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HISAR, SEPTEMBER 4

A sum of Rs 693.25 crore has
been spent by the state gov-

ernment in its effort to check -

farm fires by way of crop
residue management over
the past four years.

The government support-
ed the farmers in ferms of
subsidies on crop residue
management as 31,466 cus-
tom hiring centres (CHCs)
were set up, besides provid-
ing 41,331 individual farm-
ers to provide machinery to
adopt alternative practices of
disposing off paddy straw.

However, the area under
paddy straw burning has
gone up over the years with
the Agriculture Department
data revealing 3.54 lakh
hectare burnt area out of total
14.63 lakh hectares underrice
cultivation in 2021. This is the
highest over the past four

CENTRAL FUNDS FOR MGMT

OF CROP RESIDUE
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201819 | T137.84cr
201920 | T192.06 cr
2020-21 f T70cr |
2021-22 | ¥193.35¢cr |

years as the burnt area in
2018, 2019 and 2020 was 2.45
lakh hectares, 2.37 lakh
hectares and 2.16 lakh
hectares, respectively.

The information procured
via RTI from the Union Min-
istry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare revealed
that the Centre released Rs
137.84 crore in 2018-19 of
which Rs 132.86 crore was
utilised. Similarly, Rs 192.06
crore was released in 2019-20
of which Rs 101.49 crore was
utilised. Next year (2020-21),
the Centre released Rs 170
crore, while Rs 205.75 was
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spent. In 2021-22, Rs 193.35
crore was released and Rs
151. Sﬁcromwas spent.

Agriculture expert Dr
Ram Kumar said the Agri-
culture Department seemed
to be in a deep slumber as
the paddy harvesting sea-
sonwas about a month away
when the problem of straw
burning was likely to create
problems again.

“] suspect a huge scam like
one detected in Punjab in the
subsidies issued to the CHCs
for crop residue management
in Haryana as well. Shock-
ingly, there is no audxt of

Haryana as well. Shockingly,
_4’_.@!&andsuwdies.nrhulmm

these CHCs and subsidies.
The implements procured by
the CHCs by availing 80 per
cent subsidies are not being
utilised,” he said.
sHarpal Singh, sarpanch of
Dharsul village in Fatehabad,
said the farmers were not yet
ready to adopt crop-residue
management measures,
Chaudhary Charan Singh
Haryana Agriculture Univer-
sity (HAU) Vice-Chancellor
Prof BR Kamboj said straw
burning was a matter of con-
cern not only in Haryana, but
also in various parts of the
Asia-Pacific region.
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