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Can’t abandon victims: Govt to
seek addl aid in Bhopal tragedy

38yrs on, the legal battle continues

Utkau!@»Amml

lettens @hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Emphasising that it
cannaot abandan the victims of the
1984 Bhopal gas tragedy, the
Union government on Tuesday
told the Supreme Court that it has
decided to pursue the case against
Union Carbide for additional
compensation.

A constitution bench. headed
by Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul,
was informed by Attorney Gen-
eral R Venkataramani that the
Centre will press its curative peti-
tion that was filed in 2010 seeking
com over and above the
$470 million already paid by
Union Carbide, which is now a
wholly owned subsidiary of The

curative petition. The government
cannot abandon the victims. Itisa
tragedy unfolding w Ven-
kataramani submitted before the
bench, which also comprised jus-
tices Sanjiv Khanna. AS Oka,
Vikram Nath and JK Maheshwari
The government was convey-
ingitsdecﬁalnﬁa':hadsmg:;
some nnpp_&om the five-ju
Septem

bench on ber 19 to make
up its mind on pursuing the peti-
“Through the curative plea in

2010 ’,’,’ & government sought a
of the May 1989
udgment and a 1991 order of the
‘ . Court, arguing that the
settlement was grossly inade-

wate. It sought additional funds
gf over 27,400 crore from the
‘chemical col , which was
held accountable for the loss of

mare than 5,000 lives on the night
intervening night of December
2-3,1984 when the highly danger-
ous and toxic gas, Methyl Isocyn-
ate (MIC), escaped from com-
pany’s plant in Bhopal.

Appearing on behalf of the
Union government on Tuesday,
AG Venkataramani further sub-
mitted that there is a lot of materi-
als and literature on various
aspects of liabilities and damages
that he would want to cite when
the case is finally argued.

“The WaNts 1o pro-
ceed but will need some time to
put all the materials on record. |
have gone through considerable
literature on the reopening of set-
tement and I would wish to place
a note for my lords,” the law offi-
cer added.

Appearing for some NGOs and
victims® organisations, senior
counsel Sanjay Parikh and advo-
cate Karuna Nundy commended
the Centre’s stand while making
their request to be heard in the
matter. They argued it were such
organisations which had filed the
review petition against the top
court’s main judgment in 1989,
and thus kept the case alive.

Representing the chemical
company, senfor agdvocate Sid-
G i rsi et
yers questioned the
ity of the pleas filed both by the
Union government as well as
other organisations.

petition
later. “On the other hand, the
NGOs and other groups filed a
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review petition but did not file a
curative petition. We object to the
maintainability of both the cura-
tive petition as well as the applica-
tons of impleadment by the orga-
nisations,” argued the lawyers. On
this. AG Venkataramani submit-
ted that the Centre does not have

any objection to anyone arguing
the matter. "It is a question of ade-
quacy of compensation. On what
parameters the adequacy of com-
pensation can be reopened s
that the Union govern-
ment will have a larger role to
argue on,” he added.

hearing likely from January
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Rain

TriBune NEws SErvice

KARNAL, OCTOBER 11

The fresh spell of rain today

damaged paddy grains in the

grain markets across the dis-
trict, exposing the procure-
ment arrangements made by
the market committees.
Farmers expressed fear of
facing losses due to high mois-
ture content in their produce.

Farmers said untimely rain-

fall had drenched heaps of
paddy lying in the grain mar-
kets and affected the harvest-
ing season as well “Tt may
affect the quality of the crop
too," they added.

As per the data, various
agencies have procured
58,57,696 quintals of paddy,
of which only 4228840
quintals (72 per cent) have
been lifted.

Farmers complained of the
insufficient availability of
plastic sheets to cover paddy.

They alleged that they were
forced to bring plastic sheets
from home.
It has been drizzling for

“l have been camping
here for two days to sell my
produce, but due to rainfall,

VERY FEW PLASTIC
SHEETS AVAILABLE

8 | have been camping

here for two days to sell my s

produce, but it was not
procured due to rain.
Paddy grains are soaked in
the mandi as there are
very few plastic sheets
there. Ashok Kumar, iveex

sy el .

Wet paddy bags; and (below) waterlogging at a Karnal grain market, TRIBUNE PHOTOS: SAYEED AHMED

PADDY STOCK FOUND

> SHORT BY 68K QUINTALS

| gate passes” for proxy procure-
ment In various grain

wd Markets of Karnal, a team of

it was not procured. Rain
has also soaked paddy
grains in the mandi as there
are very few plastic sheets
available there," said Ashok
Kumar, a farmer.

“We have to bring plastic

sheets from home as neither
the arhtiyas nor the officials
have provided sheets to us,"
another farmer said.
Sunder Singh Kamboj, sec-
retary, Indri market commit-
tee, said water was drained off

the CM flying squad conducted
a rald at the Jundla grain mar-
ket and at different rice mills
on Tuesday. Around 68,000
quintals paddy was not found
in stock by the squad.

Anish Yadav said all secre-
taries had been told to ensure

that the arthiyas properly

covered the paddy lying in

the mandis using tarpaulin, ~ Qctober 10, 59414 MT of

CM:Bajrafarmers toget
1450 a quintal under
Bhavantar scheme

TRIBUNE News Service

Cﬂl}anm.ocmmu
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar today said the state
government was procuring
bajra at the minimum sup-
port price of Rs 2,350 per
quintal this year, but the
same was being procured at
Rs 1,850-1,900 a quintal in the
state mandis,

Under the Bhavantar Bhar-
payee Yojana, an amount of
Rs 450 per quintal would be
paid to the farmers to ensure
that they do not face any loss,
he said. The CM was speak-
ing at the inauguration of the
newly renovated media cen-
tre at the Haryana Civil Sec-

in every mandi. Till
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R?2,350/quintal is the
MSP for bajra this year

"¥1.850:1.900 a quintal is

the price at which itis

being procured in mandis
®Farmers would be com-

pensated for the price

difference, the CM said _
bajra has been procured in
the state, he said.

For the convenience of
farmers, the CM launched e-
kharid Haryana Mobile App,
The bilingual app is available
on the Google play store. It
provides real-time data as
regards the number of crops
registered, gate pass issues
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