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n- HEW DELHI: India's summer-
st | sown rice output could dip by up
It | to12million tonnes due toa par-
e | tial drought but the country will
t | still havea surplus of the staple, a
) | senior official said on Friday, a
| dayafter the government curbed
exports to put a lid on rising
cereal prices.
Union food secretary Sudhan-
shu Pandey said paddy output
will go down in four states with
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‘ based on previous

total area sown and expected
yields, he said.

Pandey said that the paddy
acreage is lower by 3.8 million
hectare so far this kharif season
because of less rains in many
states. “Loss of production of rice
may be 10 million tonnes and in
the worst case it can be 12 million
tonnes this year.” According to
Pandey, paddy sowing is lower by
2.5 million hectares in West Ben-

scient rainfall, but in others,
where the monsoon was robust,
yields will likely go up. On bal-
ance, the country will be ina sur-
plus based on previous reserves,
the total area sown and expected
yields, he said.
The Centre Is sitting on a stock
of 47MT of rice, including rice

of unmilled paddy, as
of July 1. The buffer stock

Pandey pointed out that the
paddy acreage is lower by 38
lakh (3.8 million) hectare so far
this kharif season because of low
rainfall in many states The

~ kharif season contributes about
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ddy output from 4 states
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80 % of India’s total rice produc-
tion. “Loss of production of rice
may be 10 million tonnes and in
the worst case, it can be 12 mil-
lion tonnes this year,” he told
reporters. According to the pre-
sentation made by Pandey,
paddy sowing is lower by 25 lakh
(2.5 million) hectares in four
states — West Bengal, Uttar Pra-

Bihar.
The production could be less
by 7-8MT in these four states,
Pandey to comment
on whether the government

would be in a n to con-
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Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana, a
free programme intro-

, the farm economy
held steady because of ample

But extrem ne weather this
year exposed the fragility of the
country’s agricultural system to
climate risks. In May, the gov-
ernment halted wheat export

ing. Broken rice stocks are
almost duetoa jump
pments.

why the government curbed

“At the moment this is the
first estimate. If the yield is good
in some areas, this can be com-
pensated also,” Pandey said.
m"mrhm could be a10-15% defi-

rice production. A
rice quantity has been €
Therefore, prices h:?‘?m
above MSP,” said Rahul Chau-
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decision, the incentive, which
was initially set at 22,500 per
mkﬂhﬂwmmw
21000 per acre. The scheme

will be crucial for to
dscourage iarmers from

each was to be contributed by

iband Delhi
Now, we have edeved s com:

work out the mcmﬂvemh

could be now come down to -

21,000 per acre. The ]

The cash incentive for farmers, which was initially set st $2.500

peracre, is likely to come down to 21,000 per acre.

try did not immediately respond
for on

tify ﬂglds that need to be

10 req a

Friday.
Ogchblmhebelhigov:m-

ment too did not share details

" Stubble and finding
a solution to it is one of the
15-key-focus areas identified by

on how they planned to incen-  the Delhi

tivise farmers to not burn the
residue.
But officials, who asked not
to be named, said they have
begun
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review meeting to nssess prepa-
 ration for the same, with the

agriculture department had  che
asked to get farmers In Delhito

fill'a form at the earliest to iden-

y government. based on
which it will be preparing its

winte action plan foraf poll-

But the most pressing ‘ issue
appears
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~ During the kharif season,
close
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hines by a GPS system,” he
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