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sidy pro-
gramme as a prime minister’s
scheme, naming it as the “Prad-
hanmantri Bharatiya Janurva-
rak Pariyojana”, according to a
notification by the fertilisers
ministry on Wednesday, which
HT has seen.

Packaging bags of various

crop nutrients bought by mil-
lions of farmers across the coun-
try will also have a uniform new
logo and design, according to the
- notification. Fertiliser compa-
nies will have to display the pro-
gramme’s new name promi-
nently in their packaging.
Under the federally subsi-

dized programme, the Union
government reimburses fertil-
iser companies for selling their
products to cultivators at lower-
than-market prices. This subsidy
stood at X1.62 lakh crore in
2021-22 and is projected to touch
a record ¥ 2.50 lakh crore in
2022-23 due to spiralling inter-
national prices.India depends on
imports to meet domestic
demand for a bulk of key crop
nutrients, such as DAP.

~ According to the notifica-
tion,which contained standard
operating procedures (SOPs) for
fertiliser firms, the branding of

- Two-thirds of the area on the
used for the official branding of
the subsidy programme as a
prime minister's scheme,
according to new packaging
standards. A fertiliser firm can
use the rest one-third area for its
own logo and branding as well
as printing other information
relating to the product, the noti-
fication said.

The new fertiliser subsidy
regime will also be known as
“One Nation One Fertilisers
(sic)”, according to notification.
Crop-nutrient firms will have a
lead time till December 31 to
exhaust all old packaging ;
“New bags will hit the market in
October and the lead time
should be sufficient to make the
switch,” a fertiliser company

in oil has reduced from

executive said, on anonymity,

The crucial interfinking of
soil degradation and health
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Poor soil health directly impacts the nutri-
ent content of the cereals, fruits, and vegeta-
“bles grown in it. The National Institute of
Nutrition (NIN) found a

a result, most crops are grown on soil that
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Apple growers to protest
against Adanistorestoday

SHIMLA, AUGUST 24
Apple growers will hold a
protest against the three
Adani-owned controlled
atmosphere (CA) stores in
the district tomorrow:

After holding a protest
‘against the government at
the Secretariat on August 5
and cou.rtmg arrest on
August 17 over their griev-
ances, the apple growers
have now trained their guns
on private CA stores, begin--
ning with the Adani-owned
CA stores, the largest of the
18 CA stores involved in fruit

. ®™Weighing the pro-

WHAT THEY WANT

L ket

duce in the pres-
ence of growers

lTransparencyinthe “‘4 |
colour classification process

procurement in the state.
Despite ithe dharna, the
stores will continue procuri
apple tomorrow. “There are
long queues of loaded vehi-
cles outside our stores. If we
- CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Apple growersto protest..

don’t buy, these growers
will be inconvenienced,”
said an Adani spokesperson.
The biggest grouse the
growers have against the CA
stores is the rate at which
they are procuring apple.
“In 2017, CA stores offered
Rs 85 per kg for premium
apple. Even the Adani-
owned stores purchased pre-
mium apple at Rs 88 per kg
in 2020. In 2022, the Adani
store is offering Rs 76 per
kg. While our input cost has
increased sharply over the
past couple of years, the pro-
curement prices of the CA
stores are going down,” said
Sanyukt Kisan Manch con-
vener Harish Chauhan.

“We are demanding at least
30 per cent increase in the

' procurement prices of apple

topamallyoffset the increase
in our input costs,” said
Chauhan. The  Adani
spokesperson, however, said
they fixed prices after sever-
al rounds of negotiations with

their customers. “This time
too, the prices were fixed
after negotiations. Besides,
our prices are higher than

what the growers are getting
in open mandis,” the
spokesperson said.

Apart from an increase in
rates, the other two major
demands are weighing the
produce in front of the grow-
ers and the presence of grow-
ers’ representatives at the
time when the colour sensors
are calibrated. “The stores
don’t weigh the produce in
front of the growers. Also, the
colour classification is quite
arbitrary. - We want trans-
parency on both these

_counts,” said Sanjeev Thakur,

president of the Chawara
Apple Valley Society.

While agreeing that vehi-
cles are not weighed as these
enter the stores, which the
growers are demanding, the
Adani spokesperson claimed
that they had a transparent
system nonetheless. — TNS
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