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1 lakh saplings cheapern machinery, HP readles plan toboost tea plantation

BuANU P LoHUMI
TRINUNE NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, OCTOBER 3
Facing a challenge to revive
53 per cent (about 1,200
hectare) of abandoned area
under tea cultivation, the
Agriculture Department is
distributing one lakh plants
among farmers, besides
undemlnngﬁmhplantahm
in Jogindernagar, Palampur,
Dharamsalaand Jaisinghpur.
Asperaanwy,atlemzﬁll
hectare is under tea cultiva-
ton,ofwtuch 1,096 hectare is

aining 1215 b
‘tﬂ!ndoned. Nearly 5,900

LABOUR CRUNCH, NO

READY MARKET KEY ISSUES

® Nearty 5,900 growers cultivate
tea in Kangra, Mandi, Chamba

® Landholding of 96 per cent of
growers less than 0.5 hectare

® | ack of labour and marker, low
yield, high cost other key issues

® Dept plans togve one lakh plarts,
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* tea plantation in the hill state.

growers cultivate tea in the
Palampur, Baijnath, Dharam-
sala and Kangra areas of Kan-
gra district, Jogindernagar

and Karsog areas of Mandi
district and Bhattiyat of
Chamba. The landholding of
96 per cent of the growers is

less than 0.5 hectare,

The average annual produc-
tion is around 10 lakh kg, of
which 4,000 kg tea is exported

to. the UK, Germany and
MMMMM
anww
four
cooperative and 35 private tea
units, which sell 90 per cent of
the produce in Kolkata at an
avemgepnceomsmomkg.

transportation o
'lhedepurtmentlmnow

brought additional nine
hectares of land under tea cul-
tivation and revived 78
hectare by gap filling since
2021, said BR Takhi, Director,
Agriculture, adding that the
department had set a target to
distribute one lakh plants this
year, of which 40,525 had been
distributed in five circles of
Baijnath, Bhawarna, Bir,
Panchrukhi and Dharamsala.
“We are providing plants to
farmers at Rs 2 per plant on
the doorstep, We plan to give
50percmtsuhsitbcnten
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KARNAL, OCTOBER 3

With the start of the procure-
ment of the non-basmati vari-
eties by government agen-
cies, farmers are happy, but
the drasucany low yield in
the major non-basmati vari-
eties like PR-114, commonly
known as PR-14, has disap-
pointed them.

Farmers blamed dwarf dis-
ease and untimely rain at the
heading stage for the low pro-
duction as, on an average,
they are getting 15-24 quin-
tals per acre in comparison to
30-32 quintals last year.

At the same time, the good
price of their produce has
given some reasons to farm-
ers to cheer as the non-bas-
mati variety PR-114 is being
sold between Rs 2,100-2,300
per quintal, which is above
the MSP in the Karnal grain
market. As per the authori-
ties, the MSP of the grade-A
PR variety is Rs 2,060 per
quintal, while for the com-
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Farmers elated as PR-114 vanety sells at ? 2 10(}2 300 a qumta' |

- C“ ’ﬂ

per quintal.
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average, I have got only 15

input cost was much higher;”
said Jagir Singh, a farmer of
Dabri village.

Manjeet Singh from Darar
village said he had brought
paddy crop from over 3 acres,
which was sold at Rs 2,300 per

mon PR variety, it is Rs 2,040
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quintal, but the low yield had
disappointed him and other
farmers. “On an average, I
have received 22 quintals per
acre in comparison to 32 .

quintals per acre last year. I lowharth,butwﬁg
forapnceabovetlie VS|

am still in loss, as the input
cost was higher,” he added.
Mehal Singh, a farmer of
Saidpura village, who came
with 6 acres of paddy, said his
produce was sold at Rs 2,300
per quintal, while on an aver-
age, he had received 23 quin-

dent, Karnal Arhtiyas Associ-
ation, said no doubt, the pro-
duction was less this year due
- to several reasons, but the
farmers are getting good
prices this time.

Meanwhile, Deputy Com-
missioner Anish Yaday vis-
ited the grain market and
took stock of the situation.
He reviewed the process of
the issuance of the gate
passes and the procure-
ment process.

This may be due to deep
rooting of DSR crops and
less irrigation, while the
root zone in transplanted
rice is restricted only to

hard pan surface areas of
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er pad(b' varieties normally by the state govemment to
germinated six to nine days save water and a c\al
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