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Quarterly Return 
Monthly Payment (QRMP) 

Astep towards ease of dolng business for small taxpayers 
having Aggregate Annual Turnover up to5 Crore 

during the FY. 2024-25 
The eligible taxpayers Who wish to avail the QRMP scheme may opt in 
by perfoming the following steps on the GST portal (www.gst.gov.in) 

Log in to the 
Taxpayers' Intertace 

8Taxpayers already availing QRMP Scheme are 
not required to reapply for the Scheme 

Benefits 
O File GST Statements/Returns in 

FORM GSTR-1 & GSTR-3B just 
once ina Quarter 

O Easily opt in and opt out of the 
Scheme 

Go to Services > Returns > Opt-in for 
quarterly return option 

O Enjoy the convenience of a Flexible 
Invoice Furnishing Facility (FF) 

30th April, 2025 

Pay monthly Tax conveniently using Fixed 
Sum Method (Pre-filled Challan) or 
Self-Assessment Method (actual tax due 
after adjusting ITC) in the first two months 
of a Quarter 

Self Assessment of ITC & Tax once 
every Quarter 

Last date to opt for QRMP Scheme 
from Q1 of F.Y. 2025-26 is 

Eligible registered person can opt in for any quarter 
from first day of second month of preceding 
quarter to the last day of the first month of the 

quarter. 

For more details, please refer to Notification No. 81 to 
85/2020-Central Tax & Circular No. 143/13/2020-GST 

all dated 10.11.2020 

GST RETURN FILING: 
Its Fast, Easy and Simplified 

Please scan for 
omore details on 

QRMP SCHEME 

09 

CBC 15502/13/0003/2526 



Luxury buys above I0 lakh to now attract 1% TCS HT Correspondent 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: People buying lux ury items such as wrist watches, 
art pieces, coins, stamps, sun glasses, handbags, sportswear 
and footwear priced above l0 lakh will have to pay 1% tax that will be collected by the seller on behalf of the government, 
termed as 'tax collected at 
source' or TCS. 

The government has 
expanded the provision of TCS 
from motor vehicles (above T10 
lakh) to other luKurious items to 

widen the tax net and detect tax 
evaders. Besides, motor vehicles 
costing above 10 lakh, TCS at 
1% rate would now be charged 
on specified items with immedi 
ate effect. 

According to a finance minis 
try's notification, specific items 
to attract TCS include art piece 
such as antiques, painting, 

The purchaser of the product can adjust the TCS amount against its total tax liability while filing the income-tax return. 

sculpture, collectibles (coin and 
stamp), yacht, rowing boat, 
canoe, helicopter, sunglasses, 
handbag, purse, shoes, sports 
wear, golf kit, ski-wear, home 
theatre system, horse for racing 
in race clubs and for polo. 

TCS was first introduced in 
late 1980s as an anti-evasion 

REUTERS 

measure to assess the income of 
people engaged in businesses 
like liquor and forest contracts. 
Under TCS, the tax is collected 
at source by the seller from the 
buyer as per the specified rate. 
The purchaser of the product 
can adjust the TCS amount 
against-its total tax liability 

while filing the income-tax 
return (ITR). 

Munjal Almoula, head of tax 
at consultancy firm BDO India 
said that the notification was 
anticipated. 

"Effective April 22, 2025, the 
levy applies to notified products 
exceeding U0 lakh in value with 
tax applicable on the full trans 
action amount in excess of VO 
lakhs. This move is a strategic 
step towards enhancing tax 
transparency and tracking high 
value consumption trends, a 
move that aligns with global 
trends in tax surveillance and 
tax transparency," he said. 

"This notification expands 
the scope of TCS to inchude lux 
ury goods and collectibles. By 
bringing high-value items like 
wristwatches, art pieces, 
antiques, yachts, and collecti 
bles (above 10 lakh) into the 
TCS framework with a 1% rate, 
the government is widening the 
tax net beyond just motor vehi 

cles. This will enhance the 
traceability of luxury spending" 
said Amit Maheshwari, Tax 
Partner, AKM Global, a tax and 
consulting firm. 

"The intention of introducing 
TCS on Luxury goods is to 
widen the tax base as well as 
compare or evaluate taxes paid 
by respective buyers is com 
mensurate", said Samir Kana 
bar, Tax Partner at EY India. 

"Having said that, the luxury 
boutiques will have onerous 
compliance burden of convin 
cing the buyers to shell out tax 
in addition to value of goods, 
collect relevant tax data from 
buyers and file periodic returns 
as well as ensure timely deposit 
of TCS. Revenue will have to 
monitor the TCS collected vis-à 
vis extra tax collection under 
this newW regime and ensure that 
there is fair proportionality | 
balance impact on business of 
luxury boutiques and compli 
ance burden", he added. 
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Wheat crop on over 800 acres 
destroyed in fire across 15 dists 
312 farmers affected; govt yet to announce compensation 
BHARTESH SINGH THAKUR 

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

CHANDIGARH, APRIL 23 

Wheat crop standing across 
814 acres in 15 districts of 
Haryana has been 
destroyed in a series of fire 
incidents, impacting 312 
farmers and resulting in 
crores worth of losses, 
according to the state Agri 
culture Department. 

Short circuits caused by 
overhead power lines running 
through fields have emerged 
as the primary reason for 
these fires, said oficials. How 
ever, such incidents do not fall 
under thepurview of the Prad 
han Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 
PMFBY), which covers crop 
damage due to lightning but 
not electrical short circuits, 

clarified a senior Agriculture 
Department official. 

The government is yet to 
declare a formal compensa 
tion package for the affected 
farmers. Still, insiders sug 
gestthe average loss per acre 
is about Rs 50,000, making 
the estimated total damage 
significant. Chief Minister 
Nayab Singh Saini, acknowl 
edging the crisis, said, 

"The recent fire incidents 
in the state have caused dam 

Congress MLA Chander Prakash at the fire-afected wheat fields in Adampur. TRIBUNE FILE 

Sirsa, Kaithal, Fatehabad among worst-hit; 
{50,000 loss per acre feared 

age to crops, livestock, and 
property, resulting in hard 
ship for farmers." He has 
directed all Deputy Commis 
sioners to submnit detailed 
reports on the damage. 

Worst-hit districts 
Sirsa is the most severely 
affected district, where 
266.28 acres of wheat have 
been lost, affecting 57 farm 
ers. On April 18, Ruli Chand 

from Rupana Urf Darba 
Khurd village lost standing 
wheat over 40 acres, with an 
estimated loss of Rs 23.28 

lakh, based on an average 
yield of 24 quintals per acre. 

Fellow villagers Satpal, 
Krishan, and Baljeet each 
suffered losses on nine 
acres, losing Rs 5.24 lakh 

each. A day later, in Rori vil 
lage, farmer Karnail Singh 
lost both his wheat crop 
Over four acres and his trac 
tor, which caught fire as he 
tried to douse the flames. 
The total loss in Sirsa is 
pegged at Rs 1.55 crore. 

In Kaithal, the second 
most-affected district, 146.3 
acres were damaged, impact 

ing 61 farmers. In Kaul vil 
lage (Pundri), Joginder suf 
fered 100% loss over 5.5 acres, 
along with nine other farm 
ers. In Pabnawa village, Sum 
it and 11 others lost their 
crops over multiple acres. 

Fatehabad ranks third with 
83.3 acres burned, affecting 31 
farmers. In Saiman village, 
crops over 25 acres and 14 
kanals were destroyed, with 
s0x farmers reporting com 
plete losses. In Kurukshetra, 
the fourth-worst affected dis 
trict, 34 farmers lost crops on 
57 acres, with a combined loss 
of Rs 30.41 lakh. In Diwana 
village, Sahab Singh lost 
crops over six acres (Rs 3.20 
lakh), and Chahatarpal lost 
four acres (Rs 2.13 lakh). 
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Famers complain oftardty 
procurernent ofwheat 
TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE 

CHANDIGARH, APRIL 23 
With wheat harvesting at its 
peak, reports of discontent 
among farmers have emerged 
from various parts of the state 
due to alleged delay in the pro 
curement process by govern 
ment agencies. 

In Fazilka, there is no space 
to accommodate fresh arrivals 
at any of the 80 focal points. 

Milakh Raj of Tahliwala 
Bodla village said he could not 
bring his produce due to space 
crunch at the purchase centre. 

According to official sources, 
2,51,495 metric tonne (MT) 
wheat has arrived at 80 rural 
purchase centres out of which 

only 68,754 MT (about 27 per 
cent) has been lifted so far. 

Similarly, out of 4,08,077 MT 
wheat arrivals at the grain mar 
kets in Fazilka, Abahar and 

Jalalabad and rural purchase 
centres, only 1,35,610 MT 
(nearly 33 per cent) has been 
lifted till Tuesday evening. 

Tardy lifting has also led to 
piling up of produce at man 

Sacks of wheat at the Sivian grain market in Bathinda on Wednesday. 

dis in Fatehgarh Sahib. "Till 
Wednesday, 1,55,477 MT 
wheat has arrived in the man 
dis here and 1,44,505 MT of 
that has been procured. How 
ever, only 50,873 MT out of 
that has been lifted so far" 
said Dr Sona Thind Deputy 
Commissioner. 

Wheat arrival has started 
picking up in Ludhiana man 
dis as well. The produce 
arrival is much more than the 
capacity of the mechanism 
put in place for the purpose. 
The number of wheat-laden 
trucks reaching mandis has 

been increasing steadily. The 
lifting is comparatively lean 
on the Jagraon side due to the 
shortage of labour and vehi 
cles, officials said. 

In Patiala, Deputy Commis 
sioner Dr Preeti Yadav visited 
yarious grain markets to 
review the procurement 
process. Presiding over a dai 
ly review meeting, Yadav 
directed the District Food and 
Civil Supplies Controller, Dis 
trict Mandi Qfficer and the 
district managers of procure 
ment agencies to expedite 
the lifting of wheat. 
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Troubled waters: Why the Indus treaty matters 
Zia Hag 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: India's suspension 
of the decades-old World Bank 
facilitated Indus water treaty 
with Pakistan could cut large 
quantity of flows into Pakistan, 
but this is likely to be a gradual 
process, depending on the kind 
of infrastructure projects India 
plans in the basin, experts said. 

On Wednesday, India decided 
to halt the 1960 water-sharing 
pact, a day after terrorists killed 
25 tourists and one local in Kash-
mir's Pahalgam, a region famous 
for its rolling meadows 
and srnow-capped 
mountains. 

The treaty governing 
six rivers that make up 
the Indus basin had 
been already strained 
by differences. Pakistan 
has objected to India's 
plans for two hydro 
power projects. 

The Indian side has 
demanded talks to re-negotiate 
the terms of the 1960 treaty, cit 
ing natural changes in the basin 
itself that have put p pressure on 

its needs for power and drinking, 
according to Indian authorities. 
The Indus basin has been shrink 
ing due to lower freshwater out 
flows, according to the Washing 
ton-based The Center for 

gic and International Shudia 

DIow Or 

While Pakistan has pressed 
for legal arbitration, India has 
demanded that matters be 
resolved through a mutually 
agreed neutral person. 

Shashi Shekhar, a former Union 
water resources secretary who 

policy at the els Institute. 

IHE DAY 

India stepped up pressure in 
2016 when terrorists gun 
downed 19 soldiers at an army 
base, saying it might withdraw 
from the pact. 

"Even otherwise, India has 
cited several reasons why it 
wants a re-negotiation of the 
treaty through mutual discus 
sions." The former bureaucrat 

said the treaty has provisions for 
third-party arbitration to resolve 
isputes but it is purely a bilat 
eral a l agreement, which needs the 
primary parties to be in agree 
ment for its continuation. Its 
provisions, as India interprets 
them, require disagreements to 

be first discussed at a 
mutual level. 

"One could see this coming. 
The Prime Minister had said 
that water and blood can't flow 
simultaneously even during 
previous terror attacks," said 

India and Pakistan 
have fought four wars 
but the treaty had 
never been paused 
before, despite disa 
greements over mat 
ters such as visitation 
rights to monitor com 

pliance in each other's territo 
ries by either : , adherence to 
flow rates, construction of 
canals and the scope of end-use, 
including types of water con 
Sumption. 

If India pulls out, there will 
be no "hurdles and obligations 
on India to adhere to provisions 
governing technical norms on 
designing and controlling dams 
or other projects, ", said PK Sax 
ena. a former commissioner for 
the treaty. 

Nuts and bolts 
The treaty governs the use of 
the western rivers-the Indus. 
Jhelum, and Chenab-and the 
eastern rivers-the Ravi, Beas, 
and Sutlej- by both the coun 
tries. 

After nearly a decade of nego 
tiations, India and Pakistan 
signed the deal on September 
19, 1960 in Karachi. It provided 
for the building of dams, link 
canals and barrages as per the 

IN FOCUS 

A 65-YEAR-OLD PACT 
WHAT IS THE INDUS WATERS TREATY? 
September 19, 1960 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and Pakistan president Ayub Khan signed an 
agreement to regulate the use of the waters of the Beas, Ravi, Sutlej, Indus, 
Chenab and Jhelum rivers, which flow downstream from India. Because the 
Indus was the biggest of them, the pact was named the Indus Waters Treaty. 

THE HISTORY OF THE WATER WARS 
After Partition, Pakistan and India locked horns over the share of water in the 
tndus Basin, The Inter-Dominion Accord, signed in May 1948, was a temporary 
agreement that regulated the sharing of these waters. However, Pakistan 
pressed fora permanent solution. Both sides were unable to arrive ata 
Compromise with the World Bank eventually stépping in. 

WHAT DOES THE AGREEMENT SAY? 
The agreement split the ndus and its tributaries between the two 
countries and regulated water sharing. 
India was granted the use of water 
from three eastern rivers: 
Sutlej, Beas and Ravi 

Other key provisions 

treaty's terms, paving the way 
for two of Pakistan's biggest 
projects, the Tarbela dam on the 
Indus river and the Mangla dam 
on the elum. 

Pakistan was granted control of the 
three western rivers: 

Its key provisions allow the 
control of seasonal fluctuations 
in flows through the rivers, cre 
ating resources that feed 80% of 
Pakistan's irrigation networks 
and allows India to construct 
projects to avoid acrimony, said 
Prakash Upadhyay, retired fac 
ulty of the Indian Institute of 

NewDelhi 

Allows the control of seasonal fluctuations in flows, creating resources that 
feed 80% of Pakistan's irrigation networks and allows India to build projects. 
Provides for the building of dams, ink canals and barrages. This has paved 
the way for key projects in India the Ranjit Sagar dam (Ravi), Pong and 
Pandoh dams (Beas), Nathpa Jhakri dam (Sutlej) and two of Pakistan's 
biggest prjects - the Tarbela dam (Indus) and the Mangla dam (Jhelum). 

Indus, Jhelum and Chenab 

PAKISTAN 

Technology Roorkee. 
The deal gives India powers 

to regulate flows in the Ravi, 
Beas, and Sutlej or the eastern 
rivers while Pakistan has the 
authority to manage the Indus 
Jhelum, and Chenab, the west 
ern rivers. Pakistan lies down 
stream of the entire Indus basin. 

A third of Pakistan's energy 
depends on hydropower and the 
Indus rivers are a lifeline for 
Punjab, the country's bread bas 
ket. A unilateral pull-out from 

the treaty by India can wreak 
havoc to the neighbour's farm 
ing systems, delay sowing, sap 
power supply and jeopardise 
food security, analysts said. 

Nearly 60 million people in 
Pakistan's plains could ex peri 
ence severe flooding if India 
doesn't regulate water flows. 

Sutlej 

"Indian government wants a 
renegotiation because changing 
characteristics of the basin over 
time have meant that 75-80% of 
the basin's total utilisable water 

Ravi 
Beas 

LIKELY EFFECTS OF INDIA'S MOVE 
/3rd Much of Pakistan's energy leans 
on hydropower and the rivers are a lifeline 

cits Punjab province, their bread basket. 
Aunilateral pull-out from the treaty by India can 
wreak havoc on their farm systems, delay sowing. 
sap power supply and jeopardise food security. 
Some experts say Pakistan will not be affected 
immediately because India's projects are not designed 
to significantly cut flow to Pakistan. 

INDIA 

is now available to Pakistan 
under the treaty, which is 
unfair," an official said, request 
ing anonymity. 

Shekhar, the former Union 
water resources 
India was "welleary, said 

its rights 
to suspend the treaty" because a 
bilateral treaty exists at the 
"pleasure of parties involved". 

Under international conven 
tions, lower riparian states do 
have well-defined rights over 
cross-border rivers. 

However, these are separate 
from the Indus treaty itself, 
according to Upadhyay. 

India's take 
The treaty provided for a Perma 
nent Indus Commission or PIC, 
with one commissioner from 
each country. A mechanism for 
resolving disputes was also laid 
out, which according to India, 
requires bilateral negotiations 
first before any escalation, such 
as a demand for a neutral arbi 
trator by eitne either counuired to The two 
commissioners are 
meet at least once every year, 
alternately in India and Pakistan. 

The l17th sitting of the PIC led 
by the two Indus commissioners 
was held on March 1-3 in 2022 in 

Islamabad, where the Indian 
side claimed that three major 
dams - Pakal Dul, Kiru and 
Lower Kalnai-under construc 
tion in India were fully compli 
ant with the treaty and "Pakistan 
was provided full technical 
details in support of its position", 
according to a statement by the 
external affairs ministry at the 
time. 

In 2017 India completed con 
struction of the Kishanganga 
dam in Kashmir. 

It continued work on the 
Ratle hydroelectric station on 
the Chenab despite Pakistan's 
objections. India presented 
designs of the projects for scru 
tiny amid negotiations chaper 
oned by the World Bank, which 
it said didn't violate any clause of 
the pact. 

In September 2024, India 
announced there would be no 
more sittings of the PIC until the 
treaty itself is re-negotiated, 
alleging that Pakistan was sitting 
on India's request for talks to 
specifically address the issue of 
re-negotiation. 

Wary Pakistan 
Pakistan asked for a neutral 

expert to intervene in these 
matters, which India agreed to 
until the neigh bour called for 
legal arbitration, which India 
considers an extreme step. 

Pakistan has contended that 
the technical design of India's 
hydroelectric plants contravene 
the treaty, a charge denied by 
Indian authorities. 

October 2022, the World 
Bank appointed Michel Lino as 
the neutral expert and Sean 
Murphy as chairman of the, 
court of arbitration on various 

disputes. 
"One common question that 

arises in moments like this is 
whether India can simply 'stop 
the flow of water into Pakistan. 

In the immediate term, the 
short answer is no. Certainly 

not at the scale that wouid mla I make 
a meaningful dent in flows dur 
ing the high flow season," wrote 
HassaanF Khan, a Pakistani-or 
igin academic at Tufts Univer-a 
sity, in Pakistan's Dawn daily on 
Thursday. 

In his piece, Hassaan saidn 
India will not succeed in divert 
ing large-scale flows to Pakistan 
immediately. 

"Even if ndia were to coordi 
nate releases across all its exist 
ing dams, all it may be able to 
do is slightly shift the timing of 
flows." 

According a September 
2020 report in the same news 
paper, 1lawmakers in both 
houses of Pakistan's parliament 
said India's ambitions were to 
divert waters away from the 
neighbour, warning that "any 
such act would be seen as an act 
of war". 

The National Security Com 
mittee (NSC) in Islamabad on 
Thursday said "India has no 
legal right under the treaty to 
revoke or review it on its own' 
and reiterated that India's act 
constituted an act of war, 
according to news agency AFP. 



Securing veterinary health 
to ensure safe future for all 

ndia's vast livestock and poultry sector 
plays a critical role in supporting rural live 
ihoods and ensuring food security. Accord 
ing to the 20th Livestock Census, the coun 

try has ~303.76 million bovines, 74.26 million 
sheep, 148.88 million goats, 9.06 million pigs, 
and about 851.81 million poultry. Veterinarians 
are essential to safeguarding the health of these 
animals, working closely with communities 
particularly farmers, women, and indigenous 
populations-to promote sustainable livestock 
management and improve livelihoods. From 
ensuring food safety and controlling trans 
boundary animal diseases to strengthening 
public health systems, veterinarians serve as 
the first line of defence against health risks that 
affect both animals and humans. 

World Veterinary Day, observed each year in 
April, highlights the indispensable contribu 
tions ofveterinarians, which extend far beyond 
clinics and farms to include disease surveil 
lance, research, policymaking, and emergency 
response efforts. This year's theme 
Animal Health Takes a Team 
underscores that effective veterinary 

care relies on strong teamwork, draw 

ing on the collective efforts of veteri 
narians, technicians, paraprofession 
als, researchers, and other allied 

health professionals. The Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) has long sup 
ported veterinarians and promoted 

robust animal health systems to strengthen this 

collaborative response. Through practical field 

training, evidence-based guidance, and 

enhanced early warning mechanisnms, FAO 

continues to expand the reach and impact of 
veterinary services globally. 

The emergence of zoonotic diseases such as 

Sars, Mers, Ebola, Zika, Sars-CoV-2, and M-pox 

has reinforced the need for strong global and 

regional cooperation in addressing animal 

health risks. These outbreaks have prompted 

the establishment of multisectoral initia 

tives centred on collaboration and shared 

responsibility. Recent health crises, including 

the Covid-19 pandemic, have underscored the 

importance of the One Health approach, which 
recognises the interconnectedness of human, 

animal, and environmental health. 

critical to safeguarding livestock health and 
farmers' livelihoods. Additionally, the National 
Livestock Mission promotes veterinary exten 
sion services and capacity building to improve 
animal productivity and welfare. 

Recognising the pivotal role ofveterinarians, 

the government ofIndia has launched several 

initiatives to strengthen the animal health sec 

tor. Among these, the Livestock Health and Dis 

ease Control (LHDC) programme plays a cen 
tral role by supporting animal disease surveil 
lance, diagnostics, and vaccination efforts. A 
key component of this programme is the 
NationalAnimal Disease Control Programme 
(NADCP), which aims to eradicate foot and 
mouth disease (FMD) and brucellosis -both 

The government has also launched a Pan 
demic Fund-supported initiative titled Animal 
Heatth Security Strengthening in India for Pan 
demic Preparedness & Response. This pro 
gramme, being implemented with technical 
support from FAO, Asian Development Bank, 
and the World Bank, focuses on strengthening 
laboratory infrastructure, enhancing disease 
surveillance and early warning systems, and 
building the capacities of field veterinarians. 

FAO has been at the forefrontof supporting 
veterinarians and strengthening animal health 
systems globally. In 2024, FAO developed the 
standard veterinary treatment guidelines to 
harmonise veterinary practices in India. It is 

also facilitating state-level advocacy to raise 
awareness of antimicrobial resistance and has 

Takayuki 
Hagiwara 

provided technical assistance in 
developing the draft veterinary com 
ponent of National Action Plan 2.0, as 

well as in establishing the Indian Net 

work for Fisheries and Animal Anti 
microbial Resistance (INFAAR). 

Additionally, FAO implements the 
In-Service Applied Veterinary Epide 

miology Training (ISAVET) pro 
gramme, equipping field veterinari 

ans with practical tools and hands-on 

experience in outbreak investigation, early 

detection, and rapid response. The Field Train 

ing Programme on Wildlife, Environment, Bio 

diversity, and Ecosystems FTP-WEBE) further 

enhances expertise in wildlife health and biodi 

versity management by strengthening the 
capacities of wildlife veterinarians, forest offi 

cials, and animal health professionals in inte 

grated surveillance and disease control-con 

tributing to pandemic preparedness. 

As we mark World Veterinary Day on April 

26, it is also a moment to lookahead. Strength 

ening veterinary services and fostering collabo 
ration across sectors will be pivotal in safe 

guarding both animal and human health. India, 

with its significant advancements in veterinary 

care systems, stands as a model for the Global 
South and holds the potential to emerge as a 
global leader in shaping integrated health strat 
egies. Through its ongoing efforts in capacity 
building, policy development, and innovative 
approaches, India can set a powerful precedent 

-demonstrating how robust veterinary sys 
tems can support global health security and 
ensure a safer, healthier future for all. 

Takayuki Hagiwara is FAO representative 
in India and part of Team UN in India. 

The views expressed are personal 



+Barhi ellluenttreatment plants fail 
tests again; HSIDCfined t2.5 cr 

MUKESH TANDON 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

PANIPAT, APRIL 24 

In a recurring environmen 
tal lapse, both Common 
Effluent Treatment Plants 
(CETPs) at the Barhi indus 
trial area have once again 
failed to meet pollution con 
trol standards. Recent labo 
ratory tests confirmed that 
all critical parameters of the 
treated effluent exceeded 
the permissible limits, rais 
ing serious concerns about 
unchecked industrial pollu 
tion entering the Yamuna 
river system. 

The Haryana State Pollu 
tion Control Board 

(HSPCB) reported that 
industries in the Barhi zone 
were bypassing the treat 
ment plants by discharging 
untreated effluent directly 
into storm water drains. 
These drains eventually 
feed into Drain No. 6, which 
empties into the Yamuna. 

Barhi's industrial hub, 
which houses. over 900 
units, is equipped with two 

Industrial effluent being discharged into Drain No. 6 in Barhi 
Industrial area. TRIBUNE FILE 

CETPs one with a 16 
MLD (million litres per day) 
capacity and the other with 
10 MLD. However, both 
facilities have consistently 
failed environmental tests 
for the past three years. 
According to SOurces, 
HSPCB teams have been 
collecting monthly samples 
from the CETPs, and each 
time, the samples have 
failed to comply with man 
dated pollution norms. 

In response to these repeat 
ed violations, the HSPCB has 
imposed an environmental 

compensation penalty of over 
Rs 2.5 crore on the Haryana 
State Industrial and Infra 
structure Development Cor 
poration (HSIIDC). The board 
has also initiated legal pro 
ceedings against HSIDC off 
cials and contractors responsi 
ble for CETP maintenance. 

The matter escalated after 
environmentalist Varun 

Gulati filed a complaint, 
prompting a joint inspection 
by the HSPCB and the Cen 
tral Pollution Control Board 
(CPCB). The findings were 
alarming: the effluent 

showed dangerously high 
levels of pollutants, includ 
ng heavy metals, BOD (Bio 
chenical Oxygen Demand), 

COD (Chemical Oxygen 
Demand), and TDS (Total 
Dissolved Solids). These 
indicators suggest that 

untreated effluent is being 
illegally released through 
storm water drains an act 
that is a direct violation of 
environmental laws. 
The storm water sample 

reports clearly demonstrate 
that effluent is being 
bypassed from the CETPs. 
It is flowing directly into 
Drain No. 6. which is a 
major contributor to Yamu 
na pollution," said Gulati. 
Most recently, on March 31, 

HSPCB again tested the 16 
MLD CETPin Barhi and con 
firmed non-compliance. The 
issue was prominently raised 
during a meeting of the Riy 
er Rejuvenation Committee 
(RRC), where oficials cited 
inaction by HSIDC as a key 
factor behind the continued 
violations. 
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Tardywheat liting hits purchase 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

CHANDIGARH, APRIL 24 
Slow lifting of wheat contin-

ued to hamper its procure-

ment in a large number of 

mandis across the state today. 
Due to this, 61.50 per cent of 

the wheat purchased by gov 
ernment procurenment agen 
cies was lying in 170 grain 
markets and purchase cen 
tres of Sangrur district till . 
Wednesday, sources said. 

The government procure 
ment agencies procured 

4,26,040 metric tonnes (MT) of 
wheat in the district till 
Wednesday evening, of which 
only 1,63,989 MT was lifted. 
Thus, 2,62,051 MT of wheat 
was lying unlifted in the open 
in grain markets and purchase 
centres of Sangrur district till 
last evening. 

However, the traders had 
purchased 1,63,008 MT of 

wheatin the grain markets and 
purchase cehtres till Wednes 
day evening, while they had 
lifted every grain of the wheat 
till last evening. The govern 

ment agencies are purchasing 
wheat on the minimum sup 
port price (MSP) ofRs2,425 per 
quintal, while the traders have 
been reportedly purchasing 
wheat at Rs5per quintal above 
the MSP ie Rs 2,430. 
The civil administration in 

Muktsar today initiated a ves 
ification process for trucks 
deployed to transport the 
wheat crop. from mandis 
under a governnment contract, 
following allegations of dis 
crepancies in vehicle registra 
tion details. ! 
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Just 6%water ofeastem' 
ivers flovws into Pakistan 
VIJAY MoHAN 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

CHANDIGARH, APRIL 24 
Just about 6 per cent of the 
total volume of water of the 
three 'eastern' rivers and 
their tributaries flowing 
through Punjab and 
Himachal Pradesh. which 
Come under the purview of 
the Indus Waters Theaty 
WT), flows into Pakistan. 
Most of the water of these 
rivers is utilised by India 
through a network of dams, 
barrages, canals and power 
generation stations. 

The three rivers are the Sut 
lej, Beas and the Ravi. The 
water of these rivers was allo 
cated to India by the IWT 
signed between India and 
Pakistan in 1960. The water of 

the three western' rivers, 
Indus, Jhelum and Chenab 
was allocated to Pakistan. On 
April 23, inresponse to the ter 
ror attack that killed 26 per 
sons at Pahalgam in Kashmir, 
the Government of India has 
put the Treaty in abeyance. 

"Annually, 2832 million acre 
feet (MAF) of water is generat 
ed in the three rivers and their 
tributaries, both upstream and 
downstream of the dans, out 
of which about 2 MAF flows 
into Pakistan," a senior func 
tionary of the Bhakra Beas 
Management Board (BBMB) 
said. Most of this is excess 
water flowing during the mon 
soon, while the outflow during 
the rest of the year is largely 
negligible," he added. 

BBMB sources also said the 
2 MAF flowing into Pakistan 
was mostly rain or monsoon 
excess that was beyond the 
holding capacity of these 
rivers and canals. Itis released 
through the Ferozepur bar-
rage. The amount of water 
being released varies year to 
year depending on the climat 
ic conditions. The BBMB is 
Tesponsible for the manage 

Indus treaty allkxcated Sutlej Beas, Ravi water to India 
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mentofwater of the Sutlej and 
Beas for irigation and power 
generation. It operates the 
Bhakra Dam on the Sutlej and 
Pong Dam on the Beas, both 
located in Himachal Pradesh, 
besides a network ofinterlink-
ing canals and powerhouses. 

Another dam on the Ravi, 
Thein in Pathankot district, is 
managed by the Punjab Irriga 
tion Department. While the 
Beas merges into the Sutlej in 
Kapurthala district, a canal 
diverts the Raviwater before it 
flows into Pakistan near Mad 
hopur into the Beas. The 
water of the three rivers finally 
converges at Harike in south 
western Punjab. 

From the Nangal Dam, 
downstream of Bhakra, and 
the Ropar headworks, the 
Bhakra Mainline Canal (BMC) 
and the Sirhind canal, and 
their sub-networks, carry 
water to parts of Punjab and 
Haryana.From the Harike and 
Ferozepur headworkS, the 
Rajasthan Feeder, Sirhind 
Feeder and Bikaner Canal 
branch out for supplying 

water to north-western 
Rajasthan. The BMOjoins the 

BEAS (PONG) PANPOH BAM DAM 
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DAM 

NANGAL 
ROPARHW 

HARYANA 
PRADESH 

MAP 
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Rajasthan Feeder a ittle 
South of the border with Pun 
jab, forming the Indira Gand 
hi Canal that goes up to the 
Bikaner-Jaisalmer area. 
The barrage at Ferozepur 

checks the flow of wat�r into 
Pakistan, The course of the 
Sutlej thereafter criss-crosses 
the InternationalBorder with 

Pakistan, before finally flow 
ing into the neighbouring 
country and later merging 
with the Indus. 
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After the IWT was signed, a 
masterplan was drawn to har 
ness the potential of the 'east 
ern' rivers for irrigation, pow 
er generation and flood 
control. The Bhakra and Beas 
projects form the major part of 
the plan, and were established 
asajoint-venture of undivided 
Indian Punjab and Rajasthan. 

On reorganisation of Punjab ir 
in November, 1966, the Bhakra al 
Management Board BMB) 
was constituted under Section 
79 pf the Punjab Reorganisa 
tion Act, 1966, The administra 
tion, maintenance and opera 
tion of the Bhakra-Nangal 
project were handed over 
the BMIBin October 1967. 
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Malaria 

Fever with 
chills 

the BMBin October 1967. 

25 April, 

Malaria is spread by infected 
female Anopheles Mosquito 

Symptoms 

Headache, 
vomiting 

Visit your nearest health facility 

2025 

Treatment of Malaria is free of cost 

called terrorist's children and 
had to be brought back. The 
submission was all over 

today'snewspapets and 

Excessive 

If you have fever, visit your nearest Sub-Health Center or any 
Government health facility and get blood exgmined. 

perspiration 

Health Department, Haryana 
website: www.nhmharyana.gov.in 

Diagnosis & treatment of Malaria is, Free of ost in all health 
institutions. Health workers are also visiting hoUse to house for malaria 
testing. 

Take 14 days full course of Radical Treatment 
If found malaria positive, take 14 days full course of Radical Treatment 
(RT), otherwise you and your neighbour may also get infected from 
malaria again. 

Please scan 
QRCode 
to visit us 

now 

Please Follow us on 

ovRY 

ww.prharyana.govin | folow s 0oOXB00 Qdiprharyana 

Pah popular clubs in Del hi,was arrested in August. 2022 Ih connection with the biggest drug haul in India, Sundaram snid in the pre viÕus hearing on Talwar's 

Information, Public Relations & Languages Department, Haryana 

nbe 
of any person, whosoever 
committed or did not commit. 
any wrong, should suffer" 
the Bench said. "Take care of 
that nnt. Wo dont wwnnt.to 
say anything mnore.) You 

of innocent people wh0 lost 
their lives in terror attacks is 
also on their hands," at a forest in ) Karegutta 

hills 
in 

Chhattisgarh 's Bijapur 
dis-

NIA on Wednesday while rity forces was 
out 

on an 
anti. 

al Solicitor Cono 

Bhati had said on behalfofthe 

gpposing Tawar's bail plea: 

water. 

fever 
can be.. 

said. The gunfight took p 

tictwhen a joint 

HMS 

Malaria ends with us: 
Reinvest, Reimagine, Reignite 

any 

malaria 

"Don't allow water to stagnate inside house and surrounding. 

Naxal 

t 

Don't Allow Water to Stagnate, Prevent Mosquito Breeding 
"Observe every Sunday as Drying Day'ie. water from coolers, tanks, haudies, trays under 
plant pots, money plants, bird baths, fridge ray et. be emptied and scrubbed dry in sunlight 
for at least 2 hours before filling water again. 

team ofsecu 

operation. -PIL.. 

+ Keep the overhead water tanks and other water containers, covered so that mosquitoes 
cannot enter and lay eggs in it. ) 

" Use bed-nets and mosquito repellants, while sleeping. 

+Discarded household items (pots, plastic botles/cups etc.) lying on roof-tops should be 
removed because water gets accumulated in them and mosquitoes lay eggs in it. 

+ Ensure the deaning of nearby drainage as the mosquito lays eggs in the stagnant water of 
these drainage.) ti 

"Pot-holes should be filled with sand and if nof possible, sprinkle machine oil on the stagnant 

"Mosquitoes bite more on arms,andlegs, so wear dothes that cover arms and legs. 

Malaria causing Anopheles Mosquito Breeds in Stagnant Water 
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