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What initially began as a
seizure of counterfeit pharma-
ceuticals quickly unravelled an
interstate fake medicine web
spread across Uttar Pradesh
(Moradabad, Deoria and
Gorakhpur), Haryana (Panipat
and Jind) and Himachal
Pradesh (Baddi and Solan). .

The police arrested six peo-
ple, including the alleged
kingpin and unearthed two
factories, one in Jind,
Haryana, and another in Bad-
di, Himachal Pradesh.

It began with a tip-off about
a consignment of fake medi-
cines entering Delhi. On July
30, a small hatchback was
intercepted on Shyamnath
Marg, Civil Lines, in North
Delhi and two people,
Mohammad Alam (35) and
brother

Mohammad

Saleem (42), both residents of
Moradabad, UP, were found
-carrying strips of Ultracet
and Augmentin 625, medi-
cines typically prescribed for
severe infections and pain.

On the bas:s of suspicion, a
team from the drug manufac-
turers was called who con-
firmed that the packaging and
serial codes on the medicine

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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potentially work as poison,
if consumed.

A follow-up interrogation of
- both brothers revealed critical
leads - names, supply routes
and even social media posts
that served as points of contact
for new recruits into the racket,

The syndicate was found
using social media plat-
forms to advertise and
recruit people, and encrypt-
ed apps to avoid detection.

Amanufacturing unit was
traced to Jind, Haryana,
operated by Parmanand
(50), a factory owner with
prior pharmaceutical links.

Another factory in Par-
wanoo, Solan (HP), was bust-
ed, where counterfeit tablets
and creams were being
packaged using high-end
blister packing machines.

The syndicate was being run
by Rajesh (52), a resident of
Gorakhpur and a former phar-
ma executive,

Using his insider knowledge,
he sourced packaging materi-
als,dyesand stamps—enough
to convincingly replicate trust-
ed medications like Betnovate-

N Cream, Pan40, Zero Dol SP
and Clavam 625, said Deputy

Commissioner  of
(Crime) Harsh Indora,
Moreover, mobile phones
Wwere also recovered that con-
tained contacts saved under
aliaseslike“Kornalji Karnal”
and “Pappy Bhaiya GKP”,
indicating the covert and cod-
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transport or through “jhola
chaap” doctors — unlicensed
rural practitioners — who dis-
fributed  these counterfeit
drugs in small towns and vil-
lages, the cop added. The syn-
dicate used everything from
WhatsApp chats to QR code
payments, making the task of
tracking them a formidable
challenge. With each arrest, the
network kept expanding —
and so did the evidence. All six
accused are in police custody.
Theirintemogaﬁonhasyielded
vast digital, financial and testi-
monial evidence, which is now
being analysed, the police offi-
cial mentioned.

- Minister Sood '

launches...

be awarded with Rs 25 lakh for
first place, Rs 15 lakh for sec-
ond place and Rs 10 lakh for

 third place. Sood said that the

Department of Education in
Delhi had identified 4,000 loca-
tions that require priority-
based cleaning, and cleanli-
ness work at these locations
had already commenced. He
said, in the spirit of “Each One,
Clean One,” every citizen of
Delhi should contribute their
shramdan to this campaign.

Their efforts would not only
make Delhi visibly cleaner but
also help in realising the vision
of a healthy and green Delhi,
he added.
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Why India is rightin

resisting US demand to

farmers (including those in the dairy and
Pite adversity is the first official hint that
US was a sore point in
! : y uted to Trump putting
tariff on India. The initial 25% tariff has subsequently
been clubbed with another blatantly unfair 25% on ;
account of India’s crude oil im ports from Russia.
China, which imports more crude oil than India
from Russia has not faced any such tariff.
Whether or not these facts change in future
negotiations, India is perfectly Jjustified in
resisting US demands for opening up its farm
and related sectors to the US. Here are four
charts which explain why this is the case.
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‘1 US does not have a trade balance problem in agriculture |
M e UShas hada merchandise trade deficit for | US's trade deficit is not driven by agricultural &

many decades now. Trump has been citing this trade (US trade balance in dollar billion) 9

as a justification for his trade war against the world at _ ) )
large. Notwithstanding the justification of Trump === Total goods trade balance e Agricultural trade balance &
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citing US's merchandise trade deficit - a lot of trade is ¢
driven by comparative advantage related factors - ~100
' agriculture is one area where he should not be 400
| complalning. This is because the US has mostly had a | .go0
| merchandise trade surplus in agricultural trade 800
unlike its non-agricultural component. Agriculture, 1000

| therefore ought not to be the deal breaker in US's e
| trade negotiations with other countries.
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i more than six million in the 1930s to just above 2 million by the 19705 and the average farm size increasing from
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= US agri is less about farmers, more about businesses
" This is the most important fact to keep in mi i ing wi
[ K] : : p in mind while dealing with any US demands to open up the agri
and m(t)\;x;a; ls;gitx in othirj countries. The American agricultural, especially f);gd economy, is legs abcfut f;ﬁ"c‘”'
i i cugmo:sd nds of businesses. Data published by the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) shers
it producion budashaof rly %1 gt ool et e By g

y . ation, dollar spent on d i food in a year - whj

food processing alone had a share of 14.4%, The US demand?re)g markggisc‘;glggtgi;;?gﬂm g°£:risn":: i

demand for raising farm incomes; it is a demand to incr i '
; ease the earnings of its larger agro-industrial comp
fact, farming itself has undergone a process of huge concentration in th%SUS witl?rgie number of farms fan?n?ﬁg’m

2%

I“Sr!(:l:crgto a%lmostfm cres during this period, The average size of a farm in India s less than 3 acres, Even
[Pttt Jarger ones account for most of the production. USDA data shows thatless than pine
4 ahare ofglmosxat'xtg?rg]&gt?;ls Sﬁffefﬁfm income category of $1,000,000 or more and non-family farms) had 5
| farmers and the ones In India (more on t }ﬁ;ﬂgtl:;t)ion. Clearly, there is no match between US agribusinessand 1C

2022 Food Dollar Series’ industry group dollar, nominal

mFarm production @ Food services m Food
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“® India, unlike the US, has negative support for its farmers

While Trump has been citing Indian tariffs and non-trade barriers in farming to find fault with India giving

unfair support to its farmers, the reality is diametrically opposite.
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development’s (OECD) 2024 Agricultural Policy Monitoring and

Evaluation report says the following about farm support in India “Net support to producers in India has been
Domestic producers have been implicitly taxedon £

negative throughout the last two decades but fluctuates markedly.
average, as budgetary payments to farmers did not offiset the price-depressing effect of complex domestic marketing
regulations and trade policy measures. Virtually all gross producer transfers (whether positive or negative) come in /
potentially most production - and trade-distorting forms - a consistent pattern since the early 2000s”. .
Anybody who has followed the government’s intermittent bans on agricultural exports out of domestic inflation i
concerns in India would immediately relate to this observation. While more dogmatic liberalisation voices have
always opposed these trade controls, they are oblivious to the large challenge.of keeping food prices in check in an
economy where food spending accounts for more than 50% of household spending for the majority of households
and food insecurity is widespread. Any Targe-scale liberalisation of agricultural trade would make the pursuit of
difficult, something India has always fought for in the World Trade Organiza-

such counter-cyclical policy more
ton. In fact, Trump should have read USDA reports on India which have flagged the fact that India still accounts

for the largest number of food-insecure people in the world. The current tariffs might or might not ch
Trump's insistence on India opening up its resource-poor farm sector to America or facing gﬁe of meﬂgle)’&ls)r [

tariffs is unbecoming of a strategic ally.
Composition of Producer Support Estimate in India (Producer Support Estimate as percentage of gross farm receipts)
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Ready to protect farmers at
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NEW DELHI: India will make no
compromise against the inter-
ests of its farmers, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said on
Thursday, adding he was “per-
sonally” ready to pay any price
for it in remarks that came
against the backdrop of US Pres-
ident Donald Trump's decision
to clamp steep tariffs on Indian
exports to the US.

Addressing an event in New
Delhi, Modi made it clear that
India would continue protecting
the agriculture sector, which
accounts for nearly 18% of the
country's gross domestic prod-
uct and employs millions of
small cultivators owning m
tiny land parcels, who also form
a large and sensitive political
bloc.

India’s vast protections for its
agricultural sector and appar-

ent reluctance to open it up to
mega American farm compa-
nies were seen to be one of the
bigger hurdles in protracted
trade negotiations between the
world's largest and fifth-largest
economies.

“The interests of our farmers
are our top-most priority. India
will never compromise with the
interests of its farmers, its cat-
tle-rearers and fisherfolk,” Modi
said at an event in New Delhi to
commemorate the centenary
birth anniversary of MS Swami-
nathan, the architect of India's

continued on 315

any cost: PM as US ups tariff

| INDIALIKELYTO |
| BENEFITFROM | a
| APPLE'S $100BN |-
| US.INVESTMENT |

NEW DELHI/WASHINGTON: The ‘

INTERESTS OF FARMERS : 5 ;

"The interests of our farmers are our top-most priority. India will

never compromise with the interests of its farmers, its cattle-rearers .
and fisherfolk." : 5 L

S . > US will extend tariff exemp- | li
AGRICULTURE POLICIES ; tions to companies that com- | p
“The strength of our farmers and agriculture is the very basis for #. | mit to manufacturing in Amer- | tt

the development of our country. That's why our policies are not. j;

just aimed to help our farmers, but to increase their confidence. /,/’/.
. Wecannot compromise on this” = e e

SAFEGUARDING THE SECTOR |

| “1 know I'll have to pay a big price for this personally _

' but I'm prepared. India today is prepared to protect’

ica, President Donald Trump | re
| said during a function with | t
| Apple CEO Tim Cook on |
Wednesday, a decision that | ce
could bring major reprieve for i M
India. |
Cook announced Apple will ‘ cr
invest an additional $100 bil- | tir
lion in US sourcing and manu- | ur
facturing, raising its total com- ' th

farming community at any

TRUMP'S TARIFF TIRADE: PM's comments came a day after Trump imposed an additional 25%
tariff on all Indian goods entering the US, taking the total levy on Indian exports to 50%. India's vast

mitment to $600 billion and | m
protections for its agricultural sector and apparent reluctance to open it up to mega American farm firms qualifying it among firms that | tai
was seen to be one of the bigger hurdles in protracted trade negotiations between the two sides. Trump said “will have no | co

charge.”
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Lula and Modi discuss
fallout of Trump’s tariffs |

defence and technology. ‘ S*
“We are committed to deepen- |

Govt eyes steps to help
India Inc tide over levies

The strategy includes steps to
promote exports, divert trade,
and create domestic demand by

Rajeev Jayaswal
letters@hindustantimes.com

Rezaul H Laskar
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government is
exploring a slew of short-term
and long-term measures to help
Indian industry tide over the fall-
out of the 50% tariffs on goods
sent to the US — one of the few
countries with which India runs
up a massive trade surplus, peo-
ple aware of discussions said.

substituting items that are
imported, these people added,
describing the decision-making
following discussions between
the government and producers
and exporters. The steps come
even as Indian officials main-
tained regular technical engage-
ment with US counterparts.»pn

NEW DELHI: Brazil's President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva dialled
PM Narendra Modi on Thursday
to discuss the fallout of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump imposing
50% tariffs on both countries, and
the two leaders pledged to deepen
bilateral cooperation in areas
ranging from trade and energy to

ing our Strategic Partnership Sni
including in trade, energy, tech, ‘ Vai
defence, health and more,” Modi | —
posted on X after what hetermeda | 't
“good conversation” with Lula. | NE

Lula focused their discussion | nor
on what he described as the i sch

“imposition of unilateral tariffs” | opr
and the international economic | cla
scenario. <P I ert

on

|
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Water recedes from artificial lake,
Nalagarh vﬂlagers heave 51gh ofreliet

AMBIKA SHARMA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SOLAN, AUGUST 7

Villagers heaved a sigh of
relief after water gradually
receded from a nearly 60-
feet artificial lake devel-
oped due to accumulation
of water at Kumarhatti vil-
lage on the Shimla- Kuni-
har Ramsheher- Nalagarh
road last evening following
incessant rain.

An alert had been sound-
ed by the Nalagarh admin-
istration after a sizable
guantity of water had accu-
mulated following a heavy
downpour in the area on
Tuesday night.

With rain continuing to
hit the area in the day yes-
terday, the administration
was fearful that sudden
water release from the spot
could have triggered flood-
ing in the adjacent area
last evening.

This situation had arisen
due to a major land subsi-
dence spanning about 300

mwhic_h had also halted

An artifical lake formed at Kumarhatti on the Shimla-Kunihar Ramsheher-Nalagarh road.

the movement of vehicular
traffic as large quantity of
muck and boulders had
flowed down on the road.
Motorists were forced to
take a detour from Mittan-

Metha- Gol Jamala-Nala-
garh route to reach their
destination. A temporary
road, created after a similar
disruption had taken place
in the monsoon of 2023,

had also eroded in the tor-
rential rain, informed an

official of the Public Works-

Department.
Residents of nearby vil-
lages of Kodi, Bansai,

Radyali, Rajpura and
Dhang Nichli of Gram Pan-
chayat Koedi Barian had
been directed not to ven-
ture near the Chikni khud
and remain alert as a pre-
caution after formation of
the artificial lake Ilast
evening. The pradhan, ward
members and panchayat
secretary had been entrust-
ed the task to create aware-
ness while the locals were
directed to contact the dis-
aster helpline in case of any
eventuality.

Residents, who spent
sleepless night, were
appalled to see water storm-
ing into their field, thus
damaging their standing
crops after the rains.

Sub Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) Nalagarh Rajkumar
informed that water had
started receding at
Kumarhatti and the areano
longer posed any threat.
The PWD has been asked to
clear the road of muck to
facilitate proper seepage of
water in the future.
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Farmers first

Trump's pressure tactics will test PM's resolve

IS President Donald Trump's tariff
blitzkrieg against India has triggered a firm
| response from Prime Minister Narendra
\ Modi, who has reassured the country’s

\...«& farmers that their interests will not bé com-
promised at any cost. His statement has assumed greater
significance on the birth centenary of renowned agri sci-
entist MS Swaminathan, the architect of the Green Rev-
olution that transformed a food-deficient India into a
food-surplus nation. It's obvious that New Delhi has

decided to stand up to Washington, which wants reduced
tariffs on products like corn, soybean, apples, almonds
and ethanol, besides increased access to the Indian mar-
ket for American dairy goods. The PM’s commitment to
protect livelihoods in three key sectors for rural commu-
nities — agriculture, dairy farming and fisheries — is
commendable. However, this strong resolve will be put to
the test by Trump, who is bent on exerting more pressure
on India to wean it away from Russian crude oil.
Understandably, the Modi government is unwilling to
. antagonise the farming community, having learnt a bitter
lesson from the year-long agitation at Delhi’s borders in
2020-21- against the three Central farm laws. The con-
tentious laws were eventually repealed, but only after
more than 700 protesting farmers passed away. The logjam
over a key demand — legal guarantee of MSP (minimum
- support price) for various crops — has persisted despite
* several rounds of talks between the Centre and farm
unions. There is a need for the stakeholders o close ranks .
in order to confront the US, which seems keen touse India
as a dumping ground, particularly for its dairy products.
Making Indian agriculture more resilient and prof-
itable is a must for withstanding Trump’s onslaught.
The oppressive debt burden on India’s farmers is wor-
risome, especially in food bowl states such as Punjab
and Haryana. And what happened to the grand promise
of doubling farmers’ income? A fitting tribute to
Swaminathan would be to wholeheartedly support the
toiling annadata through thick and thin. i '
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At 23, Bhakti Chavan was
about to complete her Mas-
ter’s in biotechnology when
a swelling on her neck
turned her world upside
down. It wasn't cancer, it
wasn't a common infection.
It was an extensively drug-
resistant tuberculosis (XDR-
TB)—a form of TB that does-
n't respond to even
second-line antibiotics. The
medicines she studied in
textbooks failed her. For two
years, she endured painful,

toxic treatments, some
injected daily, not knowing if
she would survive.

Chavan shared her story on

rf it happened to me, it can happento anyone says survwor

“AMR is a pandenmic in waiting,”
: 'warned {Jr Narendra Saini, -
i '!nd;an Medical Association and

. - Chairman of the IMA AMR _
| Committee. “No new antibiotic

Mmmmmmmmdkﬂhwm-_ R

¢ molecules b have been devetoped

Thursday at the Antimicro-
bial Resistance (AMR) Media
Workshop hosted by ReAct
Asia Pacific, an international
network working on antimi-
crobial resistance, at the
Press Club of India in Delhi,
offering a first-hand account

of the human cost of AMR —
a silent and escalating global
health emergency.

AMR refers to the ability
of microorganisms like
bacteria, viruses, fungi and
parasites to resist the
effects of medications that

once killed them. This
makes infections harder to
treat, increasing the risk of
disease spread, severe ill-
ness and death.

“If it happened to me, it

can happen to anyone,”

said Chavan who is now a

Antimicrobial resistance a growing threat, warn experts

member of the WHO Task
Force of AMR Survivors.

The sessions addressed how
India is grappling with rising
resistance to antibiotics, antivi-
rals, antifungals and antipara-
sitics, largely driven by unreg-
ulated use in humans, animals
and agriculture.

In 2021, AMR was linked to
471 million deaths globally,
with 1.14 million deaths direct-
ly caused by resistant bacterial

~ - infections. Projections indicate

that by 2050, this number
could rise to 10 million deaths
annually — a staggering one
death every three seconds.
“AMR is a pandemic in
waiting,” warned Dr Naren-
dra Saini, former Secretary
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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