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5 ICAR to Celebrate Its 95th Foundation
FJ KRISHIJAGRAN and Technology Day from July 16-18
AatDr.C. Subramanian Auditorium

Narendra Singh Tomar, Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, and
Parshottam Rupala, Union Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry, and Dairyving,
are ready to inaugurate the 95th Foundation and Technology Day on July 16th.

The event, which will take place from July 16th to July 18th at the Dr. C. The Foundation and Technology Day celebration wil feature a technology
Subramaniam Auditorium, NASC Complex, aims to promote innovation in . | . . . o

event. The exhibition will snowcase novel technologies developed by

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), an autonomous , C - : C
° CAR) different ICAR institutes, aiming to enhance agricultural production, improve

organization under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, is
responsible for coordinating, guiding, and managing research and education quality, and increase the income of farmers. Emphasizing sustainable and

in various fields such as agriculture, horticulture, fisheries, and animal climate-resilient agriculture, the exhibition will also focus on eco-friendly
sciences. With 113 ICAR institutes and 74 agricultural universities across the

country, ICAR plays a crucial role in conducting cutting-edge research in technologies for crops like rice, wheat, maize, pulses, oilseeds, millet, and
agricultural sciences. other commercial cros.
15.07.2023 https://krishijagran.com /news/icar-to-celebrate-its-9 5th-foundation-and-technology-day-from-july-16-18-at-dr-c-

subramanian-auditorium/
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Union Minister Parashottam Rupala &
Kailash Choudhary Inaugurate 95th
ICAR Foundation and Technology Day

95th ICAR Foundation and Technology Day is being held at Dr C. Subramaniam
Auditorium, NASC Complex. This three-day event features a technology exhibition in
the field of agriculture.

g
KJ KRISHI JAGRAN

On July 16, 2023, the 95th ICAR Foundation & Technology Day was

inaugurated by Parshottam Rupala, Union Minister of Fisheries, Animal Fach year on JU|y 16th, ICAR (|ndian Council of Agricultural Researoh)
Husbandry, and Dairy and Kailash Choudhary, Minister of State for

Agriculture & Farmers Welfare. Later on, Union Minister of Agriculture and  COMMemorates its Foundation Day HOWGVEF, this year, it has been
Farmers Welfare, Narendra Singh Tomar joined the stage through video
conference. The event is taking place at Dr C. Subramaniam Auditorium,

designated as 'Foundation and Technology Day' to emphasize the

NASC Complex, from July 16 to July 18 in the presence of Kailash significance of technology in agriculture. ICAR is an independent
Choudhary and Shobha Karandlaje, Minister of State for Agriculture & o . . .
Farmers Welfare, Dr Himanshu Pathak, Secretary, DARE & Director organization operating under the MlﬂlStry of AgflCUHUFG and Farmers

General, ICAR, Sanjay Garg, Additional Secretary, DARE & Director
General, ICAR, and Alka Arora, Additional Secretary & Financial Advisor,
DARE/ICAR.

\Welfare, part of the Government of India.

16.07.2023 https: / /krishijagran.com /news /union-minister-parashottam-rupala-kailash-choudhary-inaugurate-9 5th-icar-foundation-and-
technology-day/



‘.- Indian Council of Agricultural Research

Devd|scourse celebrates 95th foundation day, displays
Discourse on Development il’lIlOVatiOIlS thI‘Ollgh eXhibition

The Council is the apex body for coordinating. guiding and managing research and

education in agriculture including horticulture, fisheries and animal sciences in the

entire country.

he Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) celebrated its 95th

Toundatiorn day at its headquarters here in the national capital on Sunday.

In line withh thhe foundation day. a three-day exhibition has been organized
to showcase technologies developed by the state-owned premier research
organisation to benefit farmers. students. indusiry., and entrepreneurs. Seceds,
horticulture items. processed organic products such as millets., drones for

spraving fertilisers and pesticides. were on display for visitors.

The exhibition is open for public till Tuesday. Established on July 16, 1929, and
formerly known as the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research according to ilts
website., ICAR is an autonomous organisation under the Department of
Agricultural Research and Education (DARE) under the Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare.

16.07.2023 https: / /www.devdiscourse.com /article /business /25257 23-indian-council-of-agricultural-research-celebrates-9 5th-foundation-
day-displays-innovations-through-exhibition



GULISTAN | ICAR Foundation Day observed at Kupwara DC Kupwara stresses for

Ji S handholding of Agri-entrepreneurs

R 8 b

In order to celebrate India Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR) Foundation Day, Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Kupwara today organized a function
here. The function was presided over by Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kupwara, Ayushi Sudan. Addressing the function, the DC appreciated the Members
of Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) for doing commendable job in their fields of activity. He stressed upon the KVK officers to further improve their
involvement with the FPOs vis a vis handholding of Agri-entrepreneurs which will boost their livelihood and overall employment generation scenario of
the district.

Ayushi urged the entrepreneurs to not remain dependent on the Government rather become self-reliant by upskilling themselves. She asked them to
identify bulk buyers to make assured income and market. She wished them success of their employment units. The DC appealed to all the participants
including scientists and farmers to work with added dedication and hardwork to bring Rainbow Revolution in the district which shall make it self-reliant
and bring prosperity to the people.On the occasion, Members of various FPOs and progressive Farmers interacted with the DC and shared their
experience of work. They also put forth different issues pertaining to their business.

The DC heard them patiently and assured full support from the District Administration.KVK Head, Dr. Kaiser Mohiddin also spoke and said that the ICAR
Foundation Day is celebrated every year with an aim to provide awareness to the farmers about new technologies in scientific farming from Institutions
like ICAR. He said the old perception of farming by illiterates has now changed and highly educated persons are now seen involved in different Agri-
entrepreneurship to change their future.He also assured the farmer participants about the support from KVK including establishment of a shop at
Regipora for selling their products and arrangement for their training. Earlier, the DC inspected stalls installed by different FPOs at KVK Office Kupwara
during which she was briefed about the different varieties of produce including pulses, high yield seeds, fruits and handicrafts.

KVK Head, Senior Scientists, Chairmen of various Food Processing Organizations (FPO) and a large number of women agri-entrepreneurs and farmers
attended the function.

July 16, 2023 HomeJammu And Kashmir
FEATUREDJAMMU AND KASHMIR, ByDinesh
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KRISHAK JAGAT

hteh o St Indian Council of Agricultural Research celebrates its 95th
@ _ Foundation and Technology Day

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) celebrated its 95th Foundation Day yesterday at National Agriculture Science Complex, Pusa, New Delhi.
Narendra Singh Tomar, Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare and President of ICAR Society was the Chief Guest of the program. Parshottam Rupala, Union Minister for Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry — Dairying, and Kailash Choudhary, Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare also graced the occasion.

Mr. Tomar appreciated the historic journey of ICAR and its overall achievements during the last 94 years. He exhorted that India is a surplus nation in terms of food grains and providing food to
80 crore people in the country. With the encouragement of the Prime Minister, new technology in agriculture has been promoted through various new mission programs for the benefit of
farmers. Agricultural products from India are being preferred globally and millets are getting significance in the International Year of Millets, he added. This is happening because of the sincere
efforts of farmers and scientists. The Minister said exports earned from agricultural and horticultural products have crossed 50 billion US dollars. He informed that Government is emphasizing
organic farming and natural farming and a separate mission has been initiated with a budget provision of Rs.1500 crore for the promotion of eco-friendly agriculture. Further, he lauded the
scientists and farmers for their great service to the nation in making the country not only self-sufficient in many commodities but also becoming an exporter of food items.

Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairy, Mr. Rupala acclaimed ICAR for several remarkable achievements which have revolutionized the dairy and fisheries sector. He further
mentioned that the time has come to earn carbon credits from agriculture which can be explored for additional income. He also inaugurated an exhibition showcasing innovative technologies
developed by 113 ICAR research institutes.

Union Minister of State for Agriculture Ministry, Mr. Choudhary shared his views on the occasion and appreciated ICAR. He further mentioned that after 5 years ICAR will complete 100 years and
this is the right time to strategize to set milestones for advancement in agriculture to be achieved in the centenary year.

Dr. Himanshu Pathak, Secretary (DARE) and Director General (ICAR) said that unprecedented growth in the agriculture sector has been recorded. He emphasized that India is not only self-
sufficient in the production of food grains but is also exporting agriculture and agricultural products in large quantities. In his presentation, he highlighted the achievement made by ICAR such
as the development of 346 varieties of food grains, 99 varieties of horticulture crops, mapping of efficient cropping system zones, fertigation schedule for 24 crops, 28 new equipment and
machinery, coronavirus and lumpy disease vaccines, new diagnostics, the breeding protocol of new fish breeds, conduction of 47,088 on-farm trials and 2.99 lakh front line demonstration on
new technologies. He also mentioned that 58 patents and 711 technology licensing agreements were signed by agriculture scientists from different industries. To promote agriculture
innovations for commercialization, Scientist-Industry interface meetings are also organized as side events.

This is the first time, Foundation Day is celebrated as Technology Day, therefore, an exhibition has been organized to showcase ICAR technologies for the benefit of farmers, students, and agri-
industry. This exhibition has been opened for the public from 16-18 July 2023 for awareness to the people of the innovations made by ICAR.

July 17, 2023 Krrishak jagat, 17 July 2023, New Delhi
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Umon Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar on
Sunday asked farm scientists to
focus more on research in areas
of animal husbandry and fish-
eries, to boost production.and

their contribution in the overall -

farm sector growth.

Addressing virtually, the
95th foundation day of Indian
Council . of Agricultural
Research (ICAR), Tomar said
- India holds the position of nur-
ber dne or two in the world in
terms of production of most of
 the crops,

Inachieving this feat, he said
there has been immense contri-
bution from agriculture Scien-
tists along with efforts from the

farmers community and policy - gl

mmanves taken by the govern-

‘Focus more
or overall

ments.
He said the Modi govem
ment in the last nine years has

* takena lot of initlatives to pro-

mote technology in the agricul-
ture sector, as part of its objec-

tive to boost farm income,  « {
The efforts have also been

méde to better productivityand

.production in agriculture, he
said, adding that the focus has

also been on imptoving the

qualiy
Tomar highlighted that the
Indian farm products aze being

the annual farm export has

. ture GDP is higher than crops.

 bandry and fisheries."
obally accepted and therefore

crossedUSD 50bllhon i y
- As the ICAR will celebrate
its 100th Foundation Day after
five 1 years, Tomar asked the i
“council to set targets to be
rrxhﬂledandstartmrhng ,
DA '

- The minister noted that the -
contnbutxon of ‘animal hus-

bandry and fisheries in agricul-

Therefore, he said, "Ifeelwe |

should pay more attention and fisheries, whicharegrowmg

towards research inanimal hus-  at7.7 per cent and 8.8 %er cent,

. respectively, would help in
Increased focus on research  increasing their share in. the
in areas of animal husbandry overall farm GDP and also

: strengthen the rural economy.
- Tomar talked about the .

challenge of climate change and
~ said the scientists are
i -worlqngtoovercome it success-

ady

'Ihe mnnster also empha

 sised on takingall new research

and technology at farmgate

- level

Tomar also stressed on the

~ need to reduce the use of

chemical fertilizers and high-
lighted stéps taken by the
Centre to promote organic/
natural farming and alternative
nutrients.

on research in animal husbandry,fsheris
1M Sector gr owth omar to farm scientits

Parshottam Rupala, Union
Minister of Flshenes, Animal
Husbandry and Daxrylnf
urged farm scientists to do
research in the area of millets
to augment their production
and productivity.

He said the global demand
for millets would rse significant-
ly in the coming years,

Minister of State for
Agriculture Kailash
Choudhary asked ICAR and
its scientists to set targets not
only for its 100th foundation
day but also for the next 25
years.
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(=] Indian Council of Agricultural Research
Adda‘m celebrates its 95th Foundation and

Current Affairs Technology Day

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) commemorated its 95th Foundation and
Technology Day at the National Agriculture Science Complex in Pusa, New Delhi, with the ICAR: Driving Agricultural Research in India
presence of Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar as the ICAR, a self-governing entity operating under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare,

chief guest. ICAR traditionally celebrates its Foundation Day on July 16th each year, but starting Government of India, plays a vital role in coordinating, directing, and overseeing research and

from this year, it has been designated as the ‘Foundation and Technology Day'. education in various agricultural domains, including horticulture, fisheries, and animal sciences.

ICAR Exhibition: Showcasing Cutting-Edge Technologies for Sustainable With 113 ICAR institutes and 74 agricultural universities located throughout the country, ICAR is at

AL the forefront of conducting pioneering research in the field of agricultural sciences.

The event featured state-of-the-art technologies pioneered by diverse ICAR institutes, aimed at
enhancing agricultural production, quality, and farmer income. It showcased eco-friendly India: A Food Surplus Nation with Growing Global Demand

technologies designed for a wide range of crops, including rice, wheat, maize, pulses, oilseeds, India is a food surplus nation, ensuring sustenance for 800 million people within the country. The

millet (Shree Anna), and other commercially significant crops. The event emphasized the agricultural products from India are highly sought after worldwide, with millets gaining particular

significance of mechanization, precision farming, and value-added products, as well as the prominence during the International Year of Millets. Notably, the revenue generated from

importance of sustainable and climate-resilient agriculture. Visitors also had the opportunity to agricultural and horticultural exports has surpassed 50 bilion US dallars,

explore ICAR’s robust extension system and educational innovations that actively contribute to
the successful promotion of agriculture.

17.07.2023 https: //currentaffairs.adda247.com /indian-council-of-agricultural-research-celebrates-its-9 5th-foundation-and-technology-
day/
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ThePrint

New Delhi [India], July 17 (ANI): The Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) celebrated its 95th
foundation day at its headquarters here in the national
capital on Sunday. In line with the foundation day, a
three-day exhibition has been organized to showcase
technologies developed by the state-owned premier
research organisation to benefit farmers, students,
industry, and entrepreneurs. Seeds, horticulture items,
processed organic products such as millets, drones for
spraying fertilisers and pesticides, were on display for
visitors.

The exhibition is open for public till Tuesday.
Established on July 16, 1929, and formerly known as the
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research according to
its website, ICAR is an autonomous organisation under
the Department of Agricultural Research and Education
(DARE) under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare.

17 July, 2023 12:16 pm IST The print

Indian Council of Agricultural Research celebrates 95th foundation day,
displays innovations through exhibition

T gﬁm
T fram

— 95"
2 >undation
&

Technology Day
T e, W, v w g, v s, g, 1 el
Bharot Retna Dr. (. Subrameniom Auditorium, NASC Camplex, Pusa, New Delhi

" 7 - YDA ML I, YA
At - ﬁaTﬁlaﬁ ﬁa’q
P 95" ICAR Foundation &

AT

logy Day

g
> EE
| e 3

it | i Lo | - e X
The Council is the apex body for coordinating, guiding and
managing research and education in agriculture including
horticulture, fisheries and animal sciences in the entire country.
With 113 ICAR institutes and 71 agricultural universities spread
across the country, it is one of the largest national agricultural
systems in the world.

Speaking on the occasion, Narendra Singh Tomar, Union Minister
of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare and president of ICAR
Society, appreciated the historic journey of ICAR and its overall
achievements during the last 94 years. He lauded the scientists
and farmers for their great service to the nation in making the
country not only self-sufficient in many commodities but also
becoming an exporter of food items.



Greater Kashmir ICAR Foundation Day observed at Kupwara

Kupwara: In order to celebrate India Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR) Foundation Day, Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK)
Kupwara today organised a function here.

The function was presided over by Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kupwara, Ayushi Sudan.

Addressing the function, the DC appreciated the Members of Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) for doing commendable job in
their fields of activity. He stressed upon the KVK officers to further improve their involvement with the FPOs vis a vis handholding of
Agri-entrepreneurs which will boost their livelihood and overall employment generation scenario of the district.

Ayushi urged the entrepreneurs to not remain dependent on the Government but rather become self-reliant by upskilling themselves.
She asked them to identify bulk buyers to make assured income and market. She wished them success of their employment units.

The DC appealed to all the participants including scientists and farmers to work with added dedication and hardwork to bring
Rainbow Revolution in the district which shall make it self-reliant and bring prosperity to the people.

On the occasion, Members of various FPOs and progressive Farmers interacted with the DC and shared their experiences of work.
They also put forth different issues pertaining to their business.

The DC heard them patiently and assured full support from the District Administration.

KVK Head, Dr. Kaiser Mohiddin also spoke and said that the ICAR Foundation Day is celebrated every year with an aim to provide
awareness to the farmers about new technologies in scientific farming from Institutions like ICAR. He said the old perception of
farming by illiterates has now changed and highly educated persons are now seen as involved in different Agri-entrepreneurship to
change their future.

Published on : 17 Jul 2023, 12:05 am Greater Kashmir, Business



Mangaluru 95th foundation day of ICAR celebrated

The ICAR- Krishi Vigyan Kendra celebrated 95th foundation day of ICAR on July 16 by organising
agricultural technology exhibition for the stakeholders in the College of Fisheries premises.

The programmewas inaugurated by Bharat Kumar, Member, Mangalore City Corporation,
Mangaluru. Satyanarayana Bellari, Rice Germplasm Conservator from Kasargod and Alwin
D'Souza, NSS programme officer, St Aloysius College (Autonomous), Mangaluru graced the
occasion as chief guests. Dr T.) Ramesh, senior scientist and head, presided over the function and
provided information about the technologies developed by the ICAR for the benefit of farmers.
The scientist of KVK Dr Kedarnath, Dr Rashmi, Dr Ravindra Gouda Patil, Dr Shivakumar and Dr
Mallikarjun provided information about various technologies developed by ICAR. Harish Shenoy,
scientist, coordinated the programme and provided information on rice production technologies.
About 24 volunteers of NSS units of St Aloysius College (Autonomous), Mangaluru actively
participated in the programme.

Mon, Jul 17 2023 03:50:29 PM Mangulurru



ICAR-CTCRI's Smart Farming Technology Earns Recognition at National Level

This national recognition of e-CBSF highlights its potential to revolutionize the agricultural sector in India and contribute significantly
to food security, sustainability, and economic growth.

Published on 17 July, 2023 11:47 AM IST

The ICAR-Central Tuber Crops Research Institute (CTCRI) in Thiruvananthapuram has achieved a remarkable milestone
with its e-crop based smart farming technology (e-CBSF). Recently, the technology was honoured at the 95th Foundation
Day Ceremony of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) in New Delhi, where it was recognized as one of the
top five technologies developed for the horticultural sector in 2022-23.

e-CBSF, an Internet of Things (loT) enabled and crop model-based smart farming innovation, is designed to calculate the
precise nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, and water requirements of field crops. The main objective of this technology is to
minimize the yield gap, thereby revolutionizing traditional farming practices.

The technology has been successfully applied to several crops, including cassava, sweet potato, elephant foot yam, and
banana. By implementing e-CBSF, the yield gap for these crops has been remarkably reduced from 50% to an impressive
5%, showcasing the immense potential of the innovation.

One of the notable benefits of e-CBSF is its significant reduction in nutrient and water consumption. According to the
CTCRI, nutrient and water savings range from 25% to 50%, leading to more sustainable and eco-friendly agricultural
practices. Furthermore, the adaptability of this technology to other field crops by integrating suitable crop models holds the
promise of even broader agricultural transformation.

Santhosh Mithra, the principal scientist and lead developer of e-CBSF, was honoured with a certificate during the
prestigious ceremony. The event was graced by the presence of esteemed dignitaries, including Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar, Union Animal Husbandry and Fisheries Minister Parshottam Rupala, Minister of State for
Agriculture Kailash Chowdhury, and ICAR Director General Himanshu Pathak.

The successful development of e-CBSF would not have been possible without the hard work and dedication of the associate
developers from CTCRYI, including scientists G. Byju, J. Sreekumar, and D. Jaganathan.

Krishi Jagran, Shivam Dwivedi
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DGVdISCOUI’SG ICAR to focus more on research in livestock, fisheries, horticulture
Dlacaurse on Devalpmant to achieve higher growth: DG Himanshu Pathak

Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) Director General Himanshu Pathak on Monday said the organisation will focus more on research in livestock, fisheries and
horticulture to boost growth in these three sectors.

ICAR would continue to develop climate-resilient seed varieties to ensure crop production does not get affected due to climate change, he said, adding that emphasis
would also be laid on the use of digital tools in farming, as well as post-harvest management of agriculture and horticulture crops. Pathak said the research institute will
invite private players to do joint research.

On Sunday, Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar asked ICAR's farm scientists to focus more on research in animal husbandry and fisheries to boost
production and their contribution to the overall farm sector growth. The minister was speaking virtually on the 95th foundation day of the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR).

"Our research work is not limited to crops only. Livestock and fisheries have always been important. There are 15 institutes across the country which focus only on animal
science and there are 8 research institutes for fisheries. "In recent years, the growth of livestock, fisheries and horticulture sectors has been higher. We will focus more on
these sectors so that we achieve higher growth and farmers also get benefits," Pathak told PTl on the sidelines of its 3-day celebration of 95th Foundation and
Technology Day (July-16-18) at Pusa campus here. The ICAR DG highlighted that the fisheries sector is growing at nearly 9 per cent while the growth of animal
husbandry and horticulture sectors are also higher than crops. Talking about the challenge of climate change, Pathak said the ICAR has developed more than 6,000 seed
varieties, of which nearly 1,900 varieties are climate-resilient. He said there are certain wheat varieties which can deal with a sudden rise in temperature during winter
(January-February).

Pathak said the ICAR has also developed many varieties of paddy and other crops that are resilient to both drought and flood. "We have decided that there will be
some trait of climate resilience in all seed varieties of agriculture and horticulture crops,” he added. Pathak also stressed strengthening the collaboration with private
players. "We have been collaborating with private parties. ICAR use to develop technology, and then we invite private players to commercialise the technologies. Now,
we want that ICAR and private players should collaborate and work together to do research from the beginning to solve problems of agriculture and allied sector," he
said. The ICAR DG said the council would also promote precision agriculture and Artificial Intelligence.

He highlighted that the ICAR institutes, agriculture universities and Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) have started using drones. Pathak said around 250 KVKs already have
procured drones out of 731 KVKs across the country, and around 15,000 demonstrations were conducted last year to educate farmers. The remaining KVKs will also
soon be provided with drones.

(This story has not been edited by Devdiscourse staff and is auto-generated from a syndicated feed.)
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;lé H‘Eﬁ{,"& ICAR Marks 95th Foundation Day with Technological Triumphs, Organizes Exhibition for Everyone

This year marked the first celebration of Foundation Day as Technology Day. To showcase ICAR's technologies for the benefit of farmers, students, and the agri-industry, an exhibition has been
organized and will remain open to the public from July 16 to 18, 2023. The exhibition aims to raise awareness about the innovative strides made by ICAR.

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) celebrated its 95th Foundation Day yesterday at the National Agriculture Science Complex in Pusa, New Delhi. The event was graced by
esteemed guests, including Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare and President of ICAR Society, Shri Parshottam Rupala, Union Minister for Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry - Dairying, and Shri Kailash Choudhary, Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare.

Shri Tomar commended the historic journey of ICAR and its remarkable achievements over the past 94 years. He highlighted India's status as a surplus nation in terms of food grains, providing
sustenance to 80 crore people. Under the encouragement of Prime Minister, the promotion of new agricultural technologies through various mission programs has greatly benefited farmers. Indian
agricultural products are now preferred globally, with millets gaining significance in the International Year of Millets.

Shri Tomar attributed this success to the dedication of farmers and scientists. He noted that exports of agricultural and horticultural products have surpassed 50 billion US dollars. The government's
focus on organic and natural farming was also highlighted, with a separate mission and budget provision of Rs. 1500 crore for the promotion of eco-friendly agriculture. Shri Tomar expressed
appreciation for the scientists and farmers' invaluable service in making India not only self-sufficient but also an exporter of food items.

Shri Rupala praised ICAR for its revolutionary achievements in the dairy and fisheries sectors. He emphasized the need to explore opportunities for earning carbon credits from agriculture, which
could provide additional income. As part of the event, he inaugurated an exhibition showcasing innovative technologies developed by 113 ICAR research institutes.

Shri Choudhary shared his perspective and lauded ICAR's contributions. He emphasized the importance of strategizing and setting milestones for agricultural advancement, as ICAR approaches its
centenary year in five years.

Dr. Himanshu Pathak, Secretary (DARE) and Director General (ICAR), highlighted the unprecedented growth in the agricultural sector. He emphasized that India not only achieved self-sufficiency in
food grain production but also became a major exporter of agricultural products. During his presentation, Dr. Pathak showcased ICAR's achievements, which included the development of 346
varieties of food grains, 99 varieties of horticultural crops, mapping of efficient cropping system zones, fertigation schedules for 24 crops, 28 new equipment and machinery innovations, as well as
vaccines for diseases such as coronavirus and lumpi.

He also mentioned the signing of 58 patents and 711 technology licensing agreements by agricultural scientists from various industries. In line with promoting agricultural innovation for
commercialization, Scientist-Industry interface meetings were organized as a side event.

Shri Sanjay Garg, Additional Secretary (DARE) & Secretary ICAR, delivered the welcome address, and the event saw the participation of members of the ICAR Governing Body, senior officials,
directors of ICAR institutes, scientists, vice-chancellors of state agricultural universities, farmers, and agri-preneurs.

This year marked the first celebration of Foundation Day as Technology Day. To showcase ICAR's technologies for the benefit of farmers, students, and the agri-industry, an exhibition has been
organized and will remain open to the public from July 16 to 18, 2023. The exhibition aims to raise awareness about the innovative strides made by ICAR.

With ICAR's unwavering commitment to agricultural progress and technological advancements, India's agricultural sector is poised to reach new heights, ensuring food security and prosperity for the
nation.

Delhi, Published on: 17 July 2023 14:00 PM Suneha Mishra
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ICAR’s 95th Foundation Day: Narendra Singh Tomar Applauds its 94-Year Journey & Achievements

ICAR’s 95th Foundation Day: The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) celebrated its momentous 95th Foundation Day at the National Agriculture Science Complex in Pusa, New Delhi.
The event was graced by the presence of Narendra Singh Tomar, Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, and President of ICAR Society, as the Chief Guest.

Parshottam Rupala, Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry — Dairying, and Kailash Choudhary, Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, were also present to mark the
occasion. Tomar praised the historic journey of ICAR and acknowledged its remarkable achievements over the past 94 years. He highlighted that India has become a surplus nation in terms of food
grains, catering to the needs of 80 crore people across the country.

He attributed this success to the encouragement and support from the Prime Minister, which has led to the promotion of new agricultural technologies through various mission programs, ultimately
benefiting the farmers. The Minister also commended India’s agricultural exports, which have crossed 50 billion US dollars.

He further informed that the government is actively promoting organic farming and natural agriculture with a separate mission and a budget provision of Rs.1500 crore for the promotion of eco-
friendly agriculture. Tomar extended his appreciation to the farmers and scientists for their dedicated service, making India not only self-sufficient but also a notable exporter of food items.
Rupala lauded ICAR for its revolutionary contributions to the dairy and fisheries sectors. He emphasized the potential of earning carbon credits from agriculture, which could serve as an additional
source of income for the nation. During the event, Rupala inaugurated an exhibition showcasing innovative technologies developed by 113 ICAR research institutes.

Choudhary shared his vision for ICAR, noting that the institution will complete 100 years in just 5 years. He urged the need to strat egize and set milestones for the advancement of agriculture to be
achieved in its centenary year.

Dr. Himanshu Pathak, Secretary (DARE) and Director General (ICAR), highlighted the unprecedented growth in the agriculture sector, emphasizing that India is now self-sufficient in food grain
production and also a significant exporter of agricultural products. Dr. Pathak presented some remarkable achievements made by ICAR, including the development of 346 varieties of food grains,
99 varieties of horticultural crops, efficient mapping of cropping system zones, fertigation schedules for 24 crops, and the creation of 28 new agricultural equipment and machineries.
Additionally, he mentioned the development of vaccines for diseases like coronavirus and lumpi, new diagnostics, breeding protocols for fish breeds, conducting 47,088 on-farm trials, and 2.99
lakh front-line demonstrations on new technologies. Furthermore, ICAR scientists have been actively collaborating with different industries, resulting in 58 patents and 711 technology licensing
agreements, further promoting agricultural innovations for commercialization.

The event also witnessed an engaging exhibition that showcased various ICAR technologies, benefitting farmers, students, and agri-industries. For the first time, the Foundation Day was celebrated
as Technology Day, which opened the exhibition to the public from 16-18 July 2023, with the aim of raising awareness about the cutting-edge innovations achieved by ICAR.

The event saw the presence of Members of the ICAR Governing Body, Senior Officials of ICAR Headquarters, Directors of ICAR Institutes, Scientists, Vice-Chancellors of State Agricultural
Universities, and esteemed farmers and agri-preneurs.

17 July 2023 Ul News Desk, Agriculture, Event News, India
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ICAR to promote technology to address challenges of climate change

Dr. Pathak said 731 Krishi Vigyan Kendras provide advisory and technical know-how to farmers for faster spread of new
technologies in the sector.

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has adopted multi-pronged steps to address the challenges created by climate change and these steps,
based on technology, will help farmers and governments build resilience, said its Director-General Himanshu Pathak. Talking to reporters in New Delhi on July
17 on the 95th Foundation and Technology Day of ICAR, Dr. Pathak said 731 Krishi Vigyan Kendras provide advisory and technical know-how to farmers for
faster spread of new technologies in the sector. He added that the steps are not just limited to agriculture, but can be used in horticulture, natural resource
management, animal husbandry and fisheries too. He said the Centre has taken efforts to bring more attention to agriculture education and make ICAR function
as a global university to impart quality education in agriculture. “This will help in creation of human resource in agriculture with par excellence capabilities,”
he added. The ICAR, he said, has always appreciated technology developers in the area of production system, plant protection, horticulture, engineering and
education. “Efforts are made for capacity building of farmers for large-scale adoption of technologies for increasing production, productivity and quality of
agricultural produce and further attaining income security,” he said.

He said ICAR has developed several new varieties of seeds of paddy which would be given to neighbouring countries such Nepal and Bangladesh under the
proposed “Seeds Without Border” programme. “ICAR institutes have helped in strengthening the agriculture education system in Myanmar and Afghanistan.
According to the changing circumstances, India is working at the international level to address the kind of changes taking place in the agriculture sector,” he
said.

July 18, 2023 12:06 am | THE HINDU BUREAU
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For the first time, ICAR to open its doors for joint research with private sector

Plans to take up collaborative projects in education, extension

Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has for the first time decided to allow the private sector in joint research, while there are plans to take up collaborative projects
in education for which detailed guidelines will be ready in the next two months. Briefing media at the concluding day of the Foundation Day celebration, ICAR’s Director-
General Himanshu Pathak said the research will be conducted jointly after an agreement is signed with a company and the technology once developed will be owned jointly by
both ICAR and the private company. Any royalty from the distribution of technology will also be shared by both equally, he said.

Asked about the affordability of such technology for small and marginal farmers, which constitute 86 per cent of the farming population, he said there would not be any
problem and it could be cheaper than what private companies offer when developed on their own. He stressed that the public sector research would also continue, parallelly
and it will be an option for the private sector to collaborate.

MoU with 13 firms

The Director-General said the current programme of distribution of technology through private sector companies and the contract research programme would also continue.
Technologies developed by ICAR are distributed through interested private companies who pay royalties to the institute whereas any private sector company may undertake a
research through an ICAR institute by funding a programme with the rights over the technology for some fixed years, whenever it is developed.

ICAR announced on Tuesday that it has signed MoUs with 13 companies for the transfer of 17 technologies. In 2022-23, as many as 125 such MoUs were signed.

Agrinnovate India Limited (Agln), the commercial arm of ICAR, acts as an interface between ICAR research institutes/NARS and various public/private stakeholders. The MoUs
signed by Agln on behalf of ICAR, will fetch the government Z1.21 crore as license fees to b paid by the companies, officials said. “HT (Herbicide-tolerant) trait donor rice
genotype” technology, developed by IARI (Pusa institute), has been transferred to Leadbeter Seeds (a subsidiary of Mahyco Grow). Two technologies for potato minitubers
production — aeroponics technology and In-vitro plant acclimatisation technology, developed by CPRI, Shimla, has been transferred to UniAgri Biosciences of Punjab.
Gurugram-based IPL Biologicals has got technology for a novel method of storing and delivering PGPR/microbes through biocapsules, as well as another bioformulation
technology entitled “CSR GROW-SURE- A Biomsart Bio-Consortia for Enhancing the Productivity of Agri-Horticultural Crops in Salt-Affected Soils” and also Bioformulation
entitled "Consortia Microbial Formulations for Salt Affected Soils: Halo-MIX”.

On the private participation in education and extension, officials said guidelines are yet to be framed and it may be finalised at the earliest.

Updated - July 18, 2023 at 09:33 Agri Business
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ICAR foundation day celebration showcases
The Statesman y

cutting-edge farming technologies

he Indian economy is predominantly agrarian, as evidenced by recent figures on
student admissions in agricultural courses. The number of students enrolled in
agriculture universities has increased fivefold in the past few years, as highlighted by
the director of ICAR. Union Minister of Agriculture, Narendra Singh Tomar, expressed his
appreciation for the rise in the number of female students enrolled.
P s,
N

). %

The three-day-long celebration of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)

Foundation Day concluded today at the National Agriculture Science Complex, PUSA, New

oy loe ||y

954t

Delhi. This year’s foundation day coincided with the technology day, resulting in the

exhibition of various stalls showcasing new farming technologies and gadgets. Additionally, a

range of products were available for sale.

The director emphasized the signing of 17 Memorandums of Understanding (MoUSs) in the
last 15-20 days for technology transfer. Agreements have been signed for bioformulations,
oilseed research formulation, and several other areas. HHe mentioned that there are another

100-150 MoUs in the pipeline with private companies.

19.07.2023 https: / /www.thestatesman.com /india /icar-foundation-day-celebration-showcases-cutting-edge-farming-technologies-
1503201783.html
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The Jeaders of BJP have used Ram and Hanuman and now use

hwar Baba. They do politics only on these lines which is no

way near to the real issues like unemployment, price rise etc...

‘Five fold rise in number of women
students in agrlculture universities’

of students enrolled in agri-

culture universities has
five fold in the =

few as

the dt.ctmnc of ICAR. Unlon

”h:ulm Complex,
SA, New Delhi. Thisyear's
foundation day coincided
with the technology day,
resulting in the exhibition

ofptodmuwenl;r:m

for sale.
asised

The director
the signing of 17 an-
dums of Understanding

(MoUs) in the last 15-20 days
for transfer

ments have signed for
bioformulations, oilseed

er 100-150 MoUs in the
pipeline with private com-

deep

unprece-

dented rainfall that has caused
havoce in northern India,
the need for pre-
paredness in the face of

challenges.
The exhibition featured
stalls showcasing various
fields such as

displayed botic apple har-
vester, ‘“’ﬁ:qh the har-
Another show-

temperature, humid-
ity, and other factors of stored
fruit to ensure optimal con-
dltlom during transporta-

M India celebrates the
International Year of Millets,
the Union Minister com-
mended the efforts of Indian
farmers and scientists in estab-
lishing India as the largest
grower of millets.
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RafaleM, Scorpene
techno-commercial

negotiations not over

The negotiations on cost and
techno-commercial details
relating to India’s proposed
procurement of 26 RafaleM
fighter jets and three Scorpene
submarines from France are
not yet concluded, sources
said on Tuesday.

The Defence Acquisition
Council, the defence min-
istry’s apex body for military
procurement, approved the
proposals to acquire the naval
variant of the Rafale jets and
the submarines on July 13.

There was anticipation of

formal announcements on

IN BRIEF

the two deals during
PM Narendra Modi’s visit.

The sources said too much
should not be read into
the two projects not finding
a mention in a 25-year road
map brought out by the two
sides. "You shouldn't read too
much into it,” said a source,
adding the final deals will be
sealed after conclusion of

negotiations on cost and tech-

no commercial aspects. P

PM likely to address annual
UNGA session in September

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is likelyto address the annual
session of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) in September, according
to a provisional list of speakers. The General Debate of the 78th

seslonofﬁnUNGmnIAsemblyMlbeﬂlSeptembuw wnh
Brazil as the traditional firct cneaker fnllmasd hutha 1K

[ sren ﬁz‘m»g’w
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ICAR may partner pvt players forjoint research

Guidelines for private participation in2 months

SANJEEB MUKHERJEE
New Delhi, 18 July

In a first, India’s premier state-run
body for coordinating, guiding, and
managing research and education in
agriculture, horticulture, fisheries, and
animal sciences, the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research (ICAR), is
planning to open the door to the pri-
vate sector across the entire value
chain of farming — from joint seed
development, collaboration in
research, and extension services to
marketing,

The ICAR institutes are also look-
ing to open their facilities, laborato-
ries, and fields to joint research with

also look at royalty-sharing of patent-
ed products with the private sector.
The same could happen the other
way round as well.
The collaboration will start right
from the basics of problem identifica-
tion in any sphere of farming or relat-

. 3
*Sowing deficit no cause for concem so far'

ed activities like livestock, fisheries, | Agriculture Minister NarendraSingh | coverage, which is heavyin some
and animal Tomar on Tuesday assured thatthe | regions, | believe there’s noneed

“The council is plannlng to come government was keeping a keen for alarm,” Tomar communicated
upwith aset of comprehensive guide- | eyeonthe sowingdefidtinpaddy | toaselect group of reporters during
lines for participation and certain pulses, and | the 95th foundation and
inthe entire value chain of agriculture | maintained thatthere was no technology day of the Indian
in the next two months,” ICAR | causeforconcem asthe Coundl of Agricultural
Director-General Himanshu Pathak | monsoon remains active. Research. His remarks
told Business Standard. "It is too premature to came on the heels of

He was addressing a select group | commenton theimpact of several areas in North
of reporters on the sidelines of the monsoon. We are India experiencing heavy
council’s 95th foundation and tech- cognisant ofthe current rainfall, while parts of
nology day. scenario, and South, West India have

As per ICAR website, with 113 insti- considering the seen a defidt.
tutes and 71 agricultural universities monsoon SANJEEB MUKHERJEE
spread across the country, the Council
is one of the largest national agricul-
tural systems in the world. institutes have licensed products and

It played a pioneering role in ush-
ering in the Green Revolution and
subsequent developments in agricul-
ture in India through its research and
technology development, enabling

them across several fields.
“This time, we are looking at a

the countryto increasethe production much deeper engagement with the
of foodgrain, horticulture crops, fish, private sector that will include open-
and eggs since 1950-51. ingup our research facilities to private

So far, the council and its affiliated scientists and companies, developing

)ointpmdwtundevmahuingmy

signed 17 memoranda of understand-

fields and spheres that include crop-
science, livestock, feed development,
etc. Last year, the council developed
and released 346 new varieties of
crops, of which roughly 100 varieties

mate-resistant crops which can with-
stand adverse climatic conditions,”
said Pathak.

He said ICAR was also working
to develop a robust carbon credit
market in the country for agriculture
as it is one of the prominent green-

assessing the claims made by farmers
to arrive at a fair value. “In the next 10
years, we should aim at making the

He said the council was also
looking at a policy on revamping
vigyan kendras.

ing with the private sectorin different  krishi

INDIA'S G20 PRESIDENCY
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For the first time, ICAR to open its doors
for joint research with private sector

_
Prabhudatta Mishra
New Delhi

Indian Council of Agricul-
tural Research (ICAR) has for
the firsttime decided to allow
the private sector in joint re-
search, while there are plans
to take up collaborative pro-
jects in education for which
detailed guidelines will be
readyin the next two months.

Briefing media at the con-
cluding day of the Founda-
tion Day celebration, ICAR’s
Director-General Himanshu
Pathak said the research will
be conducted jointly after an
agreement is signed with a
company and the technology
once developed will be
owned jointly by both ICAR
and the private company. Any
royalty from the distribution
of technology will also be
shared by both equally, he
said.

Asked about the affordabil-

N e

Himanshu Pathak,
Director-General, ICAR

ity of such technology for
small and marginal farmers,
which constitute 86 per cent
of the farming population, he
said there would not be any
problem and it could be
cheaper than what private
companies offer when de-
veloped on their own.

MOU WITH 13 FIRMS

He stressed that the public
sector research would also
continue, parallellyand it will

be an option for the private
sector to collaborate.

The Director-General said
the current programme of
distribution of technology
through private sector com-
panies and the contract re-
search programme would
also continue.

Technologies developed by
ICAR are distributed through
interested private companies
who pay royalties to the insti-
tute whereas any private sec-
tor company may undertake a
research through an ICAR in-
stitute by funding a pro-
gramme with the rights over
the technology for some fixed
years, whenever it is
developed.

ICAR announced on Tues-
day that it has signed MoUs
with 13 companies for the
transfer of 17 technologies.
In 2022-23, as many as 125
such MoUs were signed.

Agrinnovate India Limited
(Agln), the commercial arm

of ICAR, acts as an interface
between ICAR research insti-
tutes/NARS and various pub-
lic/private stakeholders.

The MoUs signed by Agin
on behalf of ICAR, will fetch
the government X1.21 crore
as license fees to b paid by the
companies, officials said.

“HT (Herbicide-tolerant)
trait donor rice genotype”
technology, developed by
IARI (Pusa institute), has
been transferred to Lead-
beter Seeds (a subsidiary of
Mahyco Grow). Two techno-
logies for potato minitubers
production — aeroponics
technology and In-vitro plant
acclimatisation technology,
developed by CPRI, Shimla,
has been transferred to UniA-
gri Biosciences of Punjab.

On the private participa-
tion in education and exten-
sion, officials said guidelines
are yet to be framed and it
may be finalised at the
earliest.



KVK Srinagar commemorates 95 th ICAR Foundation Day

Sinagar, July 18: As part of celebration of 95 th ICAR Foundation Day, KVK Srinagar organised an event, which

witnessed a confluence of scientists, representatives of line departments and farmers from different blocks of
district Srinagar.

The event showcased Kendra achievements, innovations, and impactful stories that have improved the lives of
farmers. The programme included informative seminars, interactive and engaging sessions that highlighted the
remarkable strides made in various areas, such as crop improvement, livestock production, post- harvest
technology, home science, floriculture and agri-entrepreneurship.

During the event, scientists of the Kendra shared their insights, experiences and success stories, inspiring

participants and fostering knowledge exchange. For wider visibility of achievements and products developed by
the Kendra, an array of different exhibits was put on display for the participating farmers.

Published on : GK NEWS SERVICE
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K KRIsH IAGRAN ICAR Scientists’ Role is Crucial in Addressing Agricultural & Food
Security Challenges: Tomar

Minister Tomar underlined the importance of ICAR scientists in addressing food security issues, and he also talked with students from several Delhi schools,
encouraging their interest in agricultural science.

The closing ceremony of the 95th Foundation Day of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) took place today, with Narendra Singh Tomar, the Union
Minister for Agriculture and Farmer Welfare, as the chief guest. Tomar stated that ICAR scientists have a significant responsibility in finding solutions to the current
and future challenges related to agriculture and food security, and they must succeed in their endeavors. He emphasized the need for scientists to be attentive to the
concerns of the general public, gain their appreciation, and celebrate Foundation Day as a meaningful occasion in terms of technology. Minister Tomar stated that
due to the relentless efforts of our agricultural nation, the tireless work of farmers, the research conducted by scientists, and the farmer-centric policies of the central
and state governments, our country has become surplus in food production today, and most agricultural products rank number one or two in the world.

He expressed confidence in the far-sighted vision of our scientists to bring India to the top in every field and praised their diligent efforts, from ICAR institutions to
agricultural science centers across the country. He acknowledged that the challenge of climate change in the agricultural sector is before all of us, and the whole
world is grappling with it. He had faith in the success of our scientists who are working on long-term thinking and supply expectations in the field of seeds, food
production, horticulture, animal husbandry, and fisheries. Tomar expressed satisfaction that during the inaugural ceremony, discussions were held on 17 different
agreements related to various subjects. He also mentioned that stakeholders expressed interest in involving ICAR and scientists as advisors.

ICAR celebrated its 25th Foundation Day on July 16, 2023, for the first time as Technology Day. An exhibition was organized to showcase the developed
technologies and innovations by the council, aiming to inform and educate people. Farmers and individuals associated with agriculture and industry participated in
the exhibition. Tomar reviewed the exhibition today. Students from various schools in Delhi also actively participated and interacted with scientists. Such efforts
inspire students to engage in the field of agricultural science.

Dr. Himanshu Pathak, Director-General of ICAR, mentioned that during the event, side events were also organized, including scientific-industry interface meetings to
promote agricultural innovations and commercialization. Farmers, startup representatives, and ICAR employees were also present at the program.

Updated 19 July, 2023 11:05 Krishi Jagran
AM IST First published on: 18 Shivam Dwivedi
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Business Standard 1CAR to focus more on horticulture research to achieve higher growth: DG

The minister was speaking virtually on the 95th foundation day of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)

Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) Director General Himanshu Pathak on Monday said the organisation will focus more on research in livestock, fisheries and horticulture to boost
growth in these three sectors.

ICAR would continue to develop climate-resilient seed varieties to ensure crop production does not get affected due to climate change, he said, adding that emphasis would also be laid on the
use of digital tools in farming, as well as post-harvest management of agriculture and horticulture crops.

Pathak said the research institute will invite private players to do joint research.

On Sunday, Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar asked ICAR's farm scientists to focus more on research in animal husbandry and fisheries to boost production and their contribution to
the overall farm sector growth.

The minister was speaking virtually on the 95th foundation day of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR).

"Our research work is not limited to crops only. Livestock and fisheries have always been important. There are 15 institutes across the country which focus only on animal science and there are 8
research institutes for fisheries.

"In recent years, the growth of livestock, fisheries and horticulture sectors has been higher. We will focus more on these sectors so that we achieve higher growth and farmers also get benefits,"
Pathak told PTI on the sidelines of its 3-day celebration of 95th Foundation and Technology Day (July-16-18) at Pusa campus here.

The ICAR DG highlighted that the fisheries sector is growing at nearly 9 per cent while the growth of animal husbandry and horticulture sectors are also higher than crops.

Talking about the challenge of climate change, Pathak said the ICAR has developed more than 6,000 seed varieties, of which nearly 1,900 varieties are climate-resilient.

He said there are certain wheat varieties which can deal with a sudden rise in temperature during winter (January-February).

Pathak said the ICAR has also developed many varieties of paddy and other crops that are resilient to both drought and flood.

"We have decided that there will be some trait of climate resilience in all seed varieties of agriculture and horticulture crops," he added.

Pathak also stressed strengthening the collaboration with private players.

"We have been collaborating with private parties. ICAR use to develop technology, and then we invite private players to commercialise the technologies. Now, we want that ICAR and private
players should collaborate and work together to do research from the beginning to solve problems of agriculture and allied sector," he said.

The ICAR DG said the council would also promote precision agriculture and Artificial Intelligence.

He highlighted that the ICAR institutes, agriculture universities and Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) have started using drones.

Pathak said around 250 KVKs already have procured drones out of 731 KVKs across the country, and around 15,000 demonstrations were conducted last year to educate farmers. The
remaining KVKs will also soon be provided with drones.

Wednesday, July 19, 2023 | Business Standard
03:27 PM ISTEN | Hindi
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ICAR to focus more on horticulture research to achieve higher growth: DG

The minister was speaking virtually on the 95th foundation day of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)

Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) Director General Himanshu Pathak on Monday said the organisation will focus more on research in livestock, fisheries and horticulture to boost
growth in these three sectors.

ICAR would continue to develop climate-resilient seed varieties to ensure crop production does not get affected due to climate change, he said, adding that emphasis would also be laid on the
use of digital tools in farming, as well as post-harvest management of agriculture and horticulture crops.

Pathak said the research institute will invite private players to do joint research.

On Sunday, Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar asked ICAR's farm scientists to focus more on research in animal husbandry and fisheries to boost production and their contribution to
the overall farm sector growth.

The minister was speaking virtually on the 95th foundation day of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR).

"Our research work is not limited to crops only. Livestock and fisheries have always been important. There are 15 institutes across the country which focus only on animal science and there are 8
research institutes for fisheries.

"In recent years, the growth of livestock, fisheries and horticulture sectors has been higher. We will focus more on these sectors so that we achieve higher growth and farmers also get benefits,"
Pathak told PTI on the sidelines of its 3-day celebration of 95th Foundation and Technology Day (July-16-18) at Pusa campus here.

The ICAR DG highlighted that the fisheries sector is growing at nearly 9 per cent while the growth of animal husbandry and horticulture sectors are also higher than crops.

Talking about the challenge of climate change, Pathak said the ICAR has developed more than 6,000 seed varieties, of which nearly 1,900 varieties are climate-resilient.

He said there are certain wheat varieties which can deal with a sudden rise in temperature during winter (January-February).

Pathak said the ICAR has also developed many varieties of paddy and other crops that are resilient to both drought and flood.

"We have decided that there will be some trait of climate resilience in all seed varieties of agriculture and horticulture crops," he added.

Pathak also stressed strengthening the collaboration with private players.

"We have been collaborating with private parties. ICAR use to develop technology, and then we invite private players to commercialise the technologies. Now, we want that ICAR and private
players should collaborate and work together to do research from the beginning to solve problems of agriculture and allied sector," he said.

The ICAR DG said the council would also promote precision agriculture and Artificial Intelligence.

He highlighted that the ICAR institutes, agriculture universities and Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) have started using drones.

Pathak said around 250 KVKs already have procured drones out of 731 KVKs across the country, and around 15,000 demonstrations were conducted last year to educate farmers. The
remaining KVKs will also soon be provided with drones.
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