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DATED 11.04.25 

1. 

"Save Electricity in the Interest of Nation" 

3. 

Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi 

Transport Department, Scrapping Cell 
5/9, Under Hill Road, Delhi-110054 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

The General Public is hereby informed that the Government of Delhi has deregistered 

5.5 million over-aged vehicles (diesel vehicles more than 10 years old and Petrol/CNG vehicles 

more than 15 years old). The list of such vehicles can be accessed by visiting the Transport 

Department website at https:/transport.delhi.gov. in. 

ATTENTION:- GUIDELINES FOR HANDLING END OF LIFE VEHICLES IN PUBLIC 

PLACES OF DELHI. 2024 

"Save Electricity in the Interest of Nation 

2. There is a complete prohibition on parking over-aged vehicles, including in areas just 

outside residences, which are considered public place. 

The owners of all such vehicles have the following options: 
Keep such vehicle inside the residential complex in a private parking space owned by 

the individual (not ina shared parking space even if it's part of a residential complex). 
OR 

II. Obtain a No Objection Certificate (NOC) to move the vehicle out of the NCT of Delhi 
within one year of the vehicle's expiry date. No NOC for the vehicle shall be issued after 
one year of expiry of over-aged vehicle. 

OR 

II. Another option for owners of over-aged vehicle is to scrap the vehicles through 
the Voluntary Vehicle Scrapping Application at https:/vscrap.parivahan.gov.in/ at any 
nearby registered vehicle scrapping facility. Benefits in accordance with the notification no. 
F.No. DC/OPS/TPT/2022/390/21 dated 15.10.2024 issued by the Transport Department, 
GNCTD for concession in the Motor Vehicles Tax on registration of new Transport and 
Non-Transport Vehicles can also be availed in the process. 

DIP/SHABDARTH/CLASSIFIED/O015/25-26 

End of Life Vehicles found plying or parked in public spaces in Delhi may result in its seizure/ 
impounding and attracting a penaltyy of Rs. 5000/- or Rs. 10,000/-, besides towing and parking 
charges for its one time release. Further, soon such vehicles will not be able to get Petro/Diese/ 
CNG. 

In all other cases, the Enforcement Wing of the Transport Department, Delhi Traffic Police, New 
Delhi Municipal Council, Municipal Corporation of Delhi, and Delhi Cantonment Board may 
impound such vehicles found parked or plying in public places in Delhi, even if an NOC has been 
issued but the vehicle has not been moved out of Delhi within one month of NOC issuance. 
Hence, it is in your best interest to scrap such vehicles or get an NOC issued to send/sell 

them outside NCR region. 

Transport Department 
Govt. 0f NCT of Delhi 



Maha farmers to get a unique l) 
number to avail welfare schemes 
Yogesh Naik 
letters @hindustantimes.com 

MUMBAl: The Maharashtra agri 
culture department has decided that all farmers in the state will 
have to quote their Farmer ID 
number in order to avail benefits 
of welfare schemes, a senior gov 
ermment official aware of the mat 
ter said on Saturday, adding that 
the move aims to prevent corTup tion and leakages in the system. 

The step will be implemented 
from April 15, and is expected to 
help in the speedy implementa 
tion of schemes, he said. 

"The state will use the Agri 
Stack Maharashtra Farmer Reg 
istration (MHFR), the digital 
platform being launched to pro 

vide farmers with a Farmer D, 
enabling them to access govern 
ment schemes, subsidies, crop 
insurance and land records eas 
ily," the official added. 

"We have given a unique ID 
number to nine million farm 
ers," said a senior officer of the 
state agriculture department. 

"Under the PM Kisan Yojana, 
we give benefits to 12 million 
farmers. There are around 3 
million farmers who don't fit 
into the PM Kisan Yojana. We 
intend to cover them soon, so 
that there is no corruption in 
the system. This issue was dis 
cussed with the CM Devendra 
Fadnavis, who wanted all farm 
ers to have a unique ID." 

Agri Stack has been envis 

aged to make it easier to bring 
various stakeholders together to 
improve agriculture in India 
and enable better outcomes and 
results for the farmers through 
data and digital services. 

The system will also keep a 
track of crop and land parcels in 
the state. 

The agriculture department 
was riddled with many alleged 
cases of corruption last year 
when the ministry wanted to 
give cash directly to farmers 
instead of transferring money to 
their bank accounts under the 
direct benefit transfer scheme. 
The corruption was opposed by 
the then additional chief secre 
tary (agriculture) VRadha, who 
was abruptly transferred. 
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fUKRAINE WAR } SIMILAR TO DIVISION OF BERLIN AFTER WORLD WAR I| 

Trump envoy: Ukraine can be 
split like post-war Germany 
Agence France-Presse 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

LONDON: Keith Kellogg, US 
President Donald Trump's spe 
cial envoy to Ukraine, suggested 
British and French troops could 
adopt zones of control in the 
country, in an interview with 
The Times newspaper pub 
lished on Saturday. 

Kellogg suggested they could 
have areas of responsibility 
west of the Dnipro river, as part 
of a "reassurance force", with a 
demilitarised zone separating 
them from Russian-occupied 
areas in the east. 

"You could almost make it 
look like what happened with 
Berlin after World War I, when 
you had a Russian zone, a 
French zone., anda British zone, 
a US zone," he said, later clarify 
ing on X that the United States 
would not be providing troops. 

"You're west of the (Dnipro), 
which is a major obstacle," Kel 
logg said, adding that the force 
would therefore "not be provOc-
ative at all" to Russia. 

He suggested that a demilita 

An emergency services personnel works to extinguish a fire 
after a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Saturday. 

rised zone could be imple 
mented along the existing lines 
of control in eastern Ukraine, 
The Times said. 

A retired lieutenant general 
and former acting national 
security adviser during Trump's 
first term, Kellogg, 80, said 
Ukraine was big enough to 
accommodate several armies. 
seeking to enforce a ceasefire. 
.To make sure that British, 
French, Ukrainian and other 

AP 

allied forces do not exchange 
fire with Russian troops, Kel 
logg saida buffer zone would be 
needed. 

"You look at a map and you 
create, for lack of a better term, 
a demilitarised zone (DMZ)," he 
said. "You have a... DMZ that 
you can monitor, and you've got 
this... no-fire zone," said Kel 
logg. Russia launched its full 
scale invasion of Ukraine in 
February 2022. 



Ensure timely liting of wheat stocks: Hafed MD 
TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE 

KURUKSHETRA, APRIL 12 

Managing Director of Hafed 
Mukul Kumar today inspect 
ed the wheat procurement at 
Thanesar and Pipli grain 
markets and directed the 
officials to focus on timely 
lifing of the stocks. 
He also interacted with 

commission agents and 

farmers, took their feedback. 
related to lifting and wheat 
purchase, and also issued 
directions to the officers. 

Kumar said strict action 
Would be taken against offi 
cials for negligence in the 
procurement. He further 
asked the officials to ensure 
timely lifting of the procured 
produce so that farmers and rmers and 

commission agents didn't 

face any inconvenience. 
He also directed market 

to committee officials 
drinking clean 

water, sanitation and other 
basic facilities for the farm 
ers and labourers. 

ensure 

The MD checked the gate 
passes, procurement, weigh 
ing machine, moisture con 
tent and directed the officials 

of the procurement agencies 

to ensure procurement 

process in a smooth manner. 
He said:Instructions have 

been given to officials to 
focus on lifting. Extensive 
management and proper 
arrangements have been 
made for the procurement 
season. There are clear direc 
tions from the CM to the offi 
cials to ensure smooth pro 
curement process. 



CMMannannounces zone-wise 
cultivation ofpaddy from June 1 
SHIVANI BHAKOo 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

LUDHIANA, APRIL 12 

As part ofthe "direct dialogue 
with farmers, a Kisan Milni" 
function was held at Puniab 
Agriculture University (PAU) 
hene in which Chief Minister 

Punjab Bhagwant Mann inter 
acted with farmers.: 

The ruling government had 

invited about 50 farmers from 
each istrnct to take part in this 

"Sarkar-Kisan milni", aimed 
at discussing groundwater by 
prormoting less water consum 
ing varieties of paddy. 
Meanwhile, the CM, while 

addressing the gathering of 
the farmers, reiterated the 
commitment of the state gov 
ernment to save groundwater 
for coming generations by 
announcing to start the Zone 
wise cultivation of paddy from 
June 1.We have divided the 
state into three zones and the 
cultivation ofpaddy will start in 
the distrsct falling in three zones 
on June 1, June 5 and June 9," 
said the CM while addressing 
the gathering during Sarkar 
Kisan Milni here today: 

The CM said Punjab was 
the food bowl of the country 
as it contributed 459% of grains 

Kisan Milni an eyewash, say farm leaders 

CM Bhagwant Mann addresses the gathering in Ludhiana. 

in the national food pool. 
Howeve, he bemoaned that 

70 days of the paddy sea 
son, Punjab pumps out water 

equal to nine Gobind Sagar 
lakes, which was a huge quan 
tity. Mann said by pumping 
out so nuch water, we would 
deprive our coming genera 
tions of water which is the 
basic ingredient of existence. 

Meanwhile, the "milni" was 
described as apublicrelations 
exercise by the government 
and an eyewash by many 
farmer union leaders. The 
leaders maintained that the 
farmers, truly representing 

the community, had not been 
called by the government as it 
knew that it would stand 
exposed in the matter 
Talkingto The Tribune, 
Prem Singh Bhangu, presi 

dent, All India Kisan Federa 
tion from Patiala, said they had 
invited members of the 
Farmer Chub, who wouldnever 
counter them on various 
issues. There is no invite to 
the SKM because it doesn't 
suit the government. The gov 
ernment is not serious about 

the farmers and this kind of 
"milni should not be taken 

seriously" said Bhangu. 



On the joyous occasion 

Vaisakhi 
Punjab Govermment 



Avoid throwing food on roads, CMurges residents 
Asksthem to feed cattle at designated places like gaushalas or animal shelters. 
ANSHITA MEHRA 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, APRIL 12 

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha 
Gupta on Saturday 
appealed to residents to 
stop throwing food on roads 
and urged them to feed ani 
mals in a responsible and 
respectful manner. 

During an inspection in 
the city, the CM spotted a 
man tossing a chapati onto 
the road, presumably to 
feed stray cows. 
"I saw someone throwing 

chapatis on theroad, possibly 
to feed stray animals. I 
stopped my car and gently 

CHAPATI NOT JUST FOOD, BUT ASYMBOL 
OF TRADITION, CULTURE: REKHA 

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta emphasised that chapati is not just. 
food but a symbol of tradition, culture and respect in Indian 

households. "Throwing it on the road disrespects ths symbol and 
creates a dangerous situation for both animals and people, Stray 
cOws and other animals get attracted to food on roacs, which can 

disrupt traffic and lead to accidents, she explained. 

asked him not to do it again," 
Gupta said, recalling the inci 
dent. She said while feeding 
animals is a compassionate 
act, it must be done thought 
fully and in desigrnated places 
like animal sheltersor 
gaushalas. 

The Chief Minister 

emphasised that chapati is 
notjust food but a symbol of 
tradition, culture and 
respect in Indian house 
holds. Throwing it on the 
road disrespects this sym 
bol and createsa dangerous 
situation for both animals 
and people. Stray cows and 

other animals get attracted 
to food on roads, which can 
disrupt traffic and lead to 
accidents," she explained. 

Gupta's message comes 
amid rising concerns about 
food waste and its envíron 
mental and social implica 
tions. According to the 

Food Waste Index Report 
2024 published by the 
United Nations Environ 
ment Programme, India 
generates approximately 
78.2 million tonnes of food 
waste annually, with 
households contributing 

an average of 55 kg per 
person each year. 

"Feeding animals is a 
noble act, but we must do 
it in a way that aligns with 

our civic duties and cul 
tural values," Gupta said. 
She called upon all resi 
dents to act responsibly 
and ensure that their, 
actions do not endanger 
others or disrespect food. 

The Chief Minister's inter 
vention has sparked a broad 
er conversation about urban 

animal care, public hygiene 
and cultural value of food, 
with many citizens voicing 
support for designated feed 
ing zones and better waste 
management practices. 
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Hafed MD inspects 
Karnal grain market 
Emphasises timely 
procurement and 

lifting ofwheat 

KARNAL, APRIL I2 

TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE 

In a bid to. ensure simooth 
procurement and lifting of 
wheat during the ongoing 
wheat season, Hafed Manag 
ing Director (MD) Mukul 
Kumar on Saturday visited 
the Karnal grain market to 
review the arrangements. 
During his visit, he interact 
ed with arhtiyas and farmers 
to take stock of the ongoing 
procurement process and 
address concerms. 

He directed the officials 
present there to make 'sure 

COmplicatione 

that there were no delays or 
sin the procure 

ment and lifting of wheat. 

"There should be no incon 
venience to farmers at any 
stage. Timely lifting of the 
procured wheat must be 
ensured," he stressed. 

The MD mstructed pro 
curement agencies and off 
cials to focus particularly on 
lifting operations to avoid 
any disruption for the farm 
ers and the traders. The gov 
ernment is committed to 
purchasing every single 
grain of the farmers' pro 
duce Comprehensive 
arrangements have been 
made for it" he added. 
Kumar first reviewed the 

gat� pass system at the entry 
point of the market and 
instructed the staff on duty. 
He laterT examined the crop 
purchase process and 
instructed officials to carry 
out procurement in a trans 
parent and efficient manner. 

He emphasised the need 

for cleanliness, availability 
of clean drinking water and 
proper basic amenities in the 
mandi. Kumar further 

directed the procurement 
agencies and officials to 
ensure wheat was procured 
at the minimum support 
price (MSP). 

"Officers must prioritise a 
hassle-free experience for 
the farmers while they sell 
their crops. The procure 
ment process " must be 
smooth, transparent and 
punctual," he said. He reiter 
ated Chief Minister Nayab 
Singh Saini's directives that 
any lapse in procurement or, 
lifting would not be tolerat 
ed at any cost. 

The government has made 
full arrangements to procure 
every grain of the farmer's 
produce. No,negligence in 
this regard will be accept 
able" he asserted. 

HAFED Managing Director (MD) Muku Kumar visits the Karnal grain market on Saturday. 

Custom-milled rice delivery deadline 
extended, brings relief to millers 

EXPLAINER 
KARNAL 

PARVEEN ARORA 

Na major. relief to rice millers 
across the state, the Food Corpo 
ration of India (FCI) has extend 

ed the deadline for delivering cus 
tom-milled rice (CMR) to June 30, 
easing fear of penalties due to 
delays. Earlier the deadline under 
the CMR policy 2024-25 was March 
15. Here is what you need to know 
on what led to this extension and 
the issues millers continue to face. 

What is the Custom-Milled Rice 
(CMR) Policy? 
Under the CMR policy, a miller is 
required to deliver 67 per cent rice 
with 1 per cent fortifed rice kernels 
(FRE) against the total allotted pad 
dy. As per the CMR. policy 2024-25. 
each miller must deliver 15 per cent 

of rice by the end of November, 
another 25 per cent by December 

end, further 25 per cent by January 
end, another 25 per cent by Febru 
ary end and the remaining 10 per 

cent by March 15. The failure to 
deliver within this schedule could 
invite penalties, so the extension has 
come as a major relieffor the millers. 

NEWS 

Continue to face shortage of space in godowns 

to begin in November, several issues 
caused delays. The delay in finalisa 
tion of godown assignments for 
receiving rice by the FCI, delay in 
finalisation of the agency for supply 
FRK to millers were a 
reasons behind thedolawiAYattecting tim�ly deliveries. The 

yin starting millers alleged that the misman 
the CMR deliveries. After the rice agement further contributed to 
millers raised these issues, the FCI the delays in fulfilling the CMR 
officially allowed the millers to start delivery assignment. 
deliveries only from December 15, a 
full month after the scheduled start. 

SS 
What was the issue with godown 

allotments? 
FCI introduced e-WINGS portal to 
automate godowm allocation for 
millers. However, rice millers 

Why was there a delay in starting alleged that they were assigned CMR deliverles? godowns far from their milling 
Although deliveries were scheduled units, increasing transport costs 

and causing logistical challenges. 
The Rice Millers and Dealers 
Association of the state highlight 

ed that the millers were grappling 
with distant godown assignments, 

How did GST rates affect millers 
and was there any relief? 

Yes, the GST posed a major hurdle. 
Initially, the FRKwas taken at 18 per 
cent GST The millers bought FRK at 
around Rs 5,000 per quintal + 18 per 
cent GST, but were only reimbursed 
5 per cent GST by the government, 

was raised repeatedly by the miller 
creating a financial gap. The issue 

associations with CM Nayab Singh 
Sainí, Union Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar and others, after which the 
55th GST Council meeting in 
December, chaired by Union 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara 
man, reduced the GST on FRKfom 
18per cent to 5 per cent, easing finan 
cial pressure on the millers. 

How much paddy was allotted 
and how much rice needs to be 
delivered? 
Rice millers have been allotted 
53,98,661.32MT of paddy, against 
which they have to deliver 
36,53,274.51MT of rice. So far, the 
rice millers across the state have 
delivered 30,53,683.43MT which is 
around 83.5 per,cent. 

What is the district-wise status of 
rice delivery? 
Rice millers of Ambala have deliy 
ered 96.85 per cent rice, while 
Fatehabad millers 98.83 per cent, 
Hisar millers 62.59 per cent, Jind 
millers 86.26 per cent. Kaithal. 
millers 72.58 per cent, Karnal 
millers 70.26 per cent, Kuruk 
shetra millers 79.95 per cent, Pal 
wal millers 73.53 per cent, 
Panchkula millers 88.26 per cent, 
Panipat millers 19.04 per cent, 
Rohtak millers 72.10 per cent, Sir 
sa millers 96.54 per cent, Sonepat 
millers 25.12 per cent, and Yamu 
nanagar millers 88.98 per cent. 

What challenges are millers fac 
ing now despite the extension? 
Even after the extension of the 
deadline, the millers continue to 
face shortage of space in the 
godowns assigned by the FCI for 
the delivery of rice. The millers 
are demanding that the FCI allo 
cate nearby godowns to save on 
time and transpôrt costs. 



Wlyrulingagainst service charge is abigwin for consumers 
Levying service charge in any part ofthe countrywill now VIolate not oniythe COPAs guidelines, but alsothe Delhi High Court's order 

PuSHPA GIRIMAJI 

HE Delhi High Court's landmark judg 
ment, prohibiting the compulsory imposi 
tion of 'service charge' on food bills by the 
hospitality industry, is a big win for con 
sumers in their battle against such charges, 

being fought for over a decade and a half. The ruling, 
denouncing the imposition of service charge by restau 
rants and hotels as unlawful and violative of consumer 
rights and an unfair trade practice, should fnally force 
the industry to scrap the illegal charge, bringing relief 
to consumers in the form ofreduced restaurant bills. 

The detailed, well-reasoned judgment delivered 'on 
March 28 by Justice Prathiba M Singh expressed strong 
disapproval of the way in which service charge was 
being "'arbitrarily collected and coercively enforced" by 
restaurant establishments.�Ifany particular practice is 
unfair towards a consumer or a class of consumers, the 
same cannot be permitted," she said (National Restau 
rant Association of India vs Union of India). 
Thejudgment came in response to two petitions filed 

by restaurant and hotel associations, challenging the 
guidelinés issued by the consumer protection regulator, 
the Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA), on 
June 4, 2022, forbidding the practice of imposing serv 
ice charge on consumers. The associations contended 
that the guidelines were "arbitrary and untenable" and 
impinged on their right guaranteed under Article 
19(1Xg) of the Constitution to carry on any trade or busi 
ness without restrictions from the State. 

Dismissingall these contentions, the court endorsed the 
legal validity of the guidelines issued by the CCPA under 
provisions of the Consumer Protection Act, and the 
CCPA's power to enforce them and said all restaurants 
and hotel establishments must adhere to the guidelines, 
and any violation would render them liable for action. 
On the question of the guidelines impinging on Article 

191Xg), the court said any law restricting such a right 
should satisfy two distinct tests -(a) whether it is in the 
interest of the public and (b) whether the restriction is 
reRSTable. The guidelines issued by the CCPA satisfy 

Consumers must check their bills while eating out and complain about any violation. isTOCK 

both the tests, as they are issued in the interest of con 
sumers as aclass, theprinciple being that the larger inter 
est of society prevails over individual interest, the court 
said. "The right to carry on business cannot result in 
exaction of an amount which the consumer had neither 
bargained for, nor agreed to," the court added. 

The court also dismissed the argument that when a 
consumer placed an order after seeing the menu card 
indicating the levy of service charge, he had a contrac 
tual obligation to pay. Reiterating that contracts that 
are against public interest or public welfare are con 
trary to public policy and are therefore unlawful and 
void, the court said even under the Consumer Protec 
tion Act of 2019, such contracts which are unreasonable 
and impose an undue burden on the consumers can 
not be binding as they constitute an unfair contract. 

Italso rejected the argument that service charge was 
benefiting the staff and said no evidence to the effect 
was produced before the court. Mandatory collec 
tions which are detrimental to custómers cannot be 

justified on the basis of some hidden benefit to the 
staff of the establishments," the court said. 

The importance of the ruling is bestunderstood fîrom the 
fact that consumers have been fighting against this perni 
cious practice for over 15 years. In fact, the hospitality 
industry introduced this in such a suiTreptitious manner 
that most consumers initially believed that service charge 
of 10-20 per cent added to their bill was a govermment levy. 
As eating out became more costly they began serutinising 
the bill more closely and realised that eateries had begun 
to add an umwarranted, illegal charge on their total bill. 

The clarification from the finance ministry that 
service charge was not a levy by them, further con 
firmed this. However, consumer protests and anger 
did not deter the eateries, and over the years, the prac 
tice became so widespread that service charge 
became a norm and consumers who protested were 
humiliated and even threatened! 

As consumer complaints reached a crescendo, the 
Union Ministry of Consumer Affairs swung into action 

and on December 14,2016, urged all states to ensure that 
eateries displayed boards saying service charge was is 
cretionary. As that did not have the desired effect, it 
issued detailed guidelines against the practice in 2017. 
Theindustry countered it, saying levying service charge 
was a matter of policy and customers not happy with the 
charge had the discretion not to use the facility! 

Exasperated and angry, many individual consumers 
got back their service charge and compensation rang 
ing from t5,000 to 10,000 through the consumer courts. 
But that did not deter the industry, earning huge 
amounts through service charge. 

After the Consumer Protection Act of 2019 replaced 
the 1986 Act and the CCPA was constituted, the regula 
tory authority issued on June 4, 2022, stringent guide 
lines prohibiting service charge and asked the district 
collectors to enforce the guidelines. The hospitality 
industry promptly challenged it before the Delhi High 
Court and on July 20, 2022, got an interim stay against 
the enforcement of the guidelines, subject to the condi 
tion that restaurants must inform consumers of the 
levy through menu cards and display boards. 

Seeking vacation ofthe stay the CCPA told the court that 
the restaurants were using the interim order to legitinmise 
service charge. The court did not vacate the stay and on 
September 5, 2023, said restaurants shall not charge more 
than 10 per cent of the total bill as service charge. This 
again worked to the advantage of the industry. 

By challenging the CCPA's guidelines, the hospitality 
industry delayed its implementation by almost three 
years, but in the end, the final judgment has empowrered 
consumers and further strengthened the guidelines 
issued by the CCPA, Levying service charge in any part 
of the country will now violate not only the CCPA's 
guidelines, but also the Delhi High Court's order. 

So, consumers must check their bills while eating out 
and complain about any violation, along with a copy of 
the bill and the receipt, the National Consumer 
Helpline (number 1915) or to the CCPA on the email id 
Com-ccpa@nicin 

The writer is a consumer righs 
and safety erpert 
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