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Targetinggovt, BJP leader tweets stubble—bunnng’ video ‘éB ASAI

Using baler to manage straw, minister posts ‘counter<lip’ | Tells farmers tostore residue
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Punjab sees 714 farm
inlyin Ma]ha

fires, mainly i

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, OCTORER g
With farm fires making a
beginning after paddy har-
vesting in Ludhiana district,
Malwa region is all set to wit-
ness a marked increase in
the number of cases in the

of 714 farm fires, mainly in

the Majha belt. Experts

pointed out that Malwa belt

is the biggest areain the state

and there would be no way

out of a smoke-covered sky in
~ the coming weeks.

Clouds may bring rain fora  polic
couple of days but after that, n

the sky will clear and farm
fires are bound to happen.
Farmers' discussions with
theSovemmemoncompen-
sation for stubble burning
have not yielded any desir-
able result. The farmers want
atleast Rs 2,500 per acre.
Data from the Punjab

“Instead of burning the
residue immediately after the
harvest, farmers must dry it
for at least eight to 10 days.”
Manoj Tiwari, a BJP leader,
shared a video on his Twitter
handle of crop residue burn-

ing at Kath village
on the itts of Amritsar.

Malwa set to witness
tarm fires, drop in air quality

Light rain brings temporary respite | Over 700 cases in state so far
OUR JOB IS TO MONITOR SITUATION: PPCB

Aman Soop

PATIALA, OCTOBER 9
Already facing a spurt in
farm fires in the border belt,
the air quality in Punjab is
sure to take a further hit with
farmers starting {o burn the
stubble in one of the largest
areas of paddy cultivation in
the Malwa belt.
Despite some light drizzle in
certain parts, the state has so
far witnessed over 714 farm
fires, with Ludhiana and Tarmn

compensation and the gov-
ernment hasn't agreed to it.
As is the case every season,
there will be farm fires 1o pre-
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crop,” they added.

“Cloud cover and some driz-
zle in the past two days
delayed the farm fires. How-
cver.asesmgohlgtomme
in the next five days," the

The data from the Punjab
Remote Sensing Authority
showed that farmers were
now resorting to farm fires in

@4 Ourjob is to monitor the situation and provide data
to the govt and other authorities concermed for necessary
adionWetavgtﬁedtosmadawarenessandasledme

the fertile Malwa belt and
the cases are likely o see a
rise in the next two weeks
when the Majha and Malwa
belts will cultivate their pad-
dy crop. “Ludhiana has
already started and in the
next five days, we will see a
larger area under fire,” said
an agriculture officer.

Information gathered from

surge in

the Pumjab Pollution Control
Board (PPCB) and Agricul-
ture Department officials con-
firmed that farm fires were
fast spreading in the Malwa |
belt and would further affect
the air quality index (AQI) of
the state. “Due to clouds,
many cases could not be
reported, but M are
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pare fields for the winter
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