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{ {THIS was the second full day with-
out food. We were all suffering
from dehydration. Didn't know
how much longer the men and {
could go without nourishment as we
had already been without food for 60
hours..l glanced at my watch, It's
exactly 9.22 am, Monday 22nd October
1962, T was prisoner of Chinese Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army. At this time, 1
was without food for 66 hours;
exhausted, hungry, unshaven,
despondent,” (Himalayan Blunder;
page 390, Brigadier John P Dalvi),
That's what happens to sovereign
nation's fighters without food, owing
to the criminal negligence of the state
machinery to supply provisions from
the benign base to the burning border
of the Himalayan highland. China
inflicted a one-month-long humiliat-
ing military blow, thereby ruthlessly
exposing the food crisis in the kitchen
of the frontier fighters, which com-
pelled the hungry warriors to experi-
ence the prison of the foe, Clearly,
wars invariably create a food crisis,
both in the frontier and farmhouse.
Fortunately, however, global wars
have always been at a distance unlike
the one in 1962 which was fought with-
in India’s own territory. Nevertheless,
World War IT still stands as the most

destructive and catastrophic famine

Romanov Czar's and under-
mdhumannndthdr which
kept the logistics line alive. Hence, the
finng fusillade by the emaciated
French fighters was of no use, except
facing an inevitable rout as their stam-
ach was without food, The 1812 French
disaster was a historical inevitability,
Contextually, today’s Russia-
Ukraine conflict, too, has created an
unprecedented global panic pertain-
ing 1o food production, consumption
and distribution. From Tokyo to
Chicago, Delhi to Dhaka, Canada to

potentially compounds the complica-
tions of combat is its unpredictable
duration and endurance. Despite the
six-month bloodshed, there's no gign
of any peace. Far from it. The
increased flow of lethal weapons from
the West to the armoury of Ukraine
and the resultant Russian retaliation

~make the peace prospect & mirage,

Nevertheless, a realisation is dawn-
ing that it's got to be a food-world:
beyand a fighting-world, first and
foremost. Thus, Delhi's neighbour
Dhaka, despite being the world's
third biggest rice producer — 3,60
crore tonnes annually — is finalising
deals with India and Vietnam to
impoart 3,30,000 tonnes to replenish its
reserves and cool the yoaring domes-
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tic prices owing 1o the war effects.
India is today the second ranked rice
(12 crore tonnes) and third biggest
wheat (10.04 crore tonnes) produm
and also an exporter thereof,

the globe. In fact, “double cropping”
mumwmmmm.
bigger role in the world grain market
unmmmummm
o untapped. who were used
to the Asian and products.
The. Ukniuw)ln. ‘thus, opened
profitable ways for the gran to new

buyers from surplus wheat producers, ,

Ukraine down has meant the USA up.
For Japan, however, food has always
been an area of concern owing to its
island The concern aggra-
vates when the wat is long-drawn and
Mmmmnem
the ninth biggest rice producer (77
lakh tonnes) of the world, remains an
importer. The remote Russia-Ukraine
mﬂMWJmﬂ into boost-
ing its defence spending. But the
proximate Taiwan Strait tension is the
real security challenge with “shrivel-
ling rice paddies”. What's ominous is
the alleged “abandonment of rice pad-

mwhwhmmﬂw
Mambmmm
China/Thiwan strait. The
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