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India's GDP impact from US tariffs minimal, says PHDCCI Resilient economy, robust demand and government policies cushion the blow of US tariffs 
@ The Savera Times 

Network 

New Delhi: India's GDP 
is expected to face a 
minimal impact of just 0.1 
percent due to the recently 
announced US reciprocal 
tariffs, according to the PHD 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (PHDCCI). Despite 
the tariff imposition, India's 
price competitiveness and 
government initiatives 
such as 'Make in India', 
Atmanirbhar Bharat, and 
the Production-Linked 

Incentive (PLI) schemes 
are expected to help sustain 
economic 
PHDCCPresident Hemgnt 

Jain emphasized that India's 
domestic manufacturing 
strength, combined 
with continued strategic 
government suppoáverse , would 
help offset any 
effects. He alsO expressed 
confidence in a bilateral 
trade agreement (BTA) with 
the US, which is anticipated 
to come into effect in the fall 
of 2025. 
India's 

competitiveness is 
expected to mitigate the 

industrial tariff impact, with a short 

day 

term GDP dip of diun percent. In the 
term, the impact will be 

0.1 

balanced out as the policies 
fully take effect, Jain said. 
Additionally, a shift toward 
strengthening domestic 
consumption is expected 
to absorb the tariff impact. 
particularly benefiting 
sectors like electronics, 
renewable energy,and 
pharmaceuticals. 
India's diverse supply and 
value chains, along with 
inereased demand for Indian 
goods from emerging trade 
partners in the Middle East, South Africa, Latin America, 
and Asia, further contribute 

to its resilience. 
Meanwhile, a Morgan 
Stanley report anticipates 
a 25 basis point rate cut 
by the RBI, witha shift to 
an accommodative policy 
stance in the upcoming 
April 9 review. The US's 
27 percent additional duty 
on Indian goods is being 
carefully examined by Indias 
Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, which is also 
studying opportunities 
arising from this trade policy 
shift. 
The Trade Promotion 

Council of India (TPCI) 
pointed out that India 
remains competitive 
compared to other countries 
facing even higher tarifs. In 
the agriculture sector, some 
market diversification may 
occur, with shifts in shrimp 
and tea exports. However, 
non-tariff barriers are 
expected to improve overall 
efficiencies. Additionally, 
the US has exempted 
pharmaceuticals from the 
new tariffs, benefiting India's 
significant pharma exports 
to the US. 



India leads South Asia in AI 
adoption, revolutionizing 
healthcare and agriculture 

@The Savera Times 
Network 

Mumbai: India is emerging as 
a leader in artificial intelligence 
(AI) adoption in South Asia, 
with a workforce of 1.25 million 
AI professionals, according to a 
Boston Consulting Group (BCG) 
report. AI is proving to be a gamne 
changer for India, particularly in 
agriculture and healthcare, where 
it is bridging critical gaps. 
In healthcare, AI is addressing 
the country's doctor shortage 
and improving affordability. 
With a doctor-to-patient ratio 
of 1:900 and a high prevalence 
of non-communicable diseases, 
Al-powered diagnostics are 
reducing diagnostic repor 

time in radiology by 46% and 
cutting mammography costs by 
66%. AI-assisted telemedicine 

and screenings are also enabling 
millions of people in rural areas 
to access quality healthcare 
remotely. 
AI is similarly transforming 
agriculture, where 85% of farmers 
manage small landholdings. AI 
solutions are enhancing crop 
monitoring and disease detection, 
boosting farm productivity by 8%. 
They are also improving post 
harvest logistics and reducing 
food spoilage, increasing farmer 
profits by 7%. Precision farming 

techniques powered by AI are 
cutting water and fertilizer use 
by 28%, contributing to more 
sustainable practices. F 



they 

Agriculture dept takes steps to 
prevent stubble burning 

@ The Savera Times 

Network 

Ferozepur: In a bid to curb 
the harmful practice of stubble 
burning, the Agriculture 
Department in FeroOzepur has 
launched an initiative to make 
essential machinery for stubble 
management readity accessible 
to farmers. Under the guidance 
of Deputy Commissioner 
Deepshikha Sharma, the 
department is displaying a 
list of available machinery 
in public spaces across the 
district, including Gurudwaras, 
Panchayat Ghar, and cooperative 
societies. 

The machinery on offer 
includes a range of advanced 
equipment such as super 
seeders, happy seeders, surface 
seeders, mulchers, balers, and 

Chief Agriculture Officer 
Ferozepur Gurpreet Singh 
giving information. 

rakes. These tools are intended 
to assist farmers in managing 
stubble effectively, ensuring 
that crop residues are handled 
in an environmentally friendy 

manner. The district's farmer 
groups, cooperative societies, 
and Gram Panchayats are 
encouraged to avail these 
machines based on the demand 
from local farmers.Additionally, 
the Agriculture Department is 
actively promoting the practice 
of ploughing land with straw and 
stubble, a method that not only 
helps in residue management 
but also improves soil fertility. 
This sustainable approach is 
designed to benefit both the 
land and the environment, as it 
eliminates the harmful effeets 
of stubble burning, such as air 
pollution and soil degradation. 
Farmers who require further 
guidance on the proper disposal 
of erop residue are urged to 
contact their respective block 
level agriculture offices for 
expert advice. 
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Success isn't 
about doing 

more; it's about 
doing what truly 

COunts. 

Friday,4 April 2025 

n today's fast-paced world. 
productivity is often measured by 
how much we do rather than how 

effectively we do it. Many people spend 
long hours working, yet they struggle 
to achieve meaningful results. The 
80/20 rule, also known as the Pareto 
Principle, offers a different perspective 
on efficiency -one that focuses on 
maximising output with minimal effort. 
The 80/20 rule suggests that 80% 
of results come from just 20% 
of efforts. This principle, 
discovered by Italian 
economist Vilfredo Pareto in 
the late 19th century, applies 
to various aspects of life, 
including business, personal 
development, and even daily 
tasks. By identifying and focusing 
on the most productiv ve activities. 

The 80/20 Rule 
How to Work Smarter, Not 

individuals can achieve more while working less. In this artice, we wvill explore how the 80/20 rule works, its real-world applications, and practical ways to use it to work smarter, not harder. 

Applying the 80/20 Rule 
to Work and Productivity 

So, how can you apply the 80/20 rule in daily 
life become more efficient? Here are some 

key strategies: 

Prioritise High-Impact Tasks 
Instead of working harder on everything, focus on the 20% of 
tasks that generate the biggest results. To do this: Identify 
which activities contribute most to your success. 

ege or mimse low-value tasks. 
E Sper 

For example, if you are a writer. 20% arive progress. 

research and structuring your article mav lead to 80% ofthe 
article's quality. Similarly, a business owner may find that 20% 
of clients generate 80% of total income, meaning they should 
focus on retaining and expanding these relationships. 

Use the 80/20 Rule for Time Management 

Spent on 

Time is a limited resource, and managing it wisely is key 
to success. Here's how to apply the 80/20 principle to your 
schedule: 
E Start the day by identifying your most important task 

(MIT). 
E Focus on completing tasks that bring maximum results 
E Avoid spending time on activities that don't contribute to 

long-term success. 

Cut Out Unnecessary Effort 

For example, if you spend hours checking emails, but only a few 
O mporant opportunities, set specific times for 

email checking instead of doing it throughout the day. 

Many people spend time on tasks that feel 
productive but don't contribute much. Instead of 
working longer hours, work more efficiently by: 

Automating repetitive tasks (e.g, using software 
to schedule emails), 
Eliminating distractions (e.g., reducing social 
media use during work hours). 
Batching similar tasks together to improve focus 

Jalandhar, The Savera Times 

For example, if a marketing professional finds that 
80% of engagement comes from 20% bf social media 
content, they should focus on ereating more of that 
type of content rather than wasting time on less 
effective posts. 

Improve Decision-Making 
The 80/20 rule can also help with decision-making 
by guiding you towards what truly matters. Instead 
of gettingg overwhelmed by minor details, focus on 
the 20% of decisions that will impact 80% 

MiSCellaneous 

the 

For instance: If you are launching a business, focus 
on key areas like branding and product quality 
instead of small details that won't significantly 
affect sales. If you are trying to improve your health, 
prioritise core habits like diet and exercise rather 
than obsessing over minor supplements. 

SAVERA LIFE 

20% 

20% 

www.thesaveratimes.com 

ACTIVITIES 

Important 

Not Important 

80% 

Challenges 
of the 80/20 Rule 
While the Pareto Principle is powerful, 
it is not a strict mathematical formula. 

ases, results may not be 

useful. Some challooncept remains 

Identifying the correct 20% of tasks 
This requires trial and error. 

Not all tasks can be eliminated-Some 
low-value tasks are unayoidable but 
can still be streamlined. 
It may not work in eyery situation -
Some sitPpies to many areas, 

across multiplee equal effort 

these limitations, the kevtalkesuav 
is to focus on what matters mnost and 
eliminate unnecessary effort 

The 80/20 Rule in 
Everyday Life 
The Pareto Principle is not just for 
work-it applies to personal life too. 

Relationships and Social Life 
Not all relationships are equally 
fulfilling. Many people find that 80% of 
happiness in relationships comes from 
20% of conneetions, lo improve sociat 
well-being: 

uDlift re tnme with people who 
Support you. 

Reduce inte ions with those who 

80% 

RESULTS 

80% 
20% 

20% 

drain your energy. 
Invest in deepening valuable 
relationships. 

Health and FitnesS 
In health, a small number of activities lead 
to most improvements. Instead of trying 
every diet or workout trend, focus on hirh 
impact habits like: 

Eating nutritious whole foods rather 
than obsessing over minor dietary 

Exereising consistently instead of 
Overcomplicating workout routines 
Prioritising sleep and recovery, as these 
play a uajor role in overall well-being. 

80-20 Rule 
['ä-te twen-té rül) 

A principle that asserts 
that 80% of outcomes 

(or outputs) result from 
20% of all causes 
(or inputs) for any 

given event. 
OO0@thesaveratimes 

Understanding the 

80/20 Rule 
The Pareto Principle as oris 
1dentified in econginally 

Pareto observed that 809% of Italys 
wealth was controlled by 20% of the 
population. Over time, researchers 
found that this pa�tern applies to a 

wide range of fields. 

Forexample 
In business, 80% of a company S 

profitsoften come from 20% oEits 
customers 
1hme manngerment, 80% of 
of20%OFtLen the result 

revenue is generated by 20%of the 
top selling products. In relationships, 
80% ofhappiness may Come from 
20% of social interactions. This 
prineiple highlights that most results 
come from u small portion of efforts, 

optimise thaet tdentiy and 

can drasticallv improe nmd produetivity. 

80% 
Learning and Self. 

Development 
Most people absortb 80% from 20% of theireoo knowledge 
of spending hours On passistead 
optimise learning by: 

once. 

learning, 

Focusing on key resources 
of trying to learn everything at ces instead 

Practising active recall rather than 
passive reading. 
Leurnng from experts who 

the most valuable insights. 



SOARING MERCURY 
GRIPS NORTH, WEST 

RAJ K RAJ/HT 

HEAT WAVE TO SEVERE HEAT WAVE ALERT 
Saurashtra, Kutch, West and East Rajasthan 
HEAT WAVE PREDCTION 
Delhi, West Uttar Pradesh, South Haryana, 
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, West Madhya Pradesh, 
East Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha 
HOTTEST TEMPERATURES ON SAT 

RAJASTHAN 
Barmer3.6 

GUJARAT 
Kandla 44.0 

MAHARASHTRA 
Chandrapur 
41.8 

MAX TEMP DEPARTURE (in "C) 

-3.0 to -1.6 
E-1.5 to 1.5 

1.6 to 3.0 

3.1 to 4.4 
4.5 to 6.4 

Temp (ind 

UTTAR PRADESH 
Prayagraj 41.6 

CHHATTISGARH 

Rajnandgaon 41.3 

44°C 
Max temp in Guj's 
Kandla on Saturday 



{AFTERU.S. TARIFFS} 

India to step up vigil 
on Chinese imports 
Rajeev Jayaswal 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: Indian agencies have 
begun strict vigilance for any 
unusual spike in imports from 
China and ASEAN nations, amid 
concerns that Beijing may divert 
its surplus products to India after 
being hit with a 34% additional 
duty in the US market, officials 
said. 

"Major global economies are 
weary that after facing high recip 
rocal tariff in the US market, cer 
tain countries may divert their 
surplus to flood other markets 
either directly or through a third 
cOuntry with which they have free 
trade agreements," a senior offi 
cial said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

However, Indian customs and 
other agencies are on high alert to 
detect any such dumping of 
goods. Besides, there are plenty of 
legal instruments with us to pro 
tect our domestic industries fom 
such malpractices," the official 
added. 

The Narendra Modi govern 
ment has been pushing the 
10-member Association of South 
east Asian Nations (ASEAN) bloc 
for an expeditious review of the 
India-ASEAN trade agreement to 
address vulnerabilities in the 
pact, with a revised agreement 
expected later this year, according 
to another official from an eco 
nomic ministry who also 
requested anonymity. 

The official described the 2009 
agreement, signed under the pre 
vious UPA government, as "hur 
riedly-signed" and said the cur 
rent administration is renegotiat 
ing the trade deal after finding 
that goods from China and other 

INDIAN INDUSTRY 
HAS EXPRESSED 

CONCERN ABOUT 
A POTENTIAL 
INFLUX OF 
IMPORTS ROUTED 

THROUGH AITIGA 

non-ASEAN nations have been 
routed through the ASEAN-India 
Trade in Goods Agreement (ArT 
IGA), taking advantage of duty 
concessions under the pact. 

Indian industry has expressed 
concern about a potential influx 
of imports through this route, as both China and most ASEAN 
nations now face substantial tariff 
barriers in the US market follow 
ing President Donald Trump's 
April 2 executive order. While 
China faces an additional 34% tar iff., Vietnam faces 46%, Cambodia 
49%, Indonesia 32%, Myanmar 
44%, and Thailand 36%, com 
pared to India's 26%. 

"High retaliatory tariff would 
make their goods uncompetitive 
in the US market, and because 
they (particularly China) have cre 
ated huge production capacities, 
goods produced for the American 
market would be pushed in other 
markets. As India is the fastest 
growing major market in the 
world, would be one of the 
prime targets," the first official 
explained. 

One of the officials cited above 
pointed out that the relative 
nature of trade advantages and 
disadvantages puts Indian export 
ers in a better position compared 
to competitors facing much 
higher duties in America, includ 
ing China, key ASEAN players, 

Bangladesh (37% additional duty) 
and Sri Lanka (44%). "Exports of 
labour-intensive goods are also 
price sensitive. About 6-20% dif 
ferences in exports that thrive on 
wafer-thin margins would be the 
deciding factor in any overseas 
market," the officíal added. 

Certain sectors like shrimps 
and carpets would need tó 
explore new and alternative mar 
kets such as Europe, this person 
said, since India may struggle to 
compete with Ecuador and Ven 
ezuela on shrimp exports in 
terms of tariff advantages, while 
Turkey may have a tariff advan 
tage in carpet exports. 

"However, India is by and large 
a winner in this reciprocal tariffs 
action of the US," the first official 
said, citing two reasons: "tariff 
advantage over major competi 
tors and PM Modi's vision to initi 
ate a BTA (Bilateral Trade Agree 
ment) with the US, much before 
April 2." 

"India has the first mover 
advantage as it is negotiating a 
BTA with America and the Trump 
administration sent its negotiat 
ing team only to one country in 
the world, which is India," the 
official added. 

The government is proactiveBy 
consulting all stakeholders, par 
ticularly exporters, and is deter 
mined to address the tariff issue, 
the official said, describing policy 
measures to b00st exports as 
"work in progress." 

HT reported on Saturday that 
the Indian government has begun 
talks with industry representa 
tives to develop a comprehensive 
package aimed at boosting 
domestic manufacturing and pro 
mo�ing exports to counter the 
additional tariffs' impact. 
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{THE BIG PICTURE} 

How the Supreme Court 
spoke out for free speech 
The substantive and 
procedural aspects of the 
Imran Pratapgarhi judgment 
should reduce the ease with 
which speech can be 
criminalised in India 

n late March, the Supreme Court 
for the second time in recent weeks had an occasion to deal with impor 
tant issues around the freedom of npech and expresS10n. sr were 
sp often the 
case, the origins of the 

innocuous: In this event, a poem recited at a wedding fi g function by the Rajya Sabha MP, Imran Pratapgarhi. The poem, in essence, was addressed to society's rulers, and vOwed to meet injustice with sacrifice, tears, and love. When the poem 2 Was uploaded to 
YouTube, certain individuals lodged a police complaint, and the police registered a First Information Report (FIR) against Pratap garhi, under various sections of the criminal 
law. These sections pertained to spreading enmity between sections of the society, 

sentiments, and under nurting regyof the nation. mining the i 
Pratapgarhi approached the High Court (HC) of Gujarat to quash the FIR. The HC refused, on the ground that the investiga-tion was still at a "nascent stage". This, then, brought him to the 

apex court set asidreme Court. The 
the judgment of the HC. 

Itheld that no case was made out at all. and 
t the FIR deserved to be quashed. In doing so, the bench of Justices Abhay Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan did two important things -one substantive and one procedural. On the substantive issue, the Court made 

clear that none of the elements of any of the 
invoked crìminal law sections had been 
made out. The poem had nothing to do with 
any community, race, or religion, it did not 
jeopardise the country's integrity, and nor 
�id it call for violence. One may think that 
this is rather e-indeed, the Court 
spent around 10 pages listing out the sec tions that the police had invoked, and then 
simply noting that it was self-evi dent that none of these was 
attracted in the case. However, it is 
worth remembering that this case 
only arrived at the Supreme Court because both the police and the HC seemed to believe that there was at 
least some substance to the allega tions. In such a situation, then, 
there is perhaps some value to the Court reiterating even the basics. 

The Supreme Court went on to note that 75 years into the Republic, it was unreason able to believe that India's integrity v fragile that it could be threatened by a few 
y was so 

innocuous verses even if those verses 

The standard from which to judge speech 
used extravag: agant or hyperbolic language. 

was that of the "reasonable, strong-minded, firm and courageous individuals" and not those with "weak or oscillating minds." Once again, this has long been the legal standard, but far too often, courts them selves seem to have forgotten it. It was also important to read the disputed speech or 
writing as a whole, and not to pick out stray passages out of context. 

REFLECTIONS 

Gautam 
Bhatia 

The Court further noted that the views of the social majority were irrelevant when it came to the protection of the right to free speech. As the Court held, "even if a large number of persons dislike the views expressed by another, the right of the per 

son to express the views must be respected and protected. Literature including poetry, dramas, films, stage shows, satire and art, make the life of human beingsS more mean ingful." At a time at which we are seeing vig ilante attacks on comedians such as Kunal Kamra, and spaces of artistic performance, for the crime of causing "offence"-and a lat a time during which the police have sent noti ces to those who attended the 
allegedly "offensive" comedy show this reminder is most salutary. In free speech terminology, the ability of powerful social groups to stifle speech, often through force ful means, is called "the heckler's veto". In the Imran Prataphgarht judgment, the Court clearly set its 
teeth against the heckler's veto. Indeed, the Court went even fur ther, and observed that "sometimes, we, the judges, may not like spoken or written words. But, still, it is our duty to uphold the fundamental right under Article 19 (1)(a)". In the context of the ongoing Supreme Court proceedings with respect to Ranveer Allahbadia�which the present author cri tiqued in a previous article -it is difficult not to see this as an invitation for some 

institutional self-reflection. In repeatedly berating Allahbadia for a crass joke that was apparently cracked i on his YouTube 
channel, and by inviting the State to impose restrictions upon online speech to protect "Social mores"," the Court appears to be blurring the lines between speech that it or a majority in society- dislikes, and the fundamental right to speech. In 
Imran Pratapgarhi judgment, the Court issued a mild warning against giving in to the temptation to blur those lines, and a reminder that the judicial duty, above all 

In the Imran Pratapgarhi judgment, the Supreme Court clearly set its teeth against the heckier's veto. 
DURING THE PRELIMINARY 
ENOUIRY. THIEPOLICE WILL 

NOW HAVE TO READ THE 
SPEECH AS A WHOLE AND 
CONSIDER WHETHER ITS 
CONTENTS ACTUALLY FELL 
WITHIN THE CRIMINAL 
LAW PROVISIONSITWAS 

PURPORTING TO INVOKE 

else, is to protect fundamental rights, even r-indeed, especially for speech that is disliked. 
However, perhaps the real bite of the judgment lies in its procedural element. The Supreme Court interpreted the new crimi nal laws to hold that before registering an 

FIR and setting the wheels of the criminal 
based offences where the quanturm of 
law in motion, when it came to speech-
punishment upon sentencing was seven years or less it was incumbent upon the police t to conduct a preliminary enquiry. During this preliminary enquiry, the police would have to read the speech-or as a whole, and the content of the speech fell within the 
elements of the criminal law provisions that it was purporting to invoke, in the context of 
the legal and constitutional standards set out in the judgment. 

h acer whethag 

This procedural innovationwhich the Supreme Court brought in for the first time 
cuting and censoring speech in India is so easy 
is important, as one of the reasons why perse 
is because of the extremely low cost to the 
and initiate criminal proceedings�indeed, 
State. It talkes almost nothing to register an FIR 

NEW DELHI 
SUNDAY 

itis to 

APRIL 06, 2025 

ANI PHOTO 

until this judgment, there was an argument 
had no choice but to register an FIR. Now, 
that upon receipt of a complaint, the police 

enquiry-which, in tun, requires demonstra 
howeve, the requirement of a preliminary 
ble application of mind by the police ncreases the costs of censorship. This will 

be hoped-reduce the ease with which 
speech can be criminalised 

Of course, the proof of the pudding is in he eating, and tteme Court's judg 
s to be seen what 

positive impact the 
ment will have on the ground Kunal Kamra 

-who presently faces FIRs for his comedy 
show in Mumbai--might well be the first 
test case to determine that! 

Gautam Bhatia, a Delhi-based advocate, is the 
author of Offend, Shock or Disturb: Free 

Speech Under the Indian Constitution. 
The views expressed are personal 



Seed, pesticide shopkeepers protest new law 
TRIBUNE NEws SERVICE 

HISAR, APRIL 5 
Seed and pesticide shop-
keepers in Jind onthe banner 

f the Jind District Fertiliser, 
Seed, and Pesticide Dealers 
Association staged a protest 
demonstration against the 
new law, the Insecticides 
(Haryana Amendment) Act, 
2025 and submitted a memo-
randum to the Deputy 
Speaker Krishan Middha. 
The protesters argued that 

ntoNA.AN 

they were not terTOrists, yet 
the law had imposed such 
harsh provisions on them: 
They demandeod an immedi-
ate withdrawal of these strin 
gent regulations. 
A number of seed, fertilizer. 

pesticide sellers and produc-
ers gathered outside the office 
ofthe Deputy Director of Agri-
culture in Jind. Led by district 
president Pawan Garg, they 
opposed the new law. 
Pawan Garg, leading the 

protest, said under the new 

Seeds Pesticide & Ferilizers Bealer Association 
District Jind. 

law, if seeds, fertilisers, or 
pesticides were found to be 
substandard, the seller could 
face imprisonment anditwas 
categorised as a non-bailable 
offence. They stated that 
such stringent provision was 
unjustified and argued that 
such strict laws should be for 
terrorists, not for traders. 

mitted to Assembly Deputy 
In the nmemorandum sub 

Speaker Krishan Middha, the the association pointed out 
that their opinions were not 

considered while drafting 
the law. They watned that 
this law would cripple the 
seed and pesticide industry, 
leading to massive unem 
ployment. They demanded 
that the provision making 
substandard products a non 
bailable offence be removed 
from the law. 

han Lal Redhu, Anuj, Bablu 
The protesters include Kis 

Goyal, Anil Bagri, Suresh 
Narwal, Sonu Jain, Naveen. 
Garg, and Ramu Dalamwala. 

.Members of the Jind District Fertiliser, Seed and Pesticide Dealers Association during the protest in Jind. PHOTO: VUENDER MARATHA 



Fruits of labour 

A worker harvests the wheat crop ata village on the outskirts of Gurugram on Saturday. PTL 



RANA NAYAR 

An unquiet river of memories of 20th certury Punjab 
JOURNALIST anda novelist, 
Amarjit Sidhu divides his time 
between Canada and India. 
Like him, his novels, too, tnove 
back and forth between home 

and beyond, often searching for roots in the 
cultural chaos of rootlessness. Like other 
writers from the diaspora, Amarjit also 
struggles with the questions of identity and 
meaning in a borderless world, where all cer 
titudes dissolve into a blur. 

In his first novel, No Way Home' (2010), 
he had dived into the quest of Dave, a Pun 
jabi, who is not able to complete his PhD in 
the US. He retuns to India without a green 
card, and struggles to find his bearings in 
the land of his birth. Caught in the mael 
strom of the Delhi riots of 1984, he leaves for 
Canada, an overload of memories strapped 
to his back, a Sisyphean burden. 

In his second novel, 'A River Runs Back', 
he returns to unpack some of those long-for 

gotten, submerged memories, and create a 

fascinating story of the four generations of 
Raigarhias moving back and forth 
between an inconspicuous village, Raigarh, 
and the plantations ofRangoon (where one of 
their ancestors had worked as a medical doc 
tor during the British Raj, the semi-royal cor 
ridors of Patiala (where one of the sisters, 
Hardev, was married) and the intellectual 
climes of Oxford (where she studied briefly). 

Howeve, the entire burden of genera 
tional memory is bome by Bibiji (nee Avtar 
Behanji), 80-year-old childless widow, 
who, like her ancestral house, witnesses the 
slow destruction of her family and its her 
itage. The floodgates of memory are thrown 
open once Bibiji gets the news of her 
younger brother Baljit Singh's sudden 
death. Baljit had not been able to make 
much ofhis life, despite possessing a degrec 
in engineering, and had mostly lived of his 
wife, who taught geography in a school. 

Bibiji wanted him to return to the village 
and take charge ofhis lands, but the more she 

A RMER RUNS BACK 
by Amarjt Sidhu. 
Speaking Tiger. 

Pages 248. F499 

insisted, the móre he felt epulsed by this 
idca. Since he had marricd against the wish 
es of his family, he didn't want his wife to be 
disrespected' by anyone, least of all Bibiji. 
his sister, who wouldn't so much as register 
her presence on family occasions, cvet: Most 
of his time was spent on travelling acTOSs the 
country, as very time he sold off a slice of 
ancestral land, hewouldgo out to cplore one 
business possibility or another Somehow, all 

his ventures had ended up in smoke. Memo 
ries continue to seep through, in spurts, as 
Bibiji travels from her village to Ludhiana to 
attend Baliit Singh's cremation. Memories 
that form the very tapestry of this novel are 
oftennot easyto handle, as once pricked, they 
have a way of spilling over, even overwhelm 
ing us. This is what offers a real challenge to 
a novelist, when he sits down to arange and 
rearrange them into a well-ordered fictional 
universe. Amarit has met this challenge as a 
master craftsman, in the process unspooling 
apowerful novel, poetic and unputdownable. 

While Amarjit dexterously uses memories 
for structuring the events and defning the 
characters, he ingenuously transforms the 
familial/social space of the novel into a 
debating arena for awide spectrum ofideas. 
Going bevond, he also offers a gentle, unob 
trusive critique of these ideas. We come 
away from the novelwonderingwhether the 
Gandhian notion of suadeshi or villagecen 
tric life was more enduring than the Nehru 
vian concept of progress and modernity; or 

how and in what different ways our political 
decision to importAmericanPL480 or 'Sovi 
et Land' had impacted our lives, relation 
ships and/or ideological bearings in the 
1960s; whether democracy has only given 
rise to political expediency or changed peo 
ple's lives, too; or when and howour villages 
imperceptibly became haunted spaces, 
what with greed for land and mindless 
urbanisation becoming endemic. 

All in all, A River Runs Back' is a quiet 
lament on the passing away of an era, a dirge 
on the 20th century feudal Punjabi society, 
going through spasms of generational 
shifts, a la Chekhoy, who, too, had hinted at 
a similar shift in the 19th century Russian 
society in many of his plays. 

Amarjit's memory täle, though disturbing, 
is extremely well-told, and the way he blends 
gentle, lingering sadness with sudden, unex 
pected flashes of humour, it throws us back, 
once again, to dear old Chekhov. 

-The writer is a former 
professor of English, PU 
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