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LATE MONSOON
REVIVAL BOOSTS
FARM OUTLOOK

NEW DELHI: A late revival of the
monsoon has brightened farm
prospects, enabling a swift
catch-up in sowing deficits of
kharif crops that supply half of
India’s annual food output, data
from the farm ministry show. The
overall area planted with a range
of crops, which was smaller due
to erratic rains just weeks ago,
now stands slightly above the nor-
mal limit, which is an average of
the past five years, the data show
as on September 16. P2
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Late monsoon revival may help
recover deficit in kharif output
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NEW DELHE: A late revival of the
monsoon has brightened farm
prospects, enabling a swift
catch-up in sowing deficits of
kharif crops that supply half of
India’s annual food output, data
from the farm ministry show.
The overall area planted with
a range of crops, which was
smaller due to erratic rains just
weeks ago, now stands slightly
above the normal limit, which is
an average of the past five years.
- At 109.2 million hectares,
acreage has surpassed the aver-
age of 108.5 million hectares, the
data show as on September 16.
To be sure, the area under
rice, oilseeds dnd pulses is still
lower than last year as heavy
rainfall in some states and dry
conditions in others hammered
crops. But the sowing deficits in
each of these have narrowed. As
rainfall recovered, farmers acted

swiftly to sow crops,
il

The area under rice remains
lower than last year. PTIFILE

millets, whose area has jumped
4.2% to 18 million hectares.

The area under pulses stood
at13.1 million hectares, the data
showed, bridging the C
of about 6% in August to 4.1%
now. »

The sowing deficit in paddy,
which was nearly 18% in July,
has been gradually tapering, and
narrowed to 4.5% at 39.9 million
hectares. The shortfall in oil-
seeds is just 0.6% now, to stand
at 39 million hectares.

The paddy gap will remain
because not much rice can be
grown in August. The country is
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unlikely to see any serious short-
age of key items as kharif acre-
age in most states is at normal
levels, a farm ministry official
said, requesting anonymity.
“The revival in monsoon is
very good news not just because
it narrowed sowing gaps, but
also because large reservoirs are
getting filled, soil moisture is
being replenished and this is
crucial for the rabi season,” said
KK Singh, head of agricultural
meteorology at the India Meteor-
ological Department. ‘
The Reserve Bank of India, in
areport released on Friday, said:
“With the late revival and spread
of the monsoon to the deficit
regions and predictions of a
delayed withdrawal, kharif sow-
ing is set to exceed last year's
acreage. Even paddy and pulses
are ngup.” ‘
Extreme weather this year hit
farm output prompting the
country to ban export of the
grain in May and put restrictions
on shipments of rice this month.
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Paddy season set to begin,
P aearsip

ByENDRA AHLAWAT
TRIBUNK NEWS sERVICE

PALWAL, SEPTEMBER 17

With paddy harvesting set to
. begin, the district authorities
have announced a drive to
curb incidents of stubble-
burning, claimed to be one of
the main causes for the gen-
eration of the bad quality of
air in the region.

“Though a total of 96 vil-
lages where paddy is grown
will be on the radar, the
authorities will give special
attention to 18 villages
included in the “red” and
“yellow” zones respectively,”

where a majority of the inci-
dents of stubble burning
were reported. While three
villages of Baswa, Biduki
and Khambi had been cate-
gorised to be in the “red
zone”, 15 villages, identified
as Mandkol, Alawalpur,
Badram, Janoli, Khajurka,
Kithwari, Rasulpur Asawa-
ta, Chajjunagar (Palwal
‘block) Sondh anq Sewali of

Hodal Block and Hassanpur,
Pinghor and Raidaska vil-
lages of Hassanpur block,
were in the “yellow” zone.
“Besides keeping a check
by the Haryana Space Appli-
cations Centre (HARSAC), a
nodal agency of the Citizen
Resources Information
Department, Haryana, for
Remote Sensing and Geo-
graphic Information System
(GIS), physical patrolling will
be carried out 24X7 by teams
the agriculture, police and
panchayat departments to
check the menace,” said Dr
Pawan ‘?Shagpa Deputy

Palwal

o check farm fires

24X7 SURVEILL

Adding that the teams
might have to halt in villages,
he said monitoring would be
done on a daily basis by a
committee headed by the DC.
He said as paddy harvesting
was expected to start withina
week and continue till Octo-
ber-end, swift action would
be taken against the viola-
tions, which include the issu-
ing of challans and registra-
tion of FIRs.

The district has a total of
25,000 hectares of area under
paddy, which includes 22,000
acres under basmati and
3,000 hectares underthe non-

imposed, along with the lodg-
ing of four FIRs.'Over 110
and 210 incidents were
recorded in the district in
2020 and 2019, respectively,
according to officials.

“As a violation invites a
fine of Rs 2500 for each
acre, an amount of Rs 1,000
per acre is also given to
those farmers who adopt
proper measures for the
proper disposal of the stub-
ble,” said the DDA.
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To improve air quality, the Palwal administration has decided to launch a drive to curb stubble-burning incidents in the district. FILE
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Modi to meet Union ministers, ‘éﬂB ASA
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Secys on economnty, commerce
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NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar- OF THE WORLD Opposition parties have been i

endra Modi will meetthecouncil  BANK'S REPORT targeting the government on the

of ministers and all secretaries  HINTING AT A issues of price rise and spiralling

later this month for a threadbare fuel prices, including cooking e

discussion on the issues of econ- GLOBAL RECESSION gas. b, g Vet e b e

omy and commerce, officials NEXT YEAR Discussions are also likely to L rREE R
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One of the officials mentioned g attract fresh investment and R e e

above said the meeting is of The meeting, to be held either  rejuvenate efforts for domestic g e ?T@W;ﬁ; e
“utmost importance” asittakes  on September 28 or 30, is likely  production under the Make in Pl ecEmme St
place in the backdrop of the to see a stock-taking of the out-  India programme, said the sec- P | e, S
World Bank's latest report which ~ comes in the two sectors. - ond official. R oy e e |
indicates that the world could ~ “All participants have been ~ “The Free Trade Agreements .| e SR
face a recession next yearamid  verbally informed, but no areamajor area for the govern- ’ s v 5 2 Sy s oo e
simultaneous tightening of mon-  agenda of the meeting hasbeen = ment and we are trying to push g gm:m:%’fmﬂ R e o
etary policy by central banks.  circulated so far to ensure free-  many of our traditional | SmEiEeenD rtenetdn: L

_ “Also, for a long time, econ- - flowing discussions on the two  ucts, such as AYUSH compo- P RSy e
omy and commerce have not vital topics,” said the second offi- nents, into the WTO main- ] e B I
been discussed at such meet-  cial. stream,” said the official. | - e |
ings,” the official added. Another looming issueisthe  So far, India has signed 13 5 e

With just 20 months left for ~ soaring retail inflation thathas  FTAs across the world and is L {SUNDAY LETTERS | ' k3

the next general election, the grown to 7% in August — the now eyeing such agreements | ondahendfor UK | 1 timeto buld reglonal clnats sy, | of
meeting is also intended toiden-  eighth consecutive month when ~ with the UK and Canada. Do | memimSetiemen
tify priority areas and political the Consumer Price Index ations are also on for an FTA T | B L
tasks, said the official. ~ remained above the 6% mark,  with the European Union. Source HT 18.09.2022 Delhi Edition
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