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Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare

Indore is ready to host the 1st Agriculture Deputies
Meeting (ADM) of Agriculture Working Group (AWG)

under India’s G20 Presidency

Posted On: 12 FEB 2023 3:04PM by PIB Delhi

The 1st  ADM, a three-day event, will be held at Indore during 13-15 February 2023. Around a hundred
delegates from G20 member countries,  guest countries and International Organizations are expected to
participate in the meeting.

Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan will inaugurate the exhibition on the first day
of the three-day meeting. Millets and its value-added food products along with stalls from Animal Husbandry
and Fisheries will be a major attraction of this exhibition.

During the 1st ADM of Agriculture Working Group, two side events have been scheduled on Day One to
deliberate on agriculture related matters. Day Two will witness the esteemed presence of the Union Civil
Aviation Minister Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia following which there will be general discussion among the
participating members and International Organizations.

Day Three will be dedicated to the deliberations on the key deliverables of the AWG. It will be a technical
session with  round about  discussions  and participation from all  concerned members  and international
organizations.  

During the event, the delegates will get to experience the rich Indian history through heritage walk to Rajwada
Palace and excursion to Mandu Fort. Gala dinners and cultural performances will provide a taste of Indian
cuisine and culture.

***

SNC/PK/MS

(Release ID: 1898485)
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India projects record food output 
lion tonnes in the 2022-23 crop 
year (July-June), up 444 million 
tonnes from the previous year. 

In 2020-21, the country pro-
duced 109.59 million tonnes of 
wheat. The following year, the 
winter staple's output had fallen 
2.5% due to a heatwave, prompt-
ing a ban on export in May 2022. 

Rice production is estimated 
million 

export of non-premium rice in 

Sept 2022 due to rising exports, 
fearing domestic shortage. 

Despite the robust output esti-
mates, food inflation came in at 
6.1% in January on the back of 
higher wheat prices. 

The output of coarse cereals 
has been pegged at 52.72 million 
tonnes in the current crop year, 
up 1.62 million tonnes from the 
previous year.Pulse production 
is estimated at 27.81 million ton-
nes in 2022-23 as gainst 27.3 mil 
lion tonnes in the previous year. 

HT Correspondent 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: India's foodgrain pro-
duction is projected to be a record 
323.55 million tonnes in 2022-23, 
driven by rice and wheat output, 
according to the second of the four 
quarterhy estimates, the agricul-
ture ministry said on Tuesday. 

Total foodgrain production is at 130.83 

likely to be 7.93 million tonnes 
higher against the previous 

year's output. Wheat production 
is estimated at record 112.18 mil-

tonnes in 
2022-23 crop year, up 1.36 mil-
lion tonnes from the previous 
year, an oficial statement said. 

Yet, the government had curbed 



SIS Biotechnology Industry 
Research Assistance Council birac 

(A Government of India Enterprise) 
ignite Innevate Incubote 

INVITES PROPOSALS 
for 

Development, validation & pre-commercialization 
of products/technologies 

in the areas of 
Agriculture and Secondary Agricuture 

Veterinary Sciences and Aquaculture 

Energy and Environment 

Healthcare 

i4 (Intensifying the Impact of Industrial Innovation) 

Supports INDUSTRY through: 

SBIRI (Small Business Innovation Research Initiative 

BIPP (Biotechnology Industry Partnership Programme) 

PACE (Promoting Academic Research Conversion to Enterprise) 

Supports ACADEMIA through: 

AIR (Academic Innovation Research) 

.CRS (Contract Research Scheme) 

For online application and scheme details, please log on to 
BIRAC website (www.birac.nic.in) 

Last date for submission of proposals: 31 March, 2023 tup to 5:30 pm 
For queries, please contact: GM & Head- Investment, BIRAC Email: investment.birac@gov.in 
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Inflation targeting won't be very effective if 

agriculture can't deal with climate vagaries 

t6.5%, retail inflation in January surprised 

everyone on the upside. With inflation once 

again going above the 6% upper limit of the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)'s threshold, the 

consensus about the central bank's February 25 basis 

point rate hike being the last in the current cycle has 

begun to fray. To be sure, the April meeting of the 

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) will have the 

benefit of having February's Consumer Price Index 

(CP) data and, more importantly, a better idea about 

this year's wheat harvest. The former will pretty much 

ascertain the validity of the MPC's inflation forecast of 

5.7% for the quarter ending March and the latter will 

be crucial for future trajectory of wheat and, therefore, 

cereal inflation. Wheat inflation stood at 25% in 

January while cereals, as a whole, saw inflation of 16%. 

Things can go in two directions as of now. 

First, the better-case scenario. A bumper wheat crop 

and (possibility of) a normal monsoon eases cereal 

prices even as the anticipated weakening of overall 
economic momentum reduces some pressure on core 

inflation numbers. Here, economic policy will have to 

pivot towards growth at some point, which intuition 

suggests will happen around the middle of the year as 

the 2024 general election comes closer. The only 
unknown in this scenario is the economic situation 
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and monetary policy direction in advanced economies, 

especially the US. Second, the not-s0-good scenario. A 

premature heatwave-it is too early to rule this out-

leads to sub-par yields for wheat, EI Nino weakens the 
monsoon, and hurts the kharifoutput. Cereal prices 
continue to increase and trigger a wage-price spiral in 

the economy. This will put pressure on the 

government to reverse its food subsidy reduction and 

may wel impact the capex spending in the Budget. 

Any aggressive tightening of interest rates by RBI will 
only add to the growth problem. 

Either is possible, but a caveat on inflation'targeting 

may be relevant here. Inflation targeting is hailed as 

the gold standard of prudent macroeconomic policy 
where the central bank manages the balance between 

prices and growth without the governmene's 
intervention. The reality, as the cereal price driven 
inflationary spike shows, is that this is often beyond 

the abilities of monetary policy. Interest rates, in this 

specitic case, may not be able to deflate demand for 
cereals-not that such an end is even desirable. As the 

climate crisis increáses unçertainty in agricultural 
production, India must invest in making its farming 
more resilent. Not doing this will make inflation 

targeting more an exercise in cloud-gazing than 

anything else. 
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Coop export house inaugurated 
KARNAL, FEBRUARY 14 

Union Home and Cooperative 

Minister Amit Shah today 
inaugurated a cooperative 

export hOuse, which was earli-
er an Agro Mall constructedd 

during the previous Congress 
government in 2014. 

Addressing the gathering, 
country's first Unión Cooper-
ative Minister Shah appreciat 
edthe MLKhattar-led govern-
ment for establishing the 

Cooperative 
which would be beneficial for 
farmers and traders. 

gurated an Internet radio, 
Sahakarita Vani', for farmers 

and cooperative in_titutions. 
It will provide them scientific 

information regarding farm-
ing and animal breeding. 

Shah also laid the stone of a 
Rs 150 crore ethanol plant at 
the Panipat Cooperative Sug 
ar Mill. It will have a capacity 
of 90 kilo litre per day. 

He also laid the foundation 

OTHER PROJECTS 

Sanjhi Dairy scheme to 
provide the facility of fod 
der, vax & vet consultancy 

to landless farmers 
Internet radio, 'Sahakarita 

Vani', for farmers & cooper 
atives to provide info on 
farming, animal breeding 
Stone of a F150-cr ethanol 
plant at the Panipat Coop-
erative Sugar Mill laid 

Stone of a F200-cr coop 
milk plant at Bidwas in 
Rewari district laid 

stone of a Rs 200 crore cooper-
ative milk plant at Bidwas in 
Rewari district having a 

capacity of 5 lakh litre per day 
It will meet the requirement 
of milk in the NCR. 

export house, 

"I am happy that Khattar 
has established the export 
house in a mall. It is a sophis-
ticated place, where produc-
ers have to bring their pro-
duce and the rest of the work 
such as testing, packaging 
and exports will be done from 
here," Shah added. 

He appreciated the Khattar 
government for various initla-

tives-becoming the first 
state in the country to have 
educated panchayats, first 
kerosene-free state, getting 

the status of maximum ODF 
plus villages and pioneer in 
opening of startups. The Cooperative 
Union Minister further said Corporation presented a letter 
the day was not far when of acceptance of Rs 10,000 
besides basmati, vegetables crore to the state's Coopera-
from the state would also be tive Institutions, which will 
exported to the Gulf countries. 

Shah also started the Sanjhi 
Dairy scheme, which will pro-
vide the facility of fodder, vac- CM Khattar said they had 
cination and veterinary con-
sultancy to landless farmers. 

On the occasion, Shah inau- erative sector. - TNS 

Meanwhile, the National 

Development 

provide easy loan on less 
interest to cooperatives. 

Speaking on the occasion, 

been making efforts to 
increase exports in the coop-



Assured compensation within 
week, farmers call off protest 

Dharmapal Badala, Amarjeet 
Modi, Jagdeep Aulakh, Kap-
tan Chahal, Mandeep Nath-

Sandeep 
Sandeep Kapro. Balwan 
Lohan, Ramniwas Khedi Jal-

DEEPENDER DESWAL 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVTCE 

HISAR, FEBRUARY 14 

Farmers called off their agita-
tion following a discussion 
with the Deputy Commission-
er regarding their demands of 
the release of the pending 
compensation for the crop 

wan, Nada, 

ab and Ranbir Singh Malik, 
called on the DC and submit-
ted a memorandum to him. 

Suresh Koth, a farmer 
leader, said the DC had 
assured them that the com-

loss and to drain out water 
from the fields in various vil-
lages of the district today. 

The farmers said DC 
Uttam Singh had assured 
them that the compensation The farmers said DC 
for cotton and other kharif 
crops for the year 2021 would 
be disbursed to the affected 
farmers within a week. 

Famers stage a protest outside the Mini Secretariat in Hisar. ASHOK KUNDU 

pensation would be disbursed 
to them within a week. He 

CROPS DAMAGED IN 2021 

Uttam Singh had 
assured that the com 
pensation for the cotton 
and other kharif crops 
for the year 2021 will be 
disbursed to the affected 

Earlier, farmers hailing 
from 17 villages staged a 

protest at the Mini Sec 
retariat. he police 
blocked the entry of pro-
testers at the main gate 
after which they raised 

anti-government slogans 

Said the government had also 
been carying out girdawri of 
the fostaected mustard 
fields and appropriate com-

pensation would be given to 
the atfected farmers. 

The DC told the delegation 
that the issue of waterlogging 

Earlier, farmers, hailing 
from 17 villages, under the 
banner of farmers organi-
sations Samyukta Kisan 
Morcha, Pagri Sambhal Jat- Secretariat. 
ta, Bhartiya Kisan Union blocked the entry of protest-
(Bhagat Singh) and Bhartiya ers at the main gate after to hold talks with the DC. An drainage system will be put 

farmers within a week 

The police Later, the administration ber of villages are affected 
will also be tackled as a num-

invited a farmers' delegation due to the problem. The 

Kisan Mazdoor Union, which they raised anti-gov-
S 

11-member committee, in place before the next mon a 

staged a protest at the Mini ernment slogans. including Suresh Koth, soon" said Koth. 



Wholesale inflation 
eases totwo-vear 
lowof 4.73% in Jan 

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY14 

The wholesale price-based 
inflation declined to 2-year 
low of 4.73% in January on 

easing prices of manufac-
tured items, fuel and power, 
even though food articles 
turned expensive. 

This is the eight straight 
month of decline in the rate 
of wholesale price-index 
(WPI) based inflation. It was 
4.95% in December 2022 and 
13.68% in January last year. 

"Decline in the rate of infla-

INFLATION IN FOOD 
ARTICLES UP AT 2.38% 

Although inflation in 
manufactured items soft 
ened, in the case of food 
articles it rose to 2.38% 
in January, from () 1.25% 
in December, 2022 

Inflation in pulses was 
2.41%, while in vegetables 
it was () 26.48%. Inflation 
in oil seeds was () 4.22% 
in January, 2023 

Fuel and power basket 
inflation eased to 15.15%, 
from 18.09% in December 
2022. In manufactur�d 
products, it was 2.99%, 
against 3.37% in 
December, 2022 

tion in January,2023 is prima-
rily contributed by mineral 
oils, chemicals & chemical 
products, 
petroleum& natural gas, tex 
tiles, and food products," the 
Commerce and Industry 
Ministry said on Tuesday. 

The decline in the rate of 
price rise was mainly due to a 
favourable base effect, econo 
mists said, adding that going 
orward, softening commodi-
prices would help ease WPI 
nlation further 

textiles, crude 

December, 2022. 
Inflation in pulses was 

2.410, while in vegetables it 
was () 26.48%. Inflation in 
oil seeds was () 4.22% in. 
January, 2023. 

Fuel and power basket 
inflation eased to 15.15%, 
from 18.09% in December in Although inílation 

manufactured items soft-
ened, in the case of food 
aracles it rose to 2.38%0 in 
January, from () 1.25% in 

2022. In manufactured 
products it was 2.99%, 
against 3.37% in Decem-
ber, 2022.-PTI 



SECONDARY STEEL SCRAP RECYCLING 
INDUSTRY IN CRISIS 

Dear Hon'ble Finance Minister, 
Government of India, 

The industry association seeks an urgent intervention from you 
to save the Steel Scrap Recycle industry from business disruption 
caused by GST malpractices by unorganized suppliers. 

Issues faced by the industry: 

1. Local scrap dealers or traders are billing scrap on fraudulent GST bills, collecting GST from 
manufacturers along with the material bill, but not depositing the funds with the department. There is 
currently no mechanism available on the GST portal to verify the deposit of GST or the authenticity of 
bills. As a result of which frequent raids and notices from tax authorities are being sent to 
manufacturers seeking details of scrap purchased from scrap dealers. 

2. This is also followed by a disallowance in GST credits to manufacturers on an assumption that the 
credit distributed by the scrap dealers is irregular. 

3. Disruption in supply chain by restriction of entry of goods supplied by scrap dealers into the factory 

premises of the manufacturers. At times, the manufacturers are directed to not deal with certain scrap 
dealers leading to disruptions in the production cycle. 

Proposed solution under reverse charge mechanism on sales to manufacturers 

Create distinct entries in the GST schedules, 
preferably with distinct Harmonized System 
of Nomenclature (HSN) codes or sub code 
and notify old scrap under reverse charge 
mechanism on sales to manufacturers 

Kindly notify metal scrap under reverse 

charge mechanism on sales to 

manufacturers 
Exempting the supply of metal scrap from GST 
when it is sold by various serap dealers, except 
for the last leg of the chain when it is sold to 

manufacturers. In that case, the GST would be 
collected from the manufacturers through a 
reverse charge mechanism. The implementation 

of RCM is expected to increase tax collection 
rom manufactures by approximately INR 6,800 

Crores. A notable scenario on similar fact 
pattern is that of Goods Transport Agency's 
(GTA) Services. 

Introduce separate entries in the GST schedules 
and HSN codes or Sub Code for the oid scrap and 
new scrap. The association requests if the proposal 
cannot be applied to both scraps, it should at least 
be considered for old scrap as it contributes to a 
cleaner environment and decarbonisation with net 
zero carbon emission and sustainable 
development, making it deserving of a beneficial 
consideration under GST. 

About the industry 
The Steel Serap Industry in India is a significant contributor to the total steel production, 
accounting for around 35%. It also contributes 2% to the national GDP, providing ample 
employment opportunities. Steel Scrap processing is backbone for "Mission Green Steel". In line 
with the National Steel Policy 2017 (NSP 17), it is projected that the contribution from ferrous 
Scrap to the Goods and Services Tax (GST) will increase to INR 35,000 crores by 2030. 

NOTE: ALL THE DETAILS HAVE BEEN SHARED WITH RESPECTIVE GST STAKEHOLDERS ON A 1:1 BASIS 
BY ALL INDIA INDUCTION FURNACE ASSOCIATION, INDUCTION FURNACE ASSOCIATION MANDI 
GOBINDGARH, INDUCTIiON FURNACE ASSOCIATION OF NORTH INDIA, STEEL MANUFACTURERS 
ASSOCIATION OF MAHARASHTRA, AND INDUCTION FURNACE ASSOCIATION OF UTTAR PRADESH 
IRON AND STEEL REROLLERS ASSOCIATION MADHYA PRADESH. COLLECTIVELY. 

AlIFA 



OUTPUT OF FOOD 
GRAIN SET TO HIT 
RECORD 323.5MN 

TONNES: CENTRE 
NEW DELHI: India's food grain 
production is projected to be a 

record 323.55 million tonnes in 
2022-23, driven by rice and wheat 
output, according to the second of 
the four quarterly estimates, the 

agriculture ministry said on Tues 
day. Total food grain production is 
likely to be 7.93 million tonnes 
higher against the previous year's 
output. Wheat production is esti-
mated at record 112.18 million ton-
nes in the 2022-23 crop year (July-
June), up4.44 million tonnes from 
the previous year. P 



Highlightingmenace, farm activists 
take stray cattleto Ambala DCsottice 
AMBALA, FEBRUARY 14 INVITE MLAs TO To highlight the stray cattle 

menace, farm activists, under 
the banner of the BKU (Sha-
heed Bhagat Singh), today 
reached outside the DC's 
office with hundreds of ani-
mals in their tractor-trailers. 

The farmers brought a large 
number of cattle in tractor-
trailers from across the dis 

HUG THE CcowS 

The farmers have 

brought cattle from across 
the district and we invIte the 

BJP MLAs and leaders to 
come and hug the cattle. 
They can even take the 

catte to thelr respective 
homes. Teveer Singh, FARMERS LEADER 

trict and gathered near the 
city grain market. They took 
out a march, raised anti-gov-
ernment slogans and reached 
outside the DC's office with 
the stray cattle. 

Sukhvinder Singh, block-1 
chief of the union, said "The 
farmers are struggling to pro-
tect their 'fasal' and 'nasal'. 
The cattle are not only damag-

ing the crops, but people are 

losing their lives too, as these 

cattle have become a cause of 

accidents. Despite repeated 
requests, the administration 
and the government have 

failed to shift the animals" 

The farnmers parked their 

<<A tractor-trailer laden with 
stray cattle in Ambala. 

with the administration and 
after meeting the DC, it has 
been decided to shift the cattle 
to gaushalas..if the adminis-
tration fails to fulfil its promis-
es, we'll be forced to protest." 

The DC said, "The cattle 
have been shifted to the 
gaushalas. Also, the BDOS 
have been directed to make 

tractor-trailers carrying the 
cattle, on the main road near 
the DC office, where several 

major offices, police stations 
and district court are situated. 

day...we aim to make Ambala 
stray cattle-free and later, we 
will run similar drives.in oth-
er districts too." 

Later, a delegation of farm-
ers held a meeting with DC 
Priyanka Soni and lifted their 
dharma after she gave them 
the assurance of shifting the 
cattle to gaushalas. 

BKU (SBS) district chief 
Gurmeet Singh said, "We did-
n't want any confrontation 

Farm leader Tejveer Singh 
said, "When the government 
is imposing taxes and the BJP 

obtains votes in the name of 

cows, why the same cows are 

being forced to live on roads 
and eat polythene? We are 

here to observe 'cow hug 

arrangements at the block lev-
el as per the government 

guidelines."-TNS 



Cabinet nod for 2 lakh agri credit, 
dairy cooperative societies in 5 yrs 

TRIBUNE NEws SERVICE BOOSTING CO0P MOVEMENT 
99,000 63,000 NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 15 

Seeking to strengthen the 
cooperative movement in the 
cOuntry, the Union Cabinet 

today approved setting up of 2 

lakh primary agriculture cred-
it societies (PACS) and dairy-
fishery cooperatives in left-out 
villages and panchayats over 
the next five years. 

Briefing the media after a 
Union Cabinet meeting 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Information 
and Broadcasting Minister 
Anurag Thakur said of the 
nearly 99,000 PACS across 
the country, 63,000 were 
functional. There still were 

CREDITSOCETES FUNCTIONAL 

16L 21 
PANCHAYATS 

WITHOUT 
CREDITSOCETES COOPERATVES 

PANCHAYAISS 
WITHOUT DARY 

REACHING GRASSROOTS 
Famers to get linkages 
to market produce 

Their income will 
be enhanced 

Credit facilities at vilage level 

7newITBPbattalionsforLAC 
1.6 lakh panchayats without TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 
PACS and nearly 2 lakh with-
out any dairy cooperative NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 15 

society, he said. The Cabinet In a major push to counter 
approved steps to strengthen. Chinese manoeuvres on the 
the cooperative movement in border, the government today 
the country and deepen its sanctioned a proposal to hire 

reach at the grassroots level. 
The Union Ministry of 

Cooperation has formulated a 4,800 CR PLAN FOR VILLAGES 

plan to establish viable PACS 
in each uncovered panchayat, new battalions for the Indo-

viable dairy cooperatives in Tibetan Border Police (ITBP), 
each uncovered panchayat or a forcethat guards the Line of 

village and viable fishery Actual Control (LAC). 

cooperatives in each, coastal 
panchayat or village, the gov new operational base for the nel on the Nimu-Padam-Dar- been engaged in a standoff 
ernnent said in a statement. ITBP and the construction of cha road to provide all-weath in Ladakh since 2020. 

INDIA CHINA 

LADAKH 

areas of Ladakh. Briefing the 
media, Union Minister 
Anurag Thakur said the deci-
sion on the new battalions 

LAC was taken at a meeting of the 
Cabinet Committee on Secu-&K 

rity (CCS), chaired by the PML 
The ITBR having a 

strength of 90,000 personnel, 
was raised in the aftermath of 

the 1962 Chinese aggression 
and it is tasked with guarding 
the 3,488-km-long LAC. The 
force is working along with 
the Army even as the Indian 
and Chinese militaries have 

9,400 personnel to raise seven 
TUNNEL TO LADAKH 
Nod for constnuction ALONG LAC BACK PAGE 
of Shinun La tunnel 
for altweather con 

nectvity to Ladakh 
41kmHong tunnel wil be bu 
ata cost of 1681 crby Dec 2025 

The Cabinet also approved a 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 cONTINUED ON PAGE 9 the 4.1-km Shinkun La tun- er connectivity to the frontier 



Cabinetnod for 2 lakh agri credit, dairy. 
Initially, 2 lakh PACS, dairy 
or fishery cooperatives eries and Aquaculture Infra-
would be established over structure Development 
the next five years. The (FIDF) under the Depart high-level inter-ministerial 
action plan for implementa- ment of Fisheries. 
tion of the project shall be 

Yojana (PMMSY), and Fish- employment opportunities of PACS have already been 

prepared by the Ministry of 
Cooperation," Thakur said, 
dding these had been circu-

lated to all states and UTs on 
The Cabinet decision chairmanship of Home and January 5 for their adoption 

in rural areas. 
The I&B Minister said a 

committee (IMC) under the 

preparedd by NABARD, would help in providing peo- Cooperation Minister Amit after making 
National Dairy Develop-

suitable 
ple with requisite forward Shah was being constitut- changes in their respective 

ment Board (NDDB) and and backward linkages to ed, which would also state cooperative Acts. 
National Fishery Develop- market their produce, include the ministers of These model bylaws will 

enhance their income and Agriculture, Fisheries and enable them to undertake 
ment Board (NFDB)," it said. 

The government also said obtain credit facilities and Animal Husbandry and more than 25 business activi-there were a number of other services at the village Dairying. The secretaries schemes that had been iden-
ties, whichinclude dairy, fish-

tified for corvergence under 
the new plan. These include eties that cannot be revived 
National Programme for will be identified for winding state and district levels had LPG/CNGipetrol/diesel dis-
Dairy Development ONPDD), 

level itself, it said. 
Primary cooperative soci-

concerned of the ministriess ery, setting up of godowns, 
will also be on the panel. 

Committees at national, 
procurement of foodgrains, 

fertilisers, seeds, 

up and new ones would be also been envisaged to tributorship, short-term and 
and Dairy Processing & established in their area of ensure focused and effective 
Infrastructure Development operation, the government execution of the action plan, Fund (DIDE) under the 
Department of Animal Hus-
bandry and Dairying; Prad-
han Mantri Matsya Sampada eties 

said, adding that the estab-
lishment of new PACS, dairy increase the viability of PACS 
or fishery cooperative soci and diversify their business correspondent 

long-term credit, custom hir-
ing centres, common service 
centres, fair price shops, com-
munity irrigation, business 

activities, 
generate activities, the model bylaws common service centres, etc. 

the minister added. "Tb 

would 



Farmers hold a protest in Ferozepur on Wednesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO 

Not allowed to till 
land across fence, 
famers blockroad 
OUR CORRESPONDENT THEIR COMPLAINT 

In 1989, the fence was FEROZEPUR, PEBRUARY 15 

Hundreds of farmers belong erected following the 
ing to Dona Telu Mal and sur instructions of the Centre. 
rounding villages along the Ona request of the BSF, Indo-Pakistan border contin-
ued their dharna on the sec- famers cleared the land of 
ond consecutive day today in Wild growth and started 
front of the District Adminis- farming. Now, they are not 

being allowed to enter the 
fields by the BSFand the 

blocked the national highway administration. Ranjit, ALAER 

trative Complex (DAC) here. 
agitated The farmers 

while protesting against the 
move to prevent them from ers belonging to DTMall and 

tilling the fields across the surrounding villages had 
fence. The protest was led by been stopped to till the land. 

"In 1989, the fence was 
erected following the instruc 

Gurmeet Singh, district tions of the central goverm-
ment. On the request of the 
BSE the farmers cleared the 
land of wild growth and start 

been tiling the government edfarming. And now they are 
not being allowed to enter the 
fields," said Ranjit. Around 

some people have started cul- 2,500 acres are situated across 
tivating the land allegedly in the fence of which around 

1,100 acres are under the pos-
session of the administration. 

Gursewak Singh, block 
president, said earlier also, 

Singh, adding that they the government had tried to 

take away the land but they 
had approached the court. 
"We are left with no other 

members of the Bharti Kisan 
Union (Ekta Sidhupur) 

president, BKU (Ekta Sid-
hupur), said farmers belong-
ing to the DT Mall area had 

land along the border for the 
past several decades. "Now, 

the connivance with the 

some bigwigs, who have pre-
vented our entry into the 

fields" alleged Gurmeet 

would not lift the dharna 
until they were allowed to 

cultivate their land. 
Ranjit Singh, farmer union 

leader, said around 60 farm-
option but to sit on a dharna 

for our right," said Gursewak. 

iTET': 10-02-2023 
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CENTRE GIVES 
F48CR TO DELHI 
TO RESTORE MCD 
WATER BODIES 

Paras Singh 
paras@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: The central govern-
ment has sanctioned funds worth 
47.7 crore for restoration of 
Delhi's water bodies maintained 
by the Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi (MCD) with large-scale land-
scaping and rejuvenation work to 
be taken up at three major lakes, 
senior MCD ofticials associated 
with the project have said. 

A major part of the funds will 
be used to restore Roshanara lake 
lcrore), Naini Lake (I07 crore) 
in Model Town, and Welcome 
Jheel in Shahdara (T10.2 crore ), a 
senior ofticial from the engineer 
ing department said on Tuesday. 
"Rest of the funds worth 16 crore 
will be spent on rejuvenation work 
of 18 smaller ponds located in the 
ural belt in Najafgarh, Narela and 
South zone,"the official added. 

At the Naini Lake, the restora-
tion work will mostly consist of 
supplying treated wastewater and 
development of public space 
around it, oiicials said. Currently, 

the lake is being fed by groundwa-
ter using pumps. "The restoration 
project will involve utilisation of 
treated wastewater to recharge the 
lake. We will also be setting up a 
pipeline network to bring treated 
wastewater from the Coronation 
Pillar sewage treatment plant 
while large-scale landscaping for 
development of public space 
around it is also on cards," a sec 
ond MCD official said. 

A few kilometres away is the 
historic Roshanara Bagh where, 
the MCD oficial said, that the res 
toration work will focus on the 
development of the lake bed, crea-
tion of a 4m-high bund around the 
periphery, walkways and land 
SCaping of the Mughalera garden 
The Delhi Jal Board has already 
developeda wastewater treatment 
plant witha capacity of cleaning 
2.25 milllon liters of drain water 
everyday which will be fed to the 
lake," the offictal said. 

For east Delhi's Welcome lake, 
the revivalproject will focus on the 
landscaping work, the official said. 

"N0.22 crore have been sanc-
tioned for this project under the 
Amrit project of the central gov 
ernment. The total area of this 
Jheel Park is 30.74 acres,"the ofi-
cial explained. 

The Centre's project will also 
take up 18 other water bodies for 
revival. 



NATIONALFEDERATION OF COOPERATIVE 
SUGAR FACTORIES LTD. 

"This Budget will make 
cooperatives a fulcrum of 

development 
of the rural economy" 

Shri Narendra Modi 

"The budget will 
be a big boost for the vital 

Cooperative Sector" 

Shri Amit Shah 
Hon'ble Minister for Home 

and Cooperation 

1propose to provide an opportunity to 
sugar co-operatives to claim payments 

made to sugarcane farmers for the period 
prior to assessment year 2016-17 as 

expenditure. This is expected to provide 
them with a relief of almost 10,000 rore 

Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman 
Hon'ble Prime Minister 

Hon'ble Finance Minister 

WE EXPRESS OUR SINCERE GRATITUDE FOR PROPOSING 
RELIEF FROM THE INCOME TAX CLAIMS TO THE COOPERATIVE 

SUGAR FACTORIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY! 

BIG THANK YOU 
The landmark proposal in the Union Budget 2023-24 provided the much needed 
relief from financial, legal and emotional distress being faced over last 30 years 

by millions of small and marginal sugarcane farmers and hundreds of 
cooperative sugar factories across the country. 

This booster dose has given a new lease of life to the Indian Cooperative Sugar 
Factories and will help transform them into vibrant business enterprises. 

Prakash Naiknavare Ketanbhai Patel Jaiprakash Dandegaonkar 
Managing Director Vice-President President 

&BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

National Federation of Cooperative Sugar Factories Ltd. 
New Delhi: www.coopsugar.org 
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Agri credit societies 
Indispensable lifeline for small and marginal farmers 

THE Union Cabinet has approved the setting up of two lakh Primary 
Agriculture Credit Societies (PACS) and dairy-fishery cooperatives over 
the next five years. The move, which comes a year and a half after the 

Centre formed the Ministry of Cooperation, is aimed at bolstering the cooper 
ativemovement and generatingjobopportunities in rural areas. PACSprovide 
short-tem loans to famers, who have to meet their requirement of seeds, fer 
tilisers, pesticides andother inputs at the startof every cropping season. Farm-
ers need torepay these crop loans at a very lowrate of interest as both the Cen-
traland state governments chip inwith their contributiorns. Timelyepayment 
of loans entitles them to an incentive in the form of interest subvention. 

With around 1.6 lakh panchayats still without PACS and about twvo 
lakh panchayats having no dairy cooperative society, the Cabinet's 
decision will help in ensuring last-mile coverage of these societies, 
which have crores of farmers as their members. The ground situation, 
however, is not very encouraging. More than one-third of the nearly one 
lakh existing PACS in the country are non-functional. According to an 
RBI report released last year, one-fourth of the 63,000-odd functional 
societies are running into losses, with the PACS's non-performing 
assets amountihg to over Rs 72,000 crore. These sobering figures indi-
cate that all is not well with the functioning of agriculture credit soci-
eties. With farmers being a major vote bank, political and electoral con 
siderations adversely impact the recovery of loans. Lending societies 
remain under pressure to go soft on the defaulters or write off debts. 

Last year, the Centre had initiated the computerisation of PACS in a 
bid to enhance their efficiency and bring transparency and accountabil-ity in their operations. There is also a dire need to strike a balance between sustaining credit flow in the agriculture sector and maintaining the financial health of the PACS. Plugging the gaps in the loan repay-ment mechanism is a must for strengthening the time-tested coopera-tive model and ensuring the viability of the credit societies, which are an indispensable lifeline particularly for small and marginal farmers. 



Department of Sclence Technology 
& Environment, Govt of Punjab 

Punjab State Gouncll for 

Science Technology 

National innovationt 
Foundation 

GRIP GRASSROOT INNOVATORS OF PUNJAB 
Fostering Transformation through Empowering GRIP 

Punjab State Council for Science & Technology, Department of Science 
Technology & Environment, Govt of Punjab in collaboration with National 

Innovation Foundation of Department of Science & Technology, Govt. of 

India is taking a pioneering initiative to strengthen the grassroot 
innovations of Punjab. 

Applications are invited for Innovations pertaining to novel products& precesses that can solve unmet needs or challenges of Individuals or communities 

Who can apply Prizes 
The innovotors such as artsans, forme 
stucients, self employed entrepreneurs one 
individualsin.rural& urban ar 

Prizes from Rs. 5000/-to 50,000- to 

lectedinnovato 

Facilitation Support 

PProtection 
LAST DATE 
07.03.2023 ase tNatlonal & state 

Linkage for Valldation& 

Scale-up 

For more detalls vist 
www.pscst.puniab.gov.in 

Apply using the following linkc 
https://torms.gle/wttkiLmEVmnFrKNx6 

Further information, corrigendum etc, if any, in this regard Will be uploaded on Our 

website and no separate notice will be published in the newspaner 

Punjab State Council for Science & TechnoloEy 

Denartment of Science, Technology & Environment, Govt. of puniah 

MGSIPA Complex, Sector 26, Chandigarh 160019, 0172-279 2325 
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