








Science behind Indic 
calendar & time-cycle 

he other day I asked a friend 
where he would be during Jyesh 
tha? He looked at me uncompre 
hending, and finally expostulated: 

"I have no clue about what you are ask 
ing, nor what you are trying to get at." 
Laughingly, I replied that I was merely 
speaking of Jyeshtha, a month in the 
Hindu calendar, which roughly corre 
sponds to May-June. 

I can say with some certainty 
that most educated Indians, at 
least in the cities, know nothing 
or very little about the Hindu 
calendar. What is it based 
upon, the lunar or the solar 
cycle? What is its antiquity? 
How accurate is it? And what 
are the months that constitute 
it? Most of us are completely 
attuned to the solar Gregorian 
calendar, although frankly, it is a much 
later entrant among the global systems of 
calculation of time. The British used it, 
and we, as colonial inheritors-at least 
among the urban educated - simply 
adopted it and forgot all about the calen 
dar that was used by us since time imme 
morial. 

difference, the panchanga, while main 
taining the integrity of the lunar month, 
adds an extra full month (adhik maas) 
every 32-33 months, to ensure that the 
festivals and crop-related rituals fall in 
the appropriate season. The most known 
Hindu calendar is the Shalivahana Shaka. 

devised under King Shalivahana (originat 
ing from the Satavahana dynasty. circa 
2nd century BCE) of the Deccan region. 

Pavan K 
Varma 

Although there are variations across 
India, the dominant Indian calendar is the 
panchanga, which was also the traditional 
calendar in much of South East Asia. It is 
a lunisolar calendar, essentially based on 
the lunar cycle, by which a year consists 
of 354 days, against the Gregorian solar 
cycle of 365 days. To accommodate this 

and the Vikram Samvat. accred 
ited to King Vikram of Ujain 
(circa 57 BCE), both of which 
emphasise the lunar calendas. 
and are officially India's national 
calendar (Shaka). Incidentaly. ttc 
Chínese, Hebrew and Babyionian 
calendars are also based on this 
system. The lslamic or Hitn cal 
endar is also lunar 

What is significant is that the 
Hindu calendar system substantialy pe 
dates the Christian era. Vedic scholars 
had tracked the movement of the sun. 
moon and other planets to the acrurac 
of a truti (29.63) microseconds This was 
built upon by the prodigious astronomi 
cal and mathematical work during the 

Gupta period (6th to Sth century CE) by 
scholars like Aryabhata, Varahamihira, 
and Brahmagupta, further refined later 
by non-extant works like the Surya Sid 
dhanta, and the wTitings of Bhaskara II 
(12th century CE). 

Starting from March-April, the 12 
Indian calendar months are Chaitra, Bai 
sakh, Jyeshtha, Ashadha, Shravana or 

The dominant Indian calendar, panchanga, is based on the lunar cycle. 

Sawan, Bhadra or Bhadon. Ashwin, Kar 
tik, Margshirsha, Paush, Magha, and Pha 
gun Thc Indian New Year begins in 
Chaitra, usually cotnciding in the North 
with thc first day ol Navratri, nine days 
after which ls the birth anniversary of 
Lord Ram, Ram Navarmi. Tulsidasa in 
Rurmchetrttnanus describes the date and 
ite of the birth anniversary thus: Naomi 
zhi madhumasa punita, sakal paccha 
Abhyir harprita, radhya dtvas ati seet na 
ghuame, putven kaul lok bishrama (On the 
ninth day of the waxing moon of the 
sacred onth of Chaira, when the moon 
enters he auspicious group of stars Abhi 
ji, at noon when it is neither too cold nor 
hot and the world is tranquil, comes the 
holy moment). 

The description clearly marries the 
movement of the moon, the constellation 
of stars, and the month of Chaitra. Other 
parts of India based on similar astronomi 
cal calculations, have their own New 

Year's Day: Vishu in Kerala; Puthandu in 

PTI 

Tamil Nadu; Ugadi in Karnataka; Gudi 
Pawa in Maharashtra; Pohela Boisakh in 
West Bengal, Tripura and Bohag Bihu in 
Assam. In fact, even today, the rhythm of 
our calendars, and the cycle of harvests, 
permeate the lifestyle and food choices of 
millions of Indians. In addition, there are 
rituals and food prescriptions on ekada 
shi, the first of every month, purnima or 
full moon day, and amavasya, the darkest 
night of the month. 

Why is none of this taught in our 
schools? At least, students should be 
aware of the remarkable tradition of sci 
ence behind our sophisticated cycle of 
time. We don't have to necessarily folow 
all the rituals of the past, but must we be 

so deracinated as to be completely igno 
rant of what our own heritage and tradi 
tíons are? 

Pavan K Varma is author, diplomat, and 
former Member of Parliament (Rujyu 

Sabha). The views expressed are personal 



HAFED staffer 
suspended, 

another shifted 
MUKESH TANDON 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

SONEPAT, APRIL 19 
The Gohana SDM, follow 
ing the directions of Addi 
tional Chief Secretary 
Anand Mohan Sharan, has 
suspended a HAFED 
employee, and shifted 
another employee, for 
allegedly tampering with 
the weight and moisture 

As per information, Sha-
ran visited Gohana, Khark 
hoda and Sonepat grain 
markets on Friday to review 
procurement and lifting. At 
Gohana, arhtiyas accused 
Badal and Jai Prakash of 

tampering with the weight 
and moisture content at 
HAFED godown in Rar 
garh. 

Accused of tampering 
with weight, moisture 

Content ofwheat 

They also alleged that the 
employees demanded mon 
ey from them to set the 
moisture content. During 

an inspection on April 13, it 
was found that weight had 
been tamperedwith, 
Sources claimed. 

content in. the proçuredmarket, alleged that. the.. 
wheat at godowns. 

Vinod Sehrawat, presi 
dent of the Gohana grain 

employees had set the 
weighing machine and tam 

pered with around 200 kg 
wheat per vehicle. Follow 
ing the complaints, Sharan 
took action against Badal 
and ordered the registra 
tion of a case against him. 

Dr Manoj Kumar Yadav, 
Deputy Commissioner, con 
firmed the suspension and 
said a committee had been 
formed to inquire into the 
mixing of wet wheat in dry 
wheat stacks at the Khark 
hoda grain market. 
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After massive fire. admn starts 
loss assesSIment in Kurukshetra 
N1TISH SHARMA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

KURUKSHETRA, APRIL 19 

After the massive fire inci 
dents reported at several 
villages in Kurukshetra, 
the district administration 
has started a loss assess 
ment survey to compen 
sate farmers. 

Fire incidents were report 
ed from yarious villages, 
inchuding Diwana, Mangna, 
Chanderbhan Pura, Jyotisar, 
Khaspur, Dyalpur, Samsipur, 
Thana, Helwa and Lohar 
Majra. Besides agricultural 
felds, the fire caused dam 
age to some deras and resi 
dential areas near the fields. 

Dry fodder, erop residue, A fire-fighter douses flames ata village in Kurukshetra on Saturday. TRIBUNE PHOTO 
tractor trailers, agricultural 
machines, sheds and a num 
ber of coolers in a house were 
gutted. Anewly constructed 
house was also destroyed. 
Rameshwar, a farmer from 

Khaspur village, said he had 
taken 4 acres on lea_e for After getting information, 
farming and his standing politicians also visited the: 
wheat crop had been burnt,affected areas. 
causing him heavy losses. 

Gurnam Singh, a farmer, 
said, The fire had reached 
our house and we managed 
to save ourselves somehow. 
A buffalo and calf we pur 
chased recently were killed. 
We have suffered heavy loss-
es, and request the govern 

ment to provide some relief" 

Thanesar MLAAshokAro 
ra visited Chanderbhan Pura 
last night to take stock of the 
situation and ássured the 
victims of all possible help. 

Similarly, BJP leader and 
former MLA Subhash Sudha 
visited the afected villages 
in Thanesar block and said, 
The government is with the 

REPORT LIKELY BY SUNDAY 

HARYANA 

farmersin these testing 
times and we have assured 
them that efforts will be 
made to provide them ade 
quate compensation." 

The Bharatiya Ki_an Ekta 
(BKE) has sent a memoran 
dum to the CM and Sirsa 
MP Kumari Selja, urging 
quick financial relief. BKE 
president Lakhwinder 

Directions have been issued to the field stafftó asséss the loss so thata case cOuld be Singh Aulakh said faulty 
electric lines 

senttothe govemment to provide reliefto those whohave suiieredlosses. inereportsthrough fields posed, á 
passing 

expected to be prepared by Sunday. Sonu Bratt ADOITIONA, DEPUY COMMISSONE 24901 d 9rgs huge risk, In many places, 
wires were hanging too low, 
and even touching, the 
ground. Recently, a com 
bine harvester at Kan 
warpura village caught fire 

due to a live wire, resulting 
in a farmer's death. 

Factories near villages 
like Moriwala, Rasulpur, 
Bhangu, and Sahuwala 
reportedly receive 24-hour 
power supply. Farmers 
claim that this constant 
supply has led to sparks 

Pehowa MLA Mandeep 
Chatha, said, Diwana, 
Mangna and Thana villages 
of Pehowa were the worst 
affected. About 10 acres of 
wheat crop was gutted. There 
is loss ofproperty as well. Two 
persons have suffered minor 

burns. The fire department 
did a good job in containing 
the fire. We will take up the 
matter with the government 
and ensure that those who 
have suffered losses get ade 
quate compensation." 
Deputy Director Agricul-

ture Karam Chand said, 
"About 57 acres of wheat 
crop.of 34 farmers was gut 
ted. The crop loss is about Rs 
32 lakh." 

Wheat crop over hundreds of acres 
destroyed across Sirsa district 
ANIL KAKKAR 
Faulty wires blamed for fires| Farmers seek immediate relief 

sIRSA, APRIL 19. 
The recent incidents of fire 
have destroyed wheat crop 
over hundreds of. acres 
across the district, causing 
heavy.losses to farmers. 

The main cause of the-fires 
is believedto be sparks 
from loose and damaged 
electricity wires. Farmers 
organisations and political 
leaders are demanding 
immediate .compensation 
from the government. 

The Sunday Cribun 
GURUGRAM SUNDAY 20 APRIL 20 

and fires. Rupana, Lude 
sar, Bhangu, Darba, 

villages lost hundreds of 
Suchan, and Sikanderpur 

acres of wheat following 
such incidents, Some 
farmers also lost solar pan 
els installed in their fields., 
Many had leased land for 
farming and are now left 
with neither food grains 
nor fodder for cattle. 

The BKE has appealed to 
villagers to support affected 
farmers with whatever they 
can. During a visit to 

Rupana, the team said the 
damage was heartbreaking. 
Selja said while the gov 

Farmers in Rupana vilage, Sirsa, show their burnt wheat crop to Ellenabad MLA Bharat Singh Beniwal 

eriment claimed to fix 
loose wires before harvest 
every year, fires continue 
to occur because the work 
was often done only on 
paper. On Friday alone, 
fires across Haryana 
destroyed crops worth 
crores of rupees. She 
demanded a special sur 
vey (girdawari) and imme 
diate compensation. 

She, also criticised the 
decisionto cut daytime 
power in rural areas, while 
k�eping factories powered. 
If power was off in farms, 
how were fires stil occur 
ring, she asked. If the gov 

ernment had laid under. 
ground electric cables 
these accidents could have 
been avoided, she added. 

At Nathusari Chopta's vil 
lages Rupana Khurd and 
Ludesar, over 350 acres 0 
wheat and fodder were 
destroyed. Local MLA 
Bharat Singh Beniwal visit 
ed the affected areas and 
promised support. He 

urged the CM to grant Rs 
65,000-Rs 70,000 per acre as 
compensation. Many farm 
ers had leased land for Rs 
60,000-Rs 70,000 per acre 

per year and are now facing 
serious financial trouble. 



Rain drenches wheat in mandis, strong winds disrupt power 
MUKESH TANDON 

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

PANIPAT, APRIL 19 

Thunderstorm and rain 
lashed the region late on 
Friday disrupting not only 
the power supply, but also 
wetting the wheat in the 
grain markets. 

Wheat arrivals are peak 
ng these daysS n the man 

dis. In Panipat, a total of 
216 lakh metric tonnes 

(MT) of wheat arrived at 12 
mandis and purchase cen 
tres. Of this, 2 lakh MT were 

procured till Friday 

evening. Oút of the total 
procured wheat, 88,451 MT 
wheat (44 percent) has been 
lifted by procurement agen 
cies from the mandis. 

Dinesh Bhoker, president, 
Panipat mandi, said that 
around three lakh bags of 
procured wheat aré lying in 
the grain market. He said 
that the bags got wet, but 
the wheat suffered no big 
damage as the rain spell 
was very short. Overall, pro 
curement and lifting are 
going on smoothly in the 
mandi, he claimed. 

Baljeet Singh, president, 

Samalkha grain market, said 
lifting ofwheat bags is better 
than was in the previous 
years. Around four lakh bags 
are lying in the Samalkha 
grain market, he said, 

Due to the bad weather, 11 
poles broke and one trans 
former structure fell down in 
the Tural area of Panipat dis 
tict. ASaresut, power sup 
ply got disrupted. But it was 
restored within two hours, 
claimed Dharamn Suhag, 
Superintending Engineer, 
UHBVN, Panipat Circle. 
In Sonepat district, 2,83 

lakh MT wheat has been 
procured at 24 grain mar 
kets and purchase centres 
till Friday. As much as 
94,485 MT (33 per cent) has 
been lifted so far and 1.88 
lakh MT procured wheat is 
lying in the grain markets. 

The wheat got wet.due. to 
rain in Kharkhoda on Fri 
day night. Some issue of 
mixing wet grain with dry 
wheat was reported during 
the procurement in Khark 
hoda grain market on Sat 
urday but it was resolved, 
the sources said. 

In Jind district, power was 

Wheat bags lying in Panipat grain market. PHOTO: SUKHJINDER SAROHA 

disrupted to 10 villages as 
several trees were uprooted 
and those fell on the power 
lines. Strong wind and rain 
also damaged the wheat 
lying in the open at the grain 
markets. The stock lying in 

the open or filled in the gun 
ny bags got wet, resulting in 
problems for commission 
agents and farmers. The 
moisture also resulted in 
disruption in wheat procure 
ment work in the gràin mar 

kets in Jind district. 
In Kurukshetra district, 

wheat crop on 57 acres was 
damaged due to fire caused 
by strong wind last evening. 
Besides the standing wheat, 
fodder and crop residue on 

hundreds of acres were also 
gutted in the fire. As per the 
Agriculture Department 
officials, the loss was 

reported from villages of 
Pehowa and Thanesar 
blocks of Kurukshetra. 
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Wheat. Crop gutted 
OUR CORRESPONDENT 

ABOHAR, APRIL 19 
A fierce fire broke out in the 
wheat crop lying close to the 
Abohar-Malout-Gobindgarh 
road thìs afternoon due to 
which the crop and straw 
were burnt to ashes. 

As soon as information in this 
regard was received, the Fire 
Brigade vehicles reached the 
spot and started extinguishing 
the fire. Farmers said sparking 
inelectricity transmission lines 

was the cause of the incident. 
However, the same was to be 

ascertained officially. 
Farmers said sparking was 

seen in a wire near a trans 
former at around3 pm due to 
which the crop caught fire 

which spread so much that 
around 60 acres of the crop 
and straw in about 150 acres 
were burnt to ashes. 

There was a stampede 
among farmers and they 
reached the fields with their 
tractors to extinguish the fire. 

Fire tenders were immedi immedi-

ately rushed to the spot. Councillor Jashanpreet Sandhu of Baba Deep Singh Nagar said the fire engulfed 20 acres of Baljinder Singh, 20 acres of Balwinder Singh, 15 acres of former sarpanch Pal Sandhu, 4 acres of Bakhshish Singh and an acre of the wheat Crop of Balkaran Singh. 
Meanwhile, in a tragic aspect of the incident, Baliin 

der Singh, who has five 
daughters, had sold an acre of 
his land a few daysS ago to get 
his daughter married. He has 

a debt of about Rs 10 lakh and 
had taken 20 acres on con 
tract and cultivated wheat 
which was burnt to ashes. 
Baljnder was inconsolable 
after the fire incident. 

A team of officials led by 
Sub Divisional Magistrate 
SDM Krishan Pal Rajput, 
who reached the spot, was 
monitoring the situation. 
Farmers were also cooperat 
ing with the fire tenders till 
the filing of this: news. 

Wheat crop on fire in a field along the Abohar-Gobindgarh road. 
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tractors to extingüis 

Fire tenders were immedi 

Wheat crop on fire in a field along the 
Abohar-Gobindgarh road 

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

Three PAU maize 
hybrids set for 
national releasecotton hybridseeds 

LUDHLANA, APRIL 19 

Three maize hybrids, devel 

oped by Punjab Agricultural 

University (PAU), have been 
national identified for 

release by the varietal iden 
tification committee (VIC) 

of the Indian Council of 
Research Agricultural 

(ICAR). The varieties com 

prised Punjab baby corn 3, 
PMH 18 and PMH 19. 

The identification took 

place under the chairman 

ship of DK Yadava, Deputy 
Director General (Crop Sci 
ences), ICAR, during the 68th 
annual meeting of the A 
India Coordinated Research 
Programme (AICRP) on 

the filing of this news. 

Agricultural University, 
Coimbatore, recently. 

Govt to give 33% 
subsidy on Bt 

Punjab baby corn 3 (JH 
32484) was identified for 
release in four of the five 
AICRP maize zones I, III, 
IV and ), PMH 18 (JH 
20088) in the central western 
Zone (CWZ) and PMH 19 (JH 
18056) was in the North 
Western Plains Zone. 

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

CHANDIGARH, APRIL 19 

The state government has 

decided to provide 33 per cent 
subsidy on Bt cotton hybrid 

seeds recommended by Pun 
jab Agricultural University 
PAU), Ludhiana. The step 
aims atpromoting crop diversi 
fication and increasing acreage 
under the white gold" rop. 

Maize, held at Tamil Naduenable them to adopt high 

Announcing this, Minister 

of Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare Gurmeet Singh Khu 
dian said Rs 20 crore had been 

allocated for the purpose. It 
would reduce the financial 

burden on cotton. growers, 
while simultaneously discour 
aging the cultivtion of non 
recommended varieties to 

yielding and pest-resistant Bt 
cotton hybrid seeds. 

Khudian said the Agiculture 
Department had fixed a target 

of increasing the area under 
cotton crop to at least 1.25 lakn 
hectares this year: Cotton, a c 
cial kharif crop in the south 
western districts of the state, 
presentsa viable alternative to 

the waterguzzling paddy. 



Storm damages standing wheat crop, 
intrastructure in Mandi, Kullu districts 
DIPENDER MANTA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

MANDI, APRIL 19 

A severe storm caused exten 
sive damage to agricultural 
and horticultural crops, live 
stock, homes and power infra 
structure in Mandi and Kullu 
districts, leaving a trail of 
destruction and causing dis 
tress to thousands of farmers. 

In Mandi district, the storm 
caused severe damage to 
standing crops in Seraj, Balh 
and Karsog. Wheat and peas 
crops were the Worst affected 

in Seraj and Balh, with initial 
reports estimating a loss of Rs 
36 lakh to the agricultural sec 
tor Damage to the horticulture 
sector was still being assessed. 

Additional District Magis-
trate (ADM), Mandi, Madan 

Wheat crop destroyed by a storm in Mandi. PHOTO: JAI KUMAR 

Kumar said that besides crop 
loss, the storm damaged 36 
houses and 29 cowsheds in the 
district. Also, 16 goats were 
killed in a lightning strike, 
resulting in an estimated live 
stock loss of Rs 35.47 lakh. 

Kullu district also bore the 
brunt of the storm, which 
impacted apple growers in 
the region. Deputy Director 

(Horticulture), Kullu, Uttam 
Prashar said that the storm 

causeda loss to the tune of 

Rs 5.25 crore to the horticul 

ture sector, directly affecting 
Over 5,000 farmers. The 

worst-hit areas included Kul 
lu, Manali, Banjar, Anni and 
Nirmand blocks. 

Additional District Magis 
trate, Kullu, Ashwani Kumar 

said that extensive damage 
was caused Ito public proper-

ty and infrastructure. Two 
houses were completely 
destroyed in the Banjar area, 
while 119 houses sustained 
partial damage in the dis 
trict. Besides, 59 cowsheds 
were reportedly damaged. 
The power infrastructure 
also suffered significant 
damage, leaving several 
áreas without electricity. 

The authorities concerned 
are at present conducting a 
detailed assessment of the 
damage caused and prepar 
ing reports for state-level dis 
aster reliefand comnpensation. 
The district administration 
has assured that affected farm 
ilies and farmers of all possi 
ble assistance. 
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Govt orders damage assessment after 
severe hailstorm hits South Kashmir 
OUR CORRESPONDENT 

SRINAGAR, APRIL 19 
The Jammu and Kashmir 
government on Saturday 
ordered ground assessment 
after widespread damage was 
caused by hailstorm to 
orchards and farmlands in 
South Kashmir: 

A J&K government 
spokesperson said on Satur 
day that Cabinet Minister 
Sakeena Itoo expressed deep 
concern over the damage 
caused by recent hailstorm in 
several areas of Kulgam and 
Shopian districts. 

Itoo said this weather 
calamity has dealt a signifi-
cant blow to thousands of 
orchardists and farmers, 
many of whom are complete 
ly relying on the upcoming 
harvest season for their liveli 
hood The govermment com 
pletely stands with the fam 
ing community in this 
difficult time. The loss is not 
just of produce, but of months 
of hard work and hope," 
Sakeena said. 

The Minister said the 
administrations of affected 
districts have been mobilised 
and directed to carry out 
immediate ground assess 
ment of damages caused and 
ensure that timely compensa 
tion is provided. 

She further said that rele 
vant departments have been 
directed to prioritise transpar 
ent coordination with local 
representatives and commu 
nity leaders to expedite 
assessment of losses and pro 
vide necessary compensation 
to affected families. 

The Minister reiterated the 
commitment of Omar Abdul 
lah-led government towards 
uplifing the conditions of 
orchardists and farmers by 
smooth implementation of 
various farm-oriented 
schemes like HADP RKVY, 
KCC and others. 

The statement by the J&K 
government comes as heavy 
rains and hailstorm were 
reported in several parts of 
the Valley since Friday. 

Several leaders also 
expressed their Concen 
about the damage. Former 
Chief Minister and PDP chief 
Mehbooba Mufti said, Yes 
terday's hail storm wreaked 
havoc on fruit orchards across 
the Valley leaving farmers 
devastated." 

Horticulture is the back 
bone of our economy and has 
consistently supported the 
region even in the most diffi 
cult times. Urge the govern 
ment to immediately deploy 
assessment teams to evaluate 
the extent of the damage and 
provide all possible assistance 
to the affected farmers," she 
said on X. 

Awami Ittehad Party also 
expressed concern Over 

extensive damage caused 
by the sudden hailstorm 
that swept through several 
parts of the region today. It 
said the storm, which 
struck during the critical 
flowering stage of apple 
and other fruit crops, has 
dealt a heavy blow to the 
orchardists. The party 
demanded urgent need for 
support to the affected 
farming community. 

Security personnel assess the loSS after a storm uprooted trees in Srinagar on Saturday, pTI 

Several houses darmaged in Rajouri 
OUR CORRESPONDENT 

JAMMU, APRIL 19 
Dozens of houses were dam 
aged following an intense 

hailstorm in the Kalakote 
tehsil of Rajouri district, trig 
gered by persistent inclement 
weather in the higher reaches 
of the Jammu division. 

In Mogla block, strong 
winds and hailstorm ripped 

off tin roofs of several homes, 
forcing many residents to 
seek shelter with relatives. 
Preliminary reports suggest 
that over 80 houses were 
damaged. The Rajouri 
administration has initiated a 
damage assessment survey. 

Meanwhile, a major land 
slide sank a large section of 
the Kishtwar-Padder road, 
cutting off the entire Padder 
sub-division. Several families 
were relocated and provided 

FRESH SNOWFALL 
Some areas in the higher 

reaches of Kashmir 
reoeived fresh snowfall, 
while rain lashed other parts 

of the Valey, officias said 
Several districts in Kash 

mir experienced heavy 
rainfall, with the popular 
tourist destination Gul 
marg recording the high 
est precipitation 

with tents and essential sup 
plies as a temporary relief 
measure. 

In view of the deteriorating 
weather conditions, the Jam 
mu Municipal Corporation 
(JMC) has issueda high alert 
following a fresh advisory 
from the Meteorological 

Department, which forecasts 
heavy rainfall and stormns in 

the region. 

JMC Commissioner 
Devansh Yadav has directed 
all officials to remain vigilant 
and ensure the swift clear 
ance of roads blocked by fal 
en trees, electric poles, or 
debris. There should be no 
loss of life or property during 
this period," he stated. 

To assist residents, JMC has 
set up two dedicated helpline 
numbers and urged citizens 
to stay indoors during severe 
weather and report emergen 
cies promptly. An active west 
ern disturbance has been 
affecting Jammu and Kash 
mir since Thursday, bringing 
widespread moderate rain 
and snow to several areas. 
The system is expected to 
persistuntil Sunday and may 
disrupt traffic on key routes, 
nchhdng the Jammu- Srina 
gar and Srinagar-Leh nation 
al highways. 
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Tardy wheat lifting troubles 
farmers in Sirsa mandis 

EXPLAINER 
SIRSA 

ANIL KAKKAR 

N Sirsa district, Over 32 
lakh quintals of wheat in 

-mandis is yet to be lifted. 
This delay has prolonged 
wait of farmers for payments 
of their purchased wheat, 
while also leaving them wor 
ried aboutpossible crop dam 
age. Despite government's 
promises of smooth procure 
ment, the crop lifing has 
remained tardy The situation 
has left farmers andcommis 
sion agents frustrated, while 
raising serious concems over 
the system's efficiency and 
the govermment's planning 
to procure crop. 

Notably, From April 1 to 
April 18, a total of 39.14 lakh 
quintals of wheat arrived in 
Sirsa's mandis. Out of this, 
35.57 lakh quintals of wheat 
was puchased by govern 
ment agencies ahd 54,952 
quintals of grain was sold pri 
vately. The worrying part is 
thatonly7.44 lakh quintals of 
wheat has been lifted so far 
from mandis in the district. 
At least 2.89 lakh quintals of 
wheat remains unsold. 

Why is lifting of wheat 
r tardy in Sirsa this year? 

This year, the crop lifting 
process was delayed because 

ver 32 lakh quintals of wheat yet to be lifted 

transportation has been 
approved, the wheat lifting 

What problems are farm- has finally started. District 

ers facing due to this delay? manager Mangeram said, 
The bggest issue farmers are "One contractor is handling 

the entire Sirsa district. In facing is delay in payments of 
their purchased rup. UntilSirsa mandi alone, 40 
thetrwteat is lifted from man- trucks have been deployed 
dis, they wont rceive any for lifting wheat. Across 73 

mandis in the district, hun 
dreds of trucks are trans 
porting wheat to warehous 

Sirsa Market es." 
Committee Secretary 
Virender Mehta said they 
had already sent three offi 
cial notices to agencies con 
cerned to speed up lifting of 
grains from mandis. The 
committee maintains 
cleanliness and provides 
space for grain storage in 
the mandi and also helps 
farmers solve issues faced 
by them. The committee is 
also closely monitoring the 
situation and pushing to 
speed up crop lifting. Mean 
while, the delay has 
stressed farmers, besides 
creating financial trouble 
and uncertainty for them. 

the tender for transporting wheat lifling came to a halt. 
wheat tooka long time to get 
approved. According to 
HAFED's district manager 
Mangeram, the tender 
process began in carty 
March, but could not be 
finalised until Aprl 11, after 
seven failed attempts. Wheat 
lifing was delayed because 

made ROVernment the 
stricter transportation nules. 
Transparters raised objer 
tions over the development 
and went on strike. Mean 
while, farners continued tO 
bring wheat to mandis, and 
the stock kept piling up with 
out being moved to godowns. 
Normally, afer government 
agencies like HAFED, FCI 
and others purchase wheat, 
they provide gunny bags 
(bardanas) for filling grains. 
After filling wheat, gunny 
bags are loaded on trucks 
hired by the contractor 
approved by the govern 
ment. These trucks ferry 
wheat to government ware 
houses. Since the tender 
wasn't finalised on time, 

nent for their crup. Many 
af them had talan loans ar 
Jessred Larxd to cultivate wheat. 
Now, with their harvest lying 
in te open, they are unable to 
plan for the net erop. There is 
also the rsk of darnage to the 
rop whch is lying in the 
open Ifit rains, the rop could 
get spoled In some mandis, 
there is no proper space to 
store grains safely, making 
the situation worse. Com 
mission agents (arhtiyas) are 
also under pressure as they 
manage the cleaning and 
preparation of wheat for auc 
tion. Unsold wheat has left 
them woried. 

What steps are being tak 
en to sove the issue? 
Now that the tender for 

r 

b 
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I am the boat, you are the sea, and also 
the boatman." 

Rabindranath Tagore, The Fugitive 

HIS image is part of a series called 
River Street', inspired by the verses 
of Gitanjali by Rabindranath 
Tagore. Captivated by the emötion 

ally charged spirituallyrcism ofTagore, I, far 
long,desired to create visuals thatevoked the 
geography of Gitanjali, a bucolic landscape 
that was hued by its verses and peopled by 
the simple earth-folk of Tagore's songs. 

Between 2011 and 2015, while working for 

the ABP Group in Kolkata, I would spend my 
momings walking alongside the ghats on the 
Hooghly river, 'armed' with two instruments 
for translating experience into meaning: a sin 
gle lens mounted on my camera and a well 
thumbed Macmillan paperback edition of 

Gitanjali in the hip pocket of myjeans. 
These dawn pilgrimages became a fom of 

meditation. The qui�t expanise of the light 
bleached river stretched in the mind's eye 
like a blank canvas. The activities and people 
on the river banks, the boatrmen, morning 
bathers, the labourers moving sand, 
wrestlers, tea stall vendors, ferry commuters, 

the priests ofthe riverside temples, silhouet 
ted against this canvas like characters of a 
pictorial script. 

Iwouldjust patch myselfto the scene, ran 
domly reád a verse, embedding myself in 
the languid ease of a world waking up in its 
timelessness. Hours would pass as I 
breathed with the iver's pulse, letting go of 

intention, waiting for revelation, seeking 
those fleeting moments when ordinary life 
transcends into metaphor 

Some of those moments became pictures. 
-Bandeep Singh is n acclaimed photo 

journakst andfine art photographer 



Subjective truth-tellingand what stands the test of time 
RUMAMAHESHWARI 

To refuse a historicist account yet histori 
cise against the grain /That is, to historicise 
with and through/Contradictions;/And 
allow the contradictios to be relayed 
across/A mode of recursive narrationTo 
mark the rhythm of ecursive narration 
with/Declared disjunctures JAnd to con 
struct an art history from this material. 

-Okwui Enwezor, quoted by 
Geeta Kapur, from a lecture she gave in 

October 2016 at the exhibition, Postuar:. 
Art betueen the Pacific and Atlantic 

1945-1965, in Munich 

RECENT exanple might put 
these wards into perspective, so 
also Geeta Kapur's new book. 
One of MF Husain's paintings 
sold for a mind-oggling sum 

and in news was the person who picked up 
the same: Kiran Nadar If the act were to be 
analysed critically within the curatorial lens, 
it would have to be historicised through the 

SPEECH ACTS 
by Geeta Kapur. 

Tulika Books. 
Pages 284. T995 

contradictions: the attack on Husain by the 
Hindutva brigade in the past and his result 
ant exilé. If recent purchases of avant-garde 
or modern art were to be analysed, it would 
have to be through the "mode of recursive 
narration'. This example is not part of 
Speech Acts' by Geeta Kapur, and what I 
missed discussion on, in the book: as to how 
the avant- garde or the non-conformist, 
sometimes anarchist, art gets overshadowed 

by capitalist investment in art. The book 
goes backand forth into the art of"subjective 
truth-telling", by revisiting 'speech acts' 
(essays, interviews and curatorial texts by 
the author over the last two decades), won 
dering if, rendered in a different context 
(today's political moment, as against the 
momentwhen they were uttered), the repe 
titions mutate", ie. stand the test of time. 

About Husain, Geeta writes: Husain was 
an exuberant and optimistic artist figure, 
believing rather than critiquing, praising 
rather than denouncing India's cultural 
heritage and its secular handling by pro 

gressive post-Independence regimes. Vio 
lence against him was not literal, but it was 
a threat by hate-mongering ideologues from 
the Hindu right and their rogue outfits; it 
enumerated his transgressions in the name 

of secular modernity.» 
In the context of the political unconscious 

hauntingour indiyidual and social existence" 
as sheputs it, the question arises as towhether 
curators are or shouldbe critical chroniclers of 
historyfpresent, or mere passive presenters? 

Right at the onset, it must be noted that 
this book, meant for the serious art histo 
rian/critic, seeks several acts of returning 
to the text. The Interviews' segment is 
the most interesting. Not in the least 
because, as she points out, "The entry of 
another voice and the rendering of inter 
subjectivities [of the interviewer and the 
interviewee] may produce consolidated 
truth-claims, or, equally, a dialogue that 
deflects the two speakers further apart and 
provides a wrenched dynamic." Another 
that intrigues is 'TDe-modern: Why?" She 
dissects Gandhi's idea of the modern, the 
Biennale as a space, the post-colonial, the 
contemporary, art history in the Global 
South, among others. 

We can see reflections of how words, once 
spoken, mutate (andhow) in segments, cross 
connect. For example, theruse ofrepresenta 
tion is tested in its political deployment" 
(Introduction') is exemplifiedin the ferminist 
performance activists" (referred to in the 
Conversation with Ravi Sundaram and 
Ashish Rajadhyaksha, September 2023). 

Thus, "Pushpamala Nhas developedaphoto 

graphic oeuvre wherein genre basedimagery 

is researched before it is staged... Her per 

formance persona is as deliberately conven 

tional as it may also be offensive. She inserts 

her body presence in the mode inviting da 

shan so that Hind�u national(ist) iconography 

ofbelievers becones, within the ternms of art, 

an elaborately performed satire.. 

Savi Savarkar Vikrant Bhise and Anupam 

Roy are evoked fortheirpractice ranges from 
avisceralhandling ofsubject, to Ambedkarite 

iconography and ertangled narrative, to 
activist immediacy". 

Iendwithher questions for our times:With 
what conceptual strategy and in what dissi 
dent formn shall the avant-garde perform 
today?" And, will the mandate [she was talk 
ingpost-2014 elections] overpower the agenda 
ofpolitical equality of all religions? In this con 
text, then, What can we assume about the 
values of citizenship, culture and art practice 
Within this kind of (nation) space?" 

-Theoriter is anindependent 
journakst-historian based in Shimla 
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