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t Karnal dist falls short ot
direct seeded rice target
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Karnal district has fallen
short of its target for direct
seeded rice (DSR) cultivation
this season, as against the set
target of bringing 30,000 acres
under the DSR technique,
only 2,724 farmers have regis-
tered 16,247.42 acres with the
Agriculture and Farmers Wel-
fare Department.

As per officials, the DSR
method is water-efficient
and a cost-saving alterna-
tive to the conventional
paddy transplanting
process. It helps reduce
groundwater depletion,
curb labour costs, and
ensure timely sowing.

The data of the department
reveals that 656 farmers reg-
istered DSR on 5,199.28 acres
in Assandh block, 615 farm-
ers on 3,609.75 acres in Gha-
raunda, 404 farmers on
1,588.54 acres in Indri block,
415 farmers on 2,322.39 acres
in Karnal block, 344 farmers
on 1,881.49 acres in Nilokheri,
and 290 farmers on 1,652.94
acres in Nissing block.

Agriculture officials cited
multiple factors for the short-
fall, including heavy pre-
monsoon rain,
sions among farmers about
yield stability, and the contin-
ued preference for traditional
transplantation ~ methods.
Some farmers also expressed
concerns over weed manage-
ment in DSR, which requires

~ specific herbicide application

and close monitoring in the
early growth stages.

apprehen-
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Heavy pre-monsoon rain, apprehensions
about yield stability among key reasons

A field where direct-seeded rice has been cultivated. TriBuNE FILE
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“We conducted awareness

campaigns as well as farm-
ers’ training programmes

across the district, but due to
rainfall in the last week of

May and the first fortnight of
June, farmers preferred the
traditional method of paddy
transplantation,” said Dr
Wazir Singh, Deputy Direc-
tor Agriculture (DDA).

To ensure transparency and
eligibility for government
incentives, the department
has begun verifying the reg-
istered DSR fields. Officials
confirmed that the verifica-
tion would be completed by
August 19, after which sub-
sidy claims and other bene-
fits would be processed.

“So far, 4,975 acres have been
verified. A sum of Rs 4,500 per

acre will be transferred to
farmers’ accounts after verifi-
cation,” said the DDA.

On the other hand, agricul-
tural experts and farmers con-
sider the delay in disbursing
the Rs 4,500 per acre incentive
as a major reason behind the
shortfall in achieving the tar-
get. “I cultivated DSR on 7
acresin 2024, but the incentive |
was not paid until May 2025,
almost nine months after pad-
dy harvesting. The same hap-
pened with thousands of farm- |
ers who had shunned the
traditional method of paddy
transplantation to save water,
but this year the delay in dis-
bursing benefits discouraged
farmers,” said Dr Virender
Lather; former Principal Sci-
entist, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi.
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191 roads still blocked, Mandi
apple growers stare at losses
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The apple growers of Mandi : st ‘ :
are grappling with a major R
crisisas 181 roads in the dis- U
trict are blocked for over a b
month due to incessant o
rains and landslides. In the Iz
worst-affected Seraj and s
Karsog Assembly con- re
stituencies, farmers are _
concerned over their inabil- ci
ity to transport their apple ot
produce to markets. M
In Seraj, 85 Public Works ¢
Department (PWD) roads are B
closed, while in Karsog, 17 lu
roads are still blocked. Sev- Vi
eral other village link roads, te
which are managed by local tF
panchayats, are also blocked, al
further cutting off the farm- st
ers of remote areas. st
Guman Singh, an apple tic
grower of Bagrathach in ic
Seraj, says, “We are in a Labourers carrying apples cross a nullah to transport the produce to the market as roads in U
dilemma. The fruit is ready Mandi damaged by a cloudburst are yet to be restored. VIDEO GRAB P
but without road access, 1
how we will take it to mar- Deep Raj has expressed take up the matter with i m
kets? We fear we will suffer frustration over the delay Chief Minister Sukhvinder 523 educat|0nal ak
heavy losses if the situation  in restoration work and Singh Sukhu and seek |nst|tuti0 ns h|t in
does not improve soon.” called upon the state gov- immediate action.” ) ] ta
Meanwhile, ~ machines ernment to deploy more . Thakur added that if roads i Tt
were deployed today to resources to speed up the were not opened soon, disas- by ﬂOOdS in State K:
restore key roads in the opening of roads. “If roads  ter-hit Seraj would face eco- | MANDI, AUGUST 12
region and officials estimat- are not restored immediate- nomic ruin. He emphasised | Education Minister Rohit [—
ed that road access could be 1y, it will be an economic . the need for increased man- | Thakur today visited Seraj in r
opened within the next four. disaster for fruit growers, DOWEL, machinery  and | Mandi district to assess dam-
days. However, continuous  who depend entirely on this focused attention of the | age caused in recent cloud- | |Ne
rainfall posed a major chal-  seasonal crop,” he adds. state administration to | burstsand flashflqods.
lenge to the repair and clear- Leader of the Opposition  address the issue. The minister said that 523 ;::
ing operations. Jai Ram Thakur, whorepre-  Public Works Department | educational institutions in the | |Lin
Jaiwanti, a resident of the ~ sents Seraj, criticised the (PWD) Minister Vikrama- | state were damaged in the | [ww
Baryogi region in Seraj, government for its slow ditya Singh said that direc- | recent rain disaster, while 109 | [OF
says, “For more than a responseand described the tions had been issued for | schools were = completely
month, our area has situation as “horrible”. He expediting the restoration | destroyed In Mand: district FE
remained  disconnecied. told The Tribune that “rains work in the apple belt of | alone, 29 institutions had been
The fruit is ready for har- have devastated Seraj. Mandi.“Wearefullyawareof | affected, including 22in Sergj. | |+
vesting but we are stuck Houses have been dam- the crisis and committed to He said efforts to rebuild 109
and helpless,” she adds. aged, lives have been lost helping our fruit growers. dﬁtmyedsc}mo]swouldbegin
The situation has drawn and now farmers face the Every possible effortis being | after the monsoon and Rs 16
sharp reactions from politi- risk of losing their only  made torestore connectivity | crore had been sanctioned for
cal leaders. Karsog MLA source of livelihood. I will  atthe earliest,” he added. the purpose. —TNS
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Land pooling
Back fo the drawing board for Punjab govt

e brink, the Punjab government
US}uIrEiltI;dtfatx:}ln its contentiousland pooling pol-
#” icy. The writing was on the wall aﬁerthe_Purqab
and Haryana High Court ordered an interim
s o stay on the policy last week. As OppOSlthD par-
ties and farmer organisations stepped up protests, therul-
ing Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) did a U-turn in a bid o pre-
vent the situation from spinning out of control With
barely a year and a half to go for the Assembly elections,
" AAP just could not afford to upset the state’s farming
community, a key vote bank that doesn’t shy away fn_)m
confronting the powers that be in Chandigarh or Delhi.

At the outset, the Bhagwant Mann government had
claimed that the policy was ‘farmer-friendly’ and meant
for planned as well as sustainable urban development.
However, the assurance that it was a voluntary scheme
and there would be no forcible acquisition of land failed
to allay the doubts and fears of landowners. The impres-
sion gained ground that Punjab's fertile land was being
handed over to land sharks with the government’s sup-

port. Questions were also raised about the hasty notifica-
tion of the policy without conducting an assessment to
gauge its social and environmental impact.

Mann should have drawn a lesson from the flasco of
the three Central farm laws. Dubbed as *pro-farmer’ by
the Modi dispensation, the laws had been opposed tooth
and nail by farmers from North India, particularly Pun-
jab. They were repealed after a year-long agitation that
claimed the lives of over 700 protesters. The saving grace
for AAP is that it did not defend the indefensible for too
long. The way forward should be to take all stakeholders
onboard before framing any land-related policy. Despite
its climbdown, it will be tough for AAP to regain the trust
of Punjab’s farmers, even as the Opposition seems to
have wrested the initiative this time. The state govern-

. ment has its work cut out amid kisan unions’ grouse
that it has not done enough to press the Centre over their

key demands, including a legal guarantee for MSP




State targets further drop in
stubble burning after 39% decline

o
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ARYANA has made great
improvermnent in crop residue
management, recording a 39
per cent drop in active fire locations
(AFLs), during the last paddy season

target to reduce AFLs further. For this,
it has focused on 10 districts of the
state where the maximum AFLs were

reported last year

¥ How many cases of AFLs were
reported in the past four years?
With joint efforts by officials from
various departments, - stringent
artion against violating farmers —

including red entries in their agri-
cultural records, registration of
FIRs — along with the adoption of
stubble management practices,
Haryana recorded a significant fall
in stubble-burning cases in 2024,
The state registered 1,406 cases in
2024, compared to 2,303 in 2023,
3,661 in 2022, and 6,987 in 2021.

E Which districts have been identi-
fied as stubble-burning hotspots?
The 10 focus districts are Fatehabad, Jind,
Kaithal, Ambala, Sirsa, Kimukshetra, Kar-
nal, Hisar, Yarmmanagar and Sonepat. As
perthe data fram September 15 to Novern-
ber 30, 2024, Fatehabad saw a steep drop
firom 579 cases in 2023 to 130 in 2024, Jind
from 343 10218, and Kaithal from 262t0 194.
Ambala recorded 99 cases last year com-
pared to 195 in 2023, Sirsa 188 against 162
and Kimukshetra from 154 to 132 Kamal
fell from 126 to 96, Hisar from 111 1o 49,

ﬂmﬂ.ﬂmnhm:edﬁ'{mﬂ]m]zm:

have been asked to enforce spedial meas-
ures in red- and yellow-zone villages and
campaigns.

= How much subsidy is given by
the department for crop residue

management?
Toaddress the persistent issue of stub-

ble burning — a major contributor to
winter air pollution and smog — the
government launched the Crop
Residue  Management  (CRM)
scheme. Under it, the farmers adopt-
ing in-situ and ex-situ methods of
stubble management will receive an
incentive of Rs 1,200 peracre from this
season, while earlier; it was Rs 1,000
peracre. In addition, subsidies up to 50
per cent are provided for purchasing
stubble management machinery,
such as straw balers, happy seeders,
and paddy straw choppers. A cash
award of Rs 1 lakh is given to red-zone
panchayats and Rs 50,000 to yellow-
zone panchayats for achieving zero
stubble-burning cases.

® What stringent steps are taken
by the department to curb stub-
ble burning? -
Apart from FIR registration against
the farmers involved in stubble burn-
ing, red entries are made in the Meri
Fasal Mera Byora (MFMB) portal,
which prevents them from selling
t.hrcaw.lghlee-k!'lal'u:lfcvrtwu:o-::l:-nser.L
utive seasons.

# What types of machinery are
subsidised under the 2025-26
CRM Scheme?

Super SMS, baling machines, happy
seeders, rotary slashers, paddy straw
mulchers, hydraulic reversible MB
ploughs, zero-till drills, super seeders,

surface seeders, reapers/reaper-cum-
binders, loaders, and tedder
machines, Farmers receive either a 50
per cent subsidy or the approved
departmental rate, whicheveris lower.

Individual farmers can apply online
by August 20 to avail themselves of
subsidies under the CRM scheme.
The farmers can apply online at
tered on Meri Fasal Mera Byora for
Rabi 2025 or Kharif 2024 crops.
Required documents include tractor
RC (if applicable), family ID, PAN
card, Aadhaar card, self-declaration,
bank account details, and caste certifi-
cate (for SC farmers).

= Are there limits on who can apply
and for what? i
Only cne application per family ID is
allowed and applicants who have
received asubsidy foraspecificimple-
mentation in the past three years are
ineligible for that same implementa-
tion again.

Selections will be made by a d.tstnct-
level executive committee headed by
the Deputy Commissioner. If applica-
tions exceed targets, an online draw
will be held in the presence of farmers.
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LAND POOLING POLICY

otification revoking

Initiative, Parl panel tells govt

State Cabinet likely to approve rollback of scheme at meeting today

RAJMEET SiNGH

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, AUGUST13

The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Agriculture,
Animal Husbandry and Food
Processing has directed the
Punjab Government to fur-
nish the notification with-
drawing the controversial
land pooling policy.

The state’s AAP govern-
ment had announced the
withdrawal of the initiative
on August 11 after statewide
protests by farmer bodies and
the Opposition parties.

However, a formal notifica-
tion is yet to be issued by the
government. 4

Meanwhile, sources said
the Punjab Cabinet is expect-
ed to approve the withdrawal
of the policy at a meeting
tomorrow, a step prior to a for-
mal notification is issued.,

The development has come
as leading farmer grouping
have refused to call off their
stirs against the initiative till
the government issues anoti-
fication, with the distrust
over the issue running deep

‘MATTER OF CONCERN’ |

‘ ®® Itis matter of concern as over
| 63,000 acres of land was being
acquired in different parts of the state|
| without even taking note of its social
Impact and rehabilitation of farmers.

Charanjit Singh Channi, HEAD OF PARLIAMENT paxeL '

between the two sides.

The parliamentary panel,
which issued the directions is
headed by Congress Lok Sab-
ha MP Charanjit Singh Chan-
ni. It had on August 5 sum-
moned the Punjab Chief
Secretary, and principal sec-
retaries of the departments of
housing and urban develop-
ment _and agriculture to
explain the governments’
stance on the “decreasing fer-
tile land due to indiscrimi-
nate acquisition” for urbani-
sation and. infrastructure

development’.
On August 12, the state
through the Secretary,

Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, had informed the
panel that the scheme had

been withdrawn.

Channi told The Tribune
that the state government
had been asked to submit
the notification. “It is mat-
ter of concern as over 63,000
acres of land was being
acquired in different parts
of the state without even
taking note of its social
impact and rehabilitation of
farmers,” he said.

The policy envisioned
acquiring 65,533 acres,
including 45,861 acres in
Ludhiana district alone, in

- exchange for residential

and commercial plots.

First announced in May
this year, it quickly met
with political and farmer
resistance.

‘AAP ruining economy’ _
Meanwhile, the state’s main
Opposition Congress alleged
that the cash-strapped AAP
government was now eyeing
worth Rs 20,000 crore prop-
erty held by the Greater
Mohali Area Development
Authority (GMADA) to fund
its populist schemes by rais-
ing loans,

The Leader of Opposition
in the Punjab Assembly, Par-
tap Singh Bajwa, reiterated
the allegation that ruling
AAP's real intention behind
introducing the policy was to
“sell off Punjab’s fertile agri-
cultural land to builder lob-
bies”.

“Now, it is eyeing GMADA
properties. The AAP govern-
ment is driving Punjab into
economic ruin. The ruling
party is eyeing funds of dif-
ferent departments to fund
its unsustainable populist
schemes,” he added.

Jalandhar Cantonment
Congress legislator Pargat
Singh said, “This is not
governance—it’s economic
suicide.”
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GST overhaul ‘to ease burden on
exporters “amid trade turbulence

NEW DELHI: India’s proposed
overhaul of Goods and Services
Tax (GST) will speed up tax
refunds for exporters, improve
their cash flow, and streamline

compliances for small businesses,

as part of overall reforms meant

to unlock the untapped potential
of the economy, a central govern-

ment official said on Saturday.
India’s efforts to make life eas-
ier for businesses, especially
exporters, comes as they face
headwinds in their largest mar-
ket, the US, which has slapped

MODI ON FRIDAY
ANNOUNCED HIS
GOVT'S PLANTO
IMPLEMENT GST
REFORMS BY THIS
FESTIVE SEASON

additional tariffs of 50%, includ-
ing a penal rate for New Delhi’s

energy trade with Russia.

“The GST overhaul will result
in 90% of tax refunds getting
issued very quickly, within two

or three weeks. Whllethlswlllbe

for all taxpayers, exporters will
benefit the most,” said the offi-
cial, who spoke on the condition
of anonymity.

Other than exporters, a 1arge
section of domestic businesses
seeks refunds because of the
inverted duty regime in sectors
such as fertilisers and textiles
where raw materials attract
higher taxes than finished prod-
ucts.

- Prime Minister Narendra Modi |
had on Friday announced his gov- |

ernment’s commitment to have |

the GST reforms implemented by
the coming festive season. P

|
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NEW DELHI: India’s proposed
overhaul of Goods and Services
Tax (GST) will speed up tax
refunds for exporters, improve
their cash flow, and streamline
compliances for small businesses,
as part of overall reforms meant
to unlock the untapped potential
of the economy, a central govern-
ment official said on Saturday
India’s efforts to make life cas-
ler for businesses, especially
exporters, comes as they f{ace
headwinds in their largest mar-
ket, the US, which has slapped
additional tariffs of 50%, includ-
ing a penal rate for New Delhi's
energy trade with Russia. On Fri-
day, talks between US President
Donald Trump and Russian Presi-
dent Viadimir Putin remained
inconclusive in deciding a cease-
fire in the Russia-Ukraine war.
“The GST overhaul will result
in 90% of tax refunds getting
issued very quickly, within two or
three weeks,” said the official,

THE OVERHAUL OF
GST, IN SPITE OF A
SHORT-TERM DENT
IN REVENUE
GROWTH, WILL BE
FISCALLY

SUSTAINABLE, THE
OFFICIAL SAID

who spoke on the condition of
anonymity

“While this will be for all tax-
payers, exporters will bencfit the
most.” the person said

Other than cxporters, a barge
section of domestic businesscs
seeks refunds because of the
inverted duty regime In soctors
such as ferulizer and textles
where raw materials attract
higher txes than finished prod-
ucts

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had on Friday announced
his government's commitment
to have the GST reforms imple-
mented by the coming festive
season. The reforms include

doing away with the 12% and
28% rates, and taxing most of the
goods under these slabs at 5%
and 18% respectively; reducing
classification-related disputes,
correcting inverted duty struc-
tures in specific sectors, ensur-
ing greater rate stability, and
enhancing ease of registrations,
return filing and refunds.

The reforms were conceived
keeping in mind the need for
making daily use goods for the
middle-class and the poor
cheaper, the official said. Prices of
roods such as pasta, jam, and
namkeen are likely to fall thanks
to the lower tax rate.

“Also, the idea Is to make life
casier for micro. small and
modium enterprises (MSMEs) in
terms of processes and compli-
ance.” the second officlal sald,
The tax restructure also will
make the registration process
also easler. The official said the
most registrations will likely hap-
pen within three calendar days of
applying

The GST restructuring, in spite
of a short-term dent in revenue
growth, will be fiscally sustaina-

life casier for exporters

ble as the increase in consump-
tion demand and compliance will
make up for the revenue forgone,
the official said.

The official also clarified that
the GST compensation cess levied
on products like tobacco, automeo-
biles and carbonated drinks will
likely be discontinued before
March 2026 as soon as all debts
and interest are paid. Sin goods
such as tobacco are expected to
be taxed at 40% under the new
proposal.

The central government is
expected to complete repayment
of the ¥2.69 trillion raised from
the market to give liquidity sup-
port to states during the pan-
demic, ahead of March. This cess
ranges from 1% in the case of cer-
tain motor vehicles to 290% in the
case of mixtures used in smoking
pipes.

A group of ministers led by
Bihar deputy chief minister Sam-
rat Chaudhary is currently study-
ing the proposal. Once it is done,
the GST Council will call its next

meeting, the official said. GST
reforms have been in the works
for a couple of years.




Govt opens E-Kshatipurti portal
for crop loss claims in4 districts

14 Rohtak villages included; farmers told to apply before Aug 31

RAVINDER Sarnt

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

ROHTAK, AUGUST 16

Taking note of the wide-
spread damage to Kkharif
crops caused by waterlog-
ging, the Haryana Govern-
ment has opened the E-
Kshatipurti portal for farmers
in Rohtak, Charkhi Dadri,
Palwal and Hisar districts.

The portal will remain
open till August 31,
enabling farmers from the
affected villages to upload
their claims for compensa-
tion in line with govern-
ment policy.

According to an official
communiqué issued by the
Department of Revenue and
Disaster Management, the
decision was taken after field-
level damage assessments
and recommendations by
district administrations.

“After the recommenda-
tion and considering the
impact of heavy rain and

Farmers show their damaged crop at a waterlogged field in
Kultana village of Rohtak district. TRIBUNE PHOTO

waterlogging on kharif crops
in 2025, the government has
decided to open the E-
Kshatipurti  portal = for
uploading claims from
affected villages till August
31,” the communiqué stated.

Rohtak Deputy Commis- -

sioner Dharmendra Singh
said the portal had been

" activated for 14 villages

under Meham tehsil and
one village under Lakhan
Majra sub-tehsil, where
crops suffered major dam-
age due to heavy rainfall.
“These villages include
Meham, Farmana Khas,
Samain, Bedwa, Behlba, Sis-
ra Khas, Shekhpur Titri,

Kheri Meham, Bhaini
Bheron, Bhaini SUI']aIl,Bhal
ni Maharajpur, Madina Kor-
san, Bharan, and Bhaini
Chanderpal,” the DC said.
Heurged all affected farmers
to submit their claims before
the deadline.

Meanwhile, the district unit
of the All India Kisan Sabha
(AIKS) has demanded that
more villages be added to the
compensation scheme.

“Chuliana, Kultana, and
Pakasma are among the vil-
lages that have not been
included in the official list
of 14, yet large portions of
agricultural land in these
areas are still submerged,
causing severe losses fo
farmers,” said Preet Singh,
district president, ATKS.

He added that a delegation
had already met the District
Revenue Officer, urging that
these villages be included so
that affected farmers could
also benefit.
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Sutlej submerges thousands
of acres at 15 Fazilka villages

Nearly 80,000 cusecs of water release

PrRAFUL CHANDER NAGPAL

FAZILKA, AUGUST 16
Thousands of acres were
inundated in at least 15 vil-
lages of the district as the
authorities released close to
80,000 cusecs of Sutlej water
from the Hussainiwala
headworks.

Several villages in the dis-
trict had already been facing
a flood-like situation due to
the accumulation of rainwa-
ter, allegedly due to ineffi-
cient drainage system.

An official source said
whenever more than 50,000
cusecs of water was released
from the headworks, it was
considered a flood situation.

However, no such announce-
ment has been made by the
government so far.

The villages hit by the dis-
charge of excess water
include Ram Singh Bhaini,
Jhangar Bhaini, Mahatam
Nagar, Retewali Bhaini,
Dhani Sadda Singh, Walle-
shah Hithar, Teja Rohela,
Dona Nanka, Mohar Jamsher
in Fazilka subdivision and
Attu Wala, Phulle Wala,
Khane Ke, Prabhat Singh
Wala Hithar, Chak Khiva,
Jodha Bhaini villages in
Jalalabad subdivision.

Attu Wala village of the

: e
The submerged link

d from Hu

road between Attu Wala and other villages in the Jalalabad segment.

Jalalabad segment is the
worst hit. Its link with other
nearby areas has been com-
pletely snapped, virtually
turning it into an island.

Amrik Singh, husband of
village sarpanch Vidya Rani,
said the main road leading to
the village had been sub-
merged in at least 10-foot-
deep water. -

“We have only one boat to
ferry people,” he said, adding
that standing crops over hun-

dreds of acres had been per-

manently damaged. He
alleged that they had been
left to fend for themselves.

Amrik  Singh demanded
from the administration to
provide additional boat and
green fodder for cattle.

Boota Singh, former
sarpanch of Dhani Sadda
Singh village, said water
entered about 700 acres in
their area. “It may enter our
homes soon due to which
several villagers have shift-
ed their belongings to the
rooftops,” he said alleging
that nobody turned up to
help them, ‘

Drainage = Department
XEN. Gurvir Singh Sidhu
said the riverwater has

entered low-lying villages
near the Sutlej creek.

Ferozepur villages also hit
Ferozepur: Standing crops
over hundreds of acres were
damaged as the riverwater
entered several villages here
following release of. excess
water from headworks Harike
in the district.

The affected villages
include Dheera Ghara, Niha-
la Kilcha, Kamale Wala,
Muthian Wali, Bandala and
Sultanwala, which are situat-
ed along the Sutlej close to
the India-Pakistan border.

Ssainiwalg

headworks

Deputy Commissioner
Deepshikha Sharma, along
with a battery of officials, vis-
ited the affected areas.

She said the situation was
under control as of now. The
DC said teams had been
formed to deal with every situ-
ation while all necessary
arrangements for setting up of
relief camps had been made.

The administration also
instructed officials con-
cerned not to leave their duty
station or proceed on leave,
Sharma said the officials had
been told to remain alert and
be available round the clock.

On the other side, former
sarpanch of Dheera Ghara
Gurmej Singh claimed
that over 5,000 acres were
submerged in and around
his village. He said hun-
dreds of houses had been
inundated.

“In 2023 also, we had suf-
fered huge losses due to the
rise in the Sutlej water level.
Still, we have not been able to
repair the houses that were

damaged then. Now, water
has again entered our houses
and fields,” he said.

Arshdeep Singh of Nihala
Kilcha village said it had
become difficult for them
to arrange fodder for the
cattle. — OC
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Farmers dharnareaches Parl

HISAR, AUGUST 16

As farmer bodies — the All
India Kisan Sabha and
Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM) — continue their

indefinite dharna in I.oharu
town of Bhiwani district
over an alleged Rs 350 crore
scam linked to kharif 2023

cotton, the issue has now
reached Parliament.

BJP MP from Bhiwani-
Mahendragarh, Dharambir
Singh, and Congress MP
from Hisar, Jai Prakash,
raised the matter in the Lok
Sabha, alleging that farm-
ers were denied nearly Rs
300 crore under the Prad-
han Mantri Fasal Bima

Yojana. They urged the
Union Agriculture Minister
to take action against the
Insurance company.

Singh claimed that
despite legitimate crop-cut-
ting experiment data being
collected inthe fields, it was
ignored and replaced with

, technology-based yield esti-

mates. —TINS
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Why ethanolblended petrol isheretostay

Centre vouches for green fuel's utility and performa nce amld consu mer concerns about vehicle health and mileage

SHEKHAR SINGH

NDIA has reached its target of 20 per
cent ethanol-blended petrol (E20)
five years ahead of schedule, mark-
ing a major step in the country's
green fuel journey, While the govern-
ment hails this as a milestone in reducing
emissions, saving foreign exchange and
boosting farmers’ incomes, the shift has

also sparked a debate on fuel efficiency, .

vehicle health and consumer costs.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched
the higher E20 blend in 2023, based on
research that ethanol can be safely used in
petrol blends with levels ranging from 5 per
cent to 100 per cent. Ethanol blending first
started in the 1970s as a response to oil price
shocks, with countries like the United
States and Brazil becoming pioneers, In
India, the key drivers for it have been
import substitution, energy security and
the promise of lower prices.

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas calls biofuels and natural gas “bridge
fuels”, a viable, non-disruptive step towards
meeting India's net zero emissions target
by 2070. A NITI Aayog study shows that
greenhouse gas emissions from sugarcane-
based ethanol are 65 per cent lower than
petrol, while maize-based ethanol cuts
emissions by 50 per cent.

The government claims that since 2014
15, ethanol blending by public sector oil
marketing companies has saved India
more than ¥144 lakh crore in foreign
exchange, substituted around 245 lakh met-
ric tonnes of crude oil, and reduced CO2
emissions by 736 lakh metric tonnes, the
equivalent of planting 30 crore trees, This

year alone, payments to famwrsarew&pect—
ed to touch 40,000 crore, with foreign
exchange savings of about ¥43,000 crore.

It says blending not only curbs pollution,
but has “eliminated sugarcane arrears” and
improved the viability of maize farming,
such as suicides in areas like Vidarbha.

se ethanol pfocurement cost
.("_”“'_?92'_5}_'1’132/'“”"

u Cheavy molasses ethanol: 4666
(2021 22) to ¥57.97 [2024-25} .
e

®Maize ethanol: ¥52.9210 T7186. |
GOVT ON SAVINGS

i -Targmn'setEyaarsahead of schedule.

u Forex saved (201415 o July 2025): Up Up
to¥144 lakh crore.

-mmwmhknnwcmnm-ao 3
crore trees planted.

# Crude oil saved: 245 lakh metric tonhes.
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system in engines. “Neither the govern-
ment nor petrol stations are properly
informing motorists about these risks. Con-
sumers are being kept in the dark,” he adds.

According o the ministry, affers bet-
ter acceleration, smoother ride quality, and
up to 30 per cent lower carbon emissions
compared to E10. Ethanol's higher octane

Concerns that E20 reduces mil and
damages engines are not new. In 2020, an
Inter-Ministerial Committee of NITI Aayog
examined the issue, supported by research
from the Indian Oil Corporation, Automo-
tive Research Association of India, and the
Society of Indian Automobile Manufactur-
ers (SIAM). Still, gaining consumer confi-
dence is an area that needs attention.

An auto industry expert, requesting
anonymity, says that ethanol is a highly cor-
rosive and dehydrating fuel that can cause
darnage to components of the fuel delivery

d 108.5 versus petrol's 84.4)
helps modem high-compression engines
perform better, it claims. The higher heat of
vaponisation cools intake air, increasing fuel
density and volumetric efficiency.

India's regular petrol now has a Research
Octane Number (RON) of 91, up from 88,
and RON 95 with E20, reducing knocking
and improving performance. The ministry
argues that claims of * drashr: mllease

For many carmakers, models sold since as
early as 2009 are already E20-compatible,
meaning efficiency losses should be negligi-
ble. Where older models face rubber or gas-
ket wear, the replacement is inexpensive,
needed just once in a vehicle’s lifetime.

A persistent eriticism is that ethanol-
blended petrol should be cheaper than
unblended fuel. In 2020-21, when NITI
Aayog prepared its report, ethanol was
indeed cheaper than petrol. But procure-
ment prices have since risen sharply.

As of July 31, 2025, the average procure-
ment cost of ethanol for the current Ethanol
Supply Year is ¥71.32 per litre, including
transport and GST. C-heavy molasses-
based ethanol has risen from $46.66 in 2021-
221015797 in 2024-25. Maize-based ethanol
has gone up from ¥52.92 to $71.86 over the
same period. This means ethanol is now
costlier than the pretax price of refined
petrol. However, the ministry stresses that
oil companies have not abandoned the E20
mandate because the programme still
delivers on energy security, farmer
incomes, and environmental goals,

The final retail price of petrol is driven
largely by Central and state taxes, not just
fuel production costs. Another automobile
specialist stresses that the government
should ask fuel outlets to provide different
ethanol blends separately and introduce
clear colour-coding for them. “Most buyers
have no idea about the exact ethanol con-
tent in the petrol they are filling. In fact,
when tested, vehicle mileage dropped by
nearly 5 per cent on average,” he observes.

Social media speculation that insurers

“baseless fear-mongering”.

It insists that safety standards for E20 are
well-established under the Bureau of Indi-
an Standards and Automotive Industry
Standards. In most performance parame-
ters, drivability, startability, metal and plas-
tic compatibility, there are no issues.

As per the ministry, Brazil has been run-
ning on E27 for years without problems,
with global automakers like Toyota, Honda
and Hyundai selling vehicles there too. The
same companies are part of India's ongo-
ing consultations on whether to move
beyond E20 after October 31, 2026.

The ministry says any such move will
require ‘“careful calibration” involving
stakeholders from feedstock suppliers to
vehicle manufacturers. For now, the
roadmap commits to E20 until that date.

One major difference between India and
Brazil is the consumer choice. In Brazil, flex-
ible-fuel (or flex-fuel) cars have been com-
mon for decades, letting drivers choose their
ethanol blend level based on price. In India,
flex-fuel cars are still rare, and consumers
currently have no choice in blend levels.

The government has been urging
automakers to introduce more flex-fuel
models, but the uptake remains slow. Until
then, Indian motorists will have to adapt to
higher ethanol blends as standard, without
the flexibility enjoyed elsewhere,

The ministry insists that the ethanol pro-
gramme is here to stay. It says rolling back
to pure petrol would undo years of gains in
pollution control, farmer incomes, and ener-
£y transition. Still, it acknowledges that
beyond E20, further blending must be grad-
ual, transparent, and backed by robust

preparedness,

mm ‘.' .s.as

dﬂwnghahusmntmamemecmdmm will not cover the damage caused by E20

and air-conditioning load. use has been dismissed by the ministry as  industry
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