
sion of flood vulnerability.

gradual gains in early warn- Dun.ng the 1980-2024 period,
ing sy and ev; tion ted for 27 per
procedures, mnt ofthe inundated area in

Between 1980 and 2024, Punjab and 38 per cent of cat-
- floods in Punjab have affect-

tle. mortality. In contrast, m

Differences in the
scale and intensity
offloods across
districts
demonstrate that
outcomes cannot
be explained by
physical exposure
alone.

Kapurthala, even with a rela-
tively smaller share of inun-
dated land, recorded over
733,000 destroyed houses,

which is 81 per cent of the *

total housing loss in the state.
This clearly highlights the
centrality of fragile housing
and settlement patterns in
producing vulnerability.

Surprisingly,  population
displacement further under-
scores  these variations.
Jalandhar recorded 2.55 mil-
lion flood-affected persons
followed closely by Patiala
with 2.41 million.

fatalities in Punjab
this period. -P\I.H-mugh\.h\.ths

trict had a smaller exfent of
inundated land eompared to
Patiala, its death toll was 15
times higher. This diver-
gence underscores that the
scale of hurnan loss is shaped
not only by hydrological
exposure but also by the lev-

els'of preparedness, availabil-

ity of evacuation routes,
effectiveness of risk commu-
nication and capacity of
health systems to respond
during flodd events.

Climate change adds a new
layer to the flood challenge
in Punjab. The monsoon has
become more unpredictable,
with short bursts of heavy
rainfall causing sudden

.inundation. These extremes

are expected to increase in
the future, exposing both
rural and urban areas to
greater risk.

Flood exposure in Punjabis
shaped by two overlapping
processes. In rural belts, river
overflows and canal breaches
spread across farmland, dam-

* aging crops, livestock and vil-

lage infrastructure, In urban
centres, high-intensity rain-
fall overwhelms drains and
paved surfaces, leading to
prolonged waterlogging that
nomic activity.

The expansion of
unplanned urbanisation has
further intensified exposure
by  reducing natural
drainage, as increasing

areas are covered with con-

exete, Jeading ‘o frequent

wateﬂnggmg

The recurrence of flood
events constitutes a continy-
ing challenge in Punjab,
where seasonal inundation
disrupts agriculture, settle-
ments and infrastructure
yearafter year

These floods are not just
natural occurrences, but
outcomes shaped by weak
infrastructure, unplanned
growth and poor manage-
ment. This pattern reveals
how environmental
processes intersect with
governance arrangements,
transforming rainfall and
river flows into recurrent
disasters rather than man-
ageable risks.

Differences in the scale
and intensity of floods across
districts demonstrate that
outcomes  cannot  be
explained by physical expo-
sure alone. The degree of
preparedness, the effective-
ness of governance and the
resilience of social systems
are equally eritical in deter-
mining the extent of losses.

If Punjab is to break this
cycle, floodplains must be
treated as shared resources
with strict zoning, embank-
ments and drainage tied to
regular checks, and early
warning systems backed by
health and disaster funds.

Anything less will mean
repeating the same tragedy,
season after season.
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KULDEEP SINGH
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 28
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday
affirmed that the govern-
ment would extend com-
prehensive support to
exporters to  sustain
growth momentum and
uphold India’s resilience
in international trade in
the wake of 50% tariffs
imposed by the US.
Sitharaman emphasised
- the government’s commit-
. ment to addressing all con-
cerns of the exporting
community and asserted
. that the government
:  would explore every possi-
5 ble avenue to safeguard
their interests.
Sitharaman was meeting a
delegation of the Federation
of Indian Export Organisa-
tions (FIEO). The FIEO de]-
egation led by its president
SC Ralhan apprised hey of
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Traders raise concerns over market access

The FM called upon bizmen to reassure employees of job continuity.

the immediate concerns of
the exporting community,
particularly the adverse
impact of higher tariffs on
market access, competitive-
ness and employment gen-
eration. He underscored the
need for quick and calibrat-
ed policy measures to miti-

gate the strain on India’s
exporters, who have been
key drivers of growth and
job creation.

The minister also under-
lined the importance of pro-
tecting workers’ livelihoods
and called upon industry
leaders to reassure employ-

Centre will help exporters maintain

growthmomentum, says Sitharaman

ees of job continuity even
amidst global headwinds.

The 50 per cent US duties,
which came into effect on
Wednesday, are projected to
impact $48.2 billion worth of
Indian exports to the US,
potentially shaving 0.4-0.8
per cent off India’s GDP
growth in FY26, according
to estimates from econo-
mists and think tanks like
the Global Trade Research
Initiative. However, India’s
diversified export base and
strong macroeconomic fun-
damentals, including low
inflation may help protect
the country’s fiscal health.

The US is the largest trad-
ing partner of India with
the bilateral trade in goods
standing at $131.8 billion in
2024-25. India exported
goods worth $86.5 billion to
the US last year, which
accounts for about 20 per-
cent of the country’s
$437.42 billion.
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' Govtextends duty-free cotton !
import till Dec amid US tariffs

Move aimed at ensurmg steady supply, sta blllsmg domestic prices

as
14
ef

=
e
e

d
s
S
1

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEWDELHI, AUGUST 28
The government on Thursday
announced an extension of the
import duty exemption on cot-
ton until December 31 to sup-
port the local industry which
hasbeen hit by the steep 50 per
cent UStariffs. This follows the
initial waiver of 11 per cent
import duty introduced on
August 19, which was set to
expire on September 30.

“.In order to support
exporters further, the Central
government has decided to
extend the import duty exemp-
tion on cotton (HS 5201) from
September 30 till December
31" the Ministry of Finance
said in a statement.

The decision aims to
enhance the ‘availability of
cotton for the garment indus-
try, officials said. The Indian

decision will result in losses
to cottonfarmers asthey
would not get appropriate
price for the crop because

= ofthe waived duty.
| Arvind Keiriwal, sp Nnoa cONERER

Aworker shifts bales of cotfon at

a unit in Kaditown of Gujarat. sie

textile sector employs mil-
lions and accounts for a sig-

nificant share of exports. The

exemption is expected to
ensure a steady supply of raw
cotton and stabilise domestic
prices. On August 19, the
government announced
removal of 11 per cent import
duty on raw cotton, effective

immediately, till September
30 to support the domestic
textile industry. The objec-
tive was to ease the financial
burden on mills and garment

manufacturers, who have
been grappling with high
domestic cotton prices and
limited availability.

Global Trade Research Ini-

tiative Founder Ajay Srivasta-
va said: “Cotton imports have
surged 107.4 per cent, rising
from $579.2 million in FY2024
to $1.20 billion in FY2025.
Major suppliers last year
included Australia ($258.2
million), the US ($234.1 mil-
lion), Brazil ($180.8 million),
and Egypt ($116.3 million).
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EXPLAINER

Fan'ners call for early paddy procurement to prevent losses

Gmwefstopmt%tnearCMbmdermonSeptltomfordemands

HARYANA
PARVEEN ARORA
ARMERS, under the ban-
ner of the Bhartiva Kisan
Union (BKU-Sir Chhotu
Ram), have urged the Haryana

" Government to start paddy pro-

curement from September 15
instead. of October 1. The union
argued that timely procurement
was imperative to prevent heavy
financial losses to farmers.

® Why are farmers demanding

early procurement?

Farmers have demanded that the
state government begin the offi-
cial paddy procurement process

" from September 15.

The demand has been raised as

irproduce topri-
vate traders at prices below the
Minimum Support Price (MSPL
They say early procurement would
ensure that they receive fair apd
assured prices for their produce.

® Why is early procurement
important for farmers?
Government procures ‘parmal
varieties of rice on MSE Accord-
ing to farmers, timely procure-
ment would mean that farmers
could sell their paddy crop direct-
Iy to government agencies at the
declared MSE safeguarding
them from exploitation.

If procurement was delayed,
they had no option but to sell to
private traders, who would pur-
chasethe paddy before the offi-

TIME IS MONEY Growers will be forced to sell early-maturing varieties to private traders

atpﬁeesbdmﬂleml’lf

hybrid strains mature around mid-

proc at
prices, farmers added. -

They said early procurement

also helped free up fields for the

b mmersuﬂﬁvating

simfcrﬁm'lﬂ-ﬂtulal@m and
Pnces[Q\CPlaPm-ofﬂiel\‘fm

th turing crops face the

bmnorlatepammnem,asﬂw:
produce cannot be stored for long
due to lack of infrastructure and
high moisture content.

=Who fixes the MSP?
The MSFP is the guaranteed rate at
. jea bniy

nt does not start on time. FiLE PHOTO

case of Punjab, which has declared
September 15 as the start date for
the paddy procurement process,

® Does early procurement
benefit the government too?
not only sup-

which g
crop from farmers. The MSP is

fixeed by the Union G t
the recommendations of Commis-

Early p
ports farners but also stabilises the
grain supply chain. It reduces

ensures better stock management
for the Public Distribution Systerm
(PDS), and minimises farmer
protests or unrest Besides, it
improves trust between farmers
and the government.

® Did farmers raise the
demand earlier too?

Farmer uniens, including the
BEU, have consistently been
raising the issue over the years.
With changing crop cycles and

tember 15 in selected districts
where early-maturing paddy is
grown. Moisture testing facili-
ties at procurement centres to
ensure fair evaluation; and
awareness campaigns for farm-
ers on drying techniques to
meet moisture norms have also
been proposed by experts.

= What other demands
are the farmers raising?
Farm leaders have demanded that

the availability of short-durati
paddy varieties, the demand for
pre-procurement has  grown
stronger. On several occasions,
the government had preponed of
the procurement of paddy:

® What moisture-related issues
does early-maturing crop face?
As per the moisture norms set by
the Food Carporation of India (FCT),

17 per cent, leading to storage and
quality issues.

® What could be the way forward?
Experts suggest a middle
ground: The government can
start p t from Sep-

hoarding and black

the g remove 8
ry portal conditions for fertiliser dis-
tribution; and the compensation for
paddy crops damaged due to
‘dwarf disease be determined
through a special girdawari.

They have also called for the
cleaning of canals and drains to
improve irrigation facilities;
simplification of the tubewell
connection procedure; rollback
of electricity bills and smart
meters; timely procurement of
crops with an MSP guarantee;
and curbs on spurious seeds
and pesticides, with trans-
parency in distribution.

To press for these demands,
farmers are set o protest near the
CM's residence in- Kurukshetra
on September 1.

—
—
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NUMBER THEORY

Putting the leash in
front of the dog

<~ AN

The Supreme Court on Monday passed an order that all stray dogs in Delhi
and the National Capital Region (NCR) be rounded up within eight weeks and
put in dog shelters without any provision of releasing them whether or not

they are sterilised or vaccinated. SC’s order

» unless revoked by a larger

bench, puts an end to a long jurisprudence on the issue of stray dogs in not

just Delhi-NCR but also the country at large. A Su

preme Court order is pretty

much the law of the land. SC’s order, while driven by a genuine crisis which

is taking a huge

toll, misses the larger point about the nature of the problem.
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% Dog bitesareah
4 The debate around stray dogs, especially in |
larger cities, is often centered around groups |
trying to preserve things such as designated feeding |
spots and prevent forceful evictions either under
official drives or following complaints by other people

Here’s why:

i

living in such localities. While various court orders

|
prior to Monday’s SC order have often upheld or J

rejected these demands, sometimes in toto,

sometimes partially, the real problem is seen in macro 5
statistics of growing dog bites and an uncomfortably |
large number of rabies deaths - not all of them are on

account of dog bites - in India. Data furnished by the
central government in the Lok Sabha on April 1 shows

that there were 375 million cases of dog bites in India |

in 2024 and this number has been consistently high |
in the past few years. Not all of these bites result in
deaths, but the number is expected to be large. Official
estimates ~ based on Integrated Disease Surveillance
Programme - put the number around 180 for 2024
(the number from IDSP was only 54 for 2024 in a
parliament reply on April 1 but increased to 180 by the
time of a reply on August 5); a recent ICMR study
claimed India sees 5,700 deaths annually from rabies:
¢ and the government cited a 2004 WHO study in
parliament to say the burden may be in the tens of
thousands. When read with the fact young children
orsenior citizens are less likelyto fend off such
attacks, and that stray, especially feral dogs, arealso a
danger to wildlife, the problem requires a more
serious approach than looking at it from the prism of
warring factions in the gated societies of metros.
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Dog bite cases
reported by states

- and UTs in Integrated

Disease Surveillance
Programme Cases (million)
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Source: Lok Sabha reply, April 1, 2025 |




InIndia, the problem can be Stra ioni
described as “if a stray dog s Y cattle and dog population in 2019
does not bite you, the stray tray cattle w Stray dogs
cattle will head-butt you”. Uttar Pradesh gRT:TW.TY: S
This is actually a menace T ‘E*h R SR RS
which does not require any 1272277 12 HER o
statistical proof to anybody Odisha [ 0ENE 1734399 | |
who goes around even the RN : Ao | ]
most sanitized civic spacesin | Madhya Pradesh [ER-VA) ,009,076
the country. The numbers Maharashtra [ 761399
only underline the extent of —— = liue'f(’?__w
the problem and are perhaps Gujarat [ - 931,173 ;
an undercount. Data fromthe | ~ 4 P PR i
20th livestock census shows ! 1., i 0 ],6:5 ]
that there were 15.3 million
stray dogs and 5 million stray —
cattle in India. Given thata o T Al T
census by the erstwhile South Haryan ‘
Delhi Municipal Corporation ‘ry d__ 137'917, E. __4241579_ ,,,,,
(SDMC) found 189,000 stray Chhattisgarh [ 184,993 394,686
dogs in its jurisdiction, and - B
the livestock census reports R_Andhra [t - 73,850 ) 471'8_.8_4,1 I
just 55,462 stray dogs in the Tamil Nadu [ 51,150 441,208
entire city, the livestock =
census numbers are perhaps Iharkhand [ 32773 436,260 |
a huge underestimate. While Puniab : T
et ooy poation jab [ 140,369 290,624
is a large reason for this Telangana [ 36,366 392,932
menace, no regulation on T Saadl g
OWNETS aban?i%ﬁing animals Kerala . 3'6291[ 289,986
~ from dogs they do not want Assam [l 40,50§ 213,898
any more to cattle no longer - T Delhi i 5
economically viable or let out elhi | 12969 55462 | |
for part of the day by illegal 0 1000000 2000000 3,000,000
dairy farms - is another reason Data for Delhi from the 19th livestock census, Latest data not available

for the rise in this problem.

0 The root cause of this problem is the
i= huge number of stray animals in India

Source: 20th livestock censusj i
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Solving the problem requires adequate
investment, not just sweeping mandates

The SC’s order is a classic case of the rhetoric not matching the allocation. It has
ordered civic authorities to build a shelter for 5,000 dogs to begin with, asking for
further additions overtime, leaving the fine print of the implementation to civic
authorities. “How to do, it is for the authorities to look into it, and if they have to
create a force, they shall do it at the earliest. However, this should be the first and
foremost exercise to make all localities within city and outskirts free of stray dogs.
There should not be any compromise in undertaking this exercise,” the court said.
To be sure, the problem is of the making of the same civic authorities, who have
dragged their feet over universal sterilisation of strays (forcing animal lovers to step

in and fill the gap).

As the 2016 census by SDMC suggested, Delhi may have hundreds of thousands of
stray dogs and the number is likely to be significantly higher in all of NCR. The order
is likely to create a dilemma for a civic authority with a mandate to respond to every
call for evicting stray dogs but possessing only a fraction of the resources to
implement the order. This could very well lead to a different kind of chaos. What
could have helped was a more gradualist, resource-tied and widespread approach
which also mandated steps to prevent the problem (waste management, abandon-
ment of pets etc,) rather than just post-facto steps of catching dogs.
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- Open dumping of food waste main |

reason for increasing strays: RWAs |

Jasjeev Gandhiok and
Varun Bhandari

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Poor solid waste han-
dling, including a lack of segrega-
tion, in the Capital is a likely chief
reason for a rapid rise in Delhi's
stray dog population over the
years, experts and residents’ asso-
ciations said on Monday, after the
Supreme Court ordered that dogs
be removed from streets.

Residents’ welfare associations
(RWAs) pointed to easy access to
food, particularly at open bins
(dhalaos) outside shops at mar-
kets and construction sites, for
ensuring food security and an
increase in their numbers.

Atul Goyal, who heads URJA,
an apex body of over 2500 RWAs
in Delhi, said: “At most dhalaos,
there are multiple dogs. A num-
ber of these rely on food and
waste that end up here. We are
also seeing a similar situation at

¢ markets, where improper dis-

L

posal of waste, often dumped in
the open, provides access to food
and waste by-products.”

“We require segregation at
source and food or wet waste
needs to be composted, instead of
dumping at dhalaos and landfills.
wEseemesamethjngwithnle.
which often end up at dhalaos
and feed on all sorts of waste
there,” Goyal said.

Shiv Mehra, the president of

WASTE HUBS AT
MARKETS AND AT
CONSTRUCTION
SITES ARE VISITED
FREQUENTLY BY
DOGS, PROVIDING
FOOD SECURITY

the Maharani Bagh RWA, also
pointed towards dhalaos in the
area as a reason behind an
increase in stray dog numbers.
“These dhalaos are never clean.
There is a steady supply of waste,
including food, ending up there.
Dogs often scavenge on food,
including bones, and this pro-
vides them food security,” Mehra
said.

A similar problem persists in
Sarita Vihar.

Rajesh Verma, general secre-
tary of the Pocket B Sarita Vihar
RWA, said civic bodies are failing
at their primary role of waste
management. “This is a by-prod-
uct of our waste management sys-
tem. The dhalaos are feeding
points for dogs and this supply
will never stop, until we manage
waste effectively,” Verma said.

A 2021 study in Bengaluru, car-
ried out by Erasmus University
College and Ashoka Trust for
Research in Ecology and the Envi-
ronment, found that waste from
bakeries and garbage piles was

the chief cause for an increase in
the dog population.

Bharati Chaturvedi, founder
and director of the waste manage-
ment NGO Chintan Environmen-
tal Research and Action Group,
said the way most people dispose
of their waste—mixed and at dha-
laos—was a prime attraction for
stray dogs. “Naturally, hungry
urban dogs will go for the free
food. If we want fewer strays, then
one step is to compost our wet
waste at home or in the colony,
stopping this food source.”

Construction sites, a common
sight in most neighbourhoods,
are also a prime reason, acting as
a food source, according to resi-
dents. Labourers often camp in
the open or in makeshift tents,
cooking food in the open. This
tends to attract strays, who end
up staying even after construction
work is over, residents said.

Rejimon CK, founder of
Dwarka Forum (an association of
RWAs of Dwarka), said: “Some-
times, makeshift houses around
construction sites become an
unchecked point for feeding.
When they leave, strays are left
behind.”

To be sure, the biggest problem
has been the failure of MCD and
NDMC to sterilise strays as
required to under the law. Animal
lovers, individually and collec-
tively, have stepped in to fill the
gap.

The ‘other’ stray
menace in Delhi

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Stray dogs are cur-
rently in the spotlight due to the
Supreme Court ruling on mov-
ing them from streets to shelters,
but the Capital also suffers from
another menace, of stray cattle,
which freely roam on arterial
roads and have caused multiple
accidents, and in one instance,
even stopping the chief minis-
ter’s Convay.

Once restricted only to areas
on the city’s outskirts and near
rural belts, stray cattle have
slowly but steadily become a
common sight throughout the
city, with cow shelters packed to
capacity.

Ashok Bhasin, who heads the
North Delhi Residents Welfare
Federation, said that minor acci-
dents have become a daily occur-
rence in localities around the
North Campus. “Every day, we
receive complaints of two-
wheeler accidents due to stray
cattle. A major accident which
led to injuries was reported from
Gol Mandi nine days back. The
entire belt from Malkaganj,

Chandrawal and Azad Market to
Sabzi Mandi is full of illegal dair-
ies. The cattle feed on garbage

spilling from dhalaos. The |

Municipal Corporation of Dethi

(MCD) has failed to curb illegal |

dairies, as well as in garbage
management,” he said.

The continued presence of a
large number of stray cattle is
linked with lax enforcement,
operation of illegal dairies in res-
idential areas, continued unreg-
ulated influx of cattle from
neighbouring states, and 75% of

designated cow shelters running |

at capacity.

A senior MCD official said: |

“Delhi has only four gaushalas,
most of which are filled to capac-
ity. Only one gaushala is accept-
ing ca cows.”

The Gopal Gausadan has a
capacity of 3,200 animals; Sri
Krishna gaushala can house
7,600 cattle; Manav Gausadan
can house 500 cattle, and Dabur
Hare Krishna Gaushala in Sur-
hera can accommodate 4,000
animals. A fifth gaushala,
Acharya Sushil Muni, was closed
due to rampant mismanagement
in 2018.
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