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Poor link roads
irk apple growers

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST §
Even as the apple season is
abouttohitmetopgear,some
lmk roads in the apple belts
mbadshnpe leaving the

1 dxﬂimltforthedepartmaﬂ
1 repan- and maintain the

middleofthe season will
add to their woes as they
will face problems in taking
their produce to the mar-
ket,” said Thakur, urging
Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur to intervene and
provide funds to PWD for
'tberepairandmmm

under a lot of stress due to

Visaav BanT:
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day in Rs 1,178 crore agri-
machinery subsidy scam has
revenledthat 11 per cent of

audit and physical verifica-
tion of each of the 90,000
machines, which were pur-
chased across the state with
Centre's subsidy. The offi-
cials were asked to furnish
the details, including name of
the beneficiary, village name,
the amount of subsidy
received by the farmer, And-
haar number of the farmer
and details of the machine.
The officials have been asked
to  check whether the
machine was physically pres-
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To curb stubble-buming. the Centre had provided 1,178 crore
Subsidy from 2018-19 to 2021-22 to farmers. #1LE PHOTO

FARM MACHINERY BANKS NOT SET UP

=in all, 34 fanm machinery
banks

=When the matter was

were supposed to be nmged,thepm(:on»

set up in Bathinda with the gress government
help of 80% Central subsidy tried to cover it up

= The state received the sub- -:dp-'the submit-
snlay,buta.tamammparot by 20 districts, 11 per
tne farm ma - cent machines have
remained only on paper remained untraceabile

ent on the ground or not. The  Faridkot (23 per cent) fol-

verification was to be com-
pleted within 15 days.

As per the reports submit-
ted by 20 districts, 11 per cent
machines have remained
untraceable. The districts
where the number is high are

lowed by Ferozepur (17 per
cent), Amritsar and Gur-
daspur (14 per cent each),
Fazilka (13 per cent) and
Bau'undn(lzperuenl)

Three districts fail tesubmxt ﬁndings, gcvernmentthrea‘_ten “”actton

1,178 crore subsidy in four
years (2018-19 1o 2021-22) to
farmers for buying the crop
residual

management maciin-
ery under In-Setu Crop Resid-

ual Management Scheme
However, the subsidy amount
was embezzled by the officials.

The Tribune had, on Octo-
ber 18, 2019, highlighted that

ernmeant had Mailed to act on
time and the scam continued
for the next three years.
Whenthemwtsﬂagged.
the previous government
tried to cover it up.
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