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Golden chance to establish
Mushroom Units in Haryana
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Committee
constituted
tostrengthen
MSPsystem

NIW DILITT, AUGUSTS
The government has consti-
tuted a committee to look into
ways o strengthen the mini-
mum support price (MSP) sys-
tem for farmers, Minister of
State for Agriculture Kailash
Choudhary said in the
Sabha on Friday. "Ae&nn;m
has been formed
diversification, natural farm-
ing and MSE" the minister
said while replying to a query
during the Question Hour. It
includes farmer representa-
tives, state government repre-
sentatives and Central govern-
ment officials, he added.
The committee would look
into ways to strengthen the
MSP system and how farm-
ers could take benefit out of
the support price mecha-

_ FARMING, DIVERSIFICATION
nism, the minister noted.
TS pvernmeg WU o

™

DEVINDER SHARMA
FOOD & AGRICULTURE SPECIALIST

IVEN the spectacular role
Indian farmers have played in
pulling the country out of the
'ship-to-mouth’ existence
and turning it into a food-surplus nation,
agriculture has emerged as the brightest
star of the Indian economy:. Whether we
would like to publicly acknowledge it or
not, a vibrant agriculture had laid out =
strong foundation for economie growth.
As India celebrates 75 years of Inde-
pendence, it is time to recognise that
the pathway to attain a glorious
future in the next 25 years passes
through agriculture. With the right
kind of policy mix and a renewed
cyele of public sector investments,
aimed more at farmers' welfare and
protecting the environment, agricul-
ture alone has the potential to reboot
the economy, sustain millions of
livelihoods, and in the process
emerge as a powerhouse of economic
growth. More so, at a time when the
Inter-governmental Panel on Climate

Change has begun to question the

GDP-based growth model, rebuilding
sustainable agriculture will hold the
key to India’s development story.
From the time when Jawaharlal
Nehru, speaking from the ramparts
of the Red Fort on August 15, 1855,
had said, “It is very humiliating for
any country to import foc So
everything else can wait, but not
agriculture,” India has come a long

way by attaining food self-sufficien-
cy and leaving the painful history of
repeated famines and starvations in
the past Subsequently, Nehru's
successor, Lal Bahadur Shastri,
faced the humiliation that comes
along with food imports. Calling the
American war in Vietnam as ‘an act
of aggression’ Shastri had annoyed
the then US President Lyndon
Johnson. Food imports into India
under the PL-480 scheme were
thereby reduced to a trickle, neces-
sitating the Prime Minister to urge
fellow Indians to fast once a week.
Durning that period, the Paddock
brothers" book Famine 1975! had writ-
ten off India and predicted that mil-
Lions would starve to death in the years
to come That was the period when
India earned the epitaph “ship-to-
mouth’ existence when food would
come directly from the ship to the hun-
#ry mouths Anyway, what the authors,
popularly referred to as the prophets of
doom, had failed to.visualise was the
potential of India to rebound on the
food front, and usher in food self-suffi-
ciency in the next few years.

When the then PM Indira Gandhi
allowed the import of 18,000 tonnes of
miracle dwarf wheat varicties in 1066,
the seeds of the Green Revolution
were effectively sown., With the scien-
tific research and development infra-
structure already laid out by Nehru
when he had set up the first agricul-
tural university at Pantnagar, followed
by Punjab Agricultural University at
Ludhiana, which along with the Indi-
an Agricultural Research Institute,

* New Delhi, eventually helped adapt

the dwarf wheat varicties to the Indi-
an conditions. The seeds were distrib-
uted to farmers in 5-kg packs; and the

Shasninati Dhrrrminds

over 2 farmers
turned the tables, achieving a record
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outlived its utility, it's time to
move to the next stage. The

Independence provides an
excellent opportunity to rethink
and redesign the road map.
This will call for moving away
from the economic thought
that has always relied on
~sacrificing agriculture for
the sake of industry. The focus
has to be on making the village
the hub of hopes & aspirations.

75th anniversary of

CHALLENGE: There b5 a dire need 1o shift
to climate-resilient agricufture. AauTERs

outlived its utility, it is time to mave ta
the next stage, The 75th anniversary
of Independence provides an excel-
lent opportunity 1o rethink and

design the future road map. This

harvest in the first year
The success in wheat
was followed in rice, d
and subsequently pro- ©
duction jumped in crops
like cotton, sugarcane, and
fruits and vegetables, India

gy — providing farmers with

the Minimum Support
Price (MSP) to act as an
incentive, and set-
ting up of the Food
Corporation of India
(FCI) to mop up
» the huge market
arrivals, and dis-
~ tribute the grain
. surplus in the deficit
areas through a network of public
distribution outlets,

Prior to the advent of the Green
Revolution (a term coined later by
William Gaud), Shastri had laid the
foundation of a milk revolution
‘when he launched the cooperative

public policies, This included the!
planks of a ‘famine-avoidance’ st

A

movemen! to in the p

tion of supply of milk. Called popu-
larly as the White Revolution, it is
considered to be the world’s most
su development pro-

have turned India into the world’s
largest producer of milk, with pro-
duction crossing 204 million tonnes,
The combination of the White Revo-
lution with the achievements of the
Green Revolution transformed the
face of India's villages; dairy farm-
ing bas come to be regarded as the
saviour of the farming community

reeling under -cu;:;im N
year

have

will call for a radical shift in the dom-

back to rebuilding agriculture, mak-
ing village the hub of hopes and aspi-
rations of the future. guar-
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