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Like Tikri, farmers set for along
haul near CMs Sangrur house

PARVESH SHARMA
Ylllﬂll\l NEWS SERVICE
SANGRUR, OCTOBER 10
More farmers are joining the
ongoing agitation near the
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann's local residence. Like
last year's agitation at the
Singhu and Tikri borders,
they are coming prepared and
have started parking their
loaded. tractors on the road-

their modlﬁed tractor-trailers
equipped with all facilities —
fans, food, mobile-charging
points and utensils among
others — farmers have also
formed special committees
to supply the required milk
and other grocery items dai-
ly at the protest site from
across the state.
“Despite making big claims,
the Punjab Government has
failed to fulfil our long-pend-
ing demands. It claims there’s
dearth of funds, then why is it

bdld Ra]mder Smgh, an elder-
ly person sitting in his trailer
parked near the protest siteon
the Sangrur-Patiala road.
_Interestingly, the indefinite
agitation has given an oppor-
tunity to the farmers to fur-
ther sharpen their attack
against the Centre and the
state government.

“Our discussion and criti-
cism of the governments
goes on till late night. We do
group digcussions while
many of us even go live on
Facebook. I am hopeful all
this will yield a good result in
the coming days, when thou-
sands of people from across

well,” saxd Sukhmeet Singh,_~
a youth standing near d(/
stage set up at the site.

Notably, the farmers have
separate demands from the
Centre and the state govern-
ment. Like from the Punjab
Government, they are
demanding the immediate
release of crop loss relief, spe-
cial assessment of crops dam-
aged recently, allotment of
special budget for public water
projects, closure of liquor fac-
tory near Zira for causing pol-
lution, quick action to prevent
the pollution of various canals
by industrialists of Ludhiana
and other districts.
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8,800 fruit-laden
trucksallowedto
movetoJammu

SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 10
Over 10,000 trucks moved
towards Jammu on the Srina-
gar highway during the last
24 hours, officials said on
Monday. Traffic officials said
that 8,800 among those
trucks were carrying fruits to
the markets outside the
Union Territory.

Fruit growers and mer-
chants in the Valley have
been agitating for more than
a fortnight alleging that their
produce had been rotting in
parked trucks as these were
not being allowed to move
towards Jammu.

J&K Chief Secretary Arun
Kumar Mehta took a meet-
ing of officials on Sunday
and gave directions that all
the fruit-laden trucks stuck
at different places on the
highway should be allowed
to move without any further
delay. Earlier, the trucks
remained halted at several

places due to inclement
weather. landslides and

shooting stones. — IANS
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ISB facilitates sale of
Indian wild hazelnuts

Indian wild hazelnuts, known as than-
gi (locally), harvested by Jarhun Nag
Swayam Sahayata Samooh, a self-
help group in Chamba, are now
reaching end-consumers through the

shelves of Dry Fruitz Basket, a premi-
" um retail store in Hyderabad. Indian

School of Business (ISB) facilitated
this partnershi‘p;
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Rain delays paddy harvestlng purchase across state

TRIBUNE REPORTERS

FARIDABAD/AMBALA/KARNAL,
OCTOBER 10
The recent spell of rain has
resulted in up to 30 per cent
loss to kharif crops in the dis-
trict. It has also delayed har-
vesting and procurement of
paddy in the grain markets.
Claiming that only 20 to 25
per cent of the crop had been
harvested since the procure-
ment began on October 1,
Purshottam Dagar, a com-
mission agent at Ballabgarh
Anaj Mandi, said the recent
spell of rdins had heavily
damaged the crop and could
delay the arrival and procure-
ment of the crop due to the
Mce.gf méxsture init.
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next crop due to waterloggmg
in their fields,” he added.
Kishan, a farmer hailing

from Jalhaka village in the dis-

trict, has grown basmati vari-

ety of 1121 and 1718. He said
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Crops suﬂ'er loss up to 30% in Farldabad

Paddy bags stored at the Ballabhgarh grain market. TRIBUNE PHOTO

SITTING IDLE FOR 2 DAYS

6 Dueto heavy rain for
three days, paddy has not
arrived in grain markets. We
Sl have been sitting idle for
Sty overtwodays.(:mpshave
(0 heen heavily damaged and
= 1 procurement could be could
delayed due to moisture in
the Crop. Purshottam Dagar, cousssion
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the rains had resulted in up to
30 per cent loss. “The crop
which was expected to be har-

lar in the grain markets in
Karnal. Farmers, arhtiyas and
officials of procurement agen-
cies are worried as a large
quantity of paddy is lying in
the open to be lifted in grain
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arrival, but due
unfavourable weather condi-
tions for three days, farmers
have put harvesting on hold.
1 have asked the agencies and
transporters to lift the
remaining paddy from the (
grain markets,” said Sushil ¢
Malik, Zonal Administrator, !
Haryana State Agricultural
Marketing Board (HSAMB).
Ambala: Though the pro-
curement agencies have
already lifted around 70 per
cent of the total procured
stocks from the city grain
market, farmers and commis-

sion agents said the lifting
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markets across the district. they hadtobnngsheetsfmm ~should be further improved
Fhmxexssa:dtheraimhad -; _coverihecrop md;she&shmﬂdheclem

ment of thecrop.. . &
Theyblamedtheauthou—
ties for not ensuring suffi-
cient arrangements to cover
their produce in the grain speeding

markets and alleged that “Itxsthepeak"fw

ers have already suffered
heavy losses due to untimely
rains,poorseedsanddwarf-
ing disease in paddy. Any
more rain at this point will
damage the grain.”
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